
T o :  C o m r a d e
O.R* Tantho
President of the
A f r i c a n  N a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s

Amsterdam, August 2?.

D<*»r Comrade  P r e s i d e n t ,

As you p o s s i b l y  know,  t h i s  y e a r  t h e  A n t i  A p a r t h e i d  Movement  of 
t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  (AABN) w i l l  c e l e b r a t e  i t s  t h i r t i e t h  a n n i v e r s a r y .  
Because of t h i s  special o c c a s i o n ,  we w i l l  e d i t  a s p e c i a l
n e w s p a p e r  w h i c h  w i l )  h a v e  - f o r  D u t c h  s t a n d a r d s -  a v e r y  l a r g e
c i r c u l a t i o n  among t h e  D u t c h  p u b l i c .  I t  w i l l  b e  s o l d  i n  a l l  major 
b o o k s h o p s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  and t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a t t e n t i o n  f o r  t h e  
p r o j e c t  f r o m  m a j o r  w r i t i n g  a nd  b r o a d c a s t i n g :  m e d i a .  Wc a r e  v e r y  
h a p p y  a s  w e l l  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  c o u n t  on t h e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  o f  a 
v a r i e t y  o f  f i n e  and - n a t i o n a l l y -  f a m o u s  D u t c h  w r i t e r s  and

Of c o u r s e  we w i l l ,  i n  t h i s  s p e c i a l  e d i t i o n  o f  A n t i  A p a r t h e i d x -  
k r a n t ,  a l s o  h i g h l i g h t  our  p r e s e n t  f u n d r a i s i n g - c a m p a i g n  f o r  t h e  
ANC w h i c h  h a s  t o  b u i l d  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  and c r e a t e  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  t h e  e x i l e d  p e o p l e .

To mark t h i s  o c c a s i o n  - t h i r t y  y e a r s  o f  s o l i d a r i t y  w o r k -  i n  t h e  
v e r y  e x c i t i n g  y e a r  o f  1 9 9 0 ,  we w o u l d  l i k e  t o  a s k  o f  y o u ,  Comrade  
P r e s i d e n t ,  a v e r y  s p e c i a l  f a v o u r .  B e l o w ,  we h a v e  p ut  a f e w
q u e s t i o n s :  t h e y  c o n c e r n  i s s u e s  t h a t  a r e  o f  g r e a t  i m p o r t a n c e  t o
u s ,  e . g .  t h «  n a t u r e  o f  s o l i d a r i t y  work and t l i e  r c l  a t  i o n « h  i p (  s ) 
t h a t  o n e  c a n  h a v e  i n  t h e  g l o b a l  c o n g l o m e r a t i o n  o f  l i b e r a t i o n  
s t r u g g l e  and s o l i d a r i t y .  We know t h « t  y o u ,  a s  y o u  h a v e  v i s i t e d  u s  
i n  H o l l a n d  on s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s ,  a r c  w e l l  i n f o r m e d  a b o u t  o u r  work  
and  t h a t  you  h a v e  a l o t  o f  k n o w l e d g e  and interesting v i e w s  on  
s o l i d a r i t y  work  i n  g e n e r a l .  We - a n d  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  Conny Braam,  
who s e n d s  h e r  l o v e  and b e s t  w i s h e s -  w o u l d  b e  g r e a t l y  h o n o u r e d  «nd  
v e r y  h a p p y  i f  y o u  w o u l d ,  by  a n s w e r i n g  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s ,  s h a r e  y o u r  
v i e w s  w i t h  u s  on t h e s e  s u b j e c t s .

N a t u r a l l y  we w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  e v e n  more  h a p p y  i f  y o u r  c o n d i t i o n  
w o u l d  h a v e  p e r m i t t e d  a ' J i v e '  i n t e r v i e w  - w c  w o u l d  h a v e  come t o  
L o n d o n .  11 i s  s a d  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  n o t  y e t  f u l l y  r e c o v e r e d ,

1 .  T h i n k i n g  of Holland, which m n m o r ie s  come to your mind?
2 ,  S o l i d a r i t y  work c o n c e r n ? ,  i n  d a i l y  r o u t i n e ,  m o s t l y  f u n d r a i * -  
s i n g ,  i n f o r m i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  and p r e s s u r i z i n g  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e
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country in which the solidarity movement is based. Is there, 
beyond that important work, something that could be called the 
nature of solidarity? Does the struggle in South Africa influence 
the people in the countries where solidarity work takes place and 
could there also be an influence the other way round, i.e. 
solidarity work influencing the struggle?
How do you see personal friendships and friendly dialogue in this
regard?
3.Do you think the ANC’s struggle has influenced our (western) 
societies and our work as political activists in these societies?
4. What do you expect from us, the solidarity movements, in the
comi ng period?
5. How are you? Is your health improving? Have you been mnking 
plans for the near future?
6. You have been struck, Comrade President by a severe health
problem, exactly in this exciting period. Your friend, vice- 
president Nelson Mandela was freed and the ANC unbnnned. You had 
to experience all of this on the sidc-linc. We have been with 
you, thinking of you, asking ourselves* how is he experiencing 
this, what is he thinking now? Can you please give us a few words
about how you experienced the year 1990?
7. Would your present condition permit you to go home in the near
future? Have you got any plans to go home? If b o , when would that

8. Do you h«ve a special message for us, activists in the AABN, 
and/or the Dutch people in general?
Thank you very much, Comrade President, for your answers. As our 
deadline is on the first of September, could we -please, please- 
have them within a week? We know it is short notice, but, you 
see, wc have been trying to arrange a meeting with you for a 
month now and only yesterday we learned that that was not 
poss ible.
We hope one day we can meet you in person.
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