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Conpatriots; brothers and sisters,

Today, January 8th, we observe the 77th Anniversary of the
peopl es novenent, the African National Congress. | have

the pleasure to extend greetings ofthe New Year to you and
our friends everywhere. W mark this anniversary at the end
of yet another significant year of struggle. Wiatever its
capacity for repression and death, the apartheid regi ne con-
tinued to suffer reverses both within South Africa and in the
regi on.

The Decade of Liberation

Todayl s anni versary ushers in the |last twelve nonths of a
decade which we, together, designated as the Decade of

Li beration. In assessing the distance we have travelled on
the road to liberation, we need to set ourselves tasks whose
acconplishments will bring us nearer to this cherished goal
This last year of the 1980ls rmust and shall see us nmaintain
and qui cken the forward novenent so that we close the

decade poi sed for victory.

We say this with confidence, having shown in the theatre

of struggle that our people have the capacity and the wll
to make decisive advances on all fronts. The 1980's have
seen us muster the nost gigantic. organi sed and active
political force for the liberation of our notherland. The
townshi ps and the workpl ace. the schools and universities.
the churches. nobsques and tenples. and the villages and
farns have becone inportant sites of struggle for the eradica-
tion of racial tyranny. Unkhonto we Sizwe is devel oping

into an effective arny of the people _ its conbatants.
together with the revol utionary masses. delivering nore and
nore effective bl ows agai nst the regi ne. The contingent of
worl d forces engaged in the anti-apaitheid struggle has grown
both in nunber and effectiveness. Increasingly, the ANCis
recogni sed as the alternative power.

This reflects the depth of the all-enbracing crisis afflic-
ting the apartheid ruling clique. Its ideology. policies and
progranmes have. one after another. crunbled in the face

of the peoples resolute march. For the racist regine. the
1980s will go down in history as a decade of ever-deepening
Crmns.

Unpr ecedent ed Wave of Terror

In an attenpt to extricate thenmselves fromthis quagmre

the racist rulers have acted with a desperation that is as
vicious as it is characteristic of areginme in its death throes.
The regi nel s unprecedented wave of terror has |eft death.
detention, restrictions and long terns of inprisonnment inits
wake. This crimnal regine has reduced our country into a
huge prison - its adm nistration. courts and regul ati ons
tailored to maintain and intensify white dom nation by every
concei vabl e nmeans.

The nost urgent challenge, at the close of this decade, is
to defeat the reginmes attenpts to reverse our gains; for us
to build on these gains, and create the conditions for the birth
of a new South Africa - at |ast unshackled fromcenturies

of col onial bondage. Qur actions during the course of |ast
year showed in no uncertain terns that we have it within

our power to achieve this objective.

We Sal ute our Martyrs, Heroes and Heroi nes

At this point. we would like to pay tribute to all thGCse patriots.
i nsi de and outside our country. who have perished or pass-
ed away during this past year, anpong them Dul cie

Sept enber. Stanza Bopape. Sebol el o Mohaj ane. Johnny
Makati ni . Benedi ct Mbshoke. John Mot shabi, Irene Mwayi .
Hector Nkula, M chael Lucas, Sicelo Dhlonp and John

Gaet sewe. These are our heroes and heroi nes to whom we.

as a people, are eternally indebted.

Sone, such as Dulcie Septenber. and others, including
citizens of the Frontline States, have perished at the hands



of the nurder squads of the Pretoria regine. which has re-
mained true to its nature as a terrorist state, bent on main-
taining itself in power at all costs. Others, anong them Al bie
Sachs. are mained for life. victins of the same canpaign

of terror.

We pay special tribute to those gallant conbatants of
Urkhonto we Sizwe. who fell in the course of action: anong
others. Attwell tMilo Mghekeza. Xolile tValdezl Sam
Patrick I Nal edil M/undla. Butiki tBizzahl Msimane. They

and other brilliant commanders of the people’'s arny, such

as Lungisa 'Don’ onweni. Vuyisile Sefako and dirile

t Mai nstayl Maponya. have bl azed an heroic path to ultimte
victory. and their sacrifice will be forever honoured.

We al so | ower our banners in nenory to our people now

ed down in the streets of Pretoria and el sewhere by the AVWB
psychopat hs, who are inspired by the doctrines which have
under pi nned white nminority rule.

Yet others of our people have. in their thousands. suffered
under the State of Enmergency with its detentions. brutal tor-
ture and countl ess assassinations. Trials on trunped-up
charges have led to convictions and execution of scores. wth
many nore awaiting their turn on the gall ows. Anbng those
convicted recently are such tried and tested | eaders as Popo
Mol efe. Patrick Lekota. Mdss Chi kane and Tom Mant hat a.

They now join in the apanheid prisons such outstanding

| eaders of our people as Nel son Mandel a, Walter Sisulu.

Ahred Kat hrada. Raynond Mhl aba, Andrew M angeni

Elias Mdtsoaledi, WIton Mwayi. Oscar Metha and ot hers.
Pretorials Rule by Force

These detentions. assassinations. executions and acts of ag-
gression should alert us to one ofthe central features of our
situation - that the Pretoria regime is as determ ned as ever
to use maxi mumforce. not only within our country but also

in other parts of our region to protect and defend the system
of apartheid. None should therefore entertain any illusion
that the regine is softening in any way.

W also live with the reality that many townshi ps conti nue

to be occupied by the soldiers and the police. The eneny

is attenpting to control these areas through the Joint Manage-
nment Centres. which are instrunments of repression established
1



to inplenment a thorough-goi ng counterinsurgency strategy.

The eentrepieee is. once nore. the Lise of force against the
denocrati c novenent and the people as a whol e.

Judges and the Courts: Aeeonpliees in Mirder

Recent LICVCI OplIIClIIIS have clearly denonstrated the role of
the apartheid eourts as an integral part of the machi nery of
repression. In essence. the Del nas judgnent neans that it

is a crinme punishable by death to engage in a mass, non-
violent struggle for the tleinoeratie translormation of our
country. ’'lihejudges. magi strates and prosecutors enpl oyed

to adm nister the injustice of apartheid have stood out clear-
Iy us acconplices of nurder. abduction and torture People

who. by any civilised standard shoul d never have been charg-
ed # like the Sharpex ille Six and others H were sentenced

to death by invoking the doctrine of teomon purpose and
stretching it so as to quench the judicial thirst for the bl ood
of the bl acks.

The use of the courts in an attenpt to suppress the
denocratic struggle is in keeping with the plan otiaetion im
pl emented by the Pretoria regime |ast year, when it virtual -
|y banned the UDF. sone of its afliliates and other organisa-
tions and i nposed severe restrictions on Cosatu. Many of

the State of Emergency and ot her detai nees who have been

rel eased have al so been pl aeed under very restrictive bann-
ing UitiCl'hr The nextspapers. New Nation, South and the
Weekly Mail. have been banned for varying periods.

Programme of Crisis Managenent

Clearly. the oppressors seek to inmpobilise the people.

paral yse their organi sations silence our |eaders and thus

| eave the political stage clear for their futile attenpts to prop
up the dooned system of apartheid.

The regi me has been forced to enbark on a progranme

ot’ erisis managenent. which includes the State of Energency
and the National Security Management System as a whol e.

pi ' eeisely because it has no way out. And yet the nore the
racists try to control and nmanage this crisis. the worse it gets.
To respond to this situation the reginme will. of course. resort
to an even nore brutal canpaign of repression than we have

so far experienced.

At the core and in the |leadership olithe regine is a clique

of bitter-enders who have the instrunments of state power in
their hands These are prepared to nurder and nmaim to

destroy and turn our country into a wasteland. solely to pro-
tect their illegitimte rule.

Pretorials Crushing El ection Defeat

Conpani on,

In an elilioit to strengthen its unjust rule. |last October the
Bot ha regi ne sought an el ection showpieee for its racially
eonparttnentulisetl |ocal government system The racist rul-
int:y clique did all in its power to nmake these el ections a sue-
eess. in order to regain control. It hoped to get some bl acks
to paratle as credi ble representatives of the oppressed Us-
ing these stooges. it planned to reconstitute |ocal governnent
structures which would serve as one of the conponents of

its constitutional schemes and hide the reality of arny and
police control ol otn’ townships and the country as a whol e.
In the name of StieCllIICl denocracy. the genuine

denocratic forces were subjected to the jaekboot; mllions
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of rands were lavishly spent to buy collaborators and |ure
the people to the voting booths. The aged and the infirm

in particular, were intimdated and coerced to vote

In the event. the regime suffered a crushing defeat: only

a few notorious puppets availed thensel ves; and the turnout
was as mserable as the stooge candi dates the regine coul d
find. Qur peoplels victory. a product of the joint efforts of
all the denocratic and anti-apartheid forces. is of strategic
i mport ance.

We salute | eaders and activists of the nass denocratic
novermrent who braved all odds to spread the boycott nessage

far and wide. Also at the forefront of this campaign were



religious | eaders who defied the enenyls restrictions. risk-
ed arrest and prosecution as well as other possible acts of
terrori to nobilise our people not to take part. They acted
despite the cowardly bonbing by the regi mes agents of the

Head O fices of the South African Council of Churches. and

the Southern African Catholic Bishopsl Conference and other
acts against the rest of the religious comunity. By their
brave actions, they advanced the cause ofjustice and peace

in our country. They also laid the basis for decisive actions
in the nonths to cone.

I ndeed. the restrictions i nposed on mass denocratic

organi sati ons have brought out into even bolder relief the
central role of the underground vanguard and the arned
struggle. We salute cadres in the underground. including
conbatants of the people’ s army, whose tireless efforts

hel ped to crush the regines attenpts to shore up apartheid.
Were do we go from here?

Yet the fundanental question is. where do we go from here?
Despite the massive boycott. the Pretoria regine will cer-
tainly proceed with its plans to reconstitute the system of |oca
government in the black areas, which we swept away in the
struggle. It will also aimto establish its regional service coun-
cils, its provincial executive conmttees and its so-called na-
tional council. _’

Al these structures are ofcentral and decisive inportance

to the regi ne because they represent the heart of its politica
programre. They are an attenpt to dress up apartheid in

the hope of keeping it in place. The regine sees its constitu-
tional project. represented by these councils and comittees
as fundanmental to its very survival. W nust therefore ex-

pect that the racist regime will light with everything it can
lay its hands on to ensure the success of its constitutiona
schenes.

Al'l constitutions address the question of political power.

The constitutional nanoeuvres of the regine are its asser-
tion that power shall continue to be in the hands of the white
mnority: that this mnority is happy to attach powerl ess
subordinates to itself and that the whole apartheid pyramd
will be presided over by a ruthless clique who call thenselves
a State Security Council.

What ever new words the Pretoria reginme mght seek to

invent to describe its aims. it will not succeed in canmoufl ag-
ing the reality ofeontinued white nminority rule. Notions such
as power-sharing without dom nation, group rights, mnority
rights. self-determination for the various groups. a nation

of minorities. the extension of denocracy and so on all nean
one thing and one thing only - apartheid by another nane.

To all this, the overwhelnmng majority of the people O



South Africa have their response. It is that the people shal
govern! It is that a system of one-person. one-vote in a united.
denocratic and non-racial South Africa is the only one that

can bring about justice and peace to all our people and to

the region.

The boycott of the October el ections was a decisive affir-
mation of the illegitimcy of the apartheid regine and al

its structures. Therefore. we have an obligation to ensure

that these structures are not inposed on us. United around

the day-tO day issues that confront us - such as high rent

and service charges. housing. taxation. high transport fares
and | ack of basic facilities _ and indeed on the basis of our
per spective O peoplels power. we rmust act to destroy these
structures. We must | aunch the biggest offensive at all |evels
to smash the | ocal authorities. regional service councils and
the so-called national council

The successful acconplishnment of this task is ofvital im
portance for our future. Its fulfilment will conpel the Pretoria
regime to seek genuine and lasting political solutions in keep-
ing with the perspective of a non-racial denocracy.

The Botha regine is actively considering calling elections
this year to renew the apartheid tri-caneral parlianment.

Al nmost five years after its establishnent. this institution has.
as we predicted fromthe start. proved to be nothing nore

than yet another structure for the perpetuation of apartheid.
The very existence of a separate white parlianent has

al ways been a deep insult to the dignity of the black people.
Those of our white conmpatriots who count thenselves as part

of the anti-apartheid forces and participate in this racist parlia-
nment, which has no mandate fromthe najority of the people.
nmust address. together with the mass denocratic novenent.

the question of the tnost effective means of replacing this
institution with a people’s parlianment.

Act Agai nst the Comobn Eneny

The unprecedented events in the Bophuthatswana and Ven-

da bantusans | ast year have once nore denonstrated the utter
bankruptcy of Pretorials bantustan scheme. Yet these upris-
ings, involving soldiers and the rural nasses. have al so
brought to the fore our organi sational weaknesses in the coun-
tryside. The | essons deriving fromthese events shoul d be

put to good use as we intensify the struggle for peopleis

power in all parts of our country. It is crucial that we raise
these struggles to higher levels and continue to put before
the rural masses the perspective of the seizure of the |and.
Once again. to those from anong the oppressed who stil

choose to serve the eneny. we say: you cannot hope to be
accepted by the people. |If you have so much as a shred of
conscience left. act together with the people now against the
conmon eneny to bring about the collapse of such institu-

tions as the | ocal government structures, the bantustans and
the tri-canmeral sham

ANCl s Constitutional Guidelines

In keeping with the intensified efforts to address the ques-
tion of power. the ANC has tabled for consideration by al

the people of our country a set of Constitutional Guidelines.
We urge everybody to discuss these and make proposals so

that finally a position emerges which reflects the broadest
nati onal consensus. In building that consensus, the possibility

will be created for all of us to advance nore purposefully
together for the birth of the new South Africa which we.
together. will have hel ped to define.

Step up the Canpaign for the Unconditional Rel ease of

all Political Prisoners and Detai nees

Conpatriots,

We have to nake our advance towards this goal side by side
with the rest of the | eaders of our people who. to this day.
remai n prisoners of the apartheid regime. Whatever the
change in the location of his inprisonnent and the condi -
tions of his incarceration. Nelson Mandela remains a
prisoner. So do nost of the | eaders with whom he was

sent enced.



We salute all the anti-apartheid forces for their decisive
action on this issue and. in particular. for the history-niaking
observance | ast year of Nel son Mandel ais 70th birthday. Now

is the time to escalate the canpaign for the i medi ate and
uncondi tional release of Nel son Mandel a and all other

political prisoners. Their release will not come about as a
result of any change of heart on the part of theirjailers; it
wi Il take place because the pressure exerted both wthin South
Africa and abroad will be such that the racist regime has no
choi ce.

As our |eaders energe fromthe prison cells. it will be

necessary that we wel come them back with all the honour

and accol ade due to them They are anobng the titans of our
struggl e who. as | eaders of all our people. should be shar-
ing the task inposed on us by the continued exi stence of the
apartheid system statesnen who shoul d never have been in
prison. but who should have been free to participate in gover-
ning our country and helping to build it into a | and of
freedom

The canpaign for the rel ease of political prisoners and de-
tai nees should al so address the issue of our conpatriots il-
| egal |y sentenced to death. Let the demand to save their lives
resound everywhere. especially on this. the tenth anniver-
sary of the judicial murder of that outstanding hero of our
struggl e. Sol onbn Kal ushi Mahl angu. Many ot her patriots

have been illegally executed. and nany nore are on Death
Row, awaiting execution by judicial order

We are very pleased to wel cone to our mdst that great
stalwart of our revolution. Harry Gaal a. who has just energ-
ed froma second termin Pretoriais jails. and whose con-
tribution to our cause has been of great significance. It is
a great pleasure for me to announce the decision of the Na-
tional Executive Conmittee ofthe African National Congress
to invest Harry Gnala with the highest award of the strug-
gling people of our country. Isirwal (ndwe-Seaparankae.

We wel cone himinto the ranks of that honoured group

of nmen and wonen who carry this high title. fully confident
that he will continue along the path of struggle to which he
has dedicated his life. W also welcome that other stalwart.
Zephani a Mot hopeng, President of the PAC. who has suf-

fered at the hands ofthe regine in the service ofthe people.
We wi sh both Harry and Zeph good health and strength to

see freedomday dawn as it surely wll.

Victory in Angola and Nani bi a

Canpatri ot s,

As the past year drewto its close. agreenents of historic

i nportance were arrived at concerning the security of the
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Peopl es Republic of Angola and the i ndependence of

Nam bi a. These agreenents represent a nost decisive ad-

vance in the struggle for the total l|iberation of our continent
and the establishnent of peace in the region. W wel cone
them and | ook forward to their inplenentation w thout any

del ay.

These devel opnents are a direct result. in particular. of

the crushing defeat suffered by the apartheid war machi ne

at Cuito Cuanavale in southern Angola. Humiliated. and its
mlitary doctrine and strategies in a shanbles. the racist an
ny was forced to retreat fromAngola in shame. The African
Nati onal Congress pays tribute to the valout’ and fighting
skills olithe arnmed forces of the Peoples Republic of Angola.
the Cuban internationalist forces and the fighters of SWAPO
who have. in eonbalL buried raeist Pretoriais aggressive
dreans of conqueringy Angol a.

What has been achieved is also a tlireet consequence of

the struggl es waged within South Africa and Nami bia. These
struggles. including the growing resistance to service in the
raci st army by many young South Africans and Nani bi ans.
contributed to the weakening of Pretoriais war machine. So
did the international canpaign to isolate apartheid South
Afriea in the economc. nmlitary and other fields.

This is a vital |esson which we. who are still engaged in
struggle for our emancipation. understand in its full nean-
ing: the apartheid regine has not suddenly becone part of

the liberation and peace forces of our region and conti nent
Peace and independence in this part of our continent wll
cone about as a result of the struggles and sacrifices nmade
by the masses of the people In the sanme vein. we shoul d

mai ntai n maxi mum vi gi | ance to ensure that the Pretoria

regi me does not default on the agreenents. as it has so often
done in the past.

We take this opportunity to reiterate our fratemal greetings
to our brothers and sisters. our eonrades-in-anns in Nam bia
who. after so many years of arduous struggle and sacrifice
under the | eadership of SWAPO. have brought their coun-

try on to the threshold of freedom and i ndependence. On our
part. we pledge to do everything in our power to facilitate
this process. recognising the fact that the agreenents signed
in New York on 22 Decenber. 1988. constitute an advance
otigreat strategic significance for our region and for our own
struggl e.

It is against this background that the African National eon-
gress. in consultation with the fraternal CGovernment of the
Peopl e’ s Republic ol’ Angola and other friendly African coun-
tries. has readily agreed to nove our military personnel from
Angol a. so as not to allowthe racists and their allies to use
the presence of ANC military facilities in Angola as an ex;
euse for blocking or otherw se del aying the process now in
noti on, The armed struggle. however. will continue and wll
be intensified.

In the nonths ahead especially. SWAPO wi || need the sup-

port and assistance of all its friends. and we call on the in-
ternational community to provide this assistance on a scale
conmensurate with the critical stage the Nam bian struggle
has reached.

United Action in MIlitant Mass Defiance

C ()npatri (115

1989 is also the 40th Anniversary of that outstandin;y doeu-
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ment of our struggle for liberation, the Progranme of Ae-
tion. Its adoption and inplenentation. which effectively eom
nmeneed with the trail-blazing Delianee Canpaign of the early
195m opened the way for the mass political offensive

whi eht together with other fornms of struggle. has today |ed
us to the situation where we can confidently say that victory
is in sight.

Drawi ng, on and continuing that experience. and devel op-

ing on the heroic actions oliehureh | eaders and other patriots
| ast year. our approach nmust be one of nilitant nmass defiance.



We nust oursel ves decide what needs to be done and do it.
The actions of defiance we enbark upon should be targeted
agai nst the many restrictions of the State of Emergency; the
attenpts to intensify racial segregation. group areas, anti-
squatting neasures and forced renoval s: rent. service charge
eol l eetion and taxation. The spirit of defiance shoul d
permeate all the other canpaigns we undert ake.

An inmportant elenent in the actions ofdetianee is the bold
stand taken by grow ng nunbers of white youths who -

despite the banning of the End Conscription Canpaign _

have cone to realise that they have no business lighting in
def ence ofapartheid. It is of the greatest inportance that nore
youn):y whites shoul d adopt the positions of the courageous
143 conscripts. and others before them and defy the order
ofthe reginme to enlist theminto the apartheid nmurder squads.
We hail all these young white patriots, anong them Charl es
Bester. David Bruce and |Ivan Tons. and urge themto al ways
stand firm for the sake of all our people. Further. we cal
on all soldiers and police _ black and white _ to defy the
orders of their superiors to kill. maimand torture innocent
people _ men. wonmen. children. Instead. they must turn

their weapons agai nst the real eneny of the people. the apart-
hei d regi ne.

What the tradition ofdetianee and struggl e now denmands

is that we must defend and consolidate the gains that we have
al ready made. continue to draw the greatest nunbers of our
people into action. cenment the unity of these masses and
tighten the bonds of comobn action that unite our struggl -

i ng organi sations. W nmust draw new forees into the strug-
gle and work for the greatest possible isolation of. and an
i ntensified offensive against. the rmurderous raeist regimne.
In organisational terns. the actions of the regi me agai nst
denocratic structures and activists nmean that the eneny is
forcing nore patriots to operate in a clandesti ne nmanner. The
experi ence accunul ated shoul d be popul ari sed. At the sane
time. all possible avenues of struggle nmust be expl ored.
Once nore. this situation enphasi ses the decisive inpor-
tance of the underground structures of the ANC. As in
previous years. it remains one of our major tasks further to
strengt hen the ANC underground and ensure that it plays

its role as a people’s novenent charged with the respom
sibility to head our liberation effort.

The unity of and within all arns of the nmass denocratic
noverrent has never been of greater inportance than it is
today. Nothing should be allowed to stand in the way of this
essential unity, This novenent has an historic mssion to
nobi | i se our people into action. To carry out this task. al
its conmponents have to be strong and organised. linked to
one anot her and operating as eonrades-in-arms and natura
allies. The readi ness of the masses to engage the eneny
through mlitant action was anply denonstrated | ast year



above all, during the unprecedented three-day general strike
in J une and when they boycotted the apartheid October elec-
tions. None can doubt that the fighting spirit of our people
is very high.

Let every comunity. whether in the towns or the country_
side, be drawn into struggle around the day-to-day issues
which directly affect the people. These struggl es nake up

a very inmportant component of our general offensive against
the apartheid system

One of the nost inportant of these issues, which can be
taken up at the local level, is the plight of the mllions of
our people who live in appalling conditions in shanty towns
in many areas of our country. These millions can and mnust

be organi sed and nobilised into struggle around such burn-
ing issues as confortabl e and affordabl e housi ng. proper

heal th. education and sanitation facilities.

Peace Anpong the Qppressed

O importance also is the need to confront the cunning

machi nations of the JMCs, which are trying both to buy over
sections of our people and to fonent conflict anmong them

As part ofthis programre, vigilante death squads have been
fornmed in many townshi ps, w eaking havoc in the service

of the regime. These bands hope to i npose thensel ves on

the people. W call on those nen and wonen, our fellow
oppressed and expl oited. who have been drawn into these
activities. not to allow thenselves to be used by the regime.
VWhat ever the difficulties, we have to work to ensure that

our comunities remain united in their understanding of the
nature of the apartheid regine and in their resolve to act
together in unity for the destruction ofthe apartheid system
As a matter of urgency, we nust |eave no stone unturned

in our efforts to resolve conflicts that nay erupt anong the
peopl e. W& can and mnust devel op a powerful novenent for
Peace anpong the Oppressed. drawing in as many sectors of

the public as possible. Through this novenent and ot her
means, we can create the national climte which would make
it possible to end any conflict anmong the peopl e, denying
the eneny the opportunity to drive wedges anong the

oppr essed.

In particular. the continuing ugly situation in Natal has to
be addressed by all of us now and not later, and a lasting
solution found. W reiterate the position of our novenent
that this fratricidal carnage must end. The African Nationa
Congress supports all genuine efforts aimed at resolving this
conflict. We call on those nenbers of Inkatha who still form
part of the vigilante squads not to play into the hands of the
Pretoria regine, the real eneny of our people. They nust
refuse to do the bidding of the warlords and their masters.
and do everything possible to unite with their brothers and
sisters. Peace anong the oppressed in Natal must be restored
and all eneny attenpts to provoke conflict nust be rebuffed
so that our people can concentrate on the struggle to defeat
apart hei d.

Build a Broad Front

During this past year, the forces genuinely opposed to the
apartheid system nade i nportant advances with regard to

the building of the broadest possible coalition for a
denocratic and non-racial South Africa. Despite the bann-
ing of the conference that was schedul ed to neet in Cape
Town | ast September, it is inportant that we continue to work
on the issue of building this front, for the specific purpose
of achieving the greatest possible cohesion anong all who
are opposed to repression and are conmtted to struggle for
justice and peace.

The crisis ofthe apartheid systemalso results in nore sec-
tions of the white conmmunity | ooking for a way out of this
crisis by entering the struggle in various ways. W have a
responsibility to reach Qut to these new forces of struggle.
to encourage and support themand help to aetivise themto
confront the Pretoria reginme in unity with all other anti-
apartheid forces.



Such events inside South Africa as the efforts within the
South African Rugby Board to work for non-raeial sport.

the invol venent of prom nent establishment Afrikaners in

the canpaign for the rel ease of Nel son Mandel a and ot her
political prisoners, and the neeting between representatives
of the denocratic novenment and the white business com
munity, all point to the significance ofthe nobve anong many
sections of our people to break with the apartheid regime.

As the crisis of the apartheid system deepens. so will this
process accel erate.

The response of the regine to the worsening econony and

the general situation has been. anong other things, a wage
and sal ary freeze. deregul ation, and various schenes for
privatisation. These neasures are beginning to erode the
shel t ered enpl oynment previously enjoyed by white workers.

It is becoming clearer to sections of white workers, faced
with growi ng i npoverishrment, that they have to stand up

in the face of economic policies ainmed at appeasing big

busi ness and strengthening the apartheid regine.

Thi s has opened up some possibilities for these workers

to be drawn into struggle, and in action, to realise nore clear-
ly that their true interests lie with their fellow bl ack workers
and the denocratic trade union novenent. This will
necessarily require careful and painstaking work.

Wor ki ng C ass and

Trade Uni on Moverent Under Attack

Conpani ot s:

One of the greatest challenges facing us in this period is the
threat facing the working class in general and the trade union
noverment in particular. Having put Cosatu under severe
restrictions, bonbed its offices and detai ned and charged
many trade unionists. the regi me has enacted the Labour

Rel ati ons Amendnent Act, despite popul ar opposition

Acting in collusion with the white enployers, the ruling
clique is bent on destroying the denocratic trade uni on nove-
nment and denying the workers all possibilities to act in
defence of their interests.

It is inperative that the conbined strength of workers is
depl oyed to defeat this vile schene. As in the past, let us
oursel ves create the conditions which will force the regine
and the enployers to recognise our right to organise and to
act in defence of our interests.

O fundamental inmportance in this regard is the need for
trade union unity, and organisation of the unenpl oyed. Yet

it is clear that the danger posed by the new |l aw is one that
faces all the oppressed and denocratic forces.



The entire denocratic novenent and all other anti-apanheid
forces # within South Africa and internationally _ should
rally to the call to unite and act to defeat this reprehensible
| aw. The enpl oyers thensel ves shoul d know t hat what eVer

they might think today. this Act will rebound agai nst them

as the battle intensifies within both the workplace and the
comunity at |arge

Def eat Eneny Manoeuvres

In struggle. students in the schools and universities have
secured sone gains in the formof the partial renoval of ar-
ny and police units fromsuch institutions as the University
of the North and the release of sone student |eaders and ae-
tivists. The perspective the denocratic novenent advanced

a few years ago. to turn the institutions of learning into battle
trenches for peopleis education. still stands. In consultation
and joint action wih the rest of the community. it is inpor-
tant to defeat the enenyis attenpts to i mmobilise student
structures through banni ngs and detentions. The effort to ad-
vance on the course we have set ourselves will be greatly
strengt hened by the process under way to unite teachers

organi sations into a single non-raeial body.

The objective of anti-apartheid united aetion faces all see-
tors of our people. In particular. denocratic and antie
apartheid wonen’s organi sati ons have for sone tinme now
striven to set up a single national body. The urgency of this
task - at both national and regional |evels - cannot be

over enmphasi sed. on this the 35th anniversary year of the
foundi ng of the Federation of South African Wrnen.

During 1988. denocratic structures of the youth suffered

a serious sethack with the detention of a good part of their
nati onal leadership It is a tribute to their tenacity as Young
Li ons of our revolution. that the youth have continued to
organi se and mobilise despite the regi nes Vicious canpai gn

to effaee SAYCO fromthe political arena. Wile intensify-

i ng organi sation and nobilisation. the youth and other see-
tors of the population should nmake it one of their primary
tasks to fight for the release of the | eadership and activists
of SAYCO

Intensify Armed Struggle

Cwnpal ri ns:

The arned struggle is nore Vital than ever before: and
everything the regi me has done this past year enphasises this.
It is only the use of force which enables the reginme to re-
main in power. In pursuit of this sane goal. it has banned
virtually all non-Violent mass political activity for dempcratic
change. Al this enphasises the need for us. while deiiantly
continuing with the nass political struggle. to participate in
and intensity the arned struggle as well. The nore need to
defend the people from arned repression i nposes an obliga-
tion on us to light on. arns in hand.

We take this opportunity to salute the commanders and

cadres of the peoples army. Unkhonto we Sizwe. who have.
during this past year. raised our arned offensive to higher
levels of intensity. We call on the whole ot’our arny further
to step up its activities. directing its fire against the eneny
whi ch our movement has clearly defined.

We extend our greetings to all our conbatants and ot her

cadres who have been captured by the eneny. sone of whom

are awaiting trial. while others. |like the great MK commander
6

Ashl ey Forbes. have been sentenced to inprisonment. Once

nore. we reiterate our demand that our armed cadres nust

be treated as prisoners of war.

NO M ddl e Ground

Conpani ons":

Every day our country gets nore and nore polarised into

two canps. On one side are the forces that struggle for
freedom and denocracy in a non-raeial South Africa. On

the other are those that light to maintain apartheid and racia
dom nation. The former continues to grow in size and

strength. and has established itself as the alternative power



in our country. The latter continues to shrink and weaken,
despite its access to enormous resources of all kinds. The
process to expand and strengthen our forces while reducing
and weakeni ng those of the eneny nust be encouraged.

There is no mddl e ground between these two South Africas.

Al'l have to choose sides. On the side of our denocratic future
are the mllions of workers and rural people. the women and
the youth. the intellectuals and the students. (patriotic) tradi-
tional chiefs and business-people. the religious comunity,
cul tural workers. sports-people. professionals and politicians
_ black and white. These. together. constitute the tidal wave
that will surely sweep away the apartheid system and take
their rightful place as the denpbcratic power in our country.
Denocratic Culture of Liberation

In this regard. the overwhelmng majority of our cultura

wor kers have increasingly begun to play a nore active role

in the struggle for freedom In the process of this struggle.
our peopl e have evolved a denocratic culture of liberation

a distinctly South African culture. which expresses our
deepest aspirations and hopes. The current efforts to create
broad non-raeial governing bodies in every major sports

di sci pline has becone an inportant new arena of struggle.

We nust strengthen and devel op these denocratic trends

inall fields of activity as part of the general struggle to
eradi cate apartheidl On the other hand. we nmust consistent-
Iy and continuously strengthen the cultural. sports and
academ c boycott of apartheid South Africa. The ANC urges

the mass denocratic novenent and all other anti-apartheid
forces to create viable structures and co-ordinate efforts
across the board to facilitate this process.

Sancti ons Nowl

Conpani on:

In the past year. great strides were nade to strengthen the
base for a heightened international offensive against the apart-
hei d system Proceeding fromthis achievenent. and acting
together with the world solidarity novenent this year we

i nust score new successes in the campaign to inmpose sanc-
tions against racist South Africa.

It is of the greatest inportance that the biggest possible
canpai gns shoul d be | aunched in the major western coun-

tries to oblige their governments to inpose further and nore
nmeani ngf ul econom ¢ sanctions. tighten the arns enbargo

and adopt other measures for the greater isolation of apar-
theid South Africa, as well as increase their support for the
denocratic forces of our country.



The World Must Act

A nore favourable climte has been created by the victories
that the progressive novenent has scored with the signing
Of t he agreenents concerning Angol a and Nam bia The very
contrast between the perspectives contained in these
agreenents on the one hand and the worsening situation in
SQuth Africa and the continui ng aggression agai nst the in-
dependent states of our region on the other. illustrates the
urgent need for the world community to act to end the apart-
hei d system now.

The plan for the independence of Nanmi bia contains no pro-
visions for the continued definition of its people according
to racial and ethnic categories. Apartheid structures such as
the bantustans have no place in the perspective that the peo-
pl e of Nam bi a have fought for. under the | eadership of
SWAPO. What will emerge at the end Ofthe day is a united.
denocratic and non-raeial country.

These devel opnments pose a great chall enge both to our-

selves and the international comunity to achieve precisely
the sanme result within South Africa itself. where the Pretoria
regime pursues a policy that is a direct opposite to what it
has agreed with regard to Nam bia. The OAU. the Non-

Al igned Movenent and the United Nations. as true represen-
tatives Of the peoples Ofthe world. have a continuing respon-
sibility to act together with us to keep up the nomentum of
the struggle for the final liquidation of white mnority rule
on our continent.

In this regard we wish to reiterate our call to Africa and
the rest of the world not to allow the crimnal apartheid
regime to break out of its isolation. The fact of the treaty
concer ni ng Nam bi a and Angol a does not change the reality
that a crime against humanity continues to be perpetrated
within the borders of our country and in the countries of our
region.

We Salute Your Sacrifices

The Frontline States of Southei’n Africa have. at a very high
cost. heroically resisted the wanton acts of aggressi on and
destabilisation perpetrated by the apattheid regi ne. On behal f
of our people. we salute themfor their inval uable support.
Angol a. Mozanbi que. Zanbi a. Zi nbabwe. Bot swana.

together with the rest of the states of southern Africa. re-
quire the support Ofthe international community. for the war
will not be won and peace in our region will not reign unti
South Africa is transformed into a denocratic country.

The African National Congress takes this opportunity to

sal ute the people of Palestine under the | eadership of the
PLO. whose struggl es and enornous sacrifices have open-

ed up vast opportunities for the victory of their cause. The
deci sion Ofthe Pal estinian National Council to proclaimthe

i ndependent state of Pal estine constitutes an inportant con-
tribution to the establishnent of ajust and durable peace in
the Mddle East. On behalf of the struggling masses of our
country. the ANC hereby reaffirnms its recognition of the in-
dependent state of Palestine. W express our full support for
the initiative to convene an international conference, with
the full participation of the PLO to find a just solution to
the conflict in that region

On the very first day of this year the people of Cuba

cel ebrated the 30th anniversary of their revolution , one

of the nost decisive events of this century. The ANC once
nore warnly congratul ates the Communi st Party. the

government and the people of Cuba on this historic occa-
sion. The bonds of solidarity and friendship between the
peoples of this great internationalist island and Qur region
are cenented in blood. and no force on earth can reverse
this reality. We hail the Cuban people and w sh them ever
greater victories in their efforts to strengthen and advance
their socialist society.

We al so express our solidarity with the peoples of the

Sahar aoui Arab Denocratic Republic. under the | eadership

of the Polisario Front. and urge the speedi est resolution of



the conflict in the area. in accordance with the initiatives of
the QAU and the UN. The struggles for peace and the bet-
ternment of |ife waged el sewhere on our gl obe are our strug-
gles and we shall ourselves contribute what we can to en-
sure happi ness and prosperity for all humanity.

The extraordi nary catastrophe that has befallen the Soviet
people as a result of the earthquake in Arnenia is a matter
that continues to cause great pain to ourselves and all those
throughout the world who value life. We reiterate our con-

dol ences to the fraternal people of the Soviet Union, as well
as the famlies of the deceased and the injured. and are con-
fident that this great country will soon recover fromthe
ravages brought about by this enornous cal amity.

The Chal | enges Ahead

Conpatri ot s:

The period ahead poses nmany great challenges to all of us
_singly and collectively , precisely because it contains
within it the seeds for najor advances. This issue of a new
political order has been placed on the agenda. This reality
constitutes a tribute to the historic struggles we have waged
throughout the Decade of Liberation. It indicates the extent
to which we have succeeded in shifting the bal ance of forces
in our favour.

We nust take advantage of this situation and intensify our

of fensi ve for peoples power. As we observe the 40th an-

ni versary of the adoption of the epoeh-naking 1949 Pro-
gramme of Action. let the spirit of defiance characterise our
mass actions for the transfer of power to the people.
Accordingly. the National Executive Commttee of the

African National Congress declares 1989 the Year of Mss
Action for Peoples Power. Let this last year of the decade

be marked by unprecedented mass action for an end to the
apartheid system for the creation of a united. non-racial and
denocratic South Africa.

Forward to Mass Action

for Peopl ets Power!

Victory is Certain

Amandl a! Mat | a!
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THE FREEDOM CHARTER

We. the People of South Africa, declare for all our country and the world to know

that South Africa belongs to all who live in it, black and white,

and that no government can justly elaimauthority unless it is based on the will of all t

he peopl €;

that our people have been robbed of their birthright to land, liberty and peace
by a form of governnment founded on injustice and inequality;

that our country will never be prosperous or free

until all our people live in brotherhood, enjoying equal rights and opportunities;

that only a denocratic state, based on the will of all the people, can secure to all the
r birthright

wi t hout distinction of colour, race, sex or belief;

And therefore, we, the people of South Africa, black and white together - equals, country
men and brothers _

adopt this Freedom Charter. And we pl edge ourselves to strive together

sparing neither strength nor courage, until the denocratic changes here set out have been
won.

THE PEOPLE SHALL GOVERN

liter) II1tlIlIl zintl tnrntin xhull hate the right to vote tor lelti to stand as
u eztnthtlitite I'nr tIll hotltex ithieh nmtke |am
Al penple shall he entitled tn lith part Il the tithnimktrtitm tilt the

eotrntr). The rightx m the people xhull he the urine regardless 0i ruee.
col our Ot um

Al'l bodies of imnrity rule. iltIHMI1’) hourtlmenuneilx untl authorities
xhul'l he |"CplthCd h) tietnnerutre organs G xell |l gmernment.

ALL NATI ONAL GROUPS SHALL HAVE EQUAL RI GHTS!

Thel e xhull he equztl xtutus IlIl the Inliex at state. in the enunx und in
the xehtm x Int J" nutmmtil groups and raieex;

Al'l people xhull haxe equal right to use their own |anguages. 11nd tn
tletelnp their mn folk eulture LIIIti eustuns:

Al'l national group: xhull he pl"UCdCti h) lamztgtiinst inxultx to their
ruee and national pride:

The preaching tintl pruetiee OT nztttontil. ruee or colour disertnnzitm
11nd emtenpt xhzill he at lel TINTIil hTC erine;
Al :tpurtheul lznmx untl pruetieex shall he xet usitle.

THE PEOPLE SHALL SHARE

I N THE COUNTRYS WEALTH!

The national wealth nl’ nur Ctltllill’). the heritage Ot South At’'rieunx.
xhul I he textured tO the people:

The mi neral wealth heneuth the mle the bunks and nmunupnl) industr)
xhatll he trunxterred o the tmmerxhip Mthe people as a whole: A

tither induxtr) and trade shull he enntrnlled to tmi st the well-heing of

the penpl e;
Al'l people xhull linme equal rtglitx to trade where the) ehtnse. o
munut ' ueture tllld to enter till trudese erults IlI1tl professinnx.

THE LAND SHALL BE SHARED

AMONG THOSE WHO WORK | T!

Restrrettnnx tit hintl tmmership on u rueiul hzisix xhull he ended. and kil
the land 1" Gt TH dCLT ttnungxt thuse xxhu xnrk Il In huntxh |’ ume und
[untl hunger:

The NIlllc shaill help the peuxunts Wth tnplementx. hCCLTA trueturx untl

tlumk tn xzn e the wil illlti tixxist the tillers; FreedomH mrenent xhstl

he guaranteed to LIl Vthn wiilx on the |and:

Al xhull lime the rrght tn ueeup) hind vtherex'er they dlthc

Peopl e xhull not he rnhhetl 01 their k’kllilt't Ililti Inreed lzihottr atntl t’zirm
pnwnx xhzill he zthtiltxhed

ALL SHALL BE EQ.’ AL BEFORE THE LAW

Nt H ne xhull he ttnprixnnetl. dephrted Ill rextrtetetl ttithnut ti latir trtul;
Nurune xhtill he L’UIlticlllllcd h) the nrtlei til tin) (internment ni’'l’ietul:
"lihe (tILI1"h xhull he leprexentutne UT till the people:

[1tipriwtinent xhztll he Hnl) lur xeitutts erimex tiettittst the pthTL' . thitl
hililli tumLIl I"GL tILICZITTUL nut xengeunee.

The pulit’e I'nree tutti urrrr) NIIlil he open to ill! m wun eqtiul hzixh tlllti

shall he the hel pen und proteettirx til the peuple:

Al 1LIVH nhieh dixerimmte m gnmuntlx (ti ruee. whiur Or heliel’ xhul

he repeal ed,

ALl, SHALL ENJOY EQUAL HUMAN RI GHTS

The 1th xhtill guarantee tn LI" their right to speak. tn U’'gllIIIINC. to neet
togetherx tn PIThilINTl. to preueh. tu umixhrp Il11tl tn Clllk ulc thetr
ehtltlren; The plIHC) til the honme Irmrr puliee rultlx xhull he prnteetetl
h) law; All xhull he tree In truxel nthout reslrretm trumenuntrpttle



tti ttanrtimprtmee tu pintneex und TI'tlII1l Suttth Al'rteti tthntid,;
Puss Laws, permits and all tither laws restricting these freedons shal
he tihnll xhetl.

THERE SHALL BE WORK AND SECURI TVY!

Al whn work shall be free tn formtrade unions. to eleet their officers
untl to nake wage agreenents with their enployers;

The state shall reeognmse the right and duty of all to work. and to draw
t’ull unenpl nynment benefits:

Men and wonen of all ruees xhull receive equal pay fur equal work:
There shall he u t’urty-hnur working week. u national m nimum wage,
pai d annual |eave. and sick leave fur all workers. and naternity | eave
on full pay fur all working nothers:

M nerx. dnnestie wnrkerm farmworkers and eivil servants shall have
the xanme rights us it" others who wurk; Child |abour. compound

| abour. the tut s) stemand enntruet |abour shall be abolished.

THE DOORS OF LEARNI NG

AND OF CULTURE SHALL BE OPENED

The governnent xhull disenmere devel op and encourage national talent
tor the enhancenent UT uur cultural life:

Al the cultural treasures of mankind shall he open It) all. by free
exehange OT hooks. ideas and enntaet nth other |ands:

The aimnli education shall he to teueh the youth to I ne their people
and their eulture. to honour human brotherhood. liberty and peace:
Education shall he tree. eunpulwy. universal and equal for al
children: Higher edueatinn and teehmeal training shall be opened to al
by means of state zilltnmanees and schol arshi ps awarded on the basis of

merit: Adult illiterue) shall he ended h) u nuss state education plan
Teachers shall have all the rights of other citizens:

The enluur bar in cultural life. in sport Lind in education shall be
abol i shed.

THERE SHALL BE HOUSES, SECURI TY AND COMFORT!

Al people .xhztll hLIVC the right tn |live where the) ehome. he decently
housed. and t0 bring up their tamlies in eunt’urt and security;

Unused hnusi ng .xpuee to he nade avail able to the people: cht and

priees xhull he |Iowered. lend plentiful tind no-nne shall go hungry;

A prerentne health schenme shall he run h) the state;

Free mediezt|l eure untl hospitalisation shall he prmided for all. with
speetttl cure linr nothers and young ehil dren

Sluns . xhull he denolished, and new xuhurhs huilt where all have

trunxpurt. roads. lighting pluyng fieldx. ereehes zintl weiul centres:
The aged. the orphans. the thmhletl :111d the NICK shall he eared for by
the stale;

Reste leisure and reeretilinn shall he the right O all

lieneetl |ocations and ghettuea .xhttll he abolished. rind | ans whi ch break

up t'umlies shall he repeal ed.

THERE SHALL BE PEACE AND FRI ENDSHI P

South Al'rrezi shall he ti lully Independent xtaite. whieh respects the

ri ghts and suvereignty of all nations:

South Al'rieti shall strive to maintain world peuee and the settlenent of

gill international disputes by negotiation & not war;

PCHCC and friendship tinungxt all our peuple shall he secured by

[1phUitllllg the equal rights, nppnrtunties and status of all

The people 01" the pnteethrutes K Baisutol and. Beehuunul und and

SwWd/liillltl i xhull he free to tleeide tor themselves their own future

The right ol’ull the peuples of Africa to intlependenee tind seltL-gtivernnient
shal | he reengni sedt 11nd shall he the basis of close eti-operution

Let all who love their people and their country now say, as we say here:

t THESE FREEDOVS WE W LL FI GHT FOR, SIDE BY SIDE, THROUGHOUT OUR LI VES

UNTI L WE HAVE WON CUR LI BERTYi

adopted at the (T(Illurcyh of the Peuplet Klipltm. South Africa, on thh June. |955



