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NATIONAL OLYMPIC AND SPORTS CONGRESS
OF SOUTH AFRICA (NSC)
Background:
The National Olympic and
S10 orts Congress of South Africa (NSC)
caters for national and regio onal sports discipl1m mas and regional
umbrella sports bodies on a broader scale than any- of the sports
organisations presenily in existence. WitWin the short period of
less than two years the NSC has affiliated to it more than thirteen
sports disciplines at national level. The NSC also has regional
affiliates. In South African terms the NSC is a non-establishment
body catering largely but not exclusively for Blacks (Africans,
CuluuLeds and 1nd1ans). We have established cordial working
relationships w1th many white establishment organisations. Several
of these are now contemp ating affiliating to the NSC
The NSC presently caters for:
Athletics Karate Squash
ching Netball Swimming
Cricket Rugby Table tennis
Football School Sports Tennis .
HOCiey Soztball VolleybaL-
and 1ertiery Inst itu e Spo1ts.
Need for the f0"me
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movement recognzse 3g
and princioles in , 1; :-
racialism and dest: . _ :TESEC
that what was effec 11mg a Certain Dehavie11 .1 tee pest
could be quite ’s nullifj1ng all the gains made, in
a subsequent p_r’ as a need 1n the country, it was
agreed, to anal_se n 1n erms of the preva1111: .g broaier
nvironme at and to sports erson from a se1f-1mposei,
outdated and sLort- g. pp each. The NSC recognis ed that there
Was a HEGG for the nQn- racial Spnrfs mnvpmpnt to graigatc ram a
programme statingw hat h x are against to one stating wh t
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stand_ for. There was a need for sport to be delivered to
:75.be
people of South Afr ice in all the corners of the count ry, i. . 5
need for a mass- -ba sed sports movement in which individual p 1y rs
are not only seen but also heard-
Terms of existence;
The NSC intends to exist as long as there is a need for it to
exist. Contrary to speculation from certain quarters the 35C has
not emerged to pol11ticise sport - in fact it has been esta%lished
to depoliticise sport. The tempt.ation for "quick fixes’ ’along the
lines of multi-pu trpose organisations whereby misch1evous
individuals, whc ha: ve no political constituency, try to afvance
their political asp-1ations through sport is discouraged. The NBC
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encourages 1ts members to eLercise their political activities in
the numerous political organisat15ns existing in the communit1J and
net to use sport to further their political aspirations The
Congress orig11ns of ne SC are well known but this is not used tv-
(E)
t I
m1clt de those outsi d_ the populist tradition but merely de.f1nes
the origins of the o _ i ’ ic’ erged out of the mass L ased
political organisation er Mo; ng overwhelming support inside and
outside the country. We do not wish to erescrihe political
l
a11111atiou especially as 11nks with a political organisation will,
in a post-apartheid set-up, militate against our desire to cater
for the sporting needs of the entire country. The NSC is and should
be seen asta sports organisation and not a political organisation.
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Entry into international sport:
We are unaware of any magical powers which we are perceived to have
over the international community- w hav e no guaraneees that what
we do will lead to the opening of doors for Seuth African spo:_
We genuinely bel ieve that we should put Our house in order and
hereafter present our case to the community of nations and await
their reaction. We accordingly wo aid like to believe that we are
dealing with people whose immediate eej is to have 3 st rong case
53:25 2: 1 genuine cchiL.Ue-.t 1e 1c21lvc the DOUED Arr ca?
quest 1 whether We sheuld wait for a change in
th p fore spvrt accepted internat1ora11; is
t. or theee " efforts should hewe e: he
s hat 1 1 2 ti tef 1e
a Afr re t
t the x g e
:1 -ces : T v.3 . : f
a ;;w 1gle Jont10111ng bod :
e 53 : ence, theze 15 littl ’E
t spo:t;ig "etions will conside r1t
s ivation for entry Lnto the internat13nal
f herefcre iepeniaht on the circumstances at
1 case is presented.
Our reCent council met 19 . our con1en n
that any talk of international perticilation b; South Africa, at
the moment is premature, as none of t.e sports EeJeLdtions can
claim to have met even the minimum requir emer nt of being united
under the principle "one code, one controlling body". We
nevertheless realise that we all have a responsibi1ity to me1ge our
resources into or -e nati o.el sports federation which will. cater f0
competitive (Olympic and non-Olympic) and recreational sport.11
this regard we ha m: reaffirmed our support for the spa: ts
moratorium (refra41 n from international participation) which we see
29 a tool, and not a primal ’plo, which we can use to forge ulubc;
cn-npera.imn w1th other :perts orzanication: in our country.
Jowever, we will certainly consider other met? eds as options. One
of these is the selective be; cc ott whic-h, ifm’61rcumstances so
dictate and wc receive the support of the majority of South
Afr1cans, we might need to c011 sider.
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International links:
The NSC recognises that the route to international sport is through
Africa on recommendations by SOuth Africans themselves. The NSC
has, accordingly, approached Sam RamsamyJOf SAN-ROC to be their
representative abroad. His role is intended to Complement our
efforts and set up the infrastructure without which our goal to be
eventually part of the sporting community of nations cannot be
realised. His role is also to open doors for our sportspersons in
accordance with’ the needs of South African sports people as a
whole. Sports develOpment and technical assistance are presently
urgent tasks on the NSC agenda, particularly in light of the
current imbalances between establishment sport and non-racial
sport.
In the southern African context, this country falls within Zone 6
_of the Association of National Olympic Committees of Africa
(ANOCA). Through SAN-ROC, the NSC has established cordial
relationships with the President of Zone 6, Mr Tommy Sithoie and
the Secretary General, Mr Ismail Bhanjee. At their Mauritius
meeting last year, the Supreme Council for Sport in Africa (SCOA)
authorised its secretariat to grant "appropriate" recognition to
the NSC, which was at its interim stage then. We expect this
relationship to be developed now that the NSC is fully inaugurated.
We have now established contacts with many organisations in various
arts of the w a pathetic understanding
as our aims and intentions are compatible iwith those of the-
international community.
Overtures to establishment sgort:
The NSC is not driven by malice and a desire to hit back at those
who have benefited -from aparthei d. We believe that non- -racial sport
has higher ideals and therefore we need to seize any and all
initiatives. The test we use to analyse the correctness of a
position is whether it will advance or retard our cause i n
establishment of a non raci a1 sports structure in a democratic non-
racial society. We look faVOurably at actions which will advance
our cause and unfavourably at those which will retard it. We prefer
to advance our cause while simultaneously eroding racism. We,
accordingly, subscribe to the notion of two South Africas - thus
identifying apartheid as the main cause of the South Africa sports
problem. In terms of this notion apartheid which has badly
splintered sport and has caused South Africa’ s exclusion from
international sport, divides the ceuntry into pro- -apartheid and
anti apartheid camps. The NSC believes in a strategy of
simultaneously consolidating the fragmentation within the anti-
apartheid camp whilst "reaching Out" to establishment sport. We
believe that our cause is so strong that we are likely to succeed
in overcoming opportunism and expedience.
We must also emphasise our seriousness about this country’s sports
programme. Journeymen, therefore, have no place in our set up. We
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certain nly know first hand what aparthei d has done to us and we 51.50
do not wish to use that as an excuse for shunning our Fight to both
manage aDQ riseauage our destinv ’
Protests Acaihst International Soorts Ex Czanqgg;
T116 disadvantaged section of South Afr can sport has always been
age inst South Africa, or shall we 53 ay white South Africa
participating in international sport. However, wide-spread overt
international protests have not taken place in the past. This
increased the confidence and arrogance of white establishment sport
which, in turn, ebowed little or no respect For hlank spnrt
The founding of the NSC reversed those trends. In 1989 the NSC
organised pilot demonstrations against the touring i? ternational
rugb; team invited by the South :African RJ-gby Board. In January
and February of this year the NSC mobilised country-wide
demonstrations against the so- called English rebel cricket team
invited to tour our country by the establi.shmer t South African
Cr1cxet Union. The demonstrations a:ainst tLe t ur were report
:h:OLghoet the w rlA. The success of the NSC mobili setion resulte:
.1: tie tour be’ ng -rematurely terminated. The term ination of the
:Our was historic in that such a thing hed never be appened he- ore.
h rtheid sports tours were, at last, effectively Ccuntered in t.he
nt:y 1t3clf.51nce then there have been :cvc- a1 uthez
e tions; and threa ts of NBC demonstrations have aborted
hterhatL1oral sports exchaeges by establ115hment sport.
Only recently eh1 RSC succeeded in obtaining an assurance from the
erganisers 01 the Sun C1ty X1llioe Dollar Inte1 national Golf
Classic that they would abide by our call for a sports m01atorium
on international exchanges.
Reaching out:
Accusations against NSC over tu res to establishment sport are mostly
emotive. Charges include Mt temcnts 111.3 "mhesc pe-plc (Whites)
have a hie- cry of dishonest ty" or "What are they giving up in the
unification process?" Our ans swer is th hat we have no permanent
enemiee - we would be excluding a fair pr Oportion of our country’;
population if we did.
Jni ty .NSPOIt:
the NSC, since inauguration and even .-ihen it was operating as an
1hter1w committee, has campaigned vigoro ously for unity in sport as
a pre- requ1site for international recoq qriti_on. We have crested
several forums out of which dissussions on 590 orts unity have beEUh
and are proceeding satisfactorily.
any establishment organsations ere :19w snowing great en husiasm
for unity. The NSC is playing t e role of the honest brener 1n
reating the appropriate platfo rms for unity.



Snorts Charter:
The NSC has decided to launch a massive information gathering
campaign where they will be asking sports people right down to
player level to speak up and say what is needed to be reflected in
NSC Policy Guidelines. This is to be achieved through a multi-
pronged approach through a coordinating committee, an affiliate’s
forum and a call for input from the rank and file, over the next
few months. The outcome of the campaign is-going to be a aOCument
referred to as a Sports Charter which will be used to guide the
organisation through its present course towards a truly mass-based
sports movement based on nonuracialism, fair play and justice, and
sport for all.
Olympic Committee:
The NSC, at its meeting on 20 October 1990, agreed to set uh
r a
three-way task force, i.e. the NSC, SAN-ROC and SANOC, to
investigate the feasibility of esta lishing a single Olympic body
in South Africa. This meeting also set up a structure elected
personnel who will liaise with other organisations and will, 3n
behalf of the NSC, oversee the establishment of the new Olympic
bcdy.
Htrohi Tyamzashe
General Secretary
National Olympic and Sports Corgress Of Sogth Afrlca:
Harare, Zlmhahwe - 3-4 November 1990
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