To: The Library Committee nmenbers From The Librarian
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6 August 1990

Re: Librarx Committee Meeting
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The Library Conmittee neeting is scheduled to be held on Thyre&5y,, 9th August,
at 3 p.m in the Board Room The agenda stands as foll ows:

1) Opening the neeting

2) Mnutes of the previous neeting and matters ari sing

3) Librarian’s report

4) Book sel ection

5) Contact with SA librarians

6) O osing the neeting

Hopi ng you will be able to attend the neeting,

In the Year of Peoples’ Action for a Benocratic South Africa,
Mar’ atta Lahti

Li brarian
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Fi nni sh Library Association
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Dear Marjatta

| was very excited to receive two days ago your

letter dated 8 June 1990. It was good to hear that you had found
nmy article "In a State of Emergency" interesting, and | amtaking
the liberty of including a couple nore papers on the South Afri -
can situation which you mght find of use.

It was very interesting to hear about your work at Somafco

Li brary to suppl ement what | have al ready heard from Nonkul ul eko
Wko. | amsure your work will be much admired by the progressive
librarians of South Africa (of whomthere are nore than one had

i mgi ned). We are also grateful for the efforts you have nade
internationally to explain the situation for libraries and 1i-
brarians in South Africa. There should be a progressive contin-
gent fromwithin SA at the Stockhol m gathering.

The new association is to be |aunched in Durban this Satur-

day. Wiile | amconfident that the proceedings will be worth-
while, it seens that one or two small tactical errors may have
been nade and we may find ourselves | aunching a Natal - based
organi zation rather than a national one. Qther regions could set
up structures and a national body could energe like that. At
present the name of the new organization is LIWSA - Library and
I nformati on Workers Organi zati on of South Africa. The new journa
is called Innovation i appropriate library gag information work
in southern Africa. W have been del ayed in the production of the
first issue, but are now undertaking the editorial work. The
editorial collective is an i ndependent grouping based in Pietere
maritzburg.

| too hope that we establish a relationship with the ANC
However, things have not got off to/a very good start. Cde Barba-
ra Masekel a had promi sed to speak at the LIWOSA | aunch, but
pul | ed out four days beforehand. Al though we have her speech and
it will be read for her, her presence as a keynote speaker woul d
have added much to the day’'s proceedings. We are very di sappoint-
ed and it seenms that incidents like this have happened el sewhere.
My fear is that speakers from ot her organizations of which we

di sapprove will fill such gaps. | ama nenber of the Natal M d-

| ands branch of the ANC but so far not nuch has happened here.
think the ANC in Natal has a | ot of problens on its hands on



account of the current situation of unrest, and insufficient
resources to address other issues.

We are | ooking forward to close contact between LIWSA, ANC

i nside and outside the country, and progressive internationa

bodi es. In nmy previous correspondence with Nonkul ul eko I had
asked if there was anything the University of Natal Library,
Pietermaritzburg could do specifically to help the Somafco Li-
brary. It occurred to nme that it mght be a good idea if one of
.the progressive subject librarians at this library who was also a
LI WOSA nenmber coul d visit Tanzania for discussions. |If we found
the noney for this, would you see it as a good thing, or would
you have problenms? Contact at an institutional |evel is obviously
essential, but close links on a personal scale would al so have
their place.

You ask about re-structuring South African libraries. This

is a nassive task and will need discussion by a wide variety of
organi zations. In terns of aid there is one issue which happens
to interest me in particular, and that is the need to re-patriate
so much of the South African literature which has been expatri at-
ed over the |last three decades, in particul ar because of censor-
ship and informal repression. In a very small way | have been
identifying post-war left wing literature which is sinply not
available to us here : | suspect that nmany libraries destroyed
it. W need to identify this material precisely, ascertainits
wher eabouts in other countries and nmake arrangenents for copies
to be lodged in appropriate places. This is just one task of
many: and it would be a full tine job for soneone for a consider-
able while. Overall we need to identify an action plan for South
African libraries in a denocratic society. That in itself is a
maj or task which will involve |arge nunbers of people.

| shall certainly keep you inforned of devel opments concern-

ing the new organi zati on, and put you on the mailing list for

I nnovation. Thank you very nmuch for witing, and bringing closer
the day when we can neet together to discuss and plan the place
of libraries in a denocratic South Africa. Incidentally I am
sendi ng this packet via your Helsinki address as | suspect nai
from South Africa to Tanzania is sonetinmes "lost".

Yours in the struggle,

Cht i SkophE

Chri st opher Merrett



