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BACKGROUND To THE BI SHO MASSACRE

BRI EFI NG DOCUMENT

The killings which took place in Bisho yesterday during an ANC-led protest action agai nst
the rule of the mlitary dictator. Bdgedi er Qupe quzo. nust be seen agai nst the
background of increasing repression in the bantueten in recent nmonths. Wile the

massacre in Bisho is itself a terrible tragedy. it seem agai nst the background descrl bed
below. it falls into a pattern of the bloody history of Ciskei since quzo assuned power
inamlitary coup in March 1990.

| mredi ately after his assunption of power, a nobve which has now been exposed as

being clearly engineered in South African nmilitary intelligence circies. there folll owed
a

very brief "honeynoon peri od between progressive forces and the new regi ne of

Bri gadi er Qupa quzo. However. the sane forces who placed quzo in charge quickly
intervened to put an end to thls "dalilence " with the ANC . Under the infiuence at vario
us

mlitary "advisers
iii: the AMP. and its smir-ms in the reoinn

HAiIi L D LMHGENLN

Matters cane to a head in Cctober last year with a State of Energency under whlch

t housands of ANC supporters were detained. The intervention oi the ANC Prooi dont

Nel son Mandela led lu lite lifting U the Stale Uf El'iiei’gency. However. a de fecto sta
te

of energency continued in the region with C skei using various security laws to arrest
ANC menbers and di srupt ANC neetings etc. Together with the activity of vigilante-type
groupi ngu in support of quzo. there were coon nany area: of C ckei which becane no-

go areas for the ANC. To this day. the ANC and other political parties like the SACP are
not granted any kind of access to the state radio. Radio O ekei. The Ci skel administratio
n

has aiso routinely refused to deal with the Daily D spatch newspaper and in nmany cases
has banned school pupiie fromreading the newspaper because of its alleged ANC sl ant.
MEETI NGS BANNED

from South Africa. quze. quickly noved into a hostile position vis-e

One of the nore notorious pieces of |egislation which the Ciskei goVantent still uses to
decl are ANC neetings unlawful. is Section 43 of the National Security Act. in terms of
this piece of legislation any gathering may be declared illegal by a magistrate. The
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application of this act is so uniform as to declare any ANC neeting In the territory of
Ciskei illegal. anmeunting to an ettectlve banning of the ANC Iteeif In Ciskei

Agreenent was reached In March 1992 with both the Ci skei and SA government that this

pi ece of legislation would be anended so as to allow free potiticel activity In Clskei. T
hi s

agreement was never heeded by the Clskei reginme. Instead events sinne then have seen

aturn to the worse, Such that e lowintensity war |: now bei ng conducted aqai net ng
ANC in .h! FRQU'JIE - WHI'l Umewe. ct Il umuplimnu: mappluval uf "in BA uuvuu Imaml1
53".

The | ast few weeks in particular, have seen a dramatic Increase in the |levels of
repression in the regicm For Instance. It Is reported that pollce and soldiers. otten
n

pl el ncl ot hes and wearing bal acl avas cany out regutar assualte on resldents In the
tnwnshi ne. Sone of these assaults are particularly brutai. In sonme cnee. one poroon

has been assaulted tor severei hours by unknown assallants who burst |Into houses
demandi ng to know if residents are nenbers of the ANC.

ANC HOVES ATTACKED

Hones of various ANC nenbers have cone under attack, including the homes of senior

nati onal and regionat |eadership. In one instance 27 bullets were fired at the hone of on
e

0! the nmenbers of the regionai |eadership. During this sanme period. a student at Fort
Hare University was killed on canmpus by nenbers of the C skel Defence Force. In

anot her instance a hand grenade was thrown at the home of an ANC branch secretary.

His tive-yeer old child was killed. and several others Injured. This was the fifth such
bonbing in this particular village. Children were nice cevoroiy aecauitod by nonbore of
the Clskel notice In another Instance when police arrived at the hone of an ANC nenber.
They refused to accept charges of assault after the Incident. In nost cases. C ske
security forces are acconpani ed by nenbers of the African Denocratlc Mvenent

(ADM). tnrmmd hy Ftrlaani nr Ganm hinsel f and which nnntinumtn nronnitn with the
support and infrastructure of the Ci skei administration

H T SQUAD ACTI VI TI ES

Various intnrmatien hes also conme to |ight of the training of several quasl-mlitary and
H I-SC IUHCI grouplngs in na region. HOQ OCMB O Vi nOU: v.39, Bucn 33 mtn. Konga

area, in DA territmy i’uivet Inmpwud I1": plUbU qu ul’ Zgu-apoakiug and UUl El uuthl nsa
spuukl tl g peuple staying In canps In the vicinlty . Wen enqulrtes were nmade to ne
authorities, these people were renoved fromthe area.

In the Seymour area of Ciskei, resldents confronted a crlmnel gang ceiling thenseivee
Amadare . Gang nmenbers indicated to the ANC that they had been approached by

unknown persons to formthis gang to carry out attacks on the ANC

SA M LI TARY | NTELLI GENCE AND SPECI AL FORCES

In August last year. a covert military unit. known as Intemationai Researchers. wee
uncovered and Cl skel announced its disbandnment after the Interventlon of General Kat

Li ebenberg fromthe SADF. This unit, which had strong links to SA Mlitary Intelligence,
has been linked to the killing of Charies Saba and Onward Guzana which is currently the
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eubtect of a court case In Blsho. However the di ebandment ot thls unit. did not nean the
end of South Atrlcan Invol venent.
It was the personnel of IR who are said to have convinced quzo that the ANC was hls
main eneny in Cskei and the blggeetthreat to hls regine. One of the social forces used
by IR and the Ciskei state is the institution of headmen. These adjuncts of the discredit
ed
system of tribal chieftanship. have been eorrelled by the G ekei security forces. Various
heednmen have reponed receiving arnms and noney tramthe security forces to act against
the ANC. Headnen have al so acted in concert with the ADM and pollce at village |evel
In many cases. it has becone dlifflcult to dietlngulsh between police. heednmeh end ADM
such is the level of co-operetlon - ell alded and abetted by the administration in Bl eho.
More recentty. it has come to light that various training bases are being established in
the
region. People are lured to the area under the guise of otters of enploynent. However.
on errlvel, ANC euppertere ere separated mmthe rest and told to return herme. Wil st
in the bases. such nenbers w tnessed others receiving | essons in firnanne and target
ermine _ In thnlr hrintlno nnmln amtold that they are onlno tn hn trnlnnrl tn nnt nunln’
tt
. ANC actwitlste.
KO | VOET - BATTALUON 32
Menbers at notorious units of the SADF and SAP |i ke Koevoet end Betellions 31 end 32
have al so been identified in the region. In nany cases Portugese-speaki ng bl ack sol diers
have been present at varlous roadbl ocks, both wthlin SA and C skel itself. There are also
reports that a deal is being struck, to integrate nmenbers tmmthese units into the C ske
securlty forces.
It has been a | ong-stehding demand by the ANC in the region. that menbers of the
SADF, and. in particular of Mlitary Intelligence. be renoved fromthe area.
SADF . M PERSONNEL :
A brlet overview of those Involved. will give an Indicatlon of the extent of SAmlitary
and
police involvement in the tern tory :

" Chief of the SADF, Brigadier Mrius Cel echig. was seconded fromthe SADF in My
1991. He is one of quzo’'s chief advisers. taking over this rule from another forner
menber of South African military intelligence. Antcm N ewoudt. Qelechlg was fornerly
in Arny Intelllgence In the SADF. It was regarded as highly unusual that an officer
whose background was purely In intelligence and had never held a el ngl e command post.
shoul d be handpi cked by the SA government to assume command of the C ekel Defence
For ce.
t Second in Command of the CDF is Colonel Dirk Van Der Bank. who was also Initlally
seconded by the SADF
i Head of GOP MIlitary Intelligence is Cckert Swanepoel. Both he and his deputy. Chrls
Nel , cane from a Special Forces background in the SADF. Swenepoel is said to have
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cone fromBattallon 32 while Net was the main interrogator of Sweet; guerilles during the
Nam bi an war of | ndepedence.

t Another key figure in the Ci ekei secuirty network is Basie Ootshuysent "acting secretar
y

gener al of the Afrlcan Denocratic Mwvenent. It is Onsthuysen. who anongst others.

Is said to have persuaded quzo of the need for a novenent such as the ADMto

oppose the ANC. Cesthuysen has since been publicatly linked to various SADF M covert
operations in the region. He headed the "Dynam c Teaching " operation. which has since
been exposed as a front for the SADF

t’ Lastly. but not certainly not Seast. there is the ubiquitous figure of Major CGeneral J
J .

Viktor. formerly of the SA Security Ponce. and now Conmi ssi oner of Pollce in Ciskel. His
appoi ntnment to this post was taken as a strategic dectelon atong the lines of a simlar
deci sion to nove an individual such as General Jac Buchnerto heed the Kwe Zulu police.
South Africa’s involvenent in the dey-to-day running of the C skei admnistration '8
spear headed t hrough I ndividuals such as those naned above. Their involvenent, in
particular. In the operation of the security forces In C ekei. has |ong been exposed. Th
S

i nvol venent extends beyond the material and | ogistical support wthout which the C ske
security forces could not exist. Their Involvement extends to the strategic direction of
t he

security forces in Ciskei Itself. It is quite ctear, that individuals such as those naned
above. with many others as yet unknown. are directing devel opnments In G sket. especlally
the escal ation of violence in a deliberate attenpt to bol ster the undenocratic O ske
regime and to weaken the ANC and Its allies.

8 Sept enber 1992

Departnent of Infonnation and Publicity



