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new year always signals

A hope. Sonetinmes new

hopes burst into bud.

Oten it is the old hopes which

bl ossom agai n.

| SA DETAI NEES &

EX- DETAI NEES

As we wel cone 1989, we hope

, and pray , that all the remain-

i ng detainees fromthe Interna
Security Act (ISA) swOoOp of

Oct ober - Novenmber 1987 will be

rel eased i nmredi ately and un-
conditionally. As long as they are in
jail, the rest of us cannot be free
men and wonen. For there can be

no freedomin a | and which all ows
an individual to be detained wth-
out trial for any length of tinme.

It is not just the detainees who
shoul d be freed. Many of those who
have been ttfreedii should al so be
freed again. Severe restrictions have
been i mposed upon a nunber of

former detainees. Their ttfreedont
has been rendered neani ngl ess. The
restrictions inposed upon these ex-
det ai nees shoul d be renoved wit h-
out any del ay.

There are al so serious allegations
that a few detai nees and ex-
det ai nees have been subjected to
physical torture and verbal abuse.
The authorities have not dared to
refute them This is why Aliran
feel s that an independent Comm s-
sion of Inquiry should be establish-
ed as soon as possible to probe
these al |l egati ons.

We hope that 1989 will see an

end to the increasingly ranpant
practice of using the |ISA for al
sorts of alleged crimes. In the

last 16 nonths or so, the |ISA has
been enpl oyed agai nst individual s

al | egedly invol ved in passport

t’ orgeries, arson, arned robberies
etc. There are specific laws and
specific penalties for these crines.
It is wong to classify any and every
all eged crinme as an uinterna
securityn case. If this goes on then
there will be no need for other

| aws: everything can be brought
within the ambit of the | SA. There

will be no need to scrutinise

evi dence through the forum of an

open court. There will he no need

for wtnesses, counsel, a public
trial. if this isnt subversion of |ega
0
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procedures, indeed of the rule of
law itself, what is it? The |ISA
which is already a violation of the
rule of [aw should not be used now
to underm ne the entire system of
justice in the country.

This is why the I SA has to go. It
is alaw which by its very nature



lends itself to easy abuse. O
course, we cannot hope to get rid
of the 1SA in 1989. But we shoul d
intensify efforts in 1989 directed
towards the eventual abolition of
the I SA. This should be the resol u-
tion of each and every Ml aysi an
who cherishes freedom and justi ce.
For our part, we will continue to
educate the Ml aysian public on
what the concept of "security"
really nmeans, what national security
is as distinct fromthe security of
the ruling elite and what the nove
idea of ttcitizenis securityii inplies.
We shall show t hrough our witing
and speeches why both freedom

and justice are essential to a
genui ne concept of security.
Towards this end Aliran has just
publ i shed a book in Bahasa

Mal aysi a cal |l ed | SA Dan Kesel ama-
tan Negara. Lets hope the book
sells well in 1989.

J UDI Cl ARY

As inmportant as the issue of the

| SA is the question of the Judi-
ciary. 1988 wi tnessed an unprece-
dented. unparall el ed assault upon
Judi ci al independence. |f anything,
some recent appointnents to the
Supreme Court appear to confirm
the general feeling anong people
that the Executive is determned to
create a Judiciary which will act
according to its wi shes.

The people will not easily forget
the injustice done to the nations
system of justice. The Executive
shoul d make anmends. The di sm ssed
Lord President and the two sacked
Supreme Court Judges shoul d be
restored to their former positions.
Restoring themwould be a little
conplicated but it can be done if
the Mahathir governnent is really
si ncere about an independent
Judi ci ary.

It the government cannot re-
instate the three expelled Judges,
then it should at the very | east ask
for their forgiveness in public.



Admitting that one has -done sorme-
thing wong and asking for forgive-
ness fromthe victim is a spiritua
act held in high esteemin all the
religious traditions found in our
country. It will show the people
that certain governnent |eaders
have begun to repent for their

m sdeeds and are genuine in their
efforts to heal the nation’s wounds.
To show their sincerity, these

| eaders should al so take the
necessary steps to abrogate the
amendment to Article 121 of the

Mal aysi an Constitution. It is this
amendnment approved by Parli a-

nment in March | ast year which gives
the Legislature, in effect the
Executive, the power to control the
Judi ci ary. The governnent shoul d
1i0 even further. It should streng-
n those provisions in the Consti -
tion pertaining to the

i ndependence of the Judiciary. At
present there are certain require-
ments in relation to the appoint-
nment and di sm ssal of judges which
allow a political elite inclined
towards authoritarianismto inpose
its will. These rules will have to be
changed with the aimof mnim-

sing Executive interference with
the Judiciary.

VEDI A

i The governnent should, at the
sane time, loosen its tight hold
upon t he Bahasa Mal aysi a and
Engl i sh | anguage dailies and Radio
and Tel evi sion networks. Media
control has been nost bl atant since
Ttober 1987. It explains to sone

ent why inportant segments of

the medi a have becone incredibly

bi ased towards the Mahathir | eader-
, ship in their reporting of the
UMNO crisis. Indeed, there are
Bahasa and English newspapers

whi ch deliberately distort the views
of Mahathiris political adversaries,
denigrate them and defile their
reputation.

This bellicose attitude towards
ttthose who are not with usll should
not continue into 1989. The ot her
side should al so be given just and
fair coverage in the dailies and over
Radi o and Tel evision. As a genera
pol i cy, non-Establishnent views on
social and political issues should be
regarded as legitimate and given
sufficient scope for expression
through all the channels of public
comuni cation avail abl e.

It isinthis regard that Aliran
hopes that in 1989 the government
will see sense and anend the
severely restrictive Printing Pre’sses
and Publication Act. The require-
nment in that Act that every

peri odi cal should obtain fromthe



government a new publ i shing

licence every year inhibits nost
newspaper’ s and magazi nes from
telling the truth - if the truth is
goi ng to enbarrass or hurt or anger
the authorities. In a denocracy,
peopl e should be free to publish as
a matter of course. If what is
publ i shed threatens nationa
security or ethnic harnony or
public norals the authorities can
al ways act agai nst the publication
concerned on the basis of
establ i shed | aws and procedures.
Just as the annual |icensing

requi renment hinders the freedom of
expression, so the Oficial Secrets
Act (OSA) hanpers denocratic
accountability. This againis

anot her | aw whi ch one hopes wil|

be anmended, if not abolished alto-
gether, in the new year. Certain
sections of the OSA deter
journalists frominvestigating

al |l eged malpractices within the
public sector. There is a nandatory
jail term (which can go up to 14
years) for revealing an officia
secret. Theoretically, anything can
be classified as an tiofficial secreti
Let us therefore in 1989 take

anot her hard | ook at the whol e

concept of official secrets in the
light of a trend towards dim nishing
denocratic accountability since the
new OSA cane into force two years

ago.
So far we have exam ned funda-
mental civil and political liberties

and crucial denocratic institutions
to determ ne how 1989 can breathe
fresh hope into a deteriorating
situation. However, there are other
i mportant chall enges this year

whi ch shoul d al so concern us.

THE ECONOWY

The econony, for instance, has
been showi ng signs of recovery
since the middle of 1987. This is
mai nl y because our export conmo-
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dities like rubber, tin and
petrol eum have been fetching very
good prices in the internationa
mar ket, conpared to the recession
years between 1983 and 1986. CQur
manuf act ured goods especially

el ectroni ¢ products have al so been
selling well aided no doubt by the
buoyancy of the United States
econony in recent tines. But sone
of the credit for the economc
recovery nmust go to the Mal aysi an
government as well. The govern-
nent reduced public expenditure
quite significantly between 1985
and 1987 and has encour aged
foreign investnments by rel axi ng
some of the rules on foreign equity
and participation.

"Let us hope that the economc



recovery continues into 1989.

Sone econonists feel that after
Septenber this year or thereabouts
current growmh rates which are

i mpressive will begin to decline
again. If this does happen, it would
be | argely because the United States
econonmy with its huge deficit

m ght be compell ed to adopt
measures which could well affect
both our commodity and manuf ac-
turing exports.

What ever the forecasts for the
future, there are certain present
trends which are even nore
worrying. Since there is nore

noney in our national coffers

today conpared to two years ago
and, with the prom se of better
wages for civil servants and
teachers, retailers and whol esal ers
appear to be taking advantage of
the situation and have begun to

i ncrease prices of goods and
services. In fact, sonme would even
argue that serious inflation has

al ready begun to set in. The retai
price of powdered mlk for instance
- an essential foodstuff- has gone
up by 15 per cent. Prices of eggs
and chi cken have al so increased.

Li kewi se, the recent increase in the
price of petrol is, undoubtedly,
part of the sane inflationary trend.
At the sanme tit'ne, the ringgit is
getting weaker and weaker in
relation to the worldls mgjor
currencies and, in particular, the
Si ngapore dollar. Wat this neans
is that the Ml aysian consuner
purchases much | ess with her



i ssues in the econony from"this
perspective - a perspective:
concerned with human dignity and
noney today conpared to what she
could buy with the ringgit a decade
ago. Since a |l ot of goods, including
essentials . are inported, the
consumer, with the shrinking

ringgit in her hand, is really hard
hit. To make it worse, prices of
goods and services are soaring up, as
we have observed. Inflation, in a
situation where the ringgit is depre-
ciating rapidly, will affect adversely
the econom c wel | -bei ng of npbst

Mal aysi ans.

One of the nationis ngjor

econoni ¢ tasks in 1989 then would

be to control the prices of essentia
goods and services. It may be hel p-
ful to set up a Price Control

Tri bunal which will not only

noni tor prices but al so ensure

that they remain within certain rea-
sonabl e bounds. A network of fair
price shops, throughout the

country would al so be worth

consi dering. Such a service would
offer an alternative market to the
consunmer and nmay even comnpe

other retailers and wholesalers to

| ower their prices.

The probl em of the declining

Mal aysi an ringgit, however, is nore
conpl ex and defies sinple solu-
tions. It is, in a sense, alittle odd
that the ringgit should continue

to decrease in val ue when our
natural - commodities are doi ng wel |
in the international market.
Excel l ent international prices for
our exports (mainly natural com
nodities) were |argely responsible
for the strong ringgit in the sixties
and early seventies. It has been
said that one of the chief reasons
for the ringgitis depreciation today
is the novenent of noney to

Si ngapore, Australia and Britain,
anmong ot her countries, where
interest rates are higher than what
Mal aysi an commerci al banks offer.
The weakening of the ringgit

may al so be due to what has been
described as tithe flight of domestic
capitalii fromthe country, arising
froma |lack of confidence in the
political |eadership. Since a |ot

of non-State donestic capital is in
the hands of Chinese Ml aysi ans,

and since a huge portion of Chinese
Mal aysi ans are disillusioned with
Prime M nister Mhathir

Mohamadl s policies and pronounce-
....it is inportant to

try to resolve sone

of our najor

conmuna

chal | enges t hrough

consul tation and

consensus. . ..



ments, it is not inconceivable that a
nunber of them are taking out

their noney and putting it else-
where. It is not just businessnen
who are reputed to be doing this;
prof essi onal s, executives and even

| ower middle-class types like non-
graduate teachers and office clerks
are allegedly nmoving capital out of
the country, as they mgrate to
Australia, New Zeal and and

Canada. It is a well-known fact that
nore and nore peopl e have been
mgrating to these and ot her places
in the last two or three years.

This is why if the nationa

| eadership wants to stop the flight
of domestic capital fromthe

country and help to shore up the
ringgit, it must try to create the
conditions which will restore public
confidence inits ability to rule with
justice and fairness. Dr Mahathir in
particul ar nmust denopnstrate

t hrough deeds rather than words

that he is capable of being just and
fair to all communities.

A just economc order is one

which fulfills the basic needs of
each and every Ml aysi an rat her

than panpers to the greed ofa few

It will not only elimnate absol ute
poverty but also try to reduce the
growi ng disparities within ethnic
comunities and within sectors of
the economy. A just econonmy wll
organi ze production, the market,
technol ogy and education in such

a manner that thedignity of the
human being - rather than attain-
ing the status of a newy-

i ndustrialising country (NIC) _ will
be the overriding goal of the

Mal aysi an nation. It is our hope
that the National Consultative
Council on the Econony after

1990 cr Majlis Perundi ngan Ekono-

m Negara (MPEN) will reflect upon

4

soci al justice and not just devote
itself to quotas and grow h rates.
ETHNI C RELATI ONS

Just as we nurture certain hopes

as far as the econony is concerned,
so we cherish certain aspirations in
the area of ethnic relations. Both
the government and the opposition
the State and society, should strive
towar ds genui ne integration anong
the various comunities. There is

an urgent need to work towards

this goal for ethnic polarisationis
still as serious as ever. It is wong to
suggest that ethnic relations are
better now - conpared to the pre-

|

"

27 Cctober 1987 period _ beca i
there is |l ess open articulation il
comunal issues.

"If communal issues seemto have



receded, it is partly because then-
avenues for open denocratic debate
and di scussion are nore limted

today conpared to the pre-27

Cct ober period. Besides, in the
course of the last 14 nmonths or so L
ot her non-communal issues - |ike

the I SA arrests, the sacking of the
Lord President and two Suprene

Court Judges and the de-registra-
tion of UWNO - have dom nated

national politics. The UWMNO crisis,
for instance, though intra-

conmunity in character has not
assuned a conmunal colouring. In
their attacks upon the UWNO

(Baru) | eadership, the Senangat 46
group has concentrated up 't

al | eged abuse of power, the politi
style of certain elites, the failure of
various econom c projects etc.

Though non- comunal

have been in the forefront of

national politics, ethnic-oriented
policies continue to be inple-

ment ed, ethnic m sconceptions and

et hni c prejudi ces persist and ethnic
perceptions of public institutions
and national personalities remain.

In other words, ethnic feelings.

whi ch are often expressed in

conmunal terns are very much

alive in todayis Ml aysia. This is
why it is inportant to try to resolve .
sone of our mmjor communal ’
chal | enges through consultation and
consensus anongst the main com

conti nued on page 35

i ssues ’
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(JUDI Cl ARY

HUGO YOUNG -

JUDGE NOT, THAT

YE BE NOT REMOVED

- Tun Shllch: Letters purportedly signed by King fabricated!

The cream of Londonis judges and barristers turned out to listen agape to Tun Sall eh Abas

[

talk on his dismssal and those of the other judges who cane to his rescue.

NB OF THE npbst preci ous

t English exports of the post-

war years has been the idea

of the independent judiciary. It was

witten into all the post-colonia

, constitutions and has remai ned in
many pl aces at | east a pretended

aspiration. Even in South Africa,

sonme judges are still a beacon in the

| darkness. This is the story of one

countryis destruction of the prin-

ciple: a story so shocking that the

cream of Londonis barristers and

j udges turned out the other evening

to hear it recounted by the brave

" man who is its principal victim

Tun Sal | eh Abas was, unti

August this year, the Lord Pre-

sident of the Ml aysi an Suprene

Court, the head of that countryis

" diciary. On August 8, he received

letter notifying himthat he was

no | onger Lord President. The King,

acting as the constitutional puppet

of the prinme mnister, Dr Mahathir

Mohanmmed, had renpved him and

that was that.

What Tun Sal | eh had done was

to wite to the King three nonths

earlier to protest against the nount-

ing attacks bei ng nade on the

judiciary by Dr Mahathir. The

prime mnister, it seenmed, was

vexed by the judgesi independence,

particul arly when they interpreted

the law by reference to the consti -

tution. "tIf the court interprets

contrary to why we nmade the lawii,

i Mahat hir told Time magazi ne as

l ong ago as Novenber 1986, ttthen

we will have to find a way of

producing a law that will have to be

interpreted according to our w sh?

During 1987, this nenacing

prom se was made good by the

passage of statutes specifically ex-

cluding judicial review, and its

message was anplified, Tun Salleh

told his London audi ence, by

further iivitriolic and unending

attacksii, which he felt he could

not, as head of the judiciary, |et

pass.

Addi tionally, and not discon-

nected fromthese attacks, two

cases of nuch political sensitivity

wer e pendi ng. One concerned a

habeas corpus application by

Karpal Singh, a |eading | awer and

opposition figure. The other, stil

nore delicate, revolved around a

chall enge to the re-election of Dr



Mahat hir as president of the United
Mal ay National Organisation, on

the grounds of various inpro-
prieties: a chall enge so persuasive
that the H gh Court judge who first
heard it ruled, brave fellow, that
UWMNO had become an ill ega

political party. It would shortly fal
to the Supreme Court, headed by

Tun Salleh, to give the Final ruling
on both these cases.

It should be said that the Lord
President had not hitherto shown

hi nsel f a conspicuously |ibera
judge. No Denning he, nor even a
Donal dson! By his own account, he
had sided with the State in nume-
rous cases. When Dr Mahathiris

5

"ment | aw

original attack _in Tine was cited
for contenpt, he rejected the com

pl ai nt. Heubacked a new govern-

to sinplify crimna

prosecution, and declined to
interfere | ast year when mass arrests
of prom nent Mal aysi ans were set in
train under the internal security
laws. Wen it was first suggested
that he should quit, he even agreed
to go quietly, and went so far as to
send in his requested resignation.
But then, on second thoughts,

he withdrew it. And this was the
nmonment at which Tun Sall eh Abas,
recogni sing that there was a limt
to the depredations on | aw that

Mal aysi ai s condition m ght neces-
sarily justify, had a kind of
greatness thrust upon him He

woul d fight his explusion from
office by all the legal nmeans at his
di sposal. That these turned out to
be i nadequate did not make this a
qui xotic gesture. On the contrary,

it confirmed that the condition was
even worse than he had di agnosed.

A tribunal was set up, as the |law
provided, to hear his case. Witing
to the King was all eged to have

been m sconduct sufficient to
justify his renoval. And besides, it
was said, the judges public utte-
rances had reveal ed a disabling bias
against the prine ministeris party.
The tribunal, which sat in pri-
vate, seenms to have been conposed
mai nly of judicial placenen.

Because it purported to be an in-
vestigation rather than a trial, the



man in the dock had no automatic
right to legal representation before
it. For these and other reasons

whi ch made hi m sonehow doubt

its bona tides, Tun Salleh declined
to appear before it or take any part.
What he did do, registering a

belief that some of his brethren

m ght still be found to cone to the
rescue of their calling, was go to
court for an.order to stay the tri-
bunal |l s activities, and prevent it
making its report to the King

bef ore he had had a chance to cha-
Ilenge its legitimacy. After the first
j udge declined his request, five

j udges of the Supreme Court, acting
at the eleventh hour, allowed the
appeal . This reassertion of |aw over
arbitrary power, howevert was
short-lived. The five judges were

t hensel ves pronptly suspended
fromduty, and two of them were
shortly, like the nan who had cone
before them renoved fromoffice
The tribunal. thus freed from

any inpedi ment, swiftly published
its report Since it had sat in
private, this was at First thought
odd. Wen its contents were rend.
the oddity di sappeared, since it
judged that Tun Salleh had been
correctly charged and was a sui -
table case for renoval. This finding
was apparently rendered the nore

wei ghty by being supported with

no fewer than five volunes of evi-
dence’ an inpressive bul k achi eved,
however, by printing the same
docunents many tines over. An
English barrister, Geoffrey Robert-
son, has called the Tun Salleh tribu-
nal report ilthe nost despicable
docunent in nodern |egal history?
But that wasnlt quite the end of

the story. As if to round off the

i nfamous purposes thus fulfilled, it
emer ged, according to the Lord
President, that nany of the key
docunents in the case, including
letters purportedly signed by the
King hinself, were fabricated. And
when the UWNO case was finally
heard, on the very day of Tun
Sal | ehis renoval, the new y-
constituted Suprene Court found

for Dr Mahathir.

The Mal aysi an Gover nment has

sought to give its conduct a veneer
of plausibility. It says that the

j udges have been trying to prove
their independence for its own

sake and thereby trespassing out
side the | aw proper. But Tun Sall eh
who, as | say, sounds like a pretty
conservative chap, is fully alive to
6

An English

barrister, Geoffrey

Robert son, has

cal l ed the Tun



Sal l eh report "the

nost despi cabl e

docunent in

nodern | ega

hi story"

this, as he showed in many of his
deci si ons. Besided, the apol ogia
does nothing to explain the
perenptory di smssals visited on
the judges who canme to Tun

Sal l ehls rescue. It is quite apparent
that the Mal aysi an judiciary, rather
i ke large parts of the Singapore
judiciary, have been terrorised into
subm ssion by political |eaders who
have no respect for the | aw

The English judiciary |istened
agape to the judges account. He

is, after all, one of them educa

i ke many of his kind all over

Third Wrld, in London, and an
exponent, anong ot her things, of

the English common | aw. Mal aysi a
doesnit subscribe any |longer to the
Privy Councills jurisdiction. On the
ot her hand, there is or ought to be
a fraternity between |lawers in the
English tradition. They do not have
much power. But they do have in-

fl uence, conference-hopping round
the world, One hopes they will

make it their business to | ook after
Tun Sal | eh Abas, now on his way

back hore .

Repr oduced from The Cuardi an

London, 1988: Nov. 8.



| he termtlethics" as usually

w | understood refers to a

| collection of rules or

st andards of conduct expected of a
particul ar professional group. Any
menber of a professional group -

ther - who departs from

these ethical standards to a suffi-
ciently marked degree, runs the risk
of being excluded fromhis profes-
sion. Judges qualify as a professio-
nal group with very definite duties
to the community. Al the charac-
teristics of an ethical systemas such
|: are present in relation to the

f judiciary. Indeed, the ethica

| standards required fromjudges cal

y for perhaps the highest and nost

Pj rigorous standards, sacrifices and
" disciplines of any profession in the
E comunity. Therefore, there is no

F: doubt gmjudicial ethics exist and
all judges are bound by them

The Mal aysi an judiciary does

3 not have a witten code of ethics
like the Legal Profession (Practise
alltiquette) Rules of 1978. One

ot find a docunent which sets

if out ethics for Ml aysian judges.

9 Accordingly, in my opinion, a start-
51 ing point for purposes of discussion
Wis the oath of office which al

| judges must subscribe to upon their
| appoi ntment.

5 Judges of the H gh Court and
5Supreme Court in Ml aysia are
"-required under Article 124 of the

1 Federal Constitution before exercis-
ling any functions of their office

to take and subscribe the oath of
-.allegiance set out in the Sixth
"Schedul e to the Federal Constitu-
tion.

a

havi ng been appoi nt ed

to the office of Judge of High

, JUDICI AL ETH CS

Restori ng ol d-fashi oned val ues to the bench

Al'l judges are bound by judicial ethics. However,

troom

such ethics went flying out of the cour

wi ndows when it cane to judges judging their own peer. Lawer TOMW THOMAS prescribes a
dose of ol d-fashi oned vahies for the Ml aysian judiciary.

3.6 doctor, engineer, |awer or’
0

O

(Supreme) Court do solemly
swear that | will faithjidly

di scharge ny judicial duties of
that office to the best of ny

ability, and | will bear true faith
and al |l egi ance to Mal aysia and
will preserve, protect and defend

its Constitution.
Preservation, protection and

def ence of the F ederal Constitution
includes institutions referred to in
the Constitution, like the judiciary.
| would like to spend sone tine
considering the ethics of protecting
the Federal Constitution with

special reference to recent events.



These words appearing in the

Cath of O fice presuppose attack or
assault upon or challenge to the
Federal Constitution and the
institutions of Government, |ike the
judiciary. The traditional sources of
such attack are:

i) External to the country e.qg.

I ndonesi an Confrontation

ii) Executive

iii) Legislature.

iv) Conference of Rulers (this is
special to Ml aysi a).

VWhat is striking about the

epi sodes of the six judges is that
attacks upon the Constitution cane
froma very unexpected source that
is, judges thenselves. Self-inflicted
wounds hurt the judiciary far nore
than external assault.

The Tun Salleh affair, the affair
of the five Suprene Court judges
and the conduct of the two
tribunals conprising sone el even
judges were the results of intrigue,
manoeuvri ng and schem ng within
the judiciary wthout parallel or
precedent in Ml aysia or any ot her
conmon | aw jurisdiction. In other
7

words, if the judiciary had stood
conpl etely united, none of the

j udges woul d have been di sni ssed.
Judicial disunity and infighting of
such magnitude offers the foll ow ng
five | essons:

First: Judges can plainly and
easily disregard basic

noti ons of |aw, equity,

justice and ethics which

are studied in the first year

of any |aw course, and

whi ch are ingrained in

every lawer in the |and.

Thus, the Chief Justice of

Mal aya had no qual ns

about taking the follow ng

actions which anyone with

an el erentary know edge

of the law would find

re pugnant:

(a) Acting as chairman of

a Tribunal in circunstan-

ces where he coul d secure

the vacant Lord Presi-

dentls post if the incum

bent is renoved

(b) Acting as chairman of

a Tribunal when he

attended a neeting of

j udges, and did not dissent
fromthe decision taken

thereat to wite a letter to

the King, which was the

very subject matter of the

charge before the Tri-

bunal .

(c) Exercising constitu-

tional and statutory dis-

cretions vested in the

office of the Lord Pre-



si dent when he was the | st
Def endant in a civil action
relating to that action.



Second:

Thi rd:

Thi s included convening a
special sitting of the
Supreme Court consisting
of _ two Suprene Court
judges and three High
Court judges to hear an
application to set aside the
interimstay order granted
by the five Suprenme Court
judges on 2 July 1988.

((1) Making representa-
tions to the King under
Article 125 for the

appoi ntnent of the Tri-
bunal , which representa-
tions contained nateria
non-di scl osures and errors
of fact.

(e) Gving directions to
the Chief Registrar relating
to the -civil action to which
he was 1st Defendant,

i ncl udi ng directions that
the Court staff should not
cooperate with the Judges,
the Court room shoul d be

| ocked, and the sea

hi dden.

Rul es of natural justice
can be easily ignored with-
out regard to established
principles of |aw. Thus,
two Suprenme Courtjudges
refused to disqualify
thensel ves fromsitting in
the Supreme Court,

al t hough they 1133
expressed a view on the
sitting on 2 July 1988,

whi ch was the subject
matter of the application
before them One of them
it may be recall ed,
described it as a revol ua
tion. According to these
two judges, it was enough
for themto declare in
Open Court that they were
not bi ased.

Si x judges, two of them
were fromforeign | ands,
could draft a report in the
first tribunal without
referring even once to the
evidence filed by Tun
Salleh in the prohibition
proceedi ngs, which were
served upon them as

Def endants therein at the
Fourt h:

Fifth:

outset of their delibera-
tions.

Five judges, two of whom
were foreigners, could
wite their report in the
second tribunal without
referring at all or suffi-
ciently to two crucia



facts. Firstly, that, as a
litigant, the Acting Lord
Presi dent was precl uded
fromexercising his dis-
cretion in making repre-
sentations for the
appoi nt nent of the
Tri bunal under Article
125, and secondly, that
because he was a litigant
the Acting Lord President
was precluded from
exerci sing any powers
relating to that action, and
therefore Justice Wan
Sul ai man was the nost
seni or judge solely for al
matters relating to that
action pursuant to Section
9 of the Courts of Judica-
ture Act 1964.
A Judge sitting in the High
Court could drag exparte
prohi biti on proceedi ngs
which normally last five
mnutes to three hearing
days so as to deliberately
render any deci sion he
woul d make academi c.
The upshot was that three
of our nobst senior judges,
i ncludi ng the head of the

be delivered as speedily as poss ,
judiciary, could not g
justice fromtheir O
courts. ’
What shoul d be done in th6;
wake of these lessons? In ny?
opi ni on, one possible cure is the g,
restoration of old-fashioned values. a
| say ttrestoration" because | would
like to think that the Ml aysian
judiciary did at one tine adhere to
nost of these values. It is a sort of
Dos and Donits for those sitting on
t he Bench.
Ei ght val ues have been identi -
fied:
1. Diligently discharging his judicia
duties, including being punctual on -
the bench, sitting daily from 10 am
to 4 pmand the |ike. Adm nistering
justice is a service industry. |
are paid salaries fromthe p c
purse. They have a duty to the
conmunity to ttdeliver the goods?
It is conpounded by the fact that
judges nust sit in public. Thus the
glare of publicity is ever present.
2. Judges must possess judicia
tenmperanment. Having regard to
their awesone powers, it is essentia
for judges to be polite to w tnesses
and parties. Other qualities include
pati ence, tolerance and humlity.
Must recogni sej nd acknow edge
the inportant role of Counsel.
3. The ability to make deci sions
quickly. Parties have a ii ht to
expect judges to be decisive. After
all, that is what they are paid for.



If judgments are to be reserved -
and this is inevitable _ they t

say no | onger than two inonths.

4. Must give witten reasons for
their decision. Gherwise, it would
be ttMarineris conpass," in Justice
Kri shna Ayeris words, or palmtree
justice. It has often been said that
the nmost inportant person in the
judicial process is the |oser. He
mar ked si gnificance of judicia

work is not the inportance of

must know why he |l ost. Hence the

He must not be a social animal
There nust be no invol venent

conti nued on page 35

nmaki ng a deci si on, but giving
reasons for a decision. J

5. A judge nmust lead a sober life. 1
.- "dn..

MA A - 'l hum

[
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Lette rs .

We wel cone letter: fromradon. Lotto

n can be either in Enuuh or Bahm

Mal aysi a. These letters may be edited to:
be | egi bl e.

xvau- Lt

Penanl . Mal ayan.
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COURAGE AND APATHY

Il here are few ains greater than the
defence of liberty in the awfu

face of injustice and oppression.

And like all great purposes, the courage
of a few gives hope and strength to a

| silent mpjority.

, But let this silence not be mscon-
ed as apathy. For history is our

i Quess to the terrible consequences of
Is tragic msinterpretation

David M zan Hashim

Kual a Lunpur

SEMARAK | N NEW

VI LLAGES?

he Semarak canpaign is a good
programme in its own right. It

allows the leader to mx with

rural Malaysians and it gives hima first-

hand knowl edge of how the poor live. It
is to be congratul at ed.

However, if the | eader was w se, he
woul d al so go to New Villages and hold
a hoe with the | ower incone groups
there. He should al so bend and pl ant
veget abl es. Racial discrimnination should
.ife?allowed in a true denocracy.

. (-15

Wen Al

Kual a Lunpur

STANDARD CHARTERED

AND THE QUESTI ON OF

APARTHEI D

e refer to the above article

whi ch was published in Ali-

rani s Decenber 1988 i ssue.

W would like to draw your attention

to page 35 which nmade reference to

St andard Chartered Bank havi ngi ndi rect
links to apartheid in South Africa. In
this respect, we categorically state that
this information is incorrect. The Stan-

pur poses of space and clarity. The

vl owa may not be those of the Allran Monthly. Mlonym an accepted but

I" letters should include the wirtor
put anbly be typewitten with doub
"l nuns and Adana. Letter: should
o-opaclu: Il hnmd-wltun they should

Letters should be addressed to the Editor.

dard Chartered Group disposed of its
interests in South Africa in March 1988.
Foll owi ng the sale by Standard
Chartered Bank PLC of its sharehol di ng
in Standard Bank | nvestnent Cor pora-
tion Limted, we advise that the

St andard Bank of Soffth Africa Linited
(SBSA), | and Standard Bank SWA

Linmted (SBSWA) are now no | onger
regarded as nmenbers of the Standard
Chartered G oup.

We shall be pleased if you will advise
your readers of the correction

Alina Monthly. P.0. Box 1049.



lan R W/ son
Chic f Manager Mal aysi a
St andard Chartered Bank
THE PM AND APARTHEI D
like to thank Aliran for publishing
the articles on Shell’s dealings in
South Africa. Your call to boycott
Shell is appropriate.
Though the Mahathir regi ne has been
very critical of apartheid and South
Africa, it has done little to publicise
anti-aparthied canpaigns in other coun-
tries. For example, | heard that a
canpai gn agai nst Shell is being waged in
Australia, too. But our government-
control | ed newspapers and TV have not
reported these canpai gns.
Fromthis, it is obvious that Dr
Mahat hir’s actions are hypocritical._ He
has used the aparthied issue to get cheap
publicity!
Thiru
| poh
BOYCOTT ROTHVAN S
AS WVELL!
our |atest issue of Aliran
Mont hly strengthened ny belief
that denocracy is the best poli-
tical systema country can hope for. | am
9
grateful that you carried the interview
wi th Professor Fang Li-zhi
| also sympathise with the Burmese
students and hope our government wil|
do sonmething to erase the suffering of
the Burnese people. Yes, once the Bur-
nmese chased out all the Indians, and
that was when Burma supplied rice to
many countries. Every action causes |
reaction. | believe in the |aw of Karma.
1 hope the UN will do sonething to help
t hem
Regardi ng your call to boycott Shell
1 have decided to stop buying al
products of Shell. 1 will have to buy I
different brand of engine oil for ny
not or bi ke! W& nust al so boycott
Rot hmans. Aliran must distribute
leaflets to the public and put up posters
so that Mal aysi ans become nore serious
in fighting apartheid.
As a trainee teacher | need to be
consci ous about what is going on with
our people and with the world. | look to
Aliran for true and accurate information.
Keep up the good worKk.
Thi nee Teacher
Penang
OPEN LETTER TO
SARAWAK CHI EF

M NI STER
justice, to use your power and
i nfl uence as the Chief Mnister of
Sarawak to unconditionally wthdraw
al |l charges agai nst the people arrested
under the Sarawak Penal Code, during
| ast Octoberis tinber bl ockade.
The case of the anti-Iloging protes-
tors reflects the general worsening plight
of the inpoverished tribal people in the
rural and forest areas of Sarawak. They



are far from achi eving any real inprove-
ment in their living conditions or
becom ng masters of their own destiny
as prom sed with "independence". This
situation and the |lack of real denobcracy
and sel f-determ nation have al ready
aroused w despread questioning on the
val ue of this union. They have paid a
very high price but gained little out of
the federation.

There is worl d-w de outrage and
opposition to the authorities, suppres-
sion of the tribal peopleis protests
agai nst | ogging activities on their 15nd
and destruction of the rainforests and
envi ronnent by the tinber conpanies.

The protestors and those arrested
during the bl ockade action are not
crimnals. They were nerely defending
their customary and legal rights to
their honel and agai nst seizures and

pl under of their land by officially
backed ti nmber conpani es. They have
owned and used this land for centuries.
Iwite to urge you in the interst of



.53 r "gm M

Sar awak Penans pr ot est

Their lend rights were protected by

the Land Code’ prior to 1963. Since then
the increased exploitation of Sarawak’s
timber. 'respurces has resulted in _the
erosion of these rights. The authorities
di spossessed the peopl e by disregarding
existing land rights and rezoning
protected comunal |and for comer-

cial uses. At one tine the ownership and
use of land was generally shared anpng
the traditional owners. Now this land is
concentrated in the hands of a mnority
goup of powerful politicians and

busi nessmen who are only interested in
nmaki ng quick profits fromthe tinber-

I and.

This minority group has conmitted

many wrongs agai nst the people in the
nane of "econom c devel oprment™ and
"progress". They are anpng those who
shout the | oudest for ibumputra rightsl|
But they do not hesitate to use troops,
police and the full annoury of their
laws to attack the defencel ess people
and protect the |ogging companies.

Ti nber conpanies given a free rein to
fell tinmber have w eaked havoc in the
lives of thousands of tribal people and
the environnent. They have carried out
the whol esal e destruction of the peoples
heritage and source of livelihood - the
irreplaceable virgin forest |and.

The people’'s protests fell on deaf

ears. They have been treated in a very
of f - handed manner by tinber conpa-

nies and authorities alike. They are left
to fend for thensel ves w thout proper
conpensati on or adequate neans to
survive. They flood into the urban areas
totally di spossessed, disoriented and

di sorgani zed. As a consequence. the
probl ems of urban squatters and sl umns,
ing the plunder of their honel and.

crinme, prostitution and unenpl oynent
have nmarkedly increased.

The environnental danmage and

physi cal changes caused by over-1oggi ng
have reached al arm ng proportion. Large
tracts of |and have been laid bare and
beconme infertile. The conpl ete renoval

of the trees-and vegetation in the hills
has caused flooding of |arge areas of |ow
land. Pollution of the river through
extensive soil erosion and waste

di scharged by the irresponsible tinber
conpani es has m ned sources of food

and water for the rural and forest
dwel | ers.

The tribal people have borne the

brunt of this disaster with dignity and
refused to give in to intimdation and
threats. They have realised that to gain
control of their life and destiny they
must take matters into their own hands.
They have stood up to fight back.

Their cause is a just cause. The
government nust listen to their demands
for justice and not punish them for

def endi ng their basic human rights.



The foll owi ng proposals woul d | ead

to i Mmediate i nprovenents in the
peopl e’ s situation:

1. The unconditional wthdrawal of al
charges agai nst those nested.

2. Aban on Il further tinber |ogging.
3. The restoration of the people’ s |and
rights.

4. The payment of conpensation for
danmages and | oss to the people
affected

| urge you to act in the interest of
the peopl e and environment.

Robert Pei

Victoria, A ustralia
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JUSTI CE AND WRI TERS

woul d like to share the follow ng
thoughts of three Asian wlten

whi ch Ael aweek

(22-1-82):

(1) Mocha: Lubis (Inmprisoned neven
yam need no I ntroduction):

"When you open your nouth to

protest violations Ignlnlt your human
rights, hunen fndom and hurting
dignity, and you are mulled down,
clapped in jail and tortured, or In
booted out of your job. that it in-
justice When your children cennot

go to school. or you clnnot |end
themto school for financial reuone,
that in an injustice. Wen peopl e get
rich through corruption, when politi-
el nns get amay with lies, that Il Ilso
i njustice. Wen the his powers spend
nppeued in

some US$300 billion a year on the



a arms race. while 600 mllion babies,
children and adults are under-

nourished or starving in Latin

Anerica, Africa and Asia, it is a
terrible injustice." ’

Where is the clear voice, the strong
heart, the great human spirit which

will speak out, unafraid, for the
victims of injustice in our times? It is
a challenge that witers should

meet . "

(ZFAjit Singh Rye (Director of the Asian
pi nes):

"Hi story has shown that witers have

of t enal i gned thensel ves with tyran-

ny whenever there is sonething to be
gained fromthe alliance. During the
martial -l aw years in the Philippines
many |ocal witers grew fat on

gover nrent assi gnnents and adopt ed
pro-establishnent stands. |ndeed,

many are enployed fulltinme by the
administration; their critics |abe
emiikept’i witers, ones who have
nprom sedi’

i (3) Mauro Avena (Colummist in Manila):
iiSurely, the witer is meant for a

hi gher, nore decent and nuch nobl er
vocation than this".

Dani el Tan Abdul | ah

Kepal a Bet as

DEMOCRACY | N
MALAYSI A?
P irst, "people poweri’ in the

Phi | i ppi nes, next denocratic re-

forms in South Korea, followed

by the struggle in Burma and now t he

el ecti on of Benazir Bhutto in Pakistan
clearly show that the wi nds of freedom
19' bl owi ng throughout Asia, thus

vi ng the conmon ni sconception

that freedom and denocracy are western
val ues which cannot work in the East.
Meanwhi |l e, the state of denobcracy in

Mal aysi a remmi ns uncertain. The Star

(25 Nov 1988) reported that the Dewan
Rakyat had to be adjourned early (at
4.20 pn) on the previous day because
only 25 MP3 (one short of the required
quorum) out of total of 177 were

lons is that the House had earlier passed
a a notion to extend the sitting from
6.30 pmto 7.30 pm

| magi ne, less than 15 per cent of our
MPs were in Parlianent! The report did
not mention if our Prime M nister was
present nor did it give any details of his
reaction. Instead, we were given a

| udricous account of how Datuk Sany

Vel lu was reduced to raiding the canteen
in search of truant MPa but unfortunate-
Iy he ncouldnlt drag themin" - despite
Studi es Program University of Philip-
being the Barisan’s Deputy Wi p (where
was the Chief Wip??). Datuk Sany

qui pped that he woul d have to "whip

the MPsil if it happened again.

Dear Datuk Sany, | amsure the

Doctor will be able to tell you that the
MPs are not solely to blame. They are
nerely displaying synptons of the



| arger di sease plagui ng our Executive

- that of total contenpt for the Legisla-
ture and the Judiciary.

The Star report ended with a grim
illustration of how | ow denocracy has
sunk. "One MP adnitted that many of

them wanted to finish their tea before
they went into Parlianent".

Pray, pray hard, for denocracy in

Mal aysi a.

H dup Denvokr asi !

Butterworth

| N DEFENCE OF THE

MVERDEKA CONSTI TUTI ON

amwiting in view of the fear

Mal aysi ans have, especially when

they have to commit thenselves to

a cause. | refer to ny efforts to get

Mal aysi ans, that is, friends and collea-
gues of mine to place their signatures in
def endi ng t he Merdeka Constitution and
Rukunegara. Sane were apathetic but |

feel that the majority who did not sign
up were afraid.

A nunber of ny friends and coll ea-

gues did not even want to tal k about this
iCitizensi Strugglei organized by Aliran
because they felt Aliran has an extrene,
approach in its criticismof the govern-
mentf its |leaders and its policies. | am
amazed and saddened by the way the

mass nedia has instilled fear and m s-
information in the mnds of nany

Mal aysi ans.

| conpare these Ml aysi ans who are
fearful and apathetic with the brave

Mal aysi ans | angui shing in the Kanunting

| SA detention centre because they did
what they had to do and | feel very

di ssapoi nted. On the other hand there is
still hope as |long as sone of us are will-
ing to make our own small contribution

to defend the Merdeka Constitution and
Rukunegara. Let us stand up and be

count ed.

Ben | ndnm

Sandakan

| SA AND DEMOCRACY

he | ate Reverend Martin

Luther King Jr. during the

Mont gomery bus strike said

11

that he had a deep seated belief that
denocracy transformed fromthin paper

to thick action is the greatest form of
governnent on earth.

Havi ng observed the fall of deno-

cracy and civil liberties in Ml aysia since
Cct ober 1987 and havi ng since then
returned to Malaysia after nmy studies in
the UK | can only note with di smay

and di sgust the Executive’'s disrespect for
the Federal Constitution which protects
the other institutions |like the Judiciary,
Legi sl ature and the Mbonarchy.

I n 4hijaekingi civil liberties, human
rights and denocracy all in one go, the
Prime Mnister and his cronies provide

cl ear evidence of the enmerging authorita-
rian regi me. Ml aysia has already been in
the bad hooks in international circles for



its inhumane death penalty; the |ISA
arrests have worsened our internationa

i mage.

LimKit Siang and the rest are duly

el ected representatives and it is only the
el ectorate who can determine their

future. Denocracy to suit one’'s self is
despoti sm and aut ocracy.

The Prime Mnister is lucky to be a

| eader of a docile nation, with contented
peopl e. However, the world is a snmall

pl ace and we have witnessed the .dis-

sati sfaction anongst the peopl e of

aut horitarian regines.

Let the thin paper tightly and justly

be transfornmed into thick action.

S Sivam

KO ta K inabalu

HOPE F OR DEMOCRACY?

vents in the past year had made

me doubt whether truth and

justice will really triunph in the

end. | thought Imght as well swmwth
the current and becone one of thou-

sands who sheepi shly accept the argu-

ment that the governnent is for our own
good.

But after reading the article iiMalay-

sia - the judiciary and the |law, by
Justice MKirby in the latest issue of the
Aliran Monthly, | have beconme nore
optimstic that there is still hope for a
nore just social order. It is heartening
to note that in the world at large there is
no shortage of decent people with a

consci ence who also care for the state of
denocracy beyond their borders.

Thanks to the Aliran Monthly for

this tinmely rem nder that if one gives up
now, the sacrifice of all those who are in

Kamunting will be in vain. The |east |
can do is to give ny noral support and
silent prayer that all will turn out well in

this fair country of ours.
Loyal Mal aysi an
Penang



THE AMNESTY | NTERNATI ONAL REPORT

"a

h

VHY | SA | S WRONG

ii" On 20 Decenber 1988, Ammesty International distributed world-wi de its 32-page report
on

i Operation Lallangii in Malaysia.
Qperation Lallang was the code-nane for the detention without trial of at |east 106 peop
e

in October and Novenber 1987 under the Internal Security Act (ISA)
The report is based on Atmestyis own investigation into the mass arrests of October and
Noverber 1987. It is an excellent report which is careful with its choice of words and dr
aws

concl usi ons and makes recomrendati ons whi ch woul d be acceptable to any sane, sensible
person.

We are reproduci ng the concludi ng remarks of that report and recomrendati ons nade to
the CGovernnment by Ammesty International
mmesty I nternationa

recogni ses the right

of governnents to

i nvoke special powers to secure the
safety and security of the state in
times of a public energency when

faced with a situation of excep.

tional and actual danger which
threatens the life of the nation.
However, the term sinationa

security" should not be used to

limt the rights to freedom of

t hought, conscience and religion. In
this respect Amesty Internationa

wel comes the decision of the Hi gh

Court in granting a wit of habeas
corpus and ordering the rel ease of
Jamal uddin O hman on 7 COctober

1988. Likew se, an activity or
program desi gned to conbat soci al
econom ¢ and educational injustices

by |awful and constitutional neans
cannot be equated with, and nust

be di stinguished froma threat to

nati onal security. Ammesty Interna-
tional is concerned that the ISAis

not precisely enough formulated to
make this distinction clear. As it
stands the ISA fails to provide any
preci se definition or criteria for

det ermi ni ng whi ch individual s pose

as such an extreme and i nmi nent

danger to the state and to the

public that the executive is entitled
to order their preventive detention
without trial.

Ammesty International is also
concerned that, in their use of the

| SA, the Mal aysian authorities

make no di stinction between

violent activities that constitute a
real and exceptional threat to the
security of the state, and non-

violent activities that’ do not
constitute such a threat. Amesty

I nternati onal has on previous

Cccasi ons pointed out that the

Mal aysi an aut horities have

repeatedly interpreted non-viol ent
activities and views of individuals as
constituting a threat to nationa
security (see Report of an Ammesty

I ntemational M ssion to the Federa-
tion ofyialaysia, | 979).



In the present case of the arrest

of over one hundred individuals in
Cct ober and Novenber 1987, the
government White Paper purports

to "give an account of the activities
of all parties involved" so as to
justify the arrests and detentions
12

Edi t or

that took place, and to show that
sone of those detained were seek-
ing to depose the | awful govem

ment of Malaysia through Il mlitant
action". On the basis of all the
avai |l abl e evi dence, including the
Wi te Paper, and subsequent

di scussi ons wi th govemment
authorities held in October 1988,
Ammesty International has con-
cluded that the governnent has not
substantiated this claim and ,
failed to show that any of the f%
det ai nees served with renewab
two-year detention orders at the
end of the investigation period had
in any way used or advocated

vi ol ence. This was acknow edged in
the neetings Amesty Internationa
had with governnent officials and
the I nspector-General of Police who)
stated that the arrests were made to
"nip in the budii any potential and
future outbreaks of violence by
peopl e other than those detained
under the | SA. The fact that nore
than half of those originally detain-
ed under Section 73 of the Act?
were rel eased before the end of the
60-day investigation period
supports Ammesty Intemationalis



yiews that the exceptional circuns-
tances required to invoke the | SA
were not met in their cases. In any
event, if the governnent had the

evi dence to suggest that any of
those detained had conmitted a
crimnal act, it should have charged
themwith a recogni zabl e crimna

of fence and tried thempublicly in a
court of law according to the
procedures laid down in the Inter-
nati onal Covenant on Civil and
Political R ghts (ICCPR).

In addition to these concerns

about the vague formul ati on and

i ndi scrimnate application of the

| SA, Ammesty International is also
concerned about the disCretionary
nature of the powers of detention
vested in the Mnister of Hone
Affairs under the I SA. Any system

i Qadm nistrative or preventive
ention which invests an exe-

cutive authority with the power to
det ai n i ndi vi dual s wi thout charge or
trial risks being used to circunvent
the due process of |aw and the
authority of the courts. Unless this
power is strictly circunscribed in
conformity with internationally

i recogni zed standards, individuals

| may be arbitrarily detained for
lpur poses of harassment or intim da-
ction, as a neans of facilitating
Boppressive and illegal interrogation,
lor to silence non-violent critics and
| opponents Of the government.

a In addition, Amesty Interna-
.ional is concerned about the

| bowers invested in the police to
lirrest and detain individuals under
" 'on 73 of the I1SA for up to

days without a warrant for

3, he purposes of investigation, and
alvithout inform ng the detainee at
the time of arrest of the reasons for
tl oing so. These powers contravene

| International ly accepted guarantees
?.gainst arbitrary arrest, as reflected
tl Article 9 of the Internationa
(lovenant on Civil and Politica
:(ights, which states that

;1. Everyone has the right to

| liberty and security of person

, No one shall be subjected to
arbitrary arrest or detention

Anyone who is arrested shal

be inforned, at the tinme of

arrest, of the reasons for his
arrest and shall be pronptly

i nforned of - any charges

agai nst hi n®?

In all the present cases of
prisoners held under the | SA none
of the detainees was inforned of

the reasons for his or her arrest
until the end of the 60-day

i nvestigation period, when either a
two-year detention order was issued
acconpani ed by the grounds for

the arrest and the allegations of



fact against the detainee, or alterna-
tively he or she was rel eased.
Consequently, none of the

detainees was in a position to
chal |l enge effectively the legality of
his or her arrest for the entire
period that he or she was under

i nvestigation.

Ammesty International is further
concer ned about reports that

during the initial 60-day investiga-
tion period in detention officers of
the Special Branch resorted to both
physi cal and psychol ogical ill-
treatment in order to obtain
incrimnating statenments from
detainees. In this respect Ammesty

I nternational has wel coned the
public statement by the |nspector-
CGeneral of Police in Septenber

1988 that the use of force on
suspects during interrogation was
illegal and would not be tolerated.
According to the evidence

examned it appears, however, that
statenments recorded from det ai nees
while in detention were often made
after they had been subjected to
prol onged interrogati on under

nental and physical duress, threat-
ened with indefinite detention

wi thout trial, and deprived of sleep
for long periods of tinme. The
det ai nees are further said to have
been hum liated during interroga-
tion in deliberately overcool ed
roons and in sone cases by being
subj ected to nock sexual assaults.
In cases where detai nees were

found to be "uncooperativeii inter-
rogating officers are reported to
have additionally resorted to beat-
i ngs, slaps and punches. Through-
out this initial period of interroga-
tion, the detainees were held in

i ncommuni cado detention, and

even | ater on were only given very
limted access to famlies, relatives
and defence counsel. Amesty

I nternational remains concerned

that several sworn testinonies
concerning ill-treatnent in deten-



tion tiled in the H gh Court have
not been investigated to date, and
that neither the courts nor the
Advi sory Board have in any- way
dealt with detaineesi consistent
testinonies of ill-treatnent while in
pol i ce custody, nor ordered an

i ndependent inquiry into the treat-
ment of detainees held under the

| SA.

Ammesty International regards

the systematic use of such inter-
rogation methods as a violation of
i nternational |egal standards, inso-
far, as it constitutes torture or
cruel, inhuman or degrading treat-
ment as laid down in the Declara-
tion on the Protection of Al
Persons from Bei ng Subjected to
Torture and O her Cruel, |nhuman
or Degrading Treatnment or Punish-
nment adopted by the United

Nati ons General Assenbly in
Decenber 1975, and the Conven-
tion against Torture and Q her
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treat-
ment or Puni shrment, which was
adopted by the United Nations
General Assenbly on 10 Decenber
1984 and which came into force on
26 June 1987. In particular Articles
1 and 2 of the Convention state

t hat :

"1.1 .. the term"tonureii neans
any act by which severe pain or
suf fering, whether physical or
mental is intentionally inflicted
on a person for such purposes

as obtaining fromhimor a

third person information or a

conf essi on, punishing himfor

an act he or a third person has
conmitted, or intimdating or
coercing himor a third person,

or for any reason based on

di scrimnation of any Kkind,

when such pain or suffering is
inflicted by or at the instiga-
tion of or with the consent or
acqui escence of a public

of ficial or other person acting

in an official capacity

2.2 No exceptional circunstances
what soever, whether a state

of war or a threat of war,

internal political instability or
any ot her public emergency,

may be invoked as a justifica-
tion of torture?

Articles 11, 12, and 13 of the
sane Convention in addition

provi de that interrogation methods
and practices shall be kept under
systematic review with a viewto
preventing any case of torture; that
a pronpt and inpartial investiga-
tion shall be ensured whenever
there are reasonabl e grounds to
bel i eve that an act of torture has
been comitted (enphasis added

and that any individual subjected to



torture has the right to conplain
and to have his case pronptly

and inmpartially examined. It is
regretted that despite the Inspector-
General of Policeis recent statement
that itstern action would be taken
agai nst any policenmen, irrespective
of rank, found to have used

physi cal force on suspectsii, no

i ndependent investigations of the
public testinmonies of ill-treatnent
in detention by four ex-detainees
has to date been instituted.

The practice of exerting extrene
psychol ogi cal pressure on detai nees
and in sone cases subjecting them
to physical ill-treatnent also
contravenes Article 5 of the

Uni versal Decl aration of Human
Rights and Article 7 of the I CCPR
whi ch state unequivocally that

8NO one shall be subjected to

torture or to cruel, inhuman or
degradi ng treatnent or punish-
ment ?

The practice of extracting incri-

m nating statements from det ai nees
under such conditions cannot be
reconciled with respect for the
internationally recognized right to
be presuned innocent until proven
guilty according to the law, and the
right of a detainee not to be
conpelled to testify against hinself
or herself or to confess guilt as
reflected in Article 14 of the
ICCPR. In Amesty Internationalis
experience it has been consistently
found that when authorities

prevent detainees from gaining
access to |l egal counsel they provide
the preconditions for torture and
ill-treatment and the unlawfu
extraction of ttconfessionsii
particularly during the detainees
First hours or days in detention
Ammesty International finds the

exi sting | egal safeguards in Ml aysia
to protect individuals fromarbitra-
ry arrest, detention without tria
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and torture or other cruel, inhi

or degrading treatnment or pu

ment seriously inadequate. Th
relates to the length of tinme an
person arrested under Section 73 on
the 1 SA can be held in polic

custody w thout recourse to

nagi strate to establish the substan a
tive validity of the reasons for '1
or her continued detention
particul ar, Ammesty International
concerned that the attitude of th--t
Mal aysi an courts in not submttin’
the "subjective satisfaction,1 of th-J t
detaining authority -

corpus as guaranteed by inter-

nati onal standards. Mbreover, the-
current practice of the Ml aysian -
courts of not applying an objective
test to exani ne the evidence



as grounds for an individ

detention without trial is in -

Ammesty International % views 1
erroneous and contrary to the .-
prevailing judicial practice else-
where in the world. .

This concern is heightened by

the July 1988 amendnment to the

| SA, which Yurther reduced the

saf eguards against arbitrary deten-
tion without trial under the ISA It

is al so hei ghtened by the

executiveis overt interference with .
and disregard for the judiciary in
rearresting Karpal Singh hours after
the I poh H gh Court had ordered -.

his rel ease, w thout awaiting the

out come of the governnentis 1

appeal against the judgnent in the 1
Suprene Court.

It is evident fromthe con

of habeas corpus and fromauth 3 :
tative interpretations of interna-
tional |egal guarantees that everyfg
person deprived of his or her liberty 2
has the right to enjoy this safeguard
fromthe nmonent of being arrest- t;
ed or detained, and further that the
courts shoul d determ ne whet her

the substantive evi dence objectively
warrants an individuaPS arrest and -. t
detention. If the courts fail to do

so, it would appear that the

principle of habeas corpus as;

contained in Malaysia 5 Federalv
Constitution 1s reduced to a renedy: gj;
in name only.

Lastly, Amesty International;jKk;:



wdztt he practice of the Advisory
Ei baald insufficient to restrain
I varbitrary executive action resulting
in the prolonged detention w thout
trial of those detained. In
particular, Amesty International is
concerned about the Advisory
Boar dl s conpet ence and i ndepen-
dence, and the fact that it is em
powered only to nmake recomen-
dations and not to order the rel ease
of a detainee where the board finds
his or her continued detention
unwarranted. Gven further that the
Advi sory Board may take up to five
nont hs before a detaineets
representati on nust be heard, it
fails to safeguard the rights of
individuals to be free fromarbitrary
arrest as required by internationally
recogni zed | egal standards.

In Amesty Internationalis view,
e
re are therefore pressing reasons
why the fornul ation of the | SA
ought to be reviewed in order to
ensure that the fundamental civi
liberties guaranteed by the Ml ay-
sian Constitution are upheld. O her-
wise, the ISAwll continue to be
used as a neans of justifying the
pi ol onged detention without tria
of people engaged in legitimate,
non-violent activities, and express-
ing legitinmate and non-vi ol ent views
- in other words, prisoners of
consci ence. The use of the ISAin
such cases is inconpatible with
internationally recogni zed stand-
ards of fundanmental human rights
including the right to liberty
of person, to freedom from
i nnocence, and to a fair and
irbitrary arrest, to the presunption
I
I
I

pen trial in a court of |aw

10. Recommendations to the

Gover nment

Based on all the avail able

1 evidence regarding the arrest and
E detention of nore than 100 in-

I

I

dividuals in itQOperation Lallangh
and the following fromthe

| conclusions reached in this report,

(

X

2

I

I

Ammesty International calls on the
Covernment of Malaysia to

consi der the inplementation of the
foll owi ng general reconmmrendati ons

h as a matter of urgency to further

the protection of human rights in
Mal aysi a:



1. Reviews of the Internal Security
Act, 1960 |

In view of the application of the

| SA to arrest and detain prisoners
of consci ence who did not in any

way use or advocate the use of

viol ence, a review should be institu-
ted of the application of the Act in
order to prevent its use in such
cases in the future. Amesty
International also recomends that

t he government undertake a nore
general review of the appropriate-
ness and necessity of maintaining
the practice of preventive detention
wi t hout charge or trial

2. Safeguards agai nst abuse of the

I SA.

Until the practice of preventive
detention is discontinued, the use
of the | SA should be restricted only
to exceptional circunmstances and in
strict conpliance with the exigen-
cies of a particular situation.
Further safeguards need to be
instituted agai nst the potentia
abuse of the extraordi nary powers
invested by the ISAin the police
and the Mnister of Hone Affairs.
These shoul d include a requirenent
that any person so detai ned rnust

be produced before a nagistrate
promptly after arrest, ideally within
24 hours. The continued detention

of any suspect beyond 24 hours
shoul d not be allowed unless a

magi strate, after carefully exam n-
ing the substantive validity of the.
allegations that led to the arrest of
a suspect, is satisfied that the
continued detention is warranted.
The current practice of holding
suspects detai ned under the | SA for
up to 60 days for the purposes of

i nvestigation is contrary to interna-
tional |egal standards which
recogni ze that in the event of any
arrest pronptsjudicial supervision is
a vital elenent in preventing
arbitrary detention.

3. Establishing an effective renedy
agai nst unl awful detention

The practice of the Ml aysi an

courts which afford a detainee
seeking a wit of habeas corpus

only a limted recourse to chall enge
his or her detention, in that they do
not question the "subjective satis-
faction" of the detaining authority,
15

is in urgent need of a review. This
narrow i nterpretation of the courts
in exam ning the reasons for the
detention of a suspect is not only

i nadequate to prevent arbitrary
detention, but al so against the
purpose and intent of habeas

corpus, and falls short of interna-
tionally recogni zed principles for
effective judicial review. In order to
all ow a detai nee an effective



renmedy agai nst any unl awful deten-
tion before a court, the governnent
shoul d in accordance with interna-
tionally recogni zed standards
provide the detainee with the
reasons for arrest at the tine of
arrest, and not at the end of the
60-day investigation period current-
ly permtted under Section 73 of
the Act. The reasons provided to
the detai nee ought to be specific,
detailed, and intelligible.

4. Review of the Advisory Board

pr oceedi ngs

In views of the fact.that the

Advi sory Boardis constitution and
proceedi ngs fall markedly short of
i nternational standards for a fair
hearing and thus do not provide an
ef fective saf eguard agai nst erro-
neous or wongful detention, the
rul es governing the comnposition
aut hority and proceedi ngs of the
Advi sory Board are in need of an
urgent review to provide for a
prompt, effective, independent and
authoritative assessnent of the
necessity to detain a suspect under
the | SA

5. Accession to internationa

human rights treaties

In order to denpnstrate its

stated conmitnment to uphold
internationally recognized human
rights principles, the governnment is
in addition urged to take steps to
accede to the Internationa
Covenant on Civil and Politica
Rights (ICCPR) including its
Optional Protocol; to the Interna-
tional Covenant on Economi c,

Social and Cultural Rights; and to
the Convention agai nst Torture and
ot her Cruel, |nhuman or Degrading
Treat ment or Puni shnent.

In addition to the above genera
recomendations to further the



protection of human rights in

Mal aysi a, Amnesty International

wi shes to draw the attention of the
government to the foll ow ng

speci fic recomendati ons in view

of the consistent and disturbing
testinoni es of detainees arrested in
"Qperation Lallangii suggesting that
they were subjected to harsh,
oppressive and punitive treatnent
in detention anounting in Amesty
Internationalis viewto torture or
cruel, inhuman or degrading treat-
ment. Ammesty International found
the existing nechanisns in place
gravely insufficient to guarantee
that such abuses do not take pl ace
during interrogation of suspects and
urges that the CGovernment inple-
ment the follow ng steps without
delay as a sign of its conmtnent
to stop torture and ill-treatnent, as
well as to denobnstrate its conmt-
nment to stop torture and ill-
treatnent, as well as to
denonstrate its commitnent to
uphol d the nmpbst basic human rights
of its citizens:

1) Oficial condemation of

torture and ill-treatnent

The head of state and senior
menbers of the governnent and

the Special Branch shoul d denons-
trate their total opposition to
torture and ill-treatnent. They
shoul d make clear to all personne
bel onging to the armed forces, the
Speci al Branch and the various
branches of the police that torture
and ill-treatment will not be

tol erated under any circunstances.
ii) Limts on inconmmuni cado
detention

Si nce nost cases of torture take

pl ace during i ncomuni cado
detention, the governnent should
undertake steps with a viewto
endi ng i ncommuni cado detention

of suspects detai ned under the | SA
Al arrested persons should be
brought before a magistrate or
other judicial authority wi thout
del ay after being taken into
custody, and relatives, |egal counse
and nedi cal personnel should have
prompt and regul ar access to them
iii) NO secret custody

In order to prevent anyone from
bei ng kept in secret custody, there
shoul d be public notification as
soon as possible of the identity of
the detained. Relatives and | ega
counsel shoul d be informed

promptly of the whereabouts of
persons who have been arrested and
be given pronpt access. |awyers
shoul d be ensured of confidentia
access to their clients inline with
the requirenents contained in the
United Nations Standard M ni num

Rul es for the Treatnent of



Pri soners.

iv) Safeguards during interrogation
All det ai nees should be told of
their right to | odge conplaints
about ill-treatnent. Arrested
persons should not be held in
custody by the branch of the police
which is responsible for their

i nterrogation. There should be
regul ar, independent visits to places
of custody and interrogation to
ensure that torture does not take
pl ace and that detai nees are not
subj ected to cruel, inhunman or
degrading treatnent. Interrogation
should nornmal |y be conducted in
short sessions and should take pl ace
wi thin, and not exceed, nornma
wor ki ng hours, and shoul d be
conducted by the m ni mum

nunber of officers at a tinme who
are necessary for questioning the
suspect.

v) | ndependent investigation of
reports of torture and ill-

treat ment
The testinonies filed by four ex-
det ai nees of tiQperation Lallangii in

court bear witness to abuses during
their 60-day investigation period at
the Police Renmand Centre (PRC) in
Kanpung Batu. The Gover nnent

shoul d ensure that an inpartia

body investigates all conplaints and
reports of torture or ill-treatnent.
Its finding and nethods of investi-
gation should be made public.

vi) No use of statenents extracted
under torture or ill-treatnent

St eps should be taken to ensure

that statements and confessions
obt ai ned through torture or ill-
treatment may never be invoked in

| egal proceedings or used to justify
the inprisoment of detainees.

Courts and the Advisory Board
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shoul d be particnilarly if careflilitlim
exam ni ng | tconfessions" or state;
ments made by detainees while in
custody, in order to verify that

they were not nmade under torture

or ill-treatment.

vii) Prohibition of torture in |aw
The governnent shoul d ensnre

that acts of torture are punishable
of fences under the crimnal |aw

viii) Prosecution of alleged tortures
When it is proved that an act of
torture has been committed by or

at the instigation of a publig

of ficial, crimnal proceedin

shoul d be instituted against 3’

al | eged of f ender.

1
03

i X) Training procedures _

It should be made clear du .41

the training of all officials invol ggg
in custody, interrogation or treat;-
nment of prisoners that torture isa;



crimnal act. They shoul d be
instructed that they are obliged to
refuse to obey any order to torture
or to engage in any other cruel

i nhuman or degradi ng treatnent or
puni shrent

1

x) Conpensation and rehabilita-
tion’

Victins of torture and their
dependants should be entitled to
obt ai n fi nanci al

Victinms should be provided with
appropriate nedical care or rehabi-
[itation

Finally, Amesty Internatioq
reconmends that all those arrest

in Operation Lallangi

'y and unconditionally, and that
those rel eased have their restric-
tions lifted and thus be granted
their unconditional rel ease as the
restrictions continue to violate their
right to freedom of expression
noverrent and associ ation

Extracted From Ammesty
International’ 3 Report on
Detention without trial under the

I ntemal Security Act in Ml aysia Of
20 Decem ber 1 988

conpensation; 1

who

continue to be held in detention. f
without trial be released i mediate- 9
o

I
w
I



DETAI NBES WATCH

In this issue of Detainees Watch, Aliran nmenber, BELLA LOO, reports on various questions
pertaining to the Internal Security Act (ISA), detentions, detainees and their treatnent
whi ch

cropped up in the course of a two-day sem nar on Human Ri ghts organi zed by the Bar Counc
| of

Edi t or

Mal aya.

Decenber. 1988 was

1 the 40th anniversary of

" the Universal Declaration

of Human Ri ghts. To comreno-

rate this day, the Bar Council of

Mal aya organi zed a sem nar on

an Rights with the theneg,

i wards a nation committed to

the ideals of the Universal Declara-

tion of Human Rights." _YTM

Tunku Abdul Rahman decl ared the

sem nar open on 9t h Decenber,

1988. The Sem nar was held over

two days and was attended by

about 203 participants.

Paper presenters included an

academ c, practising |lawers, a

foxnmer detainee and famly

menbers of those still detained. W

provi de bel ow various points raised

in certain papers.

Associ ate Prof. Azm Khalid of

Uni versity Mal aya explained in his

paper that the Internal Security Act

provi des for preventive detention

Preventive detention is very

different frompunitive detention

unitive detention, a detainee is

Enly tried in a court of |aw,

Found guilty of conm ssion of a

:rime and inprisoned. In preventive

ietention, no crime has been

:ommitted but a public officia

)elieves that the detai nee may act

11 a manner prejudicial to the

nterest of the State. Such deten-

;ion is not neant to be a punish-

nent but only a nmeans to prevent

he |ikelihood of such negative

letion. Further the detainee has no

ight to defend hinmself in a court of

aw (no matter what we say).

. Thus, Jagdeep Singh Deo in

kesenting his. paper on the trauma

)1? detention on the fanilies of the

| et ai nees, says of his father, Karpa

e’r

ok

Cloelttvise fromtop - The Tunku delivers his opening address at the
sem nar; a segnent of the multi-ethnic participants; Karpal Singhis son
Jagdeep declares nMy father is not a crimnal."
|7



Singh, "My father is not a crimnal
If the present governnent feels that
he has comm tted an of fence

puni shabl e by |Iaw, they should, in
the nane of true justice and
denocracy appropriately charge
himin a court oflaw " But the Act
neatly deprives Karpal Singh of his
right to defend hinself in a court of
| aw. Preventive detention is justi-
fied in the supposed interest of the
State’s security, although no crine
has been committed by the

detainee. If preventitive detention
is what it is, the authorities should
not regard preventive detention as a
form of punishment as it was never
neant to be a punishnment. Yet, oft
repeated all egations of physica

and/ or psychol ogi cal torture by
det ai nees, reveal the level of officia
under st andi ng of preventive deten-
tion.

Dr Tan Seng G aw, in presenting

hi s paper on uThe conditions of
detention: The investigative 60

days and 2-year detention period,
read excerpts fromitThe Rea

Reason? The Real Reason is a brief
submitted to the Inter-Parliamen-
tary Union (I1PU M ssion which
recently visited Mal aysia to investi-
gate the violation of the human

ri ghts of Ml aysi an parlianent a-
rians. In that brief, Hu Sepang,

DAP MP for Rasah recounted his

45 days in detention, ti The |ight
inm cell was switched off; plung-
ing me into total darkness

Wt hout footwear, the very cold
floor of the ihterrogation roomfelt
i ke sharp needl es shooting up ny

| egs To keep ny sanity | kept
scratching marks on the wall to

keep track of time. | was utterly
confused and di sorient at ed.

Towards the end | could not take it
anynore | stopped eating, |

wanted to kill nyself? If these

al l egations are true, then preventive
detention has obvi ously becone

puni tive.

Ms Irene Fernandez in her paper

ii The Trauma of Detention on the
Fanilies of Detainees" referred to
Ammesty International Reports

whi ch show that torture is

uni versal ly organi zed. She observes
that the nethods are so simlar to
what our detai nees have expe-
rienced that it is possible that the
of ficers had gone for training to the
same places on the use of such

met hods. She further notes, "un-
fortunately one group that has

remai ned silent and has indirectly
supported torture is the nedica

prof essi on. Qur nedi cal profession
has yet to recognise that the
det ai nees who have been victins of
torture have special nedical needs.



I may sound harsh but | see that
doct ors have becone acconplices

to torture and its perpetuation. The
physi ci an becones an acconplice

of torture:-

1. Wen he/she participates in
torture, | ooking after the victins
so that they may not die.

2. Wien he/she does not denounce
the wounds and injuries suffered

by victins of torture.

3. \When he/she does not accurately
report the cause of death of a
victimof torture.

4. \When he/she hel ps with know

| edge, material, presence or in

any other formthe process of
torture?

Anot her paper presented was

that by | awer Lee M n Choon on

the question of Habeas Corpus. In
it he explained that when a person
who has not been found guilty of
conmitting a crinme is detained, he
can apply to court to challenge the
validity of the preventitive deten-
tion order. This is called Hdbeas
Cor pus. There are 3 grounds on
which a court can declare a preven- _
tive detention illegal and so set the
det ai ned person free.

An instance of a successful
application of the first ground for
setting a detained person free
woul d be the Jamal uddin Bin

O hman (4? Joshua Jamal uddi n case
Jamal uddi n was detai ned under the
Internal Security Act for allegedly
propagating Christianity to
Musl i ms. However the | SA was

made under Article 149 of the
Federal Constitution. Article 149
recogni ses that the | SA may be

i nconsistent with certain articles on
fundanmental rights in the Constitu-
tion but this does not include
Article 11 which deals with
freedom of religion. Janal uddinis
detention was therefore outside the
scope of the ISA and was ill egal
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The second ground, valid since?

the I SA was first introduced in
1960, lost its legitimacy in July’
1988 with anmendnents to the
Internal Security Act, and ot her
Acts permtting preventive deten-
tion. Previously, certain procedura
defects could invalidate the deten-
tion. But now they cannot.

To succeed on the third ground,

the detai nee nust show that the
Hone M nister had acted in bad
faith or did not apply his mnd
whi | st maki ng the detention order.
It is for the detainee to prove bad
faith and non-application of m nd,
and it is indeed difficult to prove
this to the Courtis satisfaction. The
law al | ows the detaining authority
to say that it has information which



has led it to the conclusion that
there are grounds for the detenti
The Court cannot order D

authority to disclose this informa-
tion if the authority mmintains that
this information relates to nationa
security and it is not prepared to
disclose it. The Court is therefore
unable to review the fairness of the
deci si on- maki ng process of the
police and/or the Hone M nister.

The issue of Advisory Board

heari ngs was di scussed in a paper by
| awyer Varghese George. He

expl ained in the paper that the
Constitution provides for an

Advi sory Board where there is
preventive detention. The Advisory
Board was intended to afford
protection to the detainee. As the
Courts have declined to review the
satisfaction of the Hone M nister

on the alleged grou of ’

detention, the detaineeinust pin

or her hope on the Advisory Board.
However, unless drastic reformns

are introduced to the powers and
nature of the Advisory Board, the
detainee is left at the nmercy of the
Hone M nister. Under the Act, the
det ai nee can be detained indefinite-
Iy for successive two year periods.
Initially, the Reid Comm ssion

in making its reconmendations to
the proposed Constitution intended
the 3 nmenbers of the Advisory

Board to be judges or emnently ’
qualified people. This was to enable
the Board to be independent of the
Home M nister and Executi ve.

However, at present, only the



Chai rman nust be a judge or of

equi val ent standing. It was suggest-
ed by Varghese George that the

ot her 2 menbers nust al so be

j udges.

Det ai nees are al so painfully

aware that even if the Advisory
Board decides in their favour, those
recommendati ons may not be en-
forced at all. There is a sense of
futility in appearing before the
Board. It was therefore suggested
that the reconmendati ons of the

Advi sory Board shoul d be given

concl usive authority, and be

bi ndi ng on those responsible for the
detenti on.

As the Courts have been pre-
cluded from ordering the produc-
tion of information deenmed to be
agai nst national security, the
Advi sory Board should be em
powered to require production of
such information. It could then
deternmine if indeed such disclosure
woul d be agai nst the nationa
interest. Wthout this senbl ance of
accountability, no one would ever
know if the detaining authority is
telling the truth or not about

nati onal security and w thhol di ng
safe and rel evant informati on under
fal se gui ses.

The Sem nar partici pants whil st
denounci ng the preventive deten -
tion laws, recogni ze that they are
part of the present reality. At the
very |l east, there nmust be certain

m ni mum st andards of detention
bearing in mnd that the detainees
are not convicted offenders. In fact,
by anal ogy, Article 10 of the

I nternati onal Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights states that accused
persons shall be subject to separate
treatnment appropriate to their
status as unconvicted persons. Unti
and unless all parties particularly
detai ning authorities right down to
the guard are nmade to realise that
det ai nees under preventive deten-
tion |l aws have a recogni sed status
as unconvi cted persons, the all eged
conditions of detention will not

i mprove. The Declaration on the

M ni mum St andar ds of Detention
adopted at the Sem nar, states that
until abolition of all preventive
detention | aws, the Bar Council, or
such ot her organization as the Bar
Council may consider fit, be called
upon to formul ate conprehensive

m ni mum condi ti ons of detention.

Due regard should be given to the
principle that a detainee shall be
treated with respect and in

F1 NANMAL

ScANDM S . 7
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accordance with his inherent



dignity as a human being and t hat
no detai nee shall be subjected to
torture, or to cruel, inhuman and
degradi ng puni shnent or treatnent.



gat hering of concerned people).at a

A forumtitled ttReflections i87-i88i

has given a resounding itNGi to the
injustice of the | SA. Anpobng ot her things, the
gat heri ng:

NOTES AND DEPLORES

) The arbitrary arrests under the Interna
Security Act 018A") on Oct 27, 1987 and
thereafter of nmore than 106 peopl e including
| eaders and activists of opposition parties,
public interest groups and associ ations;

2) That 17 of those arrested are still serving their
two years detention orders and several others
rel eased have been served with restriction
orders curtailing their freedom of nmovement,
speech and associ ati on

3) The continued detention under the | SA at
Kanmunting Detention Centre and at ot her

pl aces of persons held before the arrests of
Cct ober 1987, sonme of whom have been hel d

wi thout trial for nore than 10 years; and

4) The passing by the governnment of draconian
and unjustifiable amendnents to the Printing
Presses and Publications Act 1984, the Police
Act 1967 and the I SA further curtailing the
fundanment al freedom of speech and peacefu
assenbly in this country;

F URTHER NOTES

1)Wth great concern that the detainees were
subj ected to psychol ogi cal and physica
torture during the course of their detention
DECLARES

1) That the use of ISAis an affront to the
protection of basic human rights and

freedoms enshrined in the Constitution of

Mal aysi a;

2) The existence of the | SA and ot her repressive
| egi sl ati ons has created an oppressive climate
in this country;

3) That the prevailing repressive climate in this
country and the culture of fear existing
anmongst the citizenry will remain a mgjor
obstacle in Ml aysiais political and economic
devel opnent ;

DEMANDS

1) The repeal of the |ISA and other |egislations
whi ch violate the basic and fundanenta
freedoms enshrined in the Constitution
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NO TO | SA!

2) A Royal Commi ssion of Inquiry be set up to
i nvestigate into the conditions of detention
and the psychol ogi cal and physical torture of
the | SA detai nees; and

3) That all persons held in detention under the
| SA be rel eased unconditionally forthwith or
be charged in open court and given a fair trial
The forumwas held in Kuala Lunpur on Nov 3
1988.

For Absent

Brothers & Sisters

At tinmes of festive cheer

At times when famlies neet,

Many hearts shed a tear

For those in forced retreat.

For those in bonds, suffering

Adversity and pain,

Qur hearts go out, feeling

Their distress and their bane.

We pray God gives them strength

For cheerful fortitude,



d to forgive, forthwth,
| with grace and sanctitude.
J.

An
Al
- CK. John -



under the | SA

small rally outside the New Zeal and

A Parlianment on Cct 27 marked the

anni versary of the arrest and detention

without trial of nore than 100 Mal aysi ans

who have been hel d under Ml aysiats interna
security act. _

Council of Trade Unions secretary Ron

Bur gess addressed the group of about a dozen
peopl e.

MeanWhi | e, menbers of a Mal aysi an det ai nee

1, support group representing groups of politica
t’. prisoners stood gagged inside a nock detention
centre

, MPs Jim Anderton, Paul East and Sonja
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PROTEST

AGAI NST | SA

A small rally outside the New Zeal and Parlianment on Oct 27 marked the anniversary of
the arrest and detention without trial of nore than 100 Mal aysi ans who had been hel d
Davi es and speakers from concerned groups

spoke about the plight of political prisoners in
Mal aysi a. Reports were carried by national radio
news, national radio current affairs, and nationa
tel evision evening news. The television report,

i ncluded reference to the hunger strike of Karpa
Si ngh and t he ot her detai nees, and background
:filmof Mahathir and the situation in Ml aysia.
The news al so showed the nock prison, and
statenments by two M Pfs

A representative of the Ml aysi an Hi gh

conmi ssion in Wellington was al so shown taking
notes during the denonstration. C



HUMAN RI GHTS

A MALAYSI AN HUMAN

Rl GHTS ORGANI ZATI ON

On 9 and 10 Decenber 1988, the Bar Council of Ml aya organized a senminar to

conmenorate the 40th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Hunan Rights. At the end
of

the seninar, 15 distinguished Ml aysi ans, including YTM Tunku Abdul Rahman and YAB Tun
Hussein Onn signed a Declaration calling for the establishment of a national organization
to

pronote, preserve and defend human rights in Malaysia. We carry bel ow their Declaration.
18 days later, on 28 Decenber 1988, the pronoters of the Declaration established the
pro-tem conmmittee of the National O ganization for the Pronption, Preservation and Defenc
e of

Human Rights in Ml aysia. The names of the pro-teni Commttee appear bel ow.

The pro-temconmttee will soon be submitting an application for the registration of the
above-menti oned organi zation as required by the Societies Act (1966). It is our fervent h
ope that

the Registrar of Societies will register the organization wi thout any delay. -Editor

Decl aration for the establishnment

of a national organisation to pronote,

pt eserve and defend human rights in Ml aysia

Nati on was procl ai ned a soverei gn denocratic and i ndependent nation founded upon

the principle of liberty and justice ever seeking the welfare and happi ness of its people
and the mai ntenance of a just peace anong all nations.

VWereas this Nation, upon becom ng a nenber of the United Nations O ganisation

subscribed to the principles enbodied in the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts.
Whereas there has been a constant erosion of these principles.

We hereby declare that there is a need to pronote, preserve and defend these principles a
nd

her eby propose that there be established a national organisation for that purpose.

Decl ared at Kual a Lunpur this 10th day of Decenber, 1988 on the occasion of the 40th

Anni versary of the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts.

w hereas by Procl amati on of | ndependence dated the 3l st day of August, 1957 this
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NATI ONAL ORGANI SATI ON

FOR THE PROMOTI ON,

PRESERVATI ON AND DEFENCE

OF HUMAN RI GHTS | N MALAYSI A

PROTEM COWM TTEE

CHAI RIVAN:

YTM Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra Al - Haj

DEPUTY CHAI RVEN:

YAB Tun Hussein Onn

YM Raj a Azi z Addruse

VEMBERS:

YB Tan Sri Ahmad Nordin

YB Dat uk Mohd. Sopi ee

Dr. Chandra Muzaffar

Rev. Father Paul Tan

Assoc. Professor Azm Khalid

Ms. F. R Bhupal an

Enci k Zai nal Ranpak

Enci k Gurmit Singh

Enci k Bi shan Si ngh

Enci k Valentine Wllie

Enci k John KO

Enci k Param Cunar aswany

SECRETARI ES:

Enci k Ramachel vam

Enci k Chia Loong Thye

TERMS OF REFERENCES:

Former Prime M nister

Former Prime M nister

Presi dent Mal aysi an Bar

Retired Auditor General

Newspaper Col ummi st

Presi dent ALI RAN

Sccretary- General Mal aysi an

Consul tative Council for Buddhism

H nduism Christianity and Si khism

Law Faculty U M

Vi ce-President - NCWD and Chai rman

of NCWD - Education and Training

Comm ttee

President MT. U C

President E.P.S. M.

Presi dent Sabah Bar Assoc.

Presi dent Advocates Assoc. of Sarawak

Chai rman Hurman Rights Committee

Bar Counci |

Menbers of the Bar Council Human

Righ ts Conmittee

To do all acts necessary to register the organisation as a society under Societyk
Act 1966.

Injustice is Mran

Canpai gn for the Metdcka

Constitution and the Rukunegara

| aunched a signature canpai gn on behal f of the

Affair Merdeka Constitution and the Rukunegara on 9 July 1988. .
NO DoneStic As of the first week of January 1989, Aliran received 6776
Inacivilized society it is not signatures. These signatures were forwarded to the Prinme
consi dered to be a nmants donestic Mnister, Dr Mahathir Mhamad.
affair when he ill-treats his wife and Readers of Aliran Monthly can continue to forward
t he

children. Neither in a civilized signatures to the Aliran office.
world should it be considered a

countryts affair when its

government makes a | aw which

treats human bei ngs with harshness

and injusti ce.

ALAN PATON



CONFERENCE REPORT

uphol d the Rakyars

Ri ghts! - Mruc

The foll owi ng resolutions were passed by the 29th Bienni al Del egates Conference of The
Mal aysi an Trades Uni on Congress held on 3 and 4 Decenber 1988 in Petaling Jaya.
1 . INTERNAL SECURITY

ACT

his 29th Bi enni al Del egates

Conf erence of the Ml ay-

si an Trades Union Con-

gress held on 3rd and 4t h Decenber
1988 in Petaling Jaya,

NOTI NG

that the Internal Security Act

(I'SA) is an obnoxi ous piece of

| egislation which is contrary to
human rights and denocratic free-
dom

RECOGNI SI NG

that it is a violation of one of the
gui di ng principles of RUKU

NEGARA nanely Rul e of Law,

CONSI DERI NG

that the | SA has been repeatedly

i nvoked by the Executive to stifle
constructive criticisms of and
opposition to some of the decisions
and policies’ of the Government.
RESOLVES

TO CALL UPON THE GOVERN-

MENT:

t’t to repeal the draconian |egisla-
tion without any further del ay;

"t tolift all the restrictive condi-
tions inposed upon the

Secretary General of MIUC, Dr.

V. David and to pernit himto

di scharge his duties and responsi -
bilities as a trade unionist freely
and to withdraw all conditions

i nposed on det ai nees who have

been rel eased; and

t to release unconditionally all the
remai ni ng det ai nees hel d under

the 1 SA imedi atel y.

2. LABOUR LAV

This 29th Bi enni al Del egates
Conference of the Mal aysi an Trades
Uni on Congress held on 3rd and

4t h Decenber 1988 in Petaling

Jaya,

RECOGNI SI NG

that strong denocratic trade unions
are vital for the econonic growth

of the nation as well as for the
eradi cati on of poverty, which is the
decl ared policy of the governnent;
VI EW NG

that there are nunmerous prohibitive
and restrictive provisions in our’

[ abour |aws and that they have

i npeded the growt h and devel op-

ment of a free, strong and heal t hy
trade unions; Further amendnents
were introduced in 1969 and 1980

which curtailed all legitinmate
functions of the trade union
novenent .

NOTI NG

that such provisions are contrary to
the various 1LO Conventi ons,



especi ally Conventions No. 87 and
96, whi ch guarantee ninimum

rights of workers and their organisa-
tions;

RESOLVES

to strongly urge the governnent to
carry out a thorough review of the
| abour Laws, nanely the Trade
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-Editor

Uni ons Act 1959, the Enpl oym 4

Act 1955 and the Industrial R
tions Act 1967 with a viewto
renovi ng those prohibitive and
restrictive provisions fromthese
Acts and to ensuring trade union
rights in conformty with the ILO
Conventi ons;

FURTHER RESOLVES

that the affiliates of MIUC commt
thensel ves to continue their
struggle collectively and severally
for the restoration of oilr basic
ri ghts.

3. WORKERS OF

ELECTRONI C | NDUSTRY

This 29th Bi enni al Del egat es
Conference of the Ml aysi an Trades
Uni on Congress held on 3rd and

4t h Decenber 1988 in Petalin

Jaya, having recogni sed the fa$
that it is the right of the workers
the Electronic Industry to foxma
Nati onal Union based on the

i ndustry in accordance with Section
9 of the Trade Unions Act 1959,
reaffirms and reiterates its support
for the formati on of the Nationa
Uni on as has al ready been deci ded
by the workers concened and

her eby enpowers the Secretariat to
strongly oppose any attenpt by

any quarter to form Il n-House

Unions in the industry and to take
such actions as are necessary and
appropriate to enable the workers
right to formthe National Union
both within the country and
out si de.



4% HUVAN RI GHTS

JW This 29th Bi ennal Del egates

Conf erence of the Mal aysi an Trades
Uni on Congress held on 3rd and

4t h of Decenber 1988 in Petaling
Jaya,

NOTI NG

that Malaysia is a signatory to the
Charter of the United Nations
Organi sation which adopted in

1948 the Decl arati on of Human

Ri ghts;

TAKI NG

cogni zance of the fact that Ml aysia
was a party to the adoption in 1966
of the International Covenant by
the United Nations O ganisations;
RECOGNI SI NG

that the Governnent of Ml aysia

h enacted several |egislations such
he OSA and | SA which are in
conflict with the above Decl aration
and Covenant;

RESOLVES

to call upon the Governnent to
restore Human Rights by | egislative
action.

5. RIGHT TO COLLECTI VE

BARGAI NI NG | N PUBLI C

a SECTOR

This 29th Bi enni al Del egates

Conf erence of the Mal aysi an Trades
Uni on Congress held on 3rd and

4t h Decenber 1988, in Petaling
Jaya,

NOTI NG

that the right to Collective Bargain-
i ng was accorded by the Col oni a

| eis by establishing Witley

iuncil and which right had
continued to have been extended
after Merdeka until 1979, when it
was abruptly wi thdrawn vide

Service Circular No. 2 of 1979.
RECOGNI SI NG

that it is the basic right of trade
uni ons, irrespective of the sector
they belong, to Collective Bargain-
ing, wthout which they are virtual -
ly inmpotent;

CONSI DERI NG

that the I1LO has adopted Conven-
tion No. 151 guaranteeing freedom
of association and the right to

Col l ective Bargaining to the public
enpl oyees and that the Ml aysi an
Government was a party to the
adoption of this Convention,
RESOLVES

to call upon the governnent to
restore the right to Collective
Bargaining to the public sector
trade unions by introducing the
necessary anmendnents to the

Service Circular No. 2 of 1979.

6. MIuC LOAN

This 29th Bi enni al Del egates

Conf erence of the Mal aysi an Trades
Uni on Congress held on 3rd and

4t h Decenber 1988 in Petaling

Jaya hereby resol ves to authorise



the General Council of the Mruc

to negotiate and seek appropriate

| oan with the Enpl oyees Provi dent
Fund Board and to take al

necessary actions to refinance the
out standi ng | oan secured fromthe
Central Co-operative Bank.

7. FEDERATI ON OF

STATUTORY BODI ES

This 29th Bi enni al Del egates
Conference of the Mal aysi an Trades
Uni on Congress held on 3rd and

4t h Decenber 1988 in Petaling

Jaya, recognising the fact that the
various statutory bodi es have been
set up by the government with the
conmon pul rpose of servicing the
peopl e hereby resolves to urge the
government to permt the trade
unions in the statutory bodies to
forma Federation of Trade Unions
by i ntroduci ng necessary anend-
ments to Section 72 Of the Trade
Uni ons Act 1959.

8. OCCUPATI ONAL SAFETY

AND HEALTH ACT

REALI SI NG

that the new Cccupational Safety
and Health Act has been finalised
by the Factories and Machi nery
Depar t ment

APPRECI ATI NG

that the new OSH Act is intended

to cover all enployees in the
Private and Public Sectors and al so
establish OSH Commi ttees at

wor kpl aces having a certain numnber
of enpl oyees

CONCERNED

with the annual increase in occupa-
tional accidents and di seases which
is agreat loss to the nation in terns
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and manpower

of financi al

resour ses

CALLS UPON

the Governnent to expedite the

i mpl ement ati on of the new OSH

Act in the interest of the workers
safety and health at the workpl ace
9. ALLOCATI ON FOR

SARAWAK DI VI SI ON

Requests that a reasonabl e

amount fromaffiliation fees from
al |l Sarawak based unions be allo-
cated for the Sarawak Division to
function and carry out its activities.
10. REQUESTS FOR LAND

FOR MIUC SARAVWAK

Dl VI SI ON

The State CGovernment is

favourably considering allocation of
land for putting up of MIUC
Sarawak Hgq., and if said | and
allocation is granted, the Division
requests the 29th BDC to take note
that the MTUC Hg will go all out to
hel p the division to secure
necessary funds to erect the
bui | di ng Hg.



11. CANCELLATI ON OF

PERSONAL ACCI DENT

POLI CY

D smayed over the reactions of
the Public Services Departnent in
directing the Management of
Statutory Bodi es and Local
Authorities to cancel or stop
enpl oyees in pensi onabl e posts
fromtaking Personal Accident
Pol i ci es.

The Kuching Port Authority

Enpl oyees Uni on strongly opposes
the nmove of the Kuching Port
Authorities in inplenmenting the
ruling.

The KPAEU strongly stresses the

i mportance of Personal Accident
Policies for enployees engaged in
cargo handl i ng nachi ne operators.
KPAEU urges the 29th Mruc

BDC to discuss and adopt this
Resol uti on and through the MIuc
hg to take further action with the
Gover nment .

12. | NDEPENDENT

SOVEREI GN STATE FOR

PALESTI Nl AN PECPLE



RECOGNI SES

The MIUC representing the Ml ay-

sian workers recogni ses the Pal es-
tian Liberation Organisation |ed by
Yasser Arafat who has bitterly
struggl ed to establish an i ndepen-
dent Sovereign State for the

Pal esti ni an people. The Mruc

recogni ses the Pal estinian Nation
under the abl e | eadership of Yasser

Ar af at .

CALLS UPON

The MIuUC calls upon all peace

| oving nations to work towards

ever| asting peace in the Mddle

East .

DEPLORES

Depl ores the US. CGovernnent for
refusing a visa to Yasser Arafat to
address the UN which had invited

him The Un as a world body

TUNKU:

[

shoul d have access to all hatiotgis
and | eaders regardl ess of |ikes and

di sli kes.

FAI LI NG

which it is time the Wrld Body
shoul d be |l ocated in a place where
nations and their |eaders will have
free novenent. O

Pet al i ng Jaya

Tunkui s recent remarks that conditions in the country
now were worse than during the Japanese Qccupation
brought about an artilerry of return fire from UWNO
quarters including the deputy PM Here Tunku expl ai ns
the context of his remarks and calls on the people to
struggl e against the noral evil in the country today.
S

A d UMNO cast away as unwanted

pi ece of tag by Mahathir 8: his cronies
LI STEN TO ME. .

nci k Gnaf ar Baba and

the ot her UWNO

vet erans, have inter-

preted ny words literal -

ly. Mental sufferings

and physical sufferings are not the
same, one is direct pain and the

other is indirect mental pain which
can drive people into nental agony.
The suffering | referred to is not
quite the sane as that we

experienced under the Japanese
Qccupation. W expected all those
atrocities to happen then, and the
Japanese Mlitary took no account

of our feelings as they were intent

on conquering the country, sub-

dui ng the peopl e and nmi nt ai ni ng

order at any cost, and anybody

who defied them were arrested,
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tortured and_ killed. This was
expected and we give thanks to

God that we survived it all, in
particul ar, the agony and nent al
angui sh that it caused. Many of us

| ost our relatives. | lost ny brother-
in-law Raja Anan Shah in Singa-

pore. According to reports, he 3Q



ot her menmbers of the Mal ay

Vol unt eer Force, Chinese and

Mal ays, were nade to dig their own
graves and then nmachi ne-gunned

and bayonetted to death. Sone

were buried before they died.

But in the present case we had

set up independence and were

consi dered to be a successfu
devel opi ng country and our people
were enjoying the best of life with
everything they could get to enrich
life. Qur econony was stable, our
currency was good and the cost of
living then was fair and conpared
favourably wi th other devel oping
countries. There was no difference
bet ween t he val ue of our currency
conti nued on page 34



LIVING INA

M ULTI - ETHN | C SOCI ETY

In this summary of a paper presented at a forumof the sanme title on April 3, 1988
CHANDRA MJUZAFFAR ur ges Mal aysians to overcone their ethnic prejudices in neeting
the chal |l enges of multi-ethnic living.

ne of the main reasons why nulti-ethnic

Mal aysi a has held together, in spite of

everything, is because of a tlive and | et

live attitude anong the’ people. This is

due to certain cultural, economc and

political factors. Al the cultural and religious traditions

in the country value nutual tolerance and respect. At
the same tinme, right through the sixties and seventies
we experienced a certain degree of econonic prosperity
whi ch al |l owed for some accommodati on of conpeting
ethnic aspirations at the mddle and upper |evels of |
society. Also, the politics of bal ance and
accommodati on has been a characteristic of Ml aysian
soci ety especially in the first decade and a half after
Mer deka

Perhaps, the tlive and let live, attitude is also a
product of a type of caution in ethnic relations that
has devel oped since the May 13 incident in 1969.

Mal aysi ans are now very afraid of provoki ng anyone
from another comunity just in case it |leads to an
ethnic conflict. This caution, this fear of trouble
breaki ng out, appears to be a crucial aspect of the
Mal aysi an psyche. It is sinilar to the way Japanese fee
about the danger of earthquakes!

In the last 10 years or so, there has been a significant
.eterioration in ethnic relations. There is |l ess socia

i nteraction anong the different communities at al

| evel s. There is nore distrust and suspicion than ever
before. Anong all comunities there is a feeling of

i nsecurity, of deprivation. This is conpounded by fear

of the other community. Unfortunately, these feelings
are seldomarticul ated openly. In the presence of

i ndi viduals of ithe other community, one often avoids
tal ki ng about ethnic issues. However, within onels own
ethnic circle, one is often vocal and vociferous in
expressing all sorts of ethnic gripes. This is a good
exanpl e of tcloset communalism C oset conmunal i sm

is slowmy creating a ttwo-facei cultu_re anmong Ml aysi ans
- one, the face presented to the person outside your
conmunity and two, the face you reveal to your own

ki nd.

What are the nmajor causes of this deterioration in
ethnic relations? communities.
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I

0 Unnecessarily divisive public policies in education,

the economy and the admi nistration. A certain

degree of veiled discrimnation in the private sector.

0 Mani pul ation of ethnic sentinents by politicians

in both government and opposition parties.

0 Vested interests in the econonmy and politics which

are determ ned to perpetuate conmmunalismin

public life.

0 Sectarian notions of society and social issues
supported by either religious or cultural ideol ogies

whi ch command enotional support anong a section

of the people.

0 Lack of understandi ng of each otherls position,

interests, aspirations and sensitivities anmong both

Mal ays and non- Mal ays. This is nade worse by

i gnorance of one otherls religion and cul ture.

In order to check this deterioration in ethnic relations

there are certain pre-requisites that must be fulfilled.

o A national |eadership of high ethical and intellectua

calibre with a clear vision of how the commnities

woul d be integrated. The conmitnment should be to

integration not to assimlation on the one hand or

segregation on the other.

0 A sincere conmitnment to justice and fairness in

dealings with the various conmunities on the part

of all those who exercise power and authority in al

sectors and at all |evels of society.

0 Effective inter-ethnic communicators within the

intelligentsia who will strive to increase understanding

Striking a note of hope: an ethnically-m xed crowd

among the various conmunities and reduce g .t H

m sconcepti ons and apprehensi ons.

0 Econom c growth and econom ¢ expansi on

acconpani ed by a concerted effort to eradicate

poverty anong all communities. Gowh will help

to reduce ethnic antagonisms which often increase

when the economic pie is shrinking while the

eradi cati on of poverty could result in a | essening OE4

ethnic insecurity and ethnic anxiety. f:

o Awllingness to communicate, to consult and to seek"

consensus on ethnic issues. There nust also be an

attenpt to encourage peoplels participation in

finding solutions to ethnic challenges. Consultation

and participation are vital in a nulti-ethnic society;

ot herwi se whol e communities may feel that they

are being ignored and neglected. This could lead to

ethnic alienation.

Apart fromthese pre-requisites there are certain

speci fic neasures that can be introduced in the short

run.

0 Establish a National Consultative Council on Ethnic

Rel ati ons conprising representatives of all politica

parties, public interest societies, cultural and | anguage

organi sations, religious bodies, professional groups

etc. The idea is to provide a channel for frank

conmuni cati on on ethnic issues.

0 Establish the equivalent of this Council at the district

| evel . These district Councils will consist of |ocal

conmunity | eaders. Unlike the National Council

they will be nore concerned with day-to-day ethnic

pr obl emns.

0 Establish an i ndependent autonompus Institute of

Ethnic Relations to study in depth the ethnic

problemin the country and to reconmend sol utions.

0 Re-vanp the prinmary and secondary curriculumin

relation to certain subjects Iike history and civics

with the aimof inculcating a multiethnic outl ook

anmong the young.

0 Review radi o and tel evision programmes so that

progranmes with ethnic biases will be elimnated.



I ntroduce progranmres that woul d hel p non- Ml ays
understand the history and background of the ¢

country and the role of the Ml ay | anguage and 151ng

in the evolution of our society. At the sane tine,

i ntroduce programres which will enable Ml ays to
appreci ate better the realities of a multi-ethnic
society and the legitinmate aspirations of the non-

Mal ays. Equally inmportant, Radio and Tel evi sion

shoul d gi ve speci al enphasis to the val ues, principles
and ideals which Ml aysians of different communities
share in comon. | ndeed, shared val ues shoul d be

the basis of our national identity and the foundation
of the nation-building process.

Final ly, Ml aysians should realise learning to live
harmoni ously in this multi-ethnic society is our greatest
chal | enge. W should strive to becone a shining exanple
to the world of harnonious multi-ethnic living. If we
can achieve that goal, we would have nmade a pricel ess
contribution to humanity _ of far greater value than
joining the ranks of the industrial giants of the world. O
28



r ounx
nmenyedi hkan,
s ramai pem npin politik
ki ni yang tidak mahu
mal ah tidak tahu menmbezakan
antara taatsetia kepada keraj aan
dengan taatsetia kepada negara.
Kerana itu bila kita mengkritik
sesuat u dasar kerajaan atau mem
per soal kan sesuat u ti ndakannya,
wal aupun kita nengkritik dan
nmenper soal kannya dcmi ke-
penti ngan negara, kita 'dicapkan
ti dak setia kepada negara
Hans kita sedari bahawa keraj a-
| ,gzersilih ganti tetapi negara kekal
1 apa vyang dil akukan ol eh
sesebuah keraj aan pada sesuatu
keti ka itu mungkin bertentangan
dengan kepenti ngan masyar akat
dan negara. M sal nya dasar regi m
Pol Pot di Kanpuchea dulu ter-
nyata bertentangan dengan ke-
sej aht eraan rakyat. Dasar-dasar
ker aj aanNazi di Jernman sewaktu
Perang Duni a Kedua akhjrnya tel ah
menbawa Jer man nenuj ui ke-
hancuran. Banyak dasar kerajaan
Marcos di Filipina telah nmeninggal -
kan pel bagai masal ah serius yang
keraj aan Aqui no 'dapati begitu
sukar nengat asi nya.
Lebi h kurang sebul an | al u Dat uk
Musa Hitamtel ah nmenyanpai kan
suatu ucapan di Hong Kong d
mana bel i au nenberi pandangan
fang tindak-tanduk Dr Mahathir
bel akangan i ni. Kata Datuk Misa,
Dr Mahat hir rmungki n akan neng-
adakan pilihanraya nmengej ut dan
kal au Dr Mahat hir nanpak sepert
akan kal ah naka beliau akan
meni nbul kan huru-hara dan nmeng-
i syti harkan Darurat. Kal angan
tertentu di sini |antas nengutuk
Dat uk Musa. Kata mereka Datuk
Musa tel ah nmender haka kepada
negar a
Tetapi ucapan Datuk Musa itu
mer upakan kritikan terhadap st ai
kepi mpi nan Dr Mahathir. Beliau
tidak nengkn’'tik atau mencenar
nama negara. Jadi kenapa di kat akan
Musa derhaka kepada negara’?
Bol ehkah Dr Mahat hir di samakan
ungguh
Seti a?
dengan negara Mal aysi a? Dr
Mahat hir tidak dapat di samakan
dengan Mal aysi a wal aupun nmenang
bel i au Perdana Menteri negara
Mal aysi a. Kal au di samakan juga, itu
serup’ al ah seperti di zaman feudal d
mai na Raj a dan negara di anggap
satu. Negara dianggap nmlik Raja
seorang dan bagi nda di bol ehkan
berbuat sesuka hati dan sepuas
naf su. Raja Louis XV dari Perancis
di zaman feudal pernah nmengat akan
1 am France? Tentu sekali tidak
waj ar kal au Dr Mahat hir nengat a-



kan ul am Mal aysi a". Maka nesti -
| ah kita bezakan antara Dr
Mahat hi r, keraj aan dan negara atau
sekur ang- kurangnya antara Dr
Mahat hi r dan negara
A eh itu janganl ah nengecap
mer eka yang nengkritik undang-
undang at au dasar-dasar negara
sebagai wi dak setia kerana dal am
si stem denokrasi nenmang nenj ad
t anggungi awab seseor ang rakyat
untuk menil ai kerajaannya. Kal au
nmer eka yang mengerj akan tang-
gungj awab i ni bol eh di capkan

tidak setia kepada negarzf, maka
ti dak sal ahl ah pemni npi n- pem nmpi n
negara pada tahun 1969 kerana
nmenganggap Dr Mahathir tidak
setia kepada negarfi

Mer eka yang mempunya
semangat patriotik tidak senestinya
nmenyokong segal a dasar atau
ti ndakan keraj aan yang menerintah
negara itu. Mereka yang patriotik
ti dak senestinya nenyokong

Perdana Menteri. Mereka yang
ci nt akan negara tidak senestinya
juga nenyintai Perdana Menteri.

M sal nya bila kita nmenyaksi kan
per | awanan bol asepak di nana

Mal aysi a bernmai n dengan pasukan
lain, tentu sekali kita menyokong
penuh Mal aysia. Di kal angan pen-
yokong Mal aysia ini termasukl ah
UWNO Team A, UVNO Team B,

PAS, DAP, Hamim PSRM dan
sebagai nya. Tetapi kita tahu bukan
semua yang nenyokong Mal aysi a

i ni juga nmenyokong politik Dr

Mahat hir.
29

Dasar - dasar Perdana Menteri,
ti ndakan-ti ndakannya dan kairan-
nya bol eh dikritik. Ml ah adal ah
nmenj adi kewaj i pan rakyat mana-
mana negara pun untuk mengkritik
dan menbet ul kan satu-satu ke-
sal ahan Perdana Menteri, seperti
kesal ahan nmenecat hakim Jika kita
sebagai rakyat gagal menbet ul kan-
nya, atau sekurang-kurangnya ber -
usaha keras untuk menbet ul kan-

nya, naka kita bersalah. Ertinya
kita menerim kesal ahan itu.
Penting kita ingati selalu sepotong
ayat Hadi s yang berbunyi, uSesiapa
dari kal angan kamu el i hat
kemungkaran hendak ia nenbetul -
kan dengan tangannya, jika ia tidak
manpu ber buat demni ki an hendak-

Il ah ia nenbetul kan dengan | i dah-
nya, jika ia tidak bol eh berbuat
dem ki an hendakl ah ia betul kan
Vdengan hatinya, dan itu adal ah
sel emah-1 enah i man? Vv

Khal i fah pertama |slam Saidina
Abu Bakar, penmah nengat akan

Saya bukanl ah yang terbai k dari
kal angan anda; bila saya mel akukan
kebai kan, berilah sokongan; jika
saya nel akukan kesal ahan, tegur



1t h saya. Menyuar akan kebenaran
kepada seseorang yang di amanah-
kan untuk nererintah adal ah
kesetiaan yang tul en; men-
yermbunyi kan kebenaran itu suatu
pengkhi anat an. "

Begi tul ah kat a-kata nuti ara
Sai di na Abu Bakar yang di ucapkan
ol eh beliau beratus tahun dahul u.
Berapa ramai pem npi n yang akan
bersetuj u dengan kata-kata itu?
Sesungguhnyd sesudah kita neli hat
si kap pem npi n- peni npi n Ki ni,
sesudah kita mendengar ucapan-
ucapan mnereka, bolehlah kita

si mpul kan bahawa kat a- kata
nereka ini pula mungkin begi ni
bunyi nya, "Akul ah yang terbaik
dari kal angan kamu senua; aku
mahukan an, da menyamnbut aku
dengan gal uan konpang dan iringan
bunga mangga. Ji ka aku nel akukan
Di sanbung di nuka surat 35



CURRENT COMVENT

Arecord of Aliran 5 conplete press statenents
made in the precedi ng nont hs
HUVAN RI GHTS DAY

11 the occasion of the 40th

Anni versary of the Univer-

sal Declaration of Human

Rights, Aliran calls upon the famly
of nations to ensure a genui ne
respect for human rights through-
out the world, especially in Third
Wrld countries where the inple-
mentation of human rights is still
accorded little priority.
Cyni ci sm and hypocrisy in the
practice of human rights cannot be
avoi ded but they can and nust be
exposed wherever they may occur
Manki nd now has the duty to
review the record of the last 40
years in respect of reaching the
tcommon st andard of achi evenent,
prescribed in the preanble to the
Uni versal Decl aration of Human

Ri ghts W al so urge the Gover-
ment of Mal aysia to denonstrate its
support for human rights by forth-
with ratifying the Internationa
Covenant on Econonic & Socia

and Cultural Rights and the

I nt ernati onal Covenant on G vi

and Political Rights. There is no
excuse for us as a | ongstanding
supportive nenber 3f the United
Nati ons and of its Security Counci
to delay ratification any |onger
Hurman rights has acquired un-
precedented attention throughout
the world in recent years which is
buil ding up to a gl obal novenent.
mui m M

"Hurman Ri ghts don’ t

We may yet have reason to hope
that this gl obal movenent will
heral d the dawni ng of an age of
spiritual commitnment to concrete
human concerns transcendi ng the
narrow i nterests of the contenpo-
rary nation-State.

Gan Tei k Chee

10 Decenber 1988 Acting President
statenent has not

- Edi tor

The above

appeared in any daily.
CONSULTATI VE COUNCI L

ON THE NATI ONAL

ECONOWY

n the face of it, the

proposal to establish a

Consul tative Council on

the National Econony after 1990,
appears to be a good idea. It is

significant that the Council will be
multi-ethnic in conposition and
wi Il include opposition politica

parties and i ndependent public

i nterest societies.

ALI RAN hopes that the Govern-

nment will soon provide nore

i nformati on on the | egal status of



respect any borders. 3
The Struggle for them 1.
.1's our comon
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the Council, its actual powers, site
area of jurisdiction and it: term of
reference. If the Council is "to

conmand t he confidence of the
public, it should be independent ' of
Executive control and shoul d
conpri se nmen and wonen of

integrity and ability.

VWiile it is inportant to seek the

vi ews of opposition political patties
and public interest societies, it is
equal ly crucial to find out what the
ordinary citizen feels should be the
nati onal economic policy after

1990. The proposed Consultative
Council should therefore invite the
general public to provide witten
conmments on the subject. The

views of the public, apart fromit:
own del i berations, should consti -
tute the crux and core of the
Council’” 5 position on the nationa
econony after 1990.

Through rational, denpcratic

del i berations of this sort the

Consul tative Council, it is hop
wi || produce an econom c po
which will secure human di gm

and social justice for all Malaysians.
Chandra Muzaffar

19 Decenber 1 988 President

AWVNESTY

| NTERNATI ONALi S

REPORT OF

i i OPERATI ON LALLANG'

n 20 Decenber 1988

Ammesty International

the world fanous human

ri ghts organi zati on and wi nner of
the 1977 Nobel Peace prize ma
public a 32 page report entitl

Mal aysi a: "Qperation Lallang
Detention Wthout Trial under the
Internal Security Act.

The report gives a bal anced

anal ysis of the events that led to
the mass arrests of COctbber 1987. It
al so exam nes the Governnent’s

Wi te Paper on the arrests and the
public's reactions to it. Detention
condi tions and the treatment of
det ai nees are described in some
detail.

The Ammesty report nakes

several significant recomendati om
to the Mal aysian CGovernment. It
calls on the Ml aysi an Gover nnment
to: 1. Release all remaining
det ai nees fromthe Cctober 1987
arrests i medi ately and uncondi -
tionally. (Amesty has for sone
time now adopted all of them as
prisoners of conscience). 2. Lift the



ultriction orders inmposed on those
wirel eued end 3. Institute an
i ndependent investigation into the
teltinoniei of torture and ill-
treetnent of the detainees and to _
make its findings public. Aliran is
th)
I
, of the viewthat the requests nade 2'; 5
by Amesty are of trenendous ; ) a-
i nportance. The Governnment i _ E 2
shoul d respond positively. The .5
, Governnent is no doubt aware that f ' E
Amestyte reports produced by its
i nvestigative mssions to various
countries are publicised throughout
the world. They are avidly read and
are highly respected.
If the Governnent wants the
outeide world to continue to
believe thnt Malaysia is a Parlianmen-
tary Denocracy whi ch upholds the
rule of Iaw and protects fundanmen-
tal human liberties it has no choice
but to rel ease the remaining
det ai nees i medi atel y and un-
conditionally, renove the severe
.conditions inposed upon those
| eased, and order an independent
quiry into allegations of torture
of det ai nees.
The Government must realise
that the Internal Security Act
detentions and the allegations of
torture are gross violations of the
Uni versal Decl aration of Human
i
D Order ohother Alinn publications
............. - U.

I ncl udes $0.50 for outstation cheques.
Send this ode: and paynment to Alia, Bimni.-
Bl ues, P.0. lex 1M9, 1.30 ha... W

| encl ose noney orderl pom onlorl cheque no.
D | year’s subscription ($10.50i

El 2 years subuription ($20.50i

Pr of esi onl Cecupation ..........

M/ M..."

I A" to i _

I 1 hh NuneandeddnsJLOCKLETTERSphae

Ri ghts, the International Covenant h’

on Civil and Political Rights and the h
Convention agai nst Torture and ' 3:

ot her cruel inhuman or degrading O n |-
treatnment or punishnent - all 0 EN
documents associated with the 3 v

United Nations (UN). Since Malay- a o ’-
sia is about to take its seat in the a 3
United Nations Security Council on a 0 w
1 January 1989, let it assume its 6
new role with its head held high. It
woul d be a shame if our country I: k
entered the UN. Security Counci

as a nation which has tranpled

under its feet the basic dignity of

.. m. . z"-

t hehumanbeng. t;- "515 35185 g '2 1332.25
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ALI RAN PUBLI CATI ONS

Book! In English

0 REFLECTI ONS ON THE M VSI AN

CONSTI TUTI ON - $12. 20

- A conpilation of papers presented at a Conference on "Reflection: on the
Mal aysi an Constitution: 30 Years After Merdeke." The topics addressed include
the Hi storical Background, the Role of the Monarchy, the Role of the Judiciary,
the Role of the Parliament, the Role of the Executive, State and Fedeve

Rel ations, the Rule of Law, Fundanental Liberties, the Ethnic D nension and
Islamin the Constitution.

0 FREEDOM I N FETTERS - $10.20 :1

Conpr ehensive study of the state of denobcracy in Malaysia. Deals with all the
maj or laws and Institutions relevant to an understandi ng of denocracy In

Mal aysia. It exam nes all the major trends and devel opments whi ch have

i nfl uenced the practice of denocracy in Ml aysi a.

0 DI ALOGUE ON DEMOCRACY - $3.20 D

Col I ection of speeches nmade by | eaders of various political parties and public
interest societies in connection with the Third D al ogue of Concern on

Par | i amentary Denocracy.

0 WE SHALL OVEARCOME - SONGS OF

OF HUMANI TY - $4.20

A rich and varied collection of songs dealing with reality, hope, freedom justice,
unity, peace and conpassi on

o THEAN TEIK: THE OTHER SI DE OF

DEVELOPMENT- $3. ZO E

Di scusses the Thean Tei k Estate di spute objectively, raising the question
"Devel opment for whon?"

e ARMS RACE: HUMMNITY IN CRISIS - $5.20 D

Refl ects a conmon humanitarian vi ewpoint on the awful realities of nodern
warfare and attenpts to consider the transformati on of nan and society as the
nmeans towards achieving a worl dwi de peace.

0 CORRUPTION -s4.20 D

An easily readable, informative and anal ytical collection of papers on various
aspects of this social scourge presented by Aliran officials and guest speakers at
an Aliran sem nar on Corruption

Books i n Bahnse Mal aysi a

0 5PERSOALAN- $3. 70 E1

Apakah Asia Tenggara Sel amat ? Mengapa Ter dapat Kem ski nan Dal am

Masyar akat Kite? Apakah- Di a Kebudeyaan Nasi onal ? Mengapa Adanya

Kekurangan Runah? Mengapa Wij udnya Pol ari sasi Kaunf Dapat kan j awapan-

nya dal am buku ini.

0 | SA DAN KESELANVATAN NEGARA - $5.20 E

Buku ini rmemnbi carakan undangeundang | SA. |a nemapar kan tentang keti dak-
adi | annya, tentang kezal i mannya. |a cuba nenberi ganbaran tentang apa
sebenarnya yang berl| aku pada bul an Cktober 1987 bila | ebih 100 orang

di t angkap di bawah | SA.

e PANDANGAN ALI RAN -$10.20 B

Meni | ai persoal an- persoal en masyarakat secara kritis dan rasional. Mengkaji
penyakit masyarakat seperti rasuah, perkaunsn, kem ski nan dan peni ndasan
Mengandungi pendapat, analisa, cadangan dan konmen Aliran tentang isu-isu
semasa yang jarang tersiar di akhbar-akhbar tenpatan.

0 CABARAN- CABARAN SEMASA _ $7.20 D

Suatu kajian yang nmendal am t ent ang cabar an- cabaran yang kita hadapi dal am

bi dang denokrasi, ekonom, kemasvarakatan, pendidi kan, kemanusi aan, hak

asasi nmanusi a dan hal - ehwal ant arabangsa.

"I ndi cate nunber ordered in box next to title.

Nane: M/Ms/M ..

Address: ......... .. ... ...
| encl ose noney order/postel order/cheque no.
dated ........ ... .. . ... tor the sum of

" Please include 80150 for bank conmm ssion for outstation cheques.
" For local orders, prices quoted are inclusive 0! postage

and 100% of total order for airmail
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all conposition of its nmenbershj ,

| am accepting in good faith the
invitation fromthe governnent to
sit on the Council. The terns of
reference of the Council are broad
enough to enable its nenbers to

For overseas orders, prices quoted in US$ with 20% of total order for surface nmi

1



evaluate critically the perfornmance
of the New Economc Policy

(NEP) and to suggest fresh ideas on
the formulation of a nore just
econom c policy in the nineties.
However, since | have been

invited as an individual, | have
requested the governnent to

convert my seat on the Council to
an Aliran seat. This will enable

ot her Executive Comittee

menbers of Aliran to istand in” for
me if for sone reason or other,
cannot attend certain neetings of
the Council .

It is nmy hope that by inviting

i ndependent - mi nded i pdi vi dual s

and groups to participate in the
shapi ng of the nationts econonic
policy in the nineties, the gove -,
ment is beginning to adopt 8 nb
positive attitude towards auto y
nous vi ews on inportant socia

i ssues.

It isonly if there is healthy
respect for good ideas which may
even be critical of the governnent
that Ml aysian society will be able
to develop its nmoral fibre and its
intellectual sinews.

In this connection, on behalf of
Aliran, | urge the government to set
the right tone and tenor for 1989
by rectifying some of the wong-
doings it has conmmitted in the | ast
14 nmonths, since the mass | SA
arrests of 27 Cctober 1987. These
wr ong- doi ngs include - apart from
the continued detention of 16

Mal aysi ans - the enascul ati on of
the i ndependence of the Judiciary
and the transformation of the daily
newspapers i nto government

gazettes.

If the governnent is prepared to
set right its wongdoings then i: W
public will be convinced that it

si ncere about being | nmore openi

I more consultativel in its approach
to the nationis challenges. The
public will then see the Nationa
Consul tative Council on the

Econony after 1990 as the begin-
ning of a new attitude towards
critics and criticismwhich is nore
in harmony with denocratic
principles and practices. Qherw se,
they will soon dismss the Consulta-
tive Council as yet another ploy, as
yet another idea with an ulterior
noti ve designed to strengthen the
political position of the ruling
elite - and not hing el se.

31 Decenber 1988

Chandra Muzaffar

31 Decenber 1988 President
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On 18 Decenber
. 1988, Aliran Kesedaran Negara
; (ALIRAN) held its 12th Annua

General Meeting at a hotel in
Penang.
The following were elected to
| the Executive Conmittee for 1989.
h President:
1 Dr Chandra Muzaffar (re-elected -
unopposed)
Secretary:

, Ham nma Dona Mustafa (re-
"?cted - unopposed)
ssistant Secretary:
Sdra Tong Veng We (re-elected _,
unopposed)
Treasurer:
Sdra V Mal ayandy (re-elected #
unopposed)
Menber s:
1) Sdra Ariffin QOmar
2) Sdra P Ranmakri shnan
3) Sdra Gan Tei k Chee
4) Sdra Gan Kong Hwee
5) Sdra Ismail Hashi m
6) Dr Tan Chee Beng
7) Sdra Deni son Jayasooria
8) Sdri Janni e Lasi nbang
9) Sdra S. P. Subramani am
10) Sdra John Kim
11) Dr Mohamad A Kadir
Hon Auditor:
ting Teng Liang
The general neeting al so
approved | ast years mnutes, the
statement of accounts for
Novenber 1987 to October 1988,
the 1988 general report and the
1989 budget.
A resolution was al so adopt ed
unani nously by the general neet-
ing empowering Aliran and its
Executive Conmittee to be actively
i nvolved in the political and
el ectoral process as a reform
noverment (not as a political party)
to check the rise of authoritaria-
nismin the country and to secure
a denocratic way of life for future
gener ati ons.
Ensuring that some denobcratic
space is available to all Ml aysians is
a crucial pre-requisite for the sort
of social education work that
Aliran is commtted to. Indeed, the
12t h Annual GCeneral Meeting
enphasi sed that |ong-term socia
education _ and not short-term
responses to the i nmedi ate situa-



tion - should be Aliranis rea

m ssion. Like many other groups in

the country Aliran has been forced

to react to events and epi sodes as

t hey happen because of the extra-

ordinary circunstances we are in

ALI RAN S 1989 Leadership

However, if Aliran is to serve

Mal aysi an society in particular and

humanity in general, it is inportant

that it devel ops that spiritual vision

of human dignity and socialjustice

which is at the very heart of

Aliranis phil osophy,

It is a vision which is neither left

nor right but straight. Neither |eft

nor right but straight will be

Aliranls guiding principle in the

years to cone.

The Executive Conmittee

Ever Thought of Joining Aliran?

Contrary to what certain quarters would |like you to

believe, Aliran is not a society for intellectuals only! Qur
menbers conme fromall walks of |life covering the whole
spectrum of Mal aysi an society. If you are a thinking, feeling
and caring Ml aysian, we would certainly be glad to hear from
you.

We normal ly request those who express interest in joining
Aliran to read the Basic Principles of Aliran, which is avail abl e
from Hon Secretary,

Aliran,

PO Box 1049,

10830 Pul au Pi nang.

Attention Al

Subscri bers!

Dear Subscribers of Aliran Mnthly,

You will notice that we are starting on Vol unme 9,

No. 1 although Volume 8 has yet to conplete its 12

i ssues. The Editorial Board fell behind by three issues
mainly as a result of the confusion over Qperas

Lallang on Cct 27, 1987. Unfortunately the Printing
Permit fromthe Mnistry of Home Affairs does not

anew us to print beyond the permits expiry date

Dec 15, 1988, so we are limted to only nine issues

for Volune 8. However, we will honour all subscrip-
tions (each subscription covers a total of 12 issues) by
extending the expiry date by three nonths. W hope

you will bear with us.

Thank you for you unwavering support.

Edi t or

1 2-1-1988
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TUNKU: LI STEN TO ME

continued from page 26

and that of our nei ghbours,

Si ngapore and Brunei. Wen | |eft
the government we had gold
reserves to boost up our currency.
Everybody was enjoying his
freedom wi t hout being put in fear
of arrest or victimsation in any
way. Qur eneny the conmuni st
terrorists were on the run but they
had tinme to penetrate sonme of our
opposition parties as frontmen; but
by and | arge we were in conplete
control of the countryls affairs,
adm ni stration and security.

The UMNO vet eran who

declined to be naned said that ny
statenment on the May 13 incident
contradicted what | wote in mny
book ItMay 13 Before and After.”
He quoted only a few lines from

t he book. He should have read this
in connection with the whol e

i nci dent of May 13 and not j ust

pi cked one single sentence to
justify his criticismof ne.

| mentioned earlier that all these
opposition parties had the

conmuni sts planted in their parties
as frontmen and who worked in

cl ose consultation with the
conmuni st activists. As a iesult of
this, all these opposition parties had
cone under close scrutiny of the
governnent and nany of them

were arrested under the | SA

But now every political party,
every soci al organi sation and our
friends abroad have nore or |ess
cl osed ranks and subjected this
present government to severe
criticismfor its undenocratic
actions. | quote extracts fromthe
Bonbay | ndi an Express:

" Mal aysi ans thought that in

Mahat hir they had found a | eader
who woul d admi ni ster by

consensus, understand the fears and
feelings of the mnority races as
much as those of the majority

Mal ays and provi de an open govern-
nent where freedom of speech and
denocracy woul d prevail. Seven
years under Mahathirls rule have
shattered the dream and shaken
public confidence to an unbelieva-
bl e degree, fear and suspicion

pl ague the country. Ml aysia
remai ns a denocracy in nanme but

in practice it is racing towards
dictatorship. .....

"However, nore than anyt hing

el se what has really jolted the
people is the Mahathir govern-
nment’s systematic canpaign to
bring the nmuchirespected judiciary
to heel.

"Al'l said and done, the portents
are grimfor civil rights in Ml aysia
unl ess Mahathir is stopped in his



tracks. The Prime M nister mnust
ponder why he has lost public
support so rapidly and senior
statesnen |i ke Tunku Abdu

Rahman and Tan Hussein Onn and
politicians Iike T engku Razal ei gh
and Datuk Musa Hitam have turned
agai nst him M nus his arrogance Dr
Mahat hir can be a | eader of distinc-
tion."

These are some criticisms which

| would like to nention here, and
there are many nore made from

time totine fromall the countries
friendly to us before.

What ever Dr Mahathirls friends

may think of him the old UMWNO
menbers nust remenber that the
party that had given us a pride of
place in the sun was the UWNO

whi ch Mahathir and his cronies

have now destroyed and cast away

as an unwanted piece of rag. |If they
donit feel any love in their hearts
for this old party then they nust
truly be an ungrateful |ot of people.
They have forgotten that we had
been not hing but slaves fromtine

i Mmenorial and that it was only

the work of this old UMNO and its

| oyal supporters which have won

for us freedom

Literal ly speaking, the condi -
tions, in wartime and those in
peace-tinme are not the sane, but

net aphorical ly speaking, the nora
effects are, and they affect the

m nds of the people as badly as in
wartime, if not worse.

One thing we have to realise is
that unless action is taken to

rem nd the government of the

nm st akes they are nuking, they

m ght lead this country to worse
troubl es, troubles we have never
experienced before. It is the duty
of all citizens who really love this
country to do all they can to help
bring back honour, |law and justice
to Mal aysi a
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of our judiciary, the dissolution o
The assault on the indepen

the ol d UWO and substitution 0O
the new UWNO whi ch was registefi

ed as "UWNO BARU and nov?!

free to call itself "UWMNO', and t h&%
auctioni ng of UWNO propertyl

worth over $1,000 million to
recover a bank | oan of $308
mllion, have becone a shocking
tragedy for us all. r

Many t hi ngs have happened;

whi ch do not require repetition
here, it is hard to predict how far
the government would go to satisfy
the whinms and fancies of the

| eaders, in particular, Dr Mahathir
That is why | maintain that what”
is happening today is as norally evi
as that which happened during the



Japanese Mlitary Cccupation
charge was not neant to be tub?

|ated literally, but conmonsen _
shoul d tell our people what | ,

i ntended to convey to them They

used to listen to ne in those days

of our struggle for independence

So listen to me again in this struggle
to restore | aw, order, economc

wel | - -being and prosperity to the
country O

The Greatest Threat

66

If I were asked what is the

greatest threat to the human race,
woul d not say the nucl ear bonb,
though that is great enough; |

woul d say that the greatest threat is
the growing inclination of authority
to control peoplels mnds.

VWhen authority wants to contro
peoplels mnds, it uses first a

wel | -trai ned weapon, the fear of the
conmon eneny. And if that does

not work, it uses a second, the fear
of itself.

as

ALAN PATON



WEf KT HOPE 897? continued from
lmd .
.mupi ties. A nechani smshoul d be
tcreated for this purpose. 5 years
:ago Aliran suggested the establish-
tnment of a National Consultative
(Council on Ethnic Relations which
woul d serve as an instrunent of
gdi al ogue anong i ndi vi dual s and
groups known for their differing
| perspectives on ethnic issues. Now
(in 1989, we are reviving that
Kpr oposal
We are resurrecting yet another

i dea associated with our nmovement:
the popul ari zation of values and 1
i deal s Which are shared in comon
by the different spiritual phil osop-
hies found in our country. From
,res ect for know edge and a
cgnitment to bal ance and node-
r nto an abhorrence of
[tunbiridled naterialismand greed,
.the phil osophi cal positions adopted
by Islamand Christianity on the
one hand, or Taoi sm and Hi ndui sm
,on the other, are strikingly simlar
We shoul d devel op this shared
phi |l osophy of life and living as the
| basis for unity in our nulti-religious
soci ety.
SETI A di sambung dari nuka surat 29
sedi kit kebai kan, besar-besar kan-
nyal ah dengan akhbar dan tel e-
tvisyen aku; jika aku nel akukan
kesal ahan tol ong tutupkannya atau
buat | ah al asan. Menutup kesal ahan
nrang yang di amanahkan unt uk
| erintah adal ah keseti aan yang
tul en, nmendedahkan kesal ahan itu
suat u pengkhi anat anf |
Menegur pem npi n adal ah ke-
waj i pan rakyat dan kesanggii pan
pem nmpi n nmeneri manya adal ah
sal ah satu sifat nulia kepinpi nhan
Negara kita sendiri pun bol eh
kita kritik sekiranya negara kita
mel akukan sesuatu kesal ahan atau
keti dakadi | an. Mengkritik negara
sendiri dem nmenegak kebenaran
lan keadil an tidak sal ah. Apakah
seorang rakyat kulit putih Afrika
Sel atan yang nmenent ang negar anya
:endiri kerana dasar apartheid
| egaranya itu nel akukan suatu
: esal ahan? Sal ahkah seorang rakyat
Sovi et Uni on yang menent ang
CONCLUSI ON
Ethnic integration, 3 just
econorny, denocratic nedia, an
i ndependent J udlclary, freedom for
| SA det ai nees - these are sone of
the form dabl e chal |l enges facing us
in 1989. But Il he greatest chall enge
of all - the challenge that over-
shadows all other challenges - is of
course the resolution of the UWNO
crisis. Only if this crisis is overcome
will it be possible for the | eaders
who are enbroiled init, to ttrrnto
ot her nmore crucial challenges facing



the Malaysian nation. It will be in
the interest of everyone then if a
solution is found inmrediately to
the UWNO crisis which is accep-
table to all the contending forces
But it nmust be a sol ution which
addresses itself directly to sonme of
the underlying causes of the crisis.
O herwise the crisis will continue in
one formor another. So if there is
one wi sh that all Mal aysi ans shoul d
make in the new year it is this: Let
1989 see an end to the UWNO

crisis. And if that wi sh does not
cone true . . . well, what hope. 897
0

Chandra Muzaffar

pendudukan Sovi et di Afghanistan?
Sal ahkah seorang rakyat |srael yang
menent ang negar anya sendir

kerana kezaliman rejim Tel Aviv
terhadap rakyat Pal estin? Tentunya
ti dak. Kesetiaan kepada sesi apa
sekal i pun wal au apapun ke-
dudukannya dan kesetiaan kepada
mana- mana i nstitusi pun, mesti

di dahul ui dengan taatsetia kepada
Tuhan.

Dal am | sl am ul ana-ul ama ter-

agung pada zaman sil am pernah

meni nggal kan negara atau wi |l ayah-
nya dan nmengkritik masyar akat

atau kaummya sendiri .

Di zaman noden ini kita bol eh
nmenganbi | cont oh Perang Vi et nam
Ramai kal angan rakyat Anmerika

Syari kat, terutamanya kal angan
bel i a dan cerdi k- pandai, mengecam
negara nereka kerana canpur -
tangannya yang tidak waj ar dal am
Peperangan itu. Kerana kecaman

yang hebat itul ah akhirnya Amerika
35

JUDI Cl AL ETHI CS conti nued

from page 8

what soever in business or

comerce. There shoul d be no

Mafi a econonmics, in Justice Krishna
Ayeris colourful phrase. A hermtis
life is recomended.

6. Integrity, both in public and
private life. This includes ' the

el ement of honesty, both intellec-
tual and general

7. Courage of convictions. A judge
must act wi thout fearor favour

The | aw nmust be applied even if the
heavens fall. Cobviously, it will be
easier for himto take such
courageous decisions if he leads a
sober private life. This links up with
the observations made in respect of
the fifth val ue.

8. A judge shoul d avoid inpro-
priety and the appearance of 1npro--
priety in all his activities. Recent
devel opnents clearly denonstrate
that judges must not suffer undue
ambition or crave promotion. O

Paper given at Bar Council Sem nar
011 I ndependence of the Judiciary,



Kual a Lunpur, 4-5 Nov, 1988.

Syari kat berundur dari Vi etnam
Nasi onalis Filipina, Jose Rizal

t el ah nmenpert ahankan konsep
nmengkriti k negara sendiri sekiranya
negara berl aku sal ah. Kata beliau
ii Kita dapat berkhi dmat kepada
negara kita hanya dengan nenyua-
rakan kebenaran, biar betapa pahit-
nya sekal i pun kebenaran itu?
Konsep itmy nation - right or
wong sewaj arnya tidak wij ud

dal am sesebuah nasyarakat atau
tamaddun yang bereti ka dan
bermoral . Menurut Mihamad | gbal

| i Segal a kesetiaan, ternasuk ke-
setiaan kepada negara, nesti di-
tenmpat kan di bawah ket aatseti aan
kepada Tuhan? Dan ket aatseti aan
kepada Tuhan pul a bererti ketaatm
seti aan kepada pandangan senesta,
cara hidup dan nilai-nilai seperti
kebenaran, bel as kasi han, keadil an
dan kebebasan yang ber sunber kan
Tuhan. O

Chandra Muzaffar



MALAYSIA: THE SPIRIT OF |46 RI SES AGAI N -

Mal aysi an public seens to under-
stand it imediately, seens to
catch it imrediately, and seens to
even agree with this point of view
that IImputting across...| fee
personally...that in the present

at nosphere, you literally feel the
vi brant opposition to the | eadership
of Dr Mahathir.

Now, one of the issues that

seens to have convi nced the Ml ay-
sians that Dr Mahathir is |eading us
to this path that is threatening
denocracy is, of course, the issue
of the independence of the
judiciary. Wen one tal ks about the
i ndependence of the judiciary, one
woul d expect that the educated
elite would i medi ately under st and
what this is all about. And politi-
cians will only be left to say that
the i ndependence of thejudiciary is
nost crucial to the survival of the
denocratic way of life: but the
village fol k would just be indif-
ferent to such argunments because it
woul d be beyond their under-
standi ng. But since the suspension
of the Lord President of Ml aysia
and | eading on to his expul sion, and
then on to the suspension of the
five Supreme Court judges, |eading
on to two of them being sacked,
there seens to be a ground swell of
an understandi ng of what indepen-
dence of the judiciary neant and
what the inplication was..

But now, as soon as we talk

about the independence of the
judiciary as the basic principle of
denocratic system of governnent,
there is clapping and cheering and
agreenment fromthe village folks.
Thi s response seens to be based on
an appreciation of what this is al
about .

This is an interesting phenomne-

non. Wy it is happening this way
is sinply that we have been
denocratic in the past; denp-
cratic, not only in political terns,
but in educational terms. |mnot
tal ki ng about formal education. |Im
tal ki ng about political education as
a process that goes on during the
course of us follow ng the
denocratic systemthat we have
adopted thus far.

In other words, the Ml aysian
appreci ates that a judge could not
and shoul d not be touched. He
appreciates that if he were in
trouble, even with the governnent,
he woul d, and could, turn to the
judiciary for appeal. And in many
cases he knows that, if it is the
government that is guilty, the court
will say that it is the governnment
that is guilty. He has been so used
toit. So nmuch so, when the prine

continued from back page



mnister tries to and succeeds in
muf fling them there seens to be an
uproar. And this is something

which | feel that the prinme mnister
woul d not be able to stop. | have
been in government for quite a |ong
time, and | have been in UWMNO
(United Mal ay Nationalist Organi-
sation) for quite a long tine. Every
time we wanted to have a crowd,

et me confess to you if you did not.
know al ready, weld have to allocate
a certain anpunt of mponey. In

ot her words, how nmany busl oads of
peopl e... They woul d be call ed

vol unteers, of course.

"...since the suspension of the Lord
President...there seems to be a ground
"swel |l of an understandi ng of what

i ndependence of the judiciary nmeant..."
VWat | s happening now, in th

current Mal aysian situation is tha
this allocation is conpletel)

i gnored by the five or six tines big
ger crowds that cone. They jus

cone. They cycle, they conet)

bus, by lorries, they pay onthei

own, they cone by car, they WIk
This is what we are tal ki ng abdut
the so-called spirit of ,46. In 1946.
on the 11th of My, UWNGC wal

fornmed in Johore Baru. At that

time, the village folks and all the
Mal ays fromall over the country
used to wal k, used to go by lorry,
on their own, to Johore Baru to
formthe party and to oppose the
British. So, now, we get the phe-
nonenon of ,46. It is indeed a
p60pl e, s nmovenent. .

QUESTI ON: Coul d you pl ease

describe the state of your relation-
ship with T unku Razal ei gh and the
possibility eventually of a rival
coalition being formed, perhaps

with the participation of other
forces that are not now part of the
National Front, such as the DAP

the fundanentalists, eta?

MJUSA: | was in partnership with
Tunku Razal ei gh when he chal -

| enged the prinme mnister for the
presidency of the party. It had been
done before and we nearly

succeeded. So thereis no reason

why it cannot be done now.

At the noment, the reformmg

of this partnership seens to have
attracted enough attention to 3

the government side try to sp 1t
very seriously with all sorts of arti-
36



cles in the newspapers. In fact, |et
me say that lots of people have said
(that they were concerned about

this talk; that since | came back
there was a | ot of hoo-ha, about the
position of Tunku Razal ei gh. But

rs answer is sinple. Therels no

| em because Pm not threate-

ning the | eadership of the group

Pm not after the job. Pm back here
only to back the group and to sup-
port them wherever and whenever

| feel that | am needed.

Secondly, with regard to

possi bl e real i gnment of the
different political groups, let ne
say this, - just as | would have said
about the Tunku Razal ei gh and ne

- politics is the art of the possible,
with only one objective in mnd,
that is, to gain power. Let ne
unashanedly say this: anybody

who gets into politics and says that
Pmreally not interested in power is
bull shitting. In one way or another
heis interested in power, either at
its ultimate or being nearest to it.
"0, having said that, it seens to
that it is not inpossible that we
get quite a few opposition groups
to be with us...l amtold that the

| eader of the group, Tunku Raza-
leigh is holding talks with a |ot of
people, in the opposition as well as
those in the coalition now. So any-
thing mght energe out of that.
e-The prime minister is reported

to have opted for a snap el ection.
amtold that the current problens

in the MCA where the president

of the MCA, has taken |eave, is
because the prine mnister says

that he wanted a snap el ection

bef ore he went on this huge

:hoppi ng spree. But the MCA was
horrified at the idea because they
thonght they woul d be w ped out.

So theyire dead against it. As a
result, they had | ong dichssions
with the presidential council of

the MCA. The nost interesting

thing is that they di scussed whet her
or not they should stay in the
coalition. About half of themsaid
they should get out in order to
survive and join up with us. The
other half said they should stay. My
footnote: those who advocated to
stay had problens ranging from

four mllion to 450,000 Ml aysi an
ringgit. So there you are, you have
a situation of the full range of
possibilities.

"The trouble

with whatis

going on is

sinply this: what

Dr. Mahathir

wants, Dr.

Mahat hir gets..."

actual ly neans



one-man rul e"

QUESTION: | realise you have said
that you are not the | eader, but

et 's imagi ne that you have the ulti-
mat e power and you are Prine

M ni ster Miusa, what are the nmjor
changes you would like to see nade
in Mal aysian society as it currently
exi sts?

MJUSA: Letis say Pmnot the | eader

but as a good politician | fantasise.
Thank you very much

To begin with, style. To wester-

ners it mght sound uninportant. In
a devel opi ng society, style counts a
| ot. How do you deal with people?

Do you push ’your ideas across or
“I"ve said, 'Look, you (Dr. M spend
billions, give ne 400 millions, | wll
make the village fol k happy."
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"The national car...|l’ve had argunents
with him..now we know what the

| osses are, 214 nmillion

Mal aysian 'ringgit."

do you try to persuade people to be
on your side?

| would provide a conpletely
contrasting style to the current
prime mnister, who says, |ike

the good doctor that he is, tthis is
good for you, take it? | would try
to persuadel and di scuss. | think
style, to the Malay especially, is
very inportant. The problemwth

Dr Mahathir is he is crass, rough
and hard. This man pushes things
down your throat. And the Ml ay-
sian public seems not to be able

to accept that or swallow that.
When you tal k about ot her

things, were a very rich country.
But the trouble with whats going
onis sinply this: what Dr Maha-
thir wants, Dr Mahathir gets.

What does that nmean? It actually
nmeans one-nman rul e.

We becane i ndependent, as a

country and within a few years

we nahaged to do w thout expa-
triates. W have young tal ented
mnds in the country. That goes
right across. And we donlt seemto
be using them In the governnent
service, for exanple, we have a so-
cal l ed econom ¢ planning unit and,
under Dr Mahathir it has become

| ess and | ess useful. The job of the
econom ¢ planning unit is merely

to justify a fait accompli, some-
thing that has al ready been deci ded
rat her thanl ooking at projects and
the inplicationsof them and then
maki ng the politicians decide. Even
then, politicians collectively decide.
Now, consider the way that Tun
Razak used to do things. He used
not only Mal aysi ans, but he al so
used to have foreign experts, and he
used to talk continually, have dia-
| ogues, have ideas, get ideas from
peopl e before he enbarked on any-
thing. Thatis one big thing. But
now any project is literally naned
by the prine ninister as who

should get it. | think this is just
bad, just blatant, it canit go on...
woul d revert to the old system

of tender, open tender, conpetitive
tender.

Now, on the social side, | donit

t hi nk Mal aysi ans need to be

pushed. Revol utions are al ways
count er - productive. Now you know

ny political stance. Il manti-revol u-
tion. | think its not sensible. A
soci ety needs to evolve. And in the
Mal aysi an context, the Ml aysian
soci ety needs to be given the
chance to evolve, not to be forced
When the prine mnister talks

about ilook Eastf for exanple, it



sounds good. Okay, you can tel
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peopl e, take them as exanpl e

But when you carry it very far

push it very hard, it’'s count
productive. People rebel again

it. Wien you tal k about Islam

or values, it’'s well and good to say
"look itls good f9; us." You pe
suede the people. But when you 3 1
right down to it, people say, this:
no good for us because human

beings don't like to be forced,

So at that level of social intern
tion of Malaysians, | think we nus
be all owed to evol ve. There nust

be gentle...subtle persuasion within
the Mal aysi an cont ext.

Then of course, to ne per

sonal Iy, the enphasis should be 02

the rural areas. This is ne. 1’ve ha
argunents over it with the prim
mnister. |'ve said, tlook, you spent
billions, give ne 400 nmillion,

make the village fol k hap

So, these generally are ny views

| feel that it could be done; | fee
that Ml aysia could go ahead

What is happening in Ml ays

now i s not unlike whats been
happening in Korea, to a |esser
extent of course. That is, Koreans
were wealthy as a nation, and the
peopl e were reasonably happy,

their stomachs were full. Yet they
demanded freedom The Ml aysi ans

are al so prosperous. Ml aysi ans are
reasonably happy, their stomachs

are full, and yet they are telling the
government: | ook, we are happy,
because of the freedom and we

donit want you to spoil thisX
QUESTI ON: About this freed t

You just nentioned that Dr M

thir decided on snap el ections

which led to the | atest concern of
the MCA. Do you think that he wll
still go with the snap elections? If
not, will he stay until 1991? And

if things get out of control, what
are the possibilities of his inposing
energency rul e?

MJUSA: My guess is that Dr Mha-

thir wants to have this snap el ection
what ever the consequences: be-

cause the king is the present Kking.
By next year Well have a new one.
Sorry this sounds terrible but thatls
true, its a fact of life. Now ny
theory is that he would go for elecv
tions. If he wins, he will of course



"He (Dr. M told ne...that admitting a
m stake is a sign of weakness. And |
told him..not necessarily...”

be very happy, heill trunpet to the
whol e world that were still a deno-
cracy. But if he has any inkling, any
i ndi cation, that he could | ose, he
woul d create trouble |I think. He

could and’ would create trouble so
that there is an excuse to declare an
enmergency. And this is sonething
very unpleasant. But all | wish to
say is that, if what | say makes
hem say: No weire not going to
oitl, then live achieved sonething
very good in the interest of the
nati on. Pmsaying this quite openly
at hone.

QUESTI ON: This Club was host to

a former head of state of Singapore,
Devan Nair, who’ also had a | ong

hi story of cooperation with a man
he is now at odds with. You have
been deputy prine mnister of

Mal aysi a for four years, a close
col | eague of Dr Mahathz’'r for sone
time, could you describe to us, the
steps with which you gradually
becane disillusioned and convi nced
that the policies were divisive?
MUSA: Wthin the course of the

four years, issue after issue have
been rai sed privately between the
two of us. | believe that as the
deputy prinme mnister | should

not nake public any differences
because | think that this is the
principle of collective responsibi-
ity and that | should keep it in the

confines of the two of us. | think
it ism jobtotell him Let ne give
an exanpl e: The national car. | had

arguments with himand he gave ne
a longilecture and | was telling him
about the danger of the Japanese
taking over, if you did not know
how to. do it. And he told ne that |
did not know how, while he knew
how to do i? and that things would
go on beautifully. W know whatis
the status of the national car. were
very proud to have a nationa
car. | always reconmend people to
buy the national car because itis the
best Japanese car and the cheapest
on the market. But the point is that
having criticised and forewarned
hi m of the danger of going ahead
39
wi t hout proper planning and assur-
ing that it would really stay Ml ay-
sian, now we know what are the
| osses, 214 mllion Ml aysian
dol I ars.
There are |l ots of other things...
One newspaper after another, and
magazi nes, have been asked to be
suspended or to be delayed. | will
tell you frankly...l had a | ot of
difficulties in trying to convince
him you either have freedom of



the press or you donlt. If you Have
the freedom they will criticise you
and you have to take it.

Now, the judiciary. He was
continually upset with the judi-
ciary. One of his favourite sl ogans,
privately to cabinet mnisters, the
supreme council menbers: tHang

the | awyers, hang the judges?
Believe it or not! He has been
saying this for years...and it be-
cane quite a joke. But underlying
that joke is a state of nind, of
frustration and anger with judi-
ciary. Again | renenber telling him
that either you have an indepen-
dent judiciary or you donit...This
sort of argunent went on...

Then there was the incident

about radi o-active waste near the
town of Ipoh. Village fol ks were
very unhappy and worried, admt-
tedly the environnentalists and
politicians came and stirred the
peopl e against it..;Prime mnister
ignored it...Then he went overseas,
| was acting. | went to the site. |
knew t hat sonethi ng was wong, |
changed the site. And then, when

he came back, he told nme that what

| did was adnmitting a m stake and
that admitting a mstake is a sign
of weakness! And | told himthat
admtting a m stake need not
necessarily show weakness, it m ght
show cour age.

Again, this is what the diffe-
rence is all about. And, then,
there are just a thousand and’ one

t hi ngs.

Finally, at the suprenme counci
neeting he just went against ne
accusing ne of trying to topple
him..QoviOusly the prine nmnister
had no confidence in ne, so | had
to leave. And | quit. O
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Dat uk Musa Hitam has been a cl ose associate of Ml aysian prine ninister, Datuk Seri Dr

Mahat hi r Mohamad for many years. After being deputy prinme mnister since 1981, he reslgne
din

early 1986, because of differences with the prime mnister.

Speaking at the F oreign Correspondents Club in Hong Kong |l ast nonth, Miusa said the diffe
rences

bet ween hi m and Dr Mahat hir have been growi ng over a long tinme on many matters of pohcy a
nd

style of governnment - including i ndependence of the judiciary and freedom of the press.
Now canpai gni ng agai nst Dr Mahathir, Misa says that devel opments in Ml aysi a have reached
a

serious stage, that Dr Mahathir mght call a snap election to consolidate his power and
if he |ost

at the polls, he would declare a state of energency. Misa al so answered questions fromth
e floor.

Excerp ts:

EVELOPMENTS in Mal ay- Wiy am | tal ki ng about the actually been set.

sia have reached a stage

where the situation is

serious and Mal aysi ans shoul d be

made aware of the serious trend..

which | unhesitatingly describe as a

threat to the Mal aysi an denocratic

way of life..

dangerous trend? Pmtal ki ng about

it sinply because quite a nunber of

events have taken place in Ml aysia

recently. But specifically since the

assunption. of office of Dr

Mahathir, admittedly with ne as

the deputy, in 1981, the trend had
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It seens to ne that the Ml ay-

sian general public agrees whenever

we tal k about Dr Mahathir as the

man who is taking us along this

path...leading us to this trend. The

on continued on page 36



