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STATEMENT ON THE ASSASSINATION OF BHEKI MLANGENT
(CHEADLE THOMPSON & HAYSOM ATTORNEYS)

Bheki Mlangeni was killed by a high technology assassination

device implanted in the earphones of a walkman at about 9.30pm

last night.

Bheki Mlangeni was a candidate attorney at Cheadle Thompson &
- Haysom. As such he had been predominantly involved in
investigating the activities of hit squads, the CCB and the
clandestine operations at Vlakplaas. He was a member of the
legal team representing the Independent Board of Inquiry into
Informal Repression at the Harms Commission both in London and

Pretoria. During the Commission he received a death threat

arising out of his work.

Bheki Mlangeni had been a candidate attorney for two vears, and
was about to write*his attorney’s admission exams this month. t
He was highly regarded by his colleagues both as a professional

lawyer and as a colleague. He had recently been invited to join

our permanent professional staff. He was enormously popular
amongst colleagues, clients and staff, generous with his time,

courageous in his political and professional life, courteocus and
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understanding to all who sought his assistance, gentle and

strong,” he possessed both humour and compassion.

Bheki was, notwithstanding his youth, regarded as a community
leader of the highest calibre. He was the ANC Jabulani Branch
Chairman. He was a former student leader af Fort Hare and Wits

Universities. As an activist he had been detained for lengthy
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issues as education officer for the Soweto Clvic Assoclation.

He was married to Sepati and leaves a son, Mandla, aged two. He
supported his three brothers, a sister and his parents. Bheki
came from a poor and honest working~class background. When
asked 1f his father was proud of his professional achievement
Bhekl would reply simply and sincerely ‘Yes, but not as proud as

I am of my father’.

Bheki’s death is a true loss to the New South Africa. He
uniquely embodied the new non-racial future not only by virtue
Oof the work he performed daily but also in his ordinary every

day Jdealiuys witlh the people around him, sid and reuns'; blask
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Bheki Mlangeni was a lawyer involved in the exposure of

assassination squads. To kill lawyers is to attack the legal
system. To kill lawyers who pursue justice is to destroy
achievement of justice itself. Bheki’s death only underlines

the importance of continuing with the work in which he was

invalvad.
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Our Ref- PH/H1/89

5 April 1990

The Secretary

Harms Commission of Inquiry '

PRETORIA FAX (012)322-9652
ATT: MR CHRIS ERASMUS

DeaY Mr Erasmus

B Mlangeni of our office received a telephone call from an
unknown person informing him that a "hit sguad" had been
despatched today to Lusaka to kill captain Dirk Coetzee. Mrxr
Mlangeni is an articled ~lerk in our firm and is in fact working
on the Commission and has been conducting reseaxch in certain

areas.

We are unaware as to whether this telephone call is a hoax oOr
not, however it igs cause for concern as it is clear that the
1ife of Captain Dirk Coetzee may well be at risk. We realise
that there is very little that the Commission can do about such
things however it may be appropriate that the phone call be
brought to the attention of the Minister of Law and Order if Mr

Justice Harms deems 1t appropriate.

yours faithfully S
CHEADLE THOMPSON & HAYSOM

. ' : : A LLB LLA, P S Banjumun BA LLB LLM,
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