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M. Speaker Sir

Honour abl e Menber s,

| rise to take this early opportunity to bring this House up-to-date with
security devel opnents that have taken place in the country since our |ast

sitting.
As Honourable Menbers will recall, it is now sonetine since relations
wi t h our nei ghbours have been under severe strain. It will be renenbered

that these took a particularly sharp turn for the worse in 1976, when in
affirmati on of our principles against apartheid and racismand in accordance
with United Nations General Assenbly resolution NO. 31/6A of 1976, which
among ot her things called upon all CGovernnents to deny any form of
recognition to the so-called i ndependent Transkei, we refused to recognise
the bogus i ndependence of the Bantustan, a stand which invited the wath

of South Africa, which has always wanted us to bow to apartheid. Honour-
able Menbers will also recall that as the scenario unfolded. we were later to
be confronted with sabotage incidents in which arned bandits trai ned and
equi pped in South Africa were systematically infiltrated into Lesot ho.

M. Speaker Sir

Since our last sitting, our relations with South Africa have continued to
deteriorate. For reasons that are still unclear to us. we have progressively
been subjected to a war of words conprising of threats and intimdation
fromvarious authorities in South Africa, including fromher Bantustan

| ackeys.

The acrinmony of our neighbours took hysterical forns when they start-

ed blaming us for allegedlv harbouring .sz' uerillas of the African Nationa
Congress, whom they said, were responsible for acts of sabotage in South
Africa. W did everything possible to assure South Africa that our only com
m tment was to genuine political refugees who had fled fromtheir coun-
tries, and that our refugee policy did not tolerate any use of our territory as
a springboard for attacks agai nst any state.

Qur assurances were never even recogni zed, and South Africa started

maki ng outright demands for the handing over of certain refugees Of the

ANC in particular M. Martin Hani, whomthey proposed for an exchange

with the | eader of the so-called Lesotho Liberation Arny, thereby admt-
ting their association with the group, which was al ready known to be spon-
sored by the South African Governnment through its Secret Police and

Armmy. This sponsorship is still being confirned even today by captured
nmenbers who are in our custody.

It is to be noted here that we had at this stage al ready made numerous
protests t0 the Government of South Africa concerning their Violation of our
two countries conmonly accepted policy not to allow our territories to be
used. as launching,r pads for attacks against each other. The answer we receiv-
ed after each protest has al wavs been standard. tithe matter is being in-
vestigatedl .

After we had refused to hand over Hanit as we do not exchange human

bei ngs, and because we had never been specifically shown any wong he had
done whilst in Lesotho, South Africa changed tunes, and started speaki ng of
the presence in Lesotho of ANC military bases. Despite nunmerous chall en-

ges which we made for themto conme and point out these bases in order to



enabl e us to take necessary action, they never responded, except to intensify
their threats.

"i’rail of destruction left by the South Al’ri’ an Defence Force on 9th
Decenber 1982: Sonme of thv Houses burned by Artillery.

As the threats against us reached a crescendo, and hardly a nonth

after we had predicted a South African invasion of Lesotho, marauding and
trigger-happy soldiers of the South African Defence Force using helicopters
struck Maseru in the early hours of 9th Decenber, murdering in cold-bl ood
twelve citizens of this country and thirty South African refugees. This cal -
| ous nassacre of defencel ess and i nnocent peopl e including wonen and
children, was subsequently glorified and hailed by the South African regine
as an act of valour, and the South African Arny hastily staged-nmanaged a

"di spl ay" of arns collected from spurious sources, clainmng that they had



been captured fromthe alleged ANC bases during the raid on our capital. In
a further ostentation of terroristic arrogance, the South Africans phoned
our forces inmmediately after this attack saying that sonme of their nen were
m ssing, and that if we were holding themwe should rel ease them wi t hout
delay, failing which they would send their airforce jets to cone and rel ease
them forcefully. O course we were not holding the mssing men, who had
apparently been cut off fromthe others. But this only shows that if we had
been hol ding t hem we woul d have been bonbarded by the South African

Ai rforce.

M. Speaker Sir

Honour abl e Menber s,

As is now well -known, after this wanton Violation of our teritorial in-
tegrity and sovereignty by foreign forces. the Governnent of Lesotho had

no choice, but to request H's Majesty to take the matter to the United Na-
tions Security Council, which took appropriate action by its resolution 527
of 1982. The Council unreservedly condemmed South Africa, and call ed

upon it to declare publicly that it was never again going to attack Lesotho,
either directly or by proxies.

The Council al so denmanded that South Africa should pay reparations

for damage to life and property, whilst it further called on the internationa
conmunity to extend all necessary econom c assistance to Lesotho in order
to strengthen its capacity to receive and maintain South African refugees.
a- h...

Cof fins of 30 South African refugees of the ANC nassacred by South

African soldiers during their raid on Maseru

Deep gratitude nust be extended to Hi s Majesty for pioneering our case
before the Security Council. We al so have to thank the Permanent Menbers

of the Security Council, none of whom vetoed the resolution, and the ordi-
nary nenbers of the Council who were al so unaninous in adopting it. That

the resolution was passed with unanimty by the Eastern, Wstern and Non-
Al'i gned countries in the Council, is a clear neasure of the internationa
conmuni tys unity against South Africals naked militarismin our sub-
continent, and should serve as a great inspiration for us all

Honour abl e Menbers will not be surprised to know that South Africa,

inits typical defiance of the United Nations in particular and the Interna-



tional Conmmunity in general, has neither nade a public undertaking never
to attack us again, nor has it paid any reparations for danage to life and pro-
perty. Instead, it has threatened to repeat its attack, and has publlcly refu-
sed to pay damages. W are aware that even after the resolution, sone Wes-
tern countries have individually nade a |’ ol |l ow uo neaning: to ensure that
South Africa does in fact desist fromflexing its nuscles on a snall and de-
fencel ess country like ours, but that South Africa has defied these approach-
es. in nuch the same way as it has delicd the Security Council resolution
itself. We are yet to see what South Africa’ s attitude will be to the efforts of
the United Nations Secretary General, whom | have asked to act as interne-
di ary between us, as our own efforts to reach understanding with it have
failed. | made this request through M. Farah during his mssion here, and
repeated it personally to the Secretary General during nmy nmeeting with him
i n New Del hi.
This House will nonethel ess be pleased to know that as has al ready been
reported in our mass nedia and el sewhere, in terns of the resolution 527
referred to, the United Nations Secretary General has already sent a mission
here, led by M. Abdul rahimFarah, to assess the danage done, and to make
recomendati ons on the assistance which we require. The M ssionts report
is already out, and has recomended urgent assistance totalling US $46 m |
lion for security, mmize-storage, enployment, electricity, the new interna-
tional airport, enmergency nedical services and the establishnent of a fire
brigade. Al friendly countries and organi zati ons have shown synpathy and
support for the Farah report, and sonme have al ready nmade their pledges.
Qur traditional friends, the British for example, have already indicated their
willingness to assist.
The Conmmonweal th Secretary-CGeneral, M. Shridath Ranphal, has ap-
peal ed to Comopnweal th (" ountl’ies to help us. whilst the QAU has al so urg_
ed nmenber countries to cone to our assistance. The Non-Aligned Myvenent,
inits final political declaration at the recent Summt in New Del hi, I|ndia,
for its part appealed to the International Conmunity and to nenbers of
the Movenent in particular, to extend the necessary assistance to us. In si-
m | ar manner, the Scandi navi an and many ot her countries have already
shown readi ness to hel p.
For our part, we have not passively awaited international assistance,
and as Honourabl e Menbers may al ready be aware, | have established a
fund to canalize national effort towards relief action. The fund will now al so
be used to cover the effects of all other simlar attacks. Contributions
recelyeci in the fund so far total over MO, 000. Wth the good support which
1s’ buildlng up fromall sectors of our popul ation and from peopl e of good-
wlll generally, | amconfident that the figure is yet to rise even higher
Fol | owi ng the Maseru nassacre, M. Speaker, Sir, it did not take |ong
before it becanme apparent that our nei ghbours were not fully satisfied with
thei rungodl y achi evenent, In the early hours of 27th January this year, the
opening day for the neetingr of the Southern African Devel opment Coordi -
nati on Conference (SADCC), which sat in Maseru, and which had al so at-
tracted the disfavour of South Africa as a result of statements of condema-
tion which had al ready been made by Foreign Mnisters of nmenber countri-
es agai nst the Decenber raid, our neighbours insulted the international com
muni ty which had gathered for the occasion by attenpting to blow up a
donor -funded abattoir project in Maseru on the banks of the |VIohokare River
which forns part of our border with South Africa. This was soon to be fol:
lowed by an attenpt to blow up a water reservoir sew ng the capital

A striking consistency was that in all these incidents, the South African
authorities have been very quick to attribute responsibility to the so-called
Lesotho | eeration Arny, which we now know to be an anonym for a sec-



tion of the South African Army, operating in the same way as the so-called
M\R i n Mocambi que and UNI TA i n Angol a.

More recently, however, we have seen an intensification of attacks on ci-
vilian targets, particularly in the district of Berea. This has been foll owed by
a nunber of apparently synchroni zed acts of aggression in various places, in-
cluding at the Roman Catholic Mssion in Pitseng, which was bonbarded

wi th grenades, bazooka and nortar fire, resulting in considerable damage to
property and in the death of one nenber of our Paramilitary Force who had
been there for the protection of the Mssion, following intelligence reports
that it was one of the mssions that were going to be attacked.

,. hib

The inside of a boys dormtory which was one of the houses attacked during
araid on the Pitseng Roman Catholic M ssion (above photo), and remains

of ammuni tion found on the scene (next photo).



This attack on the m ssion is nost surprising because it does not have

any political justification. Simlar attacks are usually justified as pre-
enptive strikes agai nst ANC bases. But as in the case of Maseru, there are

no ANC bases in the Pitseng M ssion. Perhaps we should not be puzzled

by this attack on a Church institution, for it was not the first. W necessari -
ly link it. with the attenpt to burn down the Catholic Cathedral in Maseru

with petrol bonmbs some years ago, which incident resulted in sone people

bei ng put, before the courts of |law. But why, we ask, is it always the Catholic
Church, which is the victimO0l1 terroristic violence? Could it perhaps be



because the Catholic Church is being associated with the present Govern-
ment, or could it be because of the Churchts outspoken and principled rejec-
tion of apartheid, and its known record in resisting Bantu Educat on? \Wat -

ever the reasons may be, | want to state in no unclear ternms that we shal
not at any tine ever be intimdated fromprotecting the Church, and our re-
solve to do so will in fact be doubl ed.

Anot her devel opnent was the arrest in Maseru of a nunber of bandits

who were trying to blow up electricity pylons, and their arrest led to that of
a group of South African Policenen. It had al ready become known, through
our intelligence services, that South African Policenmen and sol diers posing
as tourists were swarmng into our hotels on various sabotage assi gnnments,
in Lesotho. This group was thus detained for questioning, although unfortu-
nately they were subsequently rel eased, under dubious circunmstances which
hi ghten our already serious concern that South Africa has infiltrated even
our Government Mnistries and departnments, whose officials are being used
as agents in the offensive against our country. The matter is still, however,
under a formal inquiry.

Subsequent cl eani ng-up operations in Maseru led to the injury of a

menber of the Police Force, who was shot by fleeing saboteurs, and is pre-
sently in hospital. The shooting of this officer itself raises concern as it is
not clear what follow up action was taken, because he was not al one but was
acconpani ed by others. | have also called for a satisfactory explanati on on
this matter.

M. Speaker,

Per haps the nost serious of these latest incidents was the Battle of

()ngel ukts Nek, in the South-Eastern border. when on 26th March over

fifty arned invaders from South Africa attacked a base of our Para-MIii
iary Force.

The | eader of the invaders was identified as one Major Mackenzie.

a white man of the South African Defence Force, who is welleknown by

our forces in the area. Also seen in conbat were a nunber of other whites.
m

N
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Part of Arns and Anmunition captured by Lesotho forces at Ongel ukk

Nek al ong the border with the Transkei area of South Atrica.



The attack | asted from about ten oiclock in the norning to about half

past four in the afternoon, when the invaders were finally repul sed and
substantial stocks of arnms and ammunition captured. In the trail of the
battle, a dead body of one of the invaders was found on the Lesotho side
of the border, and about twenty others were seen either dead or wounded,
on the South African side of the border. It was |ater |earned that bodies
of three white nen were also discovered on the South African side in the
vicinity of the battle area.

I n anot her devel oprment, our forces at Hendrickls Drift in the North-

ern border, intercepted a group of arnmed nen crossing into Lesotho from
South Africa. Two of the nen were killed, and a quantity of arns and
amuni tion captured. The rest of the group escaped back into South

Africa.

Only a few days ago, a ParaaMlitary Force base at ()xbow, also in

the North, was attacked in the early hours of the norning; with the result-
ant death of one nenber of the force. This past weekend, a passenger bus
of the Lesotho National Bus Service carrying passengers was attacked with
automatic rifles by a group of people who anbushed it on its way from

Fi cksburg to Mapoteng. The bus was full of passengers including wonen

and children. Twel ve of the passengers were admtted to hospital,

At Tale in the Leribe District on Saturday night. a Local Court build-

ing was attacked and destroyed by arned nen, and fortunately there were
no casualities. Both incidents are under investigation

M. Speaker Sir

The of fensive agai nst our country does not appear to be limted to

arnmed attacks. but is being extended to the econonmic sphere, as exenplifi-
ed by the current canpaign to discourage tourists fromconm ng to Lesot ho,
thus to cripple our tourist industry.

On the other hand we have al so witnessed the intensified harassnent

of our people going into South Africa, at border posts such as Ficksburg.
This is in stark contrast to the courtesy with which South Africans com ng
into Lesotho are treated at our border posts. Simlarly, the intensified re-
striction of entry into South Africa of people from Lesotho, including
many civil servants is another disturbing feature. Wiilst this is a nania
festation of harassnent, it could also be a shrewd way by South Africa to
di sguise its agents in Lesotho by giving the inpression that they are not
wanted in South Africa. whereas they are in fact on its payroll. W know
it for a fact that South Africa has built a network of agents in Lesotho,
and realizing that direct mlitary intervention such as that of 9th Decenber
wi Il always evoke international outcries, they are now using: their econ-
om c power to offer bribes and other lucrative rewards in return for spying
activities.

Targets of recruitnent are traders, civil servants, politicians, chiefst
menbers of the armed forces and generally all people who can in one way

or another give inportant Governnent, political and security information
These people are also assigned to identify hones of ANC refugees and of
civil servants who are strongly conmitted to the present Governnent or

are known to be strongly anti-apartheid. Simlarly, they are to identify
hones of Cabinet Mnisters, Menbers of Parliament. Basotho National Party
Conmittee nmenbers, etc., for elimnation by the South African death squad,
whi ch has been described by a former South African spy, CGordon W nteix

in his book INSIDE BOSS. Hence the nysterious deaths in Lesotho, and the
reports of white people having been seen anpongst the group which attacked
the Pitsem M ssion. W have concrete proof of these activities, and as |
speak we have in our hands captured killers who have confessed that theV



have been trained in South Africa and had been given arns to conme to
execute murders in Lesotho"

M. Speaker Sir

Honour abl e Menber s,

Wien | was in New Delhi. India, for the Non-Aligned Summt recently,

| took the opportunity to brief Non-Aligned Countries and the Liberation
Moverrents on the situation obtaining between Lesotho and South Afri ca.

| found a great deal of understanding and synpthay anong the | eaders of
these countries and Mwvenents, who all categorically condemm South
Africal s aggression on our country. Their condemati on was al so reflected
in the final political comunique issued at the end of the Summit. The
same under st andi ng and synpathy has al ready been shown by the Conmmon-

weal th countries as well as by the Organization for African Unity, and,
needl ess to say, by the United Nations. W have al so received support
fromthe people of South Africa, not only through the African Nationa
Congress but also frompeople |ife Chief Gatsha Buthel ezi and the |nkatha
Moverrent, who have been with us and even sent representatives to the
funeral of the late Jobo Ranpeta. Chief Buthelezi has al so sent nessages
of sympathy after all the attacks we have had, including those at Ongel ukls
Nek and Hendricks Drift. This support and solidarity should be a source

of encouragenent to the people of Lesotho who are victins of South
Africal s onsl aughts.

M. Speaker Sir

We join hands with H's Majesty in urging the nation to realize that

what we are now faced with is a war with South Africa, and we need to
bury our differences in order to face the onslaught agai nst our country
effectively. W nust be strengthened by the fact that we have done

not hing,r wong, except to refuse to bowto apartheid blackmil, a refusa
which is now a tradition for us. W are not the first to resist apartheid.
Qur forefathers also resisted apartheid, and in consequence of their re-
si stance refused to join the 1910 Union of South Africa. Qur unity must
ensure our victory against South Africals destabilization, and, |ike Chur-
chill said in the British House of Commons on 13th May 1940, we nust

fight for,

"Victory at all costs, Victory in spite of all terror, Victory how

ever long and hard the road nmay be; for without Victory there

is no survival?

Wth all the world except South Africa itself on our side, our victory is
doubl y assured.

The present phase in our national history undoubtedly calls for great
sacrifices, as will be seen fromthis years budget which will be presented
to the House in due course. The destabilization offensive with which we
are faced necessitates the diversion to security of substantial funds which
shoul d ot herwi se be allocated for development. This is unavoidable if we
ave to guarantee the barest neasures of security for our people and their
property. The Farah report follow ng the Maseru nmssacre recogni zes the
need for our security to be strengthened, and it is inperative that we
shoul d oursel ves al so nake efforts towards this end, instead of nerely
hopi ng for international assistance.

M. Speaker Sir

Honour abl e Menbers.

In 1981 when South African attacks 011 Lesotho started to concretize

into their present form the ()AU urged nmenbers countries to establish

di pl omati c presence in Lesotho, calculating this to be a deterrent against
South African activities.



For the sane reason, all Nun-Aligncd countries are willing to estab-

lish (liplomativ relations with us. though they muv not all (10 so m 21 re-
sidential basis. Relations with countries like the Soviet Union and the
Peopl e’ s Republic of China, which are nenbers ()|’ the United Nations
Security Council, are also in the pipeline.

The roastmfor our willingness to establish relations with these

muntrios is that South Africa, upon realizing that it cannot control us,

i s now using various ways and nmoans to throttle us and nmake life for us

i mpossible. In stit-h a situation w howl tho support of all the nuntries of
the worl d.

Ri ght now 21 situation is living t'i’oatm whereby the novenent of our

goods through South At’'rit’u into liosotho will be virtually inpossible.
This relates to goods in general, and it appears. to nmilitary equi prment in
particul ar. South Africa has subjected us to a requirenent stating that

we nust seek their approval tor the ti’ans-shipnwnt of defence equi pnent
over South African territory, This neans that, we are confronted with a si-
tuati on whereby South Africa can actually nake it inpossible for us to ob-
tai n defence equi prent from other countries, as we are |and-|ocked and
conpletely surrounded by it. As | speak, we have a consi gnment of defence
equi prent which is stuck up in the Durban harbour and which we are not

able to get despite protracted negotiations with South Africa. It is against
this escal ati ng arrogance towards our national sovereingnty that increased
contacts with as many countries of the world will serve us.

Queues ol’ Busotho unable to cross into South Africa followi ng :1 bl ockade
on |i osuthu.

M. Speaker Sir

t | t-anim t-mclutlo this statement w thout making reference to a matter
Wilt Il | know is already exercising the mnds of Honourabl e Menbers.

and ntlot-(l, the entire nutim. This is the matter of general elections.



The Speaker, in his remarks during the opening of the present sitting.

did touch on the question of electoral legislation to be tabled during this
sitting. | ampleased to confirmthat one of the bills to be presented in
this sitting is The Parlianent Bill, which as | promised, is nowready to
cone and receive the blessing of the House. As soon as it has passed, the
way Wi ll be opened for all other steps leading to the process of elections.
Let ne, however, re-state that it is the understanding of the CGovern-

ment side. and | trust, of the Opposition as well, that political conpetition
wi t hout Vi ol ence should continue to be the normfor elections and the
political process generally. As | have said in pitsos and other fora, violence
| eads to bl oodshed, and the bl ood of the Basotho people is costly.

Everyone of us should therefore pledge to ensure that the com ng

elections will be peaceful, free and fair. if they are to be allowed to con
tinue, and if they are to be a denocratic expression of popular wll.

M. Speaker Sir

Honour abl e Menber s,

| have in very brief terns attenpted to give the House a picture of

the many devel opnents which transpired duringr our recess. | hope that

the brief I have given will suffice to give Menbers an indication of where
we are, and where we are goi ng.

| undertake to keep the House informed and to report fromtine to

time as devel opnents unfold further.

LONG LI VE () UR FATHERLAND!

THANK YQU

11th April, 1983.
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