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CHAPTER I

REPRESENTATION AND CREDENTIALS

Composition of delegations

Rule 1

The delegation of each State participating in the Conference shall consist of
a head of delegation and such other representatives, alternate representatives and
advisers as may be required.

Designated representatives

Rule 2

An alternate representative or an adviser may act as a representative upon
designation by the head of delegation.

Submission of credentials
 

Rule 3

The credentials of representatives and the names of alternate representatives
and advisers shall be submitted to the Executive Secretary? if possible not later
than 2h hours after the opening of the Conference. Any later Change in the
composition of delegations shall also be submitted to the Executive Secretary.
The credentials shall be issued by the head of State or Government, or by the
Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Credentials Committee

 

Rule h

1. There shall be a Credentials Committee of five members appointed by the
Conference on the proposal of the President.

2. The Credentials Committee shall examine the credentials of
representatives and report to the Conference.

Provisional participation____________.__fl____._______

Rule 5

Pending a decision of the Conference upon their credentials, representatives
shall be entitled to participate provisionally in the Conference.
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CHAPTER II

OFFICERS

Appointment

Rule 6

The Conference shall appoint a President, 11 Vice—Presidents and a Rapporteur

as well as the Chairman of the Committee of the Whole provided for in rule 33 and

the Chairman of the Drafting Committee provided for in rule 3h. These officers

shall be appointed so as to ensure the representative Character of the General

Committee provided for in rule 10.

Acting President

Rule 7

1. If the President finds it necessary to be absent from a meeting or any

part thereof, he shall designate one of the Vice-Presidents to take his place.

2. A Vice—President acting as President shall have the same powers and

duties as the President.

Replacement of the President

Rule 8

If the President is unable to perform his functions, a new President shall

be appointed.

Participation of the President in decision—making

Rule 9

The President, or a Vice—President acting as President, shall not participate

in making decisions, but may designate another member of his delegation to do so

in his place.
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CHAPTER III

GENERAL COMMITTEE

Composition

Rule 10

The General Committee shall consist of 15 members, comprising the President,

the representatives of the ll States appointed as Vice—Presidents, the Rapporteur,

the Chairman of the Committee of the Whole and the Chairman of the Drafting

Committee.

Substitute members

Bule 11

1. In case of absence, the President or a VicemPresident or the Rapporteur,

may designate a member of his delegation as his substitute.

2. In case of absence, the Chairman of the Committee of the Whole or of the

frafting Committee shall designate another officer of the respective Committee or,

if none is available, a member thereof as his substitute. However, such a

substitute shall not have the right to participate in making decisions if *e is

of the same delegation as another member of the General Committee.

Chairman

Rule 12

The President ora in his absence, one of the Vice—Presidents designated by

him, shall serve as Chairman of the General Committee.

Functions

Rule 13

In addition to carrying out other functions provided for in these rules, the

General Committee shall assist the President in the general conduct of the

business of the Conference and, subject to decisions of the Conference, shall

ensure the co~ordination of its work.
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CHAPTER IV

SECRETARIAT

Duties of the Secretary—General

Rule 1h

1. The Secretary—General of the Conference shall be the Secretary—General

of the United Nations. He, or his representativeg shall act in that capacity in

all meetings of the Conference and its subsidiary organs.

2. The Secretary—General shall appoint an Executive Secretary of the

Conference and shall provide and direct the staff required by the Conference and

its subsidiary organs.

Qgties of the secretariat

Rule 15

The secretariat of the Conference shall: in accordance with these rules:

(a) Interpret speeches made at meetings;

(‘) Receive, translate, reproduce and distribute the documents of the

ConferAnce;

Publish and circulate the instruments adopted by the Conference,
(C)

and all the official documents of the Conference;
including its Final Document,

(d) Prepare and circulate records of public meetings;

(e) Make and arrange for the keeping of sound recordings of meetings;

(f) Arrange for the Custody and preservation of the records of the Conference

in the Archives of the United Nations; and

(g) Generally perform all other work required in connexion with the

servicing of the Conference.

fitatements by the secretariat

Rule 16

secretariat designated for that
The Secretary—General or any member of the

l or written statements concerning
purpose may, subject to rule 20, make either ora

any question under consideration.
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CHAPTER V

CONDUCT OF BUSINESS

Quorum

Rule 17

The President may declare a meeting open and permit the debate to proceed
when representatives of at least one third of the States participating in the
Conference are present. The presence of representatives of a majority of the
States so participating shall be required for any decision to be taken.

General Bowers of the President

Rule 18

1. In addition to exercising the powers conferred upon him elsewhere by
these rules, the President shall preside at the plenary meetings of the Conference,
declare the opening and Closing of each such meeting, direct the discussions,
accord the right to speak, put questions to the Conference for decision and
announce such decisions. He shall rule on points of order and, subject to these
rules, have complete control of the proceedings and over the maintenance of a.ger
thereat. The President may propose to the Conference the closure of the list of
speakers, a limitation on the time to be allowed to speakers and on the number of
times the representatives of each participant may speak on a question, the
adjournment or closure of the debatea and the suspension or the adjournment of a
meeting.

2. The President, in the exercise of his functions, remains under the
authority of the Conference.

Points of order

 

Rule 19

A representative may at any time raise a point of order, which shall be
decided upon immediately by the President in accordance with these rules. A
representative may appeal against the ruling of the President. The appeal shall
be put to the Conference for decision immediately, and the President's ruling
shall stand unless overruled by the Conference. A representative may not, in
raising a point of order, speak on the substance of the matter under discussion.
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Speeches

Rule 20

1. No one may address the Conference without having previously obtained

the permission of the President, who shall9 subject to rules 19, 21 and 25 to 26,

call upon speakers in the order in which they signify their desire to speak.

.2. Debate shall be confined to the question before the Conference and the

Pre51dent may call a speaker to order if his remarks are not relevant to the

subject under discussion,

3. The Conference may limit the time allowed to speakers and the number of

times the representatives of each participant may speak on a question: a motion

to set such limits Shall be put to the Conference for decision immediately. In

any event, the President shall limit interventions on procedural questions to a

maximum of five minutes. When the debate is limited and a speaker exceeds the

allotted time, the President shall call him to order without delay.

Precefience

Rule 21

The Chairman or another representative of a subsidiary organ or the

Rapporteur may be accorded precedence for the ourpose of explaining the

conclusions arrived at by that organ.

Closing of the_list of speakerg

 

Eyle 23
 

During the course of a debate the President may announce the list of speakers

and, with the consent of the Conference5 declare the list closed. When there are

no more speakers on the list, the President may declare the iebate closed.

Right of reDlY

 

Rule 23

The right of reply shall be accorded by the President to a representative of

a State participating in the Conference who requests it: any other representative

may be granted the opportunity to make a reply. Renresentatives should attempt,

in exercising this right, to be as brief as possible and preferably to deliver

their statements at the end of the meeting at which this right is requested.
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Suspension or adjournment of the meetigg
 

34.11.23

A representative may at any time move the suspension or the adjournment of

the meetin5“ Such motions shall not be debated, but shall be put to the Conference

for decision immediatelya

Agignrnrept of debate
 

Rule 25

A representative may at any time move the adjournment of the debate on the

question under discussion. In addition to the proposer of the motion, two

representatives may speak in favour of and two against the notion) after which it

shall be put to the Conference for decision immediately“

 

g;osure of debate
 

 

119-2936

A representative may at any time move the closure of the debate on the

question under discussion, whether or not any other representative has signified

a Wish to speaks Permission to speak on the closure of the debate shall be

accorded only to two speakers opposing the closure, after which the motion shall

be put to the Conference for decision immediately.

 

Qgger of motiong

bubjeet to rule 197 the following motions shall have precedence in the

indicated order over all other proposals or motions before the meeting:

(a) To susnend the meeting/

(b) To adjourn the meeting!

(e) To adjourn the debate,

(d) To close the debate.

Basic proposahg

mfie28

F77he draft proposals submitted to the Conference by its Preparatory
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Conference l/ shall constitute the basic proposals for consideration by the

Conference.

Submission of other proposals and substantive amendments
 

Rule 29

Other proposals and substantive amendments shall normally be introduced in

writing and handed to the nxecutive SecretaryJ who shall circulate copies to all

delegations in the languages of the Conference. As a general rule, no proposal

shall be discussed or put to a decision unless copies of it have been circulated

to all delegations in their respective working languages not later than the day

preceding the meeting. The President may9 however; germit the discussion and

consideration of amendments; or motions as to procedure; even thoufh these

amendments and motions have not been circulated or have only been circulated the

same day.

Withdrawal of_proposals and notiong
 
 

mneBO

A proposal or motion may be withdrawn by its Sponsor at any time before a

decision on it has been taken, provided that it has not been amended. A proposal

or motion thus withdrawn may be reintroduced by any representative“

mgifipqipncqubyce

1.19:5 31

Any notion calling for a decision on the competence of the Conference to

discuss any matter or to adopt a proposal submitted to it shall be decided before

he matter is discussed or a decision is taken on the proposal in question.

Beponsideration

Rule 32

en adopted or rejected it may not be

hes a decision to that effect. Permission

e accorded only to two speakers

matter shall be put to tie Conference

When a proposal or motion has be

reconsidered unless the Conference ta

to speak on a motion to reconsider shall b

Opposing reconsideration1 after which the

for decision immediately.

l] A/COJF.95/3, annexes I IV.
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CHAPTER VI

SUBSIDIARY ORGANS

92111513.?95: 2f the Mao}:

Rule 35

There shall be a Single Committee of the Whole, Which shall receive its

assignments from the Conference and report to it.

pyaftinn Committee
 

  

gyle 3h

1. The Conference shall establish a Drafting Committee consisting of

10 members] including its Chairman who shall be appointed by the Conference

pursuant to rule 6. The other members shall be appointed by the Conference on

the proposal of the President. The Rapporteur shall participate ex offieio,

without the right to participate in making decisions, in the work of the Drafting

Committee.

2. The Drafting Committee shall prepare drafts and give advice on drafting

as requested by the Conference or by the Committee of the Whole. It shall

comordinute and review the drafting of all texts adopted] and shall report as

appropriate to the Conference or to the Committee of the Whole.

3» without prejudice to paragraph 1 of this rule, the sponsor or a

representative of the group of sponsors of a proposal shall be invited to the

approbriute meetings of the Drafting Committee and may participate, without the

right to participate in making decisions, in the discussion at the discretion

of the Chairman) in ease the Conference or the Committee of the Whole decides

to refer that proposal to the Drafting Committee without taking a decision

thereon.

gprkinn mroggg
 

The Conference and the Committee of the Whole may establish working groups.

Officerg
 

- , /
Bulewii

1. Much subsidiary organ shall have a chairman and such other officers as

it considers necessary“

L
g

i
”
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.2. . Except as otherwise provided for in rule 6, each subsidiary organ shall

app01nt 1ts own officers.

Applicable rules

Rule :7.
 

?he rules contained in chapters IIJ V and VII shall be applicable?

mutatls mutandisa to the proceedings of subsidiary organs, except that.

(a) The chairmen of subsidiary organs other than the Committee of the Whole

may participate in making decisions,

(b) A majority of the representatives on any subsidiary organ of limited

membership shall constitute a quorum.

CHAPTER VII

LANGUAGES AND RECORDS

Languages of the Conference
 

 

 

Bg}e 38

Arabic, Chinese, Englishy FrenchI Russian and Spanish Shall be the languages

of the Conference.

lhterpretatigg
 

BB;e 39
 

lo Speeches made in a language of the Conference shall be interpreted into

the other such languages.

in a language other than a language of the

tation into one such language. Interpretation

ters of the secretariat may be based

2. A representative may speak

Conference if he provides for interpre

into the other such languages by interpre

On the interpretation given in the first such language"

Lannuages_of official documents
 

Bule 1+3
 

l instruments adopted by the Conference) including

lable in the languages of the Conference“

/.°

Official documents and a1

its Final Document, shall be made avai
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£119 1. l.

l, bun ary records of the plenary meetinvs of the Conference and of the
.eetings of the Committee of the Whole shall be prepared and circulated as soon

;08 siule in all the lan,gua5es of the Conference to all representatives who
1ll 1n1orm the secretariat within five working days aft er such circulation9

01 any corrections the; wish to have made.

U)21
(‘1
Sr

3
Ir

)

2. The secretariat shall make sound recordinvs of 1eet1nns of the Conference
and of the Committee of the ‘51ole. Such recordings shall be made of meetings of
other sub51d1ary orans when t1e body concerned or the 015am that established it
so decides.

‘hA ER VIII

PUBLIC AJD PRIVA” ufiETIIGS

Plenary and committees

The plenarv meetins of the Conference and the 1eet1ngs of committees shall
1 in public unless the uody concerned decides othe rwise.

Workin" :roups

Rule 113’

As a general rule, meetinfis of working groups shall be held in private.

ChAPTER IX

OTHER PAXTICIPA_TS AND OBSLRVLRS

'Kepres_entat1ves of the United Iations Couuc1l_fo_r Namibia
 

Rule Ah

Representatives designated by the Uniteu dations Council for Namibia may
gartieipate 1n the deliberations of t11e Conference and its subsidiary organs.

/...
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Eepresentatives of organizations that have received a standinfl
  

igyitation from the General Asseyb}y to partigigate_ig the

sess1ons and work of all_}pternational conferences convened
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RflehS
 

Representatives designated by organizations that have received a standing

invitation from the General Assembly to participate in the sessions and work of

all international conferences convened under the auspices of the General Assembly

may participate as observers in the deliberations of the Conference and, as

appropriate, in its subsidiary organsn

Representatives of national liberatioh_goyements

Rule us

Representatives designated by national libelation movements invited to the

Preparatory Conference may participate as observers in the deliberations of the

Conference and, as appropriate; in its subsidiary organs.

Representatives of United Qations orgagst§§;£e;ated

agencies and of other intergovernmental organizations
 

 

  

 

 

.Rule 1+1
 

Representatives designated by organs of the United flations, by specialized or

other related agencies and by other intergovernmental organizations invited to

the Conference may participate as observers in its deliberations and? as

appropriate9 in its subsidiary organs.

lgternational Committee of the Red gross

Rulehflg
 

ated by the International Committee of the Red Cross

may participate as observers in the deliberations of the Conference and, as

appropriatea in its subsidiary organs in order, in particular? that the

Conference may avail itself of the relevant expertise of the International

Committee of the Red Cross.

Representatives design

Representatives of gon—government_} orgahiaations

Rflehg

onference may designate

/..°
l° Jon-governmental organizations invited to the C
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representatives to sit as observers at meetings of the Conference and, as
appropriate, at meetings of its subsidiary organs.

25 Upon the invitation of the presiding officer of the body concerned and
subject to the approval of that body, such observers may make oral statements on
questions in which they have a special competence.

Written statements
 

fiule SO
 

Written statements submitted by the designated representatives referred to
in rules hh to hQ shall be distributed by the secretariat to all delegations in
the quantities and in the languages in which the statements are made available
to the secreteriut for distribution, provided that a statement submitted on behalf
or a non overhmeutul organization is on a subject in which it has a special
competence and is related to the work of the Conference.

CHAPTER X

fiNLJDLEflT OR STSPEJSIOJ OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE

Method of amendment
 

.0 51

'hese rules may be amended by a decision of the Conference upon recommendation
of the General Committee.

dethod of suspensigg
 

Jule Q2

These rules may be suspended by a decision of the ConferenceJ provided that
2% hours notice of the motion for suspension has been given, which may be waived
if no representative objects; subsidiary organs may9 by their own decisions,»
waive rules pertaining to them. Any suspension shall be limited to a specific
and stated purpose and to the period required to achieve it.


