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1. This m eeting  notes with p leasu re  
th a t the  A frican  students in p artic u la r  
an d  o th er Black students g en era lly , 
have em erged  as a pow erful p o ten tia l 
revo lu tionary  force c a p a b le  of p lay ing  
a vita l role in the  South A frican  revo­
lution.
2. The estab lish m en t of the South A fri­
can Students O rg a n is a tio n , whose  
m ain aim s a re  to unite  a ll Black stu­
dents, to p ro ject the true  im ag e  and  
dign ity  of the Black m an, an d  to assert 
the  rig h t and  ab ility  of the  Black m an  
to le a d  w here in the  past he fo llow ed  
w hite  leadersh ip , is a w elcom e and  
necessary trend  in the s ituation  -pre­
vailing  in our country.
3 This m eeting  there fore  recom m ends: 
a That the NEC takes steps to keep  
a ll South A frican  Students outside  
South A frica fully inform ed on the  
trends an d  p olitica l developm ents in 
our country.
b. T hat a reg u la r New s Bulletin  a d ­
dressed to the Youth  in South A frica  
be issued by the Youth section inside  
South A frica.
4. This m eeting  instructs the  NEC to 
streng then  the A N C  Youth and  Stu­
dents Section so th a t it can effectively  
perform  the fo llow ing  tasks, inter
a lia  -
I. To p lay a m ore active role in o rg a n i­
sing a n d  keeping  in m ore dynam ic  
con tact with our S tudents and  Youth  
all over the  w orld ;
2 To o rgan ise  po litica l lectures and  
sem inars in ali a reas  w here we have  
a n um ber of students and  Youth  con ­
c e n tra ted  and  thereby o rie n ta te  them  
tow ards more active p artic ip a tio n  in 
the South A frican  revo lution ;
3. To p lan  e d u c a tio n a l p rogram m s for 
selected  A N C  Students, with the o b ­
ject of m eeting  the short and  long  
term needs of our struggle and  our 
p e o p le .
4 To in itia te  p repara tio ns  for the co n ­
vening of a g en e ra l con ference of all 
our students ond Youth ab ro ad .
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To und ers tan d  w hat the W o m en 's  li­
b era tio n  m ovem ent today represents, 
w e must u nd ers tan d  the  g e n e ra l si­
tu a tio n  which is d eve lo p ing  in the W e ­
stern world.

W estern  dem ocracy is faced  with a  
g en e ra l crisis in th a t there  have com e  
to the surface m any problem s which 
it has fa ile d  to rem edy. Even in its 
most idea lis tic  form it p re tends  to be 
a govern m en t for all the p eo p le . It 
seeks to convince the ord inary  p eop ie  
th a t it is the best and  only g overn ­
m ent they could have H ow ever, every 
day w e rea lise  that, in fact, this d e ­
m ocracy does not, and  cannot, resolve 
the ir problem s. Both England  and  the  
U S A. a re  still fac ing  the  problem s of 
institu tio na l poverty, rising u nem p loy­
m ent an d  d iscrim ination  a g a in s t la rg e  
sections of the peop le . H en ce  the b e ­
g inn ings  of a g en ero l aw areness which 
in the U n ited  States is best expressed  
by the Black P an ther Party's slogon of 
"A ll Power to the  P eo p le” . A slogan  
which says no more nor less than  is

c la im ed  by western dem ocracy's  " g o ­
vernm ent of the  p eo p le , by the peop le , 
for the p eo p le " . Y et the fac t th a t sudi 
a s logan con be so th rea te n in g  to the  
powers th a t b e  is a  very strong in d ic t­
m ent a g a in s t the w ay this dem ocracy  
is ac tu a lly  p rac ticed . W h a t the  Black 
P anther Party's slogan represents is 
the conso lidation  of a  g e n e ra l a n t i­
im p eria lis t s truggle. A  s trugg le  aga in s t 
a dem ocracy which is on b eh a lf of a 
m inority g roup .

W O M E N  I N  T H E  W E S T

M an y  p eo p le  rea lise  more and  more  
th a t instead  of being  them selves sub­
jects and  creators of history as they  
have been  led to b elieve  they have in 
reality, to a g re a t extent, been  o b ­
jects of history. By a n d  la rg e , wom en  
in the W estern  w orld  have been o b ­
jects of history. V arious sections have, 
of course not to the sam e extent, been  
passive recip ients of policy. S u ffrag e t­
tes p ro tes ted ; w orkers hove form ed

tra d e  unions which have consistently  
tried  to p ro tect the  interests of woi 
kers. Latterly, w e have seen students  
in Europe, A m erica  a n d  Japan  de 
m an d in g  to be full an d  active  parti 
cipan ts  in fo rm u la tin g  polic ies g over­
n ing the ir U niversities. Som e have  
g on e  further to identify  w ith  the d e ­
m ands of w orkers an d  th e  struggles  
for n a tio n a l lib e ra tio n  overseas. 
W om en in the  W este rn  w orld , en 
masse, a re  now  exp erien c in g  this g e ­
nera l a w a ke n in g . W o m e n , like all 
other d o m in a ted  sections of society, 
are  figh ting  aga in s t an  oppressive sy­
stem which excludes them  from  parti 
c ip a tin g  in the  fo rm u la tion  of policies  
even w ith in  the  very b o u n d aries  of a 
bourgeo is dem ocracy. The m ovem ent 
is a b o u t the a w a ke n in g  of the  masses  
of w om en to tak e  up the ir le g itim a te  
role in society
The forms of s trugg le  d iffer from  c o u n ­
try to country. The priorities an d  focus 
of attack o re  d ic ta te d  by the p reva len t 
conditions a n d  the  levels of conscious­
ness of the  w om en them selves. It a L o



reflects the p olitica l c lim ate  and  the  
in flu en ce  of the various groups and  
classes. In the U .S .A ., o rgan isations  
ra n g e  from the m oderate ly  libera l 
N O W  which m akes lim ited legalistic  
an d  social reform ist dem ands, to the  
»ocialist o rien ted  CELL 16, a Boston 
fem in ist o rg an isa tio n , which makes 
m ore fu n d a m en ta l an ti-im p e ria lis t d e ­
m ands.

S O U T H  A F R I C A N  W O M E N

A g ain s t this background I wish to 
exam in e  the condition  of the Black 
w om en of South A frica  who live under 
the policies of A p arth e id , and  also to 
look a t the very im p ortan t role, I think, 
they have to p lay in the  libe ra tio n  of 
a ll South A fricans.

South A frica  is a racist country. A d ­
m in istrative policies a re  m ad e  to a f­
fect various rac ia l groups d ifferently . 
The W h ite  w om en, a lth o u g h  accorded  
norm al voting rights, do suffer the l i ­
m itations faced  by w om en u nd er a ll 
W estern  bourgeo is d em ocracies . O n e  
or two serve in the W h ite  racist p a r­
lia m e n t and  probab ly  in o ther fields  
too. By and  la rg e  they a re  grossly un- 
d er-rep resen ted  in the corridors of po­
w er. W h enever they have been  rec ru i­
ted  and  tra in e d  for active (LA A G E R ) 
or reserve m ilitary service and  for po ­
lice duties, it has only been  as tools 
of the oppressive W h ite  governm ent 
m achinery, con tro lled  and  led by men. 
They have been recru ited  in o rder to 
s treng then  the govern m en t forces 
a g a in s t the  m iliton t efforts of the op ­
pressed Black m ajority- They have  
b een  c a lled  upon w hen  Black protest 
has b een  th rea te n in g  and  w hen there  
has b een  n um erical necessity to crush 
them .

"By the  W o m e n ’s Enfranchisem ent Act 
of 1930, which gave the  vote to w hite  
w om en only (desp ite  the previous 
p led ges  of H ertzog  and  M a la n  th a t 
C o lo u red  W o m en  w ould  be inc lu ded ), 
the  European  e le c to ra te  increased  
from  h a lf o m illion to one m illion, and  
the e ffec t of the  A frican  vote was 
m ore than  h a lv e d ” . (1 ) ( It  was finally  
destroyed in 1936), O rd in a r ily , the  
n um ber of W h ite  w om en in g overn ­
m ent service, the  m ilitary, industry and  
m a n a g e m e n t is n eg lig ib le  com pared  
to th e ir num bers in society and  the 
o pp ortu n ities  supposedly a v a ila b le  to 
them  as m em bers of a suprem e W h ite  
race. D ivorce laws, laws govern ing  
succession, illeg itim acy  and  a d m in i­
strative prom otions are  b iased  in fa ­
vor of the ir men.

N O T  C O M P A R A B L E

Their experien ce , however, can  never 
be c o m p a ra b le  to tha t of Black w o ­
m en. W ith  the ir lim itations, South A f­
rican W h ite  w om en have been put on 
a p ed es ta l. A p ed esta l based on false  
and  m ythical bourgeo is  s tandards: 
th a t they a re  fra g ile , decorative , w eak

(fem in in e ) and  in c a p a b le  of the sim p­
lest work th a t Black wom en perform  
daily  for both the ir masters and  for 
them selves. The W h ite  men feed the 
illusion with m inor 'g en tlem an ly ' tasks 
of door o pen in g  and  c igarette  ligh ting . 
W ith  Black dom estic service cheaply 
a v a ila b le  for their household and  v a ­
rious fam ily responsibilities, W h ite  
w om en have theoretica lly  all the le i­
sure in the w orld. They go out to work 
to earn  p in -m oney and  to avoid bo ­
redom  a t hom e. (2)

These w om en will not have real liberty  
w ithou t a change in the  s ituation  of 
Blocks because  theirs and  the  Blacks' 
situation  a re  m anifestations of the 
sam e exclusive bourgeois dem ocracy  
I have said 're a l liberty' becau se  in 
the experien ce  of South A frica we 
have seen th a t W hites can en joy many 
u nrea l liberties, liberties which are  
g u a rd e d  by m achine guns, saracens  
and  sub-m arines d irected  a g a in s t 'fe l- 
low -c itizen s ’.

A system which d iscrim inates ag a in s t 
its own kith and  kin is not a b o u t to 
act ‘lady b o u n tifu l’ tow ards those it re ­
gards as less than  hum an.

M O S T  M E N I A L  i O B S

W o rk in g  on the prem ise th a t 50 "o of 
the  p o p u la tio n  of any society is fe ­
m ale , we can assum e conservatively  
th a t in South A frica  (p o p u la tio n  21

m illion) there  are  7 1 2 m illion Black 
w om en, 2 m illion W h ite  w om en, 1 m il­
lion C o loured  and  300 ,000 Ind ian  
w om en. (In d ia n  and  C o lou red  wom en  
suffer the sam e conditions as A frican  
w om en. The d ife ren ces  a re  only of 
theoretica l in terest to social a n th ro p o ­
logists). Any position, there fo re , a d o p ­
ted by Black w om en w ho constitute  
m ore than  a third  of the  to ta l p o p u ­
lation  and  a h a lf of a ll oppressed  
p eople  has to be very im p o rtan t in 
terms of liberation .
Black wom en in South A frica  a re  a t 
the bottom  rung of a ll oppressed  
groups as workers. W h en  em ployed  
they earn  the least and  do the  most 
m enia l jobs.
O f  the 800,000 Black w om en classified  
in 1960 as econom ically  active, m ore  
than  5 0 %  w ere in dom estic serve; 
2 5 "o  w ere  farm  labourers  or em p loyed  
inside and  outside the  fa rm er's  
house; 25 ,000 w ere professionals , 
m ainly nurses and  teachers. The re ­
m a in d er w ere factory hands or c le ri­
cals in the private  sector. The a v e ra g e  
cash w ag e  paid  to black dom estic  
servants in Johannesburg  per m onth  
is $21.98.

Professionals like nurses earn  thus:
Black nurses $  924 -  $1 ,260
Black
'nursing sisters' $1,176 -  $1 ,680
W h ite
'nursing sisters' $2,856 -  $4 ,200



Those em ployed in the food an d  c a n ­
n ing industry o ften  earn  less than  
$8 .40  per week.

The p o ten tia l Black fem a le  work force  
(i. e. 15—60 years) is recorded  as 
38 "(i. The figure  is obviously much 
h igher because Black ch ild ren  do not 
have com pulsory e d u ca tio n  nor a re  
there  enough schools to ad m it them  
all. They becom e a v a ila b le  for ec o n o ­
mic exp lo ita tion  a t a much e a rlie r  a g e  
as cheap child labo ur. O fte n  they  
stay a t hom e to re lease  the ir p a ­
rents for em ploym ent. O th erw ise , they  
hussle in the streets picking pockets 
or otherw ise fen d in g  for them selves  
in ra ther u ncon vention a l ways. O n ly  
o m inority of Black children go to 
school.

T I L L  T H E  S O I L

M ost of the u naccou nted  for w om en  
live in v illages and  A frican  reserves  
as peasants  w here  they work h arder  
than  anybody else for even less. They 
try to keep fam ilies  a live  a n d  tog eth er  
w here  the country's m ig ratory  labour  
policy is to con trac t men aw ay from  
the ir hom es for ex ten d ed  periods of 
tim e w hile  only w om en, children an d  
old men rem ain  b eh ind . The form er 
to till the soil, bu ild  houses, ten d  the  
c a ttle  and  g en e ra lly  tak e  charge of 
the problem s of d a ily  living.

In describ ing  the p e a s a n t conditions. 
G o van  M bek i sights instances w here

un p a id  com pulsory la b o u r adds insult 
to in jury to the  peasants  in the reser­
ves. M e n  a re  d ra fte d  in to  w ork team s  
to d ig  holes for the  creosote poles or 
erect b arb e d  w ire fences. W o m en  
must provide a n d  cook food for these  
team s. " If  a  w om an has to leave  her 
children w ithout a  m ea l, it is a n  e v e n ­
tua lity  th a t the govern m en t o ffic ia lly  
h ap p ily  oveilooks. W h a t m atters is 
th a t she should provide the  food to 
the team s w hen her turn  com es. A  
co m p la in t a g a in s t the  harshness of 
the  law  is pun ished  as in c item en t to 
d iso bed ien ce .

"Every w idow ed  w om an, for though  a  
w om an is in every o th er law  a  'child ', 
d e p e n d e n t on the  m a le  heir, in m atters  
of taxa tion  she assum es the  position  
of the  ab s e n t m a le  tax p a y er" . (3 )  (A ll 
Black m en over 18 years of a g e  must 
pay a p o ll-tax  w hatever the ir eco n o ­
mic or physical co n d ition ).

A p arth e id  hits Blade w om en fa r bey­
ond w a g e  d iscrim ination . W o m en  are  
ill-e d u c a te d  a n d  u n d er-tra in e d . ‘Job 
reservation ', d ete rm in a n ts  a n d  re g u la ­
tions plus 'in flux  con tro l' reg u la tion s  
a ffe c t them  as b ru ta lly  as the ir m en. 
Like them , they can  n e ith e r be  m em ­
bers of le g a lly  recogn ized  tra d e  
unions nor can  they w ith d raw  their 
la b o u r for co llective b a rg a in in g . (U n ­
d er the  Terrorist A c t  such action  
w ould  be re g a rd e d  as subversive be­
cause it  a im s a t  chan g in g  th e  existing  
social, p o litic a l or econom ic  conditions).

W h ile  m en a re  obsent a t the mines, 
in prisons or farm  labour cam ps, w o­
m en both in cities and  v illages are  
le ft to suffer the horrassm ent of the  
police  a n d  o ther effects of various  
g overnm ent anti-B lack  schemes. U n ­
der the B antu  R esettlem ent Scheme, 
"a  p h en o m en a l num ber of wom en  
a n d  children a re  be in g  m ov*d  aro un d , 
thus suffering  poverty. m a ln u trition , 
broken fam ilies  an d  privations of land  
a n d  c a ttle .” (4) The Rond Do ly M a il 
(July 23rd , 1970) p ub lished  a vtory of 
four Zu lu  w om en an d  the ir 41 cttild ien  
w ho lived in tents for 2 1 years, "a  
b rave, b u t fu tile  re s is ta n t*  ag a in s t  
constan t u rg ing  by govern m en t o ffi­
cia ls  to move into a co n cen tra tio n - 
com p type of tow nsh ip ," i. e o fter 
they hod  been  evicted from  o farm  
w here  th e ir husbands form erly w orked  
M rs. Lena M nisi and  her 4 children  
w ere  sent off to P aarl in 1966 aw ay  
from  h er h usband  b ecau se  he was a 
"d is q u a lif ie d  person" -  he hod not 
w orked  continuously for o ne  em ployer 
for 10 years. In July, 1970, w hen her 
h usban d  q u a lifie d , she only received  
a  tem po rary  perm it an d  was fined  
$ 4 2  in N ovem ber, 1970 (or six weeks  
im p riso nm ent) for being  ille g a lly  in 
the  a re a . Replying  to protests. Koorn- 
hof. D e p u ty  M in is te r of B antu  A d m i­
n is tra tion , s a id : " If  A frican  m en w ere  
a llo w e d  to  co n trac t m arrioges freely  
w ith w om en not q u a lifie d  to be in the



in c re as e  .
!:: i:n c ii town ut Excelsior. -’.4  Blark
vom en «*>(“  recently  a rres ted  a n d  im ­

prison ed  because , as the  M in is te r of 
Justice, M r Peiser, p u t it: " th e re  has  
b een  a  w hisoering  c a m o a iq n '' — tu ­
m ours had  been  rite in :he W h ite  com ­
m unity a o o u t the n um oer of A frican  
w o m e n  wim "b a s ta rd "  cn ild ren . The 

■vomer’ ind  five w h ite  farm ers  w ere  
arrest sa. fh e  farm ers  w ere  im m ed ia te ly  
.-.•leased on b a il or i2 S 0  each. N o bo dy  
c a m e  fo rw ard  to h e lp  tne  w o m en . N o w  
they a re  o u t of prison. They h ave  the  
d iff ic u lt p rob lem  of fin d in g  em oloy- 
m ent, a n a . worse still, they m ay be  
h o u n d ed  o ut of the  lo c a tio n . (5 )

Barry H ig gs  w rites th a t in 1969 “ there  
w e re  5.CC0 tria ls  u n d e r the Im m ora lity  
A ct in 5ou th  A fr ic a ” . H e  es tim ates  th a t  
one in every 2C0 W h ite  m ales  c a m e  up  
in cou rt for sexual 'o ffe n c e s ’. The  
g re a t  m ajo rity  involved W h ite  m en  a n d  
A fric a n  or C o lo u re d  girls  g e n e ra lly  
much yo u n g er th a n  the  m en. "R a p e  of 
n o n -W h ite  w om en by W h ite  m en is 
s ta tis tica lly  fa r  m ore fre q u e n t th a n  
ra p e  o f W h ite  w om en  by n o n -W h ite  
m en. Slades convicted  o f ra p e  o f W h ite  
w o m en  a re  g e n e ra lly  s en ten ced  to  
d e a th . N o  W h ite  m an  has ever b een  
execu ted  for ra p in g  a  Block w o ­
m a n ” . (6 )

T 4 M P L E  Y O K E  O F  O P P R E S S W N -

T h e s e -fa c ts  c le a rly  in d ic a te  th a t  Blade 
w om en  in South  A fric a  h o ve  a  tr ip le  
yoke o f oppression . They su ffer a ll  th e  
d e g ra d a tio n s  o f W h ite  rac ism . They  
a re  exp lo ited  as w orkers a n d  p e a ­
sants a n d  they a re  fem a le s  in a  c learly  
p atria rc h a l fam ily  s truc ture , w h e re  tra ­
d itio n a lly  p re c e d e n c e  is g iven  to m ales  
in both  p u b lic  a n d  p riv a te  life . H . J. Si­
m ons has w ritten  extensively  on  th e  
s u b je c t of A fric a n  w om en  a n d  th e ir  
le g a l status in South A fric a  (7 ).

Blade w om en live u n d e r th re e  le g a l  
systems (custom ary law . N a t iv e  la w  
a n d  E uropean  law ), n o n e  o f which  
acco rd  her a  position  e q u a l to  th a t  
which she in fa c t ho lds by v irtu e  o f h er 
in flu e n c e , her econ om ic  in d e p e n d e n c e  
a n d  h er social a n d  p o litic a l d ynam ism . 

iC Ie a rly , she hos no le g a l rights. Blade 
w om en  a re  tre a te d  as m inors u n d er  
p e rp e tu a l g u a rd ia n s h ip  o f th e ir  fa ­
thers, b ro thers or h usban ds  w ho  in te r­
c e d e  for them  in le g a l m atters  a n d  
e n te r  in to  a ll sorts of con trac ts  on  
th e ir b e h a lf. A t th e  risk o f b e in g  cou n ­
te r-re v o lu tio n a ry  in term s of p resen t- 
d ay  W o m e n 's  lib e ra tio n  anolysis, (viz. 
th e  co re  of the  c on trad ic tion s  in society  
is sex e x p lo ita tio n  of fe m a le  by m ales  
ra th e r th an  the M a rx ia n  class c o n tra ­
d ic tio n s ) (8 ). I w ou ld  o rg u e  th a t  fe m a le  
o ppress ion  via Blade m ales is th e  least 
of the  Blade w o m e n ’s b u rd en s . The  
sexism Black w om en suffer m ost is 
fro m  th e  W h ite  e s tab lish m en t. Blade 
m a le  p re ju d ices  h ave  not d e h u m a n i­
z e d .  d e g r a d e d  a n d  b ru ta lize d  Black 
w om en  t o  rem otely  t h e  sam e exten t

p io ito tio n  j i e  d o in g . 3lac< m en a re  
no n d e x  _>r equity oi d l a c x  w om en. 
They do e q u a lly  J reo tv  jobs for a  
p itta n c e . In fact, th e ir lives an d  c o n d i­
tions a re  o ften  w orse off u nd er a o a rt-  
h eid . Thev live in con stan t fea r of 
a rres t u n d er the  Pass Laws an d  sutfei 
in c re d io le  h um ilia tio n s  in the prisons  
a n d  w h a t is c a lled  m ine c om oo un ds ’ 
aw ay from  the 'r fam ilies. E ducated  
w om en of the  W este rn  ind us tria lized  
countries  a re  livid b ecau se  they do not 
h ave  tne sam e work o pp ortu n ities  as 
th e ir m en : they w an t com m u nal day  
c a re  for th e ir children, unrestricted  
a b o rtio n  a n d  b irth  control p lus equ a l 
sharing  of hom e d uties  like ra is ing  b a ­
b ies with the ir m enfo lk , am o n g  other 
reasons b ecau se  technology and  
b o ttle -fe e d in g  m oke this possible. 
These a re  le g itim a te  d em an d s  re flec ­
ting  th e ir exp e rie n c e  w ith in  their so­
c iety  today.
South  A fric a n  Black w om en w ould  not 
b ette r th e ir  co n d itio n  much by a c q u ir­
ing  th e  status of Blade men- Besides, 
the  w om en  h ave  b een  d o in g  w h a t is 
c on s idered  m e n ’s w ork for a  very long  
tim e. C o m m u n a l c a re  of children  and  
o th er d e p e n d e n ts  is p ro b a b ly  w h at  
h as  h e lp e d  them  survive the  in road s  of 
a p a r th e id  which d is rup t a n d  th rea te n  
to  destroy Blade fam ily  life . U n restric ­
ted  b irth  con tro l a n d  a b o rtio n  assum e  
a  p o litic a l d im ens io n , w h e re  g o vern ­
m en t policy is to  rew ard  the  birth  of 
e x tra  W h ite  ch ild ren  a n d  e n c o u ra g e  
W h ite  im m ig ra tio n  in to  South A frica , 
w h ile  it  c a m p a ig n s  fo r fam ily  reduction  
a m o n g  Blades.
This looks p artic u la rly  sinister w hen  
th e  Blade n um bers  a re  a lre a d y  red u ­
ced  by ackn o w led g ed  h ig h  inc idents  of 
s till-b irths . in fa n tile  m orta lity  rates, 
m a ln u tritio n , a d u lt  s tarva tion , d ea th  
sentences a n d  s oc io -p o litica l m urders. 
"F ro m  in te rn a tio n a l figu res  it  a p p e a ­
red  th a t  South  A fric a  acc o u n te d  for 
n ea rly  5 0 “'» o f a ll le g a l execu tions in 
the  w o rld " . (9 )

D B P O R M E D  K I N D  O F  E Q U A L I T Y

N u m b ers  a re  th e  on ly  s treng th  South  
A fric a  Blacks h av e  in th e  fa c e  of a  ho­
stile  g overn m en t. Black w om en a re , 
th e re fo re , n o t a b o u t to  c a m p a ig n  for 
th e ir  ow n a n n ih ila t io n . D ivision  of n u r­
sery d u b es  w ill b e  p ro b le m a tic  w here  
m o d ern  technology has not yet reached  
Black kitchens a n d  nurseries. The  
m other seem s to  be  still ind isp en sab le  
for th e  ch ild ren 's  survival.
It is no  e x a g g e ra tio n  to say th a t  
th ro u g h  th e  com m on e xp erien ce  of ra- 
<yst a n d  c a p ita lis t exp lo ita tio n  over 
th e  years  Blade w om en  a n d  Blade m en  
in South  A fric a  h ave  achieved  w h a t 
A n g e lo  Dcnris colls  a  d e fo rm ed  kind  of 
e q u a lity  (10 ).

To som e ex te n t they  h ave  h ad  to  d e a l 
w ith  eoch o ther, as p eo p le , in much 
m ore re a l term s ra th e r than  p lay  the  
g am es of Lad ies  a n d  G e n tle m e n . Pro­
b lem s o f survival hove ta u g h t the Blade

m an  th a t  the  Black w o m a n , w ho tra d i­
tio n a lly  took the  back seat, is no fri- 
volouss n it-w it in c a p a b le  o f ca rin g  for 
herse lf a n d  fam ily  in- his ab sen se , I. e. 
w hen  h e  is u nem p lo y e d , in prison, d e ­
ta in e d  or has fled  th e  country  for p o li­
tica l reasons. (1 1 ) S he has h ad  to  work 
for w ages , feed  a n d  c lo th e  th e  fam ily  
an d  e d u c a te  the  ch ild ren  to the  limits 
th a t the  S outh  A frica  s itu a tio n  will 
perm it. S h e  does this w ith o u t being  
spared  a n y  o f th e  harsh law s of a p a r t ­
heid  polic ies- In fac t, the  sexist th a t  
the  oppressor is, tends to  p resum e his 
own sexual p re ju d ic es  in to  the  laws  
he im poses o n to  th e  Blades: Som e of 
which n ever w e re  u n d e r custom aiy  
law . e .g . d ep riv in g  w om en  of p roperty  
rights a n d  in s ta llin g  y o u n g e r m ales  as 
g u a rd ia n s  of th e ir  o ld e r  w ido w ed  or 
s ing le  fe m a le  re la tives .

P r i o r i t i e s *

It is obvious th a t fem in is t issues exist 
in South A fric a , b u t the  Black w om en  
w ill h ave  to  w ork o u t th e ir ow n p rio ri­
ties a c c o rd in g  to  th e ir e x p e rie n c e  and  
the fu tu re  society they wish to see.

Som e Black South A fric a n  w om en  
h ave  m a d e  th e ir views know n.

F lo ren ce  M p h o s h o , a  d e d ic a te d  m em ­
ber of the  A fric a n  N a t io n a l C ongress  
a n d  a  previous s taff m em b er of the  
W ID F  (W o m e n 's  In te rn a tio n a l D e m o -' 
cro tic  F e d e ra tio n ) says th a t ’ ’the revo­
lu tion  w ill h e lp  to  lib e ra te  w om en  . . . 
Politics is the  best school for the d ev e ­
lo p m e n t of tru e  com ra d e sh ip  end  
e q u a lity  b e tw e e n  m en e n d  w o­
m en .’ ' (12 )
K ate  M o la le , o f the  F e d e ra tio n  of



South A frican  W om en, in a m essage 
to  o il wom en, to ld  on A D N  repo rte r 
th a t " th e  wom en o f the  w orld  can he lp  
the  w om en of South A frica  by launch ­
in g  a cam p a ign  a g a in s t the  sale of 
arm s to  the  rac is t reg im e o f South 
A fr ic a  by W estern  Powers, fo r the  re ­
lease o f a ll p o lit ic a l p risoners  and  to 
end a ll a p a rth e id  an d  ra c ia l law s." 
Black w om en have p a rtic ip a te d  in the 
f ig h t fo r  th e ir la nd  an d  th e ir  righ ts 
th ro u g h o u t the  b loody  h is to ry o f c o lo ­
n ia lism  an d  in te rn a l oppress ion  and  
the re  is do cum e n ta ry  ev idence  o f this. 
In recen t tim es C h a rlo tte  M axeka  was 
one o f the  fou nde rs  o f the  A frica n  
N a tio n a l C ongress in  1912.
W om en have fo rm ed  re lig iou s , p o lit i­
ca l, soc ia l, e d u c a tio n a l and  econom ic 
(stock-fares) o rg a n iz a tio n s  to com ba t 
prob lem s c rea te d  by the po lic ies  of 
ap a rth e id . En masse (22,000 in P reto­
ria in 1957) they have de m on stra te d  
a g a in s t the  e x te n tion  o f Pass Laws to 
w om en. They a lso  ca m p a ig n e d  a g a in s t 
Bantu A u th o ritie s  in P on do lan d  in 
1960. O th e rs  have since then  pers is ted 
to  p u b lic ly  cha lle ng e  a p a rth e id  a g a in s t 
o il odds when recen t le g is la tio n  was 
m ade even harsher- W in n ie  M a n d e la , 
Thokozile M ngom a an d  M a rth a  D lo - 
m in i, am ong others, were he ld  in ja il 
fo r  m ore than  a year in 1970 u n d e r the  
Terrorism  Act. D o ro thy  N yem be is 
serv ing  a prison sen tence o f 15 years 
fo r  her p o lit ic a l be lie fs .
C lea rly , the sexism o f the  oppressor 
sho u ld  no t d ive rt us from  a ttack ing  ra ­
cism  an d  cap ita lism  in a very d ire c t 
way. Sexist concessions to  Black w o­
m en w ill no t change the  South A fr i­
can  s itua tion . Besides, no rea l lib e ra ­
tio n  w ill be achieved by wom en — 
Black o r W h ite  -  w h ile  the  rac is t, c a p i­

ta lis t a ttitu d e s  preva il. A ll th a t can be 
achieved is very lim ited  reform s and 
concessions. A m ore constructive  way 
to dea l w ith  the fe m in is t p rob lem s 
am ongst the  oppressed is to launch a 
revo lu tion  w ith in  the  revo lu tion  so 
th a t wom en in the  South A frican  
s trugg le  can p a rtic ip a te  as a massive, 
conscious and  eq ua l p a rtn e r in solv­
ing  a ll the  prob lem s th a t a ffe c t the re ­
vo lu tio n . This w ill invo lve the re -e d u ­
ca tio n  an d  'consciousness ra is in g ’ of 
bo th men an d  wom en tow a rds  a tra n s ­
fo rm a tio n  o f socia l roles a ffe c tin g  both 
p u b lic  and  p riva te  lives. It w ill be the 
w om en 's resp on s ib ility  to  m ake sure 
th a t the  successes achieved carry  on 
to  the  resu lting  gove rnm en t and  are 
n o t reversed by the  new m asters as 
has been experienced  e lsewhere.

vsm c R C O T O o p

In conc lus ion , I w ou ld  like  to  re fe r to 
an a rtic le  on W om en ’s lib e ra tio n  
a p p e a rin g  in the  Sechaba o f July 1970, 
s u b - t i t le d : A d iscuss ion  o f th«  issues 
w ith  re fe rence  to  the  A fr ic a n  revo lu ­
t io n ;  th a t is, a t the  risk o f be ing  pe­
d a n tic . Some o f the  issues re fe rred  to 
were 1) A lte rn a tive s  to  the  nu c le a r 
fo m ily ; 2) dem and  free  co n tra ce p tio n  
an d  advice , 3) a b o rtio n  on dem and. 
The firs t one is c lea rly  no t a Blade 
South A fr ic a n  issue. The fo llo w in g  ex­
ce rp t from  a le tte r w ritte n  by a poor 
m o the r in  th e  U.S.A. arises from  
issues s im ila r to  th e  la tte r  tw o  (14): 
"Y o u  m urder me, w om en ’s lib e ra t io ­
nism every b u lls h it  de m an d  you m ake; 
n o t because w h a t you ask is w rong , 
b u t because o f w h a t you leave out- 
W here  is free  ch ild b irth  in your p la t­

form , w here  is decen t pre -r a ta l care? 
W here  is nou rish ing  food 'o r me, so 
my child isn 't born p rem ature  and re ­
ta rde d?  So he do esn 't d ie  'n n foncy? 
W here  is o decen t p !ace to live, 
enough  clo thes, freedor f r o r  d isease 
and  filth  . . .?”  There i ev? .th .g to 
be ga in ed  by a ll ind iv ir’ *al jm *n  in 
m aking  those th ree o * - tic  1 s. »ven 
tho ugh  they re fle c t the 'e*- '% o' only 
a p a rtic u la r class ano ci d it i">  of 
w om en. In South A frica  • is na in  * the 
needs o f the  non-poor *Jf wom an 
There is no need for 6 act «om «n to 
echo them.
“ FOR W H AT IS D O N f O *  LEARNED 
BY O N E  CLASS OF W ( M EN BE- 
C O M ES BY VIRTUE 0 ^  T n t iR  O M - 
M O N  W O M A N H O O D  THE "RO^ERTY 
OF ALL W O M E N  . . .  EVEN’ J A  V .” 

E lizabeth an d  Emily B lactw e 1859
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