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| NTRODUCTI ON

At the initial level the follow ng proposal envisages a distinction to be
drawn between amateur groups/individuals and professional groups/

i ndividuals. This distinction is not aiming to discrimninate participation of
ei t her group, but seeks a bal anced pro-activity towards ensuring a
successful election effort. It seems apparent that professional mnusicians
and poets are already being involved in the election process, e.g "Misic
Festival For Elections - Ackerman Stadium - 4th Septenber 1993". This
show i ncl udes Mzwakhe Moul i, Brenda Fassie, Rebecca Mal ope to nane but

a few The admission is Twenty Rand (R20) which may not be afforded by a
non-wor ki ng person but by those who are presumably enpl oyed or can
somehow afford it.

G ven the above, the proposal concerns are on Professional Performances/
Partici pation and Amat eur Perfornmances/Participation toward ensuring a
successful election victory. A specific attention is also given to what

here is terned narginalised groups, i.e English, Afrikaans, Indian, Asiatic
and ot her peoples culture.

PROFESSI ONAL

PERFORMANCES/

PARTI Cl PATI ON

It is here-bel ow recogni sed that professional poets, dramatists, dancers
and musicians are known to be naking a living on their profession
whereas amateurs may or may not be fulltime artists who may or nay not
be making a living out of their professions. Bel ow are sone of the points
which relate to professional artists.

Per f or mances need proper and experienced managenent personne

who have an unquestionabl e support and loyalty to the novenent.

Already it seens attention is given to this point as evidenced by the
Carlton Hotel organisers (for the Mandel a birthday-party) such as

Wel cone Msonmi et al. It may be considered whether a team of co-

ordi nators including Wel come Msom and his coll eages coul d be set



up. It also seens that a production teamin the nane of "Wrd of
Mout h Production"” have a good reputation of professionally putting
t oget her good Festivals and professional perfornmances - Sone kind
of contraction with them coul d be reached.

More than anyt hing el se performances coul d effectively fund-rai se
for the election effort.

THE FESTI VAL CONCEPT may be one of the nmpst inmportant in the

El ection effort. Apart fromcreating a spirit of confidence in com ng
out of elections victorious, it will also ensure good fora for the
ANC/ SACP al liance to spread the political nessage to as many
people as will come to these occassions. As a concept "The
Festival" may entail the massive involvenent at a national scale

t hrough performance activity of |ocal traditional and nodern dance,
choral and band rnusic, drama and poetry groups which are not
necessarily popul arly known.

It is hoped that Leaders of the organisation, as exanplified in
recent perfornances (Botshabelo), wll always acconpany and

be present in these perfornances.

Though these concerts nay be targetted for the working

popul ati on, the black m ddle class and some section of the
popul ati on which can afford, it is inportant that at sone stage
they (concerts) be used for ordinary rural and narginalised
sections of the popul ation which may not afford but wish to be
party to them i.e sone free concerts could be possible for the
sake of the novenent to have nore access to these sections of

the popul ation. Alternatively one or two professional artists

may join the nobiie video unit in the border areas fromtime

to tine.

Partici pants nay have a well-conposed ELECTI ON SONG akin to

the Anerican hit "We are the Wrld; W are the children" of

the 1980’ s which could be inmediately and professionally

recorded. It is hoped that this song could be rel eased on the



mar ket as soon as possible so that by the tine of el ection-day the
majority of the electorate may all join in song.

O her songs which may be recorded may of necessity exto

| eaders of the ANC/S. A CP AIliance so as to strengthen their
constituency. It is hoped that by this deliberate excercise the
nore individual |eaders are popularised is the nore the

noverment at |arge woul d be popul ari sed.

Prof essional artists could produce a film videos and audi o-

tapes by invol ving nusicians, dancers, actors, poets and

narrators in VIDEO PLAYS and AUDI O TAPES for popul ar hone-

viewing. It is hoped that these professionals nmay be the sane

core group to give live performances of the election script
enbracing all these art-forms in one show.

Pr of essi onal choirs such as Imlonji ka Ntu, lonian Male Choir and
ot hers such as the A N.C Choir, could be approached for something
like a "Choir-Day For Elections" kind of a theme - which they m ght
kindly accept to do. Choirs could also be of help in either the re-
conposition of old songs which enphasised the political situation of
guerilla warfare years - bent on war rhetoric - or the composition
of new ones. Al with the aimof enphasising the spirit of socia
reconciliation, peace and goodw || as opposed to viol ence.
Concl usi on:

It is therefore apparent that despite initiatives already taken there is
need for nr Ii - r ini n of all these events in the nane of

the AN C Already it seens Conrade Garnett Godden has sone or certain
initiatives in this regard. There may be possibilities of co-ordinating
proposal s nade here with him (CGodden), Wl cone Msom and others

i nvol ved.

AVATEUR

PERFORMANCES/

PARTI PATI ON
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For amateur perfornmances THE FESTI VAL CONCEPT may al so be one of, the
nost important in the Election effort. Apart fromcreating a spirit of
confidence in comng out of elections victorious, it will also ensure good
fora for the ANC/ SACP alliance to spread the political nessage to as
many people as will come to these occassions. As a concept "The
Festival" may entail the massive involvenent at a national scale through
performance activity of |ocal traditional and nodern dance, choral and
band nusic, drama and poetry groups which are not necessarily popularly
known. Whereas proffessional individuals and groups may be financially
and | ogi stically demandi ng, amateur groups and individuals are far |ess so.
Addi tional ly, amateur performances of this nature enphasi se comuna

i nvol venent which can attract ordinary poor people to listen to "VOTER
EDUCATI ON' programes by political activists of the novenment, who may
join in the occassions.

it is proposed that sone of the involvenent of amateur groups would

i ncl ude questions such as

to:

i nvol ve amat eur CREATI VE ARTI STS such as dranatists, poets, story-
witers, conposers, choreographers in the election effort. Their

being in constant contact with | ocal branches of the ANC woul d

explain what is priority in terns of winning nore and nore

supporters into the nmovenent. It is also recommended that the

thene of these art-creations should al ways be mapped onto

strategi es of the novenent towards the election victory.

bring to the imagination of rural popul ations that a vote for

the ANC i s not opposed to their chiefdonms or communa

structures but will secure the communities socio-politica

pr ef er ences.

have a wel| conposed ELECTI ON SONG akin to the Anerican hit "W

are the world; We are the children"of the 1980s.

simlarly draft a ELECTI ON DRAMA script for either being

wor kshopped by community groups or to be perforned at |ocalised



areas by pro-nmovenent amateur groups. This would highlight

cul tural handi caps of rural popul ations, such as for a wife to be told

by the husband as to what organisation she would have to vote for.

The above is proof enough that to efficiently and quickly acconplish this
task some kind of structure is needed and that the nore novenent toward
election is the nmore cultural involvermrent will be needed.

PROPCSED CULTURE- STRUCTURE FOR ELECTI ON CAMPAI GN

I nt roducti on:

The initiative taken by the Departnment of information and Publicity (D P)
to engage whol esal e cultural activities for the election effort cannot be
surpassed in its correctness. Because the DI P engages cultural activity,
links with the Departnent of Arts and Culture (DAC) seem necessary.

There is also likely possibilities of co-ordinating effort with the

El ecti ons Comittee/ Comm ssion (and sub-conmittees), the Fund-raising
Conmittee (and sub-comm ttees), Professional bodies/individuals (e.g

"Word of Mouth Productions”, Caiphus Senmenya, Jonas Gnangwa) and grass-
root cultural units and individuals. Apart fromthe possible |inks

nenti oned above, the structure to be created may al so consi der possible
links with established Electronics Media and the Print Media whether as
institutions or individuals anbng them

In as much as the Trade Centre talks found it necessary to consult grass-
root opinion on the re-demarcation of borders inside South Africa, sois it
necessary that proposals on the structures nmeant to nan cul tural
activities for elections, trascend pl anni ng boundaries from head-office so
as to have nore grass-root voice on them (i.e on structures). This is said
with particular reference to rural areas and nmargi nalised comunities. It
is therefore hoped that a structure which incorporates and consults al
these organs can quickly and efficiently dissem nate the novenent’s

el ecti on nessages through the nediumof culture. In this case such a
structure will have to be geared for consciously engaging cultural activity
as a propaganda medi um and not a culture nediumin itself - despite the
fact that the two serve nutual interests in many cases.
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Bel ow i s a suggested Structure which is at present elenentary and open to
further scrutiny and devel oprent.
STEERI NG COW TTEE

4 - 5 MEMBERS

FUND- RAI SI NG

COW TTEE

PROMOTI ON AND

MARKETI NG

PRODUCTI ON

TEAM

S| BLLCIMBE

BODY OF PROFESSI ONAL

ARTI STS

AUDI O VI DEO

AND FI LM

UNIT

RURAL

CULTURE

REG ONAL

FO? FUND- RAI SI NG PERFORVANCES
ELECTI ONS COW ' | TEES ORGANI SI NG
COW TTEE COW TTEE

MARG NALI SED

CULTURES FOR

ELECTI ONS

COW TTEE

ENGLI SH, AFRI KANER,

| NDI AN, ASI ATI C,

COLCXJRED AND OTHER

PECPLE S CULTURE

SUB- COW Tl * EES
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As can be seen the structure attenpts to acconmodate the nobilisation of
ot her comunity groups into the election nould. Apart fromthe

di stinctions already drawn between amateurs and the professionals there
is also need to give attention to other nmarginalised sections of the
popul ation. In ternms of cultural involvenent toward popul arising the ANC
for the Elections, it seens the so-called Col oured, Indian, Asiatic,

Afri kaner and English popul ation cultures are not given enough attention
Thus the followi ng is proposed:

H R AL

Anal ysi s:

According to the 702/ Star Poll conducted by the Media and Marketing
Research in the 3rd of Julyl (See 2nd August 1993 "The Star") newspaper
on the one hand "The ANC attracts the support of 78% of bl ack
respondents. It also draws 29% of Indian support, 15% of Col oured

and 4% of Whites", whereas on the other hand the NP has 3% bl ack
respondents. Results al so suggests 4 out of every 10 white voters,

5 out of every 10 col oured and Indian voters would go for the NP

These figures suggest an obvi ous gap between the NP and the ANC in
relation to support of other conmmunities other than Bl ack

Since it seens the above poll is consistent with other recently conducted
national polls, it would seemclear that the role cultural activities could
play in these communities would al nost quickly cure this inbalance.
Moreover this poll was conducted where there is a | arge concentration of

I ndi an, Col oured, Asiatic, Afrikaans and English populations. Is this
typical of other areas such as in the Durban/Pietermaritzburg area; the
Cape Town/ Port Elizabeth/East London and ot her areas?

RESEARCH

OR

1The sanple was conducted on the Wtwatersrand and made up of 817 eligible voters. Mich o
| the

i nterviews were conducted through tel ephone conversations and a snall percent were conduc
ted in the streets

around the reef.
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QPERATI QNAL PHASES$ 2:

To-

i medi ately engage the | ocal ANC branches around areas with

| arge I ndian, Coloured, Asiatic, English and Afrikaans
comunities for an imedi ate short-termresearch to be
conducted so as to ensure the role culture can play toward
politico-cultural persuasion of these and to check on whatever
is possible in imredi ately engagi ng respective cultures in the
real mof the election effort. Due to pressure in tinme the
research could be squeezed into the shortest mninumtine
possi bl e.

have a contigent of co-ordinators go round with nobile units
into targetted areas for prelimnary research as well as have
them hol d experinental perfornmances and wor kshops on drama
and poetry scripts and songs ained at not only tVoter
Education’ but to deliberately increase support for the ANC
excerci se discretion where potential hostilities exist toward
acts sinmlar to the ones nentioned above (as shoul d be
expected in predom nately Afrikaner areas) - such as to
initially organise mld political tones in performance events
and to gradually be outspoken on political support for the ANC
REQUI SI TI ON

O fice Space.

Chai r

Desk

Car dboard

(PC) Personal Computer

Pri nter

Files

2 To be followed by other phases depending on priorities set by election co-ordinators.
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