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" ANDREW MASONDO - ANC

Lecturer Departnent of Mathematics and Applied Maths
University Coll ege of Fort Hare 1960- 1963.

Went to Robben Island for political reasons (ANC) 1963-1976
(11 years with Mandela in sanme section).

Left the country 1976.

Menber of the National Executive Committee and Nati onal
Political Comm ssar of ANC 1977ul 985.

Head at Departnent or Manpawer Devel opnent and Trai ni ng of
the ANC 1983 n 1986.

Per manent Menber of the Education Council Principal of

Sol onon Mahl angu Freedom Col | ege Secondary Di vi si on and
Coordi nator of Principals Conmttee, Menmber of College

Di rectorate.



ADDRESS TO THE 32nd ASSEMBLY OF THE WORLD FEDERATI ON

OF ORGANI SATI ONS OF THE TEACHI NG PROSESSI ON

ON BEHALF OF THE AFRI CAN NATI ONAL CONGRESS OF SOUTH AFRI CA
AND THE SOUTH AFRI CAN CONGRESS OF TRADE UNI ONS

by ANDREW MASONDO

Chai r per son,

Leaders of the WCOTP

Leaders of Teachers’ Organisations.

Di stingui shed CGuests.

Fel | ow t eachers.

The African National Congress and the South African Congress of
Trade Unions are grateful for the invitation to attend this
Assenbly of World Teachers. Personally it is an honour for me
to rub shoulders with coll eagues in a profession which is the
gueen and servant of all professions.

The teaching profession is at the base of society.

Politicians, Econom sts, Scientists. Doctors, Philosophers, you
name it. have gone through the hands of teachers. God creates
and the teacher noul ds.

The fact that the theme of the Assenbly is "Values in Public
Education"” is extremely significant. This theme recogni ses
that in the devel opnent of values in society the teacher plays
a basic role. This is particularly so in nbodern tines where
parents spend less and less tinme with their children. The
teacher cannot transmit and devel op values that he or she does
not accept or has never acquired. If by Public Education we
mean education for the public then the values will be those
that the public accepts and has acquired. Wether the will of
the public will be expressed by the State or sone public
organi sation is immterial because those values will be those
of the dom nant group that has control of the School System A
good teacher brought up in a racist society will produce

raci sts. because his or her conception of good val ues are
raci st val ues. Sonmebody brought up in a system where property
is nmore inmportant than human Iife will inculcate such val ues
and even work to produce a bonb that destroys |life and
preserves property. It would appear to ne that a teacher
cannot be neutral in society. The teacher nust be involved in
i nfluencing society to have values that are worthy to
transmt. The greatest problemfacing the teacher in
transmtting and devel oping values in the students is that of
conpetition with the mass nmedia, political organisations and
literature that is produced and distributed. This also affects
the teacher’s own val ues.



Even words are given different neanings. Wrds |ike Denocracy,
Freedom Terrorismetc. have different neanings for different
soci eties. The African National Congress was forned in 1912.
For close to 50 of the 76 years of its existence it has
advocated a peaceful solution of the problens of South Africa
and during this half a century the South African regi me has
killed our people. In 1960 after killing people in Sharpville
and Langa the racist regine went further to ban the ANC. The
regi me continued this by banning the 17 Bl ack Consci ous

Organi sations after killing nore than 800 of our people, the
majority of whomwere children. in 1976. Once nore, after
killing thousands of school children, they have banned the

United Denocratic Front. the Congress of South African Trade
Uni ons and many others. The pattern is that the South African
regi me does not |ike peaceful resistance. It starts by
shoot i ng peopl e who use non-viol ence and then bans

organi sations that use non-viol ent nmethods. The crinme of the
African National Congress is that it believes, as do the other

Organi sations that have been recently banned, -"that South
Africa belongs to all who live init. black and white. and that
no government can justly rule unless by the will of all its

peopl e”. To defend our children and to fight for the above
beliefs is Treason and Terrorism

The Botha-Malan militarist and raci st regi me has bonbed African
Nat i onal Congress offices and residences in London. Sweden.

Zi mhabwe. Lesotho, Swazil and, Modzanbi que, Zanbi a and Bot swana.
The regime has also killed ANC people in these countries and
has al so ki dnapped them The npbst recent nurder was that of
Conr ade Dul ci e Septenber in France. According to the Reagan
Admi nistration and the Thatcher CGovernment this is not Treason
nor Terrorism it is the African National Congress which has
never bonmbed South African M ssions anywhere in the Wrld and
has never ki dnapped nor killed the South African regine’s
personnel anywhere in the Wrld. that is a Terrori st

Or gani sati on.

The African National Congress and the South African Congress of
Trade Unions believe in the Unity of all Anti-Apartheid forces
i nside the country. They have al ways urged that there shoul d
be one National Organisation for the Students. one Nationa
Organi sation for Wrnen, one National Trade Union Federation and
one United Front. That is why we encouraged the fornmation of
the United Denocratic Front, and the Congress of South African
Trade Unions and support them The African National Congress
has no quarrel with people or Organisations that believe in
fighting the regi me by non-violent means as |ong as they do
fight the reginme. W do have problens with people or

Organi sations that advocate non-viol ence agai nst the regi ne
that kills our people in cold blood but use viol ence agai nst
our people as Chief Berthelezi and his |nkatha do.



The African National Congress takes the question of Education
very seriously. The stuggle for a better Education has cost us
the precious lives of our Youth in their thousands. their
detention, arrest, torture and hangi ng. 63. 360 chil dren under
17 years are awaiting trial in prisons. Over 50 of our people
are waiting to be hanged for political offenses and nost of
them are yout hs.

There can be no Education System w t hout Students. nor without
Teachers. Since this is the case. therefore. teachers depend
on the students for exercising their profession and students
depend on teachers for their education. It seens to us that
the cooperati on between the Teachers and the Students is

i mperative. The African National Congress and its allies
therefore encourage a cl ose working together between Teacher
Organi sations and Student Organi sations. An education system
that is not good for the students can never be good for the

t eachers.

The African National Congress and the South African Congress of
Trade Unions are conmitted to encouragi ng teacher unity within
South Africa and also to the formation of one teacher
Federation for the country.

The process that was started in Harare has all our support,
encour agenent and assi stance. W are convinced that the

Organi sations from South Africa participating here are
commtted to Unity and will assist a great deal in the
process. W have confidence that by the next Assenbly Teacher
Unity will have been achieved. If our teachers are going to
nmake an inmpact on the liberation of the education system from
raci st control and influence they need to be united and
coordinate with the rest of the Trade Uni on Movenment. the Mass
Denocratic nmovenent and the Student Organi sations. Teachers
can never be neutral in the South African probl em

VWhen young people conme to the African National Congress from
within the country, they are asked whether they want to work
for the ANC full-tinme or join the Liberation Arny, or whether
they want to go to school. This is done because the ANC
considers both military and acadenic training as equally

i mportant. One is inmportant for the overthrow of Apartheid.
the other is inmportant for the devel opnment of a prosperous. and
denocratic South Africa. People do not eat slogans but nust
produce the food and better life for which so nuch sacrifice
was needed. They need freedomand liberty in concrete terms.



The African National Congress, to neet the denmands of those who
choose education, has with the help of the land given by the
Tanzani an Government. and international solidarity. built

Sol onon Mahl angn Freedom Col | ege and a Vocational Centre to
train the victinms of Apartheid. There is also a paranedica
training centre in Angol a.

We therefore appeal for funds and material assistance for the
School and also for the struggle of the teachers and students
i nside the country.

We appeal to your organisations to put pressure on your
governments to concretely show that Apartheid is a crine

agai nst Humanity and a Heresy.

W al so appeal that you educate your young peopl e about the

| egi ti macy of our struggle.

We assure you that sanctions will affect us but will affect
those who flourish on Apartheid nore and therefore will assist
in the dowmnfall of Apartheid. Do not listen to Reagan and Ms
That cher when they say that they feel for us. Wiy do they not
feel for the ordinary people of Nicaragua and Pol and? What
they nean is that their profits will suffer.

We appeal that you put your weight into the Rel ease the
Chi l dren Canpai gn and the Rel ease Mandel a and other politica
pri soners canpai gn.

We want to thank WCOTP and ot her Organisations that assist in
our struggle for better Education and Freedom

Let us teach peace!

Let us teach that life is nore inmportant than property and
profit!

Let us teach the right for all to be free!

The African National Congress believes that. "The doors of
Learning and Culture shall be open to all, irrespective of
colour, race or creed.”

This what is Treason.



