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The recent publication of the Kairos Document in Johannesburgsmakes it

possibre andvneoessary for the African National Congress to take an

entirely new look at the crucial question of the role of Christianity in

our liberation struggle. In other spheres,such as political, economic,

and educationa1.we have always advocated a revolutionary struggle to

transform the present motives and structures on the initiative of our

people. ‘ We have not done this in regard to religion hitherto,but the

Kairos Document now makes it feasible and essential for the ANC to espouse

a truly revolutionary role in tha $fi11§$RHfi §$fi}§:

This is the subject of this memorandum.

1. The religious nature of our people.

Our people are religious by nature :so-called African; Coloured,Aeian and

White people adhere to one of the major religions of the world,or.to one of

rthe many '1ndependent African Churches' or to traditional beliefs. The

focus of this religious part of our nature in terms of the struggle has

sometimes been difficult where the religions haVe been in need of

liberation themselves.

Those with open religious affiliations have been forced to take part in

unsatisfactory religious concerns;many who have found their inner religious

yearnings unsatisfied by the churches have simply become lapsed

Christians;and many comrades have become agnostic. and attempted to satisfy

the psychologica1,cu1tura1,and transcendental demands of their nature by

other non-religious interests.

 
 



 

 

.Vhat we required was a faith fully in tune with the revolution.> When the

religious yearnings of people are either prostituted or unrealised, it

produces an inherent weakness in the struggling masses. The importance of

this for the struggle can be recognised even by people who have no sense of

such a need for themselnes. Because most of our people are religious,a

relevant faith is vital for the struggle.

2. The historical background of the Churches and the ANC.

Christian individuals have played a prominent role in the ANC {run its

inoeption,and still do,but the role of the churches has been ambivalent.

Many comrades have correctly taken a critical stance towards the churches

on the grounds of their belief<incomprehensible.1rre1evant.immater1a1) and

their structures(authoritarian.capitalistic,appeasing. supportive of the

system).

Church leadership by the nature of its selection procedures has tended to

exemplify these criticisms in its persone1,and has thus been susceptible to

the oppreseors propaganda< where it did not instigate it) It has been

increasingly 'anti-apartheid'.but it has not been 'pro-liberatiqn

struggle', and thus not supportive of the ANCh

Comrades have been reluctant to voice their concerns and criticisms of the

churches openly because they did not wish to alienate possible allies,and

because they did not know enough about the church to be effective. Our

attitude to the churches has thus been quite different from our attitude to

the other structures in our society : we have tried to woo them in a half

hearted fashion,1nstead of expecting them to be revolutionised.

In fact, a revolution was going on inside the church but most people knew

little about it.

 



 

 

It is necessary to differentiate between theology (christian belief) and

rthe church(the structures of the religious denominations).

The beliefs about living originating in Jesus from the woodworkers home in

Nazareth.were taken up by his first followers who instituted the early

communistic models of the New Testament in about AD 30-40.The movement

spread rapidly,and in the third century the'church'was hijaoksd by the

Roman Emperon Constantine who put down the foundations of the {eligious

trans-nationals of today. At many times these church structures have

bourne little relationship to the theology behind the beliefs of Jesus.

There have been constant conflicts between 'the kings and priests' (who

usually supported the status quo) and the ‘prophets'(who reminted the

theology for every age, usually working with the people).

Church leaders have repeatedly claimed the right to define what people

should believe,and to use this control to promote the church structures,but

this has been resisted ,and the subsequent controversies are a matter of

history.to which the differing denominations bear witness.

This conflict persists,and it is important for our struggle that we

recognise it,because it is quite possible for Christian theolog¥_to play a

positive role in liberation even whilst the upholders of church structures

maintain the status quo. The church structures are the religious parts of

our society which need liberating with everything else bat radical

Christian belief is a source of liberation.

4. The Revolution in what Christians believe

Modern theology (like modern science.politics,education etc) has

revolutionised traditional belief. Ideas about God,the understanding of

Scripture,the practice of churches,the relagionship between religion and

politics,and the relevance of theology to the liberation struggle,have

changed out of all recognition in the past generation.Theology no longer
\

 
 



 

 

has a denominational base‘: radical Christians from all backgrounds agree

on the fundamental precepts of modern theology.particu1arly when they are

engaged in a common liberation struggle as we are . Christians in our

struggle do not think competitively as Methodists v. Anglicans.or Catholics

v.Protestants or Reformed : they think as Christians.

Most of the concepts of Christianity which people criticise ( particularly

in radical political circles) are hangovers from the 19th century which

most theologians threw away years ago. This modern theologf must be made

available tovand through the ARC if our Movement is to be abreast of the

times.

5. Relation of Christianity and Marxism.

This is nowhere more apparent than in the relationships between

Christianity and Marxism. The historical conflict was occasioned first by

the identification of the Church structures with oppressive capitalist

society.and authoritarian elitism; and secondly. with the rejection by Marx

of 19th century concepts of deity. Both of these areas have been totally

decimated by modern theology,and millions of Christians today find no

difficulty in relating positively to both Jesus and Marx.

This notion is still anathema at home for three reasonszbecause it is

dangerous in the face of government attitudes;because many church leaders

(black and white) see Marxism as a usurpation of their autocratic

controlzand because many Christians are still deeply oppressed by the forms

of western Christianity which equate this with anti-communigt paranoia.

But-none of this should deter us from presenting a true liberated position

in which we recognise that Christians,Marxists. and Christian Marxists all

have a legitimate role in our common struggle.

6. Significance of the Kairos Document.

6.1. For the struggle. The Kairos Document arose out of consultations

amongst people deeply involved in the day to day struggle against the

 
 



 

 

 

" ‘4. .thmW-mw . . ._

!
I

system some of whom had the skills to express these beliefs in theological

language. In its critique of State Theology and Church Theology.and its

promotion of Prophetic Theology with a Call to Action.the Kairos Document

is giving us for the first time a positive theology of the liberation

struggle ( rather than 5 negative anti-apartheid statement).

It has had a profound effect at home. where 25,000 copies are now in

circulation and six translations in hand.,not least because it is giving a

genuine people platform for the theological revolution which‘fis implicit in

our struggle" It is encouraging and enabling our people to spell out their

fundamental religious awareness within the liberation struggle in positive

and accurate terms. The dichotomy between religious belief and liberation

commitment is replaced by a strong integration which is of profound

importance.

6.2. For theology. The content of the document has become and will

increasingly be seen as a crucial analytical tcol,in which a modern

contextual theology is soundly rooted in and rises from the South African

people.

6.3. For the Churches. Subtitled ' Challenge to the Church'. the document

is not merely a challenge to what the churches do and say. but to what they

are. It challenges the nature of the church structures, and how they can

fulfill a positive Christian role in the liberation struggle.

Inevitably.this carries the struggle to the heart of the churches, most of

whom are now in general theoretical agreement with it,and have already set

up commissions to examine their own role and reaction. ’

6.4. For the World. If the authors were surprised by the wideness of the

reaction at home, they were totally unprepared for the world—wide reponse

to the document. which has been reprinted constantly and is the subject of

intense study in Europe,North and South America,and to a lesser extent in

Africa. It is recognised throughout the western world that these crucialr

new insights are 'setting the Christian agenga for the rest of this

century'.
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The absence of the approach taken by the Kairos Group is a major factor

behind some of the difficulties experienced in our sister countries in

Africa since their independence.and its promotion within those countries is

important to our future development as well as their own. A positive faith

and positive new forms of church are necessary facets of a liberated

country and continent.

7. ARC response.

__________________ ~'s

An ANC.response is necessary for the sake of the struggle and for the

Movement, and it is important that this response should NOT be in the sense

of a superior Judgment made against a competing group. The Kairos Document

is not an official statement from the Churches. but an initiative by an

independent group,mQst_Qi_thnLaze_Qun_an_penple.with an enormous and

constantly growing support group back home.

In setting up any group to consider the matter it would seem desirable to .

include:

1. Some who are in full understanding of and empathise with our comrades in

the KAIROS Group in Johannesburg.

2.-Some representation of the traditional ANC approach to the church

organisations.

3. Some people from other religions .and some professed atheists to keep

everyone'sfon the ground? V

4. I believe that a small group of this nature should be set’up as soon as

possible to examine the question of Christianity,Religion and the

liberation struggle, now that the Kairos Document has given us a base for a

revolutionary consideration of this area3and that the group should be

expected to come up with a suggestion for a small in-depth consultation to

be held later this year at which a few key individuals presently working in

different countries would need to meet together. It would be desirable for.

the whole question to be considered confidential until we know where we

are.

ENDS.

 
 



 

Brieéing July/i

NF/AZAPD

_ - Political Committee

, London, July 1956
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