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OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT

To:Bpencer Hodgson
Fax Not: 816~1236

Attention: Mr wWalteyr 8isuln,

43 November 1992.

Deary Cdt Waltﬂr,

“Ucky 18 not well ang is

Jnursday f
there., Y Ior Harara, noxr 1s he likEIY to

YOu leave on
be Accompanying you

This Bpeech was faxed from Mpr. N

Who has already deceop ) -l zimbx;eblwies.nni from Venda University

The People Shall Govern!
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It i3 my pleasure this afternoon to introduce +6 you one
the young Universities in South Africa.

of

The University of
Venda is one of the promising inatitutions in the Northeyn

Region ¢f the Transvaal catering for the
needa of our pqpulntian.

teytliary education

It is of no doubt that many institutions in South Africa
wore created with an aim of furthering the interest aor the
apartheid regime which at this hour rvegrets the agtadh-
1ishmént of ¢Ome of such kind of ingtitutions including our
University. I am glad that when this institution was estabm
lished the boundaries and taerms of raferences of

tregionalisation bacawe the firgt iesues to be nddrnaned
through the weapon of lducation. “

It war ‘he interest o©f the whole Northern Transvaal com-

munity - the Univereity of Venda was establimhed with an
open policy and mipoion statetient. In ny presentation, 1

will later refer to the nission statemant adopted by various

Btrugtures within the University fer our open policy in
dealing with the igiues of the liberation of our people,

As a young Institution, one would always think that the
limitations of the activities of such an institution

woula
c¢ircumvent within the local communities and thelr noeds,
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However, much search for progress and competition in neating

challenges and demands of the entire nation along the Lime

Popo xegion has been & target for the establishment of *ha
University of Venda,

The history of the University of venda goez back to the
year 1980. During this year, there wera 148 Venda speaking
students enrclled at the University of the North plus 83
bursarians of the Venda Government enrolled at other Univer-

sities.

At the reoquest ©f the Planning Committea of the “baunui]. of
the University of the Noxrth a Pilot Committee was appointed

to investigate University Education in Venda. On resommane

dation ¢of the Pilot Committee a branch of the Univeraity of

the North was eatnblinhed in Venda.

parct-time lectures were commenced at the Venda Braneh of the
Univers’’'y of the North on 18 February 1981. The lecturfes
were §. .1 by lecturers from the University of the North to

181 students. The Venda branch became independent from the
University of “the North oh 6 November 1981 when the Univers
sity of Venda Act (Act 19 of 1981) was passed by the Venda
parliament on 06 November 1981).

The inveatituXe of the first Prinoipal of the Univeraity of
venda took place on 08 June 1982. It was at this time that
the University moved to its owh dampus and the residences

were ocuupied in January 1983,
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The University installed {ts first Chancellor, the then Mine

ister of Education, Honourable ERB Nesengani on 03 June
1993,

On 06 September 19848, Nr 2 Nutsila, ona of the pioneers of
educstion in the Northernd Transvaal, together with Prof. P

W du Plessaisg, fornmer Dean of the Faculty of Law at the

University of the North, were both invested as thﬁﬁ_éllar
and vice~-Chancellor of the University of Venda.

The number of students registered increased from 394 in 1982

to 3 172 in 1991. At present the academic, administrative
wnd service staff comprises Of 149, 143 and ‘151 respeg-

tlvely, The twlal student enroliment fozr 1992 is 3 407,

The first phase (phase A) of the devélopment programme of

the University w&s conpléted during the sedond semestay of
1986,

It made provision for a multipurpose hall, a staff

cafeteri) an office block, a wonen’s residence and five lea-

ture halls. Phase ‘A’ cost approximately R4 million.

The infrastructure like the agcess road, the gate, parking

aream, gport f£ioldo, pavilien and other wmall dovelopments
like paving and the installation were also completed during
1988.

In 1987 the construction programmeé for phase B(l) started.

This phase made provision for +the officvial adminietration

plock and the natural science bullding, which was completed
in 1968, 3
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Phase B(2) construction which began in late 1988 make Provie

sion for the academic support buildings and library, which
was completed early mid 1990 and early 1992 Yespeotively.

Tultion {s currently offered in the following + Arts,
Business and Administration, Education, Law, Natural Bcienca
and Agrioulture. At the University’s first graduation
ceremony which was held on 22 June 1985, the following dew
grees were conferred: BA = 93, B,Admin = 4, B.Iuris - 8,
BCom (Hong) = 4, MCom =1, Phd - 1 and Un:lvoru'lit:y Edﬂdltiﬂ;n'

Diplomas - 19.

Dagrees and Diplomas awarded up to date:
1983 = 126 |

1986 = 174

1987 - 282

1988 - 393

1985 ~ 338

1990 = 460

1991 ~ 564

1992

63]

The nunpber ol total graduates produced in ten years is 2

970,

In an endeavour to davelep the ingtitution, a mission gtatge
ment was adopted during the course of this year by various

etruotites to redress the pozsition of the University of
Venda in the new 8outh Africa,
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The mission statement makes reference to the policy of open

redoruitment andd employment, and student admission, where

ethnicity, race, <oléur, sex and cre=ed shall play no role,
This in no doubt oreates an immediate challenge to the
Uilvergity of Venda to accomplish mechanisms of adijustments

to ¢cater for universal needs.

A8 much as the University of Venda is logated ".'.n the visible
‘region along the Limpopo, the Univorlityﬁhln n; part of itm
nission a commitment to utilise its unique ¢geographical get=
ting to engage in venture with institutions and communities
beyond the borders Of South Africa, and wi'il establish and
regularly reassess a set of obijectives to ensure that the
institution meets the challenges rasulting from its mission.

Like in all other institutions, the concept of transforma-
tion is not new at the University of Yyﬁda. It has come to
pbe part of our dally exchange of words in an endeavour %o

redirect the institution towards the people’s needs.

Quoting from the Varsity vVoice produced by the University of

burban~Westville, with reference to 't'.hg process of transfore

mation it i8 argued that "institutions of higher learning,

particvularly Universitlies, nust transform themselves to
facilitate ourruﬁﬁ attenpts at a national level to move
towards a new soolety/! to address and overcome the lagacy of
apartheid and to establish the economic reconstruction of a

poat=apartheid South African society”
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The University of Venda has already begun to address this

A transformation committee has Dbeen

process effectively.

establighed to look Ilnto the needs and the ways in which
this University can be transformed into a people’s Univer-
slty. Through the demccratisation'of all structuzes,

the
University hopes to achieve more than just unity of all the

individuals in the institution., I have previously referred

€0 the mission statenent of the institution ana this Bhould

sarve to lead'tne*way into the objectives and'Strategies of
cutr transformation process, ‘

Although the name UNIVEREITY QF VENDA still carrles tha ason-
notation of a University serving a particulary ¢community, the

University itself has already transcended over such implicaw-
tione.

More than forty peroent 0f ouy student population and
avadenio staff are non~Venda spsaking. This is being

zacilitated by our ethos of non=racial by 1aw and non=

discriminatory by commitment. The tnivereity viewa seo~

tionalism, whether religious, political or cultural, as anw
titheti¢ to academio life.

Wa therefore trust that with €ha

tranaférmation antlicipated by all struoctures, the nane
UNIVERSITY OF VENDA will eoon be changed to suite the
ideologies and needs served by this &nutii:ution.

The Unhiversity of Venda hopes to serve ag one of the most

important, effective and powarful structures in the Northern
Transvaal Region.
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Not only has it realised @-this nesd but alsc @9 set as one
of its objectives %0 help establish and sustain proper

development in coo~operation with other neighbsburing com-
munitieq along i%s borders especlally thoee along the Lim-
popo reégion.

Unemployment is rxife in this area and thes Univei'sity cannot

simply look at these 'populltiﬂm. without oreating possible
aggistance mechanisma to facilitate development.,

Now ouy nmigsion to zimbulwc,' s“ciriaally to this Interﬁn-
tional show. In the first instance, our participation to
this show should be self-explanatory. We participate in
this national or international event because we Mbgu.y

recognise the importance of universality in the upkringing
of every institution. The definition of tniversity would be
inconplete without refepe;iue o the :ldaa ¢ollective par-
It is for this idea that the University of

ticipation.

Venda would like to move, share the experience with other

international institutions thiough possible means of inter~

change of i{deas and oxpaﬁiaa. Ne wish t0 pursue our viaw
of the universal participation of an institution. "

Our second migsion to participate in this show is o eatabe-

1ish friends for the University of Venda. We wish toc share
our academic life with the international community, above

all create a rich environment of our student learning ace

tivities at thim institution by linking with various in-
stitutions with similar intereat.

7
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This mission will be accoomplished by linking some of our

faculties, schools or Departments with thosa of other in-
stitutions with an aim to facilitate possible exchange

programmes for both staff and students. Thege programmas

will help all of us in furthering the achievement of intele

legtual objectives compatible with those of the Uhiversal
fraternity of scholars. As such, the university’s standards

of achievement and integrity can be constantly examined,

The University ¢of Venda has for this purpose established a
committes which deals with links with the internaticmal in-~
stitutions to facilitate possaible contacts between institu-

tions to facilitate possible contacts between our University
and other tertiary institutions, for whieh it nay &ml

So. I am glad the committee 48 part of the deleqation today
and will start the informal deliberations with mest of you

¥oday. This day ohould then ba Lalwi WM the diy in which

the University of venda begins to queat for lts share in the
international pursuance of education. Deay Odmrades, at
this moment I wish to officially inforn you that the Univer=

eity of Venda wishes to propose links with youy ingtitutions
and we shall be glad to receive follow=up lettere, ¢alls And

visits from your institutions to our University for the
benefit of our universal community, I have no doubt that

this 1dea had already sweetened your ears and this is the

reason why you availed yourgelf to this short presentation

of the University of Venda.
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The acting Director of Public Relations and Development wiil
be avalilable at the University of Venda (stall number €7)
until Friday 27 November 1992 and will appreciate meeting

you and give you more information on the University of
Venda.




