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Repnort on 3enelux Countrics - dy G. liotsSepe

The nolitical situation:  in my area 18 casract zcd Dy the
zencoral  erisis ol Cf-:"'lba.lla_“, razinz inflatvion, higgh vnemploymentd,
ciironic economic “booms® and “slumps®, This inimical state of
affeirs has tcnded to spavwn ne~ative and reactionary attivudes
amon:st the population who, decaived by the bourgeois imedia, blame
tlheir econouic »light on the misrant workers, and turn to backvara
clements for answers, csicciclly in 3elgiwe end Luxembourg, leaving
the US multinationals to continue their rutihless »lunder, hilst
in goenerel the ecohomic erisis in the 3enzlux countries 1s acute,
in Belziuwm it is wore pronowccdd fhe mOST interesting ‘point o
notz is thit in Belzium where the ruling class in collusion Wit
multinationsl corrorations have o vestad inter®t in Je.., 1t 1S
there also where the most vociferous support for the racist rejine
emanatecs frome ILikewisce in Luxecmbour<, In the 3 3ecnelux countrics

(Iiollend, Belzium and Iuxembourg) the so-cilled democr: tic Drocess
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of governuaont is no more than what has been 4dcscridc
circulation of thc elite's ITihdir governments COmME and zo0 &t the
dron of & hat, but the same bourgeoisie re.@in, coirprising & coalli-
tion of Social-Ddeuocrats, Christian Jdemocrats and con sreatlves

The cconoivic hardships experienced by the working class has been
comipounded by & nroliferction of political »artics: no less than 16
in Belciume. When it i3 considered how tiny these couantries are,
then the ~rovity of the situation can be aprreciated., -In all three
cowmrtrics, the church plays & dominant role: ovning its ovn media,
controllin~ trade wnions end uolitic..l parties, ovmin~ land,
industries end comnercicl enterurises, The Christbtian DemocCr..ts
constitute the main component in every coalition ;-*?;,ov::arnmon'th in “cne
Beneclux cowntries. 4s if the situstion is not confusing enough, in
Belgium, this confusion is worsc confoundzd by the national guestl
qu.Stion. This ;roblem, a - rav.ited by thc crisis of capitalism,
has already resulted in the collapse of tihrce governmen t:s since my
arrivel, i.e. in twelve months. Bven novw the crisis is decpening
with the present 3elgium coelition governmont teetering on t;lo brink
of collapse - the curroney lias becon devalued o0y 2%, incustial
action by the stcel workcers has errupted into violent clashes with
the wuthorities, the government is ruling by decrec with the aim of
haltineg the crisis. It is with this as a baclkzsround that we must
evaluate the scecial and solitical forces ringed zzainst us and those

WO are our actual and "OU"'-'-thl 2l allies. /2
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notivated by economic factors and the so-~called ‘boviev influence
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in Southern ifrieca’, In oelgium these ares:

i) leadin~ Porliamentarians belonzinzg to the 3elgo-d.ie Inter-

iy

Parliamentory Union, i.c. morc or less 40 Lls anc senators
helonsing to the ¥VV, Volksunie, CVP (Christian demos.) right
wingers and conservetives, c.”. Sen Jorisscn 000k on 56 4%
leading spokesman of the pro-apartheid lobby, Trof. Vlerick -
sconomist at Ghent University, member of Protea - pro o4
lobby — Director of Krediet Bank, one of the main danks which

doles out massive loans to i, UVI minisger,

ii) leading bankeis and industrialists, e.3. dirzctor of Upjohn
cornoration of US. is a member of Iroteca, & company wnica 1S

dumpinz Depo Frovere in S84 o be used in the fascist sterili-

zation campaigsm azainst our women., Iais aruz is banned in tae

US because of the deleterious ciirc cts it has had in american
womeil, .8, canccr. Most »f thei belong to the Delzo~ South
wsirican Chamder of Commerce, wiaich SElmulat&S trode betwean
the two countriecs. oeverzl comanics plunder tvine mincral
resources of both Namibia and 54, e.%. azfe Fevaert manufac-
tures photogranhic cquipment witihh silver foom Namibiag.,

A

3 medical axreccments Hetween 9. and Selziwn a&llovw leaclin
medical svecielists to zo to Bii, Fineal year mcedical stuaents
do their nouscmansiip there,
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SOUTH AFRIC.. ..ND TH= BIIGIAN POLITICAL CONTLEXT

Folitival Partics

In 3Belsium, we heve about 16 poliftical partic enresec ﬂtuﬂ in
Parliament: 8 in Flanders/Brussels and 8 in /alloan/brusuuls.

1

The most imvortant of them, in terms of thzir number, are the

Christian Democrats, the Social Democrats, the Conscrvatives and,
to & less cxtent, the rciional parties. The smeller political

nartics are the communists and the ecoloristS.

01 Hovember 1981, therc ver: elections for Parliament., The follove
ingﬁn;mﬁurs gsive a general vizw of the strongth of ths various

political parties as wcll as the rcletions withing cach rcgion.

Chamber of Farliamenterians (212) members)

Planders/Br +allonn/Br
CHRISTIAN DANOCR.TS 61 CVP 43 PSC 18
SOCTI.LL DAELOCRLAT 61 oP - 26 i e,
CONSELVLIIVES 9% PVV 208 FRL 24

D 1 Ut .2
REGION.LL PoRTIES 28 VU 2o ' FDR/R
COLL UNISTS 2 & - PO 2
MCOLOILTS LaaLdaV 2 LsCO0LO 2

e

IOllt;pul nartics and wouth frica

#first of all, it is cleer that so-called 'International roblems '
arc hardly discussed in Selziun s0litical lifes Foreign .ffalirs

was something for the Minister, so to sa&y. This passive attitude

o

ig in the wvery last rvears - under pressure

=

1s chenging SlowWlye
of the Flemish Social Democrats (S2) - that we start discussing

the Beigsian policy toviards Zaire and hobutu (although = former
colony). other international subjects can hardly reach tine point
of a 'broad social discussion'. It rew@ins by cuestions 1n
Parlicement. No single  political part;y has thus far nade a break-
point of an international jpolicy guestion. In this way, 1% becomeS
clcar that the troblem of racism and <parvieid is not a real noint

of discusdon in Belesium. The party election prosrammnes Go 1not
mention any measuras concorning South africa. Now and then they
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will condemn eparticid and the raecist resime, but in zcneral, 1%
reinains by tihosc statcimcntsS.

Conclusion: Until now, it is not wortiawhile for the Belgian

political partics ~ looking to thelir clectorate, as
they do -~ to have South frica on thelr pProgramne,
that mecns, to zo beyond their nice solidarity

statements. (contrary to the situation in Holland).

Political pertics and the (IO
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The ANC can fully rely on the comaunist parties (XKF and FC) and

the ccolozists (iLgalev end 5c0,0)s But the wroblem is that they

are -very small, never repros n-ca in tae covernnmcnt. On the othsr

hand, they arc important in th: locdl soliczrity vork.

The .NC can nartly rel:r on the socialist perties (SE and PS)e

iith them, the solidarity groups have also good expericnces, If
gusstions have to be raised in rarliament, the Ps are Tully
preparcd to cooperate (questions on the Selzian links with the
racistss trede relations, bank loans, arms deals/cmharcso violations,
cultural asrecment, etec.). But thae activities of thc socialist
parties are limited. Tlie example of the arms cmoargo vwill meke

Chat clagar:

0)

The Security council called on all states strictly end scru-

1

pulously to implemcnt thic embarzo rcsolution and cnact, as

0
approvriate, effective national lezislation for thaxt purposes
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slthouzh the only mandetory sanction asainst ~Louth -friea, tais

"~ od

resolution 418(1977) is not yet incorporated into 3elgian
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egislationes  Up to novw, ths sociazl demoerats did not vake up
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Belrsian lezislation is not in their prozracriC... 18 18 Wy
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The NG can partly rely on individuvals in the Christian Democrats
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and the rczional partics, surcly not on thesc parties themsclves.




The Christisn - Democrats (CVP and PSC) and the rcesional parties
(Volkswie and FOF/RYJ) do condemn apartiheid, but still belicve in
the dialogue vwith the racists, There is a lot of politiceal

wnwillingness in those parties, all centre partics witlh various

interests (workers' and employcrs'). Class reconciliation is the
holy principle for theme Influcntial Christian Democrats and
mcmbers of the Flemish Volksunie arc also members of Frotea, anad
onenly take & pro-aparthcecid stande.

The ANC cannot rely on the conservatives (ZPVV, PRI, R..D/UDRT) .

The Belsian Government

g e e AR e 1% RGBT R R TG et

So far, cvery government in Belzgium has becn an ally for the
rzeist government in Frcetoria, The 3elzlan government alvays
claimed the stratezy of the "dialozue™., “VWe arc against violencc”,

-1

they eaphasizees.s This saneral attitude remeins the same wiaen the

3ocial Democrats are in the governmcnt, TFor example, the increasing

A N
cnerzy import from South .frica wos decided in thie succceding
Christian Democrattic/Social democratic ceabincts.

~radgc Unions

The General picture we ~ave ahout the vocial Democrats ana their
attitude towards Pouth .frice is repezted herc, The two big trade
unions in Belgium (the aocialist oriwntatced 3VV/FGTB, President
Georse Debunne aéna tac Christian Oricntated .CV/C3C, Ir.sident Jef
Houthurs) have their rezuler condecmmation of arpartheid, but they
hardly come to the moments of real su_ port end of the Selglan linl
with the apartheid system. IFor example, the increasing J3clgian
coal and uranium import from South .frica is not taken up by the
trade unions (althouch the minces arc to be closed here), the many

violations of the amrs cmbarzo by 3elgiun is not taken up, the 1m-

P

nort of South .frican made 37 cars weas not taken wp, :tec. n0ther,

sometimes diffieult point is their relation with SLCTU (4BVV/FSTB
as a member of ICFTU, .CV/CSC as a member of 'WFL)., It scews that

4 ry

they fail to understand the work of S5..00U inside douth .Jfrica. They

easily conclude theat S5..CLHU hardly exists thcre,
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The 21lics of ths raeist regime in dclzium
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recime of Youth ufrica has a consideradle suppord
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anions various groups in oelzium, ugpeeially in FMlandcers, there
is & strons pro-cnartihcid tendency. Thac supporters of the
Freboria—rerime joincd hands in the "Belgian South .frican inter—
parliomentary association® and the Flemish - South fricen

contact clubd rYrotea.

LFfter en intensificd propazénde campaizn by tie vdouth Ifrican
Hnhassy in 3Brussels and the ‘‘Friends of vouth -frica® ot the

end of 1976 (i), the interporliamenteary assofCiation was founded

at the beginning of 1977.  The cxplicit urpose of this zroup is to
supprort the white minority regime by wey oI porliamontarly: cont-cts.,
Then, in oOctobaer 1977, E:::%:i_-‘fz..'ctl;f the seriod wiaen the razinme out-

£

lavied the legal opposition insidce Souti «:frica, all lemlsih

o~ ok

vocates of apartihcid ~ot tozecther and created Protca. It 1s
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heir intention ©o ;t_:iv-r.;a our »eople “execet inforgtion on Pouth
frica®. The text of the de clur;.,..ion of $his group 1s :'SPCI‘Vn?:-:dﬁd
by & hlatent recist vworld view and trcats Blacks as sceond—-class
citizens., Protea yresident is ¥. indré VLERICH, profcessor of
ceonomics &% the University of Ghent and ex—minister of finance.
In the Nove 77 issue of BEZLDEN (megezinc of the 34 Embassy in
3russels) we con raad vhit sort of "exact information® is wmeent:
exc.ct informition = officicl South :ifrican Governement information.
rhc Protea inf ornetion is onlv an extension of S4 propizanda,
Indced, the found-tion of ITrotca was cordislly welcomed Jy the
TMHaSSY. GCeJe ScnLtor Jorissen's book @bout S.d.
rroted stanas for:

- an exvreme right wine ideolozical limitaetion of apartha

- an outspoken r-icistv world view

-~ naternalistic attitude toverds South .fricans and :(raos,

—~ patholoiecal znti-conmuunism.

(nd who is suporcing trotea ¥
Lookinz to 'b“.a::. initial Irotca list of 200 mcmbers, thelr cnormouvs

re;rgsgntﬁtivitf decomes clcar. sxeept tac DutS?ﬂkﬁﬂ r;grascntﬁtim
ONT

V.S he far right, vwe conc aeross & big nuuver of parliament-

‘e
arienss: 20 CVP, 8 ¥V, 18 Volksunie i The other members of

g




Protca are industrialists (about €0), journalists (13) and other
influcntial people (40). The Protea industrialists and employers
arc those who surwrouwnds thc two big banks which havz thelr
headguarters not in Brussels, but in [ntwerp, and waich are linked
with capital in the FRG., The treasurer of Proteca is a director of
the P.RIBAS mnk, Mr Leon Rochtus. ZFrotea's president, iMr. Vlerick
is also the Iresident of thc XREDIETRLINK (nuaber 9 in the world
list witl benk loans to vouth -;;:frica.). rotea came also in full
blossom tlrouvgh the diamond axis South .frica-Israel via
intwerp., Therec is also & sreat sympathy for South «frieca in

2rz memvbers of

Tt

Belrian medical circles, 4. big number of docCtors
Frotea (There is an officicl medical agrecment between Selzium and
South «.frica. The racist rezime 'is preparced to accept up to 50

Beclrian doctors edach yea 30 they can decrease the number of

r.
Lfrican medical students).

Ihe press,

The centre right press ~ which is rather strong in Flanders -~ 18
suy.orting the racists, The champion hzrc is the "Gazet wven
Intwerpen®., Other nevigpapers where the resime is defended and
vhere propaganda articles cen be published are De Nicuwe Gids

(editvor in chicd jchicl S.OY is a top mcmber of Erotea), Het Volk

il AW ST e 2y =
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(2lso with Samoy's articles), Het Laatstc Nicuws (Piet Van Brabant

e W~ ol L "W e e .. B

as Frotea member), De Niesuwe Gazet, Je financiecl Zkonomiscie Tijde

Some top officials of the BRT ar- 2also closc friends for the
Pretoria rezime. The S4UK invited them several times, The BRT
provided technical advice and other help for S5.UK, when they
gtorted vwith the TV prozrammes, 3ome years ago, 1t was still
vossibls for BRT journalists and FProtea member salter Geerss to
make Several »ropagendd profranmes on Douth ~frica.
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Nced for Informetion in French, Films, photo exhibition
waniover
Sccurity orodblcem
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DJiplometic Offensive
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- CulU sroun of «mbassidor and Socizlists
— . Forcisn kindistry end 240 Officials
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trasbours exaibition ol CGoc sandcia

Folitliecal
International Comission of cnguiry - conference/mectings /films
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Kohilis-tion for o0il embirso - denglux oo
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Book snonsorcd S4 in the 80f's 3B, Iityna
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tloterial assistaéinnce
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Matcerial assistance scems to ebiy and flow accordinz to tne fortunes

of our struzr le, Initially when I apwroached seversl donor egenclia
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tiic 440 and E"::.}lli’.ﬁ_ rity zrouns for material aid, I notvticzsd some
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slisht hesitencey aend deoubt. But as the struzzle steacl.y 1hivcnsl-
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fics at homé, more :né morce orz=2nis tions ars comng forward

offcrin~ to co~finance/svonsor nHrojects. -lso, morce than anythineg
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clse, the visit of tie delegation led 97 our rresiaany, 128t
ber, certainly ade 2 major impacts Oeverael offers of
sistince have already bezn wade, cthers arc in thoe pipslinc.
C few examnles:
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Information »roject in tihe vipelinc
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4, Novib, ICCO, HCS.L

e ulidV 90,000 guilders for Loyibuve
amuersfoort 10,000 guilders

6. IEC
Refugees in the frontline states
Black workers inside South Jifrica
Information in .‘estern Europe

Future plans Benclux
Mp's /Ifradce unionists fxhibitions

l-—"'l

cetings seminars films
5 (7ot anniversary
ramphlet on Depo Iroverea

THE OIL ZBirGO .NY TiHE SoNDLUXL PROIBLoM

The Dutch Government Jeclarotion foresces 3 measurcs to put
pressure on south 4Lfricas

-~ to cease supplying 9. Wwith oil,

- to stop importing o4 coal,

- to meke no more investments in Si,
This positive attitude in Holland secms to come to gricf upom
Jel-sien and Luxembourg oblicctions.

The »r .vious tvio governmcnts have been under pressurc fronm
Perliament to imposc curbs in tr:.dinz links with South frifa since
2 bic majority of KP's votcd in Junce 1930 for an oil cmbargo.
Lttempts to geain swoport from other 2hEC countries, and from
Belzivm and Iuxembowrg in particuler, heve failed, however,
Indccd the roblem for Holland is that the JENZLUX Union, Treaty
prevents the Netherlends from actinzg alonc. ®o, to start the oil
embar~o in the Netherlends, the cooper-tion of Selziun and

Luxembourg is recuired, cven if Holland wants to do it unilateral,

-1

So far, Ven der 3toel's letters to Belgium and Luxembourg are still
unansviered, NG 1t is8 for surce that the olitical climate in
Belzium is inmature for sanctions 2ingt thc aepartheid regime
(Belgium <nd Luxecmbur: voted s~ainst the olil embarzo resolution in

the Genercl wsSsciibly ruf the M in Decenber 81). So pressure upon

S -

he Belgian Government is ne~ded
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d) We also have planncd & series of 10 paged amphlets on specific

issues, €., one on Holitigal prisoners, one on masSs raumovals, one

1

on the rolc of the churches, etc., aimed &t mobilizinz mass sulport.
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Je will soomn.be -Hublishinz a pambhhlet on the qguestion of neace

and the liberation 1110“*:1:1’;111:5 snecifically aimed at the tcace Iorcees

-

in this country.

N.B. 411 this will be wndertaken in consultation with Francis liell.

7. Sanctions Confzr-unce
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Torether with the nti-upartheia Iforces vie ares Nlanning an 1nter-

national confer @ace on the cguestion of sanciions in the LG,
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This is in it's early stazes and hope 1o discuss tie matier Wita
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Comrade Jdele br.for: any concrete decisions are taken.
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the above nezting, e are sure that they-ill agree ajﬂin to
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address the October 70th anciverscry necting
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hetween ourselvzs end people of interest to us, In fact, we would

3

| L]

- e & =y - -t - P ool - o o yory .y f-.:‘ : -l t- - 1_,, o3 i ~
vlen & visit of delegetion from the South around thils date,

9. DNemibia Confer.nce
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3P0 woulld like a mejor conference on the scale of Pari to be
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42ld in the FRG, Sec attached docunmecnts on tase
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Zimbabre, Pangania, Niseric, Lesotho, Uzonda, Tozo, Ghana, Slierra

oAy g & g 1 e s
LC0oile, CULC. Nere PrepRLIred o pady <l 08U

rt.?;C:f’:;_:ri;ion for Cihiel.

Nizeria make information centre fo.cilivies aileble for use by us.
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11, Permenent picketinz of S.4. Embassy, Consulites and companlies
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carried out by “Jabu® com ittee now cxtcnded To emcompass all
Holitvical Jrisoners. Phese comnittees heve shrung up all over

the country and in other Zuropean counsries, Closec relations viith

the aNC office.




