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THE
BEI JI NG MASSACRE
The brutal suppression of the pro-denpcrac
whi ch no "governnent |eader in Mla
CHEE BENG
y movenent in China is of human rights conoem
ysia should warn its citizens not to comment on, says TAN
he June 4 nassacre of pro-
denocracy denonstrators
by the regine in China
shocked the whole world. Wile
nost peopl e had expected that the
seven-week | ong student protest
in Tiananmen would end with
some forms of repression by the
regi me, no one had expected that
the hard-line | eaders in Beijing
woul d actually order soldiers to
shoot at unarned civilians.
Arrmour ed vehicles were used to
crush the tents of the students, and
it was reported that sone students
were crushed too. The brutality was
unprecedented. Even in the context
of Chinese history, the June 4
massacre w ||l undoubtedly be
renenbered as one of the nost
brutal crinmes commtted by the
rul ers against the ruled. No one
knows how many were killed and
the figures reported ranged froma
few hundred to a few t housand.
Nevert hel ess the brutality corn-
mtted by the regi ne was unde-
ni abl e, and i ndeed w tnessed by
people fromall over the world.
Wirse still, the arrogant |eaders
in Beijing had added salt to the
wound by rounding up protestors
and di ssidents. The pro-denocracy
patriots are now | abell ed counter-
revol utionaries. Wile the govern-
ment nmay bring about order
through political suppression and
force, the oppression will un-
doubtedly further w den the gap
bet ween t he governnent and the
peopl e and breed bitterness and
hatred. How |l ong can such a
government | ast?
The regime in Beijing was
responsi ble for the senseless killing
of students and ot her peaceful pro-
denocracy protesters. In particul ar
the hard-line | eaders behind the
massacre, nhamely suprene | eader
Deng Xi aoping, Prem er Li Peng
and the former general Yang Shang-
kun, should be held responsi bl e.
They now rank anmong the wor st
tyrants in Chinese history. Al-
though the | arge-scal e pro-denocra-
cy protests were staged after the
death of the reform st ex-party
chief Hu Yaoban, it was actually
the cul mination of the canpaign
for freedom and denocracy by
both intellectuals and studehts in
the last few years. In fact, 10 years
back t he Chi nese governnent had
al ready begun to clanp dQAD.0.n



pr o- denocracy canpai gns. ' The

then fanous di ssident Wi Jing-
sheng was jailed for pro-denocracy
witings. He is still behind bars.
Last year a video filmentitled

He Shang (The Tragedi es of the

Ri ver) was produced by a numnber

of scholars. It surveys the tragedies
suffered by the Chi nese people
fromthe ancient past to the
present, and calls for econom ¢ and
political reforms. The intellectuals
call for denocracy. The 220-m nute
long video (in two tapes) becane a
controversy, and Zhao Ziyang (th.
noderate | eader who had just 105
power during the recent crackdown
of the pro-denocracy protestors)
was reported to have wel coned the
vi deo while the hardliners were
against it.

Earlier this year, a group of

prom nent witers and scholars in
Chi na even signed a joint petition
to call for freedom of speech and
denocracy. This was a very signi-
ficant devel opnment.

This year coincides with the
seventi eth anniversary of the My-
Fourth Movenent which was an

i mportant novenent |led by intel-
Students in a makeshift tent on Ti anannen Square print the denocracy
nmessage



 ectual s and students for socio-
cultural reforms and for bringing
about a dignified nodern China.

The anni versary which fell on My
4, provided pro-denocracy schol ars
and students a great inspiration to
demand for political reformns.

I ndeed there was a nass protest on
the day of the anniversary, al-

t hough denpnstrati ons had al ready
begun after the death of Hu Yao-
ban on April 15.

The peaceful denpnstrations of

the students had the support of the
masses. This reflects the w despread
di ssatisfaction with the econonic
and political conditions of China.
Inflation had becone very serious
and affected everyone. Corruption
and nepoti sm had become so

ranpant and this angered many
peopl e. The patriotic ones were

P cerned with the future of the
try. The underlying problemis

that Deng Xi opi ng who pushed for

noderni zation was only willing to
al l ow some |iberal economc
policies but has been unwilling to

allow political reforns. He fails to
realize that |l nodernization" is not
possi bl e wi t hout some basic
political refornms |ike allow ng free-
dom of speech and the rule of |aw
to check nepotism corruption, and
m suse of power. He does not want
political reforms because he and his
clique want to hold on to absol ute
power .

The massacre was nost tragic

and barbaric. By all accounts the
students’ protest was orderly and
peaceful . They did not seek to over-
throw the governnent. They only
want ed the government to agree to
bring about sonme basic reforns to
al l ow greater freedom of speech

rule of law rather than rule by |aw,
and neani ngful participation of the
people in the governing of the
country. They wanted a sincere

di al ogue. How coul d a gover nnent

whi ch governed in the nane of the
peopl e refuse to have a dialogge with
the millions of citizens who had
expressed the wish to have one?
Unfortunately the | eaders in Beijing
preferred viol ent suppression of the
peaceful protest to having a peace-
ful dialogue. In so doing the regine
had not only killed its own young

A peaceful denonstration nteets unprecedented brutality in Beijing
citizens, it had actually brought

di sgrace to itself, and indeed it had
lost its mandate to rule in the nane
of the people.

What the students had done was

very significant for they sought
political reforns through peacefu
means. By crushing the peacefu
protest through the sheer force of
brutality, the Beijing regine had



cl osed the gate of peaceful politica
change. It is nost sad if reformns
beconme possible only through

vi ol ent neans. Do the people in

Chi na have to continue to suffer

one tragedy after another, not able
to lift thensel ves from poverty and
oppression, as depicted in the video
filmHe Shang?

It is inmportant to note that the
pro- denmocracy protest was not

nerely due to dissatisfaction with
econoni c conditions. It was actual -
Iy an unprecedented canpaign for
political reforns. |Indeed, despite
two mmjor revolutions in nodern

Chi nese history, the feudalistic
political structure has persisted.
Each dynasty (reginme) was replaced
by a nore tolerable one until the



new regi ne becane too oppressive
and | ost the mandate to rule and
was eventual ly replaced by another
regi me. China has yet to have a
nodem denocratic politica

system Until today it has yet to
have the rule of law. Wat the

Chi nese call gual taozhuyt or bu-
reaucratl smremai ns a serious
problem giving rise to corruption
and nepotism Freedom of speech
has never becone an institution.
whet her under the inperial system
or under comuni st rule. The pro-
denocracy protesters mnerely
denmanded t hat the governnent

prom se to initiate neani ngful
changes to bring about politica
reforms to curb absolute rule,
nepoti sm and corruption.

The pro-denpcracy canpai gn

of fered a gol den opportunity for
the Chi nese governnent to take
steps to bring about nodern politi-
cal governance and in the long run
to ensure political stability and
econom ¢ devel opment. By reject-
ing political reforns, the govern-
nent has | ost public confidence.

It has lost its legitimacy by the
very act of massacre and subse-
qguent rule by oppression. |ndeed

hi story may show that the June 4
nmassacre was the begi nning of the
end of a dynasty. The massacre has
exposed the nyth of |iberal and
benevol ent rule. It has unmasked
an oppressive reginme. It rem nds us
of an anci ent Chi nese saying, that
tyranny is fiercer than a tiger.
Internationally China will not be
the same after the June 4 incident.
In the past few governments were
willing to exam ne the human rights
violations in China in the interest of
mai nt ai ni ng good rel ati ons bet ween
the countries. The June 4 massacre
had forced a nunber of govern-
ments to criticize the Chinese
government, al beit cautiously.

O course not all governments
criticized the Beijing reginme. For
sone this was because they were
keen on preserving good rel ations
with the regine. The | ess denocra-
tic governments are not synpathe-
tic towards the demand for reforns
and so find thensel ves nore on the
side of the Beijing regine. As for
i ndi vi dual s, those who have or want
to cultivate business interests in
Tyranny |s fiercer than a tiger: V
Deng wi th grandson

he' r

Sowi ng’ the seed of denobcracy: A
student falls

China are reluctant to criticize the
Beijing regime, and may even be
gl ad that the pro-denocracy protest
was suppressed. The hard-1ine
leftists may still support the Beijing



regi me even though the nyth of

Chi na as a good communi st node

has been di scredited. However the
majority of the people all over the
worl d are outraged with the bruta-
ity committed by the governnent

of Chi na.

Human rights issues are every-

onei s issues, not bounded by
political borders. No governnent

can kill its own citizens and forbid
foreigners to protest, claimng it to
be an internal affair.

Simlarly no government | eader

in Mal aysia should warn its citizens
not to comrent on the June 4
nassacre in Beijing, claimng it to
be the internal affair of China.
Human rights violation, whether it
is conmitted by Israel against the
Pal esti nians or by the Chinese
government against its citizens is an
international issue. It is a noral

i ssue which concerns every living
soul, irreSpective of race, religion-
and nationality. OF course in a
multi-ethnic country Iike Ml aysi a,
it is inportant that both the
government | eaders and the public
510 not comunal i ze human rights

i ssues.

We in Mal aysia are fortunate to

have a fairly denocratic politica
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structure established at the th.f

| ndependence. Unlike the people in
Chi na who are fighting to have one,
we are trying to defend what we

have from further erosion as a
result of increasing executive do-

m nance. The | esson which we can
learn fromthe recent events in
China is that it is not easy to bring
about a denocratic political struc-
ture, nor is it easy to bring back
one whi ch has been lost. Let us
continue to uphold freedom justice
and denocracy.

Lastly we call upon the govern-

ment in China to stop persecuting
the pro-denocracy | eaders and
protesters. W also call upon the
Chi nese governnent to rel ease al
students and political detainees. In
fact by stopping all persecutio

i ntroduci ng some reforms,

Chi nese governnment can help to

ease tension not only in China but

al so gl obal ly.

As for those pro-denocracy

fighters who were killed, they had
not died in vain. The seed of
denocracy has been sown and wil |
grow. What had just happened in
China confirns the concl uding
remarks in He Shang: the charac-
teristics of autocratic politics is that
it is mysterious, dictatorial and
arbitrary; the characteristics of
denocratic politics is that it is
open, according to the will of the



peopl e and scientific. O



SHUFFLI NG OF CARDS

The bid for Multi-Purpos’ e Hol di ngs Bhd
al aysi ans were nmi sl ed down the dead-end of racialismwhile the politicians and their bus
ness

ssoci ates laughed all the way to the bank, says K J. KHOO i n exposi ng the behind-the-scen
es

dealings in the takeover of MPHB

al aysi an Chi nese were

Mreated to a |l esson in

t akeovers, so-called Il hos-

wt and Il friendly" bids, and

[l te knightsll in April and May
this year. Hune Industries and
Kamunti ng joi ned Mil ti-Purpose

: Hol di ngs Bhd (MPHB) as house-

hol d nanes. Passions were aroused
and racial pride was of fended.
Accusations and runours abound-

ed. Ailweh versus Ilthem, attitude
was fostered virtually to the point
eof ttdo-or-diel, daring-do.

In such an at nosphere, no one
thought to pause for breath and

ask: What are the facts?

MPHB and KSM wer e vul nerabl e

to a takeover bid because of plain
m smanagenent and t he scandal ous
behavi our of sone nanagers of

KSM - many of them | eaders and
Lassoci ates of the MCA - who
enbezzl ed the hard-earned noney

rdi nary worki ng people or

i roperly loaned it out to friends
and associates. This was sinmply part
of the fall-out fromthe Deposit-
Taki ng Cooperatives scandal of

three years ago.

On April 12, Hune Industries
announced its intention to take

over MPHB. The MCA, despite Ling
Liong Sile pledge two years ago to
keep politics and business separate,
swiftly reacted by declaring the bid
Il hostilell and hinted that the
ultimate beneficiary of the takeover
bi d woul d be an UWMNO-r el at ed
conpany or individuals. The

rumours circul ated were | ess reser-
ved, claimng outright that HUME
was merely a tool, that the rea

t akeover was com ng from UVNO

rel ated sources. ,

r This objection would have been
valid if the MCA was prepared to
take the stand that no politica
party shoul d be engaged in busi-
ness. But the MCA could not do so

i n good conscience. Wthout such a
principle, the MCA really could not
obj ect to anyone, whether UWNO
related or not, :making abid to take
over MPHB. Businesses, after all

are always on the | ook-out for
opportunities for a good buy.

MPHB was a good buy, and its
financial difficulties exposed it to a
takeover. If the MCA did not want
MPHB to be taken over, it should
have ensured that KSM and MPHB

were properly managed. It cannot

do so by asking for tlprotectionl



from nornal busi ness practices.

But let us grant that Chinese
feelings were involved: MPHB is
seen as sone kind of synbol of

Chi nese econom c strength, even
though the vast ngjority of Chinese
have no stake in it at all. Thus, if
the rumour was true, it would have
shown great insensitivity on

UWQA s part.

So, what was the basis for the
runour? Sinply that Hume | ndus-
tries had recently obtained a $500
mllion contract to supply materials
to PLUS, the UEM subsidiary set

up for the NorthSouth H ghway
project. Since it is a requirenent of
the contract with UEM that al
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conpani es given large contracts for
the North-South H ghway project
shoul d have 30 per cent Bum putera
ownership, it was assuned that

Hunme woul d restructure and give

30 per cent to a bum putera indivi-
dual or concern. In fact, even if
Hunme fell under this requirenent,
Hong Leong, Hunels parent, would
still control Hume because the

ot her maj or sharehol der, a Danish
conpany, has al ways gone al ong

wi th Hong Leong. Furthernore,
Hunel s proposed bid, if accepted,
woul d have resulted in MPHBI s

shar ehol ders col |l ectively hol ding
about 47 per cent of Hune, with
KSM al one controlling one-half of

t hat .

By this reckoning, it would

appear that MCA did not really
have much to scream about. But
screamit did, whipping up enp-
tions and turning the matter into
yet another ethnic issue. It
succeeded - many Ml aysi an

Chi nese forgot all about the ms-
deeds that led to the takeover bid
in the first place.

Havi ng whi pped up enoti ons,

MCA then pulled the rabbit out of
the hat just two days before polling
day in Bentong. On May , 11

anot her conpany, Kanunti ng,

made an offer to buy up KSM s
assets. The MCA i medi ately wel -
coned this as a Ilfriendly bid?
Kamunting was cast as a llwhite
knightll. The MCA proudly clainmed
credit for turning back Hunels
attenpt to get MPHB. It seened



that .the MCA had fulfilled its

pl edge to give back every dollar to
KSM s depositors. MPHB apparent -

Iy remains a synbol, although
sonewhat tarnished, of Chinese

i nterests and busi ness acumnen.

| ndeed, everything appears just
fine. But again, let us |ook at the
facts.

Who is Kamunting? Kanunting

is owned by Seri Angkasa Sdn Bhd,

a conpany mgjority-owned by

Dat uk Li m Ah Tam al i as Li m Bok
Yeng and his famly, mainly his
son Lim Thian Kiat. Kanunting

hol ds the concession for the tol
operations at the Jal an Kuchi ng-
Jal an Kepong i nt erchange near

Kual a Lunpur, which brings in an
esti mated $50, 000 a day.

Curiously, while Hurme was

suspect because of the contract
with PLUS, Kanmuntingls tol
concessi on has not caused the
slightest flutter. Instead, Kanun-
ting has been enbraced like a | ong
| ost brother.

But the matter gets curiouser

and curiouser. Barely a year ago,
the 1ZAsian Wall Street Joural |l of
May 31, 1988 had a | ong report on
the Jal an Kuchi ng-Jal an Kepong
privatisation and the dealings of
Seri Angkasa and Kamunting. That
report makes fascinating,if distress-
i ng, reading.

Seri Angkasa, Kamuntingls

owner, emerged in that report as a
conpany with quite a history,

i nvol ving $2 conpani es, lots of
share shuffling and | ots of connec-
tions.

Seri Angkasa was forned in

Decenmber 1981 by the Limfamly

as a $2 conpany. It did nothing
until May 1984 when 999, 998 new

$1 shares were allocated to three
parties: Triple Event Sdn Bhd (30
per cent), Datuk Abdul Ghan

Abdul Manap (35 per cent) and a
conpany called Sri Alu Sdn Bhd

(35 per cent).

Triple Event, which | ater chang-

ed its nane to Triple Construction
was 35 per cent owned by the Lim
fam ly, while Datuk Abdul Ghani is
a longtime fam |y associ ate.

The day after the shares were

all ocated, Datuk Lims son, Lim
Thian Kiat, and Datuk Abdul Ghani
joined Seri Angkasals board. So did
Jal an Kuchi ng-Jal an Kepong Tol | -Col | ection : Seri
coll ect $50,000 a day for the next 16 years
Abdul Wahab Zai nuddi n and

Hassan Abas.

Wahab Zai nuddin is Finance

M ni st er Dai m Zai nuddi nl s br ot her
and has been a sharehol der or
director in a nunber of companies
associated with Daim He was a
trustee sharehol der and director in

Angkasa wil |



Daza Hol di ngs Sdn Bhd, the

conpany that held the Daim
famlyls stake in UMBC until it was
sold in late 1986.

Hassan Abas, an accountant, had
wor ked for Dai mat Perenba Bhd

and played a role in conpanies
associated with the Daimfamly
and UMNO

Wahab and Hassan were the
representatives of Sri Alu Sdn Bhd
on Seri Angkasals board. Sri Au
was anot her $2 conpany, the

shares being held by Wahab and
Hassan.

Sri Aluls registered office was
Dainfs | 4th-floor office in the
Hong Kong & Shanghai Bank Buil d-
ing in Kuala Lunpur. Its conpany
secretaries then were Wan Rohayah
Wan Hassan and Engku Naii mah

Engku Enbong, two wonen who

had simlar roles in several Daim
and UMNCeassoci at ed conpani es

ncl udi ng Hati budi Sdn Bhd, the
trustee conpany through which
UWNO control s UEM

6

Tenders for the Jal an Kuching-

Jal an Kepong project were called
on Aug 9, 1984. Reportedly,

seven conpani es subm tted bids.

In April 1985, the Wirks Mnistry
awarded it to Seri Angkasa, a
conpany that had never done any
busi ness, because apparently it was
the tlnmost suitable? In announcing
the award, M nister of Wrks Sany
Vel lu said that Seri Angkasa was
the only one to submt a plan to
upgrade Jal an Kuching to six |anes
and offered the shortest toll-

col l ection period. The toll-collec-
tion period has since been extended
Si xteen years.

On obtaining the award

Angkasa went | ooking for construc-
tion expertise and noney. By
August 1985, it obtai ned govern-
ment permni ssion to subcontract the
entire project to Japanls Mtsu
Construction Conpany.

Seri Angkasa then arranged
financing for the project. On Cct
30, 1985, it signed a | oan agree-
ment with the Singapore branch of
Uni on Bank of Switzerland. On

Nov 6, it obtained a guarantee from
Mal ayan Banking for this |oan. As
security, Seri Angkasa assigned its
toll-collection rights to Ml ayan
Banki ng, with proceeds to be held
in a special account at the bank

M



Mal ayan Banki ngl s guar ant ee was
al so secured by personal guarantees
of Seri Angkasals directors at the
time: Datuk Lim his son Lim
Thian Kiat, Datuk Abdul Ghani and
Hassan Abas.

Al t hough Wahab Zai nuddi n had
resigned as a director, of Ser
Angkasa on July 2, 1985, he al so
gave a personal guarantee to

Mal ayan Banki ng, indicating his
conti nued backing fOr, if not
continuing interest a in, the
conpany. Sri Alu, owned by

Wahab and Hassan, and Triple
Construction i ssued corporate
guarantees to Mal ayan Banki ng as
wel | .

In 1986 and 1987, Seri Angkasa
continued to juggle its board and
its sharehol ding structure. On Jan
1, 1986, Mohamed Amir Mohaned

Sen i becane a director. Mha-
NQAmM r is Dai m Zai nuddi nl s

nep ew.

By m d-1986, Seri Angkasak
sharehol ders, Triple Construction
and Sri Alu, had transferred their
regi stered offices to the Perenba
Bui | di ng. The sane buil di ng housed
the registered offices of UWNO s
Fl eet Group as well as sone
conpani es associated with Daims
famly

At the sane time, there was a
shuffl e of sharehol ders. Datuk
Abdul Gnhani sold his 35 per cent
in Seri Angkasa to Tjin Sdn Bhd,
not her $2 conpany. Tjinls two
;hares were held by Lim Thian
(iat and a conpany secretary.
[jin apparently bought Datuk
tbdul Ghanils shares at the origina
f $1 a share

_n after toll collection began

1 early 1987, Sri Ale 35 per cent
1213 transferred to a new conpany
:all ed Kencana Mewah Sdn Bhd,

"et anot her $2 company. The

har ehol ders of Kencana Mewah

Jere Mohaned Yahya Ali, an
xecutive of Kamunting, and

thmad Ri ad Mohanmed Khir, a

usi nessnan from Kedah.

These changes left the Lim

1mly controlling directly or in-
irectly 65 per cent of Ser

i ngkasa. i.

Next Seri Angkasa bought
ublicly-listed Kamunting from
gover nment - owned Mal aysi an

M ni ng Corporation (MVC). In
August 1987, Kamunting announ-
ced an agreenent to acquire Ser
Angkasa,s toll concession in
exchange for Kanunting shares,
giving Seri Angkasa nmjority owner-
ship of Kamunting. This was very
qui ckly approved by the rel evant
government authorities.

In Decenber 1987, Seri Angkasa



obtained a $67.5 mllion |l oan from
Mal ayan Banki ng. Al though Wahab

Zai nuddi n no | onger had any overt
interests in the conpany, he
continued to give his backing and
hel ped to secure the | oan by giving
a personal guarantee. Persona

guar antees were given as well by
Mohamed Amir, Daims nephew,

and the other directors of Seri
Angkasa, nanely the two Lins,

Dat uk Abdul Ghani and Mohaned

" Yahya.

VWiile the Limfanmly has since
stated that it bought out the Daim
relativesi interest several years ago
Seri Angkasal s | atest records show
that as of Cctober 1988, Mhaned
Amir was still a director of the
conpany. The Limfamly say that

the files are out of date.

In any case, what is the neaning

of all this bewldering shuffling?
Not hi ng nore and nothing | ess than

a multiracial bunch of businessnen
with political connections and
politicians with business associates
shuffling the cards so that it turns
up right for them In this case, Seri
Angkasa ends up with control of

MPHB. And, the MCA clains the

credit of having fulfilled its prom se
to KSM depCSitA S and to having
saved MPHB.

This, then, is the story of
Karmunting and Seri Angkasa, the
ttwhite knightll that has cone to
the rescue of KSM approved by the
MCA as ttfriendlyll because it safe-
guards the interests of the Chinese.
The interests of the Chinese?

Not by any stretch of the inagi na-
tion. More like the interests of the
politicians and their business asso-
ciates. Wiile these people are quite
capabl e of transcending race, they
have few qual ns about m sl eadi ng

us down the dead-end of racialism
even as they laugh all the way to

t he bank.

The facts, it turns out, point to

a conclusion quite different from
what has been reported in our |oca
press. The facts do give reason for
grave disquiet and concern, but not
for the same reasons as have been

so widely reported and runoured.

The facts, should teach us not to
trust politicians who play on race
and drive home the | esson we

shoul d all have | earnt by now.

The | esson: we should learn to

say iiNOP, to all this evil talk of
racial unity and racial interests.
We should realise that the only rea
interest, the only real unity the
conmon peopl e of Ml aysia have is
one that transcends racial bounda-
ries. The only real interest and the
only real cause is the one for
denocracy and accountability,



agai nst corruption and noney
politics. O
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RELI G ON

LI VING RELI G ON

Rel i gi on nmust be dynami c and
relevant to our daily lives
otherwise it will stagnate or

decay into obsol escence,

writes GERARD KCE.

he founders of all great reli-

| gions were nmen of profound
under st andi ng of what was

essential and vital for man to 'live
har moni ously. They were radicals

in this sense - radical meaning,
their ability to grasp the very
trootsi and essentials for manls
ultimate fulfilnment. They knew
often through divine enlighten-
ment, what it took to bring happi-
ness, meani ng and purpose to nmanls
exi stence. They had a vision of a
better world where manki nd woul d

be able to live in truth, justice,
freedom and | ove and where sin,
hatred and sel fi shness woul d cease
to be the order of the day. For this
vision to becone a reality, they
realised it was essential for indivi-
duals as well as societies to change
their values, attitudes, thinking and
behavi ouri al patterns.

So they presented alternative

val ues and worked’ energetically to
tell people about the change of
heart so vital for the transfornmation
of the world and humanity. They
chal | enged people to examine their
lives and devel op their hunan
potential, and at the same tinme, to
work at elimnating negativity, bad
habits, wong attitudes and val ues.
These religious | eaders had as

their starting point, the notion of
God as iall loving, all just and al
forgiving.a God, they believed, had
a plan for mankind, where there
woul d be | ove,justice, freedom and
solidarity anmong all. This notion of
God and the ensuing relationship
drove themto work in order to
real i se Godls plan/purpose.

Anot her feature common in al

the great religious founders was
that they always net with opposia
tion fromestablished powers,

whet her religious or political
Buddha was constantly harassed by
narr ow m nded bi gots, who were
preoccupi ed with superstition and
established rituals. Jesus too faced
the wath of the Saducees and
teachers of the | aw who wi el ded
both religious and political power.
The Prophet Mhammad en-

count ered maj or opposition when

he tried to unite the Arab tribes
into the belief of the One True

God, and when he tried to in-
troduce social and religious re-
fornms. Al of them had a profound

i npact on ordinary people because

of their sinmplicity and the depth of



their message.

The history and evol ution of al
great religions however, revea

many simlar characteristics in
terms of nonments of initia
intensity and fervour; great expane
sion and growth in nunbers;

nmonent s of conpl acency, laxity,
superficiality and decline; self-
criticismand a return to the origins;
and reformand revitalisation.

The 20th century has seen nany
attacks against religion in general
Superstition, nyths of the super-
natural, |egends of nysterious
occurances often found in religion
have been thoroughly discredited
Wth the advent of science and
rationalism In the process, religion
has often been made to | ook |ike an
out - dated system of beliefs held by
the weak. ignorant and those

wi thout any intellectual inclina-
tions. These attacks have in genera
drawn three proninent types of
responses, each with their own
pecul i ar psychol ogi cal and soci a
consequences on both individuals t
and soci eti es.

Conservati ve Response

The conservative: tend to be
backward, refusing to see how the
external challenges to religion are in
fact an invitation to growh, a
return tO the essentials. Those in
this category generally discreg

i nfluences outside their reli n
with various allegations ranging
fromthat of being inspired by the

devil, marxist-oriented or that they
are an attenpt to water down
religion by those whose noral |ives

are | oose and perm ssive. Their

i medi ate reaction is to stop these
i nfluences fromaffecting their owh
establ i shed norns anti system of

t hought, even to the point of
cracki ng down on their nenbers.
Authority is often intensified and
those having different ideas are
treated with great suspicion and
sonetines told to tconform or get
outl. In an attenpt to curb devia-
tions fromorthodoxy, all teaching
must be seen to be officially
sanctioned by the rehgi ous’ aw
rities and critical thinking i It
encour aged.

Wil e the conservative approach
brings a certain degree of discipline
and uniformity, it causes stagnation
in thought and with time, becones
irrelevant and devoi d of meaning
for those facing the chall enges of
nodern tinmes. Religion then be-
cones unneani ngful and separated
fromthe realities of life.
Fundanent al i st Response

The fundanental i st response has
many simlarities with the conser-
vative response. Fundanmentalists



are essentially persons obsessed



with certain tenets of a particular
religion (often tenets are seen in
rel ati onship to the overall view of
that particular religion) and who
gai n psychol ogi cal consol ati on and
security fromslinging slavishly to
these tenets. Those nost prone to
fundanental i sm are the confused;
frustrated and those fed-up with
the tensions of |life and who | ack
neaning in life; those who are
disillusioned with their jobs, es-
tablished religion, exploitation,

di srupted famly life, studies,

br oken rel ati onshi ps, etc.

in their desperation to find
stability they sonetinmes 'short
circuit’ this search for neani ng by
seeki ng instant answers in funda-
mental i sm They seek answers that
are authoritative, punchy and cl ear
cut - "believe this and all your

p’ enms willbe solved or you'l

f total happiness’, etc. This,
coupl ed with the need totbel ong

and identify am dst their |oneliness
and desperation nmakes fundanent a-
lisman easy way out. It is no
wonder that the young are nost

vul nerabl e to fundanmental i sm

A prom nent characteristic of
fundanmentalismis the lelitisti
notion that only those who subs-
scribe to a particular set of beliefs
will be saved and others will be
damed. This notion is nisleading
because no one religion can nake
the arrogant clai mof having the
nmonopoly of the TRUTH to

l'ifeis answers.

Anot her characteristic of
fundanentalismis the slavish adhe-
rence to a pre-determ ned code of

[" hich includes style of dress
food, usage of catch phrases,

styl es of worship, reactions against
certain socially acceptabl e norns,
unswerving fidelity to the cult, etc.
Al this is aimed at distinguishing
and isolating the believers fromthe
unbel i evers. Thus, the nore one
keeps slavishly to these rules, the
nore one i s assured of salvation.
Consequently, their notion of spiri-
tual maturity is when the believer
not only subscribes to the beliefs
but begins spreading the faith andis
actively involved in proselytisation
Fundamentalismis often de-

tached fromreality and in sone
ways is an over-sinplistie escapist
solution to the conflicts and
tensions evident in society.
"Whol i stic Response

The third and wholistic response
essentially sees religion in relation
to what is happening around us. It
views religion as evolutionary a
goi ng through a continuous process
of discovery, reflection, analysis
and growth. It rejects the static



notion that the truths of any one
religion have all been reveal ed at
various points of history and that
these truths (as in the ease of

Judai sm Christianity and |slan)
cannot be interpreted in any other
way. The wholistic approach be-
lieves that just as man’s intellectua
dynam sm and capacity for under-
standing grows with tine, so too

his ability to delve nore into or
even beyond these teachings or
reveal ed truths.

In this response, God is not

static, nor detached from human
activity, but rather is seen as dyna-
mc and actively responsible for
bringing about Itruth’ in this world.
They see CGod as constantly guidi ng
and notivating man to devel op and
deepen the quality of his life, his
rel ationship,-in short every di nen-
sion of humanity. Wth this under-
standing of man and of God, it is
not surprising therefore that those
of this category see changes and
chal | enges taking place in this world
not so much as threats to establish-
ed beliefs, but rather as invitations
to growth. They regard growth as

a product of confronting Herisis in
an open reflective prayer. It is
typical for progressives in this
category to face rejection and

ant agoni sm from est abl i shed
religious authorities, especially
those conservative in nature,
because they are seen as a threat to
est abl i shed ways of doing things or
t hi nki ng.

The wholistie response enphasi -

ses the promotion of the quality of
human and social living nore than
dogmas and doctrine. in regarding
life as a process of growh and
devel opnent, it aligns itself with
any novenent or activity that
enhances human potential and

rel ati onships, fostering of justice
and hurman dignity, etc Simlarly,

it rejects all that is corrupt and evil,
oppressive and exploitative. It is
qui ck to recognise truth wherever
truth is found and is open to the

wi sdom found in other religious
traditions.

Change 01’ Die

Religion, if it is to survive the
crisis of the 20th Century, nust be
able to detach fromirrel evant

| accidentals’ and return to its

| essential sl. These essential s nust
play a vital role in bringing nea-

ni ng, purpose, harnony and

happi ness to nanl s exi stence.

Unless religion is able to do this, it
will suffer the same fate as other
human institutions that have cone
and gone once as a result of corrup-
tion, and spiritual and intellectua
bankruptcy. Then perhaps the



fourth type of response to religion,
whi ch has not been nentioned, wll
occur. Religion will be discarded
and abandoned by the com ng
generations. The chall enge that
stands for every other hunan en-
deavour stands true for religion too
..... progress or stagnate change
or decay. O

oNLY; LIES NEED TO

D BY

Wtruth aipfwdo W
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LETTERS

We wel cone letter! fromreaders. Letter: can be olther In Endloll orthue
Mal aysi a. Then letters may be edited to! autum of woe. Ind daflty. The
view may not be than of the Allnn Monthly. Paeudonynl ate |oonmed but
all letter: should include the witer’s nanme and addi ng. Lotte" ehoul d
preteubly be typewitten with doubl e-epeelnqg: if handwitten they should
be | Ible.

Let hon shoul d be addrend to the Edltov, Aliun Mnthly, P20. Box 1040,
10830 Penang, Mal aysi a.

CALLI NG ALL gYES- EMBLYMEN F ROM

SABAH

Dear Menber of Parliament

e are witing to you to express our

concern as Mran nenbers and citizens in

Sabah. For the past few years, Sabah has

experi enced numerous problenms, and yet, there has

hardly been any Sabah MP who has spoken on due

hues in Parlianment. Al elected Menbers of Parlia-

ment, it is your duty to speak on our behalf. It is

al so your responsibility to find out the problens

faced by the people and consult them before

maki ng | stand on any issue brought up in Parlb

2. Education: Here again, thence ’

. Roads: The condition of ma

4. Electricity rates.

these areas.

facilities especinlly in runl- ME It M

nost shocking thatfimchl||] oel m

bui | dhl gof schookmmot ndl ndyet

di sgraceful. Many of the run! M? 7

kanponpat ei npal eabl e nmoltof htfli ue’

t he hnporunt r oedsl hnkhuhewu- m

very often in a continuous ume

The term ue ..’

hi gher than Wet Mal eyel a. yett herem

Some of the intact that we strongly feel should

be brought up in Pathanment by you are the follow interruptions in supply
lug: W strongl yurgeyout oheueqondbl e

f Par | hment andepeekupont huen 1

1. Health. There in still a great |ack of adequate o a

basi ¢ nedical facilitiee and services. For instance. issues in futute parliamentary leulo
nl

the distribution of doctor: is heavily biased Yours dneetely

agai nst the rural areas although cholera, typ hold 5.7

and mal aria remain no: health probl enew ALWWVEMBERS m

ANTI - SMOKI NG

11 recent issues of Aliran, you have

| highlighted the conpanies that have

associated witlf South Africa. Ampng

the conpani es nmenti oned was Rot h-

mans.

It is regretted that our Mal aysi an

government has not taken any action

agai nst these conpanies. As fox those

who still snoke, they should be aware

that Rot hmans Mal aysia not only sells

Rot hmans cigarettes but also the foll ow

i ng brands: -

Dunhi |

Pe ter Stu y vescen t

Mal bor o

Perill vy

m u’

URGENe

Martins

Consul at e

Wi te Horse

Virginia CGold

St. Mritz

It will be better if snokers stop

snoki ng conpl etely not only because of



heal th reasons but al so because the other
two bi g conpani es have multi-nationa
control. The Mal aysi an Tobacco Cor po-

ration is still maiority owned by British
Ameri can Tobacco and R J Reynolds is
still 100% owned by an American

conpany.

DR TEOH SOONG KEE

Mal ayszan Medi cal Assocation

Kual a Lunpur
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SEEI NG THE MOTE I N THE

EYES OF OTHERS

he M ni atex of Education has

| seen it fit to hit out at the

Bar Council for the latter’

al | eged uirresponsi bl e" conduct In
citing the Lord President 1’ 0!
contenmpt of court. In the nD
breath, he also | anbasted the B"
for its failure to serve the needs 0!
the poor and negl ected sections 01
the popul ation. Like Don Qui xote.
he once again loudly trunpets the
cel ebrated cause of the masses - |
cause to which he hinself has in no
vi sible way contributed positively.
The M nister would be well



advised to put his own di sorgani sed
house in order first before; rem nd-
ing others of their duties and
responsibilities. It is wdely recogni-
sed that education is the nost
effective neans of serving the |ong-
terminterests of the illiterate and
the poor of society. Education is

the best solution to the nyriad

prbbl ens that are comonly

associated with the poor and the
underprivil eged. The M nister has
failed mserably to recogni se the
vicious |link that connects the poor

and uneducated in a third world
country like Malaysia. Instead, he

has nmost successfully indulged in
hitting out wildly at the Bar

Council. This is like the Ml ay saying,
i i Kuman di seberang hut kel i hatan,
tetapi gaiah di bibir mata tidak kelihat-
no!

The M nistry of Education has

to date been unable to devise and

ef fectively inplenent a nationa
programe of adult education,

reaching out to both the rural and
urban poor. It is easy for the

M ter to criticize the Bar Counci

| s alleged failings vis-a-vis the

'3 t and uneducated majority.

VWhat, if | may ask, has the Mnister
done towards providing better
educational facilities in the Felda
schenmes, for the Tami| schools in
rubber estates and Chi nese schools in
new vil | ages?

Asa former English-1anguage teacher

in a Felda schene, one of the nost
stri king observations | can nmake is
the sorry state of the facilities
provi ded by the Mnistry of Educa-
tion. The schools remain in a state

of neglect: the libraries are so poor-
|y stocked and shoddiiy maintained
that the students have- no interest in
going to it except to while away

their free periods. Mst of 'the
sports and games equi pnent were
unusabl e and teaching-ai ds were
sorely hcking. Little wonder, that
pupils preferred to stay at honme to
hel p their parents earn extra

no ey. The free textbooks provid-

Bi’ e torn and tattered and sone

w wrongly recomrended. The

Headmast er was preoccupi ed with beau-
tifying the appearance of the schoo
rather than the substance of the educa-
tion provided and, nost of all, the
students attended school not because
they really wanted to but only because
they had to. The above, | believe, is
| red but true reflection of the mpjority
of schools in rural areas.

The M nister of Education

shoul d direct his verbal artillery at
his own mnistry and its state
departnments and correct ’

ienlts and too-nmany-to-nention
weaknesses of the education system



in this country before he picks on
ndies |ike the Bar Council. In 1989,

al I the

32 years after independence, Ml aysia
cannot boast of a sound and well -

est abl i shed education system Too many
weaknesses have been identified in the
KBSR whi ch have yet to be renedied.
Can Mal aysi an parents have any confi -
dence in the KBSMwhile there is still a
dearth of information about it? Perhaps
the isuliti syndrome has pervaded the
M ni stry of Education beyond the

poi nt of redenption. Today KBSM

t omor r ow what ?

The M nister of Education has

much to do if he sincerely hopes to
acconpl i sh anything in the way of

a sound system of education for

this country. Education is the only
means to demolish the in-built
prejudices that still exist anobng the
different races, to reduce the

glaring disparities between the rich
and the poor, to inculcate a respect
for Truth, Justice and Equality and,
nost of all, to serve the long-term
interests of the very people that the
M ni ster of Education so very often
attenpts to chanpion in his nany,

many speeches.

| SI NGH

Kual a Lunpur -

GOVERNMENT AN D

RULI NG PARTY: FAI LURE

TO UNDERSTAND THE

Dl FFERENCE

was very di sgusted and conpletely
baf f| ed when UMNO Batu used

many val uabl e hours of National TV

to cel ebrate the UVNO Anni versary. |
wonder what ot her national resources

t hey used.

The legitimacy of UVNO Batu

cel ebrating this anniversary aside, what
right do they have to use the governnent
and hence the peopl es noney and
resources to celebrate a party affair?
Does UMNO Batu own RTM? | am very
confused; soneone pl ease enlighten mne.
CHLM™

Kual a Lunpur

| SLAM C LAWS TO APPLY

TO NON- MUSLI MB?

he Mal aysi an Consul tative Counci

of Buddhi sm Christianity, Hi ndu-

i smand Si khi sm ( MCCBCHS)

view with grave concern the recent
newspaper reports that certain states
11

(Penang, Kedah and Sel angor) are
proposi ng | egi sl ati ons naki ng non-
Musl i nms subject to punishment for the
of fence of khalwat (close proximty)
commtted with a Miuslim

The MCCBCHS regrets that there was

no prior consultation whatsoever with
the appropriate organisations represent-
ing the non-Islamc religions of Mlaysia.
The proposed laws will have a direct

i mpact and inplication on non-Mislinms



who are hitherto not subject to Muslim

| aw or | aws based upon beliefs peculiar
to Islam The MCCBCHSI position is

and remai ns that general (rimnal |aw

whi ch | egi sl ates of fences for the whole
Mal aysi an soci ety should be based upon
conmon religious val ues.

The MCCBCHS whi | st not condoni ng
imorality questions the legality and
the constitutionality of such laws. It
calls upon the respective State govern-
nents to proceed with greater circumns-
pection and regard for the sensitivities
of adherents of other faiths especially
considering the multi-reiigious and nulti-
raci al character of our country. This is
necessary to dispel all fears and suspi-
cions that the proposed iegislations are
the beginning of a systematic process of
the inplementation of Islamc |aw
generally instead of only to adherents of
the Islamic faith.

The MCCBCHS repeats again what it

has said | oud and cl ear that non-Mislins
do not want to be subjected to Islamc

| aws.

MR JOG NDER SI NGH ( Presi dent)

REV. DR. PA UL TAN CHEE I NG s.f.

(Hon. Secretary)

TORTURE - A TOOL OF

THE SPECI AL BRANCH?

read with heartfelt synmpathy the

i nhumane treatment meted out to

the | SA detai nees. They have to

endure the excruciating pains and nenta
torture during the course of their deten-
tion. The atrocities comitted by

Speci al Branch interrogators are highly
hei nous. The traumati c experience which
they encounter will rankle their mnds
until they die.

The incunbent M nister of Home

Affairs should be fully aware of the

i ni quitous system of interrogation of the
detainees. It fails to conply with inter-
national standards and the Universa

Decl arati on of Human Ri ghts. The

flagrant violation of civilised behaviour is
a crime against humanity.

Al'l peace loving citizens of Ml aysia
shoul d be united and take concerted
action to ensure that justice prevails in
the country. W nust restore the

cardinal virtues - prudence, fortitude,
"1



tenmperance and justice. Hopefully. the
Speci al Branch of Malaysia will not
becore |i ke the "Savak" during the

reign of the late Shah of Iran

FAl ZAN B ARSHAD

Butterworth

RELI G QUS EDUCATI ON

PLEASE

i mone of your ardent readers.

support the view of M Know of

Kota Kinabalu (Aliran Monthly Vol

9:3 - Letters to Editor).

H s view regardi ng KBSM especially

about ttnon-Mislint students being
allowed to study their religion instead of
this so called "Mral Studies?

| was trained at the Mktab Per-

guruan Sultan Abdul yHalim in Sunga

Pet ani, Kedah as a KBSR teacher. W
students had to attend nmoral |ectures for
60 minutes every week fromthe first
senester to the fourth senester in
col | ege.

In the course of these |ectures, our

| ecturer tried to inmpose his religious

Vi ews on us.

Pm a Hi ndu. There were Christians,
Musl i ms and Buddhi sts in our class.

Those of us who don't know much

about our own religion tend to grab and
gat her whatever was said by the |ecturer
and took it as our religious view | say
this because ny friends nerei; rrpeated
the things they had heard fromthe

| ecturer during discussions. | believe in
rei ncarnation and the Law of Karma -
cause and effect. The |lecturer did not.
He said there was only one life, etc. This
i s just one exanple.

Way canit we non-Mislins be given

the opportunity to study our own
religion? 2i war students were given the
right religious education apart from
academ c education, woul d"? they

grow up to becone |oyal. religious,

tol erant, hroadm nded and hard-wor ki ng
peopl e?

Qur lecituor did not followthe

syl l abus. He tal ked about sex, adultery,
petting, etc. very openly in our class
under the topic itMral". He enjoyed
talking about it, it didnit nmake us realize
how wong it is to conmit adultery,
indulge inillicit. sex, etc. | feel it is
waste of tine studying inoral educatioif
under unqualified | ecturers. On the other
handt religiwis education in itself teaches
(me to barium (i F HQZHY.

Thur mm ineh | adies and gentl e-

men in 1 2:2- (.21 liven the men put their
heads 1 ' (.r’ etended to be | ooking
outside i his stories were so

ujuicyii.

He talkml ’voollt the same iisubject”
again and again in our class and other

cl asses too, for weeks on end. Wat an

i moral character we thought he wul

We sat there listening to his "juicy"
stories and got a "C' or "D' for the
whol e senester. Until now, nobody

knows what aiterin he used to grade our



wor k. Moral education is a big bluff!
Teachers wal k into (classes and waste
students’ tinme because they thensel ves
| ack knowl edge and net hodol ogy to
teach it effectively.

GSM

Kel ang

J assiea: victlfn of indecision
POOR JASSICA ..........

am deeply disturbed by the in-

deci sion of the Syariah Appeal Court

in the case concerning Jassi ca whose
custody is in dispute.

First of all, I maintain that | do

not intend any disrespect to any

religious body or H's Royal Hi ghness the
Sultan of Johore and if | have unwitting-
|y strayed the bounds of nodesty or the
limts of journalistic prudence | shall be
eternally grateful if I amforgiven and
nmy m stake corrected.

The act of referring this case to His
Royal Hi ghness serves not only to

prol ong the agony of the parties
concerned and the child in particul ar but
tends to bring the office of the Ruler in-
to disrepute. H's Royal Hi ghness should
not have been put in a state where he
finds hinself in a predicanent. Under

the doctrine of nministerial responsibility,
acts of the State (i.e. the Executive) are
executed by mnisters (or delegated to
deputies) in the name of the King (or

Rul er). Thus evol ved the principle that
the King (or Ruler) can do no wong (in
his official capacity). The Ruler is a
synmbol of unity and his residual powers
are largely cerenmonial. He is not to be or
made to be a centre of controversy. It
pains ne that the Appellate Syariah

Court was not able to arrive at a concl u-
si on.

12

shoul d be the care and welfare 0!,

child. Julie: is in her infancy - a-
formative end i npressionabl e age.

trauma at this use especially it ptolo
wi || have hr reachi ng undesirabl e conga.
guences in her adult life. Marriage,
(Imly life, childbirth - which are the
greatest gifts of God to a woman - may
become a taboo to het. Her lite may be
shattered and she may becone a rebe

wi t hout a cause. -

Born of Hi ndu parents ny know edge

of Islamic Famly Law | rust admt is, 3
any, scanty. | value the works of the
openm nded contenporary thinkers |ike

Pr of essor Hassan Hanafi of Egypt 'M

Af ghar Al'i Engi neer of the Institute d

I slami ¢ Studi es, Bonbay. |slamne

ot her great religions has comon

uni versal values. My opinion is based
purely on this and | repeat | beg the

i ndul gence of the reader if there is any
uni nt ended mi srepresentation

It is common know edge that in a

di vorce suit the nother is normally
granted custody of the child. The
reasons are obvious - the nother

havi ng under gone the pangs of gestaa



My or rather our primry eon?
childbirth etc. In any ease the

finds greater confort and security in .
not her than the father. The ease of
Jassi m appears to be even sinpler.
Nei t her parent is denmanding sole
custody of the child. Is it not justifiable
that they, being the natural parents be
gi ven custody without delay? To visua-
lise the child s and the parents agony,
just imagine the anxiety if a menber of
our fam |y was ki dnapped.

Now t hat the buck has been passed

to Hs Royal Hi ghness, | urge YAB the
Mentri Besar of Johore to have ime-i
diate consultation with the State Legal
Advi ser and the State Mufti and to seek
an audi ence with H s Royal Highness to
present his unbi ased recomendati on.
May God be with you Jessi ca.

N PUNJA RAJAH

Penang

VWHO NEEDS WHO?

THE HAVE- NOTS

SUPPORTI N G THE HAVES!

read with a deep sense of bitterness
the way the top executives in the

NUPW abused their: positions and

m sused the estate workers’ hard-earned
subscription. It was reported that the
salaries paid to the executives and the
staff of the NUPWanounted to about
two-thirds of the total yearly subscrip-
tion paid by the estate workers. It is
unet hi cal and imoral of NUPWoffice
bearers to exploit their OM nenbers
and betray the trust and hopes they had



was in them 1 would say that being
l[ifrnan is: being tresponsible to fell ow
nm beings. But the elites in the

NEW ar e i nhuman for they are not

oilly irresponsi bl e and unaccount abl e
but have gone further in taking advan-
tage 'of the di sadvant aged workers who
are at their mercy.

i’ The least M P P Narayanan and his
so-ealled elites nm do nowis to resign

i medi ately and al | ow dedi cat ed peopl e
who will be of service to the conmunity
tolreplace them | sincerely hope that
NUPWw | | be restructured so that it wll
be nore responsi ble and accountable to
those whomit is supposed to serve.

JOHN VI NCEANS

| poh

"SINCERI TY - BARI SAN

BRAND!

" e this opportunity to urge the
Wement under Dr Mahathir to

bring devel opnent and give land to

the | andl ess and tackle the probl em of
poverty regardl ess of race in the whole
of Malaysia and not only in places where
by-el ecti ons take pl ace.

The governnent promised a | ot of

devel opnent to places |ike Johor Batu,
Parit Raja, Anpang Jaya and Bentong in
the past ten nonths. Sonme of the

prom sed devel opnent has taken pl ace.

O course, the promse to build the
second ) Qauseway (JB) has not been
fulfilled, naybe because the Barisan
mdi date | ost therel

The governnent has given a | ot of

people in the above places land titles
whi ch they have been denied for many
years. That is good. At |east now the
poor peopl e have sonet hing. Deputy

Prime Mnister, Ghaffar Baba, has said
that the governnment has done that

benuse it is sincere in hel ping the poor
We are glad that they are sincere. But

v ' about others who do not have | and

t . The governnent should give them
their land titles too. And why does this
so-eal l ed sincerity cone only_during by-
el ecti ons?

Dr Mahathiris governnent seens to

hel p the people only during el ections!
Well, in his book, whe Malay Dl ema’i
he criticised our first Prime M nister,
Tunku Abdul Rahman: "Thus, long after
the rural devel opment schenes had | ost
their inmpact, the governnent still carried
on buil di ng nbsques and conmunity

hal | s, not because these facilities were
t hought necessary, but in the mistaken
belief that it would favourably influence
the voting at the next election. As was
expected, as an el ecti on approached, the
grants for these rural devel opnent
schenes increased. Until just before and
juring election, the ninisters were kept
Al atas : Chal |l enge by proxy?

busy handi ng out cheques. The reci-

pien ts of this largesse made a great show
of gratitude, but it was apparent to those
who cared to observe that their



synmpat hy was not automatically with

the government." Dear Dr Mahathir

your words and deeds reveal your true
character.

SHAHI DAN

Per ak

THI NKING BIG - LITTLE

THI NGS PLEASE LI TTLE

M NDS

fter reading the letter witten by

1 Singh’ (Kuala Lunpur) in

your letters columm (Aliran

Monthly VO. 9 No. 4), | too challenge
the Mnister of Information to spend his
own noney if he is thinking of doing
sonet hing big and stupid again. There
was the big flag then the big i bedoki for
the UWNO anni versary cel ebration. Wat
will the iBig Mani cone up with next?
Wy is this guy spending so nmuch of
public noney just to enter the QGuiness
Book of Records? When will this kind of
nonsense stop? By spending so much
noney on such silly things we deny
funds for devel opment. Just think of
what so nmuch noney could do for a

smal | kanpung.

Di J OHNS

Si bu, Sar awak

THE VI CE OF A VI CE-

CHANCELLOR

f the Vice-Chancellor of Universiti

Mal aya, Professor Syed Hussein

Al atas, wants to be the information
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Musa 2 singled out for attacks

officer for UWO, it is his own business.
But what about his position as the Vice-
Chancel l or? He was quoted as telling his
university students that they can know
what i s happening and give their views
about current politics but not support
or becone a tool for any political party.
But what about hinsel f?

We feel ashanmed that a Vice-Chancel -

ot froma very prestigious university
is getting involved in politics for his
own gain. He has been iattacking’ Datuk
Musa H tam the Senmangat 46 | eaders,

DAP and PAS.

But nost of the tine he seens to be
attacki ng Datuk Miusa. As a nenber of
UWNO Wadi Hana branch he has ques-
tioned the re-adm ssion of Datuk Misa
into UMNO. |Is he a spokesman for

someone el se in UVMNO who does not

dare face Datuk Misa?

He has even chal | engbd Dat uk Misa

to a debate on UVMNO and the future of
Mal aysi a. Most peopl e know 'that the
person chal | engi ng Datuk Miusa is not
Prof. Alatas. Rather it is a challenge by
pr oxy.

The person behind Prof. Alatas is
sonebody whom everybody knows. He

is the same person who did not |ike
Ungku Aziz formerly. That person m-

not hide any nore. If he is a "gentleman
politician”, he must cone out and face
Datuk Musa like a man

Anwar | brahi m cannot hi de any



nore. Everybody knows that he and

Dat uk Musa are political enem es.

Al t hough Datuk Miusa is now only an
ordi nary nenber, he is an influentia
politician who stands in the way of
Anwar | brahim s anbition of becom ng
the nation’s next Prine Mnister.

I[f Prof. Alatas is so concerned about
current issues, why hasnit he tal ked
about issues like financial scandals, the
suspensi on and di sm ssal of Tun Sall eh
and the Suprenme Court. judges, the
conposition of both the Tribunals, the
UEM scandal , | SA, etc., etc? Prof.

Al at as nmust make up his m nd whet her
to be an academc or a politician -

but not both things at the sane tine.
M OHD R OSTA M

CGopeng, Perak
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ttWhere are the other 480, 000?"

THE M SSI N G 480, 000

ow that the dust has settled

after the UWNO Baru cel ebra-

tions in Johor Batu, | amsure

t housands of Mal aysi ans nust be
wonderi ng what, happened to the crowd
of 500, 000 whi ch was supposed to have
attended the big do. The "mammmot h"
crowmd conprising iitens of thousands"
of people (as the New Straits Tines
reported the foll owi ng day) turned out
to be only about 020, 000" (that too
given by the Star (a Barisan paper) a day
| ater).

VWhat was really | aughabl e about the
whol e affair was the pathetic manner in
whi ch our M nister of Information
attenpted to explain the absence of the
so-cal | ed UVWNO supporters. He

remar ked

1) It was raining. True, the rain could
have driven aWay a few | ocal peopl e,
but what about the thousands of
supporters from UVNO di vi si ons

who were supposed to flock to Johor
Batu fromthroughout Ml aysia (Did
they have advance warning fromthe

Met eor ol ogi cal Depart nent ?)

2) There was a live telecast on TV of the
celebration, so mllions stayed at
hone. | wonder where he gets his

TV viewi ng statistics fronm | hope

not fromthe sane source which
predicted the estinated crowd of

500, 000! Or perhaps he actually

went from house to house to check

how many peopl e were watching the
tlivei telecast on TV.

3) Loud speakers were placed al ong the
routes leading to the cel ebrations
venue; therefore, many coul d have

foll owed the proceedings froma

di stanceh Cone on, do you seriously
expect us to buy that? Perhaps you

thi nk Mal aysi ans have becone ac-
custonmed to accepting this kind of
ulogic" fromtheir mnisters. Adnit

it, more than 95% of your estimated
cromd of 500,000 didnit bother to

turn up.

However, fromthe extensive nedia
coverage one coul d be forgiven for
thinking that nore than a mllion people
had converged at the |stana grounds.
Look how our nedia is mani pulated to
nmake peopl e believe the unbelievabl e!

| 4

- Now .

ship has exceeded the mllion mark. O
they say UVNO Berni: m

where were they during the celelm

| suspect, at hone - with their TV

of f!

Finally, not many coul d have |

to observe that the "20, 000" crowd

13 was no | arger than your average
fully orchestrated Semarak rally.

HI DUP DEMOKRAS

Butterworth 4



SUPPORT FREEDOM &

J USTI CE

or a few weeks now, the world

has been hel d spel | -bound by

events in China. Initially, the

worl d watched in awe and adnmiration, as
t housands upon thousands of students
and civilians joined in mass protests.
The pervasiveness with which pro-
denocracy val ues had taken a ho

ordi nary people and the era

exhi bi ted was amazi ng.

On June 3, events took an ugly

turn. The Chin_ese authorities unleashed
vi ol ence through the use of guns and
tanks. It is reported that nore than
2,000 peopl e have died and 10, 000

i njured.

Many of us enpathise with the
princi pl es which the denonstrators were
willing to die for. The Ti ananmen Bl ood-
bath was an indefensibl e decision and
has rightly elicited international censure.
The Chinese CGovernnent shoul d have
exhausted all avenues for a peacefu

di al ogue. And only then, should non-

vi ol ent neans of crowd dispersal be
consi der ed.

Sonme denonstrators have been

reported to have said that, they believed
they would not have died in vain, if the
wor |l d outside cane to know of their
struggle. That is why, as a group of
concerned Mal aysi ans from nmgjor ethnic
comunities, we have decided to 9
together to sign this letter. a

We should wite in protest to e

Chi nese Enbassy in Kual a Lumpur as we
have a noral obligation to denounce the
actions of the Chinese reginme. W also
have an obligation to support val ues of
freedom and justice. Such values are
fundanental to humanity regardl ess of

i deol ogy.

(The address of the Chi nese Enmbassy

is No. 229, Jalan Anpang, 50450 Kuah
Lunpur). ’

AZZA TKAVAL UDI N

BELLA E.L. LOO,

A. TERRYA/L EA. NETTO

M UHAMAD BI N BUROK

TONG VENG WYE

MANJI T KA UR

Pe ruling Jaya



x MALAYSI ANS VERSUS
OBSERVER F UND
he TORNADO SALES as report -

ed in the OBSERVER shoul d be
, viewed as of national interest by
every right thinking Ml aysian who cares
about our country in view of the col ossa
sum i nvol ved and the all eged unusua
irregularities surrounding the deal
It has now becone a very serious
matter since the OBSERVER had
/thrown a challenge to Malaysia to file a
defamatory suit on these reports after
our PM had dism ssed their reports as
M SCH EVOUS and BASELESS. This is
the time when every Ml aysi an shoul d
trust our PM and show an undivi ded
support for the man who has nade our
country what it is today. Mal aysians
shoul d unite together and take up this
chal l enge. W don’t have to wait for the
cabi net neeting to deci de whether or
not to take the OBSERVER to court.
For a contribution of one Ringgit per
citizen we should have enough fund for
this purpose without involving the
countryi s devel opnent fund. A
i ALAYSI ANS VS OBSERVER
V ND' should be set up
UWMNO BARU wi th a menbership of
1.3 mllion nust start the fund rolling
since they take the biggest insult of
bei ng al | egedly dependent on such
ki ckbacks. Furthernore it is the Party
Presidentis nane that is being tarnished.
MCA, M C & other Barisan Nasiona
conponent parties should do Iikew se as
the reputation of their chairman i s being
snmear ed. SEMANGAT 46 shoul d set the
rift aside for old times sake. DAP, PAS
and other opposition parties should join
hands to clear the mess. The BAR
COUNCI L should initiate the |ega
proceedi ng free of charge and every
Mal aysi an should chip in for the sake of
our Prine Mnisteris good name who is
a synbol of pride and inspiration to
our people. The press, being the plat-
form _t;or peoplesi voice should play their
part. If the live telecasts of Wrld Cup
Soccer oQuld be financed by the
RAKYAT in the spirit of sports, there is
, eason why they cannot support the
d in the nane of NATI ONAL PRI DE
AND DI GNI TY.
P. RAMLE E
Yong Peng
THE CAUSE OF
DEMOCRACY CUTS
ACROSS BOUNDARI ES
he Deputy Hone Mnisteris re-
mar ks on individual s or organi sa-
tions who give noral support to
the pro-denocracy group in China |acks
subst ance and has obvi ously been nmade
wi t hout careful deliberation of the
ripples it would create in broad ninded
t hi nki ng Mal aysi ans.
The Deputy Home M nister was
reported to have said that Mal aysi ans
had no muse and should not |aunch into



i any act of supporting the prodenocracy

struggle. He further said that what was

happening in China was its own problem

whi ch had no bearing on this country.

The Deputy Home M nister has

perhaps forgotten that Ml aysia and even
his own party has extensively supported

the Muj ahi deen freedom fighters in

Af ghani stan, the Palestinians in their

struggl e agai nst Israel and the Prine

M ni ster has even been on record to have

shown hi s di spl easure agai nst the South

African reginme. Did we have a cause in

the three issues? Certainly what was and

is happening in the said three countries

have no bearing in Ml aysi a.

It is not inappropriate to renind the

Deputy Honme M nister that the struggle

for democracy in China is a humane

struggl e and 2 struggle which crosses al

political boundaries. The Chinese are

seeki ng for fundanean rights and such

a muse mmnot be confined within

Chinais borders. It is because of the

uni versat h of fundamenm rights that

the Prime Mnister was in a position to

ask for the rel ease of Nel son Mandela in

South Africa. Qtherw se even the Prinme

M ni ster woul d have no cause (Il ocus

standi ?) to denmand the rel ease of Nel son

Mandel a as Mandel ai s detention coul d

easily be termed a low issue by South

Africa and an issue which had no bearing

on Mal aysi a.

| would venture further to say that

the pro-denocracy struggle in China

shoul d be’officially supported by Ml ay-

sia, otherw se Mal aysia would be seen to

be interested to see the lids on denocra-

cy covered by the authoritarian regi ne

| ed by Li Peng.

JA DA DI SH CHANDRA

Kual a Lunpur

4

Pro-denocracy struggle in China : Qur governnent seens to practise

selectivity in international issues

15



SCHOLARSHI P

BREAKI NG THE SI LENCE

nn

Accept ance speech by Dr. Chandra Muzaffar, 1989 awardee
ea’'st Asia Committee of the

Associ ation for Asian Studies for
the award of the Benda prize for
1989. It is an honour which I do
not deserve; there are so nany

ot her schol ars who have contri but -
ed much nmore to Sout heast Asian
Schol arship than | have. It is
because | am acutely aware of how
l[imted nmy own contribution is,
that | am accepting the prize with a
certain degree of diffidence.

| had the privilege, as an under-
graduate in Political Science at the
Uni versity of Singapore, of neeting
the late Professor Harry Benda.
This was in 1968 and he was the
Director of the Institute of South-
east Asian Studies. He gave a talk to
a student audi ence on the ener-
gence of the New Order (Orde

Bun) in Indonesian politics. |
chaired that tal k and renmenber

nost vividly his trenmendous erudi-
tion and his sharp wt.

The Orde Baru | eadership that

Prof essor Benda anal ysed in 1968
has becone the established order of
the I ndonesia of 1989. Today the

I ndonesi an | eadership aspires to
transformthat nation into a Newy
I ndustrialising Country (NI C).

Achi eving Ni cdom has becone the
cherished dream the ultinmte quest
of a nunber of Southeast Asian
states including ny own country,

Mal aysia. That is why there is a
tendency anong Sout heast Asian
ruling elites to enul ate those

nati ons in East Asia which have
attai ned Ni cdom

Ni cdom neans expandi ng t he

manuf acturing sector and gearing it
towards an export market. It neans
uni nhi bi ted encour agenent of
foreign investnents; it neans en-
hanci ng donestic entreprenuership
It nmeans the establishment of a
powerful State which will protect
Iwoul d like to thank the Sout h-

of the Benda Prize

CHANDRA MJZAFFAR,

who was awarded the

prestigious Benda Prize this

year calls on acadenics to

break away fromtheir

preference for silence over

speech to face the chall enges
faci ng Sout heast Asi a.

Chandra calls the academ c-acti vi st
to strive for an orde. baru

and strengthen [ ocal and foreign
capital. It means widening the
opportunities for the acquisition
and accumul ati on of wealth by the
big and the strong. It neans noti -
vating the populace to work hard in



order to increase productivity and
ensure high growth rates. N cdom
in short, neans seeking the

happi ness of the many through the
prosperity ofa few

It is not only through the efforts
of individual nation-states in South-
east Asia that the proponents of

Ni cdom hope to achi eve their goal
16

Japanese investnents, trade,

technol ogy, managerial skills and
even work ethics are expected to
play a significant role in the trans.’
formati on of Southeast Asian
econom es into Nicdoms. So woul d
Sout h Korean investnents and

Tai wanese capital. Indeed, the
emergence of N cdoms in Sout heast
Asia, it is envisaged, would be part
of the larger transformation of the
Pacific RRmin the com ng decades.
It would be an integral ding

sion of the dawn of the Pacific

in history - an era which, accord-
ing to the pundits, would witness a
shift in the centre of internationa
affairs to nations around the

worl ds |argest ocean. And in this
new power constellation, the Irising
suni, sone believe, will once again
domi nate the regi on. Japan may

even energe as the single nost
crucial nation-state actor on the
wor | d st age.

The student of society in South-
east Asia cannot help but be

concer ned about these nomentous
devel opnents. In their drive to-
war ds Ni cdom woul d Sout heast

Asi an states be paving the way -
unwi ttingly perhaps - for the
consol i dation of new patterns iv
econom ¢ and even politica

m nance and control by nations
out si de the regi on? Wuld new
political blocs crystallise in the
Sout heast Asian region in a phase
in history when bl ocs are becom ng
the vogue? Wuld this be acconpa-
nied by the mlitarisation of the.
region with all its adverse conse-
guences for the people?

Equal ly inmportant, would the

type of devel opment which is
intrinsic to the quest for N cdom
result in greater and greater
concentration of wealth in the
hands of a few, even if absolute
poverty |l evels are reduced? \Wat



w
i . .
ii)!!!l be th tical and socia
f eper cussi ons of increasing
econom c ineqt es in the nmidst of
tepid growt h? The Sout heast Asian
schol ar has the experience of South
Korea to refl ect upon.
There are other questions which
shoul d al so engage her intellectua
energies. WII Southeast Asian elites
continue to allow the exploitation
of female labour in their free trade
zones in the name of industrialisa-
tion? WII devel opnent and i n-
dustrialisation - the sacred ttwin
gods’ of our age - result in the
rapi d depletion of natural resources
in one of the nost richly-endowed
regi ons of the world? What wll
Ni cdom do to the physica
envi ronnent of the Sout heast
Asi an? ’
I f the Sout heast Asian chooses
"to protest against environmental
degradati on or exploitation of
,ur or mlitarisation, will there
space and scope for himto
speak, to act, to organise?
Aut horitariani sm appears to be a
di stingui shing feature of the
established N ICs of East Asia. Is the
i ncreasi ng authoritariani sm of
certai n Sout heast Asian govern-
nents the inevitabl e consequence
of their comm tnent to Ni cdonf
There are national |eaders who have
made it quite explicit: people have
to choose between food and
freedom Can the Southeast Asian
choose a path to the future that
assures him of both food and
freedont?
This in fact raises a nore funda-
mental issue. WIIl the drive towards
Ni cdom al | ow t hose who cheri sh
0 er visions to pursue ot her
gas for Southeast Asia? For
out heast Asia, it should not be
forgotten, is the abode of al npbst al
the great religions of the world #
religions which are living realities
for the people who identify with
them These religions too enbody
i mges of life and living which in
sone i nportant respects may
contradict the sort of society that
Ni cdom yi sual i ses. For instance, can
the aggressive materialistic, acquisi-
tive thrust of N cdom ever be
conpati ble with the perennia
val ues of sinmplicity, noderation
and harnony whi ch Buddhi sm
Christianity, Hinduismand |slam
cheri sh?
What sort of tensions will grow,
what sort of turnoil will devel op
when these different world-views
and the vested interests represented
by them conme into conflict? In. a
sense, this has already begun to



happen; 1slam c, Buddhi st and
Catholic revivalisms in various parts
of Sout heast Asia are undoubtedly
serious challenges to the type of
devel opnent and noderni sati on
pursued by npbst governnments in

the’ region. It is quite conceivable
that ruling elites who feel threaten-
ed by these and other chall enges
may seek to deflect or divert them
t hrough mani pul ati on of religious

or ethnic sentinents. In a Southeast
Asia which is multi-ethnic and

mul ti-religious, such manipul ation
could lead to social tensions and
even political chaos.

Confronted by the prospect of
conflict and confl agration, those

of us in Southeast Asia who study
soci al processes should be nore
than just concerned researchers and
scholars. If circunstances permt
and the situation demands, some of
us at |east should get involved in
that never-ending struggle to evol ve
humane, conpassi onate societies in
our part of the world. There are

ti mes when the academ c nmust be-
come an activist. There are tines
when the anal yst of a situation

must become the advocate of a

cause. There are times when we

must cease to be nmere chronicleers
of the human condition. W nust
choose to be crusaders on behal f of
human dignity and social justice.
Today, the academic-activist in

Sout heast Asia who wants to

conmit herself to the quest for
justice has a new arena of involve-
ment whi ch was al nost non-

exi stent two decades ago. This is

t he Non- Goverment al Organi sa-

tions (NGO arena - al so known as
the arena of social ’'action groups or
cause-ori ented novenents. In nost
Sout heast Asian countries there are
a nunber of NGOs concerned in

one way or another with all the
maj or soci al challenges facing the
Sout heast Asia of today and
tomorrow. Their concerns range
fromthe status of wonen to the
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state of the environnment; from
econom ¢ devel opment to human
rights.

What is significant is that these
NGOs of fer an uni que opportunity

to the acadenic-activist to place her
speci al i sed know edge, at the
service' of the conmunity. While
chanpi oni ng public causes she can

at the sane tinme, preserve the
integrity of her ideals wthout
maki ng the sort of conproni ses

that the politician is often forced
to. Besides, NGOs, in spite of their
| ack of political clout do, now and
then, influence the decision-naking
process, as borne out by a nunber



of episodes in recent Southeast
Asian history. This is why it has
even been argued that NGOs with a
cl ear social agenda may well re-
present the begi nnings of a new
citizen-oriented rather than party-
centred politics of the future.

In hel ping to evolve this new
citizen-oriented politics of
tonmorrow, the academ c-activist of
today has an inportant role to
play. She can bring into the new
politics a holistic vision of a new
soci al order drawn fromthe sone-
times fragmented concerns of in-

di vi dual NGOs. A conprehensive,

i ntegrated phil osophy of socia
change whi ch |inks devel oprment a

i ssues to human rights to sone of
the profound spiritual yearnings of
the people, is what the academ c-
activist will have to work towards.
But nore than devel opi ng an
alternative vision of society, the
acadeni c-activi st nust have the
noral courage to strive relentlessly
to build a new order, an Orde bam
Courage is vital. For the vested
interests associated with the goal of
Ni cdom are over-whel m ngly
powerful . Unless the comitted
academ c-activi st has the noral
courage and the intellectual integri-
ty to persevere, her voice will be
lost in the chorus of sycophancy.
And yet courage is that one

quality that is lacking within aca-
demic circles in Southeast Asia and
el sewhere. How often, in the |ong
and chequered history of Southeast
Asi a, have those with know edge
betrayed the cause of justice be-
cause they preferred silence to
speech? .



WOMVEN

WOMEN HOLD

UP HALF THE SKY L

JANNI E LASI MBANG on tho pooltlon of woman | n Sabah
OMEN make up nore

than hal f of Sabahis 1.37

mllion people. One

woul d think their sheer number

al one woul d have rendered them a
powerful political and social force.
Yet the role accorded themin

Sabah is dismal and unreflective of
their potential. t

To a large extent, the role of
worren here has been dictated by a
mal e- dom nated system The main
constraints hol ding back woneni s

i nvol verent in the politica

econony are their own | ack of
econom ¢ and political power to
take part in decision-nmaking.
Politically, they have been unabl e
to assert thenselves sufficiently in
demanding their right to hold

posi tions which woul d have i n-
cluded themin the decision-

maki ng process.

This is sad, but true in both

parti san and non-partisan politics.
In the last general election, nore
than hal f of Sabahis voters were
worren. Yet, how nany womren

were elected? It is also a sad but
general trend for wonen in par-
tisan politics to confine thensel ves
largely in mobilising votes and
support for the male candi dates,
who eventual ly nmove on to nake

mal e- bi ased deci si ons.

Such bi ases are evident in our
present political system where the
nmal e deci si on-makers, whom

women have voted for, become the
very stunbling blocks to the
progress of wonmen. One such gl ar-
ing incident was the parlianentary
debate on rape | aws and the | ong-
overdue enactnent of |egislation on
donmesti c vi ol ence.

The amendnents to rape | aws

took years to reach Parlianent,
whil e the proposed donestic

vi ol ence | egislation has yet to see
the light of the day. Although the
amendnments to the rape | aws

were eventual |y passed, the attitude
and behavi our of the mal e chauvi -
nist MPs during its debate shocked
t he nati on.

Thei r depl orabl e behavi our was

not uni que. At one party congress,
the wonen asked for nore of their
kind in posts such as ketua anak
negeri, etc. The mal e nmenbers
present nmade jokes of the sugges-
tion, posing typical questions such
as: ilWho will take care of our
children” Pl Qthers dismssed the
suggestion as emptional and ir-
rational

According to a New Straits



Times report sonme tine ago, as

many as 17 of our | aws discrimnate
agai nst wonmen. These | aws pertain-
ed to areas |ike enpl oynent,

i ncome tax and social security.
They were reported to be either

anbi guous as far as wonenls rights
and wel fare were concerned or

bl atantly discrimnatory.

For instance,- the incone tax

| aws di scrimnate against narried
women, who have to nmake a

specific request to be assessed
separately fromtheir husbands,

ot herwi se their incone is .autom-
tically assessed with that of their
husbands.
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There is al so the Ml aysi an guar -

di anship | aws which clearly rein-
force the ideol ogy of wonen’s
subordi nation. The | ower status
accorded to a nother by the:
authorities is evident in the
pertaining to restricted travel a

i nternational passports. A nother
who wi shes to include her under-IS
child in her passport has to seek the
witten consent of the father or

| egal guardi an. The consent of the
father is unavoi dable unless the
not her has been expressly appoint-
ed the childis | egal guardian

There are limted opportunities

for wonen to take part in the

deci si on- maki ng process at grass.
root level. Unfortunately, few
venture forth. They are not to be
bl amed because nobst of them

| ack the confidence or exposure to
assert thenselves. Hence it is rare to
find woen chairing Vili’age

Devel opment and Security
Conmittees.

In nost homes, nmen are still 0)
househol d heads and chi ef deci si on-
nmakers, although there is an in-
creasing trend of husbands and

wi ves sharing such responsibilities.
However, outside the hone, women
sel dom get elected to head socia
organi sations. Mst of the tineg,
they end up in charge of refresh-
ments or taking notes at meetings.
Regar dl ess of ethnic back-

grounds, woren have been tra-
ditionally perceived as nothers and
Wi ves, roles precipitated by the
patriarchal cultures of our society.
For instance, when guests arrived, it



gt hewi ves and daughters who are
Tected to prepare and serve food
fd drinks, while the nenfol k

e’ f age in conversation and

di scussi ons.

It is not the intention of wonen
ta" switch roles, but wonen shoul d
be given the chance to develOp
thensel ves so that they woul d be
confident to act responsibly when
the need ari ses.

TVAI t hough there have been

i nbreasi ng opportimties for wonen
in. the field of education, the situa-
tion in rural Sabah is still depresss-
ins. Male-fenmale enrolnment in
primary schools is quite bal anced,
but the nunmber of wonen in higher
education tapers off’ as a result 9of
the priority given to mal e menbers
of the famly.

Femal e drop-out rate is higher
hugel y because of nobre responsibi -
Bt7' nd duties they have to bear

It me. There was a case where

| young girl was asked by her

ments to | eave school so that she
:ould | ook after her younger
tiblings, |leaving her parents free to
vork the fields. Her elder brother
vas allowed to continue schooling
:s he was considered | ess comnpetent
ban the sister in donestic chores.
Worren nust struggle to break

way from such entrenched role.
tereotyping and work towards a

ol l ective consciousness. They nust
cquai nt thensel ves with those | aws
1 their favour and demand for

hange in those discrimnmnating

gai nst them

It is not easy for wonen to

cand up and neke thensel ves

ear after generations of being

el $d to the background. But

le Irst step has been taken and
lore steps are left to be clinbed.
If it is any help, the strength of
omen lies in their nunbers and

le fact that nore wOren, and

len men, are growi ng nore aware

.7 the reality that wonen hold up a
11f the sky, and a great nore
asides. . a

11k given at Internationa

omen’ s Day Forum 25 March
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BOOK REVI EW

ASKI NG FOR TROUBLE

The Aut obi ography of a Banned Journali st
onal d Wods, a | eading jour-

Dnalist in South Africa,

found hinself a banned per-

son under the apartheid regineis
repressive Internal Security Act
(I'SA) in Cctober 1977.

He was forbidden to wite, to be
quoted, to be with nore than one
person at a time, to conmunicate
with any other banned person, to

| eave his district of residence, to
enter printing or publishing pre-

m ses and to enter any factory

or educational institution. He also
had to report regularly to the
nearest police station.

This book is the result of his
defiance and outraged opposition

to the racial policies and repressive
rule of the South African govern-
ment .

Wbodsi story, especially his
friendship with Steve Bi ko, |eader
of the Bl ack Consci ousness Move-
ment in South Africa, has been

nmade into a filmiiCry Freedon?

The film selectively drew materia
fromthis particular book and

anot her book titled ilBikoil, also
witten by Wods.

Wiile the filmdwelt largely on
Wbodsi friendship with Bi ko, and
how he and his famly fled their
honel and with only the cl othes on
their back (and his precious nanu-
script), the book 'is nuch) nore
informative, wjth revealing anec-
dotes and insights into the apart-
hei d regime.

It is a testinony to Waods
integrity as a journalist and in a
way, his awakeni ng and opposition
to the injustice of apartheid.

Mal aysi ans readi ng this book will
be struck by simlarities in the | aws
governi ng i ndividual and group free-
domin both South Africa and

Mal aysi a. Both countries have the

| SA, which allows for indefinite
detention without trial, grave
restrictions on press freedom and
an enmascul ated judiciary, anong

ot her injustices.

The apartheid reginme had a

Public Safety Act allow ng the.
government to proclaima state of
emergency at any tinme without

gi ving any reasons, to suspend
habeas corpus, to jail anyone

wi thout trial during the proclai nmed
period and to prevent any |ega
proceedi ngs bei ng taken agai nst the
government for any actions agai nst
citizens during the period.

They even had a Crimnal Law
Amendnent Act, which nade it a
crime to oppose any |aw by cam

pai gning for its withdrawal. The



Senate Act allowed the govern-

ment to enlarge its Senate whenever
it wanted approval of yet another
repressive law. By the way, their
Parliament is also of the |trubber.
stampi | type

Wbodsl story begins in one of

the tribal reserves of the Wld
Coast. By the time he was five, he
coul d speak Xhosa, the Bonvanas

| anguage nore fluently than Engli sh.
H s Xhosa nane was iiZweliyanyi -
kimali, tithe world shakes?

H's early mingling with the
Bonvanas instilled in hima tol erant
attitude towards bl acks, but it was
not until he left law for journalism
that he began to question sone of
the excesses of apartheid rule.
Until then, his thinking was

i ke many Afrikaneers - tlonly a
strong white-suprenmacy govern-

nment coul d keep the country strong
20

and the white safe". However, h

was not so blindly white as not tc
notice the absurdity of sone- of the
apartheid | aws such as the Popul a-
tion Registration Act. ,

Under the Act, race classifica-
tion officials, in cases where:
person suspected of being col oured
had a very light complexion, had to
exam ne the conpl exi on of the
persons rel atives, and had to take
into account the area where the
person |ived and the conpl

and living habits of associates d
friends.

One of the nore ludicrous cri-
teria used by the officials was to
test the thickness of hair by run-
ning a standard steel conb through
the hair of a person iipassing for
white". If the conb failed to pass
the person,s hair, he or she was
graded non-white and referred for
nore specific classification in one
of the non-white ethnic group

Thi s nonsensi cal exercise only
stopped after someone who failed
the conb test was able to prove
that he was an Afrikaner with

white credential s.

Wbodsi journalistic career with

the i ndependent Daily Despatch
provides interesting insights "to
the powers-that-be of the &

regi me.

The M nister of Justice and

Police, B.J. Vorster, later to be-
cone Prime Mnister, said to

Wbods, then ajunior reporter, uTel
me _ why are you so cheeky?

when the | atter questioned him
about a new | aw i ntroducing i m
prisonment without trial. VorsterlS
answer to the Wods query on the
undenocratic |aw was: |tWe are at
war M. Wods. W are at war with
conmuni sm Ii You see, the apar-



theid regime was very fond of the
conmuni st bogey t oo.



; As expected, the | aw was passed.
Kfirst it provided for unexpl ai ned
letention for 90 days. Then it

vas anended for 180 days, then
inally for indefinite jailing wthout
rial. The |l aw has since been used
ut hl essly agai nst every effective

) pponent of apartheid.

Strangel y though, Vorster would

Il ow Wbods an excl usive interview

t the start of each Parlianentary
assion. It puzzled Wods and when

e eventual ly asked, Vorster replied

luntly: iiltis because | like to
now what the real eneny is
I i nki ng?

i Wods rose quickly to becone
dit’or of the Daily Despatch. Under
is editorial |eadership, the news-
aper took up many issues which

re tightly controlled South Afri -
an press feared to do.

If iting a neWspaper in South

f- was like iiwalking blindfold
cross a mnefieldli because the
overnment had at its disposal nore
12m 20 statutes governi ng what

oul d be published and several of

i ese | aws enpowered themto

| ose down any newspaper arbi -
"arily without court proceedings,
nd to jail or ban any editor wth-
ut expl anati on.

1 Whods said: iil pricked as many
ttle holes in the blindfold as |
Dul d by studying every aspect of
ress legislation fromall con-

;i vabl e angl es?

i He acquired a iifeel"” of how far
) go in attacking apartheid as well
:when As such he chose Saturday
lornings for his nost strongly
;oyrded editorials, know ng that the
embers of cabinet liked to

the weekend in their posh

ryuntry hones, and instant re-
:tion by themto such an editoria
fould nean travelling all the way
510k to Pretoria or sunmoning

eir secretaries at great incon-
nience. His theory was that by
nonday, their tenpers would have
boled or their attention diverted

r something el se

He al so got in sonme of the

Bar pest jabs during occasions of
:eat national rejoicing, such as
Ilien Professor Christ Barnard per-
nrmed his first successful human
art transplant and when gol fer

try Player won in the Masters.

The aiiartheid | eaders on their
part, reserved their nobst vicious
attacks on individuals and groups
for the protective session of parlia-
ment when they could safely

def ane anyone without fear of

| egal action. Were they dared
stray outside parliamentary securi -
r ty, Wods sued them w t hout
hesitation. His policy was to iisue



every governnent spokesman. who

def aned me outside of parlia-
ment... it

He won six mmjor defamation

suits agai nst big guns including the
M ni ster of Transport who accused
hi m of iihel ping | ong-haired Com
muni st scum overseasii, and the
head of the Bureau of State Securi -
ty for sonme remarks made about
ucertain editors who encouraged
subver si on?

Wbods fought racial prejudices
through journalism He threw out

of fensi ve advertisenents such as the
offering. for sale of iiReliable

wat chdogs - trained to bite
Natives". The paper al so stopped
using the termiiNativesii in prefe-
rence for iiAfricans" despite threats
fromright-wing advertisers. It
carried success stories on Anmerican
bl acks and ran features on bl ack
Americans like Carl Stokes, Martin
Lut her King, Muhamred Ali, Wllie
Mays and Roy W/ kins. The first

bl ack reporters hired by the news-
paper were hounded by the Securi -

ty Police

Even then, Wodsl anti -

apartheid views were out of touch
with authentic black politics, hence
his initial criticismof the mlitant
Bl ack Consci ousness Myvenent

spear headed by young bl ack | eaders

i ncludi ng Bi ko. He attacked their
noverent in editorials and speeches
as racist.

So Bi ko, by then a banned

person; sent an em ssary to see
Wbods and arrange a neeting. Their
subsequent friendship was to | ead
to his graduation fromiiconfor-
tabl e acadeni ¢ condemati on of
apartheid to convenient practica
activisn? |

He wrote: iiAs our friendship

with Steve grew... We began to live
in two worlds. One was the white
suburban worl d and the other was
the radically different Bi ko world
21

where Security Police harassnent,
jailing and physical danger were a
part of everyday existence. In the
white world you tal ked of who had
dined with whom and in the black
worl d of who had been arrested

or searched that week?

Such was his respect for Bikds

wor k anong the bl acks that he even
risked going to jail in order to nai
down a notoriously vicious Security
Police officer responsible for wec-
ki ng a workshop Bi ko and his
friends had put together.

I n Septenber 1977, Biko fel
victimto South Africais grow ng
list of deaths in political detention
under the then Mnister of Police,

J .T. Kruger, who declared: iiBikols



death | eaves ne col dl |

Oficially, Biko had died of mal- -
nutrition, but even Kruger started
backi ng away from hi s hunger

stri ke story when Wods chal -

| enged the cause of death to have
resulted from police viol ence
Barely a nmonth | ater, Wods was
slamed with a banning order. His
famly were subjected to round-
the-cl ock surveillance and even
gangsterish tactics by the Security
Pol i ce.

It was at this point that Wods,
with the help of his wife, furtively
started on the book we are reading
today # furtively, because he was
not allowed to wite as a banned
person. As he began witing the | ast
section of the book, he realised that
he and his fam |y would have to

| eave South Africa before the book
coul d be published.

il The mai n reason was because

was calling for econom c sanctions
against the Pretoria regine - and
this was capital punishment under
the new TerrorismAct. It was

cl assed as an act of terrorism
neritng the death penalty, " he

wr ot e

VWhat followed is now history.
Whodsi aut obi ography is an
inspiring portrait of a courageous
and unconprom sing man at war

with the injustice of apartheid.

Mal aysi ans readi ng the book will
find that the saying iifamliarity
breeds contenptl!| can really take
on a whol e new neani ng al t oget her
O

- Revi ewed by Joceline Tan



DETAI NEES WATCH

BARBED FREEDOM

Rel easi ng those roped in under
Qperation Lallang nmakes the

gover nment | ook good, but

those rel eased face a battery

of restrictions, says TONG

VENG WYE.

i n China has underlined an

T undying truth - that freedom

and justice are the nost basic of
human val ues. No matter how
oppressive living conditions may be,
the aspiration for liberty and
equal ity is universal

Despite threats to denocracy

these past two years, Mal aysians
can be thankful that they have not
been pressed into contenpl ating
life and death to secure certain
val ues. Yet we nust open our eyes
to the fact that it is preferable to
nip in the bud any incipient dicta-
torship rather than allow, through
QUT own apathy. the growh of a
full -bl own one.

That is why we still continue to

hi ghli ght the issue of the | SA
detention although all QOperation
Lall ang victims have been rel eased.
In the near future we hope to carry
news of those still under |SA
detention. In this issue, we high-
light the unfair restrictions inposed
on nost of those recently rel eased.
there are 16 persons rel eased
fromthe Kanunting Detention

Centre recently who face a

conbi nati on of restrictions in the
formof a standardised |ist of

condi tions of rel ease, which the
authorities nmay choose to adopt in
toto, partially, or even add on. The
he pro-denocracy novenent

A

conditions can curtail a personts
activities, places of residence and
enpl oynent. hours of outdoor
mobility, his or her freedom of
novenent, speech and expression.

On being released, a detainee is
served with his or her restrictions
either in the formof a restriction
order or a suspension order. A
restriction order is issued by the
Hone M ni ster under Section 8(5)

of the I SA and has a maxi mum
operative life of two years after
whi ch the M nister can extend the
order for a further period (not
exceeding two years). This can go
on indefinitely. There is little re-
course to the courts and the Hone
Mnister is invariably the fina
arbiter.

A suspension order on the other
hand, is given by the Home M nister
under Section 10(1) of the ISA. AS
the name suggests, it suspends the
operation of an existing detention



order. but usually with the inposi-
tionbf all or sone of the restric-
tions inposed by a restriction

order. In ternms of duration a
suspensi on order is nore ttfavour-
ablev than a restriction order for it
22

(u

remains in force for the unexpired
portion of the period of the
suspended detention order. Thus
while a restriction order can run a
full two years before it is time for
possi bl e renewal , a suspensi on order
is for a shorter period.

In the case of the ex-detainees

from Operation Lallang, it appears
that those with suspension orders
have slightly less stringent restric-
tions than those with restriction
orders.

It is clear that the power of

renewal given to the Hone Mn' try
by the Act can create situ S

wher eby an ex-det ai nee perpetual ly
lives under the yoke of restrictions.
The restrictions are highly unfair
for they have no sanction what so-
ever of any independent court of
trial, yet they have the powertto
deny a persons full existence asa
human bei ng. The Home Affairs

M nister is both judge and prosecu-t
tor. This is the crux of the problem’t
because the M nister can be nore of

a politician than a public servant in
wi el ding his power.

Reproduced below is a list of the
standard restrictions.



He shall live in and reside
Wthin the, area covering the
FEDERAL TERRI TORY OF
" KUALA LUMPUR and t he
- Polide District of PETALING
" i JAYA (referred to in this
., Order as 2the area") and shal
i not |eave or depart fromthe
t area w thout obtaining prior
2 witten perm ssion fromthe
Chief Police Oficer of ............
| 2.He shall not ehange his
pl ace of residence in the area
01" nove ,to any other Police
District Wthout prior witten
perm ssion of the Chief Police
Oficer of ................... ;
3. He shall report hinself and
sign a register at the ................
Police Station between ...........
......... am and pm
onthe .............. of every
nont h; provided that if perms-
sion is given under condition 1
or condition 2 for him-
we read through the list it
e pertinent to note at |east
ree points. First, none of the ex-
:tai nees have been proven guilty
' the governnentis
al | egati ons
agai nst them
Second,

(a) to | ease or depart froni the
ar ea;

(b) to change his place of
residence in the area;

(c) to’ move to any other Police
District;

the Chief Police orncaof the
District or State in which he is t
restricted may change this
conditionx to enable himto

report hinself at a nore
convenient Police Station in
view of the place he is restrict-
ed to (condition 1) or his place
of residence (condition 2).

4. If he is allowed to | eave or’
depart fromthe area tenpo-

rarily under condition 1, or to
change his place of residence in
the area or to nove to any

ot her Police District under
condition 2, all the conditions

in this Oder shall, until altered
or revoked, continue to apply

to himin the sane manner as

they apply to himin the area

or in his former place of

resi dence respectively;

even
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The al | egations are

thus arbitrary fromstart to finish.
if the authorities

shoul d so claimto have substanti a-
ted their allegations through investi-
Provided that, during the

time that he is allowed to be
absent tenporarily fromthe



area under condition 1 Oif he
"is allowed to change his place

of residence to another Police

Di strict under condition, 2, he
shal |l report hinself and sign a
regi ster under condition 3 at

any Police Station as stated by
the Police Oficer giving the

per m ssi on;

5. He shall be in his house or

pl ace of residence between
............ pm and am

every day except with the
authority of a witten permt

gi ven by the Chief Police

Oficer of .............. a;.;.;.
6. He shall not address publ
neetings or hold office in, or
take part in the activities of or t
act as adviser to trade unions .
or political parties, or take part
in any political activities

except to vote in elections in
which he is qualified to vote.
gative interrogation,

Jte: The 16 ex-detainees from Kanunting who live with restrictions are Mhd Nasir Hashi m

i: KK Tan,
Chow Chee Keong, Cecilia Ng, lIrene Xavier, Tuang Pik King, i: LimChin Chin, Mhd Yunus L
ebai, Sebi

hn, ii Anthony Rogers, Arokia Dass, ii Chee Heng Leng, Lim Fong Seng, Sim Mu Yu, Kua Kia
Soong and

Han Jeyaseel an.

These detainees were in forned by police on 15-6-89 that the conditions inposed on themh
ad been lifted.

- Editor

one shoul d

remenber the cases of torture that

have conme to light. And third,

attenpt to inmagine what |life would

be like under simlar restrictions. O



APARTHEI D

OVERCOME

Mounti ng pressure agai nst Shel
in South Africa

There is no question about whether Shell should disinvest

Africa, says TONG VENG WYE in further
i nvol venment in the apartheid regine.
di si nvestnents and sanctions

al one can bring the apartheid

regime in South Africa to its knees.
The final denoucnent can only

cone about through the interna
dynami cs of South African society.
But those in the canpaign to de-
Shell South Africa believe dis-

i nvestments and sanctions can
accelerate the exit of apartheid. W
al so believe that such forms of
econom c pressure are crucial to
novi ng non-vi ol ent social change in
South Africa. The | onger apartheid
It woul d be naive to claimthat
festers in South Africa, the greater
the likelihood of violence playing a
decisive role in the struggle towards
post - upurthei d society.

This was em nently pointed out

by the Commonweal th Enmi nent

Persons Group, which after investi-
gating the situation in South Africa,
concl uded: stPut sinmply, the bl acks
have had enough of apartheid. They
are no | onger prepared to submt to
its Qppression, discrimnation and
expl oi tation. They can no | onger
stomach being treated as aliens in
their own country"
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As to the question of sanctions,

the Group added: ttThe questionin
front of heads of governnent is in
our view, clear. It is not whether
such nmeasures will compel change;

it is already the case that their
absence and Pretoria,s belief that
they need not be feared, defers
change. |Is the Commobnwealth to

stand by and all ow the cycle of
violence to spiral? O wll it take
concerted action of an effective

ki nd? Such action may offer the

| ast opportunity to avert what

coul d be the worst bl oodbath since
the Second World Varli.

Apartheid, disinvestrments and
sanctions are likely topics at the
Commonweal t h Heads of Go' -

ment Meeting in Kuala Lunpuns
October. After all, the conference is
to be held in the capital of a
country which has often spoken
strongly agai nst apart hei d.

As such it would only be appro-
priate for the governnent to

prepare and publish a list of al

mul ti-national conpanies in Mlay-
sia which al so have interests in
South Africa. The list should give

i nformati on on the nature of their
activities in South Africa as well as
figures on ownership and inter-

revealing Shellis .

in South



nmedi ari es. Conpani es whose nanes
are included in such an anti -
apartheid list could be strongly
encouraged to influence their
parent conpanies to withdraw from
South Africa. It need be, a boycott
of their products would al so?
order. If such a list were draw p,
it is very likely that Shell would
have t he dubi ous honour of being
somewhere at the top.

Gui del i nes On Di si nvest nent

It is sonetinmes argued that

di si nvestnent by forei gn conmpanies
in South Africa would hurt the

bl acks jobwi se. This woul d be true
if it was done insensibly which is
why certain guidelines have been
drawn up based on those suggeSted
by the Chem cal Wbrkersi Industria
Union, an affiliate of COSATU
(Congress of South African Trade



I

Uni ons) and the US- based Inter-
faith Centre for Corporate Respon-
sibility. These incl ude:

" Consultation and negotiation
Shoul d be undertaken with

uni ons and uni on federations, or
with workers where there is no

" uni on. Managenent must pro-

vide sufficient time for consulta-
i tion and supply full information.
" Adequate provision for workers
must be nade in the form of
severance pay, social security,
pensi on/ provi dent funds and

trust funds where there is ful

di si nvestnent, and guarant eed
condi tions of enpl oyment,
continued recognition of the

uni on and consul tati on about
changes in sharehol ding in cases
of partial disinvestnent.

' Open and honest information

must be given to the public.

it

the case of partial disinvest-
ment an undert aki ng nust be

made not to do business with

honel and or governnent struc-
tures.

i A public statenent shoul d be

i ssued on the disinvestnent

i ncl udi ng demands of a politica
nature. In partial disinvestnents,
a witten undertaking and
statenent nust be nade that the
corporation,s presence will be
reconsi dered if certain changes
do not occur.

" The social wealth enbodied in
the company - assets or pro-

ceeds of the sale - must renmain
the property of the oppressed
peopl e of South Africa as plant,

/[ fits, a fund or in sone other
cepted and negotiated form

Wiere a fund is established the
manner in which this happens

nmust be negotiated with the

rel evant parties.

At this point, it may be useful to
.capitulate a bit on Shellis contri-
ution t0 apartheid. Shell is the

l aj or supplier of oil to the South
frican regi me and above all to the
lilitary and police. It handles,
rfines and markets oil in South
frica, where it is the overal
arket |eader. It co-owns and
)erates an offshore station

SHELL PRODUCTS TO BOYCOTT

Al'l Shell products are boycott
targets until Royal Dutch/ Shel
withdraws from South Africa.

Sone exanpl es incl ude:

Gasol i ne Products: Piba (additive)
0 Shell Dieseline uShell of the
Future O Shelldyne 0 Sil ver Shell
SU 2000, CGol den Shell (Il ubri-
cants).

Motor Ols: Mysella o tAeroshell o



Rimula o Rotella 0 Shell Super X

O Fire and Ice 0 Shell X-1Q0QO

Aut onotive Products: Confort Ride, Shell Radial

Ri de, Shell Radial II, Shellride, Super Shell Aramd,
Super Shell Snowshoe (tires) 0 Meridyne (radios) o
Sentinel (batteries, repair service) 0 Shell Superlife
(batteries).

Honme Products: Heritage (furniture polish) 0 Shell
Flea Collar O Child Protector Top (safety lids) O
Hone Freshener (room deodorizer) 0 Citrus Bl ossom
Qpen Air, WIld Flower, (solid air fresheners) o Tegon
(roofing).

SHELL SINGLE!') our BY

SQUTH AFRI CAN LEADERS

"I'f Shell is really serious about contributing to the
| struggle against apartheid, it will have to bring itself
to seeing things fromour perspective And it is from
that perspective that we have been calling for Shell
and other multinationals to w thdraw from our
country. "

(M Sydney Mafunmadi, Deputy Secretary-Ceneral,

Conf ederation of South African Trade’ Unions

(CCsATU), interview on |Ikon Radi o, Netherlands,

24 January 1988).

"What is required nowis that the en tire freedom

l oving world community shoul d i npose mandat ory

and conprehensi ve sanctions against South A frica
Your task is to intensify your tireless efforts in the .
anti-apartheid struggle, such as the boycott of

mul tinationals |ike Royal Dutch/Shell with

apartheid bl ood on their hands. "

(Speech by James Mdtlasi, President of the

Nati onal Uni on of M neworkers, South Africa,

Howard University, Washington 30 Cctober 1987).
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t hrough whi ch nmost of . South
Africals inmported oil is delivered in
spite of an international oi
enbar go agai nst South Africa. The
SAPREF Shell/BP refinery is the

bi ggest in Africa, refining nuch
nore of the enbargoed oil inports
than any of the other three South
African refineries. Shipnents of
Shel | Brunei Petrol eumoil have
ended up in South Africa.

Shel |l has al so provided a great

deal of technol ogical assistance to
the South African regi me. Thanks

to Shell, South Africa now has the
ability to obtain oil fromcoal, of
which it has in abundance thus

hel ping to offset the inpact of the
oi | enbargo. In 1984, the conpany
regi stered 86 patents in South
Africa, many of which originated
fromthe | aboratories of Roya

Dutch Shell in the Netherlands. In
1986 Shell South Africa shipped 22
per cent of all South Africals
thermal coal exports to European
ports by vessels either owned or
chartered by Shell. This canme to
light after years of refusal by Shel
to coment on its role in transport-
ing South African coal to the

Eur opean mar ket .

_In what can be described as
unethical, Shell has agreed to abide
by | aws passed in 1977, 1979 and
1985 which all ow the apartheid
government to take over the
conpanyl s operations in the event
of a national energency and which
prohi bit the conpany fromdis-

cl osing facts about how much
petroleumit supplies the South
African government and for what

pur poses. Wat this really means

is co-operation with a repressive
regime as well as a major psychol o-
gi cal reassurance for the mnority
in South Africa which w el ds power
in ways that keep nore than 80 per
cent of the popul ation herded into
designated living areas and reserva-
tions, confined only to approved

j obs and separated from ot her

fam ly nmenbers.

| Shellls interest in South Africa
is not only.in oil and grease but
extends to the acquisition of sugar
pl antations where it is likely to
becore i nvol ved i n bl endi ng et ha-
nol from sugar to get transport fuel
Its interests also extend into

m neral s and mning, a tinber.
treatment plant and even wax
producti on. The cunul ative effect
of all this is it hel ps the South
African government to be nore
self-reliant and | ess dependent on
i mports and hence, |ess answerable
to worl d opinion.

The struggl e against injustice in
the formof apartheid by the blacks



in South Africa concerns us directly
as human bei ngs. The human bonds

of - kinship are comon to al
irrespective of race and creed and

i niquities, wherever they nay occur
woul d be an affront to our

conmon human heritage. |ndeed

they would al so be an affront to al
that is sacred. It is significant that
all the major religions of the world
speak with a noral voice never
directed at just one or two pail;
cul ar cultures or comunities

to all of humankind. This is

the struggl e agai nst apartheid jsl
ultimately a spiritual struggle which |
woul d i nvol ve human bei ngs every. |
wher e.

Finally, there exists a great |
guestion mark we dont nmd |

adm tting. How many of us haw
actually made a consci ous deem

to steer clear of Shell? It may nt |
be a handful. But the real struggle. |
is the one that takes place on noril |
grounds and for that, number (

not al ways necessary. Some’

just one is sufficient to ™ " "
victory. One only needs to ask who,
in the last 27 years has held the

hi gher noral ground - Nel son
Mandel a or the entire governnegt |
of South Africa? .3 |

APARTHEI D: The Statistics

Total Popul ation

Nurber s

26 313 898

913 000 2. 6%

3 060 000

4 911 000

African

Asi an

Cul ouxed

VWi te

Educati on

Pupi | / Teacher Rati o:

Proportion

74. 7%

8. 7%

14. 0%

Economi cal | y active popul ation that has not’
Allllcull 41:1

Col oured 35:1

ASIITTT 2.121

Wiite 161

conpl eted nore than primary School
African 84’)?

Col oured 595

Asian 24. 7')°?

Wiite 1.07

Per Capita Expenditure 1986/7
Africans 1"

Col our eds

Asi an

Wi te

(R) Including

Capital 11 xpcnd.

476. 95

1 031-41 887.08

1 004.20 1 714.03

3 508.00 2 299,1)(1



R | vi xul udi ng

Capital |kpvnd.

363, 50

" Excludi ng the bantustans
Average Monthly Earnings
African

R/ nont h

423

500

- V__

Asi uu (I ol ontd
Rinlolllll RITHIIIII
705 552

913 (134



$231, 1.
5 54
7E .
ewasa i ni akhbar-akhbar dan
te' l evisyen sering nenyiar-

kan | apuran tentang ke-
chman terhadap Majlis Peguam ol eh
fffang-orang kerajaan, terutananya
Mnteri-menteri. Mjlis Peguam di -
hi das kerana tidak bersungguh-
nmel aksanakan seruan
t erhadap penggunaan
33a Mal aysia di Mahkamaw
A tidak nem kul tanggunl awab
nt uk nenj ayakan dasar bahasa
(ybangsaam (Li hat m sal nya ken-
fgtaan Menteri Pendidi kan, En
anwar | brahim dal am Wt an
celuaran 11 May 1989).
Kenapa tiba-tiba pihak berkuasa
menyerang’ Majlis Peguanf
Kenapa nedi a keraj aan (bul gan
nedi a massa) ki ni ghairah nem
3ur uk- burukkan Majlis Peguant
(enapa kin! Mjlis Peguam di -
ganbar kan sebagai sebuah badan
rang anti-nasional dan anti-Bahasa
vi al aysi a? Bi | akah bernmul anya
:empen nmenentang Majlis Peguam
nil?
| a bernmul a beberapa hari sel epas
27 Mei 1988, hari Tun Sall eh Abas
I i gantung dari pada j awat an Ket ua
rl’ Negara. Sewaktu Tun Sall eh
Hg tung, di Tribunal kan, dan
i pecat, sewaktu |ima Hakim
dahkamah Agung di gantung, di-
Fri bunal kan, dan dua di pecat,
daj li s Peguam tel ah sungguh-
uri gguh berusaha nmenbel a nereka.
a tel ah berusaha nenegakkan
: ebenaran dan keadilan. la telah
terusaha nenentang kepal suan
nenent ang suatu keti dakadil an
uesar yang di | akukan terhadap
| aki m Haki m ki ta yang berl aku
enar dan jujur itu. (Nama-nama
ner eka yang menganggot ai kedua-
Lua Tribunal itu patut dicatatkan
.al am sej arah negara ini. Biarkan
ener asi - gener asi akan dat ang
Ef i ngguh
kgr aj aan
, IMAJLI SPEGUAM DAN
nmenget ahui si apakah gerangan
nmer eka yang tel ah nenbuat
sunmbangan kepada Tri bunal -
Tribunal ini. Wasa" mereka tidak
harus dil upakan.)
Sewaktu Majlis Peguam berusaha
menbel a Haki m Haki mtadi dari -
pada pengani ayaan segol ongan
manusi a yang sanggup nel akukan
apa sahaj a untuk terus berkuasa
,atau mai k pangkat’ itulah naka
nmul a kedengaran suar a- suar a,
nMaj | i s Peguam t ak sungguh-
sungguh gunakan Bahasa Mal aysi aP
Ini tidak |ain adal ah bertujuan
unt uk nengal i hkan perhati an
rakyat daripada isu sebenar yang



di hadapi, suatu perkara yang sudah
beberapa kali dil akukan ol eh ke-
raj aan. Memang di negara ini ranma
pakar dal am bi dang nengal i h per-
hati an rakyat ini. Bagai manapun
kepada sebahagi an besar rakyat
sudah j el as apa sebenarnya yang
di | akukan terhadap kehaki nman

Mer eka tahu kebenaran di pihak

si apa. Mereka tahu kebenaran sudah
di gant ung.

Kita tidak bol eh menafi kan

per| unya penggunaan sepenuh
Bahasa Mal aysi a dal am bi dang
undang- undang. Tetapi antara
bahasa dan keadil an, tentunya
keadi | an | ebi h penting dan perlu
di beri keutamaan. Kal au mahkamah
ti dak dapat nenjami n kebenaran
dan keadil an, tidak ada ertinya |ag
samada yang kita gunakan itu
Bahasa | nggeris atau Bahasa

Mal aysi a.

Ti mbul persoal an kenapa hanya
Majlis Pegti’amyang dijadi kan
sasaran kecaman kerana gaga

nmel aksanakan penggunaan Bahasa
Mal aysi a di mahkamahf’ Bagai mana
dengan peranan Dewan Bahasa dan
Pust aka? Sudahkah ia menyemak

i stilah dan ungkapan undang-
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undang dal am Bahasa Mal aysi a?

Bel um kerana nengi kut kenyat aan
Tun Ham d Omar (NST 2 Jun

1989), HDBP tel ah berjanji akan
menyemak istilah dan ungkapan
undang- undang dal am Bahasa

Mal aysi a unt uk nenyer agankan
penggunaannyf Maka apakah
nmunasabah kita nenghar apkan
peguam peguam yang rat a-r at anya
terdi di k dal am Bahasa | nggeris dan
mer upakan | ul usan dari pada

Li ncol e I nn dan M ddl e Tenpl e

itu untuk nenggunakan Bahasa

Mal aysi a sepenuhnya padahal badan
tertinggi bahasa dal am negara

bel um menyemak istilah dan
ungkapan undang- undang? Dan
bukankah benar bahawa masi h
banyak Akta yang belumditer-

j emahkan dan sesetengah Akta yang
sudah diterjemahkan pun (ternmasuk
ol eh pi hak- pi hak | ain) texjemhan-
nya tidak | engkap dan sempurna
mal ah bercel aru? Dan bagai mana
pul a dengan peranan Kenenteri an
Kehaki man? Apakah ia telah atau
sedang mnel akukan sebarang usaha
sistemati k ke arah penggunaan se-
penuh Bahasa Ml aysi a di mah.
kamah? Ti dakkah Kenenterian in
harus | ebi h di pertanggun’ awabkan
at as kegagal an penggunaan Bahasa
Mal aysi a dari pada Majlis Peguanf
Dan bagai mana pul a tentang
peranan Menteri Kehaki man sen-
diri?

Ti mbul juga persoal an kenapa
hanya bi dang undangundang yang



di j adi kan sasaran ol eh para pe-

j uang bahasf padahal dal am

bi dang- bi dang | ain juga, terutana-
nya bi dang urusni aga bank, sektor
kewangan dan ekonom , pengguna-

an Bahasa Mal aysi a masi h jauh

dari pada nermuaskan. M sal nya,

Presi den Kesatuan Guru-CGuru



Mel | yu Sermenmj ung, qui Nordin
Mahmud, sewaktu menyokong
penggumm Bahm Mal aysia : 11
mahkammh berkata, "Penuunnan
Bahama Ml aysia kin! dl bank-bank
dun inititunl-Intituul kewangan
mani h nepertl dl1 zaman penj ngah
wnl aupun usaha- usnha untuk men-

j udi knn Bnhm Mal aysi a | ebuga
bahnsa rasm audnh | ama dij al nnkan
Kenj aan nenpunyal , kepentngnn
besar dal am bnnyak hunus! sektor
swam ternuuk bank-bank

nanmun Bnhasa I nggeris mani h dl -
gunnkan dal am urusni aga sehari -
hari nn dan dal am dokunen-
dokunen awam'. (LlIhat NST 2 J un
1989).

Make bukankah benar bahawa

soal bahasa yang diti nmbul kan kin
hanyal ah sebagai 2nobdal’ untuk
nmengecam Maj | i s Peguam dan
nengal nkan perhatian rakyat dari -
pada i su sebenardal am kehaki nan?
Kenapakah nereka yang begitu
hebat mengecam Maj |1 s Peguam kin
ti dak I angsung meni nbul kan soa
penggunaan Bahasa Ml aysi a dal am
bi dang- bi dang yang di sebut kan
tadi ? Jawabnya rmudah. Kerana

gol ongan berkuasa tidak neng-
hadapi masal ah dengan mereka
yang ber ada dal am bi dang- bi dang
Im

Akhbar Watan (11 May 1989)

j uga nel apur kan bahawa En. Anwar
| brahi m nenbi das Maj i s Peguam
kerana nmenohon perintah mahka-
mah unt uk nenenj ar akan Ket ua
Haki m Negara, Tun Ham d Omar

at as dakwaan nmenghi na mahkamah.
uTi ndakan Majlis Peguamini ne-
mal ukan", kata beliau. Maka apa-
kah tindakan bekas Haki m
Mahkamah Agung, Tan Sri Van
Sul ei man, yang nenohon peri ntah
yang sanmm, juga nenmal ukan? Kal au
pun nemal ukan, memal ukan siapa?
Sebenanya tindakan mereka i ni

ti dak nmenmal ukan sesiapa pun,
kecual i beberapa orang yang teba
nukanya.

Apa yang sebenanya nenberi

mal u kepada negara ini, terutama-
nya kepada keraj aan, kehaki man
dan kedua-dua Tribunal yang
masyhur itu, ialah resolusi-resolus
yang dil ul uskan ol eh Internationa
Commi ssion of Jurists dan
Conmonweal t h Magl strates’ and
JudgevAssocl atton yang nmengecam
penggnnt ungan’ dun pemnecat un
Haki m ani m km Lebi h nmem | u-

kan lag! illlh kenyutnan pegunm
CGeof frey Robertnon QC, yang nen-
yi mkan hpunm Tri bunal yang
"menyint’ Tun Sulleh ubaga
"dokumen pal i ng hi m dal nm

sej mh perundnngnn nodeni.
Sewakt u nmengunmunknn ke-

put usan kabl net untuk mengenukn-



kan pi ndann kepada Akta Bahm
Kebangsaan 63/ 67, bag! neningkat -
kan penggununn Bahasa Mal aysi a dil
mahknmah, En. Anwar berkata
Bahasn | nggeris nasl h bol eh di-
gunakan ji ka Haki m nmemakan

perlu untuk nenegnkkan "ke-
adi l an". Kenyataan 1n! agak
mengel i rukan. Apakah ada wakt u-
nya apabil a Haki m nene tidak
perl u untuk nenegakkan keadi | an?
At au mungki nkah kadang- kadang
Haki m merasa perlu untuk me-
negakkan keti dakadil an?

Tanmbah En. Anwar di bawah

pi ndaan i ni peguam peguam yang
mahu nenggunakan Bahasa | nggeris
perl u menmohon kepada Haki m Di
sini kita tidak bol eh nenol ak
kemungki nan adanya Haki m Haki m
yang tidak mahu nenmbenar kan

per nohonan seseorang peguam

dal am kes-kes tertentu atas sebab-
sebab tertentu. (Kita tidak bol eh
menghar apkan peguam peguam

yang terdi di k sepenuhnya dal am
Bahasa I nggeris dan |ulus daripada
universiti |luar negara untuk meng-
gunakan Bahasa Ml aysi a sepenuh-
nya di Mahkanah, terutamanya

dal am kes- kes yang terlalu rumt
dan tekni kal . Lainlah hal nya
dengan peguam peguam yang | ul us
dari pada universiti tenpatan)

Ber| akunya hal seperti di atas
pada nasa depan tidak mrustahil
Banyak perkara nustahil telah ber-
| aku kepada kehakiman kita. Kita
harus bel aj ar menbi asakan dir
dengan kenust ahi |l an begi ni kerana
negara kita kini telah sanpai ke
suatu zaman serba kerungki nan

En. Anwarjuga tidak |upa untuk
menbi das Maj lis Peguam kerana ke-
curangan yang di | akukan ol eh bebe-
rapa peguam "Majlis Peguam harus
berusaha ber sungguh- sungguh
nmengat asi masal ah kecurangan dan
penyel ewengan peguam kerana kes-
kes dem ki an sering dil apurkan”,
kata beliau. Kita berse’tuju dengan
v. 1.

kenyntnn 1m Mma kmm

an in! kej:dhn-kejadl:nh pg m

dun penye ewenun 00 pa -
pegunm | ermkl n nermm .

wnl nh bukl n mum pran

nahm norms balmmdltm

tel ah didl kwi kmm nmenl pwl nk

Negm ubunyak 22 jut: "1

din norns | ag! manhunt? _

di knknn bend: dlI knwmpir-
gunungnn Nepal ) tehh dl dl km

kerl na nenerl m nul h.

Tentunya nanl-nmm paul m

yang neni pu wang orangund-| uu
wan; nebuah lynmklt pltutsil-
kenakan hukumn yang uti npal .

Peni puan dan penyekwonm

barang si apa sekal i pun yang me-

| akukannya, tidak bol eh dil apglkln



begitu sahaja. Tetapi kit! tidlk
bol eh menyal ahkan Majlis Pegul m
sel uruhnya at as kecurangan bebo-
rapa orang peguam Dan 1mm

bol eh nenyal ahkan Po
Dokt or - Dokt or Mal aysi a kmm
adanya Dokt or yang nenyel eweng-
kan wang orangramai sorta nen-
dat angkan ber macam macam j eni s
penyaki t.

Sebagai nana juga kita tidak

bol eh nmenyal ahkan En. Anwar
kerana | apuran akhbar Cbserver d
London bahawa UWMNO mendapat
habuan sebanyak $300 juta hasi
penbel i an senjata bernilai $4, 500
juta dari Britain, wal aupun En
Anwar adal ah Nai b Presiden

UWNO. Mungki n | apuran Cbserver
itu tidak benar, dan kal au ia benar
(Cbserver telah nmencabar keraj aan
kita untuk menyamannya) tentu
sekali En. Anwar tidak tahu-
menahu nengenai nya. Kenna se-
orang peminpin seperti En. QB
(dan beberapa orang pem pin

I ai n) yang sel al u bercakap tentans
2maruah2, 2nilai-nilai mun? dan
2akhl ak yang tinggi’, kalau tahu
nmengenai nya, sudah ’tentu tidak
akan teragak-agak untuk mel et ak

j awat an dal am parti dan kergj aan.
Kal au skAndal begini berlaku d
Jepun, dan kal au sebuah akhbal
nencabar keraj aan Jepun unt uk
nmenyamannya, dan kal au knj ann
tidak berani saman kerana | apurm
nya itu benar, maka munl vkin
beber apa anggot a kabi net akan
menbunuh diri(harakiri). ,

R El anpovan



CURRENT COMVENT

A record of Aliranis conplete press statements nade in the

precedi ng nont h.

| i DETENTI ON W THOUT

f f TRIAL - UNI SLAM C!

L

he nmonth of Ranmadan, a time

| for fasting and prayer is with

1 us again. It is an appropriate

1; tine in multi-cultural Mlaysia for

| Muslims and non-Muslins alike to

reflect on the cruelty of detention

lunder the ISA - the injustice of

i bei ng inprisoned without any fair

at)" ublic trial

gemis no question that the

o

i s abhorrent to the universa

lprinciples of justice enbodied in

19 Islam other religions and deno-
cratic phil osophies.

[ W say that the cruelty done in

the nanme of | SA by inprisonnent

and torture for alnmost thirty (30)

ityears must be brought to an end.

VI W ask this governnent to show

33 commitnent to justice in this

special month. It can do so, as it

ghas been asked repeatedly, by

freleasing all |SA detainees held in

(Kamunting Detention Centre and

HPol i ce Remand Centres (at |east 70

Etc 80, according to official state-

pnents), by lifting all restrictive

conditions inposed on rel eased | SA

Pdet ai nees and by renoving the | SA

. Sfrom our statute books.

This statement is signed by the

followi ng 22 political parties and

soci 1 organi zations listed in al pha-

?) order:

51 Airan

)

X

\Y,

1k

[

bThe above statenment has not appeared in any daily - Editor)

What is norally wong

tcan never be

i? politically right.

ABRAHAM LI NCOLN

2) Association of Wnen Lawers

(AW)

3) Chemical Wirkers Union

4) Civil Rights Cormittee

(Sel angor Chi nese Assenbly

Hal | )

5) DAP

6) Educational & Research

Associ ati on (ERA)

7) Electrical Industry Wrkers

Uni on

8) Environnmental Protection

Soci ety Mal aysi a (EPSM

9) Federation of Mal aysi an

Consuner s Associ ation

( FOMCA)

10) Mal ayan Sugar Enpl oyees

Uni on

11) Mal aysi an Trades Uni on



Congress (Mruc

12) Metal Industries Enmpl oyees
(MEY)

13) National Union of Industries &
Srmel ting Workers

14) Persatuan Sahabat Wanita

(PSW

15) PAS

16) Pentas Drama Kreativiti

(Pent as)

17) PSRM

18) Sel angor Graduates Society
(SGS)

19) Sel angor Consuners

Associ ati on ( SCA)

20) Transpgrt Wirkers Union

21) Worreni s Devel opnent

Col l ective (VDQ)

22) Workers Organization (W)

April 1989
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THE ARMS SCANDAL -

VWHY NO ACTI ON?

liran is surprised to learn

that the Ml aysi an govern-

ment does not intend to

institute | egal proceedi ngs agai nst
ii The Cbserverm of London for
their news story on the receipt of
ki ckbacks by UMNO and others in
the $4.5 billion arns transaction
between the British and Mal aysi an
gover nnent s.

The Prime M nister has explain-

ed that |egal action in such cases
has never been effective. This is a
conspi cuously timd position to
adopt considering the Prine

M nisteris well-known concern for
the honour and dignity of UWNO
and of the nation. In contrast

Si ngaporeis Prine Mnister, Lee
Kuan Yew, has never hesitated to
conmence defamation suits agai nst
newspapers |like the Utusan Ml ayu
(in 1967) and the Star (in 1988) for
various news reports which he
consi dered untrue and m schi evous.
If the governnent is reluctant to
get involved in law suits in London,
they should at |east carry out a
public enquiry into this matter in
order to show the nation and the
worl d that the governnent has

i ndeed nothing to hide.

15 May 1989 Gan Tei k Chee

" Exco Menber

(The above statenent has not
appeared in any daily - Editor)
UWNO BARUI S MAY 11

CELEBRATI ON

l[iran is disturbed that

UWNO Baruis cel ebration of

1t he 43rd birthday anniver-

sary of the original UWO violated
certain basic principles of consti-
tutional governnment and parliamen-
tary denocracy.

Radi o & Tel evi si on ext ended
transmtting hours on 11 May to
accomodat e UMNO Barui s cel ebr a-



tion. In fact, it was treated as a
great national event. There was no
di stinction between a party matter
and a national affair. UMNO Baru
nmay be the main party within the
ruling Coalition. But the cel ebra-
tion of its so-called birthday is its
own business. It should not involve
the government and certainly

shoul d not involve the entire

nati on.

In a parlianentary denocracy a

di stinction has to be nade between



party and governnment. It is only in
totalitarian societies that’'there is no
di stinction between party and state.
State resources shoul d never be

used for party activities.

It is a pity that this has happen-

ed. It is equally sad that Hi s Roya

Hi ghness the Sultan of Johore was

drawn into UVNO Barul s cel ebra-

tion. Qur Sultans are constitutiona
nonarchs who are above party

politics. Their non-political posi-
tions shoul d be respected by all

16 May 1989 Mohaned Kadir

Exco Menber

(The above statenent has not

appeared in any daily -- Editor)

Thye Poh rel eased : no justice

THE RELEASE OF

CH A THYE PCH

liran wel comes the rel ease

i n Singapore of Chia Thye

APoh who had been held in

detention without trial for 23

years. It is gross injustice that a
person can be detained for Elose to

a quarter of a century w thout

havi ng been given a fair opportu-

nity for self-defence. There was no
trial, no judgenent; only an

arbitrary exercise of executive

powers without the due process of
judicial restraint.

This is why laws like the | SA are

i nherently unjust and can and do

becone fountains of injustice. Wth
not hi ng proven through the due

process of law there is no justifica-
tion for Chia Thye Poh to be

i nposed severe restrictions which
restrict his freedom of novenent,

THE FINAL NAIL IN THE COFFI N

No majority vote

I s mandat e absol ute

Fo’r the mani pul ati on

O our Constitution.

A single anmendnment the original changes,
Sufficient anendnents the original replaces.
Majority and minority included

Have a say in any constitution amended.
Tiis with the vehicle of referendum

Can governnent and people work in tandem
I f an amendnment need be nade ever

Be it towards a society freer

But oppression of the people never.
Article onefounmine a carte blanche it provides
The articles five and nine and ten and thirteen
On fundanental rights the culprit overides
A draeonian law like ISA it invites.
Tightened the Internal Security Act’

Al their acts done and deci sions nade a pact.
The final nail driven into the. coffin’
Stakes attic i fiveuwod) of the constitution
L
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"onenment s have the bol dness to

east serious allegations against

9 tizens then they nust al so have

y e nobility to. prove their allega-

T-tions in open court.

Tong Veng We

,i"e-May 1989

Assi stant Secretary

(The above statenment has not

appeared in any daily - Editor)

.Aliran condemms the nassacre of

patriotic Chinese citizens

MASSACRE | N CHI NA

liran strongly condems the

i ndi scrimnate _ shooting of

__unarned students and de-

nonstrators by army units in

Peki ng over the last few days.

Thi s _unprecedented nmassacre

eretrated against patriotic

e citizens who were nerely

| demonstrating their conmmtnent to

basi ¢ human rights and denocratic

gover nance.

We call upon the United Nation

Human Ri ghts Conmi ssion and al

"human rights novenents through-

out the world to express their

di sapproval of the Deng Xi aopi ng

regime’s brutality in the strongest

terms.

We woul d urge all concerned

Mal aysi ans to send letters or

el egrams to the Enbassy of the

?eopl es Republic of China as we

| ave done condeming the

:ontinued viol ence and suppression

Jeing carried out in Peking.

i June 1989 Gan Tei k Chee

Acting President
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THE RULE OF LAWI
UNDERM NED
he renoval of the principle of
judicial review fromthe Inter- i
nal Security Act, the Public
Order & Prevention of Crinme



Ordi nance and the Dangerous Drugs
Act, is yet another vicious attack
upon the sacred val ues enbodi ed. in
our Constitution. ,

Qur Constitution provides for
judicial review since it recognises
the separation of powers between

the Executive and the Judiciary,

The Judiciary is given the right and
the authority to check the exercise
of powers by the Executi ve.

The Judiciaryis right to question
how t he Executive exercise: its
powers is particularly inmportant in
the case of the three Acts men-
tioned above. For these Act w

the Executive to detain indi als

wi thout a proper trial. Arbitrary
detention without trial as enmbodied
in the Internal Security Act (I SA)
for instance has been m sused and
abused on numerous occasi ons

si nce 1960.

The proposed anendnents -

especially inrelation to I SA - wll
undoubtedly lead to even greater
abuse of power on the part of the
Executive. What is tragic is that it
will not be possible any nore to
check this abuse through the

Courts. It is hard to believe that
the anendments will now renove

the right of a citizen to apply for
any of the prerogative orders of
mandanus, prohibition and certi o-
rari, injunction or a wit of habeas
cor pus.

By legalising the right of the
Executive to exercise unfettered
untranmel |l ed power in matters
related to fundanental fr ,

the Barisan governnent is Ct
legitimsing arbitrariness. The arbit-
rary use of power is characteristic
of totalitarian societies. Wen
arbitrariness is legitimzed, the rule
of law i s underni ned.

It is wong to argue that the
Executive should be allowed to
exercise its power without subleC
ing itSEIf to judicial review because
conditions in Malaysia are different
fromother countries. Security
shoul d not be used as an excuse to
curb liberty. There are certain basic
rights which are the conmon heri -
tage of all human beings. Judicial r
review - the right of independent
courts of law to question the
actions of the Executive - is one
such basic right. It is aright that is



5.11 the nore precl oue when what in
It Iteke in the life and liberty of |
hunen bei ng.
This |I's why the Universal Decla-
ntlon of Human Rights, l|ike the
I nternati onal Covenant on Politica
6 Cvil R ghts, upholds the right of
,the Judiciary to check Executive
| otion. Indeed, our ’own Rukune-
guru recognise: this vital principle In
- Itl dencriptlon of whit a denocratic
jociety I1.
, Detaining a person without tria
in one of the nost undenocretlc
practices ever conceived. Denying
Inch 5 person the bunk: right to
gueet| on hie unjuet detention
through I court of law in one of the
nost | nhummn acts that ha- occured
(in the nnnal e of Mal awi an hhtory.
21 June 1989 Dr Chandra Mizaff a-
Pr esi dent
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KHOVEI NI : AN ASSESSMENT

conti nued from page 36

did not offer a rosy future, but
rather promsed a return to a

gol den past, based principally on
the experience of 13 brief years
during which the Prophet had rul ed
the present ki ngdom of Saud

Arabi a, sone 14 centuries ago.

Hi s nost fanpbus essays are

Kashf al-Asrar (Key to Secretsii),
published in 1942, and Hukunmat-i -
Islami (iilslamc Governnentli),
witten in 1971. Both have been
transl ated into several |anguages,

i ncludi ng English. H's convol uted
style of witing, and the manner
and tone of his speeches, becane

| egendary in Iran. None of his
speeches can be literally translated
into any | anguage wi thout first
rewiting the text in plain Persian
Central to the Ayatollahis think-
ing was the pivotal role of Islamin
any Islamc society, in social
cultural, econonmic and even
political matters. And since it is
only the U ama and the Fugaha

(the religious jurists) who are

i nforned and | earned enough about
Islamic matters, it is only natura
that they should | ead and guide the
Umah (the Muslim comunity).

The Ayatol |l ah decl ared that

usince Islamc governnent is a
government of |aw, those acquaint-
ed with the |law, or nore precisely,
with religion, rmust supervise its
functioning. It is they who super-
vise all executive and adm nistrative
affairs of the country, together
with all planning."

The Fagi h (as Ayatol |l ah Kho-

meini becane) is ultimately 'em
powered to supervise and nonitor
the external progress of |slancisa-
tion and the perpetuation of the
Islamic state. This constitutionally-
created status of the Fagih, wholly
absent fromthe majority Sunni sect
of Islam guarantees an indefinite
iidynastic" continuity of the
clergy’s control over all spiritual
| egal, political, econonic, social and
foreign affairs in Iran.

Ayat ol | ah Khonei ni argued t hat

CGod intended the virtues, characte-
ristic of Islamc government from
the dawn of Islamto the reign of
the Twel fth (H dden) Imam be
perpetuated, and ttif a conpetent
man, conbining in himself these
suprenme virtues, appears and

founds a true Islamc government,

it means that the has been invested
by the Almghty with the sane
mandat e as the Holy Prophet to

| ead the people, therefore it is the
peopl es absolute duty to foll ow
him" Therefore, once you have an
Islamic revolution and an Islanic



state you can strive to create the
nearest thing to what the | mans

had i ntended. Since Ayatoll ah
Khonei ni was found to have the
appropriate virtues, it was only
natural that he should | ead and that
the masses and their representatives
shoul d fol |l ow.

Posi ng the question in such

pol emi cal terns, the Ayatollahis
notion of ttsink or swnmi is un-
intentionally rem niscent of the
debate over the possibilities of
itsocialismin one countryil after
the 1917 Russi an Revol ution. Aya-
tollah Khoneiniis ttStalinist" posi-
tion regarding the legitinmcy of the
revol utionary regine, expressed in
such dramatically ideol ogical terns,
has so far guaranteed the survival of
iilslamc government in one
country", despite the overwhel m ng

i nternal and external opposition to
its very right of existence. Just as
Stalin argued for the consolidation
of Bol shevi sm at home as the best
means of defending the revol ution
Ayat ol | ah Khoneini, 50 years |ater,
argued that 1llnot to have an Islamc
governnent neans | eavi ng our
boundari es unguarded. Can we

afford to sit nonchal antly on our
hands while our enem es do what -
ever they want?"

Ayat ol  ah Khon®ei ni invol ved his
clergy followers at every |evel of
government and adm nistration. It
has been estimated that of the top
1, 000 key posts in the country,

sone 600 are held by Sayyeds (the

di rect descendants of the Prophet
whose religious gown is distinguish-
ed by the wearing of a green belt
and a bl ack turban), and 50 key
posts are held by the Ayatoll ahis
own relatives.

Furthernmore, the Islamc state
spends an estimated $3 billion a
year on internal security, ensuring
the smooth functioning of the
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4 freely and happily whose eve
ttonly governnent that reas

accepts as legitinmate and welcom 1
act is just and whose right it is
rule over the whole worldi’. Ab
these measures were not enou a

the Ayatol |l ah sanctioned |slam
state coercion by stating "Den
forget that killing is also a form
nmercy There are ills that cann

be cured except through burnint

The corrupt in every society shou
be |iqui dated?

The nonopolisation of politic

power by the’ clergy is consiste.
with Ayatollah Khonmeiniis visio

of an Islamc state, as he expresse
it long before the victory of t
Revol ution. The accusation by h’
opponents, however, that the Ay



tol l ah behaved contrary to his ow
decl arati ons and pronouncenen 1
regarding the nature of th s

revol utionary regine, and t '1

of the clergy init, is validin so f

as Khoneini, in his haste to kee
the opposition forces united und
his | eadership, did make "li beral

and ttdenocratic" prom ses.

The Islanmic Revolution in Iran

was, according to Ayatollah Kho
meini, basically different froma
the ot her unon-divine revol utions

hi story", because it was the first t(
be based on the will of God. Tht
guestion may arise that it" and whe
other Islamc countries(particularl)
in the Arab world) were to ex

peri ence their own such revol ution
who could legitimately lead it?

Unl ess the Sunni sect of 1518
fundanentally transforns its tradi t
tions, its Uama will be unable t 1

| ead and govern the ensuing ic
novenent. But the nmm on

hi erarchy, essential for the organisa
tion of any revolution, is manifestl
available in the Shiite sect of Islam
As previous Mddle Eastern revolu
tions and uprisings have illustrated!
their inadequacies and failings it
woul d seemthat the mullahs in

Iran feel qualified to spearhead the
| ate charge of political I|slam
towards the twenty-first century.
According to the formula devel op-

ed for the ttlslanmic |iberation" of
Iraq, the Lebanon, Bahrain, Kuwai't
and even Saudi Arabia, all with

si zeabl e Shi a popul ations, are ripe
for the divine novenent.



, Short-com ngs of Arab Nationalism
Put in 'these terms, the Islamc
alternative will undoubtedly seem
attractive, even to the Sunn

Musl ins, as the only true indige-
nous alternative to iisatanic rule" in
various Muslimcountries, after the
Conmuni sm and Arab Soci al i sm

and Pal esti ni an Popul i sm have be-
cone frustratingly clear to the
rulers and the ruled alike. But

per haps the nost attractive aspect,
to Arab peoples, of the Ayatoll ah
Khomei nil s regi ne has been his
forceful condemation of things
West ern.

The Ayatollah often warned that
everything Western is satanic and
nmust be rejected. The ultinate

pur pose of Western powers in the
Muslim countries is nothing nore
than to dom nate the | and and
underm ne Islam iiW are not

n made to | ose your ability to
linvincedii he said iithat you have
i stinguish between good and evil,
in exchange for a few radio sets and
 udi crous Western hats. Your atten-
tion has been attracted to the dis-
robed wonen to be seen on

t hor oughf ares and in sw nmm ng

pool s."

VWhat was needed, therefore, was

a righteous force to cone al ong and
renove the Western trappi ngs of
life, so that the believers could see
the true path again. But, as they
surrendered to righteousness, the
use of legitimate Islamc justice
(i.e. force) was essential, both for
the sal vation of the individual, and
for the good of society as a whole.
The unwel cone Western in-

fluence was present even in the

" erfluous bureaucracies and the
wns of fil e-keeping and paper-
shuffling that is enforced in thent
These nodern concepts of bureau-
craci es and adm ni stration were,
Ayat oHah Khormei ni decreed, Itto-
tally alien to Islanf. The correct
procedures of adm nistering a
nodern state, such as lran, had | ong
exi sted: uthe nethod established

by Islamfor enforcing peoples
rights, adjudicating disputes, and
executing judgenents is at once
sinmple, practical, swift. Wen the
juridical nethods of Islamwere
applied, the Shariah judge in each
town, assisted only by two bailiffs
and with only a pen and an i nkpot
at his disposal, would swiftly re-
sol ve di sputes anpbng peopl e and
send t hem about their business?
This si lification of the con-

cept of tl ithering away of’ the

st at ei

?Js proved unobtainable in
practice. Just as the Soviet and
Chi nese societies are burdened by



their respective vast and spraw ing
bur eaucraci es, the Islam c Republi -
can regime, far fromsinplifying the
exercise of the will of God on
earth, routinely presided over the
Shahl s huge state nachinery, utilis-
ing it to great effect. The null ahs
positively utilised the bureaucracy
in ensuring the national inpact of
the Islam c governnent, saving its
ruthless efficiency to tight Islams
internal and external enenies. Even
adnmi ni stering sinple justice has
been i nmpossi bl e w thout the

machi nery of the Pahlavi Justice

M ni stry, which since the revol u-
tion, has been headed by hi gh-
ranki ng Khomei ni - m nded Ayat ol -

| ahs.

The phenonenon of Khormei -

nism this peculiar Shiite sense of
Islam is likely to dom nate the
Iranian and (regional) Islamc
political scene for many years after
and ref fO
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the Ayatollahls death. In the
absence of an equally powerful
alternative, Ayatollah Khoneinils
sinmpl e and basic notions of life,
death; politics and society wll
nore than likely attract young

and politically frustrated Misli s,
fromthe shores of the Persian Gulf,
to the Red Sea, the Pacific Rim

and as far away as China, the

Phi | i ppi nes, and South Afri ca.

Hi story teaches us that great
revol uti onary | eaders | eave their
hal | marks on their transforned
societies. History also tells us that
any grand revolution intends to
reconstruct the world in its own
imge: the United States, after 200
years and the Soviet Union after 70
years of their respective revolutions
are still justifying their interna
interests in ideologically universa
terms. The lranian (Islanic) Revo-
lution is but the | atest contender
for universal supremacy - nore
potent, as it squarely confronts the
| egitimacy of both the conpeting
Western ideol ogies in the interna-
tional arena. O

The | ndependent

5 June | 989

X

egress

d contentnent?



D
An Assessnent
KHOVEI NI :



