SECRET

The South African regi ne has stepped

up its repression of communities in-

vol ved in mass protest by carrying out

five executions. Three of these took

pl ace w t hout forewarning or publi-

city and only becane known sone

nonths later. At the sane tine at |east
fifteen nore death sentences have

been passed since July, 11 of themin

the Eastern Cape. Faced with increas-

i ng support for the condemed

prisoners the authorities have resorted

to threats agai nst those organising the
canpai gn to save their lives.

Police clashed withnmourners on 1 Septem

ber when Mami Wellington MELIES (22) and
Moses Miyanda JANTJIES (27) were hanged

in Pretoria Central Prison, the latest victins of
the apartheid | egal system Their execution
which was carried out with only a week’ 5 notice
to the condemmed nen and wi t hout any officia
notification to their famlies, was w dely con-
med. Melies and Jantjies, sentenced for the
[ing of a notorious councillor, Kinikini, and
others in 1985, were anongst the thirty-two
peopl e on Death Row for whomthe South
African Youth Congress (SAYCOH | aunched a
canpaign in July. (FOCUS 72 p. 1,7)

The gravity of the situation becane even

nore evident when it was revealed a week |ater
that three nore people believed to be awaiting
execution had al ready been hanged. In 1983
regul ati ons were anended to all ow executions
to take pl ace unannounced. This change was
made in the wake of the executions of ANC
conbat ants Marcus Thabo Mt aung, Thelle

Si nron Mogoer ane and Jerry Semano Msol ol
which were net with w despread protest inside
the country. The executions reported in

Sept enber - of Sol omron MAOMSHA, Al ex
MATSEPANE and Elili WEBUSH E - are the first
known to have been carried out in this way.
News of the inpending execution of Melies
and Jantjies was given by Melies to his nother
Jane, when she visited himon 25 August. Al -
though the nen's petition for | eave to appea
had been turned down in May (see FOCUS 71

), their lawyers had | odged a plea for

$mency with the Justice Departnment the fol-
owi ng nonth and no response to this had been
recei ved. Nevertheless, and in spite of w de-
spread protests, the executions went ahead.
Amongst those who made urgent appeals for

the men were the Northern Transvaal Youth
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Congress (NOTYCO, the Southern African

Cat hol i ¢ Bi shops Conference (SACBC), the
Det ai nees Parents Support Committee (DPSC)
and the Federation of Transvaal Wnen
(Fedtraw). Fedtraw s Soweto Wonen’'s G oup

tel exed the wi ves of President Botha and M n-
ister of Law and Order Vliok urging them'to
prevent |ives being wasted i nstead of reha-
bilitating them.

Three hundred people attended a church
service on the eve of the execution at which
Frank Chi kane, general secretary of the South
African Council of Churches, called on
President Botha to comute the sentences. In



hi s nessage Archbi shop Desnond Tutu

rem nded the President of how he had hel ped
secure a reprieve for South African mercenaries
convicted in the Seychelles. In addition the
Foreign Mnister of the Federal Republic of
Germany nmade an approach on behalf of all the
EEC countri es.

The nen’s nothers, Jane Melies and

Merose Jantjies, gathered with other relatives
out side the prison on the norning of the execu-
tion. They said their sons were 'happy to die for
the struggl e agai nst apartheid and had told
themnot to worry. They were joined by Wnnie
Mandel a and Paul i ne Mam ke Ml oi se whose

son Benjam n was executed in Cctober 1985.
(FOCUS 65 p. 7)

Later in the day 200 heavi n-armed police
cordoned off Khotso House in Johannesburg

wher e SAYCO was hosting a menorial neeting
attended by some 300 peopl e and addressed by

a nunber of speakers including Melies’ uncle.
Ben de Booi

i njured when police forcibly dispersed the
crowmd afterwards and three people. two of

them journalists, were briefly detained. Police
al so used teargas at Park Station, Johannes-
burg, and clashed with three thousand students
who had raised the ANC flag at the University
of the Western Cape. A phoneLin poll conduct-
ed by The Star, 3 Johannesburg eveni ng news-
paper, showed a majority opposed to the exe-
cutions.

At the end of August the SACBC issued a
statenent on behalf of all those facing execu-
tion, recomendi ng 'commutation of the death
sentences’ and urging 'all concerned to take up
the issue of capital punishnment.’ They further
poi nted out that 'great nunbers of people in-
cluding a powerful youth novenent, consider
that what these persons stand condemmed of

are "acts of war" perforned in the liberation
struggle, in which the South African state is
responsi bl e for even greater and nore w de-
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spread viol ence.’

In Parliament on 3 Septenber the Mnister

of Law and Order responded to what he terned
the "outcry’ over the executions. In particular he
sounded a warning to all those nmaki ng appeal s
on behal f of those under sentence of death:
"They are playing with fire and they' Il get
burned.’ (8 4.9.87)

Organi sations in a nunmber of countries have
responded to SAYCO s call for an internationa
canpai gn to save the lives of those awaiting
execution. In Britain a delegation fromthe Anti -
Apart heid Movenment visited the Foreign and
Conmmonweal th Office on 9 Septenber to ask

for increased government action on their behalf.
They were told that the British enbassy had

di scovered that three of those nanmed in

SAYCO s list had al ready been executed. Two

of them Sol onon Maowasha (23) and Al ex

Mat sepane (20) were hanged on 5 Decenber

1986 |l ess than six nmonths after they were sen-
tenced to death for the killing of two police
informers in the nmountains outside Tzaneen

Very little is known of their case. However.
police and arny repression in the regi on had
been so severe that many young people were
driven fromtheir hones and forced to |ive rough
in the nountains.

The third person reported as executed was

Elili Webushe, about whom even |ess is known.

H s death sentence was reported by the Bureau
for Information in June 1986 in connection

with a "necklacing in Jansenville’ in the Eastern
Cape. The British governnent did not know
exactly when he was executed. However, a
newspaper report on 20 August 1987 announ-

ced the execution of seven nmen the previous

day. One was naned as Raynond Gaebi she
"sentenced to death in June 1986 in Cape Town
for a necklace murder.’” It is likely that Wbushe
and Gmebi she are the sane person. (Star

20.8.87; Ind 10.9.87)

These secret hangings and reports of at |east

ei ghteen ot her death sentences passed since

May enphasi sed the great urgency of the

SAYCO canpai gn. Anpngst the first signato-

ries to their petition were Al bertina Sisulu and
Paul i ne Mol oi se as well as a nunmber of relatives
of those who have been condemmed: Regina
Sefatsa, wife of Mjalefa Reginald; Reuben
Mokhesi, father of Francis, and Leah Mkoena,
not her of Reid Malebo (3" anong the Shar-
peville Six). MIlicent Ngidi, whose son Be-

ki sizwe Philip has been sentenced, signed

al ongsi de Sonnyboy Tsawane, brother of

Josiah. (FOCUS 63 p. 7, 68 p. 7)
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were detained after illegally entering the
country from Bot swana. Gordon Wbster was
previously detained in April 1986 and freed
fromarmed guard in Edendal e Hospital by

fell ow conbatant Robert MBride and ot hers.
McBri de has since been condemmed to death

for a bonb attack in Durban. (FOCUS 71 p. 6)

On 28 Septenber police confirmed that
McBride's sister Bronwn was agai n bei ng de-
tained. She was first held in August but rel eased
after lawers argued that her baby son was
suffering from’'acute nmaternal deprivation.’
(NN 13.8.87; Star 26.9.87; BBC 30.9.87)

Four all eged regi onal conmanders of the

ANC were anpong thirty-three peopl e detai ned

in the Western Cape, according to the Mnister
of Law and Order. The detentions were said to
be related to activities of Unkhonto we Sizwe
fromJuly 1986 to July 1987. News reports
naned one detai nee as Jenny SCHREI NER, a

| ecturer at the University of Cape Town. A |arge
quantity of arms and amunition had been re-
DETAIN EES _ Additional to previous FOCUS |lists
7

covered in a flat in Wnberg, according to the
reports. (Star 2.10.87)

In the Johannesburg and Pretoria areas 12
people alleged to be trained guerrillas, two
recruits and two acconplices were detained.

Li npet m nes, hand grenades, dynamte and an
AK-47 rifle were anong weapons seized in this
operation by police. According to the police the
various operations in the Wstern Cape and
Transvaal have resulted in the detention of 49
all eged ANC guerrillas. (S.Star 77. 70.87)
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peopl e

28.9. 87

Rep. 11.10. 87 W Cape & Transvaal

MOROBE, Mur phy

VALLi , Mohaned

SEMARR, Karima (20)

PAUL, John (21)

LOVBARD, Col | een (37)

BAADJI ES, O enment (19)

DRANMAT, Anwar (19)

LOUW Nazeem (24)

PANDY, Yasnina (20)

RHOODI E, Wal ter (24)

VEAREY, Jereny (24)

PEDRO, N kl o (20)

SMT, Patricia (27)

FORTU N, David (22)

KARRI EM Ashraf (23)

PETERSEN, (23)

RUTLEDGE, Chri stopher (17)

SERCKE, Jaki

SCHREI NER, Jennifer (30)

WEBSTER, Gordon and 3 unnamed

MCBRI DE, Bronwyn

49 unnamed peopl e

bal acl avas

| SA 29. UDF Acting Publicity Sec.

| SA 29. UDF NEC nenber

Det ai ned by nen in

Contested detention in

Suprene Court

| SA 29

| SA 29. WP Chair. Det. with John Gordon of USPG (I ater
deported to Britain)

DAU, Frederick

KHAMELI , Tshifiwa

MABARA, Christine

MAKUVBAN E, Tshi vhul aw

MALADA, Robert

MASI NDI, Mashudu

MAVHI NA,  Moof heni

MOLELE, Mary

MPHI GALALE, Azwi t akal el i

NTHAMBELENI , Lawr ence

RATSHI TANGA, Tendanudzi nu Robert

THABELA, Phil enon

TSHI TANGANO, Charl es

ABASS, Zuraya

| SA 29

| SA 29

| SA 29. Ampngst 15 peopl e reported det ai ned,

i ncludi ng Masindi, an alleged guerilia

(See Venda under BANTUSTANS)

| SA 29. Organi zer, Mal a Songo/o/o children’s paper. Salt
Ri ver resident

| SA 29. Bookkeeper, South newspaper

| SA 29. Resident of Bonteheuwel

| SA 29. Teacher in Gassy Park

| SA 29. WC student. Resident of Wnberg

| SA 29. Teacher at Ravensnead, detained from school
| SA 29. W student. Resident of Mdssel Bay

| SA 29. Fiancee of Cecil ESAU, recently inprisoned (ESAU
& OTHERS, FOCUS 72)

| SA 29. Detained on board ship in Cape Town. Resident of
El sies River

| SA 29. WC final year 8 Comm student

| SA 29. UWC Hi gher Education student

| SA 29. Detained after being arrested, charged with arson
and rel eased into nmother’ s custody

| SA 29. Editorial director, Skotavilie Publishers
| SA 29. United Wonen's Organisation. ($ee ARMVED



STRUGGLE)

| SA 29. ANC. After allegedly entering SA from Bot swana
(see ARVED STRUGGLE)

| SA 29. (see ARMED STRUGGLE)

| SA 29. Allegedly connected with arnmed struggle (possibly
i ncl udi ng sorme nanmed above). (See ARMED STRUGGLE)
ABBREVI ATl ONS

Laws: I SA - Internal Security Act

Organi sati ons:

Cape; WP - Wentworth i nprovenent Project

SECRET EXECUTI ONS

continued fromp. 72

( TMORE DEATH SENTENCES

The foll owi ng death sentences have been re-
ported since the |last issue of FOCUS:

0 Joseph CH DI (23) sentenced on 16 Sep-

tember for the killing of a Tenbisa councillor in
May 1986.

0 Vuyisiie GONi, a nenmber of the Port Eliza-

beth Yout h Congress (PEYCO from Wl ner.

O G lindoda GXEKWA (22), a nenber of the

U t enhage Yout h Congress, sentenced on 13

August for the killing of a suspected infornmer in
March 1985.

O M ondol ozi GXOTH WE, PEYCO nenber,

sentenced for killing a policeman in Decenber
1985.

J

| Tsepo LETSOARE (22), a nenber of the

Port Elizabeth Youth Congress, sentenced on 4
Septenber for the killing of a suspected inform
er in Mtherwell in Cctober 1985.

0 M chael LUCAS from Bongol et hu sent en-

ced in August for the killing of a bus inspector
in April 1986.

O Livingstone MALGAS (40), Lulanmile

MANDI (29), M chael MAMBUKWE (30) sen-

tenced in Grahanstown on 6 Cctober.

0 Qupa Josi as MBONANE (21) and Si busiso

Senel e MASUKU (23) sentenced on 31 August

for the killing of a policeman in Soshanguve in
February 1986. Msuku is al ready serving 10
years’ for involvenment in the ANC s arned

UDF - United Denocratic Front; USPG - United Society for the Propagation of the Gospel; U
WC - University of the Western

struggle. (FOCUS 72 p. 6)

0 Dai sy MODI SE (25), Thomas CHAUKE

(27), Johannes TSHABALALA (18), nenbers

of the Stinkwater Youth Organisation, senten-
ced in May 1987.

O Johannes MOSEKI (23), sentenced on 19

Cctober for the killing of a Tenbisa policenan.
0 N co Ledube MNYAMANA (31), Menzi

TAFANE (21), sentenced in Port Elizabeth on

25 Sept enber.

0 Mki YELANI (21) from Uitenhage.



