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Introduction

In the past few years the struggle in southern Africa has escalated
dramatically.- .lozanbicue and Angola have been liber: ted. Thé
ratriotic Front and Swapo are making rapid advances towards \%a,
liberstion of their countries.

In South Africa our struggle is intensifying at all levels.Never
before has the regime been in such a state of crisis, and it is
increasingly recorting to armed terror to maintain the status quo.

The Defence Force and other para-military sectors have become the
cornerstone of the regime's survival tactics.
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It is essential for us to examine and find any contradictions in

the military complex which will 6nable us to exploit and wea.ken
the regime's fighting capacity. s

It is in.this context that*we are looking at the waruresistance
_ 1ssue.

The War~81tuat10n. .
Sinoe armed struggle wav flrst ad0pted as the only road to liberation...
1n.southern“Africa, there has been a steady build-up of the South '
African armed férces, and increasing use of them against the '
liberatipn.movements in southern Africa. '

During the 1960's it was largely the para-military police and
permanent force members of the Defence Force who were deployed
in Rhodesia and northern Namibia, and who also played suppq?ting
roles in the Portuguese wars in Angola and lozambique.

At this stage the position of civilian conscripts was that they
were being %rbined for future action. Part of this training was

- "border duty'. Civilian units were sent close to areas of conflict,
but their mrticipation remained on the whole minor,

With the growth of the armed struggle, particularly in Namibisa,
the picture began to change in the 70's. Increasingly 'border




duty® came to mean active service as the army took over from the
police, This process eccalated ennrmously after the overthrow of
1e faceist fégiﬂe in vortugal in 1974. Thousands of troops were
pushed into Namibia in the following months. The *low-intensity®
war had changed into a 'medium/highﬁ intensity war, with a
corresponding increase in the use of conscripts. This culminated

in the South African invasion of Angola, defeat, and withdrawal
back into Namibia in 1976.

Since then, developments within the country, the éscalating¥
Namibian conflict, as well as the growing activities of freedom
fighters on South African soil, have forced the regime to admit
that it is now involved in total war,
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Conscription
One of the major features of this 'total war! situation is the

- extent to which white society is belng drawn into the military
.. -machine. This is taking place at all levels. The economy is being
e '“geared towards the'needs of war. Civil defence grr'ps are being
set up. Almost every white household possesses at least one gun.
The’media are full of news and opinions on the developing'war; £
And - most importantly‘- the compulsory involvement of white

South.Africans in the military machnne is being more and more
rigourously organised,

Towards the end of 1975 it was announced that civilian reservists
(i.es those people who had completed their basic training) would

be called up for three-month periods (or more). This was at the
time of the invasion of Angola, and this measure was ennounced

as temporary. South Africa withdrew from Angola nearly two and

a half years ago but the three-month call-up has not been withdrawn.
Instead, it has been complemented by an increase in the basic
training period from one to two years, ' |

All white male South Africans (including non-South Africans who
have lived in the country for two years) are registered for

military service at the ege of 16 2t school., They are reouired




- refusing to undergo training can lead to up to three years?

to do two years basic training immediately on finishing school.
Those who receive acadenic deferments are monitored, and if a
three~year course is not completed within five yemrs, ‘the
deferment ends., :

No provision is made for conscientious objection, ercept in very
exceptional circumstances when nonwcombatant-military service
may be allowed., Yenalties for evading service are severe. Someone
who deserts in the face of the enemy can be shot;.-desertion
while on active service leads to up to ten years' imprisoﬁﬂent;

imprisbnmeni. Penalties also exist for in any. way encouraging or
advising someone to avoid military service - up to six yegrs'

After the ingitial period of two years' training (an increasing
part of which includes active service) a man must complete

| eight thirty—day camps’ in _the following eight years. For those |

_ | who oompleted their 1nitial traﬁmag before the two—year period _

:

'was introduced there are thilthreeﬂmonth ‘camps‘ introduced in
1975. '

Apart from the large-scale mobilisation of the white“pOPulafion,
the regime is 2lso beginning to draw recruits from the African,
Indian and Coloured population into its military machine. Already
Africans, Coloureds and Indians are serving in South Africa's
armed forces on a voluntary basis, and there is talk of introducing
compulﬂory military service “for Indians and Coloureds,
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ar-iiecistance
Just as the strength of the liberation army lies in the support
it gets from the majority of the people, so the weakness of the

repressive army lies in the growing demoralisation that takes
place within its ranks as the war develop

Already, the process of demoralisation is taking place, and white

South:Africa is proving to be not as united ac the regime would like
‘us to believe. To counter this a 'totzal war' peychosis is being
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encouraced within the white community. Within the military itself
large emphasis is being placed on the maintenance of morale. *
vrecial 'Pocych-Ac' officers ( eychological actinn) are st+iched
to units in Namibia to report ‘on the 'peychological situation

of the troops.' Due to the restrictions on the media in relation
to internal militery matters it is difficult to come by hard.
evidence of demorslisation within the army, but it seems clear
that the doubling of the period of initial service, plus the
growing number of casualties, has had an effeé¢t on the morale

of men in the army, as well as on those eligible for military
service.,

Y

There éertainly is some evidence that certain forms of resietence
to the war are already taking place, .

The first of theee is conscrigtion.avoidance. This is where those'
who are eligible for:military service avoid that eer71ce by

_leavingrthe country, or by usingvarlous ruses to keep the milltany

at bay, euch s agplylng for deferment or exemption, not
i.nfoming the military of their preeent wherea‘bou'bs, ete,

*Aoéording'to informationigiven.by the relevant minister in the
south African parliament, the numbers of those whn failed to
report for service frsom 1975 -~ 1977 were: ' ”

1975 = 3 314 (595'were convicted for the offence)

1976 = 3 566 (893 convicted) -
1977 - 3 814 (507 convicted)

It is not known how many of these were being called up forhthe
firettime,_or were avoiding further service. Nor is it known

- what percentage remained inside the country or left.

Further figures given by the regime show that in 1976, 63 104 men
were called up. Of thece 37 730 (609) applied for exem; tion or
deferment, 36 448 (58ﬁ) successfully. If we put these figures
alongside the above figure for those who failed to report for
duty in 1976, we find that in 1976, 26 656 men were obliged to
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report for service, and 177 (3 566) failed to do S0.

A revort in the Sunday Times in lay 1976 sald that one regiment
(the Land Light Infentry) had over 159 of its total strength of
trained men on the 'blacklist' - i,e, their names and last-known
addresses handed over to the military poliee, It added that the
success Yate of tracking these men down was lecs than 10%,

It is well known that in the past years thousonds of white South
Africans have left the country, with emigration ekceedingfimmigration
in 1977 for the first time since the ez rly 60's, It cannot be
calculated how many have left the country to avoid conecription,
but there is evidence that it is an.lmportant factor.

- For instance, & report in the @Gape Times of 12 January 1977
referred to newly quallfied doctors who had deferred theirlservice
until they completed their studies, and then leftthe country as
SO0N as they qualified, Anokher‘report in the Cape Times (29/10/77)
i quotes M1nister of the Interior, Mulder, as sayings:. "There ie an
'exodue of profeseional people - even South Africans - who are
*going to other countries....We are taking note of the fact that

- you are deserting the ship'when}we need1you"

some of those oonSCrlption avoiders who leave the country are
eligible for citizenship of other countries (Britain, Bire, the
Netherlands etc). Others acquire citizenshipby marriage., some
register as Etudents, seek work permits, or live illegally '
abroad, and some keep travelling.,

| -
A few have actually made attmepts to contact solidarity organisations
abroad, or foreign govermients, to seek political asylum,

In Britain, eince 1976, about 30 consceription avoiders have
apuroached tue AAll, In addition, some have gone straight to the
Home Offlce, or uought help through WPs, or have gone to other
organisations working in the solidarity field in Britain (notably
Salscom - the South Africen Liberation oolidarity Committee - which
is dealt with in more detail later,)




In Holland about 20 to 25 conscription avoiders have sought

refuge there since 13976, according to newspaper reports. Reports

”aNF also been coming from Botowana that a dogen or so conscrintion
avoiders are therpe. Cther countries to which consecription avoiders
'have gone, or are likely to go, are: the UCA, Australia, New Zealand,
owaziland, Lesotho, Canada, Israel, Scandinsvian countries, and

other European countries,

The legal po¢ition for conscription avoideru uho seek asylum abroad

is generally much the same as for other refugees. They hatve to

prove that they are likely to be persecuted for their religious

or political beliefs if they return to South Africa, and they

have to claim.asylum in the first country they arrive in after leavtng
South Africa (unless in transit). In pratice this has raifed some

problems.
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The British government, for instance, has granted asylum to
military refugees*withoutlaotuully calling it political asylum.
'-It allows pe0ple to stay in Brltain.onh'humanitarian! grounds
by giving'them a blanket residence and work permi+ So far*about

four South African military refugees have been.given;!asylum'f_
in.this way. The situation is 81milar-inrHolland. In Botewana

certain,problems have emerged due to Botswana's generally difficult
refugee situation, and to the difficulties caused.by'some militany

refugees  trying to get from Botswana to B'urope.

An {nteresting method of avoiding comseription and remaining in

the country was revealed by lPolice ilinister Kruger when he said:
“ileny young men who have joined the police force since October 1976
had no intention of making it a career but had done gso to evade
military cervice". (itand Daily !ail 10/5/77). Subsequently, Kruger
passed a luwicompelling people to remain in the pollce force for

at least 24 nonths of ._ermanent service,

Another form of war-resistance currently taking plzce of which there
is some evidence is conscription refusal = i.e. people openly
refusing to do service on the grounds of political, moral or




s eerve. _

religious beliefs (conscientious objection). According to
information given in parliament, the numbers of people who reported
for training~snd then refused to particéipate were as follows:

1975 = 10
1976 ~ 18
1977 - 25

In addition, the number of those who failed to report for service,
were caught, and then gave conscientious objection as a reason for

not reporting, were ac follows:

1975 = 150
1976 - 95 o 39
2977 - 86 *

A report in the Rand Daily Mail of 10 May 1977, which the army
refused to conflrm,or*deny, said that between 10U %o 120 Jehovah!

£ Witnesses were :I.n detantion barracks last year for refusing to

Another form of war-resistance is desﬂ Desertion is generally
regarded as being when someone actually doing service leaves the
army without intending to return. It is not clear what constitutes
desertion legally because South Africa hes not ﬁcrmallycﬂeclsred
war, but it is possible for the law to be interpreted to include
as deserters those people who merely fail to report for training.

Whatever the legal posagtion, the South African regime has denied
on at least one occassion that any servicemen have deserted while
serving in Namibia, ciaiming instead that 31 members of the army
had gone absent without leave, had been charged and sentenced,
Defence Minzster, Botha, specifically denied that between 10 and
100 men had deserted as had been reported in a Geneva newspaper
articie written by Rolf Freiberg of the Inter-parliamentary Facti-

Finding Commission on GSouth Africa,
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The White Communitv and Viar-RhResistanee

We can cee that certain forms of war-resistance are already taking
place on a small but significant scale., It can ve said with some
confidence, that)as the armed struggle develops, these forms

of war-resistance will increase. It is vital for our struggle to
anticipate the develovment of these forms of war-resistance, to
actively encourage them, and - most importantly = to look to the
possibility of encouraging and organising more active forms-of
war-resistance - like information gathering within the military,.
sabotage, anti-war propaganda, pro-liberation movement propagenda,
encouraging people to defect etc,

In order to be able to do these things it is important to_ understand
the white community and the divisions and divergent interests
within it. It is from the white commtmity that the bulle of the
Defence Force is dravn., At the moment it is only for white males
that military service is compulsory, ; 1 B

The regime likes  to present the white community as united minst &3
the 'threat from outsic.t, and in important ways the*white communityi
has buried some of its internal differances in the intereats of
maintaining e solid front to the liberation,foroes. But bene&th

that front lie many division - class and national - which are
likely to begin to bare their teeth as the prosPect of unlimited

war, or imminent defeat, looms more and fore dafkly.

While it would be wishful thinking to believe that large sections
of white South Africa are going to take the side of the liberation
movement at this or any stace of the struggle, it 1is poaaiﬁie that

» significantly large numbers will become fed up with the war, and
refuse to partlclnate, and ; erhaps even actively resist the military

authority.

There is however, at the preseni moment, one sector of the white
South African community from which more active war-resisters - i.e,
those who might enter the militery and subvert it from within -
might come. That sector concists mainly of those white progressives o

students, acadenics, journalists, teachers, xticts, religious
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leaders etc - who have a revolutionacy apprcech to the Couth ifrican

struggle and are =till working ‘'above ground® inside” the country.
It is from aziong:t the ronks of thece meonle tat this stope at
least), who aiready have a fuoirly high level of p011tlcaL .
conscliousnecss, that we are likely to get cadres who will infiltrate
the military.

The ANC's Approach to Viar-Iiesistance
The importance of an understanding of the white community, and
particularly the pocsible role of white 'redicads’, in relation
to war-resistance, liec in the fazct that it helps us to answer

the question of what approgch the ANC should adopt to war-resistance,

We have shown that some forms of war-resistance are alreq@y
*occur:bing to some extent. Should we wait for this proeess to take
'its natural course, or should we actlvely encourage war-resistance?

This queSfion.obviously reloktes to the question: What sort of work
within the military do we consider to be mos% 1mportant or likely?
' The answer'will be contingent on.the Btage that the Btruggle is
at at any moment, and on the de* lOpments within.the society as a

| WhO].eo

Basically our stra gy must be to undermine the military machtne;

This can take various forms:
l) Infiltration of cadres into the army for various purposess
2) Agitation against the war = demoralisation %psrsomel,
encouragement of conﬂcription'avoidanée and desertion,
These basic tasks are not contradictory and in many ways suprlement
-

each other,

£ 4

If we accept the urinciple of infiltration of the army it is
essential to elabor:ste a programme which will make this possible,

We must also concider the question of what to do with those that
have alrezdy *draft-dodged'. Here there are two categories - those
that remain inside Louth ATrica and those that have left. As many
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fall into the latter category we will,concentrate'on these,

e -believe that 1t is neces:ary to "valuate each of bthese cm‘\i,-cfij_ tion
avoiders who leave the country, to check on their security, and then
for political recrutt@ent into one of the following areas:

1) Overseas solidarity work (eg*AA movements) s

2) Activities of the ANC Lxternal ilissionj

3) Internal underground;

4) MK,
Any individual who indicates potential in the last three cqtegories
must be referred to the relevant struetures of the organisation,

We believe (a belief that needs to be turned into a strategy) that
'_conscription avoidance is not an.end in itself and that we should
influence people to remain in the country and'become actively
involved in.all aSpectﬁ of the struggle. The mere fact of‘being
conscripted and having to fight} should not be the sine qua non

for leaving the country.
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'This once apetn brlngs us to the issue of the relationship of
war-resistance work to overall political work withln.the'white
comnunity. An attempt to channel war—resistance from.mere
consceription avoidance or desertion into active resistance must

be based on our overall strategy and tactics,
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Presently there are whites in South Africa (albeit a smallmnumber)
who are politically conscilous and comﬂitted and who are finding
ways of avnldlqﬂ conscription. They believe that they can play a

more mneaningful role by remaining in the country. It is this
section that must be won over to the movement and which will

provide a pos:iible recervoir of recruits for the various tasks
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of the movement.

It is important that we intensify our work in this field to ensure
that we reach and recruit potential cadres before they leave Sowth
Africa., At the moment mavy of the comnscription avoiders whn hzve

left South Africa are not politically motivated. Presently, in an

F L)

- -
LR LA oy 0-— 3
- -




ad hoc manner, we come into contact with some of them. The few that

were politically involved at home have been brought closer to the f
movement and are being involved in various aspects'of the international;
caipeign eqarntt the rooine, However, it ic importdnt that we set
up some structure (cee Concluscion) which will encble us to have
access to larger numbers of conscription awvoiders for the purpose
of politicising them, monitoring their activities, obtaining any
relevant inf?rmation etc. This will also enable us to maintain a
political control over the direction of this issue, It is also
possibke that through these structures we might come into contact

with potential recruits who will return home to continue the
S‘bruggle ¢

Other Organisations working on War-Resistance

The war-resistance issue in relation to South Africa 1s.sldw1y
gaining recognitionlboth inside and_outside the counfny as an
issue of importarice and concern to all those:;nterested in South

African liberation.

Inside the-country.church groups, student groups and the like have
taken up the issue within the limitations allowed by law., In a
recent underground leaf.et the ANC called on soldiers to resist
the war,

I .,
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Outside the country, various solidarity organisations, anti-abartheid
movements, and ANC extornal branches have taken up the issue to

some extent. In London, an ad hoc group consisting of ANC people
(some of them conscription avoiders) who are in the AAl has been
working on the issue of war-resisters in the UK, It has played

a large part in getting the UK government to gr:nt 'asylum:‘ef
‘some sort to war-resisters, and has explored many nther areas of
the probleme and gosuibilitieg of war~resistance work (this ‘

document being a part of that process).
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There is one orgenisation in particular which has taken up the war-
recsksgance issue in a big way, end in so doing has created many
problems, This orgenicsetion is Salscom - the South African Liberztion

. ¥
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Subport Committee, Salcscom is an organisation of white South Africans,




It was formed by three white South Atricans who were ariginally in
Ckhela and who broke away in 1977 from that onrganisation. The three
indivi uals cre Terry shott who in Louth Africa worked in the
'Jilges;ruit Fellowchip Centre outside Johannesburg, and since leawing ;
$he country has studked in Sheffield in the UK, was invnlved to ”
some extent in the British Socialist Workers Farty, and is now
working full-time with Salscomjy Bill Anderson, who left Couth
Africa havvng served in the South African army in Namibia and who
told the westernm press about torture carried out by couth African
troops in Namibia against the population, and who now also works
full-time for Salscom; Don ilorton, the third member, is a former
lethodist minister in South Africa, now based in the U.S.
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Salscom has launched wholeheartedly into the war-resistance issue, = |
and its method of. work and exlutence are Proving a problem for '
the ANC and solidarlty EXroups. It is necess sary to examine Salscom = |
its politics and programmes - in order to help decide what approach.illz

the ANC should adopt to this organisation.

In its inaugural document, published in November 1977, ©r lscom
desreribes the conditions which led to the formation of Okhela

(and itself) as follows:

"Phe rise of the Black Consciousness lovement in South

Africa in the late 1960's was te have a profovnd effect 4
i

on the progresmive'white movement inside and outside ;
the Ccountrye.....Black groups had stated clearly the f
futility, and in fact danger, of relying on white-=-dominated ;
multi-r:éial Orfﬁﬂiﬂﬁtiﬁﬂﬂags agentieof fundamental -é

chanse in iflgu‘th AT IiCas s s i
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"Phe response of the white commnunity towards black

o

consciousness went three differe w

1. Some refused %o accept the new reality and
contynued to work in multi-racial organisetions,

2. Cthers felt that there was nothing that whites
could do and disbanded in disillusionement.*

3, Some recsponded to the BC:l % rﬂghxﬁxé’*\f\d Vg




question was not 'wh-t can we do for bdacks' but rdthﬂr
but rarher 'what can we do about white racism in our
7 own comnuntiy of whitegst!®
This is & fairly rezcsonable assescment of the political posktion
s far as white§ were: concerned after the banmnming of the liberation
aovement. 4 vacuum had been left in the opeéen political sphere, and
the rejection which white pregr@muivem'Experienced from the black

consciousness movement led them and their orgenisations - Nusasg,
the Christian Institute etc. = to seek a role specifically geared

¥

towards the conditions of the time.

The mistake made by Lalscom, and by Okhela as well, was to conclude
from their analysis and perception of the situation that what was
needed was an nrganihatlon of whites that woulﬁ 0perate as a8
parzllel liberation movement - i.e, that would operate clandeetinely
incside the country and work outside the country mobilising-support '
fot the internmal struggle. Their mistake 1ieﬂ in.the fact that they

transfer the strategies dicta bed by internal open struggle to the
strategies of the revolutlonary struggle ass a whole, at all levele.;-

The extent of this gistake becomes clear if we look at Salscom's
attitude to the black consciousness movement and the ANC., It is
precisely because they fail to distinguish between the particular

B PRI & 1 iy A5 s PN

dleunlty.....“

conditions of open sitruggle and the overall conditions of struggle
that Lalscom cén say the following:
"esss.Varinue leadership grours are at present operating ;
nt different levels inside the country and in 'exile, ;
All claim in one way or another to represent the 3
oprressed masses 0f their country, but at this stage i
in the history of the liberation struggle, the various f
elements appear to us to be in a state of considerable ;
3

"DPhe National Liberation .lovement, we believe, will need
to0 be a broad unbrella organisation combining the
progrescsive forcec in struggle zgainst the apartheid
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state., We feel that no ohe.mQVEment represents all this
gt-this cotcree in ‘outh ‘friee; . st
"eeeeeslIn the suprression created by the uprooting of the
FPAC and ANC, the BCM grew in strides and continued the
tradition of recistance.....There can be no doubt that
the BC.I is by far the mnost politically active movement
with a massive following amongst the black population
2 South Africacseees»™ '

"There is a tendency amongst exile groups to be sceptical.
and critical of internal political=deve10pments
eSpecially if these developments are seen as a, threat
to that organisation's wish for exclusive recognition
as the liberation movement.....“

< sdhe Mok Yo BM (¢
"In sumnary 1% seems corpect to & |

indeed in the fo**nfront of the etruggle in South Africa

with a mausive following-amongat-the pelnle. That is not
to say that the BCI is the Natlonal Lfberation.ﬁovement _E
but it does mean that thej’are the most effective pokitical
foree confronting the state at the moment and therefore

the lezderchip of any united force will have to come ‘

lar,s*ely from their ranks."
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"WWhile they have mass support inside the country, the BCil
has been unable to build a substantial support bace
outside the country, largely due to- the monspoly the ANC
has on external support and its paternalistic atfitude
£0 the BCleeeeeAS long as the AlNC claims that it 1is
'the! lesitimate and only vanguard movement, progress
Bn.the inside will be severely hindered.”
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"The traditional liberation mnvements should be a little
hunble and accept that a new force has moved into the 1
vanguard of the National Liberation {ovement that will '
lead South Africa to total liberation.,”

X el
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I+ is clear froa thece cuoteos that Solscom has aistaken particular
conditions of ctruggle for the struggle as a whole, In cubcequent
dicenucsio:.. i.alscom has expresced some regret that it placed co much
enphasis on the black conscinucness movement in its incugural
document. It has even.very recently claimed in discussion that 1t
now recognises the NC as the 'major libevation force! in Uouth

Africa,

Our struggle has developed to & stage where those who once supported
the *'liberation movementg' are now beginning to recognise the ANC

as the only liberatibn movement. The struggle, and our consistency
in relation to 1%, are showing the cofrectnesm of our approach.
Salscom is following this trend. But we must recognise that '
Salscom's existence itself is anti-=ANC, S
Salscom has chosen to devote its major attention to the issue of
war-resistance, Salscom says of this“area‘of activity: -

"We believe that it is esse mtial to establish a very
clear precedent of desertion before we calr expe~v to
see the initiation of widespread dissension being taken
on the inside. Desertion can thus only be seen as a
means to the end in establishing a very firm and clear
support base outside the country that can give whatever
aid necescary to an initiative om the inside."

calScom's aim is to encourage decertion (and ceonscription avoidance)
and by so doing to create an extermal cupport base which, in turn,

| ; . _'\v\'tlzid:_\{ A Q\S‘Ex’ s\ e
will provide support for internally ;n$$a$$éé&d#seaﬁggﬁna Phis is
extrenely vague. What seeas clear is that Ualscom wishes %0 make
use of the war-resistance issue to recruit more people into its
ranks in ofder to give itself a power bace from which to operate
in relation to the strurcgle as a whole,

Salscom also hopes to encourage more active foras of war-recictance.
It suggests that war-rccisters who have -ePvea cone tiae 1n uvae

military can provide information on the military to talscom. This
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information wild be processed ('transferred into charts, reports
and ctrategic maps') and then handed over to the 'liberation :
movement?!, As the large part of the value of this gort of information
lies in the fact that the eneny does not know we have it, 1t seems
risky to have such information collected and passed on from an

organication outside the ATIC, :resuming of course that Balscom
means -the ANC alone when it refers to the liberation movement.

.l w

Salscon has also said in discussion that if any potentialiﬁﬂc
sympathisers or recruits pasced through itg hands, 1t would pass
them on to us. It breacks all rules of security to have an outside
organisation passing recruits on to us, 5.

salscom's approach to war—resistance; then, is problematic, if not
potentially dangerous, | | ‘

w LTy, it P 0 X K 00 R i YT RSSO D SR

There are two particular areas of its work which need looking at, e
The .first is their attmepts to engourage conscription avoidanCe ‘
and desertion within the country. This is done primarily through
: - - proedd s aceg

publicity and propaganda. Its main $i Enii.cseerea 1s the
publication 'Omkeer' which it has posted to people inside the
country, and which has received a fair amount of publicity in the
South African press. As a piece of propaganda 'Omkeer' is worthy
of some praise. What is problematic about 'Omkeer' is that it not
only presents wthose who read it with the idea o@*war—resistance
and the possibility of getting out, but it also presents them with é
an organication - Lilscom - whose role in the st:uggle is ill-defined, ¥

Thus it is confusing. 'Omkeer' ic conce™ned colely with encouraging b
conscrintinn avoidance and decertion. It offers no possibility 3

for work within the military. ‘hic ;roblem arisec precisely because
valscom is not a librration novement and cannot advocate or nrganise

more active forms of war-resistance,. .

The other aiea of telccom's work worthy ~f note is its attempts To
take un the issue of war-resicstonce externally. In this area 1t
has intitiated a fund-raicing campaign, the pressurising of

international and support srganisations and governments to




recognise the issue of z2r-resictancé in Couth Africa, and it has
organisced (iz 50ﬂ6ﬁ~} the - icketing of the nremier nf the pro-

= mercenary fidm 'Vild Geese' otc, ome of these things are thi g
we might do ourcelvec if we launched whole-heartedly into = Wa Y- ;
resistance campaign, . . }
In London Salscom hac alco initiated a Couth African Wwar iesisters E
group (SAWR) with the intention of aiding conscription avniders £

and deserters in the UK and encouraging a pdlitical education

process, It has also initiated the Couth African Military Refugee | E
| _ ‘ e PR T I T § §
Pund (SAMRAF) in an zttenant to raise funds to aid dearstepzgtors.
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Again the problem arises that it is Salscom which has initiated and
is organising thece projects = outside of thae naﬁn.solidarlty _ | :
organisations. This creates competition between Salscom and the :
solidarity movements, For instznce, in the UK there is a danger
that Szlscom's ‘'high-profile' tactics will endanger the gains
made by the AAN in relation to thk government etc. Also, we must
‘-askwhat sort of polltlcal educatlon Salscom will give the paople,_
who come into its handse nnhher-lmpor+ant point is that Salscom's-
approach means that the issue of war-resistance iu-not being fully

related to other solidarity issues, like support for the armed
struggle, the arms boycott etc., and thus the war-resisters
issue can.be_bluwn un out of proportion to other aspects of the

3 truggle ®

The conclusion to be drawn from &ll this is that there are areas ‘ ¢
of work in relation to w r-recistonce which need to be tackled.
There is no doubt that this Lssue 1s caytusing the imaginations )
of the international community. ‘alscon documents (previously |
submittdd) claim that they have the support of many leading people

in Europe gnd North America and come have agreed to serve on

the board of CA AT, It is clear that if we do not tackle the 3
area of worKk ourselves, the wrong organisations will fill the

resultant vacuun,.

Conclus®ons and itecommendations
Wer-resistance is an important espect of zrmed struzgle. It is




poisible on a significant scale in Souwth Africa,

vonccription avoidince and decertion are likely to be the mosi . o
common forms of var-recistunce. But it isc vital for our o truggle

to encourage a0re active forms of war-resistance, and this approach
should be central to our work in.all sphereésS related to the *
war-resistance $issue,

It 1s urgent for the AIIC to adopt 2 clear approach to the war-
resistance issue in order to clarify as soon as poasible”the current
confusion that exists within and without our movement on this issue,
We rccommend that this approach should ftake into account the
inevitable fact that many war-resisters are coming, and will

be coming, into exile, and that attempts should be made to draw

as many of them as possible closer to our movemeht, by'frying

to involve them in solidarity work and, where feasible, in the

work of the ANC itself. ‘ '

We recommend that the Ahb adopt a clear attitude to Salscom, and
that this attitude should centre on th: obserwations made in this
document - namely,. that Selscom is in essence an anti—ANC
organisation, that its work in the area of war-resistance is sowing
confusion, and those aspects of its work which are worthwhile should

be tackled by the ANC or the major solidarity orsanisations,

we recommned that one of the important tacks in relation to war-
resistance should be pr npaganda - both internal and external.
we suggect that internal provasanda chould take account of what
sections of the community - svecitically the white communlty -
it is begng addresced to, and that the issue of war-resistance
should be raised in the context of the overall concerns of the
particular "community. As the monst likely source of active war-
resisters at this stage is the progrecsive whites, we feel that
*pr0pagunda should be aimed at these people, “”i“lng the 1icc '
of war-resistance in the context of the concerns nf_progrexaive
' whites = calling »:: thea T2 ¢tcy in the country, do their service

ts

if necessary, undermine the =zilitery froz within where possible ete,

WRAL ST
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We reconuend that extermal prorzssnda be addressed to S~uth Africans

abroad, ruising the icsue nf wer-recictance, and suggesting the

g -

. poesibilities for active forms of recistance to those who might °

At L Vi PO

be able to return home. ‘e also recommend that general propaganda

ede Ll

on the war-resistance issue be addressed to the overseas publie,
governnents, support groups, etc,

-t e

Part of the function of work on war-resistance outside South Africa
1s the provision of servicec to wer-resisters - i.e. help with
'getting aaylum, material assistance where nécessary, advice, and s0

’ - %,
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on. This is an important way of drawing peOPle closer to our | ‘ B
movement, and thus should be tackled. At the same time the pllght i
- of white gwar-resisters should be kept in perspective to iﬁhﬁék
needs in our movement, &nd should not be allowed to take ah. |
unbalanced place in our work,

We recommend that an all-out attempt be made to draw war-resisters
:in exihe close to the olidar1ty and liberatlon,movements. This
'attempt should include propaganda directed at war—resiatera :
‘aﬁfoad; assiatancevith asylumj advice and material aid; mobilising
around the war-resistance issue in relatlon to governments, the
'puhlio, political p ltleu, churuheu, trade unkons ete; the
involvement of war-recisters in solidarity work; and the relation

of the war-recistance icsneg to other issues such as armed

struggle, arms boycott, other refugees ete.

In the UK we recomnend the following: (this could also apply to
other Luropean countries) '

The aNC;requn t the AAl to0 take u. the issue of war-resistance

as part of its solidarity work, 'ie recommend that this be done
together with & clesr stoiement on the ANC's overall attitude

to war—reaistance, and should include a clecr stitement on Calscom

and any other gcuch organications.

e propoce that & broad cnaiittee be set up by the AAi, 1ncluding

nembersnof the AA.! executive zné head office staff, Some Touth
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