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Faehion—conecioua Scuth Atacama living as they do in the

Southern Hemisphere are usually 31: months behind the lure-
pean season, but it would 'be a. mistake to regard the recent

student demonstrations there as a mere echo of similar de-
monstrations in Europe. In fact a 3mm at South

African students have been in a state at almost continue”
and decomua pretest for twenty years; the only not ‘
feature has been the use of the email: technique. first

at the University of Cape Town and new at" the University

college of Port Ham.

In keeping with the policy of apartheid, South African

universities are divided first along mial lines, then

along linguistic and ethnic lines, and final]; along

tribal lines. rams a. matriculant 1n Opes Tom who wished

to study physiee would go to Btemn‘neeeh if he were white
and Afrflzaenewepeakinggto the Western cape if he were brawn

ana Afrikaane-epeaking,» to Cape Town if he were white and

English—epeeking, te Durban 11’ he were of Indian fleecant,

to Zululand 1: cf Zulu fiascenz. to the flbrth if of Beentho
descent and to rbzt‘aare'1r o: Xhosa descent. The theory
is that each student‘ eh'euld imbibe knowledge in the etme~
phere and spiritual tradition of his forefathers; practical
advantages to the Government are that white Afrikenere are

protected from liberal and humanitarian influences, while

mn-aahite «students are dispersed to emu eeeily-ponced-
cullegee. "

The University of Cape 12m 19 one of fear Rnglteh-lmguege
universities, and like 13119 University at the Witm'ntereram,

has a tiny and avimnng quota of mn-white etuaente, egeh

one of whom bee to get epeeial pemieeien fro: the Govern-
ment to be there. It 15 the oldest Seat}: African University,

has Professor Ghritian Barnard on its staff, Sir Richard
Iom, a former seven”. of Northern Rhodesia and Britieh
mm as its new primiml, and Harry Gppcnhemer, chair-
man or Angledmrican carpomtien. as its chancellor.

It alee has a 11ml; etudent body that cameos the University
Council much unhappiness by from time to time trying to act
in accordance with thepld-fashionad liberal virtues m uhich

the University chin: to talieve. Thee when the University
council reoenbly vetoed the appointment to a teaching pen
of Er Archie Listen en the grounds that the Goverment
dleappmved at an African naming the pose, a thousand Me
occupied the Aammmmgma Bleak by my 01’ preteen Hundreds
etayed put for a week before withdrawing under the threat‘ 
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cf hooligan and police attach. (Gmriouely, Er Mefeje himself
was rather diedainful of the protests, while the ma who '
took over his post was reported to have ‘been very active

in them).

?he very modesty of the student demands immense! how

conservative the atmosphere me in which they aperated. 1

They did not seek to revolutionise society nor even ta reform

the structure of education, but on]: to insist that the

Government and not the University entheritiee should bear

the stigma of cancelling isir Wade's appointment. The

principle of University autonomy on which they rely is in

fact one of the very ideas mine: which students in

Eumpe have been rebelling, though perhpe it takes more

courage to assert a. bourgeioe virtue in a fascist eociety

than to advance a revolutiemry slogan 1n n bourgeioa society.

?he white etuflem protesters would ‘be the lest to claim

that their actions; are the beginnings e: a. democratic

upsurge amongst whites that threatens to overthrow apartheid

from within. l‘he four Rngnahdanguege universities which

have supported the protests have a total enrolment of

only 20,000 out of South nfrioa‘e 70,000 students. Both,
geogmphieauy and politically their emphases ere academic

' ehangrinla‘e that lie far from the locations, commands
and servant's quarters in vhieh morat south Africans live.

The protests moaned); keep a spirit of opposition alive

and anger the Government .. the new ene'annghtened'

thieter of Police felt it appropriate to read out to a

Natiomliet Percy audience a list of Jewish names emenget

student leaders - but they do little to alleviate the comb-

tlone or the African people. When eventually they

mduate the students of these universities are rapidly

absorbed into the prosperous business and professional

world or white South Africa; poeel‘bly e. 3!- generation

later their sons and daughters carry on nth the protests. "
Some of the students and junior lecturers have gone further

and have given mll-fledgea support to the African anaer-

ground movement. be their numbers have ”been small and they

epemted outeide er the university context. In the

period 1962~1964 in particular a few of them took part

in acts or sabotage, but eventually they were tracked down

by the police. M were tortured. acme became traitors.

others fled, and several are still 1:: 3p: prison.

Fort Here Univaraity College was once the grids cf African

education and attracted eohelere from all over Southern 
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and Central Africa, including may persons who now occupy

posttions of 193692332113) in newly independent states.

In recent years the Government has tried to degrade it

into an institution for turning out bureaucmta for

Bantustam. The College is in an isolated part of the

Eastern Cape and hes a student body of less than 500,

about a. quarter of the dismoefulm 10w muiber of African

atuécnts in South rim. Progressive memers of staff -

have been replaced by patermlist pmparthoid academics;

courses have been drained of life, student societies have

been wppraaaad, informers proliferate. and the police

are frequently town on the campus. Yet protests continue.

rho, tyres of police cars might 'be slashed, or a skull-and‘

cmssboneo flag flow: on a buildmg; lectures might be

boycotted, or an African Rational Congress slogan painted

on a wall, or a. meeting held without the Rector‘s

permission. Every year or two a. number of students are

expelled for 'niaoonduot‘ of this sort. For them there 19

no question of "going back to Daddy" - an expelled Atrium:

etudent would be lucky to get a Job on a ma.gang, let alone

in an office or school. Filo paea-‘book would record his

premature bmking-aoff of scum, and the Security Police
would be at his heels for the rest of his life.

Against this background the sit-in last week—end of 200

Africans in one of Port Hare'a buildings was a. feat requiring

extraordinary come. 301' three days they refused to

budge. and only when police comment“ ‘by dogs moved in

- there 19 no inhibition against using dogs to dispense ‘
or capture Africans - did they move out. than mark

m1: the student body and about 105‘ of 9.11 African

students in the country were expelled. many of them may

eventually be allowed to return. but the mminder are not

likely to regret their actions, for they will realise that

theirdefiance ms in the tradition

< =. .. * éflelsonmmdWehl/

' » liver W, now Aeting-Preaident of the

African natural Commas,mexpellea from Port
Bare in the 19408 and WaWcmd
a auocasaml legal career 1n the 19603 to give leadership

to the amt! struggle of the African people.

the
rim 12M». students have weakened the myth of white

unanimity, the black students have punctured the claim of.

black submission; historically both are important. but

there can be little doubt that the less publicised African

protest has the greater long—tom significance.

 

  


