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Pashlon-conscicus 3Scuth Africans living as they do in the
Southern Hemisphere are usually six nonths behind the Euro-
pean season, but it would be a mistake t0 regard the recent
student demenstrations thore as o mere echo ¢of sinilar de-
mongstrations in Buropes In fact a seeticon of South
African students have been in a state of almest continuous
and decorous pretest for twenty years; the only new
feature has been the use of the sit-in technigue, first
at the University of Cape Town and now at the University
college of Fort Hare. ik '

In kKeoping with the policy of apartheid, South African
universities are divided first along racial lines, then
along linguistic and ethmic lines, and finally along
tribal lines. Thus 2 matrioculant in Cpae Town who wished
t¢ study physics would go teo Stellenbosch if he were white
and Afrikaans-speaking, to the Western Cape if he were brown
and Afrikaans-gpeaking, te Cape Town if he were white ond
Bnglish-spenking, te Durban if he wers ¢f Indian descant,

o Zululand if of Zulu dascent. $0 the Worth if of Basutho
descent and to Fort Hare if of Xhosa descent. The theory
is that each student eli;buld inbibe knowledge in the atmos-
phere and spiritual tradition of his forefathers; practiecal
advantages to the Governmont are that white Afrikaners are
protected from liberal and humanitarian influences, while
non-white students are dispersed tc small easily-policed
collepes, i

The University of Cape Town is one of four BEnglish-lnagusge
universities, and like the University of the Titwatorsrand,
nas a tiny and dwindling quota of non-white students, each
one of whom has to get special permissicen Trom the Govern-
ment ¢0 Le there., It is the oldest South African University,
has Profescor Chritian Barmamd on it3 otaff, 3ir Richard
Luyt, a former Gavemor{ ¢f Rorthern Rhodesia and British
Guiana as its mew principal, and Harry Opponheiner, Ghair-
man of Anglo-American Corporation, as ite Chancellor.

It also has & lively student body that causes the University
Councll much unhappiness by from time to time tyying to act
in sccordance with the old-fashioned liber2l virtues in which
the Univereity clains to telieve., Thus when Ghe University
CGouncil recently vetoed the appcintment to a teaching post
of Vr Archie liafeje on the grounds that the Goverrment
disapproved of an African holding the post, a thousand students
occapied the Administration Pleck by way of protest. Hundreds
stayed put for a week befoure withdrawing under the throat '




of hooligan and police attack. (Curiously, Mr lMafeie himself
wns rather disdainful of the protests, while the man who '

took over hils post wae reperted to have been very active
in them).

The very medesty of the student demands indicated how
conservative the atmosphere was in which they eparﬁated. ;
They did mot seek to revolutionise soclety nor even to reform
the structure ¢f education, but only te insist that the '
Government and not the University authorities shonuld bear
the stignma of cancelling Nr linfeje's appointment. The
principle of University autonomy on which they rely is in
fact one of the very ideas against which students in _
surope have been rebelling, thougsh perhps it tekes more
courage to assert a bourgeics virtue in a fascist svciety
than to advance a revolutionary slogan in 2 btourgeios society.
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The white student pretestors wonld be the last to e¢laim
that their actionc are the begimmings of a democratic
upsurge amonget whites that threatenes to cverthrow apartheid
from within, The four English~language universities which
have supported the protests have a total enrolment of
oniy 20,000 out of Scuth Africa's 70,000 students. Both
gecgraphieally and politieally their campuses are acadermie
 ghangri-la's that lie far from the leentions, compounds
and servant®s quarters in which morst South Africane live.
The protests undoubtedly keep a spirit of opposition alive
and anger the Govermment - the now and®enlightened® -
Miinister of Police felt it appropriate tc read out to a
lationallst Party audience a list of Jewish nemes amongst
student leaders « but they do little tc¢ alleviate the condi-
tions of the Africen peconle. When eventually thay
graduate the students of these universities are rapidly
absorbed into the prosperocus business and professional
world of white South Africa; possibly a mem generation
later tholr cons and daughters carry on #ith the protests.
sone of the students and junier lecturers have gone further
and have given full-fladped support te the African under-
ground mevement, vu thelr nunmbers have been small and they
eperated outeide of the university context. In the
pericd 1962-1064 in particular a few of them took part
in acts of cabotage, but eventually they were tracked down
by the police. lany werz tortured, sovme bvecame traitors,
othors fled, and seversl are still in »wst prison.

Feort llare University College was once the pride of African
education and attracted scholars from all over Southern
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and Central Africa, including mey perscns who now occupy
pocktions of leadarship in newly independent otates.

In recent years the Covermment hag tried to degrade it
into an institutien for tuming eut bureaucrats for
Bantustan. The College is in an iselated part of the
Bastern Cape and has a student bedy of less than 500,
about a aquarter of the disgracefully low number of African
studente n South Afriocn. Progressive merbers of staff
have been replaced by paternalist vro-apartieid academics;
coursaes have been drained of l1life, student sccieties have
been suppressed, informers proliferate, and the police
are frequently found on the campus. Yet protests continue.
They tyres of police cars might be slashed, or a skull-and-
croscbeones flag flowvm on a building; Iectures might be
boyeotted, or an African National Congress slogan painted
on a wall, or & meeting held without the Rector's
permission, BEvery year or twe a number of students are
expelled for "misconduct® of this sort. TFor them there is
no question of “going back 0 Daddy" - an expelled African
student would be lucky to get a job on a rend-gang, let alone
in an office or school, His pass-bock would record his
nremature breaking-off of studefls, and the Security Police
would be at his heels for the rest of his life.

Against this vackground the sit-in last weckeend of 200
Africens in one of Fort Hare's buildings was a feat requiring
extraordinary courage. For three days they refused €c

budge, and only when police accompanied by doge moved in

- there is no inhibition against using dogs to disperse
or capture Africans - did they move cut. Thus nearly
half the student body and about 104 of all African
otudents in the country were expelled., Iliany of them may
eventually be allowed to return, but the remainder are not
likely to regret their actions, for they will realise that

tmn- defiance was in the tmditionW
ag—¥ "‘ Nelson ela’/

Dliver Torbo, now Aetm-?resident of the

African National Congress, .t expelleﬂ from Fort
Hare in the 19408 and asgs? 24/ apandoned

a succaessful legal carcer in thaﬂ 19603 to give leadership
t0 the armed struggle of the African people,

the
/white students have weakened the myth of white
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Thus if
wnaninity, the black students have punctured the claim of
black submission; historically both are important, but
there can be little doubt that the less publicised African
protest has the greater long-term significance,




