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Defence cuts cost 50 000 jobs

RECENT cuts in the defence budget have
cost SA up to 30 000 Jobs, many of them
highly skilled, and could retard industrial
development while damaging a potentially
lucrative international arms export mar
ket, & lexding local analyst says.

Jane's Delonce Weekly BA correspon-
dent Helmood-Ridmer Heitman says the
defence cuts should have been phased In
slowly to allow developmetit of arms ex-

orts markets and lor Armscor to convert
ts expartise to commarcial applications.

The bulk of & 30% defence cut over two
ycars hos been sbsorbod by the arms man-
ulacturing sector, luhlbltlugh!ts adaptation
to the commercial soctor, he says.

The defence budget has been slashed
R3,3bn in real terms slnce 1909, Armacor

Armscor ailve long enough to converi
teohnelogy for commercial use and estab-
lsh an Internations! market. |
Weapons and armaments are SA's big
gest export of manufactured gloada. Jl
Armscor, which Jaat week held its first SA
weapons demonstration, primarily for
forefgn customer's. |
Armscor spokesmen confidently pree
dicted last week the demonstration would
lead to » marked improvement of interna.
tional sales, making s significant contriby-
tion to & hational economic recovery.
Spokesrwen &t the show maintained
Armacor's tradition of sllance about $A
arms sales and customers, but Heltman
says Middle East and Adrican countries
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hos retronched more than 10 000 people,
and its major ¢ontractors have laid off

about 26 000 amployees.
The job losses
in the arms séctor will severaly

Heltman says.

Leading
technold
tion wil

wasted.

Heltman says the defence Indusiry will
“dje" Lf it docs hot eontinue to get contracts

from the SADF.

A steady flow of local orders aould keep

have expresyed lnterest.

The G& 166mm sell-propelled artillery
system was aeknowlcdfe as the best In
the world, and the Roolvalk ¢ombat hell-
copter competed with the US Apache.

He belleves the Roolkat armoured com-
bat reconnaissance vchicle Js g class

_ leador with only one competitor Inters

nationally, and that SA-made missiics are
among world leaders.

Seventy G8 systems have been s0ld to
tho United Arab Emirates, and the success
of the G6 In Turkish artliiery trials recont-
ly means that Turkey could be placing an
Initlal order of up to 200 units, Heitman

83Ys.

WORLD CAMPAIGN .>

{orced rationalisation
¢urtall
BA's industrial capability and expertise,

elecirénic and englneering
developed for military applica.
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Agreement close on SADF

AGREEMENT on s code of
conduct for the 8A Defence
Force was Jikely within the
next few wecks, despite dif-
ferences of emphasis be-
(ween ANC and govern-
ment proposals, sources In
both camps seld yeslerday.

ANC sourcds expresscd
surprise af the "“remark.
ebly progressive proposals
{rom Lhis defence force”,
but belleved them (o be Loo

gencral,

The ANC way also con-
certied that the proposals
did not provide for “sulfl-
clent monlloring or en-
forcement mechanisms®.

ANC and governineént
leaders yesterday re.
mained officially Light.
lipped, saying they did not
want to conduct negotia.
tioas through the mniedia
which might bedevll the
process before It got prop-
erly underway.

Defence Minlster Roell
Meyer sald governmont

had only recelved the ANC

counter-proposals on the
code 10 Pd:;:s ago and the

SADT was still studylng
these, He expected negotla-
tions to slart within the
next two weeks,

BILLY PADDOCK

An ANC source sald its
countergmmnll were not
deslgned Lo wrest control of
the SADF from the state.

"What we want as Inler. .

Im measures are windows
into the operations of the

SADF 1o try to open i fo
public scrutiny,” he sald.
The ANC has called for;
0 The Immediate disband.
meut of the SADF's special

forces,
(3 The formation of a

nallynal defence commis-
sion appointed by the
Natfonal Peace Becretariat

lo oversae all military mat.

ters; and
0 The establishment of an
ombudsioan, as provided
for In the SA Pollco code of
conduct, answarable to the
national peace comumitice
to Inltiale and overses In-
vestigations Into mlscons
duct by SADF members,
The ANC source sald the

reason for demanding the
disbandment of the speclal
forces was concern over al-

legationy that they wece be-
hind the outrrent wave of

violence,
it the ANC did not suc-

ceod in getunf the forces
disbanded, 1t

mechanisms to eosure that
these forces were above

¢riticism.

wanted

The source sald {¢ had Lo
be remembered that the ne.
otlations for a code of con-

uel were belng conducted
within the broader negotla-
tions of the Protoria Minute
and the incorporalion of
Umkhonto we Sizwe Inlo

the SADF,

The SADF proposais,

'which the ANC has not ¢cone.

tosted, Include provisions:

O That each soldier will be
logally responsible for his
owh actlions and may dis-

obey orders which are
{liegal or gonirary (o the
conatitution

O That the SADF s an-
swerable only to the constle
tution and not Lthe govern.

Ing party;

0 For alternative forms of
service and other condl.

tions governing consclen-
tlous objectors: and

CThe appelnlment of a
commission to draw wup
guidelines for the eduga-
tien, tralning and deploy-
ment of & new SADF.
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THE ANC will not
change its venue fur o
(undraising dinner which
will {xc held in Bnois on
Friday wight despwic
threals lrom Right-wing-
ers to stop it, ANC P\WV
regiomal organiser, Mr
Eliot Maynela soid yes
icrday.

The funciun. 10 13isc
funkls for the ANC's Bris
officc. is 1o take place
the Overherg Protca ho-
tel and ANC's foreign al-

(s director, Mr Thabo
Mbeki, will be gucst

PG Box 2 Lindeberg Gaard

N-1007

. spcaker.

About 100 guesis arc

expected.
Mr Mayiscln said that

the ANC had never dis-
tuplcd any Riphl-wing ac-
tivily and he hoped that
the Right-wingers would
act hkewpse on PFrday
mght.

He said the threats
were being treated “ven
scriously™ but added that

the venue would not be
Changed,

He ssid that he would
bc meeting the hotel man-
ager, Mic Harry Dressel.
as well as with local police
to discuss secuonty.

Mr Dressel said yester-
day shat being pan uf the
Frutca groep the Over-
berp hotel was an *apoli-
ical” hoicl and snyonc
could make use of s fa-
Ghtics.

l{e suspected that there
would be cnsion in the
days prior (o the dinncr
and said thrre would be
Az secorny st the func-
tion.
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