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The political situation in my sre; is claracterized by the

seneral crisis of cagitalism, raging infl;tion, high.unemployment,
rv-

chronic economic “booms“ and "slumpS”. Ehis.inimical state of

aifairs has tended to Spawn n0 dtive and ruactionary attitudes

amongst the pogulation who, deceived by the bourgeois media, blame

their econauic plight on the migrant workers, and turn to backward

elements for anSWurs, 333:013117 in jelgiu¢.;nd Luxembourg, leaving

the U3 multinationals to continue their ruthless flunder. Philst

in general the econondc crisis in the Benelux c>untriss is acute,

in Belgium it is more granounccdl Eh most intsresting gaint to

note is thwt in Belgium where the ering class in cnllusion with

multinational corporatisns have a vested intcnflt in i.;., it is

there also where the most vociferous support for the racist regime

emanates from. Likewise in Luxembourg. In the 3 Banelux countries

(Holland, Belgium and luxembourg) the scwcallod democr tic grocess

of government is no more than wha has been described as '9

circulation of the elite'. Théir governments come and go at the

drop of a hat, but tha same bcurgsoisie re sin, comprising a coali—

tion of Social~Degocr$ts, Christian Democrats and con urcatives.

The econogic hardships exterienced by the working clsss has been

comgounded by a grolifcrhtion of political parties: no less than 16

in Belgium. When it is considered how tiny these countries arc,

the“ '“L 3erity of the situation 081 be aggrecistod. In all three44. 1.3.x,

countries, the church plays a dominant role: owning its own media,

controlling trade unions and golitic 1 parties, oinin: land,

industries and conmeroi;l enteryrises. She Christian Democrwts

constitute the main comgonont in every coalition government in the

Banolux countries. As if the situation is not confusing enough, in

Belgium, this confusion is worse confounded by the national questi

qu,stion. This groblcm, a; ravhted by the crisis of capitalism,

has already resulted in the collafho of tnruo governmants since my

arrival, 1.0. in twelve months. Even now thy crisis is cogening

with the present Belgium coalition governmnfit teetering on the brink

of collapse — tho currzncy has been devalued by gfi, industial

action by tic steel worker has crrugtcd into Violent clashes with

tho luthorities, the government is ruling by decree With the aim of

halting the crisis. It is with this «s a backgrounl thgt we must

evaluste the social and ;olitical forces r nqsd against us and those

who are our actual and wotential allies.
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3.7131111111.
Fir3tlJ, *aerc ar; thcsc (luncntd tLLt are ' gainst us, ?ha are

mctivatcd by economic factcrs and thc sowcallcd ”Soviet influence

in Southern gfrica”. In Belgiun hcsc arc:

-. f)

i) leading -eriumntari“ms belonging to tie Jelgo—§.L. Intcr~

Vlrllwanbwrf Union, 1.0. more or loss 40 335 uni Sendtgrs

belonginfi to the EVV, Volksunic, CV? (Christian Demos.) right

'1ngers an; conservatives, 3.3. San Jorissen book on 3.4.,

leadin syokcsmafi of the wro—aparthcid lobby, Erof. Vlerick 1

economist at Ghent University, member of Protca n pro SA

lob:g — Director of Krcdict Bank, anc of the main banks which

doles out uasaivc loans to SA, CV} minrtcr.

ii) leading bank;15 3nd industrialists, 9.3. director of Ubjohn

corfioration of US; is a member of :rctea, a company which is

cJ.dumping Depo braver; in 3“ U0 bc us a in the fes cist sterili—

k)zation Caugaln against our women. 3315 druv is banned in the

US because of th deleterious effects it has had in American

'WOMOH, c v cinccr. Most of then 03111 to the Bclgo— South.03

ufrican Chamber of Con1clcc, which stintD“lattes trade between
v

the two countries. chcril conanics plundgr the mincral

 

“T

r350urccs of both 15;1mbia and .5L, G.fi. Kgfa Gevacrt manufac—

tures wmot3"ra3hic c:wuiam:nt With silver foom 1111511.

3 medical:rc,mu1ts between 3“ and Jclgium allow eading

medical .pr;Cic”lists to go to 3;. Final 333 medical students

do their h3um1nsa13 there.

  



 
 

 

 

  
SGUEH hFfiIC; 4ND 3H3 BELGIAN POLITICAL C NTFYT

Eolitiygi_?arties

In Belgium, we have about 16 politic 1 parties represented in

Barliament; 8 in Flanders/Brussels and 8 in Walloon/Brussels.

4.The most important of them, in terms of thair number, are the

Christian Democrats, the Social Democrats, the Conservatives and,

to a ass extent, the regional parties. The smgller political

parties fire the communists and the ecologists‘

On Hovcmber 1981, there fieru elections far Parliament. The follow—

ing numbers give a general vigw of the strength of tha verious

political parties as well as ELS relations Within; each region.

Chamber of Earliamentarians (212) members)

Flanders/Br Wallonn/Br

CELm-IL'M 3:41 903433 61 CV? 43 330 18

SOCIuL DELOCRAE 61 SF 26 P

CQNSEJVAEIVSS 55 PVV 28 Phi 24

343 1 UDRT 2

REGION4L FQHTIES 28 VU 2O 4 FDF/RH 7

COMLUNISTS 2 K? — PC 2

ECOLOEIJTS 434LEV 2 JCOLO 2

POlitigE; nartieg‘ghfihfipgth gfrigg

First of all, it is clear that So~CLlled vinternational groblems'

are aardly discussed in Belgiun political life. Foreign iffhirs

was something for the Rinister, so to say. This passive attitude

is chhnging Slowly. It is in the very last qurS ~ under pressure

of the Flemish Social chocrats (S?) n th&t we start fliscussilfi

the Belgian policy towards Zaire and h@butu (although ; former

colony). 3ther international subjects cah hnrdly reach the point

of a 'brnaé social discussion'. It retains by questions in

.Phrliament. No single politiCJl Part; has thus far made a break-

point of an international policy question. In this way, it becomes

clear thht the problem of recism and agartheid iSNP2§.a 351 point

of discuséon in Belgium. Ehe party election programhes do not

mention any measures Cone rning South Africa. New and then they
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will condemn aparthhid find the racist ruiime, but in ficneral, it

rgmains by those stgtcmhnts.

Conclusion; Until now, it is not worthwhile for the Belgian

political gartios — looking tc their electorate, as

they do » to have South hirica on their trogramme,

that menus, to go beyond their nice solidarity

statements. (contrary to the situation in Holland).

.Eoli’cicaliflérfiies. eht the .5450.-.- 1,_- n a .

'he LNG can fully rely on the COEthlSU phrties (K? and EC) and

.n J 1 «.the groblem is that thegrthe ecologists (Agalev aid 300,0). Bu

are very Small, never repr;s nfled in th: qovornmsnt. Oh he othar

hahfi, they are important in thc local solidarity work.

The LNG can.partly rely on 'hc socialist parties (SP ani PS).

Jith them, the solidhrity grouys have also good ethricnccs. Ifx"

questions have to be raised in larliament, the RPS are fully_

prepared to cooperate (questions on the Lclgian links With the

rhcists: trafle relations, bank loans, arms dehls/Vmbargo violationS,

cultural agreement, etc.). But tbs actiVities of the socialist

parties are limited. The ex&mple of the arms cnbargo will makt

that clear:

The Security council called on all states strictly and scru—

.L'L.
pulously to implemch the embargo resolution anfl enact, as

approprigte, effective natianal legislation for thxt yurposo.

41thnugh the only mandatorj sanction against Sou h ”frica, this

resolution 418(1977) is not vet inoorWorhtcd into;fiel3ian
..-;.. 1 A... h. 44.. ,._.‘.-.__.,__. 0...; .--_ u.-.“ .w..._ ‘4 t .. . .v , Lam.

Hpgiglgtigg. U? to nov, th; socixl dcracrats did not take up
w 1

this hatter. The implementation 3: ti; arms embargo into

Belgian legislation is not in their gragra no... Ibis is Thy

we say ”the ANC Chm ghrtl; rely on...“

fho 4N0 can partly rely on individuals in tic bhristihn Democrats

and the rxgional gartics, surely not on those parties hemsolves.

 



 

 

'he Christian — Democrats (CV? and P30) and the regional parties

(Volksunie and FDF/RW) do condemn apartheid, but still believe in

the dialogue with the racists. There is a lot of political

unwillingness in those parties, all centre parties with various

interests (workers' and employers'). Class reconciliation is the

holy principle for them. Influentiel Christian Democrats and

members of the Flemish Volksunie are also members of Protea, and

openly take a pro—apartheid stand.

The AEC cannot rely on the conservatives (?VV, PRL, RgD/UDRE).

Ehewfigleian Government
33..., .. -‘.,.—,........ -.,..

So far, every government in Belgium.has been an ally for the

ricist government in Pretoria. The jelgian government always

claimed the streteg* of the "dialogue". ”We are against violence",

thew emphasize... This general attitude remains the same when the

Social Democrats are in the government. For example, the increasing

energy import from South 4frica Wis decided in the succeeding

Christian Democrattic/Sooial democrgtic cabinets.

.Drade unions
. 3.,34mi. J 4‘. ‘ ‘>“):J

The General picture we qpve ehout the Social Democra'e end their

attitude towaris Jouth africa is repeated here. The two big trade

unions in Belgi m (the socialist orientated 4BVV/FGlB, President

George Debunne and the Christian Orientated ACV/CSC, Ir sident Jef

Houthuys) have their regular condemnation of a:artheid, but they

hardly come to the moments of real support end of the Belgian link

1
LWith the apartheid Systea. For example, tie increasing Belgian

coal and uranium import from South 4frica is not taken up by the

trade unions (although the mines are to be closed here), the many

violations of the amrs embargo by Jelgiut is not taken up, the ink

tort of South African made 3M7 cars was not taken up, .tc. hnother,

sometimes diffieult point is their relation With SACIU (LBVV/FGTB

as a member of ICFTU, 407 033 as a member of TFL). It seems that

they fail to understand the wnrk of SuCTU inside South.hfrica. They

easily conclude theat SiCJU hardly exists there.
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'Qhe alligs 9; t9; rgcistmggwimerip.Qpigipgg
. rm... . ~ .- v_. . 4 ... pi .. L), -.....

Ehe raciSt rsgims of South Africa has a considerable supgort

among various Frougs in Belgium. #SgeciaWWV in Flanders, there
a") 4.... .9.

is ; strdng pro~apgrthuid tenlency. The supporters of the

Erctoria~r¢gimo jnincd hands in the "Belgian South African inter—

parliumcntgry association" and the Flemish — Sou h gfrican

contact club ?rotca.

n

gfter an intensified propaggnd; ccmvaign b7 the South “Irican

Embassy in Brussels sud the ‘Fricnds of South mfrica" Lt tho

.I

at thc ocrinmins of 1977. Eu“ uxwlicit rurwoso Of this vrout is to
\l i) J. . .. .1 .L

L

Supgort the white minority regime by way of ; rliamsntary'contacts.

.L"

Then, in Octob;r 1977, exactly Una gerioé when the rugimo out~

laned the 'wnal opposition inside South africa, all Flemish

&QVOCdECS of sgarthsid got ttgathor And creatod’?rotca. It is

.A.their intention to give our “Boyle "exact infoxcfition on “outh
J-. .

4frica". The text of tho doclurgtion of 5313 group 13 pervaded

by a blatant racist #orld view and treats Blacks as scoond—olass

citizens. Proted grasidcnt is 1. Lndré VLJHICL; grofcssor of

J-

cconomics at the Uhiversi I of Ghent and eX—minister of finance.

I

Brussels) we can raga mist sort of "exact information" is mcsnt:

the Nov. 77 issue 0” BEflgfiLfi (magazine of the 34 Embassy in{3

ex ct inform;tion = official South gfrican Governemcnt information.

The P"otea information is iny an extension of SA propaganda.

Indeed, the foundation of Erotca was coruially wclcomcd by the

Embassy. L,g. Senator Jorissen’s book about S.A.

Erotca stsnds for:

s an extreme right fling ideoloeiCdl limitation of aparth‘

~ an outsgokon racist world view

— paternalistic attitude towards South ifricans and 4rmbs,

~ pdthological anti—comiunism.

And Who is sug;orting :ro

Looking to he initial Erotsa list of 200 msnbcrs, their enormous

reprcscntativitfi becomes clear. flxcept g2 outsgokan r;3rcscntati—

v.s sf tn: far right, T cum; across a big nugber of girliament—:c

arians: 20 Ci}, 8 EVV, 18 Volksunie 2;: fho other mcmters of
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Protoa are industrialists (about 60), journalists (13) and other

influential people (40). The Protea industrialists and employers

are those Who surxounds the two big banks which have thsir

headquarters not in Brussels, but in Antwerp, and which are linked

With capital in tho FRG. ‘he treasurer of Protea is a director of

tho FgfllBAS bank, mr Loon Rochtus. Protoa's president, Er. Vlerick

is also the lrosident of tho XZEDIEEBANK (number 9 in the World

list with bank loans to South ..;frica.). I—‘rotor‘; came also in full

blossom through the diamond axis South “frica—Israel via

Lntwerp. There is also a great sympathy for South gfrics in

Belgian medical circles. 4 big number of doctors are members of

Protea (There is an officidl medical agreement between Belgium and

South hfrica. The racist rogime'is prepared to accept up to 50

Belgian doctors each.year. So they can decrease the number of

African medical students).

.r_,1}e.v_.£i9.‘11‘3f§.3.

The centre righ press n Which is rather strong in Flanders _ is

su:.orting the racists. The champion here is the "Gazet'mmn

Antworpen". Other newsgspers where the efiimc is defanaed and
H

where propaganda articles can be yublishod are De Nieuwc;9_gp

(editor in chiod Achiol SlhOY is a top member of Erotoa), Bet Volk
0.; .A— a 4-4“ 4, H

J . ,.-4.-.-.. L.‘ a. .
(also with Samoy's articles), get Laatstqmfiigpgfi (Piet Van Brabant

as Protea member), De N'sufiegiszct, pngihghpioel EkQHPHi§CQE,QHQ°

Some top officials of the BBQ ar~ also 010s; friends for the

Pretoria regime. The SAUK invited them several times. Ths BET

provided technical advice and other help for S4UK, when they

st rtod with the TV programmes. 30m: years ago, it was still

possibl; for BR? journalists and Frotoa member falter Goorts to

make sevoral propaganda grogrammcs on Douth “fries.

1

Need for Information in French, Films, photo exhibition

191631130 U'Jer

Security groblom

 
 



 

Diplomatic Offensiv;

- Oct. Visit of Erasiflwnt 0.3.

— 64U_groué of umbas;ador and Socialists

~ Forcign hinistry and 330 Officials

m .L‘rade Unionists/ICFTU

— Bishop Daneels of Jolgium

~ Meitinfi with Prime Linistcr van 4ft for + 33 minutes

’L Ar.cur%oboury uxhibition of Cd; Tandola

Folitical

Inturnationwl Commission of enquiry u conference/megtinvs/filn“V.

7 firm rnabilis,tion for oil umbmrjo ~ Jenglux uyq“

 

Conf;roncc on women under uwarthvid

Book sgonsorgd SA in the 80‘s 3. Eityng

:Ltcrial assistzncc

fiatcri l assistance sears to eon gnd flow aoccrdinfi ta the fortunes

of our struggle. ILitiEllj whcn I a; rogchcd sever l donor g3€nci¢1

the JEC and soliénritj groups for material did, I nqbicud some

slight hesithCy and doubt. But as the strugjle steadiLy intensi—

fies at home, more qfiu Lflra orfiauis tions 3:; coming for73rd

offering to co~fiaancc/83nnser drojzcts. also, more than anythinb

ulse, the Visit of the fielchnion lei b7 our Erasifi¢nb, las-

(
J

'7
4

,,
.1October, certainly .ad; or injgct. Suvertl DILCTS of

@8513 _noc h;Vc already been ma-e, :tners grv 'n thp gipclinc.

Bo cite a few exampleszw

10 :mtr ids 2t Eratcrnitc

Inform&tiom project in tAC Wipclino

?oulury}firojoct

[\
3

o SuCTU strike fund 500,3003F

3. Solidqrit; sociali‘tc ani Oxfam 50131; rsgdy to com3"onsor

grog ct on Small hand tools

tailarinc grojcct
’:T:‘(."l '

;:VQLL
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4. Novib, ICCO, HCSL

5. ANJV 90,000 guildcrs far Efiyibuyo

meersfoort 10,000 guildcrs

6. EEC

Rcfugees in he frontlinc states

Black workers inside South Africa

Information in Yestern Europe

Future plans Benelux

MP'S /flrade unionists Exhibitions

v
—
I

0o1nrs seminars filmS

5 (70th anniversgry

Ialnphlet on Dope ITovcra

THJ OIL EMBARGO .N.ID THE ?LHLLU {OBLLM

The Dutch Government Jeclarmtion foresees 3 measures to put

pressure on South nfm ca:

~ to cease suplying S“ with oil,

— to stop importing 54 coal,

~ to make no more investments in SA.

This positive attitude in Holland seams to come to grief upom

Belgian and Luxambourg objections.

E10 pr vious two governmcnts have been under pressure from

Pwrliament to ifiQOSh curbs in tr ding links with South Efrifa since

a big majority of HE’S voted in June 1980 for an oil embargo.

A temhts to Main sunport from other 3E0 countries, anQ from

m1inn and Lu;em.30urg in garticular, hzve failed, however.

Indagd the kroblom for Holland is that thc ~“NIL"v union Treaty

prevznts tle Netherlands from acting alonc. So, to start the oil

embargo in the Netherlands, the cooperation of Belgium and

Luxembourg is ruguired, even if Holland wants to do it unilateral.

.,

So far, van Qer Steel's letters to Belgium 2?,13 Luxembourg are still

unanswered. LnQ it is for sur; that tip political clima-c in

BCl.jium is 1mudturc for s;:'1ctions against th: aflurtncl ragimu

(Belgium gnQ Luzonfour vot ‘1 against th; oil cmodrgo resolution in

the Generul uSSCMbly of tl1.¢ flfi in Dcombgr 81). So pressure upon

- a
the 3fil’lan Govcrnnnt 18 me med 1  
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d) We also hgve plgnncd Q series of 10 pagcd _QQ;;lQQr on

issues, Q.g. onQ on jolitical prisoners, one on 3&3; ram V‘lS,

on the role of the churchca, etc. aimed at mobilizing J&Sd

Je ‘mllsJon .be 1u711Q11n a pamyblet on the Question of

and the libQ—1wtion moVchnts SgaCifiCullf aimed at the 301

in this country.  
N.B. ill this will be undertaken in consult tion with Francis keli.

7. SggptiQns ConfrnQQ
...3,3..

T0:cher with the unti—ipartheid f0rues we are glanning an inter—

:3 1;
.'onal conference o11the Queestion of s1nctions in the FRG.

1fliS is in it’s QLIly Sfi;“OS Qnd hope to discuss the n7atter with

Comrade JQlQ brlol) any concrete decisions are taken.

8» 70’6‘-7. §«7‘9?—.i3.7.cr.3 4+7. 31113119 710.97.71.93.

fie have planned a large (Otn &Lliver3dry Eublic

155L of October to be geld in Qoloqne, Ehis i~

Lee"ing which VQS to thG glac; in figrch. €01”

zij‘crian imeSQQdor and othzr yersonalities ma

1; aac‘e me ting. £3 are sure thmt the; Will  
1C October 70th ¢n¢iver3irf xecting. Oar roanst would

.L‘

LQ 10? one of thQ MGflDCIS of bflO Executive to cansidur addressing

the Octonr "Q3Q1no. :Q could use this occasion for cont cts

between aursclv s gnd yQoplQ of intcxcst to us. In fact, we Would

”V :1
plan Q iQit 01 delothion from h; oouth Qround this uatc.

9. NQnibia Confer nee
-‘."a.-1_-_.-.-... .....

Si2?0 Wouli like a Hpjof conference on tag SQQlQ of Turis to be

held in the fin . See attaCth documents on the subject.

10. “,17t10g111H with‘Quoglbs
w ............

Z11315we, Tanzania, Fijcriz, Lcsotho, "QQA.Q, Togo, @hana, Sierra

Luone, etc. were prJLIQi to 3a? and host riception for Chief.

Tr -11~Qria make 1A1orm1uion ccntrr wailiCiGS aila310 for use by us
~J

11. Fermanent picketing of 8.4. "“QQQJr, Consulttes and companies

carried out 3y "Jabu” com ittQQ now KULMQLO to emcompass all

yolitioal prisoners. IhCSO Co:itto:3? have s rrnj u“ all overL

the country and in other European countries. Close relations with

 

 


