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The Sol onon Mahl angu Freedom Col | ege is an educational institution established at Mzi nbu

Tanzani a, by the African National Congress in 1979. The school was designed to cater for

t he educati ona

needs of the | arge nunber of young South Africans who |left South Africa in the wake of th
e SONETO

uprising of 1976. Repression in South Africa continues to force our young people to | eave
hone.

The [ and at Mazi mbu was granted to the ANC by the Tanzani an governnent. W are indebted t
o our

host country not only for the original grant, but also for the ongoing assistance that is
given to the

ANC and our freedom struggl e.

SOMAFCO conpri ses 5 educational sectors - Secondary, Primary, Nursery, Adult education an

d an

Orientation Centre. A variety of support structures have been established to service the

educati ona

sector.

I n August of 1985, SOMAFCO will be official

to a nodern conpl ex.

In South Africa schooling is for subservience. At Mazinbu schooling is designed for |iber

ation and to

nmeet the needs of a future free South Africa.

y opened. This report shows the devel opnent from bush
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For ewor d

By Alfred Nzo, Secretary Ceneral.

The Sol omon Mahl angu Freedom Col | ege

(SOVAFCO) is known far and wide, within the borders

of South Africa and even nore so beyond. It is prinmarily
an educational institution established by the African
Nati onal Congress to cater to the educational needs

of our young peopl e who have been forced to | eave

their country through persecution by the South African
racist reginme. By its very nature therefore. SOVAFCO

i s special and unique.

It is unique in that it not only caters for the educationa
needs and upbringi ng of children and adol escents, but

al so for the education and training of an adult

popul ation. Al expected to nake their contribution

in the execution of the struggle for a just, denobcratic
and non-racial society in our country South Africa. It
therefore has to provide for the inmedi ate manpower
needs of that struggle and at the sane tinme prepare
cadres who will be able to contribute neaningfully to
the building of the new South African society as
envisioned in the A N.C policy docunent - the

Freedom Charter.

The buil ding and operati on of SOVAFCO has been

possi bl e through the trenmendous efforts and

dedi cati on of our own people, qualified in a w de range
of academ ¢ and socio-cultural activities as well as in
practical productive skills. The project was, and
continues to be, a test ofour own capabilities and. at
the same tinme. an incentive towards the attai nment of
diversified skills and educational qualifications. This is
nore so in those areas of |earning which the apartheid
mentors and executors deliberately sought to deny to
the Black majority population in South Africa.

This is not really a report on SOVAFCO, but an

attenpt to give an overall picture of the nmulti-faceted
nature of activities which are being carried out within
this educational conplex - as seen and understood by
the participants thenselves. At the core is the
educational institution Wth the conconm t ant

servicing activities like health, food production, use
and mai ntai nance of office, transport and agricultura
machi nes, research. cultural and sporting activities. and
the political conscientisation which perneates al
activities within the conpl ex.

The publication of this special report on the eve ofthe
of ficial opening of SOVAFCO is neant as a form of
tribute to all those friends and supporters who have,
in various ways, contributed towards the construction
and devel oprrent of SOVAFCO. We are forever

grateful for their concrete solidarity. But even nore
Secretary General of the ANC. Al fred Nzo.

d

so, it is aclarion call to all those who have found it
difficult to participate. on a full-tinme basis, in the
i beration struggl e because of their engagenment in not
uni mportant professional pursuits. Here is an
opportunity to nake a direct contribution to the

devel opnent of our people and our struggle, within
onels own field ofspecialisation. However, in order to
be able to make a neani ngful contribution. you need

to know the ainms and goals of the struggle, and the
probl ems whi ch confront us at home and abroad. You

then cease to be nere synpathi ser and supporter. You
becorme a participant in the struggle.

Al'l efforts and brains to the nation-wide front for the
conpl ete and final destruction of apartheid.

Let us begin to build the new South Africa.
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I nt roducti on

By Henry Makgothi, Secretary for Education.

anune. 1976, a young student, barely twenty years of
age, abruptly and secretly left South Africa. He did not
bid farewell to his kith and kin before crossing the
border into free Africa. H's name was Sol onon Kal ush
Mahl angu. He was anongst several hundreds who |eft
South Africa in the wake of the student uprisings which
flared suddenly, placing Soweto on the world map

These students did not |eave their honeland nerely

to seek asylumin other | ands but because ofthe fervent
desire to better equip thenselves so that they nmight
return home nore able to contribute to the struggle

for a better life for all who lived in South Africa.

Sol onon Mahl angu chose to make his contribution as

a soldier and having received his training with the
African National Congress, he was entrusted with a
mssion to return hone. Shortly after his arrival back
in the country he was engaged in an armed clash with
the South African security forces and was captured.

He was arraigned before a South African court on a
charge that he was part of a conspiracy of the African
Nati onal Congress to overthrow the racist regi ne by
force of arnms. He was sentenced to die on the 6th of
April, | 979, a date on which significantly, Wite South
Africa annually cel ebrates the |anding of the first
colonialists at the Cape of Good Hope.

Sol onon’s last words to his grief stricken nother

were: |My Blood wi/l nourish the tree that will bear
the fruits offreedom Please tell ny people that | |ove
t hem

Si ngi ng, he went to neet his death at the hands of the
hangman. Sol onon Mahl angu Freedom Col | ege in

Mazi mbu, Tanzani a, was conceived by the African

Nati onal Congress as an educational institution to keep
alive and fresh the menory of a heroic young man in

the minds of the South African youth, to further the
struggl e of the South African people on the educationa
front and to prepare themto nake a better

contribution to the struggle. The African Nationa
Congress took the lead fromthe start in opposing

Bantu education. In the 1950 s the organisation
established alternative schools in South Africa to
provi de proper education. SOVAFCO has

transforned this alternative into a reality.

A new South Africa will not be won on the battlefields
al one. Indeed, the nost decisive battles will be won in
the hearts and mnds of men and wonen in their ability
to contribute to lasting acts of peace. Education in
South Africa is used as an instrunent of oppression

and exploitation of the Black people. Statistics abound
showi ng the glaring inequalities ofthe system between
Bl ack and Wiite students, which far frominproving,

has worsened in the extent of its inhumanity, in the
same way as the oppression of the Black people in

The Secretary for Education doing voluntary | abour
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general , has becone nore naked and hateful. Even at

the present time, when the eyes of the world are
focussed on the dranma that is unfolding in South Africa,
when the apol ogi sts and proponents of racismare |ying
desperately to refurbish the image of that land, it is
estimated that out ofa total of 126,000 pupils in rura
areas who began school in 1978, only 19,000 had
progressed up to standard 5 by 1984. Even today the
position in urban schools is little different. Little
wonder that the struggl e around educati on has been

so enotive and poi ghant.

Sol onon Mahl angu Freedom Col | ege is acadre training
centre of the African National Congress. The probl ens



posed by the freedom struggle in South Africa are
extremely conpl ex and the successful consolidation of
that struggle will require cadres ofa high quality. H e
at the Sol onon Mahl angu Freedom Col | ege, the

African National Congress is naking a nodest effort

to neet that chall enge

The Col | ege, which has a Nursery, Primary and

Secondary division, today trains nore than 600 young
peopl e. Scores have al ready gone through its gates to
receive further training abroad. The construction of

the College, its creation and the attenpt to produce

a new man for South Africa in the United Republic of
Tanzani a has been the collective effort of the African
Nati onal Congress and the International conmunity.

Six years after the first foundations were dug and | ayed
for the construction of the school, hel ped by the
students thenselves, a little corner of South Africa has
energed in Tanzani a.

Confl agration inside South Africa is raging with an ever
fiercer intensity. The trail which Sol onon Kal ush

Mahl angu bl azed in | 976 is being foll owed by an ever

i ncreasi ng stream of young South Africans fired by the
sane nobl e ideals.

The story which unfolds in the pages ofthis brochure

i s about the progress towards these ideals.



Sonme Tanzani an Fri ends
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utenant P, Chezi, the Tanzani an Government At right Ndugu C. T Mazi ndakaya,

gi onal

Representative at Mazi nbu. Commi ssi oner for Mrogoro Region

Marma Anna Abdul | ah was the Regi ona
Conmi ssi oner in Mrogoro when the

ANC cane to Mazi nbu. Together with

the former District Devel opnent

Director, Ndugu Martin Ndi kwenge,

she was responsible for getting the first
grant of land for the ANC fromthe
Tanzani an gover nment .

Fromthe outset Mana Anna, as she was

af fectionately known by all, was a
staunch friend and supporter of our
noverment and our struggle. She al ways
took a keen personal interest in the
devel opnent ofi’iazinbu and at all tinmes
was willing to hel p and advi se us.

We were sad when she left this region

to take up her present post as Regi ona
Commi ssi oner of Dodoma

Denonstrating solidarity

wi th Tanzani a and ANC

the present Re



President O R Tanbo

speaks on Mazi nbu

Extracts from a speech made by

the President to the Mzi nbu

conmuni ty, February |985.

hAt Mazi nbu and Dakawa we are

i nvol ved in devel opment efforts of
central and historic inportance to the
future of our revolution, our people and
our country.’

President O R Tanbo at the farm
President of the ANC, O R Tambo and
the coordinator of the Dakawa

Devel opnent Centre.

You who live and work anong the
hospi t abl e brother people of Tanzani a
occupy the forward trenches in the
process of struggle.

hWe have scored other successes. the
nost significant being the progress we
have nade towards a genuine alliance
bet ween | earni ng and production

bet ween m nd and | abour, which is the
essence of our future |iberated societyf



t work in the hospital |aboratory.

h here we have sent out young

I who are now returning as highly

i ned specialists conmmitted to
"ancing the interests of our people
w and in the futuref

)day, thanks to the great ventures in
WVAFCO, Mazi mbu and Dakawa, t hat

hv society (envisaged in the Freedom
arter) in fact is being bornf

sThe Mazi nbu of yesterday was

not untypical of a conmunity with
many features of a rural African
setting. The same area today is a

pi cture of modern ' Africa, of which
we, our Tanzani an brothers and
sisters, as well as our supporters
and al li esthroughout the world are
justly proud.’

Qur future
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The events of 1976 in South Africa are
so notorious that it is not necessary to
review them here. Follow ng the

Sowet o uprising and the countryw de
unrest of 1977, thousands of young
people left South Africa. escaping from
police brutality, but with the hope that
they still had an inportant role to play
in the liberation ofour country. Mst of
these young people found their politica
hone in the African National Congress.
Virtually all of them had been scarred
by the system of Bantu educati on.
designed by the South African racists to
keep the Black majority in a perpetua
state of servitude. Many of these young
peopl e wi shed to continue their
education away fromthe oppressive
South African system

Faced with this situation, the ANC
resolved in 1977 to establish a
secondary school at Mazi nbu, Tanzani a.
The school was established on an
abandoned sisal estate on | and granted
us by the Tanzani an government.

In 1979 the school project was named
the Sol onon Mahl angu Freedom

Col l ege (SOVAFCO . Fromthe start

our school at Mazinbu has ai nmed at
correcting the educational inbal ance
built into Bantu education, under which
opportunities for follow ng

mat hematical or scientific studies are
extremely limted and mninmal attention
is paid to English.

The school has provided a uni que
opportunity for devel opi ng the system
of education that will be put into
practice in a free South Africa.

We have | ayed stress not only on the
teachi ng of the sciences. but also on

gi ving our young peopl e access to their
own history and culture (both ofwhich
are denied them by the present South
African systen), and on bridging the gap
bet ween nental and nmanual | abour

The foll owi ng sections of this report
deal with the educational sectors at
SOVAFCO

Students building the first dormtory bl ock
The Sol omon Mahl angu

Freedom Col | ege

Profile Titus ,- Aged "

Devel oprmen’t Wor ker

He was involved in the" ,x

uprising of 1976 anti w/

| eave the countnyl He 3

Africain 1977. i g _ ,

"l cane straight to Mazi-

arrived in Tanzani a. Ther

bush everywhere, About i?

all students. went to we

the bush and hel ping in

site

We | nprowseda school. T,



who had conpleted their

matricul ation |l evel at hone
Slim Zindela (the present,

vi ce-princi pal of the Secd
School) to teach the iunibfs’

| taught biology W used tw

of the present tenporary

Schoo

Host of the senior studehts
january of | 979 to go abroad
further studies

Since nmy return to Mazi m

Oct ober of last year, | haVe
wor ki ng on projects. Mny

who left with me have al so: ’
qualified in various fields. .-
just before our departure

| etsema (voluntary | abour)
onjanuary the 8th In order to .
foundations of the f° rstANC b V
at Mazinbu, the dormtory.

Unit One. ' 4

Qur schol arshi ps were prov A
UNESCO. Upon conpl etion

studies we were offered re: (j
tickets to our country qgforigit;
we could not return to-South

we took a collective decision
return to use our skills at Mail
On ny returninl 984, | went Cd
Dakawa Devel oprment Centre. 1
There | found one of ny ear;

col | eagues who had studied it?
anot her country. He washer

wor k, buil ding Phase One 6ftth
Vocational Training Centre. Lams
in work on the Dakawa projee’t

a waiting ny deploynment to Mag
On ny return to Mazinbu I __ 16! |
town full of a' ctivitiesJ waste
and delighted at the progress.



From SONETO

to SOVAFCO
ammummmmway ,  ny. W,
Wrmw
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Secondary school classes started at

Mazi mbu late in 1977. Partially
renovat ed farm buil di ngs were used as

cl assroons. Building of the schoo
conplex started in 1979 and late in that
year students and staff were able to
nove into the first conpleted

dormtory block. Some roons were

used as cl assroons and ot hers served as
accommodation for both staff and
students. In 1985. the year of the officia
openi ng of SOMAFCO, construction of

the entire conplex will be al npst
conpl et e.

The school will conprise |8 genera

cl assrooms, 4 |aboratories with a tiered
denonstration room classroons for

soci al science and | anguage teachi ng and
an adm ni stration bl ock. The centra
square wi |l be devel oped to be used as

a neeting place and recreation areas The
adjacent library building will serve both
the school and the conmunity at |arge.

There will be dornitory
accomodation for 864 students. In
addition 94 housing units will have been

built to accompdate teachers and ot her
wor kers on the conpl ex.

W feel we may be excused for taking
pride in this achi evenment.

The nmedi um of education is English.

Mat hematics and history are

conpul sory. The nodern | aboratories,

due to be commissioned in the next few
nont hs, should do nmuch to inprove the
quality of our science teaching. Due to
Bant u education, many of our students
have virtually no grounding in the

sci ences.

The curriculumincludes History of the
Struggl e and Devel opnent of Soci eti es.
These inportant areas are not: dealt
with in South African schools.

The establishment of a Resources

Centre at the school has eased the

pr obl em of obtai ni ng t extbooks and
teaching ai ds. However, this problem
has not yet been solved. In order to fil
the lack of suitable texts. we are in the
process of produci ng our own history

t ext book, to be used throughout the
school .

Staffing is still a major problem As an
i ncreasi ng nunmber of ANC students
return fromuniversity studies to take
up teaching posts, the position should
improve. In addition to South Africans,
there are volunteers fromthe Gernan
Denocrati ¢ Republic, Holland and

The Secondary Schoo

Britain on the teaching staff.

Students are prepared for the GCE

exam nation of the University of London
and for an internal ANC exam nati on,
noderated by a panel of educationa
experts.

Fromthe earliest days culture has pl ayed
an inportant part in the life of the
school . Qur cultural activities have the
twofol d ai mof |earning through



partici pation and of raising

consci ousness. Student cul tural groups
have performed successfully both in
Tanzani a and abr oad.

As a matter of policy, manual |abour is
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i ncorporated into the schoo
programme. The | abour progranmme,
organi sed by a Dutch vol unt eer
concentrates on horticultural projects
around the school, and on vocationa
skills like carpentry and needl ewor k.
The Student Council is active in many
spheres. It is responsible for the
organi sation of all extra-mural activities
at the school

Wth the arrival of an ANC
sportsnmaster, sport is devel oping. W
are still hanpered by | ack of adequate
facilities and sporting equi pnent.
Profile Wantu. Aged 27. Form 4
Student at the Secondary

School

He becane involved in politics in
1976 at honme. He was frequently
detained and held in solitary
confinenent and was badly tortured

by the security police. In | 982 a close
political associate disappeared

wi thout a trace, apparently

ki dnapped and mnurdered by the

raci sts. Fearing for his own life,
Wantu left South Africa to make
contact with one of the ANC s
external m ssions. He had to undergo
an extensive period of nedica
treatment for the injuries he had
suffered while in detention. He then
spent a year at the Student
Oientation Centre at Dakawa

bef ore coming to the Secondary
School . Because of Bantu education

he was not at a | evel where he could
go into the final year ofschooling and
was placed in Form 4

He says:

Il had previously heard about

SOMAFCO and had hi gh

expectations but the practical

experi ence was unbelievable. | never

i magi ned there coul d be progress

wi t hout corporal punishment or that
per suasi on could be used as a
corrective neasure.

Under Bantu education everything
conmes from above but here the
situation is different because we are
given the chance to think for

oursel ves, and to apply oursel ves.
The curriculumis totally different
from Bantu education. Firstly, the fact
that | abour was part of the school’s
programme is a good policy. For
politics to be taught fromthe

cl assroom was anot her aspect that |

f ound encour agi ng.

Being able to work through a Student
Counci | one coul d choose nmany

avenues of expression or activities. |
am now t he head of the News

Conmittee which daily nonitors,
wites up and delivers news to the
students and the community. Bantu
education teachers cane to the
classroomnerely to do their duty.



Whet her the student grasps the

subject ma tter or not is of no concern
to them At SOVA FCO the teachers

are concerned about the individual
progress of the students/

Lear ni ng toget heri
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VWen the Secondary School started, a
Primary School was not envisaged. As
the Mazi nbu popul ation grew, it

becanme obvious that prinmary schoo
facilities would have to be provided. The
school started in 1980 with a mninm
staff. in renovated buil dings.
Subsequently tenporary cl assroons

were erected. The school now has an
enrol ment of 270 and is still housed in
these overcrowded and i nadequate

prem ses which | ack the necessary
facilities.

Buil ding is al nost conpl eted on the new
Primary School and it will be in use
before the end of the year. The new
school can only inprove the quality of
our primary education

Qurstaffing needs are still critical. Only
5 teachers are qualified and great
reliance has still to be placed on young

peopl e who have recently conpl et ed
secondary schooling. Not only do these
young peopl e not have the specialised
The Primary Schoo

training for a conplicated educationa
task, but many of themare working in
the Primary School only until they |eave
to further their studies. Staffing
continuity is thus not possible. W are
bei ng assisted at school by two

vol unteers - one from Sweden and one
fromBritain. The latter is in charge of
arenedi al class for older children, many
of whom have recently arrived from
Mozambi que with only a smattering of
English. The staffing situation wll

i mprove when 5 ANC primary teachers
return fromupgradi ng courses in

Sweden next year

Pupils range in age from6 to |6 years.
Many of the pupils have to stay in the
school dormitories, either because their
parents have been killed or because they
are unable to be with themfor sone

ot her reason. Both these factors create
speci al educational problens.

English is the medium of instruction. Yet
only two pupils speak English as their
3W 1 (jJ kri. TV K( .i (-
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first language. Qther first |anguages

i ncl ude, Portuguese, KiSwahili, Zulu

Set swana, Spani sh and Swedi sh. Pupils
Engl i sh conpetence varies considerably
The | anguage situation at the schoo
ensures that all teaching has to be done
using TESL skills.

Emphasis is placed not only on teaching
literacy and nuneracy, but also Histor
of the Struggle, arts and crafts, cultur
and sport. Pupils also participate in
extra-nural activities which include
canpi ng, art, pen pals and indoor games.
In line with SOVAFCO policy, the
children maintain the school and its
surroundi ngs. Recently gardens have

been started at their dormtories.

Qur prinmary education still faces u itl



an enornous chall enge. The Day rel
Centre and Nursery School’s integrates
programe to devel op nuneracy and
English skills should ensure better
performances from future first year

i ntakes at the Prinmary School .



Absorbed by mat hemati cs.

Profile Dennis. Aged | 3.

Grade Pupil at the Primary

School

He grew up in a small town in the
Northern Transvaal . H s father was
killed in a car accident when he was
very young. His nother is a secondary
school teacher who was not invol ved
in politics. He started school at 9, and
thinks that this is the normai starting
age. He remenbers that they had to
wear two different uniforms every
week and if you did not have the
correct uniformor shoes you were

not allowed into the school

My nmot her had to pay too much, but
there was an African man in the

vill age who hel ped the parents to pay
for the children to go to school. | was
not happy at that school where we
wer e taught in Shangaan and never

| earned nuch English. W only played
soccer and did running. The male
teachers and the principal beat us for
anything_ if we were noisy or nade

m st akes.’

In 1984 his nother started to hear
about the ANC. She took Dennis and
his |16 year oid sister (now a
secondary school student at

SOMAFCO) to Botswana and pl aced
themin the care of the ANC. They
were soon sent to SOVAFCO by our
Movement .

7 am happy here. Ilike to be with the
ANC. | learn English, History of the
Struggl e and many things that | was
not taught at home. We do not have

to pay for anything. | want to be a
pil ot when | grow up.’

This anbition is nost unlikely to be
achi eved by any Black child still in
South Africa, |let alone by one
growing up in a poor rural village.

it is adreamthat is nowwthin his
range of possibility.



The Nursery School physically forns
part of the Charlotte Maxeke Children’s
Centre. There are four brightly

col oured Nursery School Units. Each
unit consists of a sleeping room a play
room a common room toilets,
handbasi ns and showers. At present the
Nur sery School caters for | 10 children
fromthe age of 3 to 7.

Before noving to the new premises in
1984. the Nursery School had shared

the crowded Primary School facilities.
Even this was an inprovenment on the

one roomin Mrogoro in which the

Nur sery School started in 1979. The
staffing needs ofthe Nursery School are
| ess pressing than in the other
educational sectors. There are siXx
trained teachers (4 of them ANC cadres
and one Dutch and one Swedi sh
volunteer). A further three trained
ANC teachers will return in 1986. The
trained staff are assisted by untrained
but enthusiastic young people, nost of
A class at the Nursery School

Lear ni ng through pl ay.

whom are waiting to go away to study.
An adventure playground for the
children was recently built over a |ongl
weekend by voluntary | abour. 3

Children are divided into age groups

wi thin each unit. The syllabus ,
concentrates on basic nuneracy, English _
| anguage skills, arts and crafts and
culture. Learning takes place through
play and participation in a stinulating
envi ronnent . |

Breakfast, |unch and snacks are supplied
to the children fromthe Children,s
Centre kitchen. |

There are living-in facilities for th
chil dren whose parents are not at

Mazi nbu.

Profile Fritz. Aged 3. Pupil acne

Nur sery School

H s nother and sister were

assassinated by the racists while _
were in Angol a.

Tits nice at Mazinbu. There '5 room

me to play and other childrem. ’

My school is nice, just it’'s not the L
Sat urday. ’



The Ruth First Student

Oientation Centre - Dakawa

Fifty knms from Mazi mbu, on anot her

pi ece of land granted to the ANC by
the Tanzani an government, is the ANC
Devel opnment Centre i n Dakawa.

1

Since 1982 the Orientation Centre at

i Dakawa has been an inportant adjunct
to SOVAFCO.

i All students arriving to enter the

| Secondary School go to the Ruth First
SOCC in the first instance.

Here students are upgraded in the
natural sciences, mathematics and
Engl i sh.

IT also wite an assessnent test to
de. rmne at what |evel they are to be
pl aced in the Secondary School

Time is given regularly to Hi story of the
Struggle and to political discussion
Students enter SOVAFCO proper with
ytsone grounding in the nature of the
ANC.

Students are al so involved in manua

(1 abour projects which involve the

mai nt enance of their tents and
surroundi ngs.

This is particularly inportant at Dakawa
i where heavy rains often create
extremely muddy conditions.

Profile Zandi. Aged |4. Form 2

Student at the Secondary School

She was born in South Africa. Wen

her parents left in i980, she stayed
at home with her grandnother. She

too left honme at the end of i 984 and
upon her arrival in East Africa went
to the Ruth First SOC i n Dakawa.
"Grls were living in a dormtory, boys
intents, but there was only room for

| 4 girls, so sonme girls also had to stay
intents.

In the norning the bell rang at 8 for
breakfast. After that at | 0 we started
wor k operations. Sonme washed the

di shes and pots, sone cleaned the
environnen t. After lunch, at 3pm we
went to studies until 6pm Later in
the evening we all gathered for the
news briefing and then are supper
After supper we sang revol utionary
songs whi ch we new peopl e | ear ned.

The kitchen staff on duty and the
cooks for the next day were

announced each eveni ng.

Iwanted to be at SOVAFCO where

ny nother is teaching, but | was quite
happy and the people were all very
friendly. | decided to be brave and to
remain until | had to |leave for mny
Mazi mbu school i ng.

VWile | was at Dakawa two conrades

got married and there was a weddi ng
party. The night before we left for
SOVAFCO we had a disco and

danced and sang toget her.

We | eft Dakawa sooner than W

shoul d have to make room for many

conr ades com ng from Lesot ho.

Before we left we were all given an



assessment test for entry into

SOVAFCO
| qualified to go to Form 2
Il earned many things at Dakawa, |ike

the ANC and our struggl e.

Al so about the Tanzani an people, for
exanpl e, the Masai. | had never heard
about such peopl e before.

I even | earned that one can eat snake

and it is delicious - tastes like chicken
| learned to cook over an open fire

i n Dakawa’









Charl otte Maxeke

Childrenls Centre

The centre houses both the Creche/ Day
Care facilities and the Nursery School
The Nursery School has been dealt with
in greater detail in the section of this
paper dealing with the educationa
sector at SQOVAFCO

Previously an attenpt was nmade to
provide creche facilities in an

over crowded house in Mrrogoro. The

Nur sery School shared the cranped
Primary School prem ses.

In April of 1984 the Charlotte Maxeke
Children’s Centre was opened. Here we
are able to offer the younger nenbers
of ourconmunity the facilities that they
deserve.

The grounds of the Centre contain
grassy nounds, sand pits and shal | ow
pool s which can be filled with water. An
adventure playground was recently
constructed by voluntary | abour

A nunber of children stay pernanently
at the Centre. Either because they are
or phans or because their parents are
perform ng tasks away from Mazi nbu

for the ANC. There are six residences
for nursery school children. Each has a
resi dent house nother and can
accommodate |2 children. Each

resi dence is separate. For younger
children there are three units which are
pl anned both for day care and for

resi dence. Each of these units can
accommodate 20 children. A flat is
attached to each unit for the
accommodati on of resident staff. A
further unit. also able to accommbdate
20 children is used only as a day care
facility.

The central bl ock houses a kitchen
(which supplies nmeals to all the children
using the Nursery School and Day Care
facilities as well as to the children in
per manent residence). a dining room
smal | anphi theater and admi ni stration
of fices.

Children are taken into the Creche at
the age of one year and nove up to the
Nursery School at three years of age.
Over 60 children are at present using
the Creche/Day Care facilities.

The Day Care programme is not nerely
achild m nding service. The progranmme
is intended to provide an introduction
to the work of the Nursery School
Parents are urged to nake use of the
Day Care facilities in order to prepare
children for the Nursery Schoo

pr ogr ame.

As in so many areas at Mazi nmbu, we are
hanpered by the | ack of trained
personnel . However. students have

been sent to study child care and child
psychol ogy and staff nenbers are away
on short upgradi ng courses.

Kat e Mol al
Mat er ni tw
Centre

The centre acconmmpdat es wonen in



the last nonths of their pregnancy and
not hers with young babi es.

The centre can acconmpbdate 36 g

not hers and their young babies. It |
consists of three living units and a
kitchen which is used for the
preparation of food for the babies.



SOVAFCO has educati ona

responsibilities to the whole comunity
at Mazinbu. As a result ofthe iniquitous
South African system of education, nmany
peopl e have little or no schooling. The
Adul t Education programre ainms to

cater for the needs of these cadres.
The primary | evel of the programme is
able to bring about basic literacy and
i nurmeracy for adults previously denied
1 these |l earning opportunities. Today
Ithere are 40 students in the primary
le; This part of the programme is

r’ ng relatively snoothly and

i enrol ment has been high since |1982.
The secondary level is divided into

i ntermedi ate and advanced secti ons.

| The basic course of study follows syllab
used in the Secondary School. This

| ector has had many difficulties relating
;to the permanence and quality of the
teaching staff and an i nadequate supply
| 1' relevant teaching naterial
lrecently personnel have been invol ved
"n wor kshops and seminars in association
with the Tanzani an Adult Education
Services. O her cadres have been sent
away for training. Hopefully the Adult
Educati on progranme will benefit from

i :hese neasures.

The Works Conmittee, representing
workers in all the production units at

i "l azi mbu, has done much to encourage
lidult education.

| kecently the Works Conmittee agreed
jlo release participants in the adult
Leducati on programe from work on

i Saturday mornings so that they can
ittend cl asses.

I

Profile Sydney. Aged 52.

Wor ker .

He has never been to school and has
taught himself to read and wite. He

is studying in the junior section ofthe
secondary | evel of the adult education
programe.

"At last | amgoing to school. Perhaps
| amnot too old and I wll still be

gi ven a chance by the ANC to go

away for studies. | donlt understand
why everyone is so frightened by this
mat hemat i cs.

Mat hematics is the subject | 1ike.
There’s just one thing... The teacher
cones in and gives us the work and

then has to go to one of the other
classes. This is no good. Wen you

are learning after work there is not
much tinme. You nust have the

teacher there to explain when you

donlt understand. ’



Profile: Ossie Dennis. Project

Manager .

[In July of 1977 | was recalled fromthe
GDR where | had qualified as a civi

engi neer. At Mazinbu | was shown the

two dil api dated houses and | 00 acres of

| and t hat had been donated by the
Tanzani an government. Qur first

priority was to provide housing for
students who were living sone 50 km
from Morogoro

| | ooked at the possibility of renovating
the two shells of houses to

accomodat e 30 students. W had to

fight our way through weeds and grass
before getting to the ruins of walls and
roof. There was nothing el se - no doors,
wi ndows or ceilings. and all fittings had
| ong since been renoved.

| deci ded that the foundations, walls and
roofs of the houses were still sound. A
m ni mum of work woul d nmake the

houses habitabl e again

Back in town | nade enquiries about the
availabilitiy of skilled ANC workers in
the area. There were two skilled

bri ckl ayers, one qualified and one

sem -qualified carpenter. There were
also a few other unskilled workers who
woul d be able to assist.

| recommended that ifwe were to house

the students, we should commence

work inmmedi ately and that nyselfand a
few ot hers should nove at once to the
site. Mazinbu was virtually bush, with
no running water. no electricity, no

wi ndows, doors or ceilings in the
houses. Nevertheless it was imnportant

to be there.

The only tools we had with us were a
hamer, a saw, a hoe and a few nails.

We brought. sone enpty bags to cover

the wi ndow and door openings, and al so
sonme buckets and disinfectant. Sone of
the personnel who had never seen

Mazi nbu before were shocked at the
conditions. but were intimdated by ny
confidence and enthusiasmto get the

job done. They agreed to remain

The first task was to nail up the w ndow
and door gaps and to haul water from
the nearby river to scrub the floors. Six
of us lived in this way for 6 nonths.
During these nmonths we had conpl et ed

the renovations for the student

resi dence. W made cenent bl ocks near
the river, knocked out some walls,
installed the wi ndow and door franes

and the ceilings, and dug a pit latrine.
GCssi e Dennis on the

construction site in 1979.

In early 1978 the Treasurer Cenera

made his first visit to Mazinmbu and | was
able to inpress on himthe inportance

of opening a special account and the
necessity of always having sonme funds
avail able so that we did not have to
purchase one itemat a time. He

i medi ately rel eased funds for the

buil ding project and this nade |ife nuch
easi er.



It was decided thatJanuary the 8th, the
anni versary ofthe founding ofthe ANC,
woul d be cel ebrated at ©Mazi nbu. W
extended the verandah in front of one

of the houses for use as a stage and the
first National Day was marked here.

We had not had a proper brief as to

what type of school to build, what
facilities were required or what
standards to set. W were groping in

the dark until the first visit of President
O R Tanbo in February of 1978.

The President said that we should build
a school that would be the pride not Q
only of the students who woul d study
here. but of all the oppressed people in
South Africa. He added that we should
build a school that would al ways remain
a nonurment to the solidarity that exists
bet ween t he peopl e of Tanzania and the
oppressed people of South Africa.

W then set about our work with much
nore confidence. But things were not

X
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easy. W kept getting nessages from

HQ aski ng when the first foundations
were to be laid. We still had no pl ans,
no construction equi pment. no skilled
wor kers and hardly any noney.

To begin with, a Danish architect, who
subsequently becane a vol unteer at

Mazi mbu, assisted us fromhis honme in
Morogoro. Early in 1 979 we were joi ned
by an ANC architect and our Technica
Depart nent was established. This
Department has been cl osely invol ved

in the project and is increasingly able to
rely on ANC personnel. In fact, when 3
trained architects return fromtheir
studies later this year, Mazinbu will have
nore qualified Black architects than
there are in the whole of South Africa.
As soon as the students started arriving,
a school was inprovised in one of the
renovat ed bui | di ngs.

By the end of 1978 our grant of |and
was increased to 250 acres. Qur
temporary electricity supply was
established as was the water supply. In
August of 1978 we hosted the first ever
Nati onal Education Council meeting of

t he ANC

The foundations of our first buildings
were poured on January the 8th, 1979.
This was one of the best days of

vol untary work ever held here -
virtually every ANC menber in East
Africa participated.

The Treasurer General arrived in 1979
in the mddl e of one of the wettest
seasons ever experienced. Wen he saw
all the foundation trenches, bricks,
everyt hing under nud, he shook his head
and said: You will never nanage this.
You nust hire tractors. f By the end of
that year he had becone convinced that
we were capabl e of doing the job and

he has remai ned convi nced of our
capabilities ever since.

The night we first sw tched on our
electricity, we had just received our first
vehicle, a short wheel -base Landrover.
We | oaded everyone in and drove up to
the Iringa road, which is higher than
Mazi mbu. We waited until dark and we
could see our lights blazing at Mzi nbu.
Fromthen on we grew .and devel oped

in strength, confidence and

organi zati on. Today we can boast of a
fully devel oped construction team W
have a conpetent design team CQur

el ectrical section, headed by a Dutch
vol unteer, is capable of doing high and
| ow tension installation and maintaining
transforners. notors and fridges. For
two years running the electricity unit
was honoured with the award for the
best production unit. Qur carpentry and
wel di ng units can neet the needs of
construction.

The success ofthe construction project
owes much to the 5 years dedicated

wor k of our Dutch site engineer

As the Mazi nbu project approaches

conpl etion, ANC architects, engineers



and other skilled workers are returning
to us after having conpleted their
training overseas. The great nmmjority of
these are students who left for further
studies from Mazinbu in 1977 and |978.
For the first tinme,volunteers hel ping us
are working with ANC counterparts.

We are now facing the new task, the

bui | di ng of the ANC Devel opnent

Centre at Dakawa, with greater

confi dencef



The Ist May 1984 was a significant day
for all at Mazi mbu.

Not only was it May Day, but it was al so
the day on which the ANC HOLLAND

SOLI DARI TY HOSPI TAL was opened.

Who coul d have envi saged our own
hospital here in 1979, when the health
services were established by an ANC
nurse who tried to deal with all the
conmunity’s health problens in one

smal | room

Havi ng our own nodern nedical facility
makes an enornous difference.

The hospital is designed for preventive,
curative, maternal and child care
services. It will also take the lead in
heal th education for the comunity and
an in-service training for ANC nedi ca
cadres.

The hospital is currently staffed entirely
by ANC nedi cal personnel. There is one
doctor. a senior sister. two qualified
sisters, a paediatric nurse and two

medi cal assistants. Paranedical staff
consi sts ofthree | aboratory technicians,
a nedi cal technol ogist, three pharmacy
and two dental technicians.

The wards can accommdate 20

pati ents. The out-patient polyclinic sees
patients daily. There is an operating
theatre and a delivery room X-ray
facilities. a pathol ogical |aboratory.
pharmacy and dental surgery.

During the period Decenber 1984 to
January 1985. the hospital saw 2,135
adults and 237 children. O the adults
[,139 were Tanzani an workers and
peasants from surroundi ngs villages. The
nost preval ent disease is malaria. Many
patients also suffer fromrespiratory

i nfections and septic sores.

Not all ofthe facilities have been taken
into use. Building is still being conpleted
and there is not sufficient trained staff
for some of the facilities. Fromthe
outset the Mazi nbu nedi cal team has
relied heavily on the support and
cooperation of the Tanzani an nedi ca
servi ces.

Free nedical service is provided by
Tanzani a for ANC personnel

In the mast all serious cases were
referred to the Morogoro or Dar es

Sal aam hospitals. W still nake use of
these facilities for cases which cannot be
treated at the hospital.

The treatnent of nmental illness remains
a problem Sonme of the Mazi nmbu
conmuni t yhas been very badly affected

by the stresses of living in apartheid
South Africa, the stresses of exile and
the effects of torture and prol onged
detention (the fate of many).

W are fortunate to have the services

of an ANC psychiatrist who visits

Mazi mbu once a year.

Not enough trai ned personnel and
shortage of drugs remain the chief

pr obl ens.

A patient receiving treatnent.

Young child with nalaria.



:ing in the harvest.

D

In South Africa, Black people have no
experi ence, except as l|labourers. in

i ntensive agriculture. The SOVAFCO
farmis intended to nake us
self-sufficient in food as far as possible
and to train ANC agricultural workers.

In order to be able to offer such training,
and to naximse yields, an early policy
deci sion was taken to use capita

i ntensive nethods of farming. Current
production justifies this decision

Crop Production

Less than hal fof the 800 arable hectares
is being utilised at present. Yet we have
al ready becone virtually sel f-sufficient
in this area.

1984 | 985

Pl ant ed harvested Crop Pl anted

2l Oha 430 000 kg Mai ze 238 ha

80 ha 80 000 kg Sorghum 84 ha

I 8 ha I D 500 kg Sunfl ower 40 ha

20 ha | 3 700 kg Beans 58 ha

Mai ze production is well above the

90 000 kg required for our own

Moder n techni ques.



consunption. The surplus is sold to
Tanzani an wor kers at gover nnent

prices and used as stock feed. In 1984
we were able to sell 40 000 kg of
sorghumto the Tanzani an Seed

Conpany, after neeting our own needs

for human consunption and stock feed.

We are awaiting the arrival of an oi
Grain storage facilities.

The new pi ggery.

expel l er, which will enable us to supply
oil to the community and use the husks
as stock feed. The 1985 bean harvest
shoul d make us self-sufficient. The grain
store at the farm al so contains

machi nery for threshing, dehusking and
grinding and for m xing stock feed.

The farm owes nuch to the expertise

of the Dani sh vol unteer manager. The:
farm conpl ex al so houses an

adm ni stration building and tractor park
Horticul ture

This section, was al so devel oped with

t he assistance of a Dani sh vol unteer, and
is adm nistered as a separate unit ever
though it falls into our genera

agricul tural planning.

Qur aimis self-sufficiency in fruit and
veget abl es. About 50% of the

conmunity’s needs are al ready being
supplied. As orchards start bearing th
per cent age shoul d i ncrease. The
horticulture section also supplies the
conmunity with plants, shrubs and fruit
trees for their gardens.

Ani mal Husbandry

Wrk on the new piggery is being
conpleted and the first litters have

al ready been born in the new pens. The
piggery is planned to accommpdate a
fairly constant adult population of | O.
Sows are being noved here fronma

ol d piggery at Kihonda. Qur strain has

i mproved noticeably with the

i ntroduction of Danish breeding stock

Al ready we are able to supply 600 kg of
dressed pork to the community once

every fortnight.

Qur small beef herd is increasing slowy,
despite setbacks from an out break of
East Coast fever. W are not yet able

to supply beef to the conmunity, but
expansion is planned for the future.

We are awaiting the arrival of a snal
dairy herd. We look forward to having
our own mlk and dairy products but are
aware that it may be sone tine before

we have devel oped a rel atively disease
resi stant herd.

Coats: The flock of 300 goats are usec
for meat for special occasions, like the
wor kers New Year party.

Poultry: In 1983 egg production reCd

t e:

4000 per week. By the end of 1984

| ayers were ageing and had to be

sl aughtered. The one day old

repl acenents from Denmark proved to

be particularly prone to di sease and
were deci mated. Production is thus very’
| ow at present, but expansion is planned.



Tenmporary sheds are still being used as
poultry runs. New runs are to be built
wi th incubation and hatching facilities.
The conpl etion ofthe new poultry unit
shoul d enabl e us to nmaintain a constant
popul ation of layers and to cone cl ose’
to self sufficiency.



Smal | I ndustries

it is planned that the bul k of Mazinmbu' s
ndustries will be noved to the ANC

Devel opnent Centre at Dakawa once

the necessary infrastructure has been
established there.

Vuyisile Mni Carpentry Factory

The growt h of the carpentry factory has
been cl osely linked to the expansi on of
the building progranme on the

conpl ex. The factory was only
established in 198l,but alreadyin |982
it was able to supply all the franes, doors
and furniture needed for Unit 2 at the
Se dary School. The arrival of new
nBlery enabl ed the factory to

increase its range of furniture. Due to
the increasing denands of the building
progranmme it worked day and ni ght

shifts during that year. The factory now
produces all the furniture and wooden
fittings needed on the conpl ex.

The factory is heavily reliant on
Tanzani an | abour. Once the

construction programe is conpl eted

at Mazinbu the factory will concentrate
on the training of ANC personnel
Production will be a source of incone
for the ANC

The carpentry factory produces all our furniture nee
El ectrical repairs to a generati

Pron? !(eith. A8601 29 ' | went straight into the electrical " nag x
El ectrical”. department where there were five a, . RS if
" other ANC workers. |l earnedmuch r t,

I ' ,was an activist in the Students fromthem and we had a very heavy as x
ry, resentative Councils in workload. W began by wiring the

SQNETO am |l eft SOt h Africa in new classroomblock, Unit 2 and T

| 973 He was anpbng the first some newy renovated houses.

students who arrived in Mazinbu. In 198! the Mazi mbu Wirks

t. ?Ve students were then participating Commttee was formed. The Works

t directly 1." budding the SChOO . Sone Conmittee represents the workers

n worked, In the garage. sonme |" and ains at devel oping correct

agriculture. This W8!" 0" until the attitudes towards | abour and ensures

for mer Site ofthe was converted ""30 discipline at work. Its main task is to
the ant cl assroons for SOVAFCO organi ze our cadres into production

1' and we were introduced to the units where they will discuss the

n; various subjects we were to studyi problens of their departnents or

a: He was part of the first group sent sectors and how to inprove their

9 from SOVAFCO t 0o study overseas. mnethods of work.

He Spent 2V2 years in the German The Works Committee has the duty

Denocratic Republic and qualified as to develop the political consciousness
an electrician. He returned to WO’ k of the workers to create facilities for
at Mazinbu. the school to fulfill its mission. W

On ny return | founda very different are all here to service SOVAFCO
situation. The former sisal estate had / first becane secretary of the Wrks
been transforned into a cultivated Comrittee in 1982 and its chairman
farmwi th many new buildings. in md 1984. Istillhold this position.’

Ever ywhere constructi on was

under way.



George Ponen who started the garment factory with the first Mazinbu-trai ned garment worke
r

Garment Factory

The factory was set up by a highly

experi enced ANC cadre. Fundi ng was
received in 1982, but construction was

sl owed down because of shortages of
materi al s. Machi nery and equi prent was
installed in |1983.

The main itens produced were schoo

uni forms and garnents in short supply.
The objectives of the factory are to
teach skills to the ANC cadres, to supply
the community and to generate a cash
flow These objectives are only partially
being realised. Sone of the comunity’s
needs are being supplied and a small cash
incone is being generated. Training is
hanpered both by the absence of the
manager for medical treatment and by

the lack of sufficient trained personnel
Tailoring Unit

This unit started in 1980 in renovated
buil dings with three donestic treadle
machines. Facilities were inproved in
1981, but working conditions are stil

over crowded and nore industria

machi nes are needed.

The unit produces househol d needs
(curtains etc.,) individual needs (sunhats
etc.,) and carries out alterations to

cl othes. Some training takes place on the
job. This unit fulfills a real need in the
conmuni ty.

Cobbl ery

The Unit handl es repairs of |eather

goods for the whol e East African
conmunity of the ANC. Despite
difficulties in obtaining | eather. the unit
has al so produced articles |ike sandals.
school and travel bags. The tenporary

wor kspace i s overcrowded.

Gar age

In 1978 there were six vehicles and only
one ANC mechanic. Most work had to

be carried out commercially in

Morogoro at great expense.

As an increasing nunber of ANC

nmechani cs were depl oyed to Mazi nbu.

our garage took on a greater work | oad.
The vol ume of work was so great that

by 1981 six Tanzani an

nmechani cs had to al so be enpl oyed

Today the garage services and nmintains
all the ANC vehicles (busses. trucks,
tractors, cars, notorcycles) from

Mazi mbu. Dakawa and Dar es Sal aam At

the moment there isachronic sho

of spares and this is seriously hanpe

t he wor k.

A new, well planned, garage conmplex is
presently under construction. A nunber

of ANC cadres are due to return to

Mazi mbu after conpleting vocationa

and technical training in notor

mechani cs.

Vel di ng Wor kshop

In 1981 one ANC wel der established

the workshop in a | ean-to, using gas
bottl es and one wel ding machine. In

1982 an | US vol unteer from Finl and



took over the managerment of the unit,
whi ch had been reinforced by ANC
personnel . The buil di ng was expanded
and i nproved to accommobdate the new
machi nery which arrived from1983 to
1985. The unit is presently managed by
an 1US volunteer fromthe GDR with an
ANC counterpart.

The wel di ng departnment is able to
service the needs ofthe building project,
farm and nmechani cal workshop fully.



laj or tasks conpleted include the
tructural erection of the new piggery,

I

Centre at Dakawa, gal vani sed pipes for
f enci ng.

va.tanks for the ANC Devel opnent Stress is placed on the job training.
The late Eli Weinberg, a stalwart of the
5i NC and SACTU, was forced to go into
cine in 1976. As a professiona

) hot ogr apher he recogni zed t he
Jolitical and historic inportance of the
Thot ogr aphi ¢ medi um

for him photography was a powerful

i ropaganda weapon for the ANC. This

ead himto establish a photo | aboratory
"1l Mazinbu in 1979. He donated his

i ersonal equi prent and began the

stai ning of students. The Photo
.aboratory maintains and expands an

Y

hi stori cal photo archive. Students are
trained in the political and technica
aspects of photography. Publicity
material is provided to ANC m ssions
and solidarity organisations throughout
the worl d.

The Laboratory is staffed by ANC
personnel. At present there are two ful
ti me photographers and one publicity
wor ker. Two Secondary Schoo

students and two workers are in

traini ng.

The Laboratory is housed in two

tsued AJaSSid Mau aq) Suip’ eM :yugouepuo
Great attention is paid to the safety of
t he wor kers.

The Eli Wi nberg Photo

Labor at or

renovat ed storeroons. The working

space is cranped and i nadequate. The
addition of an adjoining roomto the

| aboratory will inmprove working

condi tions.

The Laboratory produces all passport
phot ographs required by the

conmunity. This service has saved the
ANC nmany thousands of shillings.

VHS Vi deo equi prment is being used to
buil d an historical archive, to produce
publicity material and for training.

e
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/ Pl anni ng and Design

Criteria

Comment from the Techni cal

Depart ment

Qur school was planned for the youth

of South Africa who reject apartheid and
the system of Bantu educati on which
ains to produce inferior citizens.
SOVAFCO i s a school for freedom

i ntended to fashion nen and wonen

who will build the new South Africa.

It was designed sinply but with the
greatest attention to detail.

The schools, the Childrens Centre, the
hospital and the houses represent the
kind offacilities which the ANC and its
supporters would like to establish for all
Sout h Africans when the rubble of
apartheid has been cl eared away.

Li ke SOVAFCO, the ANC

Devel opnent Centre at Dakawa has



h

ever been conceived as a centre for
efugees. It too is planned to devel op
kills, structures and the organizationa
:nmbryo of a South Africa free from
:xploitation. When conplete it will be
,5 large as hundreds of South African
mal | t owns.

ts planning takes cogni zance of the fact
hat the people who |ive and work here
re basically urban, and that the skills
vhi ch nmust be devel oped nust neet the

| CEdS ofa highly industrialised country.
Even nore so than SOVAFCO, the

) akawa Devel opnent Centre nust be
elf-reliant.

loncepts for the Centre have been

| am ered out at a series of semnars

ed by the ANC | eadershi p over

he ast few years. Nearly al

Depart ments have partici pated and

| essons have been drawn fromthe

experi ence at SOVAFCO

The size ofthe project has been wei ghed
and great flexibility has been allowed for
by decentralising the villages. As far as
the structures are concerned,

particul arly housing, the need for
econony. sinplicity and speed of
erection has been stressed. A three

bedr oom house will be two thirds as
| arge as the SOVAFCO equi val ent .
Nevert hel ess, the Dakawa village will be

an attractive environnent worthy of
proud people working for a free and
proud South Africa.

Wrk on the new library.

Dormtory common r00

(2;



ANC - Devel opnent

Centre - Dakawa

E

Tents at Dakawa with the tenporary adm nistration building in the background and
mural of Ruth First.

This special edition of the Progress
Report is aimed to co-incide with thei
of ficial opening of SOMAFCO, and thus
concentrates on SOMAFCO and its

support structures. Thus only an

overvi ew of the Dakawa project wll be
gi ven here.

The [ and at Dakawa was granted to the
ANC by the Tanzani an gover nnment.

Here we intend to establish a settlenen
which will be capabl e of absorbing an

i nflux of people forced to | eave South
Africa. Eventually the project should be
abl e to accommodat e and support 5,000
people. Acluster ofvillages is envi d
around a nucl eus area containing t e
Vocational Training Centre, Student
Oientation Centre and Cul tural

Centre.

Smal | industries are to be established.
The bulk of the rest ofthe land will be ,
devel oped for agriculture, and ranchi ng.
Primary , Nursery School and Day Care
facilities will be established. CQur

pi oneers at Dakawa are coping with

harsh conditions and are chiefly houset
intents. Already we have had to
acconmmodat e | arge and unexpected

groups forced to | eave the Eastern Cape .
due to the current unrest. The ANC
doctor from Mazi mbu visits Dakawa

once a week. but nedical facilities are
still inadequate. Problens with the
supply of water will hopefully be sol ved
in the near future.

One of the key projects at Dakaus

the Vocational Training Centre, re,

ANC cadres will be able to acquire
practical skills.

Prefabricated structures are to be used
and Phase One ofthe building is al ready
conpl eted. This consists of an
administration block, alibrary. a 4

cl assroomto accommpdate 54 students

a dormtory and an ablution bl ock.
Cooking will continue to be done over,
open fires until the kitchen is conpleted :
during Phase Two. Power is supplied
froma generator as a tenporary

nmeasure. Instruction should start by the
end of this year.



The Vocational Training Centre (phase one conpl eted).



I
_ Solidarity Page __

Tunga Rtunga

A Tanzani an adult education expert who
has been depl oyed by the Tanzani an
government to assist in devel opi ng our
adul t education programres.

i Adult education is inportant here
because in a free South Africa there wll
be an urgent need to set up intensive
mass programres of adult education

The Tanzani an people fully support the
ANC in their struggle to liberate
African soil fromapartheid and
imperialism Their struggle is ours.’
Teresa Bail ey

A British teacher, working in the
Secondary School

i When | cane here in 1982 | was
impressed to find people fromall sorts
of backgrounds cooperating with each

ot her. The students are very aware of
why they are here and serious about
their studies. Since | have been here
teachi ng conditions have inproved
trenmendously with nore teachers and
resources. The conpl ex as a whol e

devel ops nore and nore each day.

Peopl e are | earning organi zati onal and
manageri al skills here.

Mar gar et ha Ber gknut

She and her husband, Scandi navi an

vol unteers, taught at the Prinary Schoo
froml1982 to 1985. Wen they arrived
there were 80 pupils. Enrol ment had
grown to 270 by the time of their
departure.

il shall mss Mazinbu. W& have |earnt a
lot. ~’

The Mazi mbu proj ect owes much to the
assi stance given by non-South African
vol unteers. Fromthe earliest days ofthe
project we have benefitted fromtheir
skills. Volunteers have conme from
Sweden, Denmark. Finland, Poland, the
German Denocratic Republic, the

__ _ WIllemvan Harderwijk

Net herl ands, Britain and Tanzani a.

He and his wife are volunteers fromthe
Net herl ands. Wllem a qualified

engi neer. has worked since | 980 as site
engi neer in the construction team

This is how sone of the volunteers have
seen us.

My best nmenory of the years at

Mazi mbu is the way in which | have se
ny ANC counterpart acquire skills

apply thempry cal/y.’

WIllemvan Harderwi jk with his ANC counterpart doing voiuntary |abour on the building of
the playground at the Nursery School

Mar garetha with her cl ass.

Bar bel Busse

A vol unteer fromthe Gernman

Denocratic Republic, who's husband i:

al so working at Mazi mbu. The Busse’s
smal | daughter has attended our

Nursery and Primary School s. Barbe

t eaches Devel oprment of Societies at the
Secondary School



i We are happy that our skills have been
utilised fully at Mazinbu. The students
are so keen to learn despite the fact that
their educational backgrounds are so

poor. We fully support the ANC in the
liberation struggle and will be sad to

| eave.’
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The Mazi mbu project, described in this
Report, woul d never have cone even cl ose

to realisationif it had not been for the
generosity and assi stance received from our
friends and supporters all over the world.
Support has been received from

government s, organi sations and i ndi vi dual s.
Donati ons have ranged fromthe

consi derabl e suns of noney required for the
bui | di ngs themnsel ves, t oaf ew envel opes and
some witing paper sent as a gift to a Primary
School child.

We are very aware of how rmuch we owe to

our donors and supporters. W are warned

by the tangible solidarity with our struggle
and out people that has been manifested
fromso many quarters in the years since the
Mazi mbu project was initiated.

We have decided not to name individua

donors in the body of this Report. W do,
however, extend our gratitude and
appreciation to all our supporters.

W have al so deci ded to nake one exception
and to nention the UNDP, UNESCO and

ot her specialised agencies of the UN
specifically. Their continuing support for the
proj ect has been of imreasurabl e val ue.

Wt hout the encouragenent and advice

recei ved fromthese agenci es when the
project was still only being envisaged, we
coul d never have started buil di ng Mazi nbu.
The buil ding of the Mazimbu conplex is
nearing conpl etion. Thisunfortunately does
not nean that we will no | onger have to rely
on the generosity of our friends. The ANC is
a liberation organisation, and as such does
not have i ndependent sources of funding.

Money will still be required at Mazinbu for
runni ng costs, naintenance and expansi on
Qur students will still need schol arships. Qur’

hospital must maintain its stock of drugs.
Qur people rmust be fed and cl ot hed.

In addition, we are just starting the
construction of the Devel opnment Centre at
Dakawa - a project which will require

| ar ge-scal e support.

In South Africa we have a

saying: | Do not get tifed
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