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MEMORANDUM ON THE AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
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CONFIDENTIAL
e e e e e e e e e e - ' | Cedric Mayson.

March 1986.
The recent publication of the Kairos Document in Jahannesbufgﬁmakes it
possible and -necessary for the Airican National Congress to take an
entirely new look at the crucial question of the role of Christianity in
our liberation struggle. In other spheres,such as political, economic,
and educational,we have always advocated a revolutionary struggle to

transform the present motives and structures on the initiative of our
people. " We have not done this in regard to religion hitherto, but the
Kairos Document now makes it feasible and essential for the ANC to espouse

a truly revolutionary role in thae v8liZiRHE F15+4:

Thiz iz the subject of this memorandum.

1, The religious nature of our people.

Our people are religious by nature :so-called African, Coloured,Asian and
Vhite people adhere to one of the major religions of the world, or- to one of
_the many 'independent African Churches' or to traditional beliefs. The
focus of this religious part of our nature in terms of the struggle has
 sometimes been difficult where the religioms have been in n&ed of

. liberation themselves.

Those with open religious affiliations have been forced to take part in
unsatisfactory religious concerns;many who have found their inmner religious
yearnings unsatisfied by the churches have simply become lapsed

Christians;and many comrades have become agnostic, and attempted to satisfy
the psychological,cultural,and transcendentaJ demands of their nature by

other non-religious interests.
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Vhat we required was a faith fully in tune with the revolution. When the
religious yearnings of people are either prostituted or unrealised, 1it
produces an inherent weakness in the struggling masses. The importance of
this for the struggle can be recognised even by pecple who have no sense of
such a need for themselﬁes. Because most of our people are religious,a

relevant faith is vital for the struggle.

2. The historical background of the Churches and the ANC.
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Christian individuals have played a prominent role in the ANC from its
inception,and still do,but the role of the churches has been ambivalent.
Many comrades have correctly taken a critical stance towards the churches
on the grounds of their belief (incomprehensible, irrelevant, immaterial) and
their structures(authoritarian,capitalistic,appeasing, supportive of the

system).

Church leadership by the nature of its selection procedures has tended to
exemplify these criticisms in its personel,and has thus been susceptible to
the oppressors propaganda( where it did not instigate it) It has been

increasingly 'anti-apartheid',but it has not been 'pro-liberatiqn
struggle', and thus not supportive of the ANC.,

Comrades have been reluctant to voice their concerns and criticisms of the
churches openly because they did not wish to alienate possible allies,and
because they did not know enough about the church to be effective. Our
attitude to the churches has thus been quite different from our attitude to
the other structures in our society : we have tried to wooO hem in a half

hearted fashion, instead of expecting them to be revolutionised.

In fact, a revolution was going on inside the church but most people knew
little about it.
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It is necessary to differentiate between theology (christian beliei) and

~the church(the structures of the religious denominations).

The beliefs about living originating in Jesus from the woodworkers home 1n
Nazareth.were taken up by his first followers who instituted the early
communistic models of the New Testament in about AD 30-40.The movement
spread rapidly,and in the third century the'church'was hijacked by the
Roman Emperor Constantine who put down the foundations of the religious
trans-nationals of today. At many times these church structures have
bourne little relationship to the theology behind the beliefs of Jesus.

There have been constant conflicts between 'the kings and priests' (who
usually supported the status quo) and the 'prophets' (who reminted the
theology for every age, usually working with the people).

Church leaders have repeatedly claimed the right to define what people
should believe,and to use this control to promote the church structures, but

this has been resisted ,and the subsequent controversies are a matter of
history,to which the differing denominations bear witness.

This conflict persists,and it is important for our struggle that we
recognise it,because it is quite possible for Christian theology to play a
positive role in liberation even whilst the upholders of church gtructures
maintain the status quo. The church structures are the religious parts of
our society which need liberating with everything else bt radical
Christian belief is a source of liberation.

4. The Revolution in what Christians believe

Modern theology (like modern science,politics,education etc) has
revolutionised traditional belief. Ideas about God, the understanding of
Scripture, the practice of churches, the rela&}nnahip between religion and
politics,and the relevance of theology to the liberation struggle, have

changed out of all recognition in the past generatinn.Thenlogy no longer
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has a denominational base : radical Christians from all backgrounds agree
on the fundamental precepts of modern theology, particularly when they are
engaged in a common liberation struggle as we are . Christians in our

struggle do not think competitively as Methodists v. Anglicans,or Catholics
v.Protestants or Reforméd : they think as Christiamns. -

Most of the concepts of Christianity which people criticise ( particularly
in radical political circles) are hangovers from the 19th century which
most theologians threw away years ago. This modern theologfhmust be made
availébie to.and through the ANC if our Movement is to be abregst of the

times.

. Relation of Christianity and Marxism.

This is nowhere more apparent than in the relatienships between
Christianity and Marxism. The historical conflict was occasioned first by
the identification of the Church structures with oppressive capitalist
society,and authoritarian elitism; and secondly, with the rejection by Marx
of 19th century concepts of deity. Both of these areas have been totally
decimated by modern theology,and millions of Christians today find no
difficulty in relating positively to both Jesus and Marx.

This notion is still anathema at home for three reasons:because it is
dangerous in the face of government attitudes;because many church leaders
(black and white) see Marxism as a u5urpation_of their autocratic
control;and because many Christians are still deeply oppressed by the forms

- of western Christianity which equate this with anti-communi&t paranoia.

But none of this should deter us from presenting a true liberated position
in which we recognise that Christians,Marxists, and Christian Marxists all

have a legitimate role in our common struggle.

6. Significance of the Kairos Document.
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6.1. For the struggle. The Kairos Document arose out of consultations

amongst people deeply involved in the day to day struggle against the
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system some of whom had the skills to express these beliefs in theological
language. In its critique of State Theology and Church Theology,and its
promotion of Prophetic Theology with a Call to Action,the Kairos Document
is giving us for the first time a positive theology of the liberation

struggle ( rather than a negative anti-apartheid statement).

It has had a profound effect at home, where 25,000 copies are now in
circulation and six translations in hand,,not least because it 1s giving a
genuine people platform for the theological revolution which e implicit in
our struggle.. It is encouraging and enabling our people to spell out their
fundamental religious awareness within the liberation struggle in positive
and accurate terms. The dichotomy between religious belief and liberation

commitment is replaced by a strong integration which is of profound

importance.

6.2. For theology. The content of the document has become and will
increasingly be seen as a crucial analytical tool,in which a modern

contextual theology is soundly rooted in and rises from the South African
people.

6.3. For the Churches. Subtitled ° Challengelto the Church', the document
is 'not merely a challenge to what the churches do and say, but to what they
are. It challenges the nature of the church structures, and how they can
fulfill a positive Christian role in the liberation struggle.
Inevitably,this carries the struggle to the heart of the churches, most of
Whoﬁ are now in general theoretical agreement with it,and have already set

up commissions to examine their own role and reaction. o

6.4, For the World. If the authors were surprised by the wideness of the

reaction at home, they were totally unprepared for the world-wide reponse
to the document, which has been reprinted constantly and is the subject of
intense study in Europe,North and South America,and to a lesser extent in

Africa, It is recngnised throughout the western world that these crucial

new insights are 'setting the Christian'agegga for the rest of this

century’'.
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The absence of the approach taken by the Kairos Group is a major factor
behind some of the difficulties experienced in our sister countries in
Africa since their independence,and its promotion within those countries is
important to our future development as well as their own. A positive faith
and positive new forms of church are necessary facets of a liberated

country and continent.

1 ANC response.

‘--_—_'—_——--____-l--—

An ANC .response is necessary for the sake of the struggle and for the
Movement, and it is important that this response should NOT be in the sense
of a superior judgment made against a competing group. The Kairos Document

is not an official statement from the Churches, but an initiative by an

independent group, most of whom are our own people,with an enormous and

constantly growing support group back home.

In setting up any group to consider the matter it would seem desirable to -

include:

1. Some who are in full understanding of and empathise with our comrades in
the KAIROS Group in Johannesburg.

2. -Some representation of the traditional ANC approach to the church
crganisgtions. -

3. Somexpeople from other religions ,and some professed atheists to keep
everyone's%on the ground! |

4. I believe that a small group of this nature should be sefwup as soon as
possible to examine the question of Christianity,Religion and the
liberation struggle, now that the Kairos Document has given us a base for a
revolutionary consideration of this area;and that the group should be
expected to come up with a suggestion for a small in-depth consultation to
- be held later this year at which a few key individuals presently working in
different countries would need to meet together..lt would be desirable for.

the whole question to be considered confidenggal until we know where we
are,
ENDS.
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SUMMARY HISTORY

MEC initially included "notables" like Tutu, Manas Buthulezi,
Firoshaw Camay, Emmsa Mashanini, Eehla Mihembu, Nevilles Als andar
saths Coopasr, Jos Variava, Frank van der HOrst, Set un on Azzcoe
innitiative, CAL joins as important NFC partner

First meeting: June 53¢ 200 delaegates, Cosas and Sazwy later
reject NFC claims that thev had sent COSErvers, sayving FE0ole hasd
doNE 1IN pErsonal capacities, Produced Azasnian ENLITeEsto,
second meeting: April 24 On Nkomati, said Mozambican leaders

WS “tﬁmls of imperizalism".
hird mesting: Tuly =4, Adopted Manifesto, Much Farticipation
from Azasm,
Fourth mesting: 250 recple, claimed credit for anti-slsction
campailgn, Discussed "Isolate the traitors® Campaign Tor 19285 with
aim of making state insitutions unworkabla® Laccording to Nassim
Dollie, 1326£:270), Committes of notables abolished, and new
Citee elscted: Coopsr as nationsl convenar, Mandla Nikosi as co-
Convenear, and sscretary Lusiba ML 1ok

Fifith mesting (callsd the third NF) in April S8 1200 PEmE -
Cooper, Thems: "Nationzl Comvantion - Froblem o =2lution", Much
Mostility from floor +- UOF . EBadly Srganissd, SrouDs ait tending:
Azactu, Azasm, AzZanyuw, CAL, Azzspo and _ﬁhurz,

volilie C(ibid: 2720 claims that MFE 1z not an organisatio TEsnl e
some memoers calling for it to become = national liberation
front,  However, Cooper says thers iz s mrogramme of action for ;
NECTor 1986

FOLICY QUESTIONS
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C. Delegates at March 26 NF criticised leaders for ME falling
Deind other organisations, Cooper said in responss that 3
programme of action with community involvemsnt was planned for
£ - T R O R L B

b, April 'S8 meeting decided to open London office
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of the 0AU.
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<2, Call for consumer and worksr action from 1 to 4 May, From
S8 reports (possibly refecting ambiguity at NF) it is
difficult to see if the aim was for thiis acti

DUt would actually take place in Junes 16 Lo Z2E

Whatever, ths action was to inc 1
labour, rent, education, investment to “"give th
1

= ) 1
the opportunity", Called "active engagement”, the plan was to
nave labour, rent angd sducation Coyveotts, intensification of
disinvestment campaign and moratorium e sporis and social
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%, Cooper said that NF would have have. its consumer boveoott
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caiimaign only artter "full and free discussion with members of &k

— - "= e T | g . s bt -_— y e - - — - ! : s
Community has taken place, whereby eliminating the emergence of
faceless committess who have ne mandats from the community, (Cit
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2ffiliates at a non-puiblic and shortilved Lawel

NE Ras hit out at "imposition of consumer boycoiis by Ttace
committees! without prior consultatlon, Trhis creatsd hardnhisp
caused by elements "who enforce the boycoiit in an undemod rati
mannsr =zid 2 resoclution 2t the Sporil S Durdan 7orum
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CURRENT LEADERZHIF:

500 delegates at annual congress in Durban Dec 1925 sleciad
Cooper as president, Dep pres: Neos1 Molala,Cape vice—pres,
Mouvissli Mahlathi: Tvl vice-pres: Dan Habedl, viCe—pres

: i ion?: Lvybon Mabasa; v-pres {financel} HaroonNn
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= S2C GEords Wauchope, puulltlﬁ” sec Muntu My
izser: Flhambilika Ntloko; projecis C
Zithulels U Ishmasl Mihabela defezatsed for two posi
et elected to central cttes, Thems of congress: Forward Lo
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Cooper criticised for setting up ElEo Foundation without mandate,

Saths Cooper has described SA as a "situwation of internal
coleonisation”, but goes on to revive BC's old style
identification of race and class, (This is unlike some oiher
Grzaoo figures who have acknowledgsd that the two ars not
identical . For Coopsr, the "ruling class" = whites, iR gl=
exploited group, the have-nots are the blacks, (Nambian,
14 2 =2t |
Despite his misuss of Marxist concepis In this, he dogs Uuse Some
other Marxist concepis, in & more conventional way: 23.
t“jnpterventionist strategiss employed by imperialisis 1o ensurs
th& embourgecisification of sections of the black pesople’,

"eommmiting class suicide® C(ibid,), The "thesis 1s winiis raclism
A tencdency to use concepts and words in a strange way 1S = LS
avident in Cooper's remarks that the NF call for appropriate
action to mark May Day and June 16, was not a call for a DoyootLtL
or stayway, Rather it was a "withdrawal of support for he
system in education, labour and sporis sphares through consumar
action® . WM17 . 4.85 Nonetheless, he still maintains that "f1or the
biack people of my country there is very very little mystery
about black consciocwusness" (Mambian, 14,.2,900,
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2, wWhniitss must =fferct “hange In whnlte communitiss (DN 3,3, 28
O, Socialist chanos: must be gJradual and controlisd,
CONCENTTrating on monoooly s2ctors, No inmsdiats Nationalisztion
- I! — — . T - -y — JEmE -b.! = A A - "_ﬂ. 1—— - .—-
Cibidy We oresent a2 trus sor lalist opption for the mi—Dulul - 8.
1= convenlent for the government to allow only anit-apartheid
JroUDs o D2 heard and ot FTOUDRS such &s ouwrs', Cooper — =Tl i
Crying out Tor leadsrshipo, and Jetting duped by “"petiy DoUrgEois
charlatans MaESJQuUEerading as supoossd revolutionariss".

ek TT'-::U_!;‘ LNion IS ars not 'i"'l""\f"“if..r!-.- '*ﬁ*‘tl“}" {:HEET‘}:::' - l::ljz:ip&)"_ l_h"}i:::}"[f_"—;
should be indecendent and exlusive of middle clzass interests

g3, NMatioconsl cmnvgn+1nn' Urlv Buthelezi, Hendrickes and Rajbansi
1: L )

support this "anachronistic demandg" - Luaiba Ntlioko, Raj
! s of negotiation, SUpport war of liberation where s

Poiitic T
victory "powsr will have to be +1nn5TerHd 1o the working Class,

ScLherwise they will simply seize it!

Qﬂﬁt 1ibE?P&tiﬁﬂ: a0 1 muim d&maﬂracy, IBEn Eﬂﬂlﬁgﬁ
28 and information, z mUlti—party socialist
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2, Doraine & Slabbert resignation:

Soheer opportunism” according to Coocper,  For vears ihey havs
ceen giving a racist parliament Credibillity and "whesther they
voted against it, they must SCCept Some responsibility for
inigquitous laws", '

o, Consumer boyooti: Flaw is that you are appealing to the {(non-
2xistent) conscience of the ruling class, Also consumsr boveotis
MmUst B2 time-bound and national, Probiem when people forced to
“UY 1n township from councillors as the ooyoott then dossn't
2TT2CT the sell-outs

. Cosatu, object to urdemccratic imposition of politicsd
Programnnes on unions

g, Mandsla: Has = Major role o play. out nn INQivigualiwili
transform the country, Cooper hopes Mandels will TEMETISE 25
National figure of rEConstruction and unity, and that Fe won's
lapss into any sectarianism, If ke lapses into thumping =
s2ctarian dream, it will Gniy acd to the tensions and conflict
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ex1isting, (DD 2,2 .268)
. swa-Natal: a ruling clace =1 By Inbkaties = = o o
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r, Did not attend NECC conferencse, but endoarsasd JeClisions
wars In line with Azam;o siraisgises, Latar neld 4 mestings
to brisef followsrs on the conference and "Popularize the

decisions of the Nationsl Consultative Commlttea" - pMuos—s
(10,1 ,2868) '

IngErorint regquirement znd TSo—callad
ked to oroduce their id bBook more often than o
ribune 16,2 253

reform': now Ceing impossd on ev
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“hat It was the force o7 the sarl:s Jols, but savs it MEs now
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Freaked, Feoples want = Viabhls alternative, not JUST an anti-
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=isiEd oY thi2 materiad Conditions which cDtain in the Coumtry”
- £ acdd = ase. AN e 2 . is .. e £ s 1 1 £ i
LRY 8ls50 rejsct the lzaaﬁﬁtlun, et sducation” slogan,
{ == — 1™ - o 3 vt Y 7 gty e - ol e o e - : " : :
-De Y Delisves Botk SToURs have a right o = LE3T and sxDress
" —= - — I-I - p e v — e — — '~ : g H
Viaews asrd tends the hand of friendship to UDFE® , M2 callsd
VDF at Dec Azaoo conmreace 4o "Ioim wid = - 3 -
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onily way forward o & Sotialist AZania", “"UDF Mave & very
leaitimate et = = =4 : :
fEGitimais role in the Community's SLTruggle against apartheid
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We shiould word together, Our demor 15 wWide ooen withogt Y
CoNaitions attached”
i s"n":"w-'-'-ll"‘ i‘n Ig!i:-i:*; T th-:a 'E v e I T-i]_ el 1 = oo U j G o - 1 : ™ = —
L - — - - — »" “osn ——— g I -y o M, 'il};"j 1 :'i _‘_11 ola f-‘ , 58 !-!}-ii — l i: T- ll-!:r: t'uinE;:}ﬁ
— » . 4 5 ¥ i N ' ALY . = 2 r . . .
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Cooper went to Nambia in Feb to SOOTEEE Twanu and Namibis

Education Forum

e gen of Swanu, Vekuyii RUkors, was guest spezb e =21 AZapo

congrass 1n Dec =1
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i, Been trying to launch Borden Dranch in Ginsher: TowWnNshio

(hingwilliamstown?) though many mesting Dans, and detention of

Ginsberg exec, Claim of =0 Dranches nationwide (DD 12 2 S£3 — -
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“force to be reckoned with! - Coooar

L,2owsto branch warns thugs harrassing and roDing people in the

name of "student-compradass®
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LEADERS: Carter 22leke, Cunningham Ngarana, Mapule Makwels,
Justice Lebes
ACTIVITY:
=, In E Cape, it brobs away Trom Azaoco with Rawv Ebensrar Maoins
WwheEn he was expelled by Azapo nationsl] leadership, Magina has no
STTicial position in AZanyu, but hslos znd advises them, Azanvyu,
Like hmiim, claim that Azspo Fas Ccetrayved Africanism by wantinag a _
aonTraclial solution, (Sowetan, 17 . 2,880




