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not

them,

unions are

mmostof

people have been dumped in
these undeveloped regions

under the apartheid system,
industrialists are seizing the

Ory opportunity to what black
unionists blun call starva-
tion wages.’

The industrialists are tMm

selves paying only a fraction of
- these paltry sums. The South
~ African Government foots most

~ of the bill with a staggering 95

- per cent wage subsidy, together

rica w:th'?Spercentoftherentfor

premises plus other
bﬁa paid to mdustnahsts

who go to the ¢ homelands.’
- Because of .the exemption
~ from the industrialised laws,

businessmen are able to exploit
the system to include even then'

managers, w
eamamundSI,ZOOamonth in
the subsidies, so that some may
be paying
month for a labour force of 500.

They do this by depressing
the uncontrolled lower end of
the wage scale to half the

submd level of £44 per worker

per month, so that the entire
wage bill falls within the
amount for which subsidies will

~ be paid.

This means in effect that the

“black labourers are subsidising

their white bosses’ wages.
The South African Govern-

as little as £1,000 a

South Africa’s
. homelands,’
_one-fifth the size of the Duchy

m]efntsaysthe hom&nds are
self- overnmgreglonsrespons
ible for their own affairs. “ It is

‘up to the homeland govern-

ments to decide whether they

want to lay down minimum
wages or allow trade unions. It

is impossible for us to interfere
because we have no jurisdiction
or locus stand: there, the
Director-General of the
Department of Manpower,
PletervanderMerve,saldman
interview.

QwaQwalsthesmallestof
10  tribal
It is less than

of Luxembourg and has more
than six times its populauon
density.

It is siutated on the northern

‘border of Lesotho, in the

foothills of the towering
Drakensberg . mountains.

-Farmmglsnnposmblemthls

i — —

and it is 200 miles from the
centresofmdustmlemploy—

ment.

About 9,000 people have
found work In

andBethlehem Hundreds of

others gather daily at the labour

bureau in the capital of
Phuthadlt]aba, hoping to be
recruited as migrant workers in
distant cities, for which they
can earn £24 a week.

Last Wednesday 1 met Joh-

annes Sibanda, 57, at the labour
‘bureau. He had walked from

his village five miles away, as he
has done every day for two
years. |

‘Sibanda missed out again that
day, although the director of
the bureau said it was an
unusually good day: he man-

amcil todud jobefor S5 Dienke.

The average is 400 a month,

steepandovercmwdedphce |

‘to examine the wage levels

“committed to an improvement

unemployed last October. A

nearby
i ofH th_mwdofmenfromthelabour

bureau stormed the factories

-and drove out the workers.

The “ homeland ’ administra-
tion of Chief Minister Kenneth
Mopeli appointed a mmhmdnf

t
found some factories m
paying £3.18 a week.

‘ The industrialists have' now
agreed to match the minimum

‘wage paid by the Qwa Qwa

Government and

they are

of wages as productivity
increases,’ the managing direc-
tordof the QDC, Louw du Toit,
sai
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L'AFRIQUE DU SUD. POUBELLE..NUCLEAIRE!
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ree antorités sud—-africaines ont dtudié la possibilité de faire des ,

régions reculées du pays un site international d'enterrement des de—
chets radio-actifs. Ils estiment que les grands espaces ouverts et/ les
conditions arides de la république sont idéaux pour un dépotoilr atomiaue.
Cette“n\uvelle 3 &t& annoncée lors d'une conférence de presse 4y Vaal-
puts r zong destinée 3 devenir le site d'enterrement des QwCthb atomi=
gques de Kerglg-- 2 100 km environ de Sprinbok dans le Bushrianland. :
Le docteur 5E\Hugo, directeur général de la "Nuclear develorment Cor-
poration of Sou h-Africa" (Nucor) a dit que la faible pluv1051té et les
grands espaces axides peu peuplés d'Afrique du Sud, lui epargnent les
problémes auxquels sont confrontés les autres pays utlllsant 1'énergie

nucléaire, en ce qul concerne 1l'évacuation des déchets,

D'autres pays ont une forte population et doivent réserver la terre dont

on a pourtant besoln a 1'8vacuation... On souligne que, si cette aven-

ture—: risquée était entreprlse, elle rapporterait des billions en devises

—

-

&trangéres au pays. uals le Dr Hugo a dit que cela pourrait conduire &

-

ce aque l'on cdonne & éthuette de poubelle nucléalre du ronde a l'Afrique

du sud, ce qui, pensait- -i1% ne pourrait-étre accepte.
\

Aujourd'hui tous les sous- prodults hautement/radio-actifs de Koeberg sont

exportés pour étre retraités é& le pays s'occupant du retraitement est

responsable des cdéchets. ! Mais I\Afrlque du/Sud aurait éventuellement a

s'occuper de.l'évacuation de ses\ déchets hautement radio-actifs. On &
dit que 1l'Afrique du Sud était capﬁ?le,technlquewent de stocker les

déchets atomigques aussi blen que leé\?utreg pays. y

Wam®

Construction hlll‘.‘ for Trident nucltlr hubmlnnrs al Ba ow — Namibian uranium appears to plav
crucial role




