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DRAFT REPORT OF THE 18TH ORDINARY SESSION OPTHE OAU
COORDINATING COMMITTEE GU ASSISTANCE TO REFUGEES IN
AFRICA, MANGGCHI MALAWI, 1-8 JUNE 1988

OPENING
AL

1. The 18 1 ordinary session of the OAU Coordinating Committee on Ass
istance

_]

to Refugees in Africa was officially opened on Thursday 2 June, 1988 by
Hon. E.C.J.

Bwanali, MP, Minister of Health of the Republic of Malawi, under the Ch
airmanship

of Rev* Dr. Ismael Ncko of the Lutheran World Federation.

2. In his statement, the Minister, on behalf of the Life President of Malawi,

Ngwazi Dr. Kamuzu Banda, welcoioea participants and observers to the
meeting and

wished them a happy stay in Malawi. He Grew the attention of the Commit
tee to the

ever increasing number of refugees in Africa, a situation that has assum
ed alarming

proportions. He attributed the phenomenon of asylum-seeking to civil stri
fe, drought

and famine on the continent* The Minister remarked that because of the ¢
urrent global

economic crisis which has adversely affected the continent, Africa has co
ntinued to

find it more and more difficult to adequately -cater Jor the-needs-of ref u
gees.

3. He commended the work of t;he OAU Commission of 15 on Refugees
and of

the OAU Bureau for Refugees and pledged Malawi's support for the OAU's
efforts in

finding durable solutions to the problem of Refugees. The Minister disclos
ed that in

the last half of 1986, Malawi experienced increasedinfluxes of refugees
from Mozam-

bigue in the wake of banditry activities which have continued to cause u
ntold human

suffering and extensive damage to property. He further disclosed that to
date Malawi

is host to over 500,000 Mozambican refugees and this figure is in fact on
the increase

as in other countries of the Southern region.

4. He stated that prior to 1S86, the Government of Malawi was solely res
ponsible



for the care and maintenance of the refugees.

5. He pinpointed land shortage as one of the main problems facing the g
overn-

ment in its efforts tc cater for the needs of the refugees. In addition, a nu
mber of

social and economic facilities have been ever stretched as a result of the
large influx o

of refugees into the the country. A+A£e disclcsedJthat ihe government o
f Malawi has



s
acceded to the 1S51 UN Convention, its 1967 Protocol on Refugees as w
ell as

ratified the 1SSS GAU Convention Governing the specific Aspects of the
Refugee

Problems.

a—'r.va- .a—;'J\J

6. The Minister paid tribute tc the various voluntary and other internationa
I

organisations and the international community for the various forms of as
sistance

extended to the government of Malawi. He finally called on the OAU to ta
ckle the

root causes of the Refugee problem in Africa.

VAL, >Th
7. The OAU Assistant Secretary-General in charge of Political Affairs,

H.E. Ambassador Yilma Tadesse, in his statement also welcomed patrtici
pants and

observers to the meeting. He conveyed the regret of the CAU Secretary
General,

Mr. Ide Gumarou, for his inability to be present in Malawi due to other equ
ally

pressing issues affecting the continent. He expressed the OAU's appreci
ation and

thanks to the Life President and people of Malawi for the generous facilit
ies placed

at the disposal of participants.

8. Ambassador Yilma Tadesse identified apartheid in South Africa, the des
tabili-

sation policies of the racist Pretoria regime, the activities of the South Af
rican backed

armed bandits ana the illegal colonial occupation of Namibia as the main
causes of

the refugee problem in Southern Africa. This situation has consequently |
edto

a humanitarian crisis in Southern Africa.

2. He recounted the efforts of the OAU to address this situation including
the call

for the convening of the International Conference on the Plight of Refug
ees, Returnees

and Displaced Persons in Southern Africa scheduled to be held in Oslo,
Norway, from

22 to 24 August 1S88.

10. The Assistant Secretary-General disclosed that the OAU in cooperati



on with UN,

UNHCR and UNDP have since last year established a Steering Committee
to deal with

all policy issues relating to the preparations for the Conference. He appea
led to the

various Non-Governmental Organisations to endeavour to attend the Con
ference at

a very high level.



11. On the OAU Coordinating Committee, the Assistant Secretary-Genera
Irecalled the decision of the OAU Commission of 15 on Refugees to revie
\rlgltgimd activities of the Committee in light of the continued failure of the
Commitee to carry out some pf its responsibilities especially with regard t
?ughdeing of the operational activities of the Bureau for Refugees.

12. Ke touched on the documentation for the meeting indicating that the
documents deal basically with the activities of the OAU Bureau for Refug
eesin

favour of refugees in Africa.

IS. The Assistant Secretary-General paid tribute to Malawi and the other
Southern

African countries for their determination to provide for the needs of the r
efugees

and displaced persons in the region despite their own problems. In concl
usion, he

announced that following the visit of the mission of the OAU Commission
of 15 on

Refugees to Malawi last year and resulting from the concern of the OAU
over the

plight of the refugees in the country and the burden placed on the countr
y, the OAU

had decided to make a financial contribution of US$50,CCO to support the
efforts of

the government of Malawi in providing for the emergency needs of the re
fugees.

14. The Assistant Secretary-General aoded that an officer from the OAU
Bureau

for Refugees would soon be visiting Malawi to consult with the authorities
on the

possibility of establishing income generating projects in favour of the ref
ugees.

15. Finally, he appealed to international organizations and voluntary age
ncies

to increase their assistance to Malawi to enable her to cope more effectiv
ely with
the refugee problem.

16. The Chairman of the OAU Commission of 15 on Refugees, H.E. Lt. G
en. B.N.

Mibenge who is also Ambassador of Zambia to the People's Democratic R
epublic of

Ethiopia, also made a statement to the Committee.

17. On the situation in Southern Africa, Ambassador Mibenge associated
himself
with the sentiments expressed by the Assistant Secretary-General over t



he ever

worsening situation of refugees in Southern Africa in general and in Malaw
i in parti-

cular. He reiterated that the denial of human and other basic rights by the
Pretoria

regime has contributed significantly to tlie problem of refugees in Souther
n Africa.
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18. Ambassador Mibenge reviewed the refugee situation in Africa outlinin
g the

efforts of various Member States concerned to tackle the root causes of
the problem.

He specifically pointed out the positive developments taking place in Eas
tern and

Central Africa and the rapprochment between the parties to the conflict i
n the Horn

and the Sudan. He called on the international community to continue to
encourage R

these moves in order to achieve durable solutions to tlie refugeA© probl
em on the

continent.

19. The Ambassador finally expressed the gratitude of the OAU to volunt
ary and

international organizations for the assistance they continue to give to Afr
ica and

appealed to them to increase this assistance.

20. After these statements, the Chairman thanked the Minister, Hon. Bwan
ali,

for sparing his valuable time to open the session. He, on behalf of the C
ommittee

and observers requested the Minister to convey to H.E. the Life President
of the

Republic of Malawi, Ngwasi Dr. Karnusu Banda,the thanks and gratitude o
f the

Committee for the reception and hospitality extended to all participants a
nd

observers.

cf

Earlier on Wednesday 1 June, members of the Committee and observers
\éﬁlitfrﬂbagami Refugee camp in Mangochi District.

21. AGENDA

After minor amendments the Committee, adopted the following agenda.
1. Opening

i) Statement by Hon. E.C.I. Bwanali, M.P.,

Minister of Health.

i) Statement by H.E. Ambassador Yilma Tadesse,

OAU Assistant Secretary-General in charge of Political Affairs.



iii) Statement by H.E. Ambassador B.N. Mibenge,
Chairman of the OAU Commission of Fifteen on Refugees.
2. Adoption of proposed agenda

3. Organization of work
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4. Election of the Bureau for 198S/188S.
5. Statement of outgoing chairman.

6. Consideration of the report on the activities of the OAU Bureau for Re
fugees.

7. Progress report on the preparation for the international Conference on
the

Plight of Refugees, Returnees and Displaced Persons in Southern Africa.

8. Individual reports on the activities of members of the OAU Coordinatin
%ommittee on Assistance to Refugees.

S. individual reports on the activities of observer organization/agencies to
(t)rfu Coordinating Committee on Assistance to refugees.

10. Any other business.

11. Visit to some refugees camps in Malawi. (MANGCCHI, NSANJE an
d DEDZA

DISTRICTS)
ORGANIZATION OF WORK

22. The Committee agreed to the following working hours s
Morning - 09.00-13.00

Afternoon - i4.SQ - 19.00

ELECTION OF THE BUREAU FOR 1988/89

A®3. The Representative of the United Nations Commissioner for Namib
ia proposed

the following organizations to consitute the Bureau for 1888/89. It was s
econded by

the representative of the World Health Organisation. The Committee una
nimously

endorsed the proposal-

1. Chairman - Mr. B.J.B. Mpyisi - (ILO)

2. Vice-Chairman - Bishop C.K. Bamwose- AACC

3. Rapporteur - Mr. Tom Kataika - CARITAS

A«/Mo...



6

24. After the election, the outgoing Chairman, Dr. . Hoko congratulated t
he

new Chairman and his Bureau on their election. He paid tribute to the g
overnment

and people of Malawi for the typically African hospitality extended to ref
ugees from

a sister State. He exhorted the committee and the CAU to continue to inter
act in their

common effort to solvt; the problem of refugees in Africa. The outgoing
Chairman noted

with satisfaction the steps currently being deployed by member States co
ncerned to tackle

the root causes of the refugee problem. Thereafter, the representative of
the United

Nations Commissioner for Namibia paid a glowing tribute to Dr. Ncko, for
his dedicated

service to the Committee and Africa as a whole. His personal commitmen
t to the cause

of African refugees ano gentle nature have endeareo him to the entire m
embership of the

Committee. In seconding the motion, the representative of Amnesty Inter
national remarked

that during the period that Dr. Hoko was Chairman, there were many pos
itive-developments

on the refugee scene as well as in the field of human rights on the conti
nent. He wished

Dr. Hoko every success in the years aheao.

7.
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Progress Report on the Activities of the OAU Bureau for Refugees -
Document BR/ICO-CTTEE/78 April 1987 - May 1988

25* In his introduction of this item, a representative of the OAU Secretaria
t

reviewed the general refugee situation in Africa since the Committee's la
st session

in Monrovia, Liberia, in March, 13870 The representative of the Secretari
at informed

the Committee that in independent Africa there has been a wind of chang
e blowing

through the refugee scene in the sense that there have been efforts by af
fected

Member States to tackle the root causes of teh refugee problem. In the
Horn, some

Member States that had been in conflict resulting in refugee influxes have
recently

reconciled their differences to the point of restoring diplomatic relations.

26. The misunderstanaing between the two sister States of Libyaand T
chad assumed

a new and positive dimension recently when the former decided to recogn
ise the govern-

ment in lldjamena with a pledge to repatriate Chadian prisoners of war in
Libya to

their country.

25. In llorth Africa, two states which had been in conflict over the Wester
n Sahara,

namely, Algeria and Morocco decided to restore diplomatic relations after
a break of

almost twelve years. In addition, the two States have undertaken to work
for a durable

solution to the problem. The representative of the Secretariat disclosed
that a number

of Zimbabwean refugees in Botswana had registered tc return home follo
wing the decla-

ration of a general amnesty by the Government of Zimbabwe. A similar po
sitive deve-

lopment relating tc negotiations to end the conflict is currently unfolding
in the Sudan.

27, He next drew the attention of the Committee to the commendable effor
ts of the

Uganda Government to bring back home her nationals who have been livi
ng in other

countries as refugees. These positive developments, the representative o
f the Secre-

tariat remarked, are in the right direction and should be encouraged and
supported to

enable these refugees to return to their countries of origin so that they ca



n live normal
and dignified lives once again.

4€C jaEe 4€C a€C



a

29. un the Southern African situation, the representative of the Secretaria
t reiterated

that the root cause of the refugee problem in this region is apartheid coup
led with Preto-

ria's support for the surrogate gangs operating in, especially, Angola a

nd Mozambique.

He reminded the Committee of the brutal activities of the bandits which ha
ve left

thousands of people dead, others displaced within and outside their countr
ies of origin,

drawing attention of the Committee to the recently published report on
Mozambique by

the US Government. lie disclosed that currently there are about 6 million
displaced

persons in Southern Africa.

3A©" In concluding this part of the report, he appealed to the Internatio
nanl Community

to bring pressure to bear on the Pretoria regime to dismantle its abhorent
policy of apart-

heid, and end its policy of destabilisation cf Governements in the Frontli
ne ano neighboring

States.

31. The Representative of the Secretariat then drew the attention of the
Committee

to the second part of the Report which dealt with the activities of the Bur
eau fcr Refu-

gees in the area cf Education and training, Research and Placement and
Information

dissemination.

32* On Education and Training, the attention of the Committee was orawn
to the fact

that because cf lack of funds, the OAU Bureau for Refugees has not been
able to provide

scholarships to as many refugees as it would have wished to do. Member
States of the

OAU have not been able to provide scholarships to refugees either, bec
ause of economic

problems.

33* On the imposition of economic fees, the Committee was informed tha
t the Com-

mission of X 5 on Refugees has taken up this matter with the Member St
ates concerned

with an appeal to them to waive these fees.

34* In the area cf Hesearch and Placement, he informed the Committee o
f the



research work chat had been carried out curing the period under review
by the Bureau

for Refugees on the refugee situation in twenty nine Member States. Addit
ionally, an

exercise is currently under way to categorise all OAU Resolutions dealing
with the

refugee situation in Africa.
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35. In connection with the placement of refugees, the Committee was inf
ormed that

a number of countries which had pledged tc offer employment opportuniti
es to refugees

have been contacted with an appeal to them to expedite action on the pl
acement of

qualified refugees. Additionally, the Bureau for Refugees has since 1S86
funded a total

of 28 income generating projects infavour cf Refugees worth US$ii25,23
8.82 Meanwhile,

the OAU Bureau for Refugees has indentified some other OAU Member st
ates where in-

come generating projects in favour of refugees would be established.

36. On the dissemination of information, the Committee was informed that
the

Bureau's Newsletter "African Refugees" remains the main organ fcr such a
n activity.

Ke drew the attention of the Committee to constraints of the Bureau for R
efugees in

this area of refugee service because cf theshortage of funos as well as p
ersonnel.

37. The thiro part of the report which dealt with the efforts of the Bureau f

or

Refugees to implement recommedationsof the last session cf the Commit
tee dwelt on

such issues as the review of the Membership of the Committee, contributi
ons to the

operational budget of the Bureau for Refugees, the need for Member Stat
es to provide

Primary Health care for Refugees and the admission of the Association of
African

Universities into the membership of the OAU Refugee Scholarship Commi
ttee.

3&. On the final part of the report, the representative of the Secretariat a
Iso informed

the Committee of the envisaged International Conference on the Plight o
f Refugees,

Returnees and Bispalced Persons in Southern Africa enumerating its obje
ctives and the

preparatory activities that have so far been carried out by the Steering C
ommittee.

39. The representative also informed the Committee about some of the
meetings ano

conferences that staff members of the Bureau for Refugees have participa
ted in during

the past year.



40. In a complementary report on the preparations for the said Internatio
nal Con-

ference, the Assistant Secretary General in charge of Political Affairs inf
ormed the

Ccmittee that various aspects of the preparatory activities have in fact be
en finalised

by the Steering Committee. These included documentation and the adopti
on of a Public

Information Plan, invitation to Member States cf the OAU and UN and to
various

International and Non Gcvermental organizations.
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41. The Assistant Secretary-General singled out the role of voluntary age
ncies for

commedation and remarked that it was in recognition of this role that the
Steering

Committee had decided to establish a Contact Group comprising ICVA,
INTER-

ACTION, FAVDO and AACC to articulate 11GO views as far as Conferenc
eis

concerned. Besides, iCVA would be making a statement on behalf of th
e NGO

Community, tie conduced by appealing tc invited NGGs to insure a high |
evel and

effective participation in the said conference.

GENERAL DEBATE

42. in the debate that ensued, the Committee maoe general remarks, so
ught and

obtained clarifications on various issues regarding the International Conf
erence.

The Committee commended the Bureau for Refugees for the very informa
tive and

detailed reports. Special note was taken of the Bureau's brilliant coverage
of the

Refugee Situation on the Continent. The Committee also took note with sa
tisfaction

the efforts being made by CAU Member States concerned to tackle the r
oot causes

of the refugee problem on the continent and appealed to the OAU Commi
ssion of 15

on Refugees to continue with their efforts to help find durable solutions to
the

Refugee problem.

43* un the question of Education and Training for refugees in Africa, an i
ssue that

generated a great deal of interest and debate, the Committee noted the in
ability

cf many organizations to fund the ecucation of refugees because of high t
uition and

other fees charged by various institutions in some OAU Member States.
In the same

vein, the Committee observed that sometimes refugees have had to be se
nt to private

schools because there were no vacancies in government educational insti
tutions which

charged lower fees.

44A« The Committee further observed that there were still some OAU M



ember States

which continue to charge economic fees thus limiting the capacity of orga
nisations

to sponsor more students. But at the same time, countries within Southern
Africa

were noted to have waived economic fees on refugees.

45.A« The Committee expressed concern over the fact that most of the ti
me trained

refugees cannot secure jobs ano expressed the hope that Member States
of the OAU,

Organizations and refugee serving agencies would consider providing e
mployment to

such trained refugees.

.
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46. The observer from the Federal Republic of Nigeria informed the Com
mittee

of a programme in her country which involved the attachment of South Af
rican

refugees to various business establishments and parastatals to enable t
hem to acquire

the needed skills. The salaries of such refugees are normally paid by the
sponsoring

agencies.

47* The United Nations Commissioner for Namioia also has similar bilater
al arrange-

ments, but the Committee felt there should ba a mechanism whereby Me
mber States

could be approacheo by other organisations with similar employment sch
emes for

refugees.

45. Another issue was the need for refugees to be given education relevan
t to the

educational system obtaining in their countries of origin. In the same vei

n, whenever

possible, refugees should be placed in schools or institutions in areas clos
e to their

countries of origin to avoid possible dangers of alienation.

49* The Representative of the UNHCR assured the Committee that his of
Egavr\rll?t?ed to providing primary education for all refugee children. Opportu
giggsexisted within its programme for adult education and the provision cf
ehc;gzg{ion for deserving refugees. Regarding the kind cf primary educatio
n provided

tc refugees, he stated that UNHCR has normally provided education simila
E)ll;)c'ze}il?%g in the country cf asylum. A notable exception however is the cu
rsri(teunatltion in Malawi where the Mozambican curriculum is being followed i
gc%atl)nglg fcr the Mozambican refugees,

50* The OAU Secretariat clarified the position of the OAU as far as the gr
anting

of scholarships to refugees is concerned, indicating that need and the abil
ity of a

refugee to obtain a job or be self-reliant after training were some of the cr
iteria used

by the O AU in awarding scholarships to refugees.

J12...
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EDUCATION AND TRAINING
OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

51. The committee took note of the activities of the OAU Bureau for the
Refugees in the area of education and training of refugees and the constr
aints

faced by the latter in the prevision of more scholarships to refugees beca
use of

the lack of funds. Note was also taken cf the high tution and other fees ¢
harged

to refugees in certain Member States of the OAU. It also recognised the
need for

refugees to be given the type of education that would make them self em
ployed or

employable. In this connection the Committee RECOMMENDED:

i) Member States of the OAU concerned should consider waiving econom
ic

fees in favour of refugees \ they should also consider providing places

in their educational institutions for refugees. In this regard the Committee

appealed to the OAU Commission of 15 to pursue these issues with con
cerned
Members States and to keep the Committee informed of the outcome.

if) Sponsoring organizations should consiaer placing refugee students in
educational institutions with systems that relate to those obtaining in their

countries of origin in order to avoid possible dangers of alienation.

iii) Refugee serving organizations should promote basic and integrated e
ducation

for the refugees in order to provide them with certain basic skills which wil
I

facilitate their integration in their countries of asylum and enable them to
find a point cf entry into the economies of their countries of origin when
they eventually return home.

iv) Member States should consider devising a well thought out policy in th
e pro-

vision of education within the framework of the resources available to
governments, bearing in mind the needs of the refugees as well as the
manpower

requirements of Member States.

/13...
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RESEARCH

52. On the Research activities of the OAU Bureau for Refugees, the Com
mittee

advised the Bureau to identify areas where research was needed to facilit
ate better

policy making and programme development for refugees.

534€¢ The attention of the Secretariat was drawn tc the recommendatio
n made during
til

the IS ordinary session cf the Committee helo in Harare, Zimbabwe, calli
ng upon the

Bureau for Refugees to make use of the various Universities on the Conti
nent and to

involve the relevant Faculties in its research activities.

54. A number of organisations informed the Committee of their research ac
tivities

and said they were prepared to collaborate with the CAU Bureau for the
Refugees in

this area cf refugee service. It was, however, noteo that funding was very v
ital if

institutions in Member States were to carry out research work fcr the Bure
au for

Refugees.

The Assistant Secretary General in charge cf Political Affairs also disclos
ed

to the Committee that there were moves within his Department to carry o
ut research

work on various issues of concern to the continent in so far as this rese
arch work would

be relevant in the discharge of the duties assigned to the OAU Secretaria
t. He

cautioned against research which is merely done for academic purposes
emphasizing

that research work must be practical and should lead to help in the unde
rstanding and

solution of problems facing the Continent.

OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
J14...
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56. The Committee took note of the role of NGOs and other agencies invo
Ived in

the provision of humanitarian and developmental assistance in Africa. How
ever, it

was further noted that not all these experiences and work in the region are
sufficiently

documented and disseminated. The Committee therefore RECOMMENDED
as follows:

i) The work and experience of these agencies, namely the work and expe
rience

regarding the health of refugees and/or displaced persons be monitored,

documented, and evaluated in a systematic manner in accordance with t

he

relevant system(s) of the country concerned and disseminated.

if) The OAU Bureau for Refugees should, as soon as possible, collect da
ta and

evaluate the different governmental infrastractures established within
Member States tc address refugee needs.

iii) The root causes of the refugee problem in Southern Africa and the sea
rch for

durable solutions should be well documenteo by the GAU/bureau for Ref
ugees.

iv) The OAU Bureau fcr Refugees should consider undertaking research
m%rli(n(t);gration of refugees into national develdpment programmes such a
Zducation, health care ano employement indicating the areas of conflict
22r?1plementarity between refugee needs and those of nationals.

v) In pursuit of these recommendations, the Committee further Recomm
ended

that the OAU Bureau for Refugees should utilise tne expertise of the Univ
er-

sities within Africa in its research activities.

vi) The assistance of members of the Committee should be sought in ter
ms of
research work and funding.

vii) The Bureau for Refugees should identify areas of priority for research
into

refugee situations ano their causes anc should communicate these to the
Committee. The Committee in turn should provide the Bureau for Refuge

es
with their publications on refugees and their plans for initiating research i
nto



these priority areas.

a€C/ISa€ECcaES
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EMPLOYMENT OF REFUGEES/INCOME GENERATING ACTIVITIES

57. The Committee took note of the difficulties the Bureau fcr Refugees ¢
ontinues

to face in securing employment opportunities for refugees in Member Stat
es of the

CAU. These difficulties, it was observed, stem from the problem of unem
ployment

facing most African countries but in some cases because of tne difficulties
in obtain-

ing work permits for refugees as aliens, in this connection, the Committe
e once again

expressed satisfaction with OaU's promotion and funding of income gener
ating projects

in favour of refugees.

58. The Committee therefore RECOMMENDED as follows;

i) Tlie promotion of income generating activities should be linked to thoro
ugh
market research to ensure available and regular markets for the prooucts

from such projects.

if) Refugee serving organisations shoulG consiaer absorbing qualified re
fugees,
with special attention also be given to the possibility of attaching qualified

refugees to the public or private sectors in Member States of the OAU in
order tc enable the refugees to acquire the necessary skills.

iii) Member States should consider issuing work permits to refugees witho
ut
undue constraints.

INFORMATION DISSEMINATION

59. The Committee appreciated the constraints facing the Bureau for Ref
ugees in

terms of inadequate personnel to man the information Unit. Consequently
, the

Committee RECOMMENDED as follows:

i) There is a crying need to increase the number of officers within the inf
ormation

unit.

if) There is also the need for requl07* exchange of information between
the Bureau

for Refugees and the members of the Coordinating Committee on the on
e hand,



and between the OAU Bureau for Refugees and other voluntary organizat
Ic?rrl]?he other hand.

iii) The Bureau for Refugees should update its mailing list in order to wid
eelrnete?gf circulation cf its Newsletter "African Refugees".

A«llB.".
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60. INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE PLIGHT OF REFUGEES,

RETURNEES AND DISPLACED PERSONS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA

61* On the forthcoming International Conference, the Committee apprecia
ted the

recognition given to the role of NGO's by the OAU. Clarification was sou
ght and

obtained as to the venue, ft GO patrticipation and documentation.

62. The Committee notec the importance of the Conference to NGO's a
nd wondered

whether there would be a forum for NGG interaction during the Conferen
ce. The

Assistant Secretary General who had earlier briefed the Committee drew i
ts attentien

to the fact that the Conference would last only 3 days; thus, its duration
does not allow

for exhaustive exchange cf views among the NGO's. He, however, assur
ed the Committee

that the views of the NGO's would be properly articulated by ICVA which
would be

addressing the Cenference on behalf of the NGG community.

63. On the relationship between the envisaged Conference and 1CARA I
, the Committee

was informed that whereas the latter dealt with refugees on the whole co
ntinent and was

a pledging Conference, the forthcoming Conference would address a new
and specific

prcblem within one of tne sub-regions of the continent, and besides, it wa
s not a pledging

Conference as such.

64. The Committee took note of the importance of the said International
Conference

not only to Africa but aiso to the international community including Non
-Governmental

Organisations. It also took note with satisfaction the role assigned to t
he NGG com-

munity in the Conference.

65. In light of the above observations, the Committee RECOMMENDED as
follows:

i) Non-Governmental Organisations should participate effectively and at h
igh
level in the said International Conference.

i) Non-Governmental Organisations should consider increasing their ass
istance



to refugees and displacec persons as well as the countries of asylum.

M7
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MEMBERSHIP OF THE GAU COORDINATING COMMITTEE/

FUNDING OF OPERATIONAL BUDGET OF
THE BUREAU FOR REFUGEES

65. On the decision cf the OAU Com mission of .15 on Refugees to open
up the Member-

ship of the Committee to new Members, the Chairman gave a background
leading te the

decision, borne of the issues he stressed were:

i) the inability of the Bureau for Refugees to carry out its operational activi
ties
due to lack of funds; and

ii) the failure of the Coordinating Committee to fund ever the years budge
ts which
it hac itself helpeo to prepare.

66. After these preliminary remarks by the Chairman, a number of deleg
ations wondered

why the Bureau had not prepared a programme of activities for presentat
ion to the Com-

mittee. Such a programme, they opined, would have assisted the Commit
tee in reaching

certain decisions especially on the provision of funds for the operational ac
tivities of the
Bureau.

67&€¢ in reaction to this observation, the Secretariat informed the Commit
tee that this

approach had, indeed, been the practice in the past; but because of the ch
ronic failure

of the Committee to even consider contributing the minimum to the budge
t of the Bureau,

the practice has had to be stopped.

The Secretariat further recalled its frustration over this matter and the dec
ision

of the OAU Commission of 15 on Refugees to recommend to the OAU Coun
cil of Ministers

the establishment of a Special Refugee Contingency Fund to enable the
OAU Bureau for

Refugees to carry out its operational activities. This Fund, it was explai
ned, amounted

to 1% of the total budget of the OAU in any given year. The expenses rela
ted to the

award cf scholarships to refugees, the establishment of income generatin
g projects as



well as the publication of the Newsletter: "African Refugees” have all be
en met from
this Fund.

69. In a collaborative statement, the Chairman of the OAU Commission o
f15 on

Refugees endorsed the Secretariat's information. He added that indeed
the Commission

at one point almost took a decision to abolish the Committee altogether.
However, such

J.18..
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a decision was postponed pending the submission of a report oby a Sub
-Committee of

the Coordinating Committee on the whole question of fund raising to meet
the operational

needs of the Bureau fcr Refugees.

79 &€¢ Cn the legal position with regard to fund raising or contributions t
c the operational

buoget of the Bureau, the Cahirman felt that in the udnerstanaing of the
Commission of

15 on Refugees, it was part of the responsibility of the Committee to contr
ibute tc

the operational budget of the Bureau. He reminded the Committee that
the Commission

was still expecting the Sub-Committee's Report.

71. The Chairman also raised a number of issues related to the implement
ation of the

recornmenoations of the previous session of the Committee, namely, the f
ailure of the

Secretariat to present documents to the Committee a month or so in ad
vance as had been

directed and the absence of a list indicating the invited observer organisa
tions.

72. The Chairman of the Coordinating Committee in reacction to the quer
ies raised by

the Chairman of the Commission cf 15 on Refugees, stated that the Sub
-Committee met

once since its establishment but had not yet completed its work. The Com
mittee, there-

fore, directed that the Sub-Committee should continue with the exercise t
0 enable it

to work out modalities on how funds could be raised fcr the operational act
ivities of the

Bureau. The Committee also requested the Sub-Committee to report to it
during its

next session.

73* The Representative of the All Africa Conference of Churches, His Lo
rdship Bishop

Bwamwose, in a solemn statement drew the attention of the Committee to
the serious

nature of the refugee situation in Africa. He took note of the efforts of the
various

organizations including the OAU to tackle this problem of refugees in Afric
a. In this

connection, he emphasised the need to maintain the OAU Coordinating
Committee as

an operational organ ano partner of the OAU. He, therefore, appealed tc
both bodies to



continue to stress the factors that unite them in their common effort to ser
ve Africa's

refugees and displaced persons. The two bodies, he observed, needed e
ach ether and that

the channels of communication between the two bodies shoulo always be
kept open.

Following this, the Committee endorsed the statement of the representat

ive of the AACC.

9.
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74* The Committee also noted the efforts of the Sub-Committee establis
hed to work

out modalities for raising funds to support the activities of the OAU Bure
au fcr Refugees.

It also took note of the fact that the task assigned to the sub-committee
had not yet been

completed. It regretted the absence of a work programme from the OAU
Bureau for

Refugees which would have enabled the Committee to consider contribut
ing to some cf

the activities of the Bureau.

RECOMMENDATIONS
75, The Committee, thus, RECOMMENDED as follows s

i) The sub-committee should continue with its work and report to the next
meeting
of the Coordinating Committee.

if) The OAU should provide a programme cf work indicating the financial i
mpli-

cations and present such a work programme to the next meeting of the C
oordi-

nating Committee for consideration.

in this regard, the assistance and advice of members of the Bureau of the
Committee resident in Addis Ababa should be sought.

iii) Those members of the Coordinating Committee who have the means to
contri-

bute to the operational budget of the Bureau for Refugees should continu
e to do

so. Furthermore, the OAU Bureau for Refugees should write officially tc al
I

“til
organisations that participated as observers in the 10 Ordinary Session cf

the Committee inviting them to consider becoming members of the Commi
ttee.

These organisations should be provided with the Rules of Procedure of
the OAU Coordi-

nating Committee as well the criteria for membership of the OAU Coordi
nating Committee

to enable them to make up their minds on the question of membership of
the Committee.



This matter will be taken up by the .Committee aLits next_sessionJnl96S.
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AFRICAN CHARTER ON HUMAN AND PEOPLES RIGHTS

76. The Committee took note with satisfaction the entry into force in Oct
ober 1988

of the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights, the election of the
African

Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights and the decision by the Asse
mbly of Heads of

State and Government of the OAU tc establish a Secretariat of the Commi
ssion in Banjul,

Gambia. The Committee therefore RECOMMENDED that:

i) the OAU Commission should continue tc urge Member States that have
not

yet done so to consider ratifying the said charter and to adhere strictly to
the provisions of the saio charter; and

i) the Bureau for Refugees should consider making available to the Comm
ittee the
reports of the Human and Peoples' Rights Commission.

77* At the end of thedebate and following the Observations and Recomm
endations,

the Committee adopted the Report cf the Bureau for Refugees for the per
iod April 1987

to May 1988.

REPORT OF INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS OF
THE COMMITTEE AND OBSERVERS

Members of the Committee and Observers presented individual reports o
n the

activities of their organisations in favour of refugees. The said reports we
re circulated

among member organisations and are available at the OAU Bureau for R
efugees.

Reports from observer organisations are also available at the Bureau for
Refugees.

These reports would be summarised by the Secretariat ano circulated to
all members of
the Committee as well as to interested non-members.

DATED AND VENUE

The determination Gf the date and venue of the 18" session was left to t
he

secretariat it being understood that consultations would be held between
the Bureau for

Refugees and the Bureau of the Coordinating Committee.
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ANY OTHER BUSINESS

8U. The Representative of the Lutheran World Federation orew the attenti
on of the

Committee to the US State Department Report on Mozambique and reques
ted for its

circulation for the information of members. The Committee was informed
by the

Secretariat that indeed such a report had been circulated to all Member S
tates of the

OAU during the Session of the OAU council of Ministers. In addition, copi
es

were made available to the members of the Coordinating Committee and
Observers

alike. The Committee recommended that the Commission of 15 on Refug
ees should

monitor developments in this matter.

VISITS TO REFUGEE CAMPS IN NSANJE AND DEDZA DISTRICTS

A£1* The members of the Committee as well as observers spent two days
after the

discussions visiting a number of refugee camps in the Nsanje ano Dedza d
istricts of

Malawi. The members ano observers were accom|aani®j bythe Principal
Secretary

in the Ministry of Health, Dr. Karnvanzina, Principal Secretary, Office of t
he Pre-

sident and Cabinet as well as Party Officials.

32

f The visits afforded the membes and observers the opportunity to assess
on the

spot the gravity of the situation facing Malawi. It was observed that in Nsa
nje District

there were over 2GCO new arrivals from Mozambique in a single day whi
le another 5000

arrived in the Mulange district on the day of the visit to tne camps.

83. The problems currently facing Malawi include shortage cf water suppl
y, and

health as well as educational facilities. It was, however, observed that de
spite her

own problems Malawi was determined to share her own resources with na
tionals of a

Sister State. The Committee therefore again appealed to the internation
al Community

to extend increased assistance to Malawi. Malawi was commended for h
er generous

and humanitarian policy towards the refugees.



fter the visits, and there being no other business, the Committee's work
closed on
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