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STATE POLITICAL STRUCTURES (I)
Historical Development, 1870-1910

The form of state which came into existence in South Africa with
the Union of the four British colonies in 1910 is perhaps best
described as a racially exclusive bourgeois democracy. The vas
bulk of the black population was excluded from all representat-
ion in and access to state structures. On the other hand how-
ever all classes of the white population, and certain limited

A categorizes of blacks (see below p 000) were incorporated into
representative institutions characteristic of bourgeois demo-
cracy - parliament, political parties etc.

/ch™JThis form of state emerged as the result of/specific processes

of class formation and class struggle in which capitalist relat-

ions of production were established on a large scale in South
Africa. As indicated in Chapter 1 (pp 000-00), the opening up

of the diamond and more particularly gold mining industries at

the end of the 19th century in“augurated a process in which caAf-
italist forms of production rapidly developed ii all sectors and
regions of South Africa. This rapid transition to capitalism

gave rise to new forms of social relations with new contradict-

ions and struggles. In the process political relations and the

form of state were transformed.

Most fundamentally, the development of capitalism transformed
large numbers of the oppressed colonised masses into wage labo-
urers. However as indicated pp 000-00, capital accumulation in

all sectors was critically dependent on the availability of

cheap labour. Accordingly, the development of capitalism” in
South Africa subjected blacks to a range of specific highly
coercive measures such as racially discriminatory land laws, the
pass system regulating their mobility, special taxes to drive

y/v them into wage labour, the com”~und system etc"All these meas-
ures were explicitly designed to ensure that black peasants
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provided the necessary cheap labour power in sufficient quantit
ies.

On the other hand, the development of the mining industry after
1870, and the subsequent transition to capitalism in agriculture
18$0-19A£0, also transformed the previous exploiting classes,
leaving cap|tal|sts as the only exploiting class. However the
particular path of capitalist development in Sout*Africa gave
rise to acute contradictions and conflicts within this capital-

ist class itself (see pp 000-00).

South Africa's racially exclusive parliamentary system was foil-
ed in the concrete struggles arising out of the contradictions
generated hy the transformation of social relations after 1870.
The specific forms of capitalist exploitation which emerged reinf-
orced the imperatives for the capitalist ruling class to maint-

ain one crucial feature of all the state forms generated by col-

a bhc
onialism. since 1652 - the exclusion o' vast majority of

blacks from any representative institutions. The state was

required to secure the availability of a cheap labour force for
capital. Through the state the racial division of the land was
effected and legitimated. The state also administered.' array of
controls and coercive measures over this labour force -. the most
important being Pass laws and the Masters and Servants Laws
(see pp 000-00). Any access by the bulk of the black exploited
masses to the representative institutions of even bourgeois
parliamentary democracy would have fundamentally impeded the
development of such a cheap labour system. This was clearly
recognised by the exploiting classes. Thus the various attacks

on the relative economic indpendence of the African peasantry
after 1880 were accompanied hy demands that the very small num-
ber of enfranchised black property owners in the Cape Province
he deprived of the vote and all political rights. Moreover, the

fact that under the migrant labour system African workers ret-
ained some base in the peasant economy of the labour reserve
areas, made it possible for- oueji-ci'Hsacka on pcrl-rtirn'i right's-frrr
JaJ to present the "tribal" structures based in the reserves

as an alternative to represen-ation/in the central state.

/
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On the other hand these transformations placed severe strains on
the earlier state forms, particularly those that developed in

the Boer republics after 1852. Based on societies dominated by
pre-capita 1 ist agrarian rentier landlords, these state frfoms
proved too unwieldy and inefficient to implement a number of the
specific measures demanded by mining capital to seciire its cheap
African labour force in the 1890s. Morevjoer agrarian landlords

J

who dominated the Transvaal Boer republic sought to exclude
mining capital from effective representation in its representat-
ive institutions, whilst simultaneously siphoning off revenue
from the mining industry to subsidise various of their own proj-
ects. These factors eventually led mining capitalists to organ-
ise together with British imperialism to overthrow these Boer

/ r regimes in the Anglo-Boer wa/5 1899-1902.

This war resulted in the imposition of direct colonial rule
throughout all of what is now South Africa. This however created
its own conflicts as much of the settler population - and partic_-
ularjuthe emerging agrarian bourgeoisie in the Transvaal and
Orange Free State - were excluded from any specific repressitation
of their interests in the colonial states until 1906/7. These

four colonies merged into the Union of South Africa in 1910,
creating a racially exclusive bourgeois democracy (partially
qualified hy the enfranchisement of black property owners in the
Cape). The major bourgeois interests were organised into comp-
eting political parties (see Chart p 000). This form of state,

which excluded the exploited masses from its representative
institutions, served as to secure the necessary conditions of
accumulation of capital. It also provided an effective forum

for the resolution of contradictions within the capitalist class,

and a vehicle for uniting it in pursuit of the common objective

of maintaining bourgeois domination over the exploited masses.

In addition to the bourgeoisie however, South Africa’s racially
exclusive bourgeois democracy also included within its represent-
ative institutions other white classes - the white petty bourg-
eoisie and white workers. This can be explained by two main
factors. Firstj*yv*, that these classes were too small and too
weak ever effectively to challenge bourgeois hegemony on their
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own. Secondly, under the existing conditions of class struggle
the bourgeoisie needed some degree of support front other
white classes in order to maintain its rule over the colonised
masses.

*Cia\

minority categories of the black population were also
Ck offi&jrefc A©C

initially granted access to representative inst itutions 0

In the Cape, Africans, Coloureds and Asians who met certain
property and income qualifications (not applicable after 1926

to whites - the year in which white women also received the right
to vote) were eligible to vote though not themselves to stand in
parliamentary and provincial council elections. This Cape qual-
ified franchise had been introduced in 185" and was stained in
that province after Union in 1910. The qualificatio admitted

only the propertied strata of the black population whom it was

expected might identify with the bourgeoisie. The specific pa h
/f1

/ of capitalist development, particularly in the countryside, as-
vA

sured that such strata would always be small and unable to chel

lenge bourgeois hegemony. The subordination of the reserves as
sources of labour power rather than of agricultural commodities
i} Jvwst severely curtailed/process of peasant diferentation and

consequent emergence of a rich OU'rican kulak class in the'res-
erves'. The effects of the 1913 Land Act finally wiped out the
embryonic African kulak stratum which had began to emerge in the
‘White' rural areas after 1870.

Outside of the Cape, the exclusion of African middle strata no
matter how small was virtually complete. In Natal an additional
educational qualification meant that not more than 50 blacks
were ever registered as voters, whilst all persons other than
white males were totally excluded from the fanehise in the Free
state and Transvaal from the outset"

After 1910 the position of the approximately 12.000 African

voters in the Cape came under steady attack. Finally under the
Representation of Natives Act of 1936, African were removed from
the common voters role in the Cape. Instead Cape African males
were given the 'right' to elect 3 special (white) MPs, and a

purely advisory Natives Representative Council, consisting of
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NiienibersQappo j nted,; as well as elected members, from all provinces
was set up.

Institutions of South Africa's Racially Exclusive Borugeois
Democracy during the period of Segregation 1910-19”8.

South Africa's racially exclusive bourgeois democracy was based
on the British 'Westminster* system. This provided for a 'sep-
aration' and degree of autonomy for the legislative, executive

and judicial branches of government. South Africa was part of

the British Commonwealth - enjoying "Dominion” status as a "ful®
ly autonomouns and sovereign state" after the 1931 Statute of
Westminister. The British Monarch was the Head of State, repres
ented locally by a Governor-general appointed by the South African
government.

Broadly .speaking the legislative branch was dominant throughout
the period of Segregation, although there were some signs of a
parJjftial undermining towards the end of the 1930s. Itr major
institutions at the national level were a parliament consisting

of a House of Assembly, directly elected by the overwhelmingly
white electorate, and a Senate, elected on a provincial basis
by an electoral college consisting of the Members of the House
of Assembly and Members of the Provincial Council from each
province. Parliament was responsible for the passage of laws.
Through the party system it provided an appropriate forum for
the representation o-f diverse interests within the ruling class
and its allies, as well as for the resolution of contradictions.

At the provincial level, Provincial Councils directly elected by
the white electorate had responsibility for formulating ordin-
ances on white education, health, roads, and local government
affairs, whilst local authorities elected by white adult resid-
ents formulated local bye-laws and regulations.

The executive branch consisted, at the national level, of the
Cabinet appointed by the leader of the majority party in the
House of Assembly, who himself became Prime Minister., The
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Cabinet was responsibicfor the administration of State Depart-
ments and introduced new legislation. During the Segregation
period as distinct from that of Apartheid after 19”8, the Cab-
inet was generally subjected to a degree of real control and
scrutiny by parliament. At the provincial level, the Provincial
Administrator appointed by the central government, himself ap-
pointed an Executive Committee which reflected the balance ot
the parties in the Provincial Council.

The judicial branch consisting of judges and magistrates was ap-
pointed by the Governor General on advice from the legal profes-
sion and was Constitutionally ~ independent of the legislature.

Developments 1978-1976: 'r-trf.?! -r-awai earoluai.vi‘iyj-gTTgfrer
aA»4-sal.

The coming to power of the Nationalist Party regime in 1978 in
the wake of the crisis of Segregation and the subsequent trans-
ition from Segregation to Apartheid (see p 000-00) brought abaout
a number of changes in State forms,Apart from the establishment
of a Republic outside the British Commonwealth in 1961 - which
brought about few substantive changes in the state f ora

from substituting a figurehead President for the Governor General
there were two major developments.

Firstly all categories of blacks were removed from access to the
representative institutions of the central State. Persons of
Asian origin had been removed from the common voters roll in
Natal by the previous United Party Government in 19”°5* which
provided instead for separate representation by four (white)
Senators. Asians lost, this'right' as well in 198. A along
complex constitutional struggle from 1951 to 1956 removed so-cal-
led Coloureds in the Cape from the common voters roll. Initially
they were $given the right to elect four (white) representatives
to parliament and two to the Cape Provincial Council. However,
in 1968 the Separate Representation of Voters Amendment Act
removed this'right” as well. Finally under the 1959 Promotion

of Bantu Self Government Act, the three MPs elected by African
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male voters in the Cape since 1936 were abolished. By he
1970s all categories ol the black population were totally exclud-
ed from the representative institutions of the central State.
Africans were supposed to exercise their 'political rights1
through tribally orientated strutures based on the Bantustans
(see p 000-00). (The Natives Representative Council had been
abolished in 1951). Coloureds were supposed to be represented
by the Coloured Representative Council and Asians by the South
African Indian Council.

The other noteworthy trend in the period 1978-1976 was the grow,-
ing dominance of the executive over the legislative and judic-
ial branches of government, and a corresponding trend towards
greater authoritarianism. The offensive of the Nationalist

Party regime against the living standards and popular organis-
ations of the masses, together with the specific forms of state
intervention to promote the interests of the class forces org-
anised in the NP, are discussed, pp 000-00 above. Both neces-
sitated more authoritarian forms of government. The offensive
against the masses enquired a "strong State", not overly burd-
ened with legalistic 1 safeguardsl1 on human rights. The prom-
otion of specific interests likewise required a certain reduction
in legislative scrutiny and greater discretionary powers for the
executive.

The result was a major shift in power towards the executive and
/<r\ the rise/'importance of the repressive apparatuses of the State

- at this stage particuiarly the police and security services
such as BOSS. During the 1940s and 1950s the courts had been
used to some extent by the liberation movement and other pro-

By the early 1960s the judicracy was systematically subordinated
through a combination of political appointments to the bench $
and legislation reducing the discretionary powers of judges.
Similarly the legislature was reduced in importance through the
granting of more and more discretionary powers to Ministers and
such manoevres as the blatent "packing of the Senate” in 1956
in order to ensure the passage of the Acts removing coloureds
fr;m the common voters roll* As a consequence the executive



branch and more particularly the Cabinet became the dominant

apparatuses ol government whilst, from the early 1960s security
services and the police received Evermore discretionary powers.
The pre 1976 Apartheid State can thus be described essentially

and authoritarian police state.

/
Developments after 1976: The rise of the military

As indicated pp 000-00, the late 1970s and the 1980s have bein
a period of acute crisis for the apartheid system and its state
form. In response to to growing mass challenge a new alliance
of monopoly capital and the military has now become the domin-
ant force in the ruling class and the statec Important changes

in state political structures have resulted - most importantly,

the growing militarisation of the state0

The pursuit of the "Total Strategy" following the election of

P.W. Botha as Prime Minister in September 1978 (see p 000-00)
has propelled the military into a significant role within the
executive branch, formulating not just military policy in the
narrow sense but the overall strategy of the State. The specific
mechanism of this growing military influence within the executive
has been the State Security Council (SSC). Originally set up

in 1972 as an advisory body, under Botha's premiership the SSC
has become the major decision making body in the State with a
network of links embracing all government departments (see entry
on the Military p 000-00).

However, the perceived need for the ruling class to seek "black
middle class" allies, together with its evident failure to win
widespread support for the Total Strategy among the NP's trad-
itional white petty bourgeois and wage earning mass base

(see pp 000-00), has prompted the regime to seek more far
reaching institutional changes.

In 1980 the Senate was abolished and replaced by a State Pres-
\

ident's Council, consisting of white, so-called coloured and
Asian appointees, on &— Jo.nuaj-y-la— 3*-;-. Its brief was to form-*



ii.le.te proposals for a "new constitutional dispensation”. In accordance vii

the basic premises of the Total Strategy this would give the ax-oearanc *
of

inaugurating a system of "power sharing” with certain categories of the
oppreA£

sec population, whilst in reality ensuring that real power remained firmly i
n

the hands of the present ruling alliance. This new dispensation was also
required to free the ruling alliance from pressures Som disgruntled white
labour

and petty "bourgeois which impeded the introduction of socic-economic
changes

essential to the "Tctal Strategy".

The President's Council proposals were presented in Hay 1982 and appr
oved in

a somewhat amended f*wfoxm by the Cabinet and Nationalist Party cauc
us (purged

of its far right by the engineered split leading to the formation of the Cons

ervative Party - see pp 600). Through slillful manoevring the Botha factio

n

ensured their endorsement first by a federal congress of the Nationalist P
arty

(the first in over 40 years) and then by each of the four provincial congre

sses.

ulilfe<-prsse”Hcl

T.i4s -it 'ifr-w scyi".i r~ n-a ry;**1*4cA»arit legislation/to parlia-
ment in 1983 and, according to the envisaged timetable, the new

will bei"*pte~e”k.cJt
"dispensation"/in 1984*

Under the new system certain changes vail be made in the legislature so
ﬁ:gt)?porate "representatives” of the Coloured and stasian population grou
\?V?]g][ the official ideology describes as "consociational democratic struture
SKdre specifically, there are to be three separate legislative chambers - on
\(/ev;lci)tres, one for Coloureds and one for Asians - which would relate to one
tﬁpgjgﬁrseries of joint committees. Africans will not be included.. They ar
teo exercise their "political rightr" in the Bantustans whilst municipal struc-

| tures”slightly increasd” "powers" will be set up in large "black” urban ar
eas,

such as Soweto.
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At the same time, however, the executive will be given even greater pow
Z{Spﬁgggnt and be freed from virtually any obligation or accountability to t
'r‘]reepresentative" institutions of the "consociational demoncracy”. Under th
ﬁew system South Africa will have an executive president elected indirect
gnbglectoral college consisting of 50 members chosen by the largest party
tlr?e""white" legislative chamber, and 25 and 13 respectively by the "colou
;en% "Asian" chambers.
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The president will appoint a cabinet ccnsistinc of members of the three
chambers

and will also fertCnave the power to decide which matters to be discusse
d by the

legislature are mptters of exclusive concern tc one chamber, and which a
re of

"common concern”. In matters of "common concern” a system of joint co
mmittees

of the three chambers will be set up to "try tc achieve consensus" and ta
ke

"the major debate out of the debating chamber". In cases where the three

chambers disagree, the final decision will be taken by the President's Cou
ncil.

This will consist of 6C members; 25 personally appointed by the president
arid

20 by the white legislature, 10 by the coloured and 5 by the Asian chamb
ers.

The dictatorial powers to be assigned to the executive president are inte
nded

to ensure firstly that the legislative chambers for coloureds and Asians do
not

/, AEt>* pvorvo-hort

become effective vehicles”/of popular demands jor the thwarting of "exec
utive"

measures; and secondly, that the various petty bourgeois class forces stil
I

represented in the nationalist Party (or in other parties in the white legis-

\ccn

lats*#e) m 'fit not use their parliamentary position tc block the "reforms"
envisaged under the "Total Strategy”. As a final reserve the executive pre
si-

dent will have the power to dissolve the legislature.

These proposals clearly imply a change in the role of political parties in
state structures, but not the end of the party system as a means of organi
sat-

ion of the ruling class and its allies. The executive president and candida
tes

for the presidency mil siill need some form of political organisation behind

them, and the legislatures will still be organized on party lines. However,
the implementation of the "consociational democracy" will clearly limit the

effectiveness of parties in the minority legislative chambers for the Colou
red
and Asian populations. It probably also implies a more authoritarian V&v*



fijom of organization of the largest party "in the white chamber, which
would in effect be a tool of the presidency.



The Nationalist Party (2)

The governing party in South Africa since Hay 1948, currently led by Pri:.
e Min-
ister P.W.Botha. Historically the Nationalist Party (NP) organised an allian

ce of various class forces under the banner of Afrikaner nationalism. ltere
N

gards itself as the political representative of the "Afrikaner volk". Its
programme is Apartheid - or, as its current euphemism has it, "white self-
det-

ermination” based on "healthy powersharing".

Since the mid-1970s, the NP has been deeply divided between so-called "
ref-

ormists” and "conservatives". The former favour minor modifications to
Apartheid in the hope of winning black support for "capitalism". The latter

also claim to recognize the need for "refroms" but reject anything which, i
tnh_eir view, weakens white domination. The reformists emerged as the do
g;lc?_t?gtunder P.V.'.Botha after 1978. Uncxr their "Texts.--Stva,obe,y>! a I
g}gf'f%or(-je>TJiic. gf iire.Lcrg:-u',".i;ei,&1-'--ougloa &— &— a.-i-4orA»aAifiod p
opge'frg™eft*-5tr, fever- the

vA.-2.r. thffT. &— tars- Transvoai.. Nr-j Irr~.~-j.y.i*1 ies

SA«aiEEiic3iA+,--geugkt'-egi"e'ffcctivel iac-c'i'.iri Ir.-4ho NP a— fee ly-Ltr
&lr-said

iHinp-n" na Arwjffoinwisa, Ehir rjgy.lt wao -a- Ici.g L'r."*se. Va3 Jr. early 1
982,
the conservatives were outmanouevered and forced out of the NPy.

aee v

L, *A£ foimer Nationalist Party, MPs formed the Conservative Party
to oppose Botha's so-called "reformist” policies.

For much of its history the NP was, and remains today, an organisation o
per-

ating simultaneoulsy at a number of distinct levels of politics. Thus, on
the one hand it is a mass, white, racist political party which organises and

moTxLises outside of the state apparatus, an alliance of class froces und
g;m]%r of Afrikaner nationalism. As .such, it depicts itself as the polit-

ical representative af all classes of white Afrikaans-speakers in South Afr
I(():ﬁ'the other hand, however, the NP is also the ruling party in the capitalis
Fstate. Its function at this level is both to represent within the state appa-



ratus the interests of its class base, and to secure the favourable conditi
ons
for accumulation by all sections of the capitalist class.

At each of these distic™nt levels of politics, the NP funcions differently an
d

is subject to a different, yet intersecting ainay of presures ana class con-
flicts. However, since 1948 its role as the ruling party in the capitalist
state has largely shaped the way in which it has represented th.e interest
s of
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the different class forces organised by the party outside of the state appar
atus. To some extent, the intense conflict within the Nationalist Party and

government 197t-1982j grew out of conflict between these two levels of th
e
party's operation. In other words, various of the policies of the UP govern

ment aimed at securing favourable conditions of accumulation for the capi
tal-

ist class as a whole, came into conflict with certain interests of sections

of the Afrikaner petty bourgeoisie and white wage earners "traditionally”
organised ir. the UP since 1948. Furthermore, the transformation of the H
P's

class base after 1948 induced strenuous conflict between the constituent

forceE of the Afrikaner nationalist class alliance.
Organisational Structure

The 1IP is not a single "unitary" party, but rather a loose federat-on of fou
r

autonomous provincial Nationalist Parties. Each of these four parties has
a

distinct social base, party organisation, membership, constitution, press
and

political and ideological style. Each is a site of differing struggles and
represents, widely varying interests. The structure of the UP is vital tc an
understanding of its operation, as the real locus of power within the party

itself lies in the provincial party organisations rather than the national
institutions of the party. Within the Provincial UPs the Provincial leaders
often have greater influence than the National leader of the Party. Within
the party itself (as distinct from the Cabinet) the Provincial leaders wield
as much influence as the National leader himself. These provincial partie
s

have always jealously guarded their particular interests, prerogatives and

identities from each other and the "national” institutions of the Party.

The "regionalist" or "provincialist” conflicts which have always characteri
sed

Afrikaner nationalist politics thus rest on four separate party structures.
However, the regionalism is more fundamentally explained by the fact tha
t these

parties each have a distinct class basis. As separately-organised, separa

tely-led anijji. separately-financed political institutions with different class
bases, each provincial Nationalist Party is the institutionalisation of a
distinct form of class alliance, differing in important respects from those
of its federal partners. Moreover, in the period of Nationalist party rule
from 1948 to the present, the class forces organised in the Afrikaner nati



on-
alist alliance in each province ftfeve been affected in different ways by th
e

policies and strategies of the UP-ruled state to secure overall capitalist



prosperity. Tlius the conflicts between the cl&sr. forces organised i:.. -fcu-
Kationalist Party have often taken the form of regionalist confrontation.

The recent struggle between the so-called reformers and conservatives
was

often depicted as & struggle for dominance by the Transvaal I7P (then le
dv

Andries Treurnicht) over the Cape IIP (led by Prime Minister Botha).

Early Glass Basis in each Province

When the IIP came into office in 194-Sj the composition of the Afrikaner n
ation-

alist class alliance differed in the various provinces. In the Transvaal

the HP organised for the first time an alliance of capitalist farmers (who
were losing labour to industry); specific strata of white labour; the large
Afrikaans-speaking petty bourgeoisie which, like white wage earners, we
re

threatened with displacement by Africans "from below"; and, emerging ou
t of

this petty bourgeoisie, a small group of aspirant commercial and financial
cap-

italists organised in the "Afrikaner economic movement". This latter group

was heavily dependent on the reinvested surpluses of agriculture and the
savings of Afrikaans-speakers of all classes.
Moreover, alongside the HP, Transvaal Afrikaner nationalist politics were

dominated by the secret Afrikaner Broederbond (Afrikaner Brotherhood).
This

was effectively the institution through itfhich the specific interests of the
Afrikaner petty bourgeoisie came to be independently organised anA artic
ulated.

The Broederbond assumed a self-conscious role as the vanguard of Afri
kaner

nationalism. Through it the Afrikaner petty bourgeoisie exercised ideolo-
gical dominance over all class forces organised in the Transvaal HF and
other

organs of Afrikaner nationalism in the province. Thus within the Transvaal

HP an Afrikaner nationalist ideology was developed which stressed a part
icular
form of anti-British sentiment and emphasised the interests of the (white)

"small man" against the large, and predominantly English-speaking mono
polies
which dominated the economy.

Tne situation in the Cape differed markedly, Here the HP had long rested
on
an economic- and political alliance between the wealthier capitalist fanne



rs
on the one hand, and a small groups of financial capitalists in the SAH1A
M1

and later Rembrandt companies on the other (see entries pp 00C-00).



The moving spirits of SANIAII had in fact dominated the Cape HP since t
Er?’i fonned it in 1915* Tnus the Cape 1JP was always far more openly ca
gigt in orientation and sympathies than the other provincial NPs (particula
m{e Transvaal) . Its interpretation of what consi/ttuted the Afrikaner "volk"
and "its" interests, likewise varied considerably fg/rrri the petty bourgeois

J

"anti-capitalism" which dominated” the Transvaal HP. Significantly, the
Broederbond 6-id not develop into a strong force in Cape Afrikaner nation
alist

politics. Indeed the Broederbond was often characterised in the Transvaa
| as

the major oppositional force to "Cape Finance Power".

In the Orange Free State, a province of little industry, dominated by agri-
culture, and later gold mining, the petty bourgeoisie and rural capitalists
we re the real base of the IIP. This gave it a more rural orientation than
both the Cape and Transvaal parties. Here too, the Broederbond was a si
gnif-

icant froce amongst the petty bourgeoisie of the province. However, com
pared

with the Cape and Transvaal, the Free State is a small province and its p
arty

was eclipsed by the NPs of the two major provinces. Similarly in Natal, th
e

Afrikaans-speaking population was relatively small, and the Natal NP did
not

develop into a significant force.

The 1IP in Power - Policies and Internal Conflicts
The acute political crisis which brought the NP into power under Dr. D.F.

Maian in 1948, was discussed pp 000-00t The Nationalist Party mobilised
Rf?ikaryer nationalist class alliance organised around a programmme of "A
gapr'r[gglrgmme pledged to a restructuring of the conditions of capital accum
;It}on in such a way as to defend and advance the material interests of Af
gggir'gglrist farmers, wage earners, petty bourgeoisie and small and aspiran
E:apitalists on the basis of intemsified represseion and exploitation of
African workers.

Three broad phases of NP rule can be identified, i.e. 1948-1960; 1960-19
73,

1973 - present. Each of these is marked both by distinct policy directions,



and internal conflicts between the class forces within the NP.
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i) 1948-196C
The Apartheid policies of the nationalist Party after 1948 created the con

itions for rapid capital accumulation by all capitalists and improved livin &—

capital accumulation was further fostered by policies which encouraged t
he

and interpenetration of capitals. The rule of the self-pro-

claimed "anti-monopolist” and "anti-capitalist* UP, saw both the rapid dev

elopment of monopoly capitalist relations of production and an extremely
high
rate of capitalist growth.

However, apart from these generalised policies to Eecure rapid accumula
tion
for all capitalists, the UP government also directly fostered the interest*of

the class forces it represented. A policy of strict "influx control" through
rigid pass lews together with a system of labour bureaux, removed the la
rge

reserve army of unemployed African workers from the cities and dumped
them in

r

the rokl reserves. This enabled the state to control and channel the flow o
f
N

labour to all sectors of capitalist production, and in particular solved the
acute labour crisis which confronted capitalist farmers. The system of job

reservation and destruction of African working class organisations protec
ted

the niche of privilege of white labour. Various segregationist measures
enchanced the position of the Afrikaner petty bourgeoisie and removed th
e threat

of displacement by a black petty bourgeoisie. The Group Areas Act*drove
small

Indian traders out of the cities enabling Afrikaner commerce to take their
piece. Governement and local authority accounts were switched to Afrika
ner

r.x &€¢ 4€¢ a€¢ |II>

finance companies, which facilitated their extraordinary rapid growth. Go
vern-

ment contract*were awarded to Afrikaner firms. Afrikaner businessmen w



ere ap-"

pointed to vital positions on numerous state economic boards and to seni
or

management positions in State industries. In short, various forms of state

support to Afrikaner capitals ensured their integration on favourable term
iSnto the emerging relations of monopoly capitalism. In many ways, this cl
fé)srie was the major beneficiary of UP rule. In 1948 there existed hardly

2?%/kaner business undertakings worth talking about. Today, SANLAM is
tsr:eecond biggest conglomerate in the countiy, and two other Afrikaner mon
icc)a%?lillolkskas .and Rembrandt are amongst the eight non-state conglome
\(r/)?gl(i(:():sh dominate the South African economy (see entries pp 000-000 and

\

Thus while all sections of the original UP class base benefitted directly
from HP rule, they did so unevenly. Prom the early 1950s, conflicts bega
n

to develop within the nationalist Party between the various class forces fr
om.

standards for all white
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which it drew support. These conflicts centered on the question of which
class force was the "real” representative of the Afrikaner "volk". Increasin
?Aé_y_developed into a struggle "between on the one hand the petty "bourg
g? ![?IIS Transvaal and Orange Free State, also organised into the Iroederb
eelﬂg’on the other the financial capitalists in SIHLAT. arid Rembrandt in th
'?'P%i%eéonflicts also arose out of the changing character of the Nationalist

class alliance. By i960, so successful was the HP government's promotio
n of

Afrikaner financial institutions that they had ceased to depend on the surp
lus

profits of Afrikaner capitalist fanners as their major source of finance.

Tnus particularly in and through the Cape HP, Afrikaner capital began to
adv-

ocate independent policies. By 1960, the Cape HP was seen as "the offici
al

opposition" within the nationalist Party. The class-based conflicts in the
HP thus appeared as "regionalist” straggles between the Cape and Tran
svaal HPs.

if) 1960-1973

i960, the year of the Sharpevilie massacre marked a new phase of HP ral
e.

Paced with mounting mass resitance to Apartheid, the regime enow led b
y Dr. E.F

Verwoerd, launched a two-pronged strategy. Firstly, under the supervisio
n of

Justice Minister John Vorster it greatly intensified repression. In

April 1960 the African Hational Congress and Pan Africanist Congress we
re

proscribed. Detention without trial was introduced, torture of prisoners
became standard practice and heavy prision sentences, and a number of

d&ath sentenees were handed out to organisers of political opposition to
the
regime.

At the same time, the "political solution" of the Bantustan programme was

introduced. This took national oppression and dispossession to the logica
I

conclusion by decreeing that the African majority of South Africa's popula
tion



were not Sputh Africans, but rather citizens of one of ten "ethnic homelan
dSll

(see entry p 000).

By 1964, the mass political struggles of the 1950s and early 1960s had ef
Iﬁ/((:ly been defeated. Various rural revolts had been brutally suppressed,
}Rgependent unions organised in the South African Congress of Trade U
'r‘]klj?:cfwhite" through repression,, end the undergrc nd network of the liber
ﬁg)vnement effectively destroyed. Through its repressive measures, the r
ﬁeglzjmn‘ianaged to "stabilise” the political situation and attract back even m
ore
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massive inflows of foreign capital than had fled the country during the
Sharpeville crisis. This repression was decisive in holding African wages
down to minimal levels and created the conditions for the Apartheid econ
omic

"boom" which lasted from the early 1960s to early 1970s (see pp 000-00)

During these years, the conflicts within Afrikaner nationalism burst violent
ly

into the open in bitter and public struggles between so-called verligte
(enlightened) and vsrkramctefreactionary) nationalists. Host significant inf

these straggles was the emerging open cooperation between SANLAM
and Rembrandt
on one hand, with the non-Afrikaner financial, mining and industrial mono

olies on the other.
In 1963, a SAtTLM'i subsidiary was virtually given control of/major mining

house, General Mining, by Anglo American. This move provoked deep divi
sion fevi

within the Nationalist Party, leading one nationalist newspaper to argue t
hat

"it would be tragic to the future existence of Afrikanerdom, and eventually
the

whole white civilisation, if the (Afrikaner) capitalistic and political powers
should split". To still these criticisms, the SAHLAK subsidiary donated

R 10.000 to the NP.

In the early 1960s, within the Iff* itself the forces of petty bourgeois Afrik
ﬁggcr)nalism coalesced around the Prime Minister and Transvaal leader Dr
ng\lxjvberd. Tne Cape HP was tireated within the NP as an opposition forc
s/.erwoerd. was able to mobilise against Cape Afrikaner finance all the oth
glrass forces in the nationalist alliance. This was acheived largely through

t/ihe Afrikaner BroEierbond &€¢ and by centralising power in both party a
n

into Verwoerd's two functions as Hational Leader of the NP and Prime Min
Iri:tse[gectively. This was unprecedented in the history of the HP - which wa
;ow transformed into a simple vehicle of support for the government. Dur
lﬂg years 1960-66, the intense conflicts within the nationalist class allian
\(/:veere displaced from the party itself, to all other organs of Afrikaner nation
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alism, which V/s*6 a fierce struggle for dominance between verligtes and
verkramptes.

Hie assasination of Verwoerd in September 1966 brought these conflicts
into
the open and back into the HP itself. The new leader, John Vorster, tried

V

to play a Bonapatrtist role within the party hy standing above the squabbli
ng
factions and relying for his major personal basis of support on the securit

y
apparatus generally, and in particular, the notorious Bureau of State Secur

ity -



&

(BOSS - see entry p 000). Yet Vorster could not remain neutral/the 1IP u
nderwent

its most serious splits since the 1940s. He and other leading “centrists"
evtA£?

tually allied themselves with the verlifrtcs in the struggle against verlira™
~a4 ~.

By 1969 the conflict led to a formal split. Four verkramxte I.IPs led by forn
.r

Cabinet Kinister and senior Broederbonder, Dr. Albert Hertzog, were e”rp
elled

from the IP. 'They formed an ultra-right wing Eerstirte (reconstituted) HP
based

on "the true Afrikaner nationalism of Strijdom and Verwoerd" (see entry p
000).

A. A»r

The immediate issue provoking the split was™ modification te sports policy
tc

allow visiting international teams to include black players. However, the
verlirteTverkranrote conflict was essentially a class-based struggle betw
een

those who wished to preserve the nationalist alliance of 1948 as a class a
llian-

ce dominated by the interests of small farmers and the petty bourgeoisie
(verkramptes) against those who realised that in 20 years in power, the s
ocial

basis of Afrikaner nationalism had shifted profoundly, and who sought to
trans-

form its ideology and politics to suit the changing class composition of the

volk. . The verligte phenomenon was a response to the emergence particu
larly in

the 1960s of -a class of aggressive, self confident Afrikaner capitalists,
whose

interests now went beyong those of the narrow class alliance out of which
they

had emerged. Significantly, these struggles no longer primarily took the f
orm

of regionalist conflicts. By the late 1960s, the verligte influence was no lo
n_

ger confined to the Cape, but was emerging as a strong element in the T
ransvaal

as well. Just as had occurred in the Cape a decade earlier, Transvaal bu
sines-

smen were no longer totally economically dependent on an alliance of all
classes

of Afrikaans-speakers, and were beginning to push, even within the Broe
derbond,

for new economic and political policies.

iii) 1973-rresent



The third phase of HP rule, from 1973 onwards, can be characterised as
gfpriesrilr?gd mass, and particularly working class struggles in the context? of
conomic crisis. The interaction between the two gave rise to the removal
Slforster" as Prime Minister in September 1978, the adoption of the "Total S
gsaetg%yOOO), and the reopening of severe conflicts within the party, which
rgﬁgained largely dormant 1969-74a€¢



The gathering political and economic crisis of the mid 1970s is discussed
p 000-00. By late 1976, in the Uil:e of the Soweto uprising it had bee one
abundantly clear that capitalist "stability" could not be re-established sol-I

y

on the basis of repression and bantustan policies. Various powerful forces
,in

particular monopoly capital arid senior military officers, began to push for

modifications to Apartheid, both to defuse black support for the liberation
struggle and to facilitate the reorganisation of industrial production.

The latter period of Vorster*s government [1976-6) saw the beginnings of
attempts
to restructure aspects of political and social relations, However, given the

balance of fijoces within the Party, the Vorster government was increasin
gly

paralysed on crucial policy issues. This culminated in the "Kuldergate cris
ISII’ R

which in effect condensed three distinct political crisA£s: a) a crisis for

individual capitals and the capitalist class as a whole in the economic and

political conditions of accumulation in South Africa; b) a crisis for the
Nationalist Party as the ruling party in the capitalist state; c) a crisis for
the Nationalist Party and the alliance of class forces outside of the state
apparatus, on which it had been built since 1948.

Vorster resigned in September 1978. The Cape NP leader and Defence Mi
rFll.sl—t:.eEr‘;otha, defeated Transvaal NP Leader Connie Mulder in the election

llc\c!);tli\!)?]al Leader and Prime Minister, Botha's victory was the result of an a
Itl)lgtr\;\(/::en all elements of monopoly capital - both inside and outside the NP

together with senior military officers, against the petty bourgeois right
grouped around Mulder. It also marked a shift in the balance of class for
ces

within the LIP, with Afrikaner capital establishing itself as the dominant fo
rce

within the Afrikaner nationalist class alliance.

On his accession to the Prime Ministership, Botha declared that the stat
e was

confronted by a "Total Onslaught",by the 'a€¢Marxist threat". It would ado
pt the

"Total Strategy" (previously worked out in Botha's Defence Ministry) in r
esponse.

Based on an organised political alliance between the military, all sections
of

monopoly capital, and Botha's faction of the NP, the "Total Strategy" rep



resents
an attempt to defuse mass opposition and the national liberation struggle

through

a programme seeking to break up the alliance of class forces on which th
is

struggle rests (see pp 000-00).



The achievement of dominance within the IIP by Afrikaner monopoly capit
?r:énMuldergate crisis, and the consequent implementation of the pro-mon
'?'g?g Strategy, sharply antagonised forces amongst the Afrikaner petty b
ggirs%;a, small farmers and s-uktA®. of wage earners. The result was a sha
(repscalation of class-based idaconflict within the 11P. The far-right petty bou
rego_is opposition crystallised around the postl978 Leader of the Transvaal
I\%ﬁi?‘[g? of State Administration and Statistics, Dr. Andries Treumicht. At
tsgi‘ne time, this situation provoked the growth of a far-right opposition to
EI_b(f:tal Strategy organised outside the UP, largely by defectors from the Na
gtljisnt_s. Thus, in the 1981 elections, the far-right parties increased their
share of the vote five and half fold. Throughout 1981, these groups, and p
ﬁ:rttj_larly the largest of them, the Hersti.crte Nasionale Party (see entry p 0
2821,ti .rued to win increased support. Significantly, the Afrikaner Broeder
P:\?edrsed its longstanding policy of exclusive support for the NP, and app
?oa[:)eedunder control of a majority faction opposed tc the Total Strategy.

Finally in early 1982 the far-right within the UP were provoked to vote aga
inst

P.N.Botha in a motioncf confidence over his "healthy power-sharing”.polic
ies.

Sixteen I-IPs led by Transvaal leader Andries Treumicht were expelled fr
om the

UP and established the Conservative Party (see entry f) 000) . In order to
win

support for new "reformK proposals based on an executive presidency, a
ppointed

cabinet and separate Parliament for white, coloureds and Indians, Botha
convened

the first meeting of the IIP Federal Congress for 40 years.

Important NP leaders;

Cape NP

P.W. Botha - Cape Leader, National Leader and Prime Minister;
C. Heunis - Minister of Constitutional PevelopBBnt and Planning.

Transvaal NP



F.W. de Klerk - Transvaal Leader, Minister of Internal Affairs.
E. Schoeman - Minister of Transport;

S.P. Botha - Minister of Manpower Utilisation;

R. Botha - Minister of Foreign Affairs;

M. I-lalan - Minister of Defence-

O.F.S.

P. du Plessis - OFS Leader, Minister of Agriculture.

Natal

O.P.F. Horwood - Natal Leader, Minister of Finance.



THE FROGHSSSIiyS-FSarJPwul- PARTY (PFP) (3)

Currently the major "opposition" party within South Africa s whites-only
parliament. The Progressive-Federal Party (PEP) represents liberal mon
opoly

capitalism. It advocates a "national convention" of all except "those group
S

advocating violence" to write a new constitution. Its programme calls for
universal adult franchise "in a systen 'bf "checks and balances" in which
a

minority of IAE**/could veto legislation. The PFF is led by Dr. Frederick
v/tn Zyl Slabbert.

The origins of the PIP go back to 1959 when 12 United Party MPs broke
away over

the UP's increasing abandonment of earlier commitments - in this case o
ver land

for Africans. Led by Dr. Jan Steytler they formed themselves into the Pro
gres-

sive Party ('Pro”s") on a "non-racial" programme which would enfranchis
e those

South Africans who possessed both property and a minimum of 10 years
schooling.

Tne party argued that the mass national liberation struggles led by the A
NC

could best be defused through state policy to encourage the development
ofa

black middle class icommitted to "free AE£.nterprise". It advocated respect f
ori

certain bourgeois democratic rights undermined by the Nationalist regime

In the period 1961-74A» the Progressive Party remained a small party dr
awing

support from a minority of liberal, wealthy whites. In three general electio
ns

it never won more than/of the votes cast. Throughout this period it had
only one KP - Helen Suzman, who represented the wealthiest constituenc
yin

the country. The party was kept going by large donations from Harry Op
penheimer,

Chairman of the Anglo American Corporation (see p 000), and was in fact
widely

seen as his personal political creation.

The intensification of mass struggles against the regime in the early 1970
s

finally shattered the confidence of non-Afrikaner monopoly capital in the
hitherto major parliamentary opposition, the United Party (UP)- see entry
p 000),

and was the key factor in the transformation of the Progressive Party into
a



viable parliamentary party.

In the 1974 General Elections the Progressive Party increased its parlia
mentary

A representation from 1 to 7 &€¢ *y”~rowing crisis provoked a split betwee
n the more

conservative and "reformist” wings of the United Party, and the ousting f
rom



the UP of the reformist "young Turks" led hy Harry Schwarts. They initiall
y

organised themselves into the "Reform Party" which then merged with the
"Progs"

to form the Progressive Reform Party (PRP) under the leadership of Colin
Eglin
in 1975.

The defeat of the South African army in Angola 1975-6, together with the
"Soweto"

uprisings and general strikes, led to great pressure from leading capitalist
S

on the United Partj* tc unify the parliamentary opposition to the Nationalis
tF’arty,_A committee under retired judge and former Broederbond member
i\/l};cr)glsef produced.a 14-point plan for unity between the United Party and
Ei(/oeglgeasr_w in 1977* This plan split the UP three ways. Its most right wing
MPs formed the South African Party (SAP - which has since joined the Nat
I|3c>)a[11ft‘y)s,twhiIe the majority merged with the miniscule Democratic Party

to form the New Republic Party (NRP see entry p 000). Six former

UP MPs joined the PRP which cjbiged its name yet again to the Progress
ive-Fed-

eral Party. In the 1977 General Elections the PEP now emerged as the m
ajor ~

parliamentary opposition party, winiing 16,6A8 of the jrvotes and 17 seats
(to 10

for the NRP; 3 for the SAP and 134 for the Nationalist Party). In the 1981

elections the PEP increased its share of the total vote to 18, /winning 26
parliamentary seats.

The growth of the party in the 1970s induced a number of political conflict
S

between the so-called "principled” liberal olcj/guard of the old Progressive
Party,

generally rallying around Helen Suzman, and the "pragmatic" new elemen
ts of

the 1970s. The issues revolved around the question of whether the PEP
should

maintain its role as strident liberal critic of the regime's policies to "retain
credibility amongs blacks" or should concentrate on expanding support
amongst

the white electorate, which involved a watering down of hallowed "progre
ssive

Party principles". Cutting across this issue, many elements in PEP, partic
ularly



those grouped around its Afrikaans journal, Deurbraak, began to attack th
e pol-
itical strategy and performance in parliament of party leader Colin Eglin. |

r1]979, Eglin was replaced by Frederick wan Zyl Slabbert as Party Leader,
issgr?%ef{}kaner, former professor of sociology, and one of the new Progre
Iisa{\r/t(; MPs of 1974* A strong proponent of the view that the PEP should
\?v?c?gr support amongst the white electorate, he has written that the PEP'
?mrggfttant role is to persuade "both black and white that negotiation was p
reer].;ble to confrontation and that an acceptable constitutional solution coult
Eé;gtiated at a*national convention". According to the Johannesburg Fina
rl%(;ifil as leader of the parliamentary opposition Slabbert "has had conside
irrit;))lgct ... his performance in parliament its outstanding".
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In the process of these changes and conflicts within the PIP, its policy of

a qualified franchise has been replaced by a call for a "national Conventi

on"

to write a new Constitution for South Africa. This is accompanied by PFP
'Proposals " for such a convention which would turn South Africa into a fe
der-

ation of "self-governing states", based on I. federal parliament elected th

rough

'"“universal adult franchise", but in which "consensus vrould be necessary
for

I new laws as a minority of 10-I15"could veto legislation". . Trie economic
pro-

gramme of the PIP calls for heavy state spending on education and social
ser-

vices in order to protect the basic "free enterprise economy".

[fcwe

/ The differences between/PIP and the ruling Nationalist Party are essenti
ally

strategic - that is now best to secure and maintain the political conditions
for .capitalist stability and prosperity. Since 1959> the "Prog" view has b
een

that this will best be secured through winning the support- of a large blac
k

middle class, committed to capitalism as a "strong bulwark against revolut
ion".

Its 12 point "alternative” to Botha's 12 point Total Strategy, emphasises
negotiation and "planning together with members of other population grou
ps, not

for them".

Unlike the UP, whose recent "Total Strategy" is now based on a similar st
rat-
egic conception, the PIP recognised the need to coopt fully the black pett

y

bourgeoisie into anf alliance with the ruling blass, through much greater
concessions than the HP will consider. This is clearly seen in what PIP |
eader

Slabbert considers to be the four crucial differenees between his party an
d the

HP: i) whites alone should not decide on the Constitution, there should ra
ther

be "joint decision making" through "negotiation and compromise"; ii) The
government should not enforce "racial or ethnic group membership", the
PPP

stands for "natural pluralism based on voluntary association”; iii) unlike th
e



HP which denies that blacks are South African citizens, the PPP "accepte

d the
African as a fellow citizen with iirhom a consitutional solution had to be f

ound";
iv) the PIP "questioned whether it was necessary to use means such as d

etention
without trial and bannings to maintain law and order. Extraordinary securi

ty
measures could not be ruled out, particularly in times of change, but laws
could however not be dev”oid of justice".

These differences were borne out in the reaction of the PIP to the new Con
st it-

N!
utional Proposals of the Presidents Council in May 1982 (see p 000-00).

fc.



While welcoming the inclusion of coloured/and Asians in political instituti
?hnesbPP rejected the undemocratic "concept of an Executive President"
g?tgcked the exclusion of Africansfrom the institutional arrangements rec
g’nrghded by the Council. In reply, PPP leader %Slabbert held a series of pu
_rbr:ge'ting with the Chief Minister of the ICwazulu Bantustan Gatsha Buthelez
:/’\(Ihri.ch they recommended the findings of the so-called Buthelezi Commis
fé?/ﬂ]g Sa basis for progress towards "peaceful change” (see p 000) .

In short, while the 1IP is committed to maintain the rule of capital and racia
Iprivileges for all whites through ever increasing repression and the balk-
anisation of South Africa, the PPP stands in the tradition of monopoly capi
}?Europe of controlling mass struggles through incorporation. This is clea
irn its "social democratic” (sic) economic programme which has been desc
ggergconciling "the two poles of capitalism and socialism".

However, this liberal and "reformist” rhetoric should not conceal the fact t
hat
the PPP favour” the retention of all the essential structures and institutio

ns
*

of capitalist exploitation in South Africa. It remains totally opposed to one

f>eA«V>v,

one vote, and supports the Botha regime's aggression against neighbour
ing

states. Its fS&'&ia™e spokesman, Harry Schwarz., in fact advocates even
more

drastic action against "states harbouring terrorists". Shoe the fonnation of

the Progressive Party in 1959A» it has been a party of monopoly capital.
Despite

its recent acquisition of some support amongst the white urban petty bour
eoisie, the party remains essentially a representative of monopoly interes
ts.

Its programme represents in effect, the maximum demands of monopoly ca
pital in

South Africa: and the furthest monopoly capital is prepared to go in conc
eding



the demands of the masses.

Its lijks with the most powerful monopoly in South Africa, the Anglo Amer
ica®

Corporation, are particularly close. Former Anglo Chairman, Harry Oppe
nheimer

remains the most importa”n source of financial support for the PPP. His
ex-son in law and chairman of numerous Anglo subsidiaries Gordon Wad
dell, was

a "Prog" MP (whose campaign was managed by Tony Bloom, the Managin
g Director of

South Africa's second largest food conglomerate, Premier Milling). Anoth
er key

Anglo Director, Dr. Zac de Beer was one of the original 12 Progressive
MPs

in 1959, and was re-elected aS a Pro”MP in 1977 (but has recently r'siS
gned to

concentrate on business). However, both Waddell and de Beer remain in
crucial

positions on the PPP Federal Executive. Other PPP MPs (e.g. Alex Borra
ine)



p on
are former Anglo managers, and many of the leaders of its youth wing en
dupon

the Anglo American payroll.

Although the PPP is a party of monopoly capital, it stands almost no cha
819 gchieving office. Since 1948A» the HP government has effectively sec
_lé(gerf’i‘(jtir:i%ns for monopoly profits. It has done so on the basis of a mass wh
gﬁass alliance which the PPP could never organise. In other words, in the
oefxtﬁz white petty bourgeoisie [particularly Afrikaners) and white wage ea
mgrlg’PP is too much the tool of monopoly interests ever to be able to ~de
\allerl?gss electoral base for itself. As a party of monopoly capital, its role is
E?o];i%ht for the maximum demands of this class force, and so to actas a s

I

source of pressure on the regime.. This was very well expressed in 1981
by the

major PPP patron, Harry Oppenheimer:

"Since we're not going to get the nationalists out of power so quickly -
much as I'd like to, and see the Progressive-Federal Party come in - one
has got to find a means of doing social justice in a way that the reason-r
able people (sic) in the nationalist Party might go for".

Important leaders: Leader: Frederick t(fen Zyl Slabbert;

Federal executive chairman: Gordon Waddell;

national Chairman:
national Vice-Chairman: Ray Swatrt;

Spokesperson on Justice; Helen Suzman.
CkcMY'tv\UW\ of (jcoworviiC
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THE COIISEE7ATI VI P1.RTY OP SOUTH AFRICA - Konsegktiewe Party
(YR~

k
A far-right wing parliamentary opposition party formed out of a split in the

ruling Rationalist Party in March 1982. Led by former Transvaal leader of
the

IIP, Dr. Andries Treumicht, the KP opposed HP plans for "healthy power
sharing"

contained in the Report of the Presidents' Council (see p 000). It has com

;nitted itself to the UP consitituinal proposals of 1977j arguing that the Bo
'tghpa:/ernment has departed from these and is slowly introducing “integration
Sghth Africa. At the end of 1982 the KP had 18 MPs, making it the third |
I%rgrﬁ;nentary party. It appears to have substantial support in the rural co
Hﬁgncies of the Transvaal, and amongst the Afrikaner petty bourgeoisie. |
th?sdbrought under its wing the various far-right movements which profiler
ate

suttetdei

after 1970} but has so-far not/cooperation/with the 3ven more rigr
NA

wing Herstigte Uasionale Party

/

/

Althourgh the E? was formed in 1982, its-genesis goes back to the mid-1
960s, and

the emergence of the so-called verligte/verkrampte Isplit xn the Nationalis
t Party
r\h

(HP). This split essentially pitted the newly emerging Afrikaner monopoly
capitalists and their ideologues against the more reactionary class forces
of

the petty bourgeoisie, white labour and small farmers (see UP entry p 000
-00).

Eventually in 1969, the four leading verkramptes were expelled from the
uUP



and formed the HIP. The present leader of the KP, Dr. Andries Treumich
t was
at that time the main publicist of the verkramptes, in his capacity as editor

of the Pretoria daily, Die Hoofstad. He was a leading member of the
verkrampte inner ci:

~cle,

together with the later leaders of the 'HUP. When the

latter were expelled from the UP, and formed the HIP, Dr. Treumicht was
:‘gct elected to the HUP executive at its founding congress. However, in
\?vmc?r\l/(\a/vas to produce lasting bitterness with the HUP leaders, he argued
tﬁgigﬁ]aﬂon of a new party and insisted that he would continue to fight f
or

flirri-r'a—fiv'i~-~rr----".a- - x,- -rs -fy®

verkrampte principles within the UP. He was soon thereafter elected to P
arliament
and gradually promoted. By 1978 he was a junior minister.

The formation of the HUP in 1969 did not remove the basic cause of the
verkrampte

Iverligte split in the HP - i.e. the changing class basis of the HP and the
now

conflicting interests of its variou® component class forces. However, after

~ 1969A» under the leadership of John Vorster, a centristgroup allied with
the
verligtes established firm control ever the party and was able to eliminate

overt struggles for power between the verkrampte and verligte faction?. T
his
tenuous -unity began to shatter in the gathering political crisis of the mid



191 Os. (see pp 000-00) . All elements of monopoly capital, including tho
se

Afrikaner elements hitherto politically organised in the NP, intensified thei
r

agitation for rapid "reforms'l to save capitalism and re-establish stable
capitalist prosperity. These moves -were intensely resisted by the political

representatives of white labour, the Afrikaner petty bourgeoisie ana small

farmers, particularly in the Transvaal, The result was a suddedn re-openi
ng of
intense verlirte/yerkramt)te straggles vrithin the HP. The latter were led b

y

;he then Minister of Information and leader of the Transvaal HP, Dr. Conn
ie

Mulder, with imdries Treumicht as his close ally.

Politically pressurised from all quarters, and riven by intense internal polit

ical differences in the period 1976-8, the HP government was in effect poli
tic-
ally paralysed* It was able neither to introduce the "reforms" fought for by

English and Afrikaner Monopoly capital, nor cling to "old style Apartheid"

. Hew

constitutional proposals for three ethnic parliaments were introduced in
197772

but little action was forthcoming. Tne political log jam was finally broken i
n

the so-called "Muldergate" scandal, when the combined manouevres of
monopoly

capital and 'the top echelons of the military over irregularities in Mulder's
Department of Information discredited Mulder as the leader of the right.
When

Vorster resigned from the Premiership in September 1978, Mulder was un
able to

enforce party discipline in his own Transvaal IIP. The verligtes in the Tran
S_

vaal supported the candidacy of Defence Minister and leader of the Cape

P.A¥. Botha, and Mulder was defeated. He was soon hounded from the
HP and formed ~

the far right National Conservative Party [see a— eijA»"Othsr PL.t Poit-ic.
pp 000)

The Muldergate crisis severely discredited the forces of the faryright in th
e

HP. However these remained sufficiently strong to elect Treumicht as the

leader of the Transvaal HP in late 1978. With the introduction of Botha's



"reform" programme under the "Total Strategy" [see pp 000.00), the right
had

a strong institutional base from which to resist these "reforms". Led by

Treumicht the KP verkramntes fought a determined and often successful
rearguard

action over the next three and a half years, earning Treumicht the title of

"Dr. Ho" in Mae English language and verligte press. During this period,
the HP

lost much support amongst its traditional mass class base in the Transvaa
l, the

Afrikaner petty bourgeoisie, small farmers and white labour. The EHP ca
ptured
illjOtfpev'ce*™ "\

fcdjiiurrife. of the vote in the 1981 general elections. In the Transvaal ana
lysis

pa,~vceA»vic.

of the results put their share of the vote at 25&, and a verligte newspaper,



pevcchc.

Rao-port, argued that 36"jof Afrikaners had voted gainst the IIP. Treumic
ht

himself cane fairly close to losing his Uaterberr seat to the leader of the
ST

right wing splinter
groups continued to attract support from disgruntled Afrikaner nationalists

[see p 000). Prime Minister Botha skillfully

sought to use Treumicht '0O attack the far-right, and he began to lose cre
dib-
ility amongst the mass of IIP supporters in the Transvaal.

By the end of 1981, the government's strategy of internal "reforms" was st
ﬁlsl,egkternal "constellation of States" plan was also in ruins. At the Novem
ft‘)ggod Hope" conference between the government and 600 leading capital
Ir?atps)}érs]gntatives of monoply capital put very strong pressure on Botha to
'I??er{](r)r\]/i‘ght. Moreover, the monopoly capitalists seated on the Defence Ad
\ézcr)r:%‘/nittee finally persuaded the Minster of Defence and architect of the
g?rglegy, General Magnus Malan, to pressuriejs Botha to frfoce a break w
:‘g]r trri]geht in the HP, and Treumicht in particular.

In early 1982, an official HP organ "HAT 80" editorialised that "there coul
d

only be one government" in South Africa. This conflicted with Treunicht's
insistence that the forthcoming "new constitutional dispensation” would s
etup

three separate “parliaments" for whites, Indians and "coloureds"”, each wit
h its

own cabinet and Prime Miraster. The Botha faction argued that above the
se three

groupings would stand a supreme "Cabinet Council" drawn from all three
groups

and which would wield full state power. The Treumicht groups objected a
nd

Botha Called for a vote of confidence in the HP parliamentary caucus insi
sting

on a mandate to interpret party policy at his discretion. Twenty-two MPs
voted

against this resolution. The Treumicht faction further lost control of the
Transvaal HP when the centrist groups led by F.W. de Elerk and Hendr
ik Schoeman

allied with the verligte, pro-Botha faction. After 16 of the original 22 dis-
senters refused to accept the discipline of the majority in the HP caucus,



they
were then all expelled from the Party.

In March 1982 these elements came together with the Hational Conservat
Iclll‘eMPuaI‘ggr and Aksie Eie Toeknms [see p 000) to form the Conservative Pa
g)c/)l?tfh Africa. Its founding meeting was held in the Skilpadsaal [Tortoise H
iallwn)Pretoria, giving rise to many jokes about the tortoise politics of the new

Party. Shortly afterwards a further twvo HP members of Parliament left to |
oin

the KP. Its Be:i~iA»y Programme promotes a policy of racial separation.
Unlike

the HHP, the KP accepts the need for some of the "reforms" which have
beer:

HNP, Jaap Marais. In the months which followed a number of/



-1 HI-
S"(*>CC

introduced m. 1977A» such< S3 the amendments to the Industrial fConcil
iation

Act, mixed sports etc. But it argues that the new constitutional arangame
ntB

planned hy the Botha regime are a violation of the 1977 IIP constitutional

prop-
josals and imply a logic of the gradual abandonment of racial separation.

The HNP iwe/Tefused cooperation with the KP on the grounds that it (the
HIIP;

is the authentic and proved party of the right wing "Afrikaner" opposition,
and

that it is not prepared to accept the 1977 proposals, hor many of the petty

changes introduced since the death of Dr. Verwoerd in 1966. Despite int
ense

press? speculation of an electoral agreement he ween the HNP and IP, t
he twc-

wiitKtw KP ccwsistev/~U.

parties have opposed each other in a number of byt-elections 4— . A«. rtav.r
rrilr-.frfr

b~Cli>* e.le.t*vAO*'S to HnPvoK
Ti&'i 1-ior. *hr ir ftA8i**4MfvoXUL Koo
A«.>.cccalcdLtvvca.cf tht o\c_+o*iools fO f AMcv&Ato'YV

The formation of the KP has increased the drainage of support from the N
P, par-
ticularly in the Transvaal. All except two of the present 18 KP Members of

Parliament represent Transvaal constitutencies, mostly in the rural areas.
>..VI.-

*The KP and the IIP are engaged in a fierce battle for control of all of the
traditionally important institutions of Afrikaner nationalism, especially the
Dutch Reformed Churches the Afrikaner Broederbond (see entries p 000
and p 000) .

Treumicht is a former Broederbond chairman. Its present Chairman, Dr. C
arel

Boshoff, is all but public*A£ly identified with the KP. It is also widely
acknowledged that the KP enjoys substantial support. A number of former
[P



Cabiret Ministers, including the architect of the KP Bantustan Policy, D.C.
de

Wet Nel, together with the wife and much of the family of former KP, Pri
me

Minister Hendrik Verwoerd, have joined the KP. A poll conducted by the a
nthor-

ihWA« Ufa. * pu. ce.*vfc

itative pro-Botha KP weekly, Rapport, / indicates that 38v of "Afrikaners" i
n the

Transvaal support the KP, compared with 44% for the HP. Its support in o
ther
provinces is substantially weaker. However, control of the Transvaal is th

e

key to control of the present South African electoral system. The KP has
very

strong support amongst smaller agricultural capitalists, all levels of the
Afrikaans petty bourgeoisie and white labour. It is possible that in ang:
future election it could significantly increase its parliamentary representat
ion,

and iMiffi (i | ii-Hic displace the Progressive Federal Party as the official
opposition.

One factor impeding its prospects of growth is its inability to achies/4 an
electoral pact with the HHP - which has split the far right vote to the benef
it

of the HP in a number of bye-elections. Another potential factor is the rum

oured tussle for the leadership of the KP between its present leader Dr.
Treumicht, and his predecessor aA§ leader of the Transvaal HP, the cons
iderably

more experienced arij p? w, Dr. Connie Mulder.



Important Leaders: Leader: Dr. A P.Treumich
Dr. P. Hartzenberg;
Dr. C. Mulder.



IIE'.; REPUBLIC PIRTY (NR?)

Parliamentary opposition party formed out of a merger of the rump of the
old
UP.CSCfeff A«r><>}

arty/and the miniscule Democratic Party in 1977* The NRP won the al-
legiance of twenty three of the former UP MPs (the largest grouping) . W
a€¢ Vau.se-

Raw and Radclyffe Cadman became its leaders after the UP leader, de Vil
liers

Graaff and Democratic Party leader (and foimer nationalist. Interior lliniste

y

Thee Gerdener, surprisingly withdrew from the leadership despite being t
he

r..rrsw.;!- ~ frpces in the group's original constitutionr The party supports
the

traditional UP policy of a "Federal South Africa? under "White Leadership

In the 1977 elections it retained only 10 seats in parliament (representing
a
loss of 13). It held onto eight of these in the 1981 elections.

The NR? however, retains control of the Natal Provincial Council [ the onl
y
Provincial Council not controlled by the 1IP). In 1982 the NPJ5 rejected th

Eroposals of the Buthelezi Commission fer "consociational power sharing
gr??ﬁgekwazulu bantustan and the "white" Natal provincial administration
s%%O). The NRP argued that the proposals did not offer cast iron guarant
\?v?l?técs - despite the fact that they allowed for a minority veto. This NRP

position led to intense conflict with the PFP in Natal, which favours .the p
gl%lt?]:nd has sought to promote them in a series of joint meetings with |

The NRP has captiously endorsed the Botha regime's proposals for a "ne
w const-

itutional dispensation", but sees these as the first step in a continuing pr
ocess

\tfhich will eventually include Africans in a white-led federal system.

V).

Current leader: Vause Raw.



H5RSTIGTC P-BTY (PACONSTITTITSI' NATIONALIST PARTY) ~*

Far right-wing verkranrote party formed in 1969 hy a breakaway group of
];\(l)atljtrionalists [>IPe led hy former Minister cf Posts and Telegraphs, Albert
(Egrrff)?%irst Nationalist Party Prime Minister General J.B.K. Heitzog). It
favours a return to fully fledged Verwoerdian Apartheid based on the 1966
c%llre]z_s of the Nationalist Party.

.were

/ The immediate issues leading to the 1969 formation of the HNP the Vor
ster

government's announced intention to "relax sports apartheid" (when and
where

this would help get white sportsmen readmitted to international torjuname
nts),

and its "outward looking" foreign policy offensive in Africa. More fundame
nt-

ally the HNP's establishment reflected the growing fears of certain strata,
of

the Afrikaner petty bourgeoisie and smaller capitalist farmers that their int
er-

ests were being betrayed by a party dominated increasingly by Afrikaner
monopoly

capital inptc [see NP entry pp 000-00) .

The HNP's original programme was a typical petty bourgeois manifesto. It
Iggl;‘or the vigorous implementation of "pure Apartheid" and the assertion

szrikaner dominance. It demanded restriction of urban residential rights fo
[)Iacks, stricter separation of housing and social facilities and reduced exp

enditure on black education, housing and social amenities. It also advoca
ted
that Afrikaans be recognised the sole official language and that citizenshi

p

should only be conferred on white immigrants fluent in that language. It fa
rther

proposed that the economic growth rate be restricted to a level governed
by the

availability of domestic white labour end local capital - so as to protect the

country from being'contaminated'by external "money influences".



For many years the HNP remained in the political -wilderness challenging
the

Nationalist Party in bye-elections but failing to win a single seat. In the
1981 elections, however, it benefitted from the growing petty bourgeois re
volt

against the "Total Strategy" . of Prime Minister Botha [see

pp 000-00) . It* won 192.000 votes (14,08jA£/of the total), although it,narr
owly

failed to win a seat in parliament.

Since the 1981 elections the visibly in strength with a number of
defections to it from the ranks of the Nationalist Party. It feafi, however,
tended to stand aloof from other far right organisations and from attempts
fI)Orge unity among them.

WwtU jfes v*WVioe. 'poschavi Vo weaken Lsee. KP



Tke. Hn\P

r* &€¢ i * &— i.J. has important differences with the Conservative Party i--..

cVury j. ). The HNP calls for a returr. to Nationalist Farty policies as

outlined in its 1966 Manifesto, white the KP advocates a return to its inter

;)ret_ation of the 1977 NP manifesto. These are not merely sectarian differ

EIBEE when the NP departed from the "true principles” of Afrikaner Nation
ism.

At issue are some more substantial policy differences. The KPs tA».:nl-~
a—.aa—;-A»

-igA»- is. oppose” '5C "power sharing” with blacks, hut accpjsts the need
for

certain "reforms" in the economic and social spheres. The . HNPra— pOc
itio

"is.- favours a return to full blooded Verwoerdian Apartheid in all spheres
including for example statutory job reservation, and fully segregated facil-

ities. To date the two parties have been unable to reach an electoral pact,

thereby splitting the far right vote to the NP's advantage in a number of b
ye -

elections. c&v-vtiK\u.e .

Important leaders: Jaap Karais - Party Leader:
Beaumont Schoeman - Editor of the HNP newspaper,
Lie Afrikaner

Louis Stofberg
Nillie Marais.
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OTxIEit FAT: RIGHT POLITICAL ORGAN IZ ATI OKS

The current polarisation of class forces "traditionally” organized

by Afrikaner Nationalism since 1918, reflected in the growing sup-
port for ttfsthe Herstigte Nasionale Party and the formation of the
Conservative Party in March 1982, also produced a proliferation of
smaller far-rignt. political organ!zations,particularly in the per-

iod 1978-1982.

The most important of these include:

The National Conservative Party (NCP). Formed in 1979 hy Dr. C.P
Mulder~the rormer leader of the Transvaal Nationalist Party,

S Minister of Plural Relations and Inf rAEmat ion and candidate (aganst
P.W.BothqJ for tne premiership. Mulder was forced to resign after
being implicated in the "information scandal”. In many respects

the NCP functioned as a personal venicie of Mulder in his campaign

to “clear his name" and take revenge on Botha. But together with

the Herstigte Nasionale Party (see entry p 000) it was also a mouth-
/""p iece for reactionary petty bourgeois”™. The NCPs programme promis
ed

to resist constitutional proposals which might "undermine the sov-
ereignty" of the white parliament and criticised the "trend towards
concession-making" in the domestic and foreign policies. The party
opposed the legislation arising from the Wiehahn Commission Report
(see p.000), and rejected any moves to grant more land to Bantus-
tans under "consolidation" proposals. In the 1981 elections the NCP
put up 9 candidates who polled 19.000 votes (1,52%/of the total)

hut failed to win a single seat. Mulder was later, however, elec-

ted as a cuuncillor on the Randburg municipality, where one of his

first actions was to call xor the segregation of a local public %,

toilet. On the formation of the Conservative Party in 1982,,Mulder

was elected as a member of its executive and subsequently announced
the dissolution of the NCP. It is believed that he has ambitions

to replace Treumicht as Conservative Party leader. or,,acir®,"P-

Aksie Eie Toekoms (Action Own Future J*roup formed by dissident
Broederbond members early in 1981. A small number of candidates
contested the April 1981 elections as independents but under the
Action Own Future slogan. They received only a small number of votes.



Alter the election support built up and in November 1981 it cons-
tituted itself a as a formal political party. Like the NCP, How-
ever, .AET dissolved itself into the Conservative Party.

Tiie Afrikaner Iveerstand Beweging (Afrikaner Resistance Movement
- AWB)

A semi-terrorist, Na.i-inclineu organisation formed in 1979 and led
by Eugene Terreblanche. In 1980 it formed a political party - the

f.ls\

$; Blanke Volkstaat party (White Peoples' State Party) - which
Arr--<_& v,-a— |-.. rtfee es tab 1 ishraent of a racist Nazi-

type state. Its emblem is a three-legged swastika. The AWB also
has a "military wing" e'*called the Stormralke (Storm Falcons).

It too supported the formation of the Conservative party and dis-
solved its own political party but not its "military wing"in March

1982. Early in 1963, eight AWB members including Terreblanche, x-
were arrested on charges of illegal possession of arms. Released
on bail, Terreblanche launched an hysterical denunciation of the
Botha regime's constitutional proposals. He accused Botha of
building the future of South Africa on a series of unstable found-
ations: "The first foundation stone will be laid on curry and

samoosas, the second on the Cape Coloureds, the third on Bantu
beer and the fourth on Harry Oppenheimerl s big hole in *Kimbejc ley" .

The Kappie#- Kommando. A women's pressure group known for the sport

ing of voortrekker (pioneer”' - particularly the kappie (bonnet) -

as a symbol of its connLtment to the "traditional .

e fei-oileDi

values" of Afrikaner nationalism. The Kappie Kommando became J~~
in a controversy in 1982 when its leader suggested that

women who had served witn South African forces against the fascist
Axis powers in the Second World War were basically field prostit-
utes. It too supported the establishment of the Conservative Party.

A

South Africa First. AA»Ax»the-r/ri*ht pressure group, t-bough this

iwLtae mainly English speaking and Natal based. A number of its



leading personalities are British immigrants previously associated
with the British fascist group, the National Front. South Africa

First has been prominent in organising a campaign against proposals
to allow blacks a certain access to the previously all white Durban
beach front.



2Cw*"

Wit Komando (White Commande). A terrorist organisation involved
in bonjbings and other attacks on verligte Nationalists, liberals
and progressives .Sc”e. oC VAc *vlew\t>evt cx/e ifet'vhne, p/isc” urv

Su.tK cxUrc”ctQ;j,

In September 1981 all the above groups agreed to form an al-
liance under the banner "Action Save White South Africa". A
"unity conference" was held in Pretoria and was also attended )?
by Dr. Albert Hertzog, the ffounder and former leader of the HNP,
A former Surgeon-General of the Defence Force, Lt-General C.R.
Cokroft, who described himself as a "concerned Christian* not
affiliated to any of the parties", was appointed spokesman of

the front. However, the'*Targest of the far-right parties, the

ENP, stayed aloof arguing that whilst not opposed in principle

to alliances, it would only enter one of its own terms, eA+=sr-

-E-all conservatives-11-t-e--t-he KlvjP. As indicated above
most of the smaller far right groups have now associated with
the Conservative Party.
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XJITHHIID P fRTY

jA«c j<wr opposition party in whites only parliament until 1977 when ~
split three ways. Some MPs merged with the Progressives (see .r~r.A»-

-1- I' *A»A»<rw &— &— &— p 000), some formed the South African Party wh
ich later

merged with the Nationalist Party while the majority consitituted themsel
ves as
the New Republic Party (see entry p 000).

The United Party was formed in 1934 by the "Fusion” of the two major pa
rliament

ary parties then in existence - the Nationalist Party led by J.B.I-I. Hertzog
and

the South African Party led by J.C. Smuts. The "Fusion” represented the

coming

together of the major capitalist interests, in the face of the crisis over the

abandonment of the gold standard in 1933* "Fusion" was opposed from t
he outset

by certain groupings of capitalist agriculture and sections of the Afrikaner

petty bourgeoisie which broke away to form the Purified Nationalist Party
led
by D.F. Hal an. Tne United Party represented all major capitalist interests

until the outbreak of Norid War 2. South Africa's participation in World Wa
;ﬁd wartime-economic policies, however, divided the capitalist class. Cap
giist agriculture opposed the war and favoured a separate peace with Naz
IGermany, while industrial and mining capital favoured participation in the
I_DV\{Jar{hg the war years capitalist agriculture deserted the UP for the Nationa
IFI>SaErty [renamed Herenigde Nasionale of Volks-party - Reunited Nationalis
L?eroples' Party) leaving the UP to represent an unstable alliance of minin
%gﬂgtrial capital. H t Hertzog, the UP leader since

1934 aud prime minister, resigned over the var question. He was replace
d by
Smuts who was prime minister until 1948.

The United Party's demise as governing party occurred in the context of t
he

hijeghtened mass struggles of the war and post war period. Tne party pro
ved inc-



apable of producing a decisive response to the challenge of the oppress
2>(<jp?gi(tjed masses, wavering between increasing repression and attemptin
go%ptive strategy towards certain classes within the black population. It
\évf?esctively outbid in the 1948 elections by the Nationalists who were able
Loni_te around its Apartheid programme those sections of the exploiting and
eﬁggated classes most vulj*rable to the challenge of the masses (see or. t
1 p 000)



For the first few years in opposition the United Party put up a fairly vigoro
ggposition to certain of the measures introduced by the rnew Rationalist
g(r)r:/r:nent, fearing that these would alternatively hamper the development
gl;)gyc/)rc]:-apitalism or provoke an uncontrollable,rblack uprising”. During the

early 1950s, in fact, some United Party members associated with the para
-military

*AA£aa ejxtra parliamentary pressure group known as the "Torch Comma
ndo "(see >

p 000). is it became clear that the Rationalist regime constituted no threat

to monopoly capitalism, but was on the contrary guaranteeing the cheap
labour

system on which the rapid development of monopoly capitalism depende
d, the UPs

"opposition” became increasingly muted. After the 1953 elections, in partic
ular',

it associated itself dajgwiyfriy with the repressive measures being

introduced by the Rationalist regime - supporting, for example, the bannin
g of

the ARC and PAG and the introduction of detention without trial. Indisting
uish-

able from the Rationalists over many real issues the ingl \ 7G-?
ti70

a political irrevelancy. i,t every election since 1 948/iC om™* the proportio
n of
seats held by it declined as the following table shows:

Table 11: Distribution of Parliamenta ry seats 1 948-74

- % U.P. Others R

1948 election 79 (52,6AE) 65 [43,3ft 6 [4,1ft (Labour Party]

1953 election 88 (58,7") 61 (40,7t 1 (0,6ft 1! Tt

1958 election 97 [64,6$ 53 [35,4ft -

1961 election 99 (66,0f.) 49 [32,6A® 2 (1,4ft (Progressive P., Rational
Union)

1966 election 120 (75 f) 39 (24,495) 1 (0,6ft

1970 election 112 [70 ft 47 [29,4ft 1 (0,656) fl TT &— *>

1974 election 123 (76,4$ 41 [25,48 7 (4,2ft TT TT A£

The splitin the UP in 1977 is discussed &— A'ogrcosi Ptafciy

a— sfiiry p 000. The result was the strengthening of the PFP which becam

e the of-

ficial opposition and the formation of two smaller oppositionn parties - the
South African Party which later dissolved itself into the Rationalist Party

and
the Rew Republic Party.



The Upfe leader from 1956 to 1977 was Sir de Villiers Graaff.
*See,cW* pooo. iVMsUlooaVv' notVt.be t"/coWredt

m see *"ODO>



11 WHITE POLITICS" 1910-1982 MAJOR PARTIES
Governing Parties
1910 South African Party

leader L.Botha and, after
1919, J, Smuts, ftepresentgA«l|[
alliance of mining capital

and "more prosperous” cap-
italist agriculture also

represent Ctl% commercial
capital and incipient ind-
dustrial bourgeoisie _init-

tially). " *

Unionist Party

authentic party of

mining (imperialist)

capital. Merged with

SAP in 1920.

A

rrw

S A?

Opposition Parties

Soiith African Labour Party It

party of white labour. Dominated _
J" fojrm tlie outset by reformist, raA«-
cist leadership but also including
until first Wo rid Uar,

. The latter broke away during

the war to form International So
cialist League

which hecQjne*

Communist Party in 1921.
Leader F.H.P.Cresswell.

SA

Formation of National Party January
191~ Leader J.B.M. Herzog former
SAP cabinet minister. Represented
smaller white landowners threatened
by the ongoing process of transit-



ion to capitalism in South African
agriculture. Also supported the
aspirations of incipient industrial
bourgeoisie i.e. became* party of
national capital. Called for poli-
cies of industrial protection and
subsidisation for national capital-
ist interests against the "free
trade policies" favoured hy imper-
ialist capitalist interests and im-
plemented hy SAP governmento

W20eU*r.k



National Party Labour Party
fow?'-' A«kc.ved

a€¢ "pact” (licA» A«i nment
in the wake oi' general strike

and Rand Revolt of 1922. Pact
implemented policies of prot-
ection and subsidisation which
benefit*ca pi tali s t agriculture
and industrial capital. Also
implement®a number of "prot-
ective measures" (job colour
bars) to benefit white labour.
Introduced the so-called "civ-
ilised labour" policy. He”oc.

\WirY\fc. HIAISVAEV. |

United National South African Party

(United Party) formed through a
"fusion” of National Party and

South African Party in the wake of
the Great Depression and gold
standard crisis. Represented a co-
ming together of major bourgeois
interests. Still pursued policies

of protection and subsidisation

but more consessions were made to
demands of mining capital.

P<'W\e. Hirvtsiev/.
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South African Party

Lost 1924 elections to NP/LP "Pact".
In opposition under Snmts0

Gesuiwerde Nasionale Party

(Purified Nationalist Party)
formed 193”. Leader D"F.
Malan. Represented an alli-
ance of white petty bourg-
geois and Afape capitalist
agricultural interests dis-
satisfied with the "compr-
omise" of fusion.

SA Labour Party /

consisting of the bulk

of the Labour Party who
broke away from gover-
ning alliance with form
ution of "fusion”. Leader
W.Madeley.

Dominion Party

Natal sugar interests pro-
iinperialist, did not sup-
port "fusion” and broke
with SAPo



United Party

Outbreak ol' World
War 2 and war time
economic policies
led to desertion
from UP of its
former capitalist
agricultural
adherents. Became
representative of
alliance of indus-
trial capital and
mining capital,
liertzog resigned
on outbreak of war
and Smuts become#
leader and Prime
Minister.

SA LabourCIA»/Wj Dominion

entered gov-
erning coal-
ition on out
break of war.
Madeley ap-
pointed Min-
ister of Lab
our.

Party

In govern-
ing coali-
tion at out
break of
war. Repres
ented pred-
ominately
imperialist
oriented
Natal sugar
farmers and
petty bour-
geoisie.

CO<x\iTiO”
llerenigde Nasionale Party-Afrikaner Party
coalition won* 1978 election fought in the

face of the heightened struggle by the pop-
ular masses of the war and postwar period0



Promised a firm and decisive response to
mass struggles as against the ambivalent
and uncertain policies of the UP. Also pro-
mised to implement a number of policies to
favour the particular interests of its const
ituent base - capitalist agriculture, non-
monopoly industrial and financial capital,
white petty bourgeoisie and white labour.

Impl ementQc\pol icies of Apartheid - intensified
repression, segregation, job colour bars, in-
flux control etcu Afrikaner Party merged with



Herenigde Nasionale
Afrikaner Party
Party

(Reunited National
Party) Becomes gre-
atly strengthened by
desertion of capital_
ist agriculture from
UP. During war years
buildt up a strong
Base among white pet-
ty bourgeoisie and
white labour. But
also by deep int-

ernal divisions.

OFS rural capital.
Very weak. Led by
N.C.Havenga, on
"llertzogite"
principals

United Party,

Until its dissoulution

in 1977, the UP in op-
position grew stjadily
weaker. Its "race feder

.vjeve, -

ation" policies/charac-
terised by an opportu-
nistic attempt to pick

up all grievance votes
against the NP and and
increasing right wing
stance,, Leaders J. Smuts
1978-50;

G.NoStrauss 1950-56)

Sir de Villiers Graaff
1956-1977"

)

South African Labour
Party



(disappears from polit-
ical scene in 1958 eleA£
tions when it failed

to win any seat in par-
liament) until then in
electoral alliance with

UP. SALP collapsed when
UP revoked this allian-

ce in 19580



I1NIjA/in 1951 to i'oi'iii the Nationalist:
Party. D.F. Malan Prime Minister
L*>"S-195'; J.G. Strydom 195/-58"

H.F. Verwoerd 1958-1966; B.J.
Vorster 1966-1978; P.W.Botha 1978-



United Party
a€¢" Progressive Party

formed 1959 when a group of

"more liberal" United Party

MPs broke away from UP ac-

cusing the latter of ljent-g
ftritC>f1'Tin*! i'tju | ive . Supported by

leading monopoly capitalist
interests (eagO Il.Oppen-
heimer of Anglo American)0
Called for reforms in order
to create a black supporti-
ive class for the bourge”
oisie. Original proposals
favoured a "qualified fran-
chise" open to those of all
races wiio could meet cert-
ain minimum (high) property
and/or educational require-
ments. Leader to 1971 J.
Steytler, only Member of
Parliament Helen Suzman,

National Union formed hy disaffected NP
MP who would not accept Bantustanisation.

1 MP in 1961, who then joined the United
Party"



llerstigte Nasionale Uni ted
Party ' Party

(Reconstituted Nati-
onalist Party) break-
away from NationaLstPar
ty led by A.llertzog

(son of formed Prime
Minister J"B.M.Hertzog).

Party of dissatisfied

petty bourgeoisie, and
white labour factions
which accused Vorster of
malting too many conces-
sions to "Liberal" de-
mands. Has thus far fai-
led to win any seats in
pari lament/, remained a
force in white (AfriK-
aner) politipsO

Reform Party

split from UP and later joined
to form Progressive Rgform Par
Leader/Colin Eglin0

Progressive Party
1

Progressive
Federal Party

Years of inef-
fective "oppos-
ition" by the UP
and the perce-
ived need for
the ruling class
to make a more
effective res-
ponse to the cri-
sis created by

New
Republic
Party
African

Party



Herstigte
Nasionale Party

Created by factions
of dissolved UP un-
willing to merge
withitKPFP. Both NRP
and SAP more "cons-
ervative" thflyi PFP.
Leader NRP Vause
Raw) Leader SAP J.

Wiry.



1982 National Party



Soweto uprising,
led to the dis-
solution of UP.

A number of former
UP members of Parl®
lament merge with
Progressive Reform
Party which becomes
the "official” op-
position" under its
new name, PFP.

Leader to 1979

Colin Eglin0 Leader
after 1979, F.van

Zyl Slabbert. PFP
can be seen as the
party of "big bus-
iness" which wants

to make more conces
sions to black petty
bourgeois groups in
order to develop a
black supportive class
for aapitalism. Prep-
ared to some extent
to make these at the
cost of some "white
privileges"0

Conservative Party of South Africa

Formed following the expulsion of "\6 Nationalist Party
MPs for their refusal to accept "healthy power sharing".

Is oppose#d to the inclusion of "non-whites" in central
political*trueturrs. However unlike the HNP it does not
favour a return Verwoerd-style Apartheids Appears to liav
strong support in rural and petty bourgeois constituenci
especially in the Transvaal.

Leader: A.P. Treumicht,.

SAP dissolves it-
self in 1980, and
its leader (Wiley)
joins NP.
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