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MEMORANDUM

 

The Commission for the Demarcation/

Delimitation of Regions

F O Box 307

ISANDO

The Councillors and

Local Affairs Committee

Members, Borough of Matatiele

F O Box 35, MATATIELE, 4730

21 September 1993

FROFPOSALS FOR AND EVIDENCE IN SUFFORT OF;

1. THE RETENTION OF EAST GRIQUALAND AS FPART OF THE

NATAL/KWA ZULU REGION

INTRODUCTION

 

This submission, prepared by the Borough of Matatiele after

consultation with the residents of the area, seeks to establish

that the area of East Grigqualand, Mount Currie, meets with the

Criteria to remain in Natal/Kwa Zulu.

No evidence or Criteria which led the Commission to place East

Griqualand in the Eastern Cape/Kei Region could be

substantiated, bar the fact that the recommendation of the

Commission to the Negotiating Council could have only been made

to appease and reward certain Politicians for previous favours.

However, this has 1led to the people of the area making their

voice heard which should in fact have happened in the first

instance to make evidence available that satisfies all the

Criteria necessary for inclusion in Natal/Kwa Zulu.

HISTORICAL BOUNDARIES

The Boundaries have been dealt with in the East

Griqualand Regional Development Associations

 



submission prepared by Messrs Conningarth Consultants,

which the Borough of Matatiele supports.

We also recommend that the Commission refer to the

"Steyn" report dealing with the Incorporation of East

Griqualand into Natal, dated October 1976.

ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATIONS

 

Matatiele (East Griqualand) is some 260km from

Fietermaritzburg and &50km from East London and even

further from Port Elizabeth.

Administration efficiency would diminish as was the

case when East Griqualand formed part of the Cape

FProvince. Administration in East Griqualand would

continue to enjoy the ease and efficiency it has since

its 1977/78 incorporation into Natal.

The following Administrative functions will be better

served by Natal than the Eastern Cape Region.

Judicial and Legal

 

The Seat of the Supreme Court and Master of the

Supreme Court for estate purposes, Deeds Office,

Surveyor Generals Office, Attorneys, Attorney General

and Magistrates would be able to serve the People

better being only 260km away as apposed to distances

compared with East London, FPort Elizabeth and Umtata.

Fiscal and Financial

 

The Receiver of Revenue in Pietermaritzburg almost

operates efficiently, however, it is convenient for

People in this area to travel to Pietermaritzburg and

resolve their Tax problems and Bueries at a reasonable

cost to them.

Should this important function be moved to East London

or elsewhere, the cost of resolving problems will be

exorbitant.

This will lead to frustration amongst Businesses and

will not encourage and promote Business initiative.

Health and Welfare

To have this function removed from the People will be

disastrous.



The elderly Feople must have their Regional Office

close to them in order to have their problems

resolved. Fension FPayments will become an increasingly

difficult task to monitor and control.

Education

Defence, Security and Folicing

Transport, Fost and Communications

This matter is a great concern to this area as the

Roads Network leaves much to be desired. The Roads

Surfaces are unacceptable for the Free Flow of

Traffic. Incidents of violence on the main Routes

from East Griqualand to the Eastern Cape will

complicate matters should FPeople wish to travel to

Fort Elizabeth to resolve their Tax, Pensions,

Housing, Educational and Legal Problems.

The element of violence and undersirable incidents

on these Routes must be highlighted as the safety

of our People in this Region is of paramount

importance to us.

Agricul ture, Water Affairs and Veterinary Services

 

 

Customs and Excise

Community Development

Frovincial Services

 

Correctional and Prison Services

 

Housing

Seat of Government

The clearer these functions are to the people the

more efficient they will operate.



COST EFFECTIVENESS

 

All the factors mentioned in FParagraph 2 Sub

Paragraphs 1 - 13 above contribute to the containment

of Costs through efficiency, ease of access, better

communication and more effective Government close to

the Feople.

This together with cheaper service provision to the

People makes economic sense to incorporate East

Griquland into Natal/Kwa Zulu.

MINIMISE INCONVENIENCE TO THE FEOFLE

This aspect is satisfied by maintaining the STATUS-

Quo.

To remove East Griqualand from Natal will cause

not only INCONVENIENCE but communication problems eg.

Roads, Post and Telecommunications. The Road network

and infrastructure leaves much to be desired and will

result in long delays and an Administrative disaster,

ultimately resulting in the break down of Government

control and efficiency.

To remove Government away from the People is like

taking the air away one breathes, which results in

death. One does not want to see a successful system

deteriorate into a costly ineffective type system put

in place to meet a Folitical compromise, rather than

taking the interests of the Community of an area into

Consideration.

ECONOMIC VIABILITY

The East Griqualand district is Economically viable

and has even more potential should sections of the

Northern Transkei (Ongeluksnek) ((Umzimkulu) be

included in a Natal/Kwa Zulu Region The whole area is

very dependant on Natal. Durban and Pietermaritzburg

are the dominant economic Cities influencing the

Region. Should these areas be allowed to develop

within a Natal Region it is anticipated that job-

creation and poverty could be addressed within a

reasonable time. However, should this not be the case

unemployment and poverty will remain with us as a

cancer, eating away little by little.

However, should the negotiating Council be serious

about addressing the Socioâ\200\224-Economic needs of the

people then they will incorporate both East Griqualand



and Umzimkulu into the Natal Region.

EMPLOYMENT AND JOB OFPPORTUNITIES

 

Residents from the Matatiele and Surrounding Areas all

look towards the Reef and Natal for employment.

However, as East Grigqualand cannot form part of a

Transvaal Region it goes without saying that it must

be incorporated into Natal.

Language and Culture has always been a point of

debate. However, in a new South Africa we have all

been called to respect each others Culture and

Language, this we do. However, we also realize that

this debate must not be used against the interests

of the Region for Folitical gain by Committees,

Negotiators, not sensetive to the needs of the

people of the Region.

RECOMMENDAT IONS

That East Griqualand be demarcated as part of the

Region Natal/Kwa Zulu.

That the Mt Currie district of East Griqualand and

Umzimkulu are in every respect indivisible and

should as an entity form part of the Region Natal/

Kwa Zulu.

Matatiele is not opposed to other Northern Transkei

Commi ttees making representation, to also be

incorporated in Natal /Kwa Zulu.

Attached are copies of 1132 signatories to a petition

supporting E 6 to remain part of Natal/Kwa Zulu.

Finally, should the Commission decide to reâ\200\224affirm

its previously stated view, that East Griqualand

be incorporated into an Eastern Cape/Kei Region then

the people of East Griqualand and surrounding areas

demand that a referendum be held to determine the

wishes of the Feople. That the Commission and the

negotiating Council accept full responsibility for

the consequences which may occur when the Regions

are finalized and East Griqualand and Umzimkulu is



not part of Natal/Kwa Zulu.

CONCLUSION

The Matatiele Councillors and Local Affairs Committee

Members thank the Members of the Commission for

coming to Kokstad to hear our submission and urge the

Commission to give careful Consideration to the

contents of its submission and take into account

the feelings of the People of the Region and

not to pursue preâ\200\224conceived ideas in fulfilling

Political aspirations, as dictated by certain

Politicians.

We have full confidence in the integrity of the

Commission to act accordingly without outside

Folitical influence.

This Document is approved by the Matatiele Town Council and the

Matatiele Local Affairs Committee.

SIGNED this 21ist Day of September 1993.
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