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By Brlatt Stuart
CAPE TOWN. --The
country’s lirst non-
racial general election
is expected next year.
causing a flurry among
parliamentary political
parties. which must
gear themselves for a
hard and protracted
campaign.
Members of Parliament
speculate that Codesa
may ngree an interim
measures when it meets
mt May IS and lh. and
that the interim system
will not last lat more thah
a year before a general
election is called.
Nobody is ruling out
the possibility 0! Mr De
Klerk calling I political
summit in the months
ahead. tor a round-tehle
debate on lutute options
for those in ?arlitiment,
1he National Party’s
campaign tot wider sup-
port and membership
ahead of tin election he-
gins this Saturday when
Mt Dc Klerlt. Is NP lead-
er. visits Mitchell’s Plain
in the Cape Peninsula.
Plans are hetng made tor
smtilair campaign Visits to
other Black areas.
The Democratic Party’s
National Council has
already agreed tu set up
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tin elecunn preparutton
cummittee. While thts
will report In the National
Cnuncil. the 09’s future
political role will be fully
detreted tit tt national con-
gress to he held in Johan-
neshurg probably in O:-
tohet.
Indications tire that
other political parties will
also use their congresses
later this year to ready
themselves for a general
election. NP provincial
congresses will meet from
September.
’lhe popular opinion is
that the transttinnul gov-
ernment will be elected



on a proportional system
similar to that at Ger-
many. This means a Pair-
liament comprising MP5
elected on a local or re-
gional basis. in place of
the present smaller cun-
stttuencws. and the re-
mainder oi the sun elto-
catted so that all parties
are represented propot-
tittrtal In their voting per-
centages. l
Much speculation has
taken place on the possi-
bility at an alliance ut the
creatittn ttl :1 new centrist
pulmeul party in the le-
tute. wuh political leaders
suggesting this realign-
ment will not take place
until an election is irntni-
nent. The subject is being
debated openly among in-
dividual parltatnentati-
arts.
In the meantime. each
of the five major political
parties in Parliament --
the sixth is the Cunaetvti-
tive Party - wants to te-
tain its independent voice
in Codesa.
The possibility ot the
cuuntryls first democratic
election next year is ex-
pected to he the l’ucus ot
the three-day debate on
the vote of the State
President. which begins at
a ioint meeting of all
three Houses on April 21.
In the debate. till lend-
ers in Parliament are ex-
peeted to spell out the fu-
ture role of their respect-
ive political parties. in-
cluding the possibility of
alliances nr metgers.
They are State Presi-
dent De Klerk as leader
of the National Party the
Democratic Partyls Dr
Zach de Beer. Solidarity’s
Dr J N Reddy. the Nat-
ional Peoples Paarty’s Mr
Amichand Ruibansi. and
the Labour Pnrtyls the
Rev Allan Hendrickse.
While the Luhnur Putt)-
tuuk part in last year’s
abortive attempt to get a
Patriotic Frnnt oil the
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ext year?
ground many nl its mem-
bers are seen as likely to
join a new cenmst elli-
nnce. rather then move to
the ANC or maintain an
independent stance.



In such an alliance. the
Democratic Party eculd
lose its prwANC mem-
bers. while CP sources
speculate on the NP los-
ing I l’ew ot its MPs to the
Right-wing in a political
realignment.
The CP plans a new
Right-wing volltsbernd
with the aim of mohilismg
Atrikaner support tor a
"treetltim struggle". But
there is speculation the
party could break into
pru- and enti-negotietion
groups before then.
Dr Andries Treumicht.
CP leader. will he one at
the speakers in this
month’s debate on the
State Presidents vote
and greater clarity may he
given then on the role the
CP sees for itself In the
months ahead.
The two Indian politie
cal parties. Solidarity and
the NPP. have reeetved
appeals from bath the NP
and the DP nut tu break
up at this point. hut to re-
luln their identities until
lurther discussions are
held on realignment.
What is already ob-
vtons is that the reterett-
dum result and impending
Codes: agreements have
compelled all political
parties to undettalte a
reassessment nl their pus.
ilions.
The April 2t debate
will he the first occasion
on which parliamentary
political leaders can set
nut to the broader public
their visions tor the fu-
ture.
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