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Dear Cenr ades,

The O fice of the African Nationai Congress in Sweden sends its
fraternal greetings to you.

It has been a pleasure fer the structures at hone to have aiiowed
(tenrade VU551 MAHI ASQEA to participate in varieus activities of the
80th Ann_iversary of the ANC here

As you are well aware, Vusi acconpani ed the bend, TANANAS around the
Wengt h and breadth 0? Sweden, in order tO raise funds for our
organi sation. Vusi stayed on after | ANANAS left to continue by going
around addressing schoois in the Uai ahna area, where his taient as a
nusi cian made it poseibie for himto reach the students through
speech and nusic.

Here are sone of the eeheels that he addressed:e

1) Brunnevi k FolkhegskOla in Ludvi ka

2) H515i nggbhdenskOlan i n Hum evagen 2

3) BJursasstTan in Blureee

a) Hot hskolan in Faiun

Apart fromthese engagenents, he participated in the opening of the
"Bi ack Townshi p" exhibition in various parts of Sweden, inciuding
Fai un and St ockhoi m

We understand that his tasks of using his taient inside the eountrg
are greatly needed, we are very gratefui to have had hi m here.
Youre in the struggle, w.-

(mn: in National Congress (ANC)

I . rr..-.1..r
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NO | PH. J. U SFKO

("1lin Gorpeentativa 193 33 Stockholm
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FOTO  DALA- DEMOKRATEN

Vusi WMahl asel a, sydafri kansk nusi ker och poet. V usi kommer till S verige igen i januari
()c/l konmmer arr uplrdda lillsanmans

med T ananas i deing den 22 januari.
Festival en i Fal un

A j 7 i kagruppema har nedverkat

vidfl enfestivaler. En av de

stb’ rre iirfol knmusi kf estival en

F alun. Om hur det gick till och
fiirberedelserna info'r den bert’it-

tar Anz-Katrin S viird, en av de

femsex ner aktiva av F alu

A frilmnpps 35 nedl cmmar. De

fiesta fir riitt trb'tta pd att sitta pd
miten. Men miir det blirfrdga om

prakti skt arbete dd kommer dc.

Sommir (let fir I(liitlinsaming
gliigg not apartheid eller eldvaka

pt? Sltm pevill edagen

Cch miir det blir storfestivalyra,
jb’rslds.

1 5r blev det tvi stora aktivileter fdr Falu
Afrikagnpp. | mars hadc vi den helt
fantasti ska gruppen Tananas hiir och dct
bl cv succie. Jiiuekul! Sedan ringdc Lasse
X

Tallert fr5n Fol kparkerna om ' Afri ka,
Afrika-turntin’ och d5 blev detjobb.

Apri

Vi tiinde ur oss massor av id&er. Cch
tog kontakt med Magnus Biickstn’im ge-
neral 161" Falu Fol k Musi kfestival. Fick
rcda p51 vad som gal |l de

Dr 6mmar och visioner: Jag hadc ctt

par sonrar drbmt om ZI U vi skullc siilja
afri kansk mat p51 fcslivalen, ntn reg-
lerna var sfl hiirda alt dct inte gick
Elt afrikanskt liilt i liiroverksparkcn
med 61 och snfl "chanussas" och nas-

sor av afrikanska varor? Det gick inte
[iiroverkspzn' kcn, barn nmIFlr siiljas diir
P5 torgel far into mat siiljas ulzmsiir-
skilda tillstiind. Mn drém om mat gi ck
inte att uppfylla.

Mj

Efler nz’igra mijlcn blcv vi rcalistiska
och insag hur 12? vi iir som kan arbel a
och allra hel st under dessa dagar, d5 alla
vill upplcvn alll som bjuds.

SI DA- pengar | 6ste en del av proble-

nen. Karin hade Iriiffat Magnus Bii ck-
striim Vi insflg att Fdrarbctet var vik-
tigt. Att locka hit fol k. FFF | og hand
om ut ski ck av anmschcr not bet al ni ng.
Sként att ha pengar

Juni

Mattias kol |l ade Forcing somtryckte

dckal cr. Scntstcrtidcr och problem Til
slut ell Rirctagi Borliingc. Mattias gjordc
enjiiltcf’ mskiss.

Vi liimade ell kasettband till nusik-
affiircr och rcstauranger. F& rslod an vi
bordc ha hafl CD i dcssa noderna tidcr

Vi besliil att ha cn egen kviill p51 Da-
[ urnns museum i b6rjan av FFF-vcckan

Vi bjiid in Vusi Mhlasel a, mnusikcr och
poet friin Sydufrika. Mattias gjorde en
jiilleHn ansch. Vi tryckte kontakl bl ad
med alla afrikanskn aklivileter och cn



presentation av oss. Karin gjordc ell fdr-
sl ag, nycket bra.
chtivalen niinnadc Sig. Myckct ring-
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To whom it may concern

3

In connection with the Falun Fol k Music Festival, Vusi

Si dney Mahl asel a appeared in a cultural evening organized
by the Africa Group in Falun and the Museum of Dal ar na.
SIDA, the Swedi sh International Devel opment Agency financed
the event.

Vusi Mahl asel a sang principally his own songs, accompani ed
by guitar, and he explained the role of culture in a South
African context.

Local artists had donated paintings that were sold in
favour of cultural work in South Africa. This, the
entrance-fee and the surplus of the sale of T-shirts and
African handicraft, has been transferred through the
account of AGS (the Africa Groups in Sweden) to the ANC.
The performance, on 8th of July, was preceded by a
pressconference that resulted in interviews with Vusi

Mahl asel a in the | ocal press.

In addition to this performnce he al so partici pated
singing his songs together wi th Swedi sh, Danish and ot her
African artists (fromSierra Leone) in a Falun Folk Misic
Festival event called "African Night" on 12th of July.

At the farewell party that A S and | SAK (the |solate South
Africa Committee) had for the ANC Chi ef Representative in
Sweden on 20th of July, he also contributed.

Vusi Mahl asel a has been npst successful and was very much
appreci ated by the audi ence as well as by the organizers,
his contribution has been of great val ue.

St ockhol m 910721

Karin Vadfors

President of the frica Goup in Falun

cc ANC Representative in Sweden
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M SSI ON | N NOR WAY
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18 February 1992

TO WHOM | T MAY CONCERN

This is to certify that Vusi Mhlasela was in Gslo, Norway

from7-10 January 1992, and perforned during the opening

cerenonies of the ANC exhibit "Arts and Handicrafts from

Sout hern Africa" on January 8, as part of the conmmenoration

of ANCis 80th Anniversary in Norway. Vusi, together wth

anot her South African singer H ekei o Lazarus Mhahl el e

(popul arly known as Ndonda), awed the Gsl o audience with his

i mpeccabl e performance.

Si ncery yours,

yn Othneill Beck

Adm nistrative Oficer

ANC M ssion | n Norway

Postal address: Visiting address: Tel ephone no: Tel efax: (47-2) 11 57 07
PO Box 6765 St. O avs plass Nordahl Brunsgt. 22 (47-2) 11 11 24 Tel ex:
N-0130 Gslo 1 (47-2) 11 59 85

(56) 79 988 ANC N



Revi ewed by M chael Brown

VUS| MAHLASELA

"When You Cone Back"

ILimMted Edition

It is sad that one has to hear about an
albumlike this via a friend who happened to
bunp into the rare cassette. uWen You

Cone Back" is a remarkabl e piece of African
fol k, sung deliciously by the sweet voice of
Vusi Mahl asela. It should be pushed into the
public eye as nuch as possibl e- not

rel eased on a Linmted Edition ticket.

It is remarkable Wrld Misic.

Wonder ful African nusic. Vusi has the
ability to broach the harshest realities
with the gentlest of touches. He dances
his way through sadness and inspires
,With hope. The sort of rel ease one
would like to slot into the CD collec-
Etion. | Are you listening Lloyd?)

i When You Cone Back Hone,

i whi ch was produced and recorded by

Ll oyd Ross at Shifty Studios, is compe-
tently backed by lan Hernman on drumns
and percussion, Mauritz Lotz on guitar,
Vi ctor Masondo on bass | except for on
VWhen You Cone Back Hone which

features Jantshi Mayol, Lloyd Ross on
gui tar and keyboards, Kelly Petl ana

bl owi ng gentle flute, pennywhistle and
sax and all vocals and splatterings of
guitar by Vusi 4 .

The tracks Wen You Cone Back

Honme, G jinane Masotsha and especially
the breathtaking Hello Mans are gl ow ng
gens. Vusi Mahlasela is a great arti st
who deserves wel | -orchestrated market -

i ng and exposure. Expose the gem
DAGHETT.O

St even Bi ko

Interesting. Don’t quiteknow what

to make of this lot. They sound all over
the place and yet, sonehow toget her

Not your Lucky Dube-cl one gang at all
not uptight at all - quite possibly sone
the nost |aid-back | ocal reggae to be
rel eased for a long tinme. And, pleasing-
Iy enough, as a vocalist Daniel Sengati
is not trying to be Bob Marley or Peter
Tosh. The absol ute Shiner on the al bum

i s undoubtedly I Donlt Need Your

Love. Unfortunately, there are two very
big defects with Steve Bi ko. The

druns, progranmed and unpro-

granmed are not tight and convi nci ng enough

to quite enter the reggae hardcore real m You

gotta convince wit da riddim. The other flaw

is the overall recording itself. |Les Goode at

Stylus Studios.) It lacks balls. "Were is ida

reggae thunp, non?" These two factors al one

will cut this albumshort of the inpact it could

have had. Maybe the band needs a tweek

nore rehearsal as well.

16 1111$!]
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YVONNE CHAKA CHAKA

The Rhythm O Life

his good to see Yvonne progressing musi-



cally without using Americanisns as a step-
pi ng stone - unlike Brenda Fassie on | Am
Not A Bad Grl. The title track is probably the
cl osest to the edge of exploration that Yvonne
has ever attenpted. For this |I'msure we have
arranger and producer Attie Van Wk to

WON N 1)

CHAKA u CHAKA

w

| HCRHmsr ur E

nmsm,
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thank. There is a festering point of irritation
though; Rythym O Life contains only seven
tracks plus a dance m x of Wois CGot The
Power. Ifl was one of her dedicated fans |
woul d feel cheated. Eight-track al bunms are
cheap shots. Its time Yvonne shortened her
songs and | engt hened her al bum rel ease reper-
toire. Is she not supposed to be "The Queen
O Africa"? O is that Mrian? Nevert hel ess,
we expect nmore froma star of this calibre
Cunmonl Yvonne - surprise us!

QUTLAND

Qut | and

If this al bumhad come out in the |ate 70s
it would have made an inpact. Itls production
and songs are dated, soul ess and nechani cal
The guitar rem nds one of pre-ethnic Hotline
rock and even sonetines touch on the

Rabi n Rabbit-sound. his not that it

doesnlt work. The songs work, the

voi ce works, the production works,

even the al bum cover works - but it's

all pretty bland and seens |ike too

much serious work to be of any fun.

The only track that seems to have a

hint of nmystery or magic is Wake Up
Lyrically it isnlt m ndbl owing. but the
overal | vocal production and nel ody

are interesting, edging on haunting. If

Qutl and want to take this show on the

road, maybe they should enquire as to

Steve Hofmeyrls small-town gig

schedul e.

RASTA REBELS FEATURI NG

DR VI CTOR

Pr oud

One cannot deny that these dudes

have a serious future ahead of them

Their |ive performances have proved

that they know how to nmake the masses

dance. What with their skip-skop reg-

gae coupled with Dr.Victors polished

Mar | ey-tinged vocal deliveries ilaced

with rattling AK47 rapl, they have fast
becorme a pronoters dream when | ook-

ing for mass-appeal live concert bait.

Now, with their debut release Proud,

The Rastas have successfully side-

st epped their coverband i nage and

stepped into the arena of origina

African dancel | oor pop. World Dance

Musi c? Maybe? Add a little tine to the

brew. As a debut al bum Proud shows

pl enty of promi se, though it dies a

bl andi sh death as the second side pro-
gresses.

One nessage Proud does convey is

t hat The Rasta Rebel s can play any-

thing as long as the bottomline is boo-



gie with a rasta edge. The tracks All

The Love In Me and Hold On show

that The Rebel s al so have a natural grasp of
seductive nelody. A strong point to be nour-
i shed. Proud is a clean recording | George
Vardis and Chris Ghelakisl and is a fresh
break away fromthe boredom presently
caused by the overdose of derivative nbagan-
ga and cliched reggae thatis been polluting
our ears of late. Refreshing. D d soneone say
Eddi e Grant?

3968,94... Vra'vw - ,
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" . _, rasfdirtrycket i. Sydafrika
C - VI nuslker nrbetar iiir
kxirlek och frihet. VI vill alt

m nni skor ska komma till -

sanmans, vill gara dem opti -
m sti skn.
El - | Sydafrika hnr vl nyss

(ippnai fi'mstret not framiden
och kikar ut. Del ir viktigt att
f5 resa u! och se

Dei sage! den sydafri kanskc

nmusi kcrn och poetep Vusi Mah.

| asel a som gi slai Onskijldsvik

uch nusi khuset |illsammans ned
bandel Tananas.
G uppcn har inhjudits till Sve-

rige i sanmband ntd all befriclsc-
rbrel sen ANC firar sin 80.5rsju-
bi |l cum Turen inlcddes ned en
konsen i Berwal dhallcn i Stock-
hol m dar bl and andra ivcn Tiliyo
och M kael W ehc upptridde.
Tananas bar in: nedl emmar:

lan Herman trummor. Gl o Ba-

I ni bas och Steve Newnan gitarr
Musi ken dc franf6r 5r en bl and-
ni ng av afrikanskt och | aliname-

i i kanskt och bandet nknas som

ctt av de bista i Afrika.

El Svensk rasisn?

Vusi Mahl asel a. Steve New

man och lan Herman staller upp
f6! en pral stund i nusi khuscls
kale. De liggcr |ag! och berittar
i ngenting dramatiskl. Ingcn av
darn vill ge cxenpel p3! probl em
dc mst! i silt hem and. Svarighe-
tcr at! (5 resa utonl ands existerar
inte heller, fdrsiikrar dc.

Hur slarka it rasislorganisa-
linnema i Sverigc? undrar |an
Herman. Dc! 5r inte lit! at! sva-
ra.

- Rasfdrdomar 5r nycket far-

liga. Jag vill varna f6! dcm sage
han med eftemnyck.

| an Herman 5r 28 Ar och har en
lilen son. | Sydafrika h6ér han
hemma. diir vill han bo.

- Jag hoppas att apartheid-ia-
garnn kommtr an avskaffas gans-
ka smug, Men det 5r som en sjuk-
dom Aven sedan apartheid 5r
avskaffad kommer vi an lida
liinge. Del 5r vikiigl all alla poli-
i ska partier kan sanarbeta. an-
scr hnn.

27-5rige Vusi Mahl asel a skri -

ver "nmuso-poetry". texter som
han tonsancr och franfar till-
sammans nmed Tananas. Han set

inte optimslisk! pa hur king lid
dct kommer alt ta innan raspro-

bl emen a: iiisla.

- Vi masle utbilda m nniskm

na i Sydairika och arbela th.

kviillspelar Vusi Mhlasela, till wi nner, och bandel Tananas med G | a Bal ai
(under trumman) och Steve Newran pd nusi khuset i’ Onskdl dsvi k.

| an Her nan



Dirfar behr’jvs 516d utifrfan f6!
ANC

- Allt nytl som hinder 3!

svarti Sydafrika 5r 5;!) vackert
nmen har stora problem Fonfa-
rande iinns dc! till exenpel poli-
tiska fingar, siigcr han.

[1l Fri som nusiker

Steve Newman 5! 40 5r, frbn

Kapst adcn.

-Som nusi ker har jag alllid

kinl mig fri. Jag miiler inga and-
ra problemin dem Sam 51" vanli -
ga f6r popnusik i hela varldcn

Vi 5r berocndc av samhalici om
kring ass, siigcr han.

- Steve Newnan iii intiesscrad
a'v 6slcrlandsk nmosoii, yoga, al-
ternativ tcknol ogi, decentralise-
ring.

- Jag skulle vilja bryta ner sy-
stcnel och g6ra m nni skorna
ncdvel na om an dc betal ar f6r
iiirgiftat vatten, farliga nedici-
ner, dilig ulhildning. Del giller
intc bara i Sydafrika utan i hcla
virlden. Jag vill bilda sma enhe-
ter dir man lit u! alternaliv nc-
dicin och anna! som5r viktigt alt
kunna, siger han.

El Faltiga ulnyltjas

Varfar lun inle dc svnrus

grupper | Sydnfrlkl hill: |hop?
Varfiir slridcr ANC och | nkatn?

- Del fir den vita regi nen som

i gger bakom kampeni Man uh
nynjar faltiga nnal fnbeler f6r at!
splima, fiiiklarar Vusi Mahl ase-
la. i

Kan vi som svenskar bé6rja |u-
risla | Sydafrika’

- Nej, jag lyckecr intc ni ska
géra dc! nu, sage! Slevc Newnan
och pam nner omelt bomhall en-
tat i sanband nmed alt Paul Sinon
var p5 bcsi’ vk.

Sankti onerna not Sydafrika

bdr fortsfrma. anscr han

- De 5r ju skruven somdrivi

p5 ul vcckl i ngen.

Mcr vill rmusikcrna inlc siga

om just deti Kanskc 5r ammcl i 6:
politiskt | addal

- Vikligasi 5r all ni gcr 05 s
forlsau 516d. ANC bchbvcr alla
pengar somgin an (:5, ffirklarar
de

D Fram idsdriimmr

Vid gbr dc ire omllo Ir?

Vusi Mahl ascl a:

- Onjag har slulal sommnusiv

ker komrer jag an vara Rirfana-
rc. Jag vill skriva f6r barn ocksa
det 5r viktigt. Annars jobbar jag
kanske som nusi kt ckni kcr cller
nagot |i knande.

St eve Newnman

- Jag vill bO me i bushcn, kan-
ske i beigcn. cha pa cu annor-

[ unda sin.

I an Her man:



- Jag ska spela trumor. Det
5r allt jag villi
Tananas fick ett entusiastiskl

nottagande i Sverigc vid sill (firs-
ta besbk hir ffirrg 5m G uppcn
3r inbjuden Iill Orskbldsvik av

ABF och Koni aktnilcl. Pengar -

na som komei in vid framm -

dandena gAr till ANC:s forlsana

kanp not apanhcid i Sydafrika.

Text: BERI T NORSTEDT

FO010: LEIF W KBERG

- Komine (ill Sydafrika somlurisler. Sanklionema b6! forl-
siz’'lla, Sager Sieve Newnan.



Gor dl mer

slat, hail p&

apart hel ds

myta

", Av JOHANNA AGREN

, -KULTURFN An El'1" VIKTIGT redskap

kanpen flit denokrati.

1' Del slger den sydafrikanska fé6rfnll a-

" ten Nadi ne Gordiner, 1991 Al; nobeipn’sla

' gate i iilleralur. Vid ell male nmed | SAK och
Afri kagnppena bcl onade hon viklcn av el
framida ul byle av kullur ncllan Sverige och
Sydafrika. | i x .

Nadi ne Gordi mer har somingen an-

[11In fljrfallare skildral livpl i apartheid:
Sydai 'ri kn. "Del klndcs somnll ha picknick

I pl en vucker kyrkognmd dlir fol k bcgravdes

| evnde under ens Fdller", hnr hon skrivit.

. F yra sekler

"3 Med sill Mfallarsknp krafsar hon hon
livels skenban lugna yla i dcl Vila Sydafrika
och lyfler framden holl ull: hyslcri som
diiljer sig dimder.

Apartheid Hanger sis in i minniskans
nliminnersln, ncnar Nadi ne Gordincr. och
format obevekligl dill liv vnre sig du Ir svan
gmvubel meller vil hcmmal ' nl

" Gordinmer sjllv Riddes 1923 in i en

famlj dllr fadcmvar jude M grilnsen nel -
lan Lilauen och Lellland och had: juvelerar-

" 1 Av JOHANNA AGREN

VUSI MAHusal/ls saregna slimma | ar

i héraren med p5 en flird in i universuns

"7 vinnga: diir lidcn. slannar upp och livels
-1-9-1-G
commdrziylm. . f .
Nadi ne Cordiner: 1991 drs
nobel prisnmgare i lilleralur ger en

" _inlrc’ingande bild av apartheidsyslcmnel.
F olo: Jalm Wnglnrg

bulik i enlilcn slad i Transvaal. ntdnn

nodem i gnade sig Al viigiircnhcl. Del var el
hem dHr del sillan lilsles en bok, och dilr
mal skil | nadspoliliken aldrig ifragasiillcs.

Nobel pri sl agarens fdrfallarskap span-

ner nu liver fyra sekler. Med hjtilp av cl

kni vskarpl. sparsmkal spraik hnllcr hon sl an-
di gl upp olika aspekler av Sydal’'rikas sjlll. Vi
mner lill excnpel Hillcla. den Vila privili-
gi cradc nickan somdras ncd i den svarla

maj oril cl ens uppror (A sporl ofNalurc 1987),
den vile affarsnannen Meyer somi sin stra-
vikliga flAgor fAr skarpare konlunr. Kanske
kan denna nusi ker och poel M Sydafrika

inlc Ririindra viirlden, men nog rubbar hnn
den vardagliga viirldsndni ngcn en snui a.

Siiiv hiivdar han alt kulluren spclar en
nmyckcl viklig roll i dc processer i virldcn
somsiller ighng Wandringar. Nalurliglvis
syftar han p5 den poliliska silualioncn
Sydafn’ ka. Samlilen pojke i Manel odi, en
fdrslad lill Pretoria. gjordc hnn nusiken |il
sin virld och ser sill skapande som oAl erkal -

I ciigen ihoplvinnal nmed kanpcn fiir deno-
kraliska rillighcler och Flir ell viirdigl liv.
Han sjungcr om fdnryck, omirihel s-

kanp, omllopp omcn biillre lillvaro

-Mcn iika ofla r6r jag vid allmln-

manskliga klnslor i an vidare bemirkel se;

karl ek. ol alighel och fruklan. siiger Vusi. Jag
vill f5 manni skors sinncn all Rirdas lill cn



Ivarid av insikt. FGA. som han pApckar. inle
Rimnvi fdrstir oss sjilva kan vi slilla krav
p5 I'tl samhhl |l et ska fdrindras.

Poesi | i sni ngar

Ni | r Vusi arbcladc somflinnan pa en
lexlilfabrik i Pretoria brukadc han ordna poc-
sililsningar Fdr de andra arbel ana

-Gnomall la del av kullur viicks

m nni skor. Dc blirjnr ifrAgasH la viirldcn

Y VO I | R 111
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AVANDLA | SAKS MASSTI DNI NG 1992 11

HOTFULL HvsTEl’ Il AVSLQIAS

Smal es glimd under en prescnni ng och

Dirdns iangs skakiga vlilgar’ In i del oidinda.
Julys folk. Ell skriimuandc framnlidsscena
"aralal av vnld och orolighelcr har fulll. In
bbi dcskrig bmil ul i Sydafrika; Rirswder
nyckcl noga ned all behandin sin ijllnare
July vill: nilr den (inn mallan blivil "slilen fir
July. In d_en lill sill rumpa glinien och
van cilct all beszrll alll somlidignrc blir
of'drmigcn all in nAgla som hclsl kanslomis-
si ga bindningal (Bcvamrcn |1974). den svanc
[jiinaren July sompiiilsligl ancr sig std
ombylla roller rncd famljcn han Ilr :Insllilld
hos (Julys fol k i981).

Fiirbjuden

Nadi ne Gordintcrs poliliska engage-

mang I lar vilxl [ill all bli en oskiljaklig dcl av
[l1cllncs béckcr. Medan hon prisms av om

runl onkring och Ilingln cflcr all skaffa sig
met kunsknp. stiger Ilan och blir ivrig.

Nu har han | nmmal fani ken bakom

sig. Han fdrdclar sin lid ncllan sina upplril-
dandcn p5 poliliska n6len. rcslivalcr och
denonslralioner i liirsladcma och sin post
som chef flit ANC:s |okala kullurdepnrl e-

menl i Pretoria.

Fl cra ginger hnr han bcsiikl Svelige.

Manni skor Hr nyfikna Mr, |yckecr han. Eflcr
spcl ni ngana brukar dc komma frum fol k och

sliilla frAgor och visa inlrcssc. Del kiinns bra
- all Ilan med nusi kcns hjiilp kan chka el
engngcnmang.

Vusi sjungcr obchindral pa nio afri-

kanskl |l sprlik. plus cngclska och afrikaans.

Spr Akcl Hr en ocrhlsn viklig del av manni skun

ncnar hau

Gcnom kombi nal i oncn nusi kcr och

pocl klinncr han all han kan skapa konl ak

nmed Lien slora del av Sydafrikas svnrln bc-
fol kning somair nnall’abclcr

-Munllig poesilillsanmansntd nusi k

ger folk en chans all bli ntdvcl na om vad

som skcr i samhilllcl - del iir ell spriik somalin
fbrslnr.

-Kullur H Inakl! Kullurcn kan aldrig
pdl vi ngas nmm i skor uppi Mh, ulan dcl iir
nligol sommus hiir. siger Vusi och g6r en
gesl nol hjiinlraklen

P1 OCLVEI" | EN 1w iigger Mllncn .
Hon kt vil. "liberal” och pi i’lykli sill egel i
land, ell land hon inle lungrc hbr hemma | °’

3’ SA bbrju Nadi neQordi ncrs , roman

.lin mlas upp iblirjan p4 hillidlalct. Elle 7 Ilghel pa

i Ilrldsoidnlngdn |Ivingas bAd: ma_l

apartheid: prdblemoch braillvisor. De Er ,, manslre

VIll’rika nmis’le enomeva f6; all Apaltileids
zskskal akmi v55 "
idel. D5 trader den slindigl nlrvarande

av el a den konfl ikl

villan | dd iumm ga formwm

som Sid;



_'skuggan | fnmiljens iiv fram och erbjuder.
i July fdr sin hverievnad oi;h del’lr him,
Uan foiRsle i deli nyn

omprOM silt RirhAllnnde lill immru:

dans pcrso ga konfronlalion

viirlden har "cmav hcnncs verk Rirhljudils- |
hcm andcl. - 11

Hon vnr cn Ilv dc Rinln viln nll gii Ilch

i ANC och var ntd och grundadc dcl sydafril
kanska Fdrfall arfdrbundcl Cosaw (Congress

of South African Wilcrs).

-Hon har gcll ullryck RSI en bcrgl’ nsl

[ro p5 frihcl och rilllvisa. och dllrigcnom
bidragil lill all R nmmdra den poliliska situa-
lioncn. sade N abul o Ndcbclc. ordfiimmdc i
Cosaw. i sanband ntd all Nadi ne GO di ncr

bel i j nades nmed nobcl prisel. ,

Vusi Malllasela: Poet. nusiker och

mmv a dven poliliker.

A LW



, 88My nmusic is net

that ki ndwhi ch

musi ¢’ pronot er s’

woul d readily

supporim

Vusi attributes this disturbing phenonenon

to be anong other things, the nature of the

musi ¢ he plays. "My nmusic is not that kind

whi ch nmusic pronmoters would readily support,”

he admts. ult is not comercial. It is a serious

ki nd of nmusic that transcends the rhythm Its

power lies in the lyrics which transport the

listener’s mind to enlightennent.”

" According to Vusi, he conbines nusic; and

poetry to the extent that the two becone one.

As a result, he calls the phenonenon "nmnuso-

poetry”. This type of witten word has a

prof ound social function, he argues. It brings a

witten word to those millions of people who

are either illiterate or sinply cannot affordito

buy books.

Vusi acknow edges that he woul d not have

cone up with this innovation by hinself had

he not joined the Congress of South African

Witers (COSAW in 1988. COSAW bhoasts

wor | d-respected witers such as Keorapetse

Kgositsile (whose one poemis included in

When You Cone Back), Wally Serote and the

1991 Nobel Literature prize winner, Nadine

Gor di mer .

, "Joining COSAW neant | was constantly in

the conpany of creative witers who were

al ways pursuing new and innovative artistic

expressions: hence it came as no surprise to

ne to discover that | could nmarry poetry and

music. "

Vusi first got to travel overseas as a result of

his attachnent to this organisation. He went to

perform at the Zabal aza Festival in London in

1990, where he net nusicians |ike Linton

Kwezi Johnson’ and Nej ami n Zephani ah, a

British dub-poet who recently visited South -

Africa during the New Nation Witers’

Conference. it was also during this tine that

he got invited to play In Sweden

Vusi al so played at major festival? at hone

such as the Unity "91 Festival (with Julian

Bahul a and The Syndicate Sisters), (the

original) Ml onbo' s reunion. and political rallies such as thefinaugriation oft 4
Nobel Peace prize-w nner, Bishop Desnond Tutu at the Jabul ani Amphitheatre,
and at Nel son Mandela’ s melcon1ng at FNB Stadium , - --

Vusl’ s beginnings in nmusic are not as rosy as it nmay appear Actually, his '0
story is of a person whose grimdeterm nation el evated himabove his dropping | -
out of school his suffering fromepilepsy. his mother’s death. his son '5
handi cap (he is deaf and dumb), his working as a floor-sweeper at a textile jQ
factoryin Silvenon, and lastly. unenployment - ..

He was born in 1965 in Lady Sel bourne but grew up |n Manel odi, where he ' 1 i
started playing nmusic frominstruments nmade of tins, rags, plastics, and fish .
lines. Wth these he played popul ar songs of the 70s and 803. until he received , 8
his own accoustic guitar He then joind bands such as The Pl easure Invaders. 1'7: f .;
Vusi al so sang choral music at school ahcl acted in |local plays such as
Uzenzile, So frika, Twi st and TakeA Lean. w,.

Wth this background, Vusi 1S quite prepared to face the painful ordeals which
nusi ci ans face trying to make a living. | |

by LANCENAWA . i F 7
THE TRUE SOTHO SANGOMA CATRI NE
TELLS YOU

VWHAT THE FUTURE HOLDS FOR YQU

Call the nunmber of your star sign &
listen to what the bones tell Corrine
FO58%FI El S21 087 20 08240 i 7’



MD482?! E?ch 087 20 082 41’ 1
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- rising fast and still going

outh’ Africa'iirs yet to experience a mnusica

whi r | wi ndf such as Vusi Mahl asel a, a young

| adt from Mamel odi, Pretoria.

Vusi has al ready wowed international audiences with his

nmusi ¢ during his successful one nonth tour of Sweden and

Nor way, where 'he was acconpani ed by anothe r._renowned

South Africanoutfit, Tananas. | . -

The tour, organi sed by Afrika-G oups, Isolate South Africa
Canpai gn and African National Congress rhission in Sweden
started on 12 January and ended on 26 January 1992.

He stayed On in Sweden after the tour, taking part in various

i canpai gns sgch as the one against racism (in Sweden) and

as JIVE April 1992 ' 1', |

. X

I

conducting various |lectures about South Africa in schools such
as Ful u Konmun, Brunnsvi ks Fouchogskol a and The Schoo

O Hal si nggang.

Vusi al so used the opportunity to pronote his debut al bum

When You Cone Back, released by Shifty Records shortly

before his departure in early January. "The cassettes sold like
confetti or fell like snow during the tour," quips the fast rising
Vusi, also known as "The Voice" or "Die Donkie" (from one of
his Afri kaans ballads). Further nore, he got raving reviews and
front page coverage from Swedi sh newspapers such as GA,

Falu Kiriren, Dn Pastan and Freda, and |local radio. Yet inspite
all these achi evenents, Vusi remains an unsung hero at

hone. He rarely obtains any recognition fromour nedia.



