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Threats of
nationalisation
being used

as blackmail
Bvadeommnmrr

THE ANC still believes in nationali-
sation - only this time it's more a
business strategy than a political
policy.

That was the conclusion of bruised
and battered negotiators this week
after the Government, ANC, Voda-
com and MTN resolved the cellular
phone issue by agreeing to increase -
black and public sector sharehold-
ing and participation in the two con-
sortiums.

The deal came after an ANC threat
to nationalise the cellular phone
industry.

This could be the shape of things to
come in the new South Africa as the
ANC. fresh from its triumph in the
cellular phone dispute, is tempted to
use nationalisation bogeyman tactic
in other industries.

The ANC has already threatened
. | to nationalise the highly profitably
pharmaceutical industry because of
its exorbitant prices for medicines.

Don’t be surprised if black busi-
ness and the public sector are soon
offered shares by the big pharmaceu-
ticals, business watchers say.

Touch-and-go

Negotiators emerging from the cel-
lular phone deal told the Sunday Star
that ANC secretary-general Cyril
Ramaphosa's threat earlier in the
week to nationalise the cellular con-
sortiums when the ANC was in power,
was taken very seriously indeed.

“It was touch-and-go," they agreed.
In the end a deal was struck increas-
ing black shareholding and ensuring
black-run businesses would provide
at least half the services in both con-
sortiums.

After next year’s elections, the ANC
is likely to hold sway over government
including parastatal shareholders L
Telkom (50 percent of Vodacom) and
Transnet (20 percent of MTN). This
means ANC government interests
will score every time you insert your _
Vodacard.

The solution fits ANC policy of a
mixed economy hetween the private
and public sector, and of empowering
blacks disadvantaged by apartheid.

But the Government accuses the
ANC of blowing hot and cold on
nationalisation to suit itself. This
showed it was not a coherent politi-
cal party and was open to influence
by different factions, notably Cosatu.

“It makes the whole process of
negotiation difficult and undermines
the credibility of  agreements
reached.” Government sources com-
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M Early waming: ANC leader
says South Alrica's civil -
service will be reshaped under
anew goveminenl.

BY Tom Youscrussann

London - South Africa’s civil service
could expect significant reconstruc-
tion at high levels afler next vear’s
general election, ANC secretary-gen-
eral Cyril Ramaphosa warnpeq yes-
{erday.

However, this did nol imply mass
retrenchmentls of existing civil ser-
vice slafl,

"A new government should nol
wanl lo see an increase in levels of
uncmployment. Dismissals will be
avoided as much as possible,”
Ramaphosa said. “Rather, we want a

service thal will enhance the way in
- which the country is moving. We can-
nol continue lo have a civil service
that is stil) committed Lo apartheid,”
he said.

The ANC understood there was
nervousness amd insecurily aboul the
fulure wilhin the existing civil ser-
vice and it sought o reassure them.

“A new government is responsible
for addressing these insecurilies, but
in 50 doing will have 1o balunce that
with the expectations of our people,

Our people have been locked out for

change in direclion. We want a civil-

Cyril

50 long,” Ramaphosa said.’

He was in London yeslerday 1o -

address a group of ANC rainces al 2
British civil service college.

Their six-week course is spon
sored by the Overseas Development
Administration and includes a two-
week altaclment period 10 a British
government depariment. ;

Ramaphosa said the experience:

gained through this training would
ensure that South Africa’s new goy-
ernment was close (o the people, sen-
silive to their needs and responsive
lotheirexpectations.

The training cowrse is open to all
political parties and members of the
PAC and Inkatha have aiready par-
licipated.

“The experienee that our people
are gaining here will ensure that we

emerge not only with a good civil ser- -

viee but with a good constilution,”
Ramaphosasaid. : o

Ramaphosa _
(left) and Thabo | ¥
Mbeki (right). : o

He thanked the Brilish people for
their -ecommitment (o the struggle
againsl apartheid and for their con-
tinuing assistance during the transi-

_liontodemocracy.

The negoliation process, he said,
was moving . towards Imality but
there remained much waork to be
done. - - i

“The negolialing process is eur-

- rently facing a few difficufties in {hat
- a number of parlies have walked out
~and formed {hemselves into (he

Freedom Alliance.

*This shonld eorrectly be called
the Apartheid Alliance.” Rama-
phosa said the ANC remained com-
mitled to holding discussions with
the alliance, but this did not mean

the negolialing process would be
“delayed any further. :

“We hope that lomorrow they will
bring forward new proposals (hat
will pull us out of the current dead-

We "ll féshidhéhew—style anti-apartheid

civil service after April, warns Ramaphosa

* lock. -

“If they do so we are prepared lo
give serious consideration to lheir
needs,” Ramaphosa said. i

Meanwhile, at Limmassol in
Cyprus, ANC nalional chairman
Thabo Mbeki told delegates at Uie
Commonwealth © Heads of
Government Meeting (CHOGM) that
he was sure {he organisation under-

* slood South Afriea's economic prob-

lems and wanted to sce a slable
country. i
Thus he was confident that it

" would take a decision in principle lo

underwrite a negotiated seitlement.
“Otherwise,” he said, "we will be in
very serious trouble indeed in South
Africa.” Bul he admitted thal he did
not know what the Commonwealth's
capacity would be 1o assist the new
South Africa economically, =

. The 37 Commonsvealth leaders
altending this two-yearly Heads of
Government Meeling (CHOGM) went
into {heir customary weekend relreat
allhe coaslal resorl of Paphos yesler-
da}l' .

They are cxpecled to issue a stale
ment responding 1o Mbeki's appeal
and setling out more fully the posi-
lion they have reached on South
Africa. ; 3

Mbeki and the ANC's Mondi:
Maimang are attending CHOGM as
guesls of the rotating hosts, this limg-
the Cyprus government, . +:0 ¢
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WINNIE welcomes policemen who take an oath to serve their communities

‘Time for war talk over’

. | Serving the people:

More than 500 members of *
the Police and Prisons
Civil Rights Union in the
PWV region yesterday
took an oath binding them
to the communities they
serve.

BY JoviaL Ranta0
POLITICAL REPORTER

“WE WANT a policeman to be
someone you can ask direclions
from, not someone o fhrow petrol
bombs at," Winnie Mandela told
black policemen and prison warders
at a Poperu rally at Soweto’s Orlan-
do Stadium yesterday.

She stood at attention in front of a
mixed SAP/Umkhonto We

Al

Sizwe/Apla platoon, saluted the
men, and described the occasion,
which was granted lasl minute per-
mission by the police to proceed le-
gally, as historic.

“In my wildest dreams I never
thought I would stand here address-
ing the system,” she said, and turned
towards the policemen. “I'm sure
that you also never thought that
you'd attend a meeting addressed by
some of us, unless you were on
duty.”

After the oath, Maxwell Nemad-
zivhanani, Pan Africanist Congress
national organiser, said the day
would come when not a single bullet
from the Azanian People’s Libera-
tion Army would be directed against
black policemen.

Mandela, chairman of the south-
ern Transvaal region of the South
African National Civic Organisation,

accepted a copy of an oath from
Popcru president “General” Gregory
Rockman. The oath binds the police-
men to the cormmunities they serve.
Popcru members recited the oath
after Rockman, and pledged to
serve all communities irrespective
of colour, creed, race or religion in
an unbiased and impartial manner.
Mandela acknowledged that both
sides — the communilies and the po-
lice — were brought together by
realities of the struggle for freedom.

“You were rightfully isolated by
the communities and your families
and people hated you not as individ-
uals, but for the system of apartheid
you joined,” she said.

By joining the police force, Man-
dela said, black policemen put them-
selves in a no-win situation. They
were not trusted by their white
counterparts, who saw them as

spies, nor by their communities,
which regarded them as sell-outs.

Mandela observed that the lwo
parties had been brought together
by the violence which has hit the
townships.

“That is why they've become use-
less to the SAP. The SAP is firing
Popery members because they're a
stumbling block to Third Force acti-
vities,” she said.

The SAF did not understand that
there would be no peace until the
entire police force enjoyed the sup-
port of the communities they served.
“We are there to make sure that you
enjoy that support. The time for war
talk is over. The time for recon-
struction and development is now,”
she said, declaring war on poverty.

That, Mandela warned, was not an
indication that the communities
were giving up the right to defend
themselves.
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ANC aims to make Nats look weak

M Nats weakening: The ANC
aliiance programme of mass
action is softening up the Nats
intime for April 27.

i

By Davio Brenr

PANIC bells are ringing in Govern-
meni as they realise that on April 27
the once-mighly Nais could look like
a piliful and weak ex-Governmenl
unable to altract new volers or stand
up lothe ANC.

Late this week President de Klerk
complained aboul what he said was a
concerled sirategy Lo undermine the
Government before 1he clections.

Bul ANC sources are unsympalliet-
ic, saying the Nats eould not expect
to be allowed to use their power
image based on 45 years of apartheid
rule lo henefit themselves in the
clections,

Politicians across the spectrum say
"insurrectionist” elements in the

ANC-Cosalu-SACP alliance are using
this soflening-up sirategy to weaken
the NP's position. Their plan is that
the Government must be made to
keep on backing down on issues such
as the petrol price and must be seen
to lose conirol of the streets.

This would furn the Nats into an
unappealing prospect for new voters,
especially for coloured and Indian
voters as well as some blacks seeking
a strong counler

transferred power (o a duly consti-
luled Government of Nalionai Unity
afler the proposed cleclions.

“There are, at the moment, concert-
ed efforis across the speetrum to un-
dermine this posilion and {o eslab-
lish a de facto interim government by
trying to limit the Government’s abili-
ty to take effective day-1o day admin-
isirative decisions,” he said.

DP spokesman Tony Leon said

members of the

tothe ANC.

ANC alliance
were aiming lo

De Klerk com- m TUCAMPA]GNISSUES:

plained  about
the attempt Lo un-
dermine the Gov-
ernmenl belore
the elections.

e said it had
been the “aceept-
ed position” that
the Government
would continue
to govern South
Afriea until #

Cosalu objects to'a provision in
the proposed Bill of Rights allowing
employers to lock out striking work-
ers. It also opposes tenure for civil
servants, especially whites, -
And the federation objects 1o the
Freedom Alliance, a possibie refer-
endum and lo regional powers.

-

creale conditions
on the ground
which would
show the Govesn-
menl had lost
control and it was
betler for firsl-
lime voters “to
throw in their lot
with (hose who
can exerecise con-
frol™.

Some ANC members have ex-
pressed doubt aboul the wisdom of
the mass aclion campaign now gel-
ting under-way. ANC finance spokes-
man Trevor Manuel said the planned
Cosalu sirike on November 15 would
undermine invesior confidence.

Cosalu forms the nueleus of mass
aclion planned over the next few
wecks. Observers have noled that
Cosatu appeared fo have decided
first to flex ils muscles and then
looked for the reasons. So far it has
given five reasons for is campaign.

In addition Cosatu is the driving
loree behind mass aclion due lo be-
gin lomorrow against the petrol price
despite the Governmenl's decision (o
cul the price by 2¢ a litre.

The fuel-related aclion is due to
blockade petrol depols, oil compa-
nies and Governmenti offices and
could bring citics lo a standstill. It
hegins in the Eastern Cape and will |
roll around the country, reaching the
Transvaal on November 8.
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Mokabé dials M for money

m Capitalist road: A

share of the action in a
probably lucrative
business is coveted by the
ANC Youth League.

By BRENDAN SEERY,
Victor DLAMINI AND
Tont YOUNGHUSBAND

FIREBRAND ANC Youth League
leader Peter Mokaba wants to buy
into the lucrative cellular phone
business.

Mokaba disclosed to the Sunday
Star that he wants the ANC Youth
League to acquire a share in the
equity of the two cellular phone l-
cencees, to give the league “finan-
cial independence” from the ANC
after the April 27 election,

- “We want to get in at the equity
' side, because that is where the de-
| eisions — about the technology to be
! used, and so on — are made.”

Mokaba said he envisaged that
any money for a Youth League “buy
in” to the industry, would come from
the ANC.

His remarks come in the wake
of this week's agreement between
the ANC, Cosatw and the two cellu-

MONEY-
SPINNER
. w0 yOUth
leader Peter
Mokaba.

lar phone licencees, Vodacom and
Mobile Telephone Network (MTN).
The agreement provides that Vo-
dacom and MTN increase the equity
held by black business, and commit
themselves to involving at least 50
percent of black business people as

“service providers”.

In return, the ANC, Cosatu and
the Posts and Telecommunications
workers’ union would recognise the
validity of the cellular phone li-
cences issued to MTN and Voda-

And, despite this week's agree-
ment, ANC information technology
chief Andile Ngcaba indicated that
the organisation is considering 2
“packdoor nationalisation” of Voda-
com. He told the Sunday Star the
ANC wanted parastatal Telkom's
shareholding in the consortium in-
creased to a controlling $1 percent
Telkom has not yet been privatised
and control over it would be exer-
cised by a future gavernment.

ANC secretary-general. Cyril Ra-
maphosa, said it was a “distortion”
to describe the organisation's atti-
tude on cellular phones as national-
isation. However, he said the ANC
was concerned that the public sector
maintained a majority shareholding
in any cellular phohe operations.

Ramaphosa said the ANC felt that
telephones, like water and electrici-
ty services, were a “national asset’
and should therefore operate for the
benefit of all South Africans.

He also disclosed that the ANC's
investment company, Thebe Invest-
ments, had dropped its cellular
phone bid. ;
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Gwala re-elected as
ANC Natal chairman

Maritzburg — Harry Gwala was
yesterday re-elected chairman of
the African National Congress’
Natal Midlands region.

This could mean he may have to
resign as an elected National Exec-
utive Committee member, as hold-
ing both positions is not allowed in
| terms of the ANC's constitution.

Earlier yesterday the ANC Mid-
lands regional conference was re-
primanded by president Nelson
Mandela for electing Gwala to the
position of chairman last year.

Mandela told delegates they had
contravened official ANC policy
and requested them to abide by the
movement's constitution and act as
disciplined members of the organi-
sation.

Gwala later told delegates he
would rather resign from the NEC

than rescind his regional leader-
ship position.

He explained that be preferred
working at the grassroots level,
particularly in Natal, where a war
was raging, and where he could
best: serve his constituency.

It was not clear yesterday
whether Gwala would resign from
the top 50-member ANC leadership
structure.

However, as a regional chair-
man Gwala would be appointed to
the NEC as an ex-officio member
anyway, ANC officials explained.

Gwala’s newly elected deputy is
Midlands traditional leader Chief
Zibuse Mlaba, while Sifiso Nka-
binde retained his position as sec-
retary,

John Jefferey was elected depu-
ty secretary, while Zwell Mkhize
was elected treasurer. — Sapa. - -
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PALM;E (.‘:OUP? it olomi
No secession, warns Mandela

By Brian King

ANC president Nelson Mandela
yesterday rejected the idea of
KwaZuly seceding from South Afri.
ca,

Responding to IFP president
Mangosuthu Buthelezi's threat to
secede if KwaZulu was not given a
federal option, Mandela said: “The

pecple of South Africa and the peo= - -

ple of KwaZuly wi]] decide that.”
Meanwhile, Transkei leader
Major Genera] Bantu Holomisa
yesterday urged the ANC delegates
to be prepared for a “palace coup”
surrounding President de Klerk.
Holomisa said that should Na-
tional Party caucus members de-
fect to the CP or IFP and De Klerk -
Wwas forced to resign before the
April 27 election, the ANC would

‘have to have 3 plan of action. "~ -
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ANC: All parties with sig-
nificant support should par-

ticipate meaningfully in the "

interim government of
national unity, but the major-
ity should be able to rule ef-
fectively. A deputy president
from the second most popular
party could boost reconcilia-
tion.

GOVERNMENT: Original-
ly supported consensus deci-
sion-making in cabinet, but
this could be adapted to load-
ed majorities and a signifi-
cant role for a deputy presi-
dent coming from a different
party to the president.

DP: There should be no rig-
id dectsion-making method in
cabinet, but a prime minjster
should be appointed to ensure
the accountability of cabinet
to Parliament.

PAC: The ruling party
should appoint the executive,
which should be accountable
to Parliament. There should
be no forced coalition in the
executive’

FREEDOM ALLIANCE;
No official view on this.

CONSTITUTIONAL COURT

THERE seems to be wide-
spread support among parties
at talks for a separate consti-
tutional court, but the judicia-
ry is at odds with this

“busines

interfere with the work of the
constituent assernbly,

. FREEDOM ALLIANCE:
Should be a separate court,
but not independent of the
Appellate Division. Judges
should not take office as poli-
tical appointments.

DEADLOCK

IT HAS been proposed that if
the constituent assembly ean-
not agree on a fina] constitu-
tion by a two-thirds majority
within two years of the first
election, deadlock-breaking
mechanisms should come into
effect. This entails a number
of complicated procedures
but essentially the constitu-
ton approved by a simple
majority of members of the
constituent assembly will be
put to a referendum. If it does
not receive the support of 60
percent of the voters, the con-
stituent assembly will be dis-
solved and new elections held.
A simple majority of those
elected will approve a consti-
tution.

ANC: Insists that a fina)
constitution is adopted within
fixed time frames but is flexi-
ble about the mechanisms to
achieve this. In particular, the
organisation appears to have
distanced itself from the idea
that, in the final event, the

constitution can be app
by a simple majority.

GOVERNMENT: Also
flexible on the mechanisms to
be employed but its bottorn
line is that it will not accept
the idea of a ' constitution
being approved by a simple
majority. Supports the ides of
60 percent approval in a refer-
endum should it be n :

DP: There should never be
less 2 two-thirds major-
ity in the constituent asserm-
bly or a referendum. If such a
majority cannot be attained
on a clause, the version in the
interim constitution should
remain in force.

PAC: A two-thirds majority
should be required to entrench
a clause. If such 2 majority is
not possible on a particular
issue, no constitutiopal provi-
sion on the matter should be
drafted. No referendum
should be held to break 3 con-
stituent assembly deadlock.

FREEDOM ALLIAN CE:
Does not support the jdea of
the constituent assembly

afting a final consttution
and therefore a deadlock-
breaking mechanism js not an
issue for the alljance. It
believes a final constitution
should be decided through
multi-party consensus and a
two-thirds majority should be
required to amend it.

ved

ANC: Supports the techni- I

cal comrhittee recommenda-
of A constity 'ona;L_com
sepﬁrat‘; Eﬁm‘ the Appellate

-l

:Division of the Supreme -

- :
GOVERNMENT: Has not’
. g SOVERN

Pisition on this
‘matter i

- DP: Should be the highest
court on comstitutioral mat-

ters, but cases should pass
throogh ordinary. courts until
they reach appeil level Could

. be a semi-antonomous part of

Appellate Division or inde
pendent. i
.. PAC: Should be set up for
the sole purpose of looking

. Into hurnan rights’ violations

in ' society and- should not

j
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ONLY SIX MONTHS to go before crucial poll, yet negotiators drag their feet

Election peace force
exists only on paper

M Get a move on: With six months to
polling day. little has been done to set
up a National Peacekeeping Force and
other election structures. g

NEARLY three months ago a Goldstene Com-

mission panel urged “there is literally not a

moment to waste” in setting up a joint peace-

keeping force in time for the elections.

With only six months to g0 to polling day on
April 27, nothing physically has been done %o set
up the proposed multiparty Nationszl Peace-
xeeping Force (NPF) to prevent election vio-
lence.

The 10000-strong NPF is to include members
of the SADF, SAP, as well as the ANC armed
wing Umkhonto we Sizwe and other para-mili-
tary forces in eéqual proportions, to create a neu-
tral politically acceptable peacekeeping force
in the run-up to elections.

The Transitional Executive Council (TEC)Bill
passed last month makes provision for it, but the

. NPF at present exists on paper only.

Transitional mechanisms are only due to be
put into effect once the full package of deals
negotiated at the World Trade Centre is agreed
on - supposedly next month.

The time delay also applies to other transi-
tional bodies, inciuding the TEC itself, the
Independent Media Commission, the Indepen-
dent Electoral Commission and the Indepen-
dent Broadeasting Authority. Parties are only
now in the process of nominating their repre-
sentatives or; the TEC.

This means that, evenif all goes smoothly over
the next few weeks, the entire transitional
mechanism will have only five months to carty
out its tough mandate of levelling the playing
fields for elections.

And with the Christmas off-season interven-
ing, it has in effect four productive months atthe
most to do the job.

Work on setting up the crucial NPF can only
| begin later next month and, according to mili-

tary sources, it will take at least two to three

months to organise, recruit and train, giving the
i NPF barely two months of existence until elec-
i tions - hardly enough time to mould a new com-
bined force of former enemies.
~ With politicians working to their own relaxed
i timetable, the SA Police bas in the meantime
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POLITICAL
CORRESPONDENT

IFP<ontrolied KwaZulu operates the Kwa-
Zulu Police and the IFP recently set up its owz
“private army” which could qualify to serve ¢1
the NPF. !

But unless the FA reaches a settlement. the
NPF could find its bands full countering [FP
and KwaZulu forces during the election cam-

paign.
In addition. the PAC and its armed wing Apla

signed to prevent intimidation during the elec-
tions.

This week the SAP announced a new Unrest
and Violent Crime Iavestigation Unit for this
purpose.

Security sources said the setting up of this
unit was a reminder o politicians to get on with
the job of countering violence in the elections.

SAP spokesman Ruben Bloomberg said the
police had made proposals for the NPF but had
no feedback yet. He said the NPF's main func-

tion would be deal with “hotspots” during the .

election. :

He, like Das Herbst of the Ministry of Defence,
said it was up to the politicians to decide when
to set up the NPF. “It's not in our hands,” Herbst
said.

Herbst said the SADF was geared to begin
work to supply the lcgistics, but he said it was
already late. as he estimated the NPF could only
be set up by mid-February.

The NPF faces even more headaches as the
Inkatha Freedom Party and other members of
the Freedom Alliance (FA) have snubbed par-
ticipation in any transitional structures so far.

are also saubbing the transitional struetures.
adding to the NPF's problems. Apla bas threat-
ened to shoot at MK members on the NPF.

_ With the NPF and other transitional struc-
tures set to have such a short lifespan before
elections, questions are being asked whetker it
has been worth the while to go through such an
elaborate exercise to “level the playing fieids”
for elections for such a short period.

Some political ohservers believe the real
motive for setting up the NPF is not to use it as
an effective peacekeeping force but to neu-
tralise unemployed and potentially dangsrous
members of MK and other private armies during
the election campaign by occupying their ener-
giesin the NPF.

And the Government is said to favour a very -
short life and limited power for the TEC as the
Nats want their own power image as “the Gov-
erament” to survive as close as possible to the
election as a vote-catching pioy.

The TEC and other traositional structures,
with such a short lifespan. will have to depend
on Government departments to help thex out.
The Government could end up playing a far
greater role in the elections than the ANC had °

According to military -
sources ir will take at least
two to three months to
organise, recruit and train
the NPF, giving it barely
rwo months of exisience

. until elecrions - hardly
enough time tomoulda
new combined force

6

bargained for.

This could be why the Government is in no
great hurry to set up the TEC, but accepts the
elections will be on April 27.

As time catches up with negotiators and so0
much remains to be done, there appears to be no
weakening of their will to retreat from April 27.

. ANC leader Nelson Mandela is adamant about
the date and the Government agrees.

But the Freedom Alliance, which is eagaged
in bilateral talks with both, thinks it can delay
the elections. President FW de Klerk believes a
referendum will put the alliagce in its place
Mandela believes if talks with the alliance d¢

| . ot work, the elections should simply go ahear
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' n}y licy 1t will-be - -able to maie law i
: J.one at outlaws,.abortion. Anythlng élse
- will be thrown ou'i'_by t.he ccmrts béuande
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" Bartlett push
for federalism

uch central government
aEEIdm‘nde roughshod ove; t&ei
feelings of various peoples’ Bas.rt
Nztional Party leader George i
lett told & multi-racial meating
NP supporterson Saturday.

th

dressing over 100 NP you

men(:libers at a pronnclai gongre:;

in Bibberdene on Natal's sou

coast, Bm’t.‘:;i eft: gusﬁ’gvgl Escigg-r
riers an

g?e NP has changed significantly”.

sett apd fellow NP leader
DE:;; Schutte made a brief ap-
pearance at the youth congress
where they were heralded with un-
likely chants of* iva" fromslm:ll:kg-
youths wearing “I love FW" sti

rs. Bartlett gave a strong punt for
tederahsm, saying '‘we 1;\;.3&1}:&K ou.r_
own constitution for Natal-Ewa
Zulu . .. this must acecommodate us
whetber we are Zulus, Indlans or

e whites”.—Sapsa.

Mool Wibress 251]43

Buthelem ﬁres back at Man

AN angry Inkatha Freedom Party
president Mangosuthu Buthelezi

»~-0n Saturday accused African Nat-
ional Congress [eader Nelson Man-
dela of generating anarchy in the
EwaZulu region one day and the
next day turning to the people with
“facile gestures of peace”.

Addressing a gathering at Mada-
dem in northern Natal, he said this
as hypoerisy and wag recognised

n mch by the ANC in the region.

m“’seha president io-g the ANC. seem:
an expert in talking eut o
'F both sides of his moyth when he
talks peace in one breath and in the
next vilifles us by calling us all
sortsofvile names

e have never answered him in
kind In the interests of peace and
reconciliation. Some of you may

have seen him on TV during kis vis- ;

ra - - ,m - "'"""
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its abroad and even last Thursday
night,” Buthelezi said.

He sa;d his message to Mandela
was: “You cannot one day reermit
impressionable young childen to
learn to kill other black people and
generate anarchy in the regiog, and
the next day turn to them with fac-
ile gestures of peace.”

The [FP leader said there was
only one way to stop the ANC and
the government in their tracks and
that was to actively demonstrate to
South Africa and the world that
there was a force powerful enough
to oppose them.

“We will act under the banner of
the Freedom Alliance and fight to-
gether for our demands for federal-
ism and a strong democratic consti-
tunon before elections,” he aaid.

" ~Sapa.
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Commonwealth leaders fret
over half-hearted Britain

THE MOST heartfelt defence
of the Commoawealth during
the Heads of Govermnment
meeting in Cyprus came neither
from John Major nor Paul
Keating but {rom a one-time
guerrilla with a less than whole-
"bearted commitment to mulu~
democracy.

Smiling broadly, " Yawcﬂ

Museveni, the Ugnndau Presi-
dent, last week described his
English-style school syllabus,
which left him with an under-
standing of the geology of Brit-
amn. The Commonwealth is
useful, he argued: “At the Org-
anisation of African Unity [
speak through interpreters,
Here 1 speak with people from
the: South Pole directly. The
English brought their langnage

and forced it on us but we have |

~captured it. I think this is a use-
ful startin B

e wasgformam outburst in
support of an institution whose
raisorr d'2tre is the subject of
much questioning as maost of
the 50 heads of government un-
dertake their traditional retreat
today. For . most ..Common-

wealth leaders this meeting is
primarily a round of dining, ..

drinking and diplomatic net-

working, Better still, all this is

well away from the TV cameras.
The delegates are housed in a

scaled zone of seaside hotels
from which they emerge, ooca-

sionally, for receptions aboard:

the Royal Yacht Britannia.

- Given the opportunity to
nctwork in private it is little
wonder Thit many of the world
leaders value the meeting,
“Amid all the waifle,” said one
British delepgate, “there is con-
stant contact. [ saw Benazir
Bhutto at the Meridien Hotel;
one minute she was talking to
the president of the Maldives,
the next to John Major.”

Aside from its function as

an élite club, there lies uncer-

tainty about what heads of gov-
.emment are doing in Cyp

and worry about a lack of Icad-

rus,

ership from Britain,

In fact many important pol-
iticians are not there at 2ll. One
veteran described the line-up of
heads of government as the
least impressive ever secen at
such a meeting. The prime min-
isters of India, Canada and New
Zealand are absent — these
countrics are helding elections.
But in the case of [ndia the fail-
ure of the Prime Minister to at-
tend chimes with a lack of

enthusiasm for the institution. -

Critics know that Britain is less
concerned with its Commaon-
wealth links than its European
Communiry ties nr ite relatinn.

From Stephen Castle
in Limassol

ship with the United States.
They sense both a lack of ener-
gy and an unwillingness to de-
vote resources, as proved by the
British decision to cut funding
for the Commonwealth Insti-
tute. Some also suspect latent
racism in Britain’s ambivalence.

India was central to the cre-
ation of the Commonwealth as
it was the first republic to stay
within the grouping (unlike Ire-
land and Burma). But 46 years
on it is a big enough regional
power to forge its own alliances,
diminishing the relevance :of
the Commonwealth as a diplo-
matic instrument. According to

the Indian journalist G H Jan- "~

sen it is “such a large cou

with such problems that we .
don’t want 2nything else to wor-*
1y about. We don’t think about

the Commonwealth™,
These doubts are multi-
plied by the lack of a clear and

incisive agenda now that South

Africa is oc longer a bone of
contention. This, in tum, al-

lowed the early stages of the
meeting to be taken over by the .

Cyprus issue. Olficials believe
that the atlempr tw h||-u.L the

Aranias s

of the invasion of 1974 rebound-
ed on the Cypriots. So too, they
say, did the noisy demonstra-
tion against the Queen when
she was presented with keys to
th= city of Nicosia. Britain had
forght against Cyprus being the
venue but was stymied when the
New Zealand government re-
fused to hast this year's meeting
bezause of elections there.

They have done the decent

thing by offering to host the
nert event in 1995,

The ather themes highlight-
ed by the Commonwealth suf-
fered mixed fortunes. The
commitment to democracy ard

. pood government will feature in
" the final communiqué. But it

was complicated by the pres-
ence of a handful of leaders
with {ew democratic credean-

_tials, such as Captain Valentine
Strasser, the designer-clad 26-

yea~old Sierra Leone ruler. A
number of countries, including
Zanbia and Kenya, havs
moved towards democracy, but
progress is slow,

On Gatt the conference

had more success, agreeing to-

send ministers to European

- capitals to press for a settle-

ment. [t was seen as an effective
counterblust to the [FFrench,
whose Commonwealth ecquiva-

speaking  states recemly re-
ccived fierce lobbying of the
Paris line on trade talks.

But there is more than 2
suspicion that the French are
doing things better. Richard
Gunn, a member of the delega-
tion of St Vincent and the
Grenadines, said: “The Com-
monwealth works for us, partic-
ufarly in areas like technical
assistance where its agencies
are of immense help. Bat it is
seen to be slightly dirainishing
while the French equivalent
seems to be gaining strength.”

That view is shared in Loa-
don as well. As a Conservative
Fareign Office minister, Sir
Richard Luce, now UK chair-
man of the Commonwealth
Foundation, helped rally UN
support for the British position
after the invasion of the Falk-
land Isiands. He belieses Com-
monwealth wvotes swung the
decision his way. He argues that
this bank of goodwill is bei
wasted. “Somchow the Eritish
government is getting the per-
ception that there is no Hritish
imterest here,” he said. “I would
like to think the Government
could be mare positive about 2n
institution which gives us z spe-
cial link with a complete cross-
section of tha alahe ot e -
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Dictator overthrows himself

Transkei leader to abolish his country

AS A military dictator, Ban-
tubonke Holomisa is one of
the most ubiquitous products
of modern Africa,

But in opbe essential
respect he does not conform
to the usual image of a mod-
ern Major-General in black
Africa. Not only does he
intend relinguishing power
six months from now, but he
will then entirely abolish his

" country.

Major-General Holomisa,
who became military ruler of
Transkei six years ago, has
emerged as one of the most
influential political figures in
South Africa — [rom which
Transkei is theoretically
“independent’’. The 38-year-
old soldier is a thorn in the

" side of State President F. W,

de Klerk but a rose in lbe
lapel of South Alrican Presi-
dent-in-waiting Nelsoa
Mandela.

Transkei took nowminal
independence in 19706, as a
state for the seven million:
strong Xhosa-speaking
peoples. 'Pretoria wenl oul
of its way to make Transkei
look credible by making it
financially wviable,”” said
Archie Nkonyeni, an Umtata
businessinen, Methodist lay
preacher and P’resident of
the South African Chamber
of Commerce for black busi-
Desses. “*They poured money

The funds still pour in, mak-.

ing Transkei an Alice in Won-
derland of a slate. This year
Transkei's budget will be
nearly £1-2 billion, of which £1
billion will come from Pre-

toria in subsidies. The conse-
quences are bizarre.

Transkei is fundamentally
one of the poorest regions of
South Africa. It has no natu-
ral minerals. Its soils are
poor, eroded and overpopu-
lated. It has little industrial
base. Nowbere along its
spectacular 160-mile **Wild
Coast' shoreline is there a
natural harbour. And yet
Umtata, the capital, is a
small thriving well-run town.
Its shops. halfl white-owned,
are filled with goods. The
bousing would not look out
of place in a Surrey dormi-
tory suburb. But it is all sus-
tained by wages paid lo
70,000 Transkeian civil ser-
vants drawn from tlaxes oo
South Africans.

The hand-outs still arrive,
¢ven though llolomisa bas
made his state o stronghold
for the African National Con-
gress, the Pan  Africanist
Congress (PAC) and their
military wings.

Holomisa regularly
thumbs bis nose at President
de Klerk and General Kat
Licbhenberg, the Chief of the
South African Delence
Force. After the SADF
launcbed a grossly incompe-
tent raid on a house belong-
ing to Apla (1be Azapian
Peoples Liberation Army),
the PAC's armed wing, a
fortnight ago, liolomisa
ordered the expulsion of the
only ambassador accredited
to Umlata, South Africa’s

by Fred Bridgland
in Umtata, Trarskei

Horace van Rensburg. Pre-
toria meckly complied, and
went along with Holomisa's
demand that while SADF
troops guarding ibe embassy
be replaced with black sol-
diers recruited into the South
African Army since the polit-
ical reforin process began
four years ago. :

The reputation of Holo-
misa in Xhosa-spcaking
areas soared. There were
brief anti-white ricts, but
Umtata’s 7,000 wbites are
staying put, kbowiag that

4 You can't rule
. out a coup.
After all, this is
Africa?

violence is much worse in
places Jike Jobannesburg
and Durban.

IHolomisa survives ‘hrough
astuteness he Dbas
thwarted two Pretoria-
inspired coup allempls —
and through knowing that he
sits in the heartland of the
ANC and PAC. Nelson Man-
dela and the PAC leader,
Clarence Makwelu, were
both born in the Transkei
and maintain homes berc.
The assassinated South Alri-

can Communist Party leader,
Chris Hani, was also born
and raised in the Transkei.
Holomisa works closely
with both the ANC and the
PAC, organisations De Klerk
canuot afford to offend in the
final approach to next April's
first all-race general clec-

tion. Mandela believes Holo-*

misa's popularity can help
secure nearly the entire
Xhosa vote for the ANC.

De Klerk could easily cut
off Transkei’s money or send
a battalion of troops to over-
throw the military dictator,
but it would wreck the con-
stitutional negotiations and
possibly provoke civil war,

The general took power in
a peacelul coup six yeass ago
from the Transkei president,
Chiel Kaiser Matanzima,
whose regime was acknowl-
cdped as linancially corrupl.

Holomisa sct about clean-
ing up the administration,
refusing to move inte Slate
liouse and living in a sub-

urban bungalow with his
wile and three children.
Asked why he bad not

allowed an eJection in Trans-
ked since then, he told the
Sunday Telegraph: 1 like the
ideal of democracy, but we
would have bad to allow the
PAC and ANC {o participale.
They said they would bave
no part of a Bantustan elec-
tion. Bul we got the mmandale
of our people, who over-
whelmingly "support the
ANC and PAC, 10 join in the

L

negotiation s for a new South
Africa. We are going to issue
a decree enacting all the
legislation adopled at the
World Trade Centre [in

*Johannesburg. where South

Africa’s comastitutional nego-
“tiations are taking place].

“Qur peerple will vole in
the general election on April
27, 1993, and after that we
will be reimcorporated into
the new Soutb Africa. The
Transkei independent home-
land will cease to exist. 1
won't have any problem giv-
ing it up. The honeymoon for
other homeland leaders and
myself will be over.”

11 has been widely
assumed that Mandecla’'s
reward to 1l olomisa will be a
cabinet post in six months
time. But HHolomisa, trained
as a paratrooper by the
SADF. told me: “If Sand-
hurst were to offer me a s1all
course, 1'd be glad of an 18-
month holiday. QOur stan-
dards are based on those of
the Brtish Arny.”

This supsests that Holo-
misa is auning to become: the
first black chief of the SADF.
In that pesition he might be a
dithicoll man for an ANC
governmeunl to deal with.

Asked whether he thought
he was likely 1o have been
South Alfrica’s Jast military
dictator, he replied: "I'm
only hopeful about ibe
future, not optimistic.
Unless you come up with a
culture of democracy prac-
tised on a daily basis, you
can't rule outl a coup. After
all, this is Africa.”
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mn'rdbens. of whltes are fmdmg their pohhcal home ln,kt.he ;
ota Party;KAREN MAC GREGOR talked to severaﬂ af

the'new “White Zulus” about: their redsens for joining the pa:rty

a‘i-i‘-;or skins and walks for
'hours with' hily black friends
t-hmugbx the+hills of rural Kwa-
Zl:d‘u t&d&nm a\t tradltlon.a.! wed

Nl -5

me tOsLhe.new s:;uth Afri-
a L fm-um" Democratlc

Orily,

' g
black parties will be in the-ma-
*JqEity, and:that there may: be

chickens on- ithe ‘huses, but what
thehelt -

| Whitg. IFP supporl.ers give
Inamy Teasons for their conver-

sion, .but . the] most common are
- that Lhe arty’s policies are con-.
- $ervative, capitalist, Christian
-and consistent EFP chief minis-
, ter Mr Mangosuftm. Buthelez is
: Séen as’a strong leader who
% Standsup to the ANC. ' -

“" The IFP is a Zulu-based pm:ty

. and many white: South ‘Africans.
" have a romanti¢:
. Zulus,; con uerors of the past, -
- and proud, disciplined ‘traditiopa- "
. lists of the present. “Zulus have a
strong sense of nationalism,” "
says Gavin Woods, director of
" the Inkatha Institute. “Afrikan- -
" ers, e_f\peclally. can 1dentl!y mth
that” _

ectfor the -

‘my Support, a.nd ‘the havéi boor
. all contral. Th’eAl\Cyhas beat?:nt

them into submission, .. -

“I think theionly reaj ieaaﬂ P

Mr Buthelezi, He started. oot -
with 2 set of principles and h:s
Stuck to them. But what | really |
like aboyt. the IFP is its commit- -
ment to federalism. The whole .
wo;éd is bilégxung 1§to lmle states.
ra atal
suited tg that ck 1s ideally
Mr Cadma.n has, ga.mqed .a
few Meetings in.B% 'howe for ‘the
P .and sags.the | party’s mem-
bership drive is going qnite well, '

_ with Whites, coloureds 2nd TIn- e

d:}ns joining, '
urther down " the coast, at a.
g ithering held in the sumptuous
urban North home of [P or-,
ganiser Ed Tillet's parents, a
similar range of people discussed
setting up an interim Steering
committee to establish sevepal
Dew branches ‘in white, ;ndgan
and coloured suburb&
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Incentive

For diehard Natalians there is
the added incentive of IFP insis-
tence on a federal solution for
South Africa, and for farmers
there are the party's promises
not to confiscate land.

The IFP does not ask the race
of its members, so it has no rec-
ord how many white people have

. joined. But in the past year more

" than 30 IFP regional offices have

. opened up in white areas around
the country, and scores more
branches are planned.

Iz Vryheid, when NP MP Jurie
Mentz “crossed the floor" to the

" IFP earlier this year he took
many of his voters with him. His
party secretary, Marika van der
Merwe, reckons “hundreds”,

The IFP is convinced there
will be a flood of new white
members in the run-up to April
elections. This ¢ould be cam-
Paign hype. but has been given
some validity by a Human Sei-
ences Research Council voter
survey in which people who said
they would vote for the NP over.
whelmingly gave the IFP as

- their second choice.

Not all white IFP members, of
course, are formerly National
Party. Charles Cadman is a

' sugar cane farmer near Eshowe,
on the Natal North Coast, who

" used to vote for the New Repub-
lic Party. He joined the IFP in
April.

“I see the IFP as the only ef-
fective opposition to the ANC,
which I do not believe is really

- committed to democracy. They
- speak with forked tongues. I am
also not convinced that the NP
has reformed enough to warrant

. mrgi-' ?cktsimlgd&g:ueﬁt new
es should be prepar
S e

to help’ those bratches
“We mﬁﬂ; ] rf)gn i

always be easy fo'bridge. -

. “But the smorgasbord of [FP
‘Support is broadening, and the °

people who eat br i, phutu

.and cudwmber sandwiches. must '
forge ahead with common

goals.”

. IFP recruifs' at the meeting
agreed with that, but were
cheesed off with Mr Buthelezi's -

exit from muMi-party negotia-
tions. el 5

fast in white Vryheid, but that

hasn't stopped blocks of voters -

'WAVERING: Leon Soims

' wants, / §trong government.

moving from the NP to the IFP.
More extreme whites have
Jjoined the Conservative Party.

" The split has caused some ten-

sion, says Vryheid cattle farmer
Leon Solms, whd won’t Eo to -

braais any more with old friends
who have joined the CP because
“they only talk about politics and
fighting”, and abuse his views.

He is still wavering about join-
ing the IFP, but his father and
brother became members. after
Chris Hani's assassination when
the government "let go” and al-
lowed black protesters to run
rict through city centres. The
Solms family wants strong gov-
ernment. -

Leon Solms used to be chair-
man of the local NP branch, but
lost interest two years ago. His
political reawakening occured at

a commando seminar he attend--

ed in his capacity as a captain.

“In the end we agreed the fed-
eral system would work best
People on the ground know more
about what's going on in their

- area than guys at the top. We

don't want apartheid in reverse:
It didn’t work before and it won't
work now ,After the seminar
things opened like a book. I rea-
lised the TFP and NP had very
close policies " :

Most white people share with
the IFP a firm belief in capital-
ism. Chris McQuet, chairman of
the IFP's Highway constituency.
says the party's free enterprise
policies and strong commitment
to Christianity are the most com-
mon reasons why white people in
his area join the party.

“Also, they respect the disci-
pline of the Zulus. When the IFP
holds mass meetings, nothing is
touched.”

The Solms family, Charle:
Cadman and the Du Plessis fami-
ly. 100, share a soft spot for the
Zulus. “The Zulus were lied to,
beaten and cheated by the Brit-

10te’ self-sufficien-

Mielie pap is the staple break-

———

With ‘him are Rosie Shongwe
and Muntu Sibisi ana his fami-
ly. wite Joan and children Jo-
seph, Leonard and Yolanda
Picture: PAUL WEINBERG

ish. They were strong and they
were crushed, along with their
traditions and eulture” Mr Cad-
man says 5

“But the Zulus have risen
above all that and re-established
their ‘culture. Many are tradi-
tional and conservative, and I
see that as a strength. I think
what i making people stand up
and listen to the Zulus Is that, in
the turmoil of South Africa, they
have stood up and said: ‘No, we
don’t want to be dominated
again. We want control in our re-
gion’”:

Francois du Plessis’s family
passed down stories about Zulus’
helping Afrikaner farmers
agaiost the English in the Boer
War, and they remain grateful.
He cites three reasons for joining
the IFP and, as a believer him-
self, the main one is Mr Buthe-
lezi’s and King Goodwill Zwe-
lithini’s Christianity.

The Du Plessis farm is on one
of the many edges of KwaZulu,
overlooking one of the king's pal-
aces, and he describes a symbiot-
ic relationship with the family's
Zulu neighbours.

“When they need help they
come to us, and when we need
help we turn to them,"” he says.

“You know, A for Afrikaner
starts off (he alphabet and Z for

Zulu ends it. All the others are in

between. We go together and
have always been close to each
other. Then apartheid came and
drove us apart. I was a fool for
believing it was right.”

@Aoos
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POWERS OF REGIONS

MUICH heat has been genera-
ted by the list of exclusive
regional powers in Section 118
of the propesed constitution.

The number and type of
regional powers will deter-
mine the extent of federalism
in the constitution. Key play-
ers are discussing ways of ex-
panding this list,

ANC: Education and health
cannot be exclusive regional
functions because norms,
standards and curricula need
to be uniform and determined
by central government The
system of regional govern
mmept must be streamlined
and cost-cfective:

GOVERNMFENT: The list

of exclusive powers for

reglons compiled by the tech-
nical  committee could be
expanded, but national stan-

Unfinish

RAY HARTLEY outlines the viewpoints of

the main parties on five eritical disputed

aspects of the interim constitution, which
has to be finalised by November 5
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DF: More powers, including

education, health and public
works, should be given exclu-
sively to regions, and the
capacity for central govern-
ment to intertere with these
should be eliminated

PAC: The power to make
all laws should reside exclu
sively with central govern-
ment. Provineial authorities
should only be able to make
regulafions and by-laws

FREEDOM ALLIANCE:
Central government powers
should be confined to national
matters such as foreign
affairs, trade and roads Cen-
tral government should deter
mine standards for weights
and measures, education and
health, for example, but sub-
stantive powers in these areas
should reside with regions.
Regions shounld have the
power (o impose taxes

REGIONAL BOUNDARIES

COMMITTEES set up ar the
World Trade Centre have pro-
duced a map consisfing of
nine regions. The latest

report, which is under discus-

sion, includes extensive argu-
ments for and against chang-
ing the proposed boundaries,

ANC: In general, agrees
with the boundaries proposed
by the commission, but adds
that these do not need to be
finalised now It suggests that
the Northern Cape region
should be divided between the
North-West and Western
Cape. Sasolburg should be in
the OFS, not the PWV.

GOVERNMENT: Differs
Wwith commission proposal.
Eastern Cape and Kei regions
should be separate and OFS
and North-West region should
be amalgamated

DP: The Eastern Cape and
Kei regions should be separ-
ate and the Northern Ca
region should be absorbed into
the North-West, Western Cape
and other regions. East Gri-
qualand should be part of
Natal and not the East Cape/
Kel region as proposed Pre-

toria. shonld form its own
Fegion separate from the rest
of the PWV. Sasolburg should
fall inte the PWV region

PAC: Demarcation should
be undertaken only by an
elected constituent assembly
and only prowvincial bound-
aries in a unitary state should
be demarcated.

FREEDOM ALLIANCE:
Those directly affected by
boundary changes should
have the final say on which
region they would like to
reside in. Mgere grassroots
views should be canvassed be-
fore boundaries are drawn,

THE CABINET

A multi-party cabinet has
been proposed. How this cabj
net wil] take decisions and the
possibility of a deputy presi-
dent from the party with the
second most votes is the sub
Ject of behind-the scenes dis-
Cussion




