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CONSUMER boy- 
-cotts are still in 
force in many areas 
'of the Transvaal — 
‘with Conservative 
Party-controlled 
Louis Trichardt 
'being the latest town 
‘to feel the pinch. 

' Other communities 
in small towns in the 
western and northern 
Transvaal have 
launched boycotts, 
some more than a 
month ago, in an ef- 
fort to force CP town 
councils to abandon 
petty apartheid. 

' Grievances 

' Blacks living near 
Klerksdorp, Stilfontein, 
Orkney, Dendron and 
%ouns Trichardt have fol- 
owed the lead of resi- 

dents of Reiger Park, 
-Vosloorus and East Lon- 
don by using consumer 
action to voice their 
gnevances : 

In Welkom, the United 
‘Democratlc Front and 
ithe Congress of SA Trade 
\Unions have organised 
|another boycott to start 
ion Monday in protest 
\against attacks by white 
‘rightwingers on blacks in 
ithe town. 

' The boycott in Klerks- 
dorp was temporarily 
suspended this week after 
ithe leader of the local 
Jouberton Civic Associa- 
tion, Mr Henry Moleme, 
was released fron deten- 
-tlon 

' Mr Moleme warned, 
however, that the boycott 
could resume if more de- 
fainees were not freed. 
i+In November 1988, 
Reiger Park and Vos- 

loorus residents with- 
drew their buying power 
from Boksburg in an at- 
tempt to force the CP- 
controlled town council 
to allow all races to use 
council amenities. 

The Boksburg action 
was called off a year 
later after the Govern- 
ment announced that the 
Separate Amenities Act 
was to be repealed. 

At that stage, the Boks- 
burg Town Council had 
still not bowed to con- 
sumer pressure, despite 
some shops having to be 
closed after sales 
dropped by more than 
90 percent. 

Last year Carletonville 
businessmen lost up to 
R12 million in turnover 
after blacks in the town 
embarked on a 20-week 
consumer boycott. 

The action was called 
off after the Supreme 
Court overruled the Car- 
letonville Town Council’s 
petty apartheid policies. 

The Klerksdorp boy- 
cott was launched by the 
local township civic or- 
ganisation to force the 
town council to desegre- 
gate municipal facilities 
and bring about the re- 
lease of detained resi- 
dents. 

Local businessmen in- 
terviewed by Saturday 
Star said the boycott had 
had no effect. Supermar- 
ket managers and shop 
owners said they had re- 
corded normal turnovers 
over the Easter weekend. 

A community spokes- 
man maintained that the 
boycott had been effec- 
tive but conceded that 
major supermarkets had 
not been affected because 
they were located outside 
black areas. 

Sales in some Louis 
Trichardt shops have 
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dropped by as much as 
90 percent since the start 
of a consumer boycott at 
the beginning of last 
month. 

The local chamber of 
commerce said the situa- 
tion was critical. If noth- 
ing was done, some bu- 
sinesses would have to 
close or move elsewhere. 

A spokesman for the 
local sakekamer said 
turnover at smaller bu- 
sinesses had fallen by up 
to 70 percent. 

At the end of the 
month, he said, some 
black consumers came 
back to do their shopping. 

He hoped that the new 
government in Venda, 
which he said was 
against confrontation and 
sanctions, would help to 
normalise the situation. 

He said black-run taxis 
were making “a killing” 
by busing consumers to 
Pietersburg and else- 
where. ; 

A UDF spokesman for 
the area said that until 
the Louis Trichardt mu- 
nicipality and the local 
chamber of commerce 
came to terms with the 
UDF and municipal em- 
ployees, the boycott 
would continue and could 
be extended. It is sche- 
duled to end on June 7. 

Strike 

The boycott was called 
in protest against the po- 
licies of the CP-con- 
trolled town council and 
low wages. Black munici- 
pal workers have also 
gone on strike. 

Businesses in Dendron, 
near Pietersburg, are be- 
ginning to feel the pinch 
of a boycott, now in its 
third week. 

  

Residents of Bochum 
and surrounding villages 
began boycotting busin- 
esses in the town after 
claiming they had been 
barred from using the 
town’s public amenities. 

Boksburg Chamber of 
Commerce spokesman 
Mr Johan Viljoen said 
that five months after 
Reiger Park and Vos- 
loorus residents called 
off the consumer boycott, 
business in the town had 
picked up but had not re- 
turned to normal. 

Mr Viljoen said that, 
compared with Decem- 
ber 1988, the first month 
of the boycott, business in 
the town had picked up 
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dramatically by Decem- 
ber last year. The boycott 
action was called off last 
November. 

‘“Consumer boycotts 
can kill a business,” Mr 
Viljoen conceded. “Some 
of the spaces which were 
vacated after businesses 
began feeling the pinch 
have been reoccupied — 
not necessarlly by the 
previous owner. oF 

Nl 

Climate 

Mr Viljoen said he 
hoped the CP-controlled 
town council would nor- | 
malise the climate and 
relationship with differ- 
ent communities in Boks- 
burg. 

  
  

  
 



  

  

  

Unxusa 
ehlu 

VUSI SOSIBO 
OLUNDI. - Inhlanga- 
no yezombusazwe 
kulelizwe i-African 
National Congress 
(ANC) ngesonto ele- 

dlule inxuswe yilu- 

ngu lomKhandlu 

Oshaya umThetho 
waKwaZulu elimele 

indawo yaKwaMa- 
phumulo uMnuz 
E.V. Mhlongo ukuba 
yehlukane nodlame 
futhi iyeke ukuhliu- 
kumeza abantu no- 

kucekela phansi 
impahla yabo. 

Ekhuluma eMkha- 
ndlwini Oshaya umThe- 

tho olundi, uMnuz 
Mbhlongo unxuse lenhla- 
ngano ukuba ihloniphe 
lokho okungamagugu 
esizwe ukuze kube nobu- 
lungiswa. Uthe konke 
abakwenzayo njengama- 
nje kukhombisa ngoku- 
sobala ukuthi abanakho 
abazoya nakho etafuleni 
lezingxoxo ngoba uma 
benskho ngabe sebeluge- 
dile udlame manje balu- 
ngele izingxoxo. 

Ephawula maqonda- 
na nendluzula ekhunge- 
the lelizwe, uMnuz 
Mhlongo uthe kukhona 
abathile abandisa imfu- 
ndisoze vokuthi yiNkatha 

ehlasela nebulala abantu 
abangecala kepha beku- 
sho lokhu beqamba ama- 
nga aluhlaza. Uthe kuya-. 
ye kuthi uma lababantu 
abandisa lenkulumo be- 
hlasela bebulala amalu- 
ngu eNkatha kuthi izi- 
phmduulela bese beme- 
meza bethi iNkatha isu- 
kela abantu. 

Uthe lemfundisoze 
cgxishwa kubantu seye- 
nze ukuba abantu banga- 
zi ukuthi bamiphi. Uthe 
abantu abaMnyama ba- 
senkingeni kulezizinsuku 
yokuthatha noma yini 
abayinikwayo nabayitshe- 
lwayo ngoba befuna uku- 
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16ANC ukuba 

anéo nodlame 
phephisa izimpilo zabo. 

Uthe labo abasakaza 
imfundisoze benza se- 
ngathi lelizwe seliphe- 
thwe yi-ANC. 

Uthe iNkatha kufane- 
le isebenze kanzima eku- 
khipheni lemfundisoze 
kubantu ikakhulukazi 
ngoba i-ANC seyikho- 
mbisile ukuthi iphupha 
enye iSouth Africa ent- 
sha abayiphuphi lena 
enezinhlanga ezahlukene 
okufanele zihlanganyele 
embusweni owodwa oku- 
fanele kube yileso naleso 
sizwe sivikele amagugu 
aso.   
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-ANC iphika 
V] /{¥[e]pleTol=1[=l0! 
ubulungq bayo 

& 
ETHEKWINI. - T-Afric- 
an National Congress, 
ithi ayikaze iziphoqe ezi- 
nye izinhlangano zaba- 
Mnyama ukuba zibenga- 
phansi kwayo. Lokhu ku- 
shiwo nguMnuz. Patrick 
Lekota, unobhala osaka- 
za izindaba eqenjini le- 
UDF, futhi ongomunye 
wamalunga agqugquzela 
i-ANC ‘eNatal. 

Ubekusho lokhu 
ephendula inkulumo ka- 
Dr M.G. Buthelezi, 
uNdunankulu waKwaZu- 
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18, elhithi i-ANC isicele 
bonke abaMnyama uku- 
ba babengaphansi kwayo 
ngaphambi kwezingxoxo 
noHulumeni, wathi futhi 
balwa neNkatha. 

"Lokhu ngokubona | 
kwami akuhambisani ne- | 
nqubo yombuso wama- 
qembuqgembu, kodwa ku- 
qonde nje ekwakhekeni 
kombuso wegembu elilo- 
dwa," kusho uDr Buthe- 
lezi. 

UMnuz. Lekota, uthe 
ayikaze nakanye nje 
i-ANC iphoqe amanye 
amaqgembu ukuba abe- | 
ngaphansi kwayo. 

"Okuyikhona kuseke- 
lwa yi-ANC, wukuba 
abaMnyama kufanele ba- 
xoxisane nohulumeni be- 
munye nangezwi elilo- 
dwa, kanti i-ANC nje- 
ngoba iyigembu elikhulu 
nje, kuyacaca ukuthi yi- 
yona engaba ngummeleli 
lapho sekukhona lolubu- 
mbano," kusho uMnuz. 
Lekota. 
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LANGA — We turned to leave 
after talking to some young- 
sters outside a cafe, having} 
failed to break through their de- | 
fensive reserve and to coax | 
them into saying whether their | 
loyalties lay with the African | 
National Congress or the rival | 
Pan Africanist Congress. 

- But then, perhaps convinced at 
the last moment that we were bona 
fide journalists, they declared 
themselves. “Izwe Lethu,” they 
said, giving the open-palm salute of 
the PAC. Assuming our ignorance, 
they themselves gave the appropri-/ 
ate response: “i-Afrika”. 

- Stronghold 

., We had come to Langa to test talk 
that it had become a stronghold of the 
PAC, talk which had thickened during 
the course of the discussions at Groote 
Schuur between Government and ANC 

  

delegations led by President de Klerk | 
and Nelson Mandela. 
- To label Langa a PAC stronghold 
would, on the evidence of our trip, be 
remature. There were, however, defi- 
ite signs of a PAC presence. It served 

as a reminder that it was there, in 1960, 
that PAC leader Mr Philip Kgosana, 
then a young boy of 18, led 30000 
blacks in a march on Caledon Square in 
the heart of Cape Town. 
, From the cafe we went in search of 
Mr Batembu Lugulwana, a Langa- 
ased member of the PAC national ex- 

ecutive. He was not there. Our search, 
however, led us to a headmaster who 
must remain anonymous. We started to 
talk to him about the PAC. 
' Slowly he, too, identified himself as a 
PAC man, dropping first one hint and 
then another. “Japhta Masemola (the 
PAC leader who was killed in a car 
smash recently) didn’t compromise 

| With anyone, not even Mandela,” he 
said. “They (the ANC) won’t win over 
the youngsters,” he added. 
. Later, as we wal to his office, we 
asked him why the PAC did not orga-/ 
nise large rallies like the ANC, thus 
allowing observers to deduce that the 

— 

quietly 
in the wings 

waits 
(%0 
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ANC was the dominant force in the 
black community. He replied: “The 
PAC keeps quiet. We know we are the 
multitudes.” | 
. On the walls outside the school, PAC | 

 graffiti dominated. “Poqo,” one writer 
had scribbled, reminding township res- 
idents of the underground movement 
which had briefly challenged white 
ower in the early 1960s after the ban- 

ning of the PAC. T 
“Kill the oppressor, not the op- 

pressed” exhorted another, signing off 
ith “PAC of Azania”.   ! From the school wé headed towards 

  
    

the outer periphery of Langa, encoun- t_er_mg extreme poverty among people ‘living in shacks and shanties.. It was a - ghetto within a ghetto. Our impression — I was accompanied by colleagues from Ireland and Sweden — was that ’ t_hese people were uncommitted poli- | tically. They would be won over by the best organised of the rival congresses. Our car meandered back, passing through a better-off section of Langa. To use the label 
euphemise and distort what we saw. One slogan had been overtaken b events. “Free Mandela, Viva ANC” it said. Another proclaimed: “PAC for victory. No compromise. One settler, one bullet.” i 
_ Later we talked to Mr Kwedie Mka- 

lipi, a senior member of the PAC and a prison graduate. 
Mr Mkalipi spoke warmly of Mr Mandela, asking us to pass on his re- gards, while disagreeing with him poli- tically. He thought the time was not yet ripe for talks. 

] He did, however, agree with one - point which is rapidly emerging as a central ANC demand: representatives at the negotiating table should be cho- Sén 1n a one man, one vote election. 
There should be no ‘compromise on that, Mr Mkalipi said, warning that Mr de Klerk and his ruling National Party planned to create Space at the table for people “set up by the system”, 

| 

He was in favour of the idea mooted 
by Mr Thabo Mbeki, of the ANC: the 
election of a constituent assembly on 
the Namibian model to draw up a new 
constitution for South Africa. 

Mr Mkalipi, like the Langa headmas- 
ter, was confident that the PAC would 
emerge as the dominant force after 
one man, one vote elections. He blamed 
the press for the failure of the PAC to 
capture the foreground. 

Mr Mkalipi was concerned about an- 
other matter: the sudden spate of road 
accidents involving PAC men. 

Murder 
He mentioned the death of Mr Mase- 

mola, a stalwart of the PAC; the death 
of two delegates on their way home 
from the PAC’s Bloemfontein confer- 
ence a few weeks ago; the death of Mr 
Ishmael Chand while driving to the fu- 
neral of his PAC brother, Mr Sam 
Chand, in Botswana; and an accident in 
which PAC general secretary Mr 
Benny Alexander luckily escaped seri- 

_ous injury. . 
These accidents should be seen in the 

¥ | context of the murder of Mr Sam suburb” would be to | Chand and his family by unknown as- 
~ sassins in Botswana last month. 

Mr Mkalipi said: “My fear is that a 
hidden war is taking place.” : 
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Govt, 
first s 

- Armed struggle 
halted in return 

- for concessions 
PETER FABRICIUS 

Political Correspondent 

  

  

CAPE TOWN — The African National 
Congress and the Government have 
reached an historic peace accord in a 
dramatic breakthrough at talks in Cape 
Town which ended yesterday. 

- . The ANC has committed itself to peaceful so- 
lutions — in effect suspending the armed strug- 
gle.” 

It has agreed to help stop violence to enable the 
state of emergency to be lifted. ey g 

In exchange, the Government has made important 
concessions on the release of political prisoners, the 
return of exiles, the amendment of security legisla- 
tion and the lifting of the state of emergency. 

The aceord is contained in a watershed document 
called the Groote Schuur Minute which was an- 
nounced by President. F W de Klerk and ANC deputy 
president Mr Nelson Mandela at a first-ever joint 
press conference after three days of talks. 

It has substantially cleared away the obstacles 

. m
 

  
  

s , 

t 
blocking the path to tor- 
mal negotiations. 

The critical passage 
of the Groote Schuur 
Minute reads: 
“The Government 

and the ANC agree on a 
common commitment 
towards the resolution 
of the existing climate 
of violence and intimi- 
dation from whatever 
quarter as well as a 
commitment to stabili- 
ty and to a peaceful 
process of negotia- 
tions.” 

Mr Mandela would 
not say outright that 
this amounted to a sus- 
pension-or abandon- 
ment of the armed 
struggle. But signifi- 
cantly he said that the 
ANC would review the 
armed struggle in the 
light of the accord, 

He said the ANC’s na- 
tional executive com- 
mittee would meet soon 
to review the armed 
struggle. 

Mr Mandela said the 
agreement was the “re- 
alisation of a dream for 
which we have worked 
patiently and consis- 
tently over the last   three years”. 

regard what is con- 
tained in this document 
as an important break- 
through in the peaceful 
process. 

“The joint commit- 
ment to peaceful solu- 
tions which can lead to 
real negotiations is of 
extreme importance to 
all South Africans.” 

Sources close to the 
talks made it clear that 
the ANC had in fact 
agreed to suspend the 
armed struggle — but 
that it was difficult for 
it to say so outright. 

ernment has made 
these concessions:   
@ A working group is to 
‘be established to rec- 
ommend which political 
prisoners should be re- 
leased and which exiles 
be allowed to return. 

This technical group 
s to be appointed by Mr 
Mandela and Mr de 
Klerk;.and is to report 
back to both the ANC 
and the Government by 
May 21.° 

In the meantime the 
Government has agreed 
to look immediately 
into the possibility of in- 

ANC tal 
ep to peac 

In exchange, the Gov- ° 

  | 

Mr de Klerk said: “I " demnifying and releas- 
ing those who left the 
country illegally and 
those guilty of belong- 
ing to organisations 
which were banned. 
® Temporary immunity 
from prosecution is to 
be urgently considered 
for members of the 
ANC national executive 
committee and other 
selected ANC members, 
to allow them to return 
to South Africa to help 
end the violence and to 
take part in normal po- 
litical activity. 
® The Government has 
undertaken to review 
security laws in order 
to ensure normal and 
free political activity. 
@ The Government re- 
iterates its commit- 
ment to work towards 
the lifting of the state of 
emergency and the 
ANC has agreed to 
“exert itself” to try to 
help end violence and 
intimidation. 
@ Efficient channels of 
communication are to 
be set up between the 
ANC and the Govern- 
ment to curb violence 
and intimidation.   

c 

C 
Mr Mandela also an- 

nounced that “we hope 
that as a result of the 
agreement and future 
developments, it will 
not be necessary for us 
to call on the interna- 
tional community to in- 
tensify or maintain 
sanctions”. 

T R 

~



 TALKING ABOUT THEIR TALKS: President de K - 
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erk and Mr Mandela brief the press after three days of negotiation, 
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Health 

services 

in state 

of chaos 

for past 10 
years, say 

research 

workers 

PR 
  

EMPTY WARD: A lone patient lies waiting in the casualty section of Baragwanath Hospital. 

  
      

@ Photograph: Ken Oosterbroek. 

Hospital crisis 

‘tip of iceberg’ 
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STRIKING hospital workers 
this week brought the deteriora- 

tion of South Africa’s health ser- 

vices at provincial hospitals — 

notably that of the Baragwan- 

ath, Hillbrow and Johannesburg 
hospitals — into the spotlight. 

The health workers’ strike by 

more than 8000 hospital staff, 

which has spread to at least 14 hos- 

pitals countrywide, is only the tip 

of the iceberg when it is taken into 

consideration that the country’s 

health services have been flounder- 

ing for the past decade, health poli- 

cy researchers warned this week. 

Battle 

  

“What is needed today is a complete 

overhaul of the health care system in 

South Africa,” argued the Centre for 

the Study of Health Policy, based at 

Wits University. The research group 

blames “apartheid medicine” for the 

appalling conditions at SA hospitals. 

The strikers have had a year-long 

battle with the authorities to voice 

their grievances and to get their union 

— the National Education, Health and 

Allied Workers Union (Nehawu) — re- 

cognised, according to union spokes- 

man Mr Monde Mditshwa. 

He pointed out that six weeks ago, 

workers resorted to lunch-hour demon- 

strations to voice their grievances. 

They then went on a four-hour go-slow 

a fortnight ago. But the authorities 

continued to ignore the issue. 

“The strike could have been avoided 

if the authorities had responded positi- 

vely to the workers’ demands at the 
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start,” Mr Mditshwa said, adding that 

workers had resorted to striking only 

after all other avenues had failed. 

The crisis facing Baragwanath Ho- 

spital began on March 6 when Nehawu 

members presented the chief superin- 

tendent, Dr Chris van den Heever, with 

a memorandum containing a list of de- 

mands. 

He was asked to forward the memo- 

randum to the authorities. 

Nehawu demands included: 

@ A living wage of at least R1100 with 

an additional R400 across-the-board in- 

crease for all. 

® Recognition of Nehawu. 

@ The immediate opening of all health 

facilities to all races. 

@ The cessation of own and general 

affairs. 

@ The abandonment of privatisation, 

especially with regard to health care. 

Dr van den Heever said he had passed 

the memorandum on to his superiors 

and was later visited at regular inter- 

vals by union leaders, who were wait- 

ing for a reply. 

Meeting 

The response from the authorities 

was that — in terms of the Public Ser- 

vice Act of 1984 — only staff associa- 

tions, and not trade unions, could be 

recognised by the Commission of Ad- 

ministration and Co-ordination. 

On March 28 Nehawu requested a 

meeting with Health Minister Dr Rina 

Venter to- discuss demands. The union 

said there had been no “official” re- 

sponse to date. ' 
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EMERGENCY: This young girl was carried into Natalspruit Hospital by family members but she could become one of the hundreds 
of casualties being turned away because of the hospital strike. ® Photograph: Herbert Mabuza. 
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_Demands highlight main issues     A BROAD look at the striking Ne- 
hawu workers’ basic demands pro 
vides a perspective on some of cru-, 
cial aspects affecting the country’s’ 
health care system: i 
® Concerning wage demands and 
worker status: The Transvaal Provin- 
cial Administration claims it has a 
cash crisis and is under severe finan- 
cial strain because of Government 
measures to cut spending on health. 
Hospital workers, some of whom are 
paid only R224 a month and have 
served as hospital staff for decades, 
are recognised only as temporary 
workers and can be dismissed within 
24 hours. 
® On recognition of Nehawu: The 
authorities claim that in terms of the 
Public Service Act, they may only 
recognise and negotiate with asso- 
ciations. : 
® The immediate opening of all 
health care facilities to all races: No 
wards in State-administered hospi- 
tals are as yet integrated and there 
have so far been no moves by the 
Government to desegregate any 
wards in these hospitals. But the 
Government has conceded that while 
some wards in State hospitals (main- 
ly white) are under-utilised, others 
(mainly black) are overcrowded. 

Although wards in State hospitals 
are formally segregated, black pa- 
tients are admitted to white hospitals 
if they require specialised treatment 
not available at black hospitals. They 
must then be accommodated in sepa- 
rate wards. However, sources at 
Cape Town’s Groote Schuur, which 
is State administered, have indicated 
that wards at the hospital are mixed. 
@ On the cessation of own and gener- 
al affairs: At present the health care 
system is being administered through 
the tricameral parliamentary sys-- 
tem. As a result there is tremendous 
duplication of health care facilities, 
at great cost to the State and to local 
authorities. 
@ The abandonment of ‘privatisation, 
especially with regard to health care: 
The Government’s intention to priva- 
tise hospitals will have two dire con- 
sequences, argues the Centre for the 
Study of Health Policy. 

Firstly, it will lead to a rapid esca- 
lation in the cost of hospital care, 
which may soon be beyond the reach 
of all but the very wealthy. 

Secondly, it will lead to a rapid de- 
cline in the quantity and quality of 
care in the public sector, on which 
about 80 percent of South Africans 
depend for treatment. 

The most common argument for 

   

    

rivatisation of hospitals is that pri- 
vatising hospitals is more cost effec- 
tive than a bureaucratic Government 

1th service because there is a free 
market. A second angle is that the 
Government cannot afford health 
care for all, so those who can afford 
to should pay for their own health 
care. This would allow the Govern- 
ment to use its tax money to pay 
for health care for the poor. 

But, it is argued, there is no free 
market in health care. 

At present there are three major 
interest groups in the private health 
care market: the suppliers, the pa- 
tients and those who pay on behalf of 
the patient — the medical aid socie- 
ties. Not one of these has the will, the 
ability or the incentive to keep con- 
trol of costs. 

And contrary to the myth carefully 
cultivated by those in favour of pri- 
vatisation, the private sector is not 
more efficient. About 45 percent ‘of 
money spent on health care in SA al- 
ready goes to the private sector. Yet 
that money provides care to less than 
25 percent of the population. 

The Centre for the Study of Health 
Policy suggests that: “Any proposed 
solution to the crisis in paying for 
health care must incorporate at least 
the following elements: 
® It must aim at equality of access to 
health care. 
® It must, therefore, ensure that the 
care of the sick, the poor and the el- 
derly is subsidised. 
@ It must not exclude anyone on the 
grounds of their health risks, health 
status or ability to pay. 
® It must have the power to negoti- 
ate with the providers of the health 
care — doctors, other health workers 
and hospitals — in order to modify 
those aspects of their behaviour that 
contribute to escalating costs. In 
other words, those who pay for health 
care must be in a position to ensure 
that they are paying for cost-effec- 
tive care and that they are not subsi- 
dising extravagance. 

The centre adds: “To our know- 
ledge, these principles can only be 
achieved where health care is paid 
for: 
@ By the State out of tax revenues. 
@ By a compulsory health insurance 
system that pays for a comprehen- 
sive range of benefits, and in which 
all who are eligible by virtue of their 
income or employment will partici- 
pate and that excludes no one on the 
grounds of their health status or age. 
@ Some combination of both the 
above.” 
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A veteran of 
Natal politics 
  

the ANC prepares to 
open its office in 
Pietermaritzburg, 
STEPHEN COAN 

interviewed the Natal 
midlands leader of the 
organisation, Harry 

Gwala. 

  

      

HARRY GWALA, ANC regional convenor, Natal midlands. 
  
  

SITTING in the bare new ANC offices (the furni- 
ture is due to arrive on Monday) I asked Harry 
Gwala how he became involved in politics. 

GWALA: In 1942 when I was still a school- 
teacher in a school close to Pietermaritzburg in 
Slangspruit. I had some friends who were attend- 
ing political discussions and they invited me 
along. The discussions were so fInteresting that I 
began to understand our socjety. I joined the 
SACP in 1942 — then it was called the Communist 
Party of South Africa— and I became a member of 
the ANC two years later. In 1942 the African Nat- 
ional Congress was moribund in Natal. This was 
the time that Natal had seceded from the national 
organisation and formed the Natal ANC under the 
leadership of Dr Dube. In the course of time that 
Natal ANC almost went out of existence. 

COAN: Why did such a situation arise? 
GWALA: I'm not sure. But there is a tendency 

for Natal to be exclusive ... I notice now this 
breakaway tendency is expressing itself through 
Inkatha. Inkatha originally said it was following 
the path of the forefathers of the ANC and all 
along recognised the leadership of people like 
Chief Luthuli — then suddenly it became some- 
thing independent, a Natal affair as it were. 

COAN: Could this be seen as a contributory 
factor to the current violence? 

GWALA: In a way, yes. There is no one factor 
to the violence but so many contributory factors. 
When I was still in prison and there was this vio- 
lence I took particular interest in it. I noticed a 
trend: conservative elements in the Cape and the 
Transvaal were involved with this violence and 
those conservative elements were rather tribalis- 
tic. And after that was when Inkatha became in- 
volved in the violence. At first the Chief Minister 
of KwaZulu said these people were protecting his 
name but we don’t have to fight to protect our 
names. If you feel really aggrieved you can go to 
court to have your name cleared. 

It began at the University of Zululand with the 
students. Now there is a new generation through- 
out the country that is radical and very much op*- 
posed to the bantustans. If you serve within these 
Government-created institutions they feel you are 
a sell-out. So when they prevented the chief minis- 
ter from addressing the students there they were 
doing so because they said he was a creation of the 
bantustans. And the fighting started there when 
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the students were assaulted and some of them 
killed. ;s 
WN :Isthere a way to resolve the conflict? 

ALA: I was quoted in The Natal Witness 
(May 2, 1990) as saying we shall wipe out Inkatha 
but my speech was in Zulu and not quoted in full. 
What I consider to be the major points in that 
speech were not embodied in what appeared in 
The Natal Witness. I don’t think it was deliberate 
... I pointed out you have a Minister of Police, 
Adriaan Vlok, who even before weighing up the 
facts of what was happening had already made up 
his mind that the ANC, United Democratic Front 
and Congress of South African Trade Unions were 
responsible for the violence in this area. I said 
once a minister says that you cannot expect those 
under him to hold a different point of view. About 
a week ago Magnus Malan, the Minister of De- 
fence, also made a similar statement, that it was 
the ANC'’s policy of making the country ungovern- 
able that was responsible for the violence. Once a 
minister says that, his army cannot be impartial. 

I'said it is the responsibility of the State Presi- 
dent to call his ministers to order because people 
are losing confidence in what the police can do, 
particularly when the police go out of their way to 
assist Inkatha ... We have the reports that the 
police are not neutral parties, they only side with . 
Inkatha and that Inkatha can only attack after the 
police have carried out their raids, arrested the 
youth and taken whatever weapons the people de- 
fend themselves with. . . 

In the KwaZulu Legislative Assembly the 
chief minister had said ‘we must wipe off the map 
that muck in Edendale’. I said we were prepared 
and waiting for him and if he did so we should 
(s’wleep out his forces that were attacking Eden- 
ale. 

The people in the Edendale valley have never 
; gone out of the boundaries of Edendale to attack 
Inkatha, they have always defended themselves 
and I said we shall defend ourselves successfully. 
We’ll give them a hot reception. 

COAN: You were also reported as making 
statements with regard to the taking over of farms. 

GWALA: It was taken out of context. I said 
that according to the Freedom Charter the land 
belongs to those who work it. We are not talking 
about small pieces of land but these vast stretches 
of land which are owned by monopolies. Some of 
these people are in the United States, Britain, and 
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West Germany — that is the land which we’ll take 
over. Obviously when you say the land belongs to 
those who work it, the farmers are working that 
land — it would be a contradiction to take that 
land but there are vast stretches of land where 
people only invest for profit. 

COAN: You also called for the police and the 
army to pull out of the townships. 

GWALA: The ANC policy is clear that the 
army and the police should be pulled out of the 
townships. We say Inkatha will not be in a position 
to attack us because Inkatha is not strong enough 
to attack us ... But the police harass and intim- 
‘idate us. What is significant is that people on the 
receiving end are those who belong to the “mass 
democratic movement”. But people like warlords 
who run around with their guns will be arrested 
today and out a tomorrow ... because the 
police are taking sides they must clear out of the 
townships. 

The army itself is not in a very strong position 
because it is under that station commander in a 
particular area. When the kitskonstabels and the 
ZPs [KwaZulu Police] went out on a massacre at 
Maqongqo the army was there. People asked the 
army to defend them and the army said “our hands 
aretied. We are told not to interfere”. . . 
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" When we are talking about the army we don’t 

concede that these mercenaries are part of the 

South African army — they are recruited from An- 

gola and we demand the Government send these 

mercenaries back home. They can never be impar- 

tial, these are the people who committed das- 

tardly acts in Angola and Namibia. Who were they 

fighting there? — the MPLA. And the ANC and 

Swapo were on the side of MPLA. Now the ANC is 

here. When the Minister of Police and the Minister 
of Defence say the ANC is responsible for the vio- 

lence, we can only draw one conclusion — they 

have come to fight they ANC in South Africa. 

'COAN: You have spoken of the armed sgruggle 

continuing. But at -present it seems to be in abe- 

yance. « 4 W 

GWALA: Yes, it is in abeyance but it is one of 

the forms of struggle in this country and it won’t be 

in abeyance all the time . .. no sane person will go 

to war for the sake of war — if we can solve our 

problems peacefully, so much the better. But as 

Comrade Nelson Mandela has so freque_ntly stated 

we were forced into the position we are in today. It 
  

was a very different South Africa until the end of 
the United Party regime. We could hold meetings, 
we could be communists, demonstrate, do all sorts 

.of things. They had one particular law, the Riotous 
Assemblies Act, and there was no bloodshed then. 
Then the Nats came in and they suppressed every- 
thing . .. In the past you could be detained for 48 
hours — you had legal rights. You would give your 
name and address and then say you would only 
speak in the presence of a lawyer. You weren'’t as- 
saulted in detention. But things changed. Bones 
have been broken, lives have been lost since the 
Nats took over. They have created a state of war in 
this country . .. we have been forced into this war. 
situation by the way we have been treated under 
the Nationalist Government. 

COAN: The ANC’s statements with regard to 
natijnalisation have been cause for concern. 

. WALA: I grew up in South Africa and there 
was nationalisation in this country then. Up to the 
present day there has been nationafisation. Up to 
now no one has found anything wrong with that. 
It’s only now when they are denationalising. We 
are faced with a great imbalance in this country, 
we have millions of people without houses, with- 
out land, poor pay, poor education. How do you 
propose to put this right? In clause 3 of the Free- 
dom Charter it says the people shall inherit the 
country’s wealth ... that meant nationalising all 
the major industries. But the talks are on now as to 
how this can be done, if it is done at all, done in 
such a way that it doesn’t harm the country. . . that 
is why ANC talks about a mixed economy ... The 
ANC has made it clear there will be a lot of private 
enterprise. But at the same time the government 
must play a major role in the economy of the coun- 
try. 

COAN: Haven't events in Eastern Europe 
shown that socialism doesn’t work? 

GWALA: I was in Eastern Europe when it all 
started. Socialism was not in dispute — they were 
fighting bureaucracy. Some writers have said that 
if we had socialism in countries like Great Britain, 
France, West Germany, or the United States it 
would be very democratic. Remember socialism 
started in an autocratic country under the Tsar 
and democratic norms were not there in the first 
place. An apple doesn’t fall far away from the tree. 
So bureaucracy was part of the Tsarist regime and 
there was a tendency to inherit that. 

 



    

  

    

      

        

   

  It was put to Mr Kgase by Mr ichardson’s couinsel i 
that Mrs Mandela Jeft her Diepkloof Extension home 
on the morning of December 29 1988 — g0 could not 

Earlier, during hijs evidence-in-chief, Mr Kgase de- . 
scribed how pe and the other three young men were 
kidnapped from the Methodist manse jp Orlando |: 
West. He said they were assaulted at Mrg Mandela’s . 
house anq that Mrs Mande]a herself wag the first 
person to strike €ach one of them. Then Stompie wag taken away, never to pe seen 

house. Mr Kgase had a shift between 4am and 6 g, - 
| on January 7 last year — the first time he had beep 

eft.alone with only one other person, the court hearq. . 

Mr Justice B O'Donovan is gp the bench with ty, assessors. Mr Chris yap 

uren appears for the State, Mr HH Joubert, instructeq by Kathieen Satch- 

well, appears for Mr Richardson, 

X    
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SINCE February 

Britain’s up-market 
and influential news- 
papers have found it 
difficult to ignore 
the Anglo American 
Corporation’s adver- 
tising campaign. 

It is dramatic, dif- 

ferent and nothing less 
than full-page stuff 
that pulls no punches 
in its attempt to woo 

back foreign investors, 
boost Anglo stock and 
clearly position the 
huge company within 

the confusing mael- 
strom of the South 
African economy and 
political arena. 

Under a huge photo- 

graph of a group of black 

mineworkers enjoying a 

tea-break in a mine can- 

teen, the headline of one 

advertisement reads: 

“Anglo American share- 

holders meeting. South 

Africa, Nov 1989.” The 

advertisement goes on to 

explain the Group Em- 

ployee Shareholders 

Scheme, in which 73 per- 

cent of Anglo’s eligible 

workforce own R235 mil- 

lion worth of stock. 

Suspicion 

It also details efforts 

by the corporation to 

with regard to share 

tion of literature in 12 

different languages. 

The advertisement 

admits to initial suspi- 

cion of the scheme by 

creases, or bribes for in-   dustrial neace 

this year, readers of | 

educate its employees | 

ownership by the publica- 

workers — that shares 

were in lieu of wage in- 

vertisement boldly fea- 
tures a group of fist-wav- 
ing, striking black 
miners. The headline 
reads: “Do we wish we 
hadn’t fought to have 
black trade unions recog- 
nised?” 

“Yes,” reads the copy, 
“we do quite often.” 

The advertisement de- 
scribes steps taken by 
Anglo to have trade 
unions recognised for 
“moral and economic 
reasons” and concludes: 
“Whether you’re running   
  

a company or a country, 
if the majority have no 
say in their future they 
will naturally feel no re- 
sponsibility for what hap- 
pens around them.” 

Another advertisement 
in the seven-part series 
reads in bold headlines: 
“The issue is no longer 
apartheid, but what kind 
of society will replace it” 
— a quote from former 
chairman Gavin Relly. 

Another ad features 
quotes from the ANC 
Freedom Charter — 
“There shall be work and 
security ... higher educa- 
tion and technical train- 
ing ... houses, security 
and comfort ... food 
plentiful and no one shall 
go hungry ...” 

The headline reads: “If 
the South Africa economy 
doesn’t deliver, how can 
any politician hope to?” 

The campaign is force- 
ful, direct and powerful. 

But why, after decades 
of adopting a low profile, 
is Anglo suddenly adver- 
tising in a big way? 

Anoth'éi-“f'fil'l-page ad- 

Anglo seeks 
positive role - 

in the new SA 
The corporation’s per- 

sonal adviser to the 
chairman and public af- 
fairs consultant, Michael 
Spicer, explains: “The ad- 
vertising campaign is 
simply a conclusion to 
what Anglo has been 
looking at for the past 
three or four years. 

“However, the question 
of advertising and what 
to say in any advertise- 

- ments has been difficult 
because of the political 
climate in South Africa. 

“Now we believe that 
when Mr F W de Klerk 

~ came into power, the de- 
bate changed internation- 
ally, as did the climate, 
allowing South African 
business to reposition it- 
self — and this became 
the motjve for our cam- 
paign.” 

Mr Spicer said the ob- 
jectives of the campaign 
were to persuade inves- 
tors to buy stock as well 
as to improve the value 
of stock. Foreign share- 
holding, he said, had been 
declining and it was for 
this reason that the UK 
had been selected as a 
springboard for what 
could become an interna- 
tional advertising cam- 
paign, as Britain repre- 

' sented a prime and tradi- 
tional marketplace. 

“We also wanted to put 
the case for a changing 
country — to put it opti- 
mistically — arguing 
about the economic cli- 
mate and also constitu- 

< tional matters.” 

He said there had been 
an unusually high inter- 
est in the campaign both 
at home and abroad. 

  

“Everybody engages in 
corporate advertising, 
but what has been unnat- 
ural was our inability to 
do it because of the inter- 
national climate of past 
years when SA business 
had to go into a highly 
defensive mode.” 

The advertisements, he 
said, were not apologetic. 
“We did not want them to 
be apologetic — we feel 
that business does not 
need to apologise.” 

Mr Spicer said the 

campaign had achieved a 
good response in the UK. 
It offered more informa- 
tion to interested parties 
in the form of a booklet, 
and so far more than 
1000 letters had been re- 
ceived with positive com- 
ment and with requests 
for the booklet. 

Only three negative 
letters had been sent to 
Anglo’s London office. 

However, it is under- 
stood that the Anti-Apart- - 
heid Movement in Britain 
was one of the complain- 
ants to the UK’s Adver- 
tising Standards Author- 
ity with regard to an 
Anglo claim: “We have 
always stood for a demo- 
cratic South Africa.” 
AAM executive secre- 

tary Mike Terry said in 
an interview with the 
Sunday Observer news- 
paper (not one of those 
chosen by Anglo for its 
campaign) that the ads 
projected an image of the ] 
company “that does not 
square with reality”. 

Mr Terry added: “The 
fact is that it’s a com- 
pany whichhas benefited 
and profited fromi apart- 
heid.” |
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The State President, 

Mr FW de KLERK, 
and Deputy Presi- 

dent of the African 
National Congress, 
Mr NELSON MANDE- 

LA, shake hands at a 
Press conference 

marking the end of 
three days of talks 

between the ANC 
and the government.   
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CAPE TOWN. — The 

agreement reached be- 
tween the government 

and the ANC in this 

week's talks was “an im- 

portant breakthrough™ 
towards a peaceful new 
South Africa. the State 

President, Mr ' W de 

Klerk, said last night. 
The ANC DBeputy 

President, Mr Nelson 

Mandela. said: “At the 

end of the discussions not 

only are we closer 1o one 
another — the ANC and 

the government — but we 
are all victors. South Afri- 

ca is the victor.™ 

Further talks will take 

place on an ongoing basis 
within a working group. 
while formal discussions   

  

By Brian Stuart 
  

will be held when necess- 
ary 

The major points aris- 
ing from the agreement 
are: 

® A commitment by 
the ANC to “look very 
hard into the whole ques- 
tion of the armed struggle 
in the light of this agree- 
ment”, 

® A working group 
will ‘report back by May 
21 on a definition of “po- 
litical offences™. “the re- 
lease of prisoners and the 
aranting of immunity. 

® The government has 
reiterated its intention to 
review security laws. lift 
the state of cmergency 

and enable exiles to re- 

turn to the country. 
More than 400 journal- 

ists and diplomatic per- 
sonnel attended the his- 
toric international news 
conference — the largest 
vet held in Cape Town — 
which was addressed by 
both Mr De Klerk and Mr 
Mandela.  Members “of 
their  negotiation  teams 
were present. 

Announcing the terms 
oi the formal agreement 
between the government 
and the ANC. both lead- 
ers saw it in terms of a 

“breakthrough™ for South 
Atrica. and both com- 
mitted themselves to at- 
taining a new constitution 
by peaceful means. 
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Breakthrough at talks, 
| From Page | 

“We will honour every 
word in this agreement. 
We are going to look very 
hard at the whole ques- 
tion of armed struggle in 
the light of this agree- 
ment,” said Mr Mandela. 

He and his team would 
report to the ANC's Nat- 
ional Exccutive Commit- 
tee, but he had no right to 

pre-empt its decisions. 
Mr De Klerk said: “I 

regard what is contained 
in this document as an im- 
portant breakthrough in 
the peaceful process we 
want to take place in 
South Africa. It is a great 
step forward in the pro- 
GOSE 

“I look to the future 
with confidence, and I ap- 
preciate the good spirit, 
the carpestness. . and the 
honesty which was a hall- 
mi of the negotia- 
tions.”y 

Mr Mandela added: 
“The striking feature of 
the discussions was a spi- 
rit of conciliation. We 
look at these discussions 
with satisfaction because 
it is the realisation of a 
dream for which we have 
worked patiently over the 
past three years.” 

The ANC had taken 
the initiative in getting 
the government and the 
ANC to sit down together 
and hammer out a practi- 
cal solution to the obsta- 
cles on the road to nego- 
tiation. 

The agreement reached 
this week should be re- 
viewed “at the earliest op- 
portunity™ by both sides, 
and he hoped that in this 
process there would be 
full support from all 
South Africans. 
“We are closer to one 

another now than we 
were at the beginning of 
these discussions. That IS 
what is important.” 

Regarding the decmon 4 
to set up a working group 

  

to come up with a defi- 
nition of a political pris- 
oner in terms of which 
prisoners could be re- 
leased and indemnities 
given, Mr De Klerk sajd 
there were others affected 
by this work and who 
must be consulted by the 
government in the pro- 
cess. 

In terms of the agree- 
ment, the government at 
its own discretion “may 
consult other political 
parties and movements 
and other relevant bod- 
1e8h; ; 

Mr De Klerk empha- 
sised that this was separ- 
ate from ‘“negotiations 
about a new constitut- 
ion”, in which all who had 
an interest in the future of 
South Africa should take | 
part. It would be a multi- 
party event. ‘ 

Mr Mandela com- 
mented: “The ANC and 

the government are the 
main players in this coun- 
try in the search for 
peace. 

“There can be no peace 
in this country unless 
these two parties come to 
an agreement on a solu- 
tion. 

“But the ANC has 
never claimed to be the 
sole representative of the 
Black people of this coun- 
try. = 

“There are other inter- . 
ested parties. And it 
would only be proper at 
some stage to seek their 
views on the important 
matters we have dis- 
cussed.” 

Answering a journal- 
ist’s guestion about the 
“armed struggle”, Mr 
Mandela said: 
thing in this document the 
ANC intends to fulfil. 
The ANC will look into 
the question of the armed 
struggle and take the ap- 
propriate decision.” 

“Every-- 

The ANC had repeat- 
edly emphasised the im- 
portance of tolerance and 
a recognition of the rights 
of other parties to canvass 
and to express their views 
without interference. 

intimidation by any mem- 
bers of the ANC, it has 
been done against the 
policy of the ANC.” 

It had to be remem- 
bered that the ANC had 
been banned for 30 years, 
its experienced leaders, 

ternal leaders had been 
imprisoned. 

The younger members 
~ grew up with no lead- 

ership to explain ANC 
policy or to instill disci- 
pline. 
“If, therefore, any of our 
members were guilty of 
intimidation, you must 
judge their action against 
this background. 
“Now that we have 

been legalised, it is our 
duty to stress the question 

_ of discipline and the ques- 
tion of tolerance. I think 

. we are getting the support 
of our membership.” 

Mr De Klerk said the 
' government was against 
violence or intimidation 
from whatever source. 
This agreement created a 

" departure  point  from 

  

“If there has been any 

had lived in exile and in- |   
  

* reasons for the success of 
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which to take a strong 
stand against violence and 
intimidation. 

There were also differ-_ 
ences between the two 
leaders on sanctions. Mr 
Mandela said the ANC 
was not issuing any new 
calls nor appealing to the 
international community 
to change its present stra- 
tegies in regard to sanc- 
tions. 

In response, Mr De 
Klerk said he disagreed 
with this view. 

“We in the government 
do not believe that sanc- 
tions are justified. We 

~sincerely believe it is to 
‘the detriment of the 
people of South Africa. 
The time has come for 
that to fall away,” said Mr 
De Klerk. 
Summing up the past 

three days of talks, Mr 
Mandela said: “We en- 
tered into the discussions 
on the basis of let bygones - 
be bygones and no bitter- 
ness. 

“This enabled us to find 
the common ground that 
exists. That is one of the 

the negotiations.” 
Mr De Klerk con- 

cluded: “The overwhelm- 
ing majority of all the 
people will welcome this, 
because this is a step to- 
wards a peaceful new 
South Africa.”   A meeting of the Nat- 

ional Party caucus will be 
held in Cape Town today, 
to be addressed by Mr De 
Klerk. This is expected to 
deal with the progress 
made at the talks, as well 
as with Mr De Klerk’s 
forthcoming  tour  of 
Europe. 

The NP caucus had 
already expressed its 
thanks to the State Presi- 
dent and his team for the 
positive initiatives taken 
and the progress made so \ 
far. 

“The caucus noted wnh 
enthusiasm and grateful 
appreciation the progress 
that has been made this 
weqk with constructive 
talks, aimed at achieving 
peaceful negotiation. to- 
wards the creation of a 
new South Africa,” said 
caucus chairman, Mr J J 
“Keppies™ Niemann, in a 
statement on behalf of the | 
NP caucus. 
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MOST Speakout callers believed 
hospital workers should not strike if 
patients suffer as a result, but there 
were strong arguments in support 
of the strikers. 
MEbrahim Amla, Vereeniging: There 
is no doubt that legitimate reasons un- 
derpin these strikes. But strikes should 
have their limitations, because now we 
are faced with human suffering on an 
inconceivable scale. 
'S J Makhanye, Orlando West: They 
are right to strike but the result deeply 
affects patients and they should have 
considered that before they started. 
They should have applied another meth- 
od like striking in shifts. 
M Russell Sadowsky, Hillbrow: The 
ANC/SACP-aligned Nehawu, who are so 
damned long on rhetoric but so damned 
short on compassion, would serve both 
arties’ interests best by not encourag- 

ing the status quo. A more amicable ar- 
rangement should have been arrived at. 
MM Sibiya, Soweto: The workers 
started with a go-slow and if their prob- 
lems had been addressed we would not 
have the situation we have now. 
MStanley Mabusa, Naledi: Doctors 
and nurses have the right to strike on 
condition that their previous attempts, 
let’s say a go-slow, are not listened to. 
MMrs Wall, Roodepoort: It is abso- 
lutely iniquitous for hospital staff to go 
on strike and it shows a lack of human- 
ity. If they are inadequately rewarded 
for their work they should appoint repre- 
sentatives to negotiate on their behalf. If 
they don’t get satisfaction, they should 
resign. 
N Edgerton, Robertsham: I'm fed 
up with all these blacks striking. They 
think they have come into power. They 
don't consider the white man — they 
have taken over our Johannesburg Hos- 
wal. They should fire the lot. 

Amy Steven, Parkhurst: I think all 
hospital staff are entitled to strike if our 
thick-skinned, over-indulged, overpaid 
Cabinet Ministers are too insensitive and 
self-satisfied to play fair with taxpayers’ 
money. 
MWMDoddy Miller, Orange Grove: 
Nurses and doctors should not go on 
strike as they have sworn an oath to pro- 

Hospital strike 
    

long life. If you are not satisfied with 
your salary you should do what every 
other person does and give your employ- 
er notice and look for another job. 
WGeva Patz, Porkview: The right of 
people to medical treatment when they 
are unwell far su?ersedes these people’s 
grievances. But I think it's important 
that other structures be set up to enable 
medical personnel to air their griev- 
ances. 
MM van Eyck, Berea: The medical 
staff should never have entered the med- 
ical {:rofession for the money — salary 
should not be an issue. They knew what 
the salaries were going to be. They 
should not strike. 
MSaxton Mokholo, Daveyton: After 
trying all avenues for so long, I think 
they are justified in striking. 
MWRhona de Villiers, Newlands: Doc- 
tors and nurses work under an ethical 
code and they knew what their salaries 
would be when they accepted govern- 
ment employment. This is just another 
radical-Left action and as usual the 
unions are behind this. Who's to blame? 
Mr FW and company for legalising 
these unions. 
WMSidney Whitney, Bellevue East: If 
the teachers aren’t allowed to strike, 
why should doctors and nurses? If one of 
their family was taken seriously ill and 
they arrived at the hospitals and there 
was no ore to help, how would they 
react? 
MYair Levy, Hillbrow: Mr de Klerk 
and company are responsible for the 
present state of affairs concerning all 
strikes: his Government has irresponsi- 
bly recognised black labour unions. 

Tim Groom, Windsor: After 12 years 
of full-time nursing I was unable to pay 
for medical treatment for my own fami- 
ly. Do I think nurses should have the 
right to strike? Damned right I think 
nurses should have the right to strike. 
M Hennick Mphokale, Pimville: Hospi- 
tal workers should never go on strike be- 
cause people’s lives are involved. The 
only action they can take after all ave- 
nues are exhausted is to resign as indi- 
viduals and join industry. 
MH Alper, Cheltondale: If these hospi- 
tal staff have got grievances they should 
direct them to the union, and the union 
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will then negotiate with the hospital. 
They should give the hospital adminis- 
tration a certain time, after which they 
can go on strike. 
MMoses da Gama, Toekomsrus: The 
hospital staff have genuine grievances 
and their last option was to strike. Un- 
fortunately we, as patients, are caught in 
the crossfire. 
M Motlatsi Moeketsi, Diepkloof: If the 
Government does not open channels for 
communication between itself, its em- 
ployees and its employees’ unions, then 
the contradiction between them will 
widen. The inclusion of doctors and 
nurses is important to the working class 
in order to counter the employer. 
MM Chiba, Pretoria: We should follow 
the Japanese system, namely that while 
the workers continue with their duties, 
their union leaders negotiate with man- 
agement for the best deal possible for 
both the workers and management. The 
only telltale sign of the ongoing strike 
are black armbands worn by each work- 
er to indicate that “we are on strike”. 
W'Shana Cohen, Sandton: Mr de 
Klerk and his Government have irre- 
sponsibly and gutlessly created this 
monster which is in the process of de- 
vouring the white civilisation and social 
fabric of South Africa. Not content with 
this, Mr de Klerk still insults our intelli- 
gence by stating that his “is the only 
way". 
MRobyn Francois, Highlands North: 
They have the right to get better wages 
but they can negotiate through petitions 
or making people aware of conditions. 
M Motsepe Matlala, Springs: To me it 
is unacceptable for nurses and doctors to 
strike but one must understand their 
frustration. Black people in this country 
have found that the only way to produce 
results is to strike. 
WWBarney Segal, Berea: The griev- 
ances should be sorted out immediately 
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and all ayenues explored to avoid sick 
eople being the sufferers due to strikes. 

E Geary, Springs: If architects, civil 
engineers and estate agents went on 
strike, the public would be inconven- 
ienced. But nurses are a day and night 
necessity and it's hard to imagine so- 
ciety coping without them. They should 
be considered. 
MM H Ismail, Brits: Whether or not the 
black staff is justified in going on strike 
to express their grievances is a moot 
point. The fact remains that they should 
receive the same pay packets as their 
white counterparts. 
) Osborn, Orange Grove: This 
strike is a ghoulish act. Sick people suf- 
fer. Florence Nightingale would grieve. 
This is ANC intimidation as a weapon in 
talks with FW. 
M Alfred Morris, Raedene: I say to 
strikers: Go and make way for those who 
need a job. If you don’t like your condi- 
tions of service, leave. 
MWMSipho Makhasi, Meloding: The 
workers should go on strike if their 
grievances are not addressed. But when 
it comes to nurses and doctors, one 
needs to be careful and reasonable, be- 
cause if they decide to strike, they will 
be putting patients’ lives at stake. But if 
they air their grievances in a profession- 
al way, and authorities fail to listen to 
them, then they will be bound to embark 
on a strike. 
MBilly Jackson, Edenpark: It is not 
good for health workers to strike. There 
are better ways to air grievances. They 
can threaten a strike — this will make 
the authorities take note of grievances 
because they know what it implies. 
MLianda Smith, Germiston: The nurs- 
ing staff should be more dedicated to 
their work and not allow themselves to 
be intimidated. They take a vow, and 
they should have more compassion than 
to go on strike when there are sick peo- 
ple and babies. As far as helpers go, if 
they don't want to work, the hospital 
should appeal to pensioners to do it. 
T S Rasebonang, Soweto: The prob- 
lem is that we do sympathise with the 
strikers, but at the same time with the 
patients who are suffering. We are 
happy that political organisations seem 
prepared to negotiate with the strikers. 
MSilvester Choenyane, Hillbrow: 

iv.ost callers> 
How can they live on such low salaries? 
The only way to air their grievances is 
to strike, because white people don't look 
at their grievances. We are used to get- 
ting things only when we use force. 
MSam Levin, Cheltondale: It is time 
the authoritiés looked at essential ser- 
vices in a different light. I feel the MPs 
are necessary and they deserve periodic 
increases, but when it comes to essential 

services, I think it must take precedence 
above all. 
M J Albert, Melville:There is no feeling 
for the patient. The next group will 
strike when these are finished. until they 
are satisfied, and the next. and a chain 
reaction forever. There should be a law 
stopping these people from striking. 

WC Branders, Germiston: | am a su- 
pervisor of white men with families who 
earn a low salary in comparison with 
today’s cost of living. These men pay 
higher taxes and rent than the black per- 
son on the street in the same category 
and don't just decide to go on strike. 
W Mandla Ndumo, Soweto: [ know the 
strikers’ grievances. but they should 
think about the sick people. They need 
their attention. They can make a small 
protest, but not what they are doing now. 
ME Hassejee, Lenasia: | work at 
Baragwanath Hospital, and there are 
many injustices meted out to the work- 
ers and medical personnel. But a strike 
of this sort which jeopardises the lives of 
patients is definitely not the correct 
method. 

M Joanne Blogg, Orange Grove: 
Striking is the only way people air their 
grievances. The attitude of the nursing 
council who wish to dismiss striking 
nurses stinks. It belongs in the Dark 
Ages. 

Zelda Schwartz, Johannesburg: 
This is a free country. You can ask for a 
raise if you want one, or better facililies 
or whatever you want. but all these 
strikes are undermining the country. 
F W de Klerk should deploy troops to 
work in the hospitals and fire the strik- 
ers. 
MPeter Madibu, Kroonstad: The hos- 
pital staff should go on strike, because of 
their low wages and because the authori- 
ties are not prepared to listen to them. 
What can you do with R400? 
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NEGLECT OF /| 
THE HOME FRONT 
THE PROGRESS of ‘Operation Watch- 

dog’, the SAP’s huge crime prevention 

drive launched this week, will be watched 

with interest against a background of 

continuing dissatisfaction in the force, 

even after the latest pay rises, an alarm- 

ing increase in violent crime and a grow- 

ing feeling of insecurity among many 

people in their homes, on the streets and 

in their cars. : 

Police chiefs deny that there has beena 

serious upsurge in crime and say that the 

SAP, in spite being 11 000 members short, 

is quite capable of handling the situation: 

Yet it has been necessary to call in 

troops as the unrest in some black areas 

has verged on anarchy. In many white 

areas, where anxieties about sons and 

husbands serving on ‘the border’ are 

thankfully only a memory, there is a new 

anxiety — a feeling that ‘the war’ has 

moved from Namibia and Angola to the 

Home Front. For many, the new border 

begins at their garden fence, while their 

cars have become domestic tanks in 

which they travel with locked doors. 

Some may think these perceptions ex- 

aggerated. Yet there is no denying that if 

the SAP had over the years received a 

proportionate share of the money, equip- 

ment, manpower and long-range planning 

that has gone into nurturing (some might 

say pampering) the S A Defence Force 

and the vast military-industrial complex 

that includes Armscor, it would not be in 

the mess it is in today. 

We are not suggesting that the func- 

tions and needs of the SAP and the SADF 

can be equated. Modern defence is enor- 

mously expensive. But today the SAP is 

suffering the effects of years of neglect. 

In an atmosphere of war psychosis and 

‘total onslaught’ the SADF, under the 

forceful ministry and patronage of men 

like Mr P W Botha, got more or less what 

_ it asked for. 

SAP generals, on the other hand, appar- 

ently sought to impress their political 

masters by staying within budget, with 

the result that their allocations for the fol- 

lowing year showed little real increase. 

Shockingly inadequaté allowance was - 

made for the expansion and upgrading of 

the police force. Today it numbers 81 500, 

giving a ratio of 1,9 per 1 000 of popula- 

tion. In many countries less turbulent 

-} than South Africa the police establish- 

1 ment is maintained at a ratio of 3 or more 

| ver 1 000. 

  

Small wonder that average overtime 

worked each month exceeds 1633000 

hours and that even the latest pay and 

service benefits have seemingly failed to 

stem a resignation rate that rose from six 

a day last September to more than 20 a- 

day last month. : : 

What we are seeing is the informal 

privatisation of the police force as firms 

snap up experienced men to provide the 

protection they do not get from an 

undermanned SAP. Some employers offer 

young policemen twice what the SAP 

pays, with more time off and less danger. 

One MP estimates that the private sector 

now employs 300 000 security personnel. 

Adequate protection is fast becoming the 

privilege of the wealthy. : 

In the current Budget R10071 mim;inv 

goes to defence. The halving of the call-up 

period will immediately save R1 500 
million. : 

The Police Vote is R2 927 million, which 

barely keeps pace with inflation. The cost 

of the latest pay package has yet to be an- 

nounced. But if reports that it caused 

acute dissention in the Cabinet are cor- 

rect, it seems to us that nothing short of a 

paradigm shift in government thinking 

about the allocation of resources to the 

defence of the Home Front will restore 

peace and order to the land. 
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    Clergymen and friends assist in moving Mr Victor Africander's body from his car to the police mortuary van. 
Picture by SCOTCH MACASKILL 

  

  

   



    
by ISABEL KOCH 

THE chairman of the Pietermaritzburg 
Council of Churches and executive mem- 
ber of the South African Council of 
Churches (SACC), the Reverend Victor Vi- 
vian Sipho Africander (60), was assassin- 
ated in Imbali yesterday morning. 

Police arrested a 40-year-old man in 
connection with the killing. He was later 
released. 
According to city police spokesman, 

Lieutenant Henry Budhram, a gun was 
found in the man’s possession. He said al- 
though witnesses had also pointed the sus- 
pect out to the police, there was insuffi- 
cient evidence to connect him to the 

| killing. - 
Mr Africander’s brutal death has 

stricken church and community leaders 
gathered at his home yesterday. 

Mr Africander was driving the daughter 
of a relative, Thandekile Khumalo (6), to 
school ‘when he was shot at point blank 
range at about 7.30 am. He was hit in the 
e SR 
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head and chest. 
Thandekile, a pupil at St Nieholas, was 

also grazed by a bullet above her right ear. 
She was discharged from Edendale hospi- 
tal later in the day. 

The shooting happened in Imbali’s Su- 
therland Road, not far from Mr Africand- 
er's home and the St Mark’s Anglican 
church where he was a priest. 

According to one witness Mr Africander 
stopped at an intersection near St Mark’s 
church. 

The witness had earlier noticed two 
young men, one with a brown balaclava 
pulled over his face, standing in a nearby 
bus shelter. ; 

“The man wearing the balaclava ran 
towards the car as it stopped. I heard three 
loud noises and had first thought it was a 
car backfiring. . . - 

“The two men ran off immediately and 
got into a silver-grey car, which was 
parked some distance away. A driver was 
waiting for them,” said the eye witness. 
When The Natal Witness arrived at the 

        

    

    

scene of the killing about two hours later, 
the car was still parked next to the road 
and Mr Africander’s body had not been 
removed. i 

His wife, Constance Africander, a nurs- 
ing tutor, and other women had arrived by 
‘the time police removed the body from the 
‘blood-drenched car at about 10 am. : 

The Anglican Bishop of Natal, Bishop 
Michael Nuttall, broke down when he ar- 
rived at the Africander home. 

“As a bishop and friend, I find myself 
without words. We are all obviously 
deeply shocked about what happened. 
This has brought very close to me the suf- 
fering which so many people have been 
experiencing through this violence.” 

He said he hoped that Mr Africander’s 
“terrible and unnecessary death may be 
used somehow to bring healing and peace 
with justice into this wounded and broken 
community”. 

The man arrested after the incident 
could not be positively connected to the 
killing, police later confirmed. A police 
R i S 

  

   spokesman said the man’s firearm, which 
he carried with him, was confiscated after 
the arrest. It was established that no shots 
had been fired with it recently. He said 
that the firearm was cocked and that the 
magazine was full. “It will be sent to Pre- 
toria for forensic tests,” the spokesman 
said. 
“Independent witnesses have con- 

to the police that they saw the man    

ad'/the man was arrested at the 
S hen he drove past and police 
responded when the people who had gath- 
ered shouted: “That’s him, that’s him”. 

Mr Africander, who started his career as 
ateacher in Estcourt, trained as a priest at 
the St Peter’s Theological College in Rose- 
ttenville. 

His first priesthood was at the diocese of 
Zululand. He afterwards moved to the dio- 
cese of Swaziland and came to Pieter- 
maritzburg in 1976 to serve the parish of St 
Martin’s. He moved to St Mark’s in 1977   
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by WYNDHAM HARTLEY 
in Cape Town 

THE armed struggle could be sus- 
pended and ‘the Internal Security 
Act scrapped; following the highly 
successful Groote Schuur talks be- 
tween the Government and the ANC 
which ended yesterday. 

Both the Government and the ANC . 
have agreed to “a common commit- 
ment toward the resolution of the 
existing  climate of violence and intimidation from whatever quarter, as well as a commitment to stability 

peaceful process of negotia- 
tions”, 

A joint working group between the 
two parties is also to be established 
to deal with the issue of political 
prisoners, immunity for them, the ° definition of political offences and 
the norms and mechanisms dealing 
with release. The working group is 
scheduled to complete its task by 
May 21. 

The Government also undertook to 
review “existing security legislation 
to bring it into line with the new dy- 
namic situation developing in South ! Africa in order to ensure normal and free political activities.” 
President F.W. de Klerk and ANC 

vice-president, Mr Nelson Mandela, 
addressed a press conference, jam- 
packed with local and foreign media 
yesterday evening at the conclusion 
ofthe third round of talks, 

Chikane in 

attempt 

to revive 

peace talks 
THE Reverend Frank 
Chikane, General Sec- 
retary of the SA Coun- 
cil of Churches (SACOC), 
visited  Pietermaritz- 
burg and Durban yes- 
terday, and held talks 
with a UDF delegation 
in an attempt to revive 
the peace process in 
Natal. 
An SACC statement 

said the visit was a con-. 
tinuation of efforts by 
church leaders to re- 
start the peace negotia- 
tions. Church leaders 
have already held dis- 
cussions with Inkatha, 
the ANC and President 
F.W. de Klerk. 

The Reverend Chi- 
kane met Mr Harry 
Gwala of the United 
Democratic 
(UDF) in Pietermaritz- 
burg, as well as other 
UDF officials in the 
area. 
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b Upemfié the conference Mr de Klerk said that 
there was “straight talk” which was an important 
breakthrough in terms of the normalisation of 
South Africa which the Government wanted. 

said, adding that it was also an important step in 
replacing mistrust with understanding and is a 
joint commitment “of extreme importance to all 
the people of South Africa. I look to the future 
with confidence,” Mr de Klerk concluded. 

Mr Mandela said that the striking feature of 
the talks had been their cordiality. 

When asked whether the agreement on elimi- 
nating violence related to the armed struggle, Mr 
Mandela said that the ANC would honour every 
word of the agreement . . . and will look “hard and 
earnestly at the whole question of the armed 
struggle”.   When they were asked if apartheid was dead 
or merely dying, Mr Mandela said that when he 
went to prison 27 years ago he had no vote, now 
upon his release he still had no vote. He said that 
the ANC delegation did not doubt the integrity of 
the State President, but “I still have no vote”. 

Democratic Party co-leader and spokesman 
on constitutional development, Mr Wynand 
Malan, said yesterday the outcome of the dis- 
cussions between the Government and the ANC 
gave reason not only for satisfaction but also for 
optimism. 

The Chairman of the Ministers’ Council in the 
House of Delegates, Dr J.N. Reddy, said the time 
was now appropriate for all South Africans, what- 
ever their political persuasions, to give unre- 
served backing and encouragement to the coming   negotiations for a new constitution. 

i “This is a great step forward,” Mr de Klerk , 

violence 
Inkatha president Mangosuthu Buthelezi said 

it was heartening to know that there was at least 
agreement between the Government and the ANC 
delegation. > 

The leader of the Labour Party and chairman 
of the Ministers’ Council in the House of Rep- 
resentatives, the Reverend Allan Hendrickse, 
welcomed the establishment of a working commit- 
tee as a positive step. 
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! THE Transkei, Bophuthatswana, Venda 
i and Ciskei (TBVC) “countries” have ex- 
I perienced severe financial difficulties 
!since independence and at present owe 
-the South African Government over 
; R200 million. 
! ' A spokesman for the Department of 
:Forexgn Affairs, Mrs Elsa Dry, said 

|!amounts owing to South Africa by the 
! TBVC territories in terms of the loan 
i fund for the promotion of economic co- 
| operation amounted to R239 899 310. 
| Transkei owes R101959 080, Bo- 
phuthatswana R40576 764, Venda 
55020 417 and Ciskei R42 343 049. 

| Mr MR Madula, head of Venda’s Fi- 
(nance Department, said: “Seven years 
| after independence, the Venda govern- 
' ment experienced financial problems 
.and we negotiated overdraft facilities, 
iof up to R 117000000, with the First 
' National Bank.” 

Senbank advising 

He said 46 percent of Venda’s bud- 
‘get was financed from South African 
!budgetary aid and 32 percent from its 
1own sources. Mr Madula added that his 
i government had appointed a financial 
!institution, Senbank, as consultant to 
-mvestlgate and prescribe ways to man- 
, age the State debt. 
| Bophuthatswana Minister of Finance 
| Mr Lesley Young said that for the past 
'three years his government had not 
}had to rely on borrowing to finance its 
(expenditures. However, Mr Young ad- 
| mitted they had had some financial dif- 
:ficultles 
1 Financial problems experienced 
\since independence included the as- 
jsumption of responsibility for social 
vpensxons excessive overcrowding in 
ischools and an inadequate supply of ex- 
|perienced teachers. 
i “Hospitals and clinics were inade- 
|quate in quantity and quality to deal 
! with illness arising from poor nourish- 
yment as well as from inadequate sani- 
|tation,” he said. 
! _Mr Young believed that Bophutha- 
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tswana would achieve total financial 
independence within the next half-dec- 
ade. Bophuthatswana might borrow 
from the Development Bank of South- 
ern Africa for projects but “we never 
borrow from anyone for day-to-day ex- 
penditure”. 

Transkei’s Major-General Bantu Ho- 
lomisa confirmed his government had 
inherited a situation that has been an 
on-going process for over a decade as 
the homeland had been run on an over- 
draft facility since 1976. 

“We have inherited a government at 
a time when the already untenable fi- 
nancial situation of the country was 
aggravated by the startling revelations 
of the Commissions of Inquiry. 

He added that his government was 
still haunted by the ghost of financial 
maladministration of the previous ci- 
vilian government led by Mr Kaiser 
Matanzima. 

- Ciskean authorities were unavailable 
for comment. 

Mrs Dry would not say that the 
homelands had overspent because 
“overspending refers to unauthorised 
expenditure”. 

Mrs Dry said that due to a combina- 
tion of factors the TBVC states started 
building up budgetary deficits over the 
past few years. - 

“It must, however, be kept in mind 
that SA’s contribution to the develop- 
ment of these states had, in real terms, 
dropped off after independence. 

“It became evident that multi-year 
adjustments were required to restore 
the balance between revenue and ex- 
penditure,” Mrs Dry said. 

In March, Pretoria announced it was 
contemplating steps to ensure that the 
homeland goverments exercise finan- 
cial restraint. 

Finance Minister Mr Barend du 
Plessis said the overspending occurred 
despite expert advice available over a 
long period. 
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SS Says 
Stompie was 
kidnapped 

By Stephane Bothma 

THE alleged murderer 
of 14-year old activist 
Stompie Moeketsi. 
whose decomposcd 
body was found in an 
open veld in Soweto 
early last year, denied 
that Mrs Winnie Man- 
dela had been at her 
home when the de- 
ceased and three other 
young activists had al- 
legedly been assaulted 
there in December 
1988, the Rand Su- 
preme Court  heard 
yesterday. 

. Mr Kenneth Kgase, al- 
legedly abducted  with 
Stompie and two other 
youths from the Soweto 
Methodist ~ Church by 
members of the Winnic 
Mandela Football Team 
in December 1988, testi- 
fied in the trial of Mr Jer- 
ry Vusi Musi Richardson. 
of Orlando West, Sowe- 
to, who had pleaded not 
guilty to murdering Stom- 
pie Moeketsi Seipei on 
January 1 or 2 last year. 
The  4l-year-old Mr 

Richardson also pleaded 
not guilty before Mr Jus- 
tice B O’Donovan and 
two assessors to a charge 
of attempted murder, 
four charges of kidnap- 
ping and several charges 
of assault with the intent 
to do grievous bodily 
harm. Mr Richardson had 
allegedly been a member 
of the Winnie Mandela 
Football Team. 

Mr Kgase earlier testi- 
fied how Mrs Mandela 
had started the assaults 

“on them while they had 
.been held captive for sev- 
eral days at her home in 
Diepkloof Extension 
after their abduction. Mrs 
Mandela had used a sjain- 
bok and her fists to as- 
sault the four of them, he 
told the court. 

In  cross-examination 
yesterday, it was put to 

Mr Kgase that Mrs Man- 
dela had left her h8use on 
the morning of December 
                  
which the four had alleg- 
edly been kidnapped, and 
had only returned a few 
days later. 

Mr Kgase yesterday de- 
nied this and repeated 
that Mrs Mandela was 
present and had assaulted 
and interrogated them. 

He also told the court 
that after being held cap- 
tive at Mrs Mandela’s 
home for more than a 
week, he had escaped on 
January 7 last year by 
jumping over the back 
fence of her yard. 

After great difficulty — 
with his knees giving him 
problems as a result of the 
assault on him — Mr 
Kgase had eventually 
reached the  Central 
Methodist Church in Jo- 
hannesburg_ after his es- 
cape, from where he had 

Stdmpie had been ac- 
cused of being a police in- 
former, while Mr Kgase 
and the two others, Mr 
Barend Thabiso Mono 
and Mr Gabriel Pelo 
Mekgwe, had been accus- 
ed of having a sexual re- 
lationship with Reverend 
Paul Verryn. 

Mr Kgase also told the 
court how he had seen Mr 
Richardson stabbing Mr 
Lerotodi Andrew Ika- 
neng with the blade of a 
pair of garden shears and 
that he had been ordered 
by the accused and other 
members of the football 
team not to tell anybody 
about the incident. 

‘Lhe State alleged that 

Mr Richardson had. after ' 

stabbing Mr 1kaneng, left 

him in an open veld. 

thinking he had died. Mr 
Ikaneng, badly wounded. 
had managed to get to the 
Baragwanath  Hospital | 
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telephoned the Reverend 
Paul Verryn, who had 
been in. charge. of the So- 
weto Methodist Church 
from where they had been 
kidnapped. 

Mr Kgase earlier told 
the court that on the 
evening of January 1 last 
year, the accused had 
taken Stompie from the 
room where they had 
been held captive after   
Stompie had been severe- 
ly assaulted. 

He had also heard the 
accused telling another 
member of the Winnie 
Mandela Soccer Team — 
of which the accused had 
been the manager — that 
‘one cannot live with 

people who sell out their 

own people to the sys- 

tem’. 
Testimony in the trial 

stated that Stompie had 
been severely assaulted 
and was in a very serious 
state when he had been 
removed from the room 
where they had been   held. 
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Clash over 
minorit 

By Brian Stuart 

CAPE TOWN. — 
ANC Deputy Presi- 
dent. Mr Nelson Man- 
dela, told the media 
last night he had*“not 
the slightest doubt™ 
that Mr F*W de Klerk 
meant what he said, 
but he questioned the 
State President’s ad- 
herence to the concept 
of minority rights. 

The clash of views over 

rig 
voting rights and the pro- 
tection of minorities be- 
tween, Mr De Klerk and 
Mr Mandela took place at 
the first-ever joint media 
conference by the govern- 
ment and the ANC. 

“I must tell you what | 
told the State President. 
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s'. 

When 1 went to jail 27 
years ago I had no vote. 
and 27 years later when 1 
came out I had no vote.” 
said Mr Mandela. “That 
is due to the colour of my 
skin. 

“The State President 
and the government have 
made several statements 
in which they commit 
themselves to votes for all. 

"I have not the slightest 
doubt that the State Presi- 
dent means what he says. 
I have now had the op- 
portunity of exchanging 
views with the govern- 
ment. and [ have no 
doubt  whatever about 
their integrity. This is not 
only my view but the view— 
of my delegation. 

* “But the reality is that | 
still have no vote.” 

On apartheid. Mr De 
Klerk said: “While apart- 
heid is going in South 

- 'TOPAGE 2 : 

 



  

  

Working group will 
nrobe release of- 

political prisoners 

  

C(T\EN  Sal. W?o 
By Bert van Hees climate of violence and lhc. \V( King group .ary immunity from pros- 

CAPE TOWN. — The  jnptimidation from what-  will bear in mind experi- ccution for political of- 

government and the  ever quarter, us well as o ences in Namibia and  fences committed before 

ANC have agreed to  commitment to stability elsewhere, and will aim to To PRGEAQ 
establish  a  working and to a peaceful process complete its work before 

group 1o investigate  of negotiations. - May2l. 
the release of political “Flowing  from  this “It is understood that 

commitment, the follow- the South African Goyv- 
prisoners, and the gov- 
cernment has undertak- 
en to review security 
legislatian to bring it 
into line with the "new 
dynamic situation™ in 
South Africa. 

The government has 
also repeated its commit- 
ment to work towards the 

lifting of the state of 
emergency, 
a joint communique is- 
sued yésterday. 

The communique said: 
“The government and the 
ANC agree on a common 
commitment towards the 
resolution of the existing 

  

according to 

—ing was agreed upon: 
“The establishment of a 

working group to make 
recommendations on a 
definition of political of- 
fences in the South Afri- 
can situation. 

“To discuss, in this re- 
eard, time scales and to 
advise on norms and 
mechanisms for dealing 
with the release of politi- 
cal prisoners and  the 
granting of immunity in 
respect  of political  of- 
fences to those inside and 
outside South Africa. All 
persons who may be af- 
fected will be considered. 

ernment, in its discretion. 
may consult other politi- 
cal parties and move- 
ments, and other relevant 
bodies. : 

“The proceedings of 
the working group will be 
confidential. 

“In the meantime, the 
following offences will re- 
ceive attention immedi- 
ately: (a) The leaving of 
the country without a va- 
lid travel document. and 
(b) any offences related 

merely to organisations 
which  were previously 
prohibited. 

“In addition, tempor-  



  

  
  

CAPE TOWN. = 

The outcome of the 

discussions  between 

the government and 
the ANC gave reason 
not only for satistac- 

tion but also for opti- 

mism, Democratic 

Party co-leader. and 
spokesman on consti- 
tutional develop- 
ment, Mr Wynand 
Malan said yesterday. 

What was of purtic‘\r 
lar significance was the 
central commitment to 

  

move at all possible 
speed, especially against 
the background of the 
working group having to 
report by May 21. 

ing that at this early 

  

It was also encourag-   
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stage it was realised that 
other parties had to be 
drawn in to the nego- 
tiating process, and that 
even the creation of a 
climate for negotiations 
would not be finalised 
without the involvement 
of other actors. 

The fact that a joint 
Press conference had 
‘been held. rather than 
separate COlICTCadey, 

was meaningful. 
It was clear that viol- 

ence was still a problem 
for both parties and that 
they had, therefore, re- 
stricted themselves to 
the rhetoric of a com- 
mitment to peaceful so- 
lutions. 

" The whole process 
had begun to develop 
and was becoming. 'in a 
sense, unstoppable. 

It would continue to 
grow, and necessary ac- 
tors such as the PAC, 
Azapo and the CP 
would also now have to 

  

Cmaem qu ’qo 
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Wynand optimistic 
reconsider their strate- 

" gies in order to ensure 
they had a say imit. 

Inkatha  President, 
Chief Mangosuthu Bu- 
thelezi, said it was 
heartening to know that 
there was at least agree- 
ment between the gov- 
ernment and the ANC 
delegation on the urgent 
need for violence to be 
addressed. 

“There can be no ne- 
gotiations while the 
flames of this violence 
are raging as is the case 
at present. 

“But it is also not 
enough to undertake to 
do something about the 
violence while members 
of the ANC delegation 
such as Mr Thabo Mbe- 
ki went out of his way to 

state: 'l would assume 
! that people who claim 
to be the leaders of se- 
ven million Zulus would 
sit next to President De 
Klerk." 
Whenever _ he had 

talked with the State 
President, Mr F W de 
Klerk, about negotia- 
tions he had made clear 
his stance was that of 
Inkatha president. I 
have never said any- 
thing else than this, but 
the Zulu people as such 
also must have a say 
about their destiny as 
South Africans. 

“This kind of rhetoric 
from the Thabo Mbekis 

1 of this world fans the 
flamgs Of the very viol- 
ence they claim to be 
conceerned about.: ——       
  

 



King: 

tdegiroying Zul 
VILUNDI. — Zulu King 

dwill Zwelithini war- 

thering of Kwa- 
in Ulundi yes- 

owas in- 

their 

  

unity as  hieans o1 des 
stroving 7+ 1 power. 

King Goodwill said this 
was part of the ANC plan 
1o break down everything 
in the country and ““put 

  

ANC infent on 

lus, SA' 
the picces back together 
in such a way that South 
Africa  becomes  the 
ANC's property™. 

He told of people going 
into townships and rural 
areas intent on setting fa- 
milies against each other, 
of burnimgs and killings 
and attacks on KwaZulu 
offices.  personnel* and 
personal property. 

These were not really 
attacks against Inkatha o1 
the KwaZulu govern 
ment, he said. but attacks 
against the people ol 
KwaZulu because they 
were Zulus with a proud 
record. 

He said he saw the 
people of KwaZulu form- 
ing “one huge block for 

democracy™. 
“Join with President T 

W de Klerk. Jom with 
whoever are now disman- 
tling apartheid and put- 
ting their shoulders to- 
gether to establish a new 
South Africa.” — Sapa. 
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Dol 

end 

THE ANC ;was pro- 

posing to.end monop- 

olistic control of the 

commercial press but 

would not nationalise 

it, according to Mr Si- 

busiso’ Ndebele, a 

member of the execu- 

tive committee of the 

ANC’s Southern Natal 

region. 
Speaking at a meet- 

ing of the Association 

for Democratic Jour- 

nalists on Thursday 

night he said the ANC 

would not nationalise 

the press as the experi- 

ence of socialist move- 

ments in Eastern Eu- 

rope and Nicaragua 

had shown that concen 

trating power des- 

troyed democracy. 
“And without effective 

criticism people begin to 

get distrustful. This is 

the lesson of perestroika. 

“So we would like a 

critical press faithful to 

the oppressed but not 

subservient to the 

party...a press that is 

critical but not hostile.   

NC will 
New S $MAy 1990 

nd Press 

monopoly T 
“WE SEEK CRITICAL PAPERS, 
BUT FAITHFUL TO OPPRESSED’ 

PAUL HOTZ 

“But there is no ques 

tion of allowing monopo 

ly control to remain,” he 

said citing the fact that 

four companies at pres- 

ent controlled nearly all 

the daily newspapers in 

the country. 

“Even if the commer- 

cial press remains capi- 

talist-controlled, the mo- 

nopoly will not be al- 

lowed to remain. 
“The press must be 

taken from their exclu- 

sive control,” he said. He 

said the ANC did not 

have a blueprint for de- 

mocratising the press. 

The details of the new 

dispensation would be 

worked out in conjunc- 

tion with progressive 
media workers. 

He added that one pos- 

siblity to restore balance 

in the press was to re- 

quire a subsidisation of 

the alternative press by 

the commercial press. 

He strongly attacked 

the commercial press, 

saying that they "pan- 

dered to the most con- 

servative section of the 

white electorate”. 

“They continually di- 

vert people from the 

major issues. During the 

recent marches, for ex- 

ample, they did not focus 

on the issues which 

caused 30000 people to 

march, but on two bish- 

ops complaining about a 

SACP flag. 

“They are always dis- 

torting things. If there is 

a good turnout at an 

event they say it is the 

result of intimidation. 

“When the media re-   strictions were lifted, 

you could see no differ- 
ence in the commercial 

press, but you could see 

it in the alternative 

press.” 

B Asked about the fu- 

ture control of the SABC 

he said the monopoly of 

the dissemination of in- 

formation was one of the 

subjects being negotiated 

as part of the ANC pro- 

posals put to President 

F.W. de Klerk and his 

team at the recent talks 

in the Cape.   
  

Black inco 
Buio NESS p#Y 7 

perspe new 
NFORMAL sector activity c,ould 

Iadd as much as 50% to blacks’ per 

capita incom 

cial income chasm SO 

cording to Stellenbosc 

es — reducing the ra- 

mewhat, ac- 
h University 

academic Servaas van der Berg. 

In a paper delivered to a symposium 

on the production and use of socio-eco- 

nomic statisti 

end, Van der Berg 
ics in Durban at the week- 

used a recent Central 

Statistical Service (CSS) survey on the 

informal sector to arrl ve at new esti- 

mates for black per capita incomes. 

%nfl{e é‘?ga 

cfive 

_ “Black compared to white per capi 
income (R16 531) rises frompes,s%pttfi 
12,7% whep provision'is made for unre- 
corded activity.” The informal activity 
raises black incomes from R706 a yéar 
to R2105. Although Van den Berg be- 
hevgd unrecorded economic activity 
provided some relief from poverty, he 
agreed with conference delegates it did 
l'.lv?alatll:eg‘uth t:act of a heavily skewed is 3 Ml 
drialin ribution to any significant 

Van der Berg added his voice to the 
Reserve Bank in criticising overly opti- 
mistic estimates of informal sector ac- 
tivity. ‘ 

“If the (extreme) free-marketeer 
view is correct, there is reason for much 
optimism about SA economic growth; 
and then poverty reduction and im- 
proved income distribution is a mere 
matter of waiting for further growth 

; along free market lines. In such circum- 
= stances, policy attention to matters 

& GRETA STEYN | 

such as emplo 
co&es dsupgz‘ ! uouesl.l’t’ i bk A an der Berg’s paper noted th : e ?vl:)sixfness Development Corporastfgsg dangg:n()gi Eggrr;);st. had admitted the ¢ f ing informal Job creation potential “ of the informal sector is m s e 

rmal | ) erely a fall-b 
sition (‘survival entre o reneurship’)”’, laguiegogzrgangtep thalt:’ estimr:?ég )of 

articipation in the infor- | mal sector varies from with | 
C : 6% to 31%, with | a median estimate of 19% o o8 | 

€ T | :Egrg{%v:;lx&lz 1exbcludes wl‘;il:&s,h efogrfg ‘ _ e labour force (2,7-million | people) wer Al 
toxijg'crt)ivity.e involved in informal sec- | 

; ’s Professor Brian K TV < JaE 
an lcrllaif'gr ' l::rmclsm for his we:tl(;rkgil;: i at unrecorded activity could - to _as much as 40% of Gross e ::élc dl:;'fi;jguctd (GDP). Kantor re- ond iscussi i ng)pttmg out the figure ;vc;l; at;m:p b¥ i clré He stuck to his view that the g {)}?ncy betw'een GDP calculated 

from theeingfitp;le: gix‘tiur'edt_;ide e 
ik € indicated substan- tivity: of unrecorded economic ac- 

However, Van de H A r Ber, 
icrffl(t)lcal of the Marxist viegv :;aast '?tlgg uermal sector was of little cons quence and was only a means to hi:e. 
poverty or no . 

Quencei", t to address its conse. 

  

  

  

  
 



, Tribal leaders only 
OUR country has far too 

many unintelligent, myo- 

pic racists who are ob- 
sessed with '\p'mheld 

J P Proctor's letter to- 
this newspaper on April 

23 (IFP sees through alli- 

ance’s antics) is an indica- 
tion of someone who can 
only repeat the usual rac- 
ist (propaganda) bogey: 
“ANC/SACP/NP allian- 
ce 

The racists  usually 
think that they are better 
than the Communists. 

They fool themselves 
because they wre not. 

want power 
to give their children the 

opportunity to under- 

stand the meaning of 
Communism so as to be 
able to muake their own 

judgment. : % 
| believe that, if ‘h?ll’ 

youth were not brain- 

washed to regard Com- 
munism as a bogey, they 
would not have opted for 
apartheid instead. ; 

I am not a Communist. 
But [ believe that people 

Why is the racist so 
verv fond of hypocriti- 
cally proclaiming that l?e 
is a Christian, when. in 
truth, he practises injus- 
tice, hatred, greed, self- 

ishness, etc? 
Lastly, it is myopic 10 

believe that power-hun- 
gry tribal leaders will 

Br'ing peace to this coun- 

try. 
They only want power 

at all costs. 

showld -$tart ‘to be: realig-ieds MOFUBEFSOAI\A 
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IN your editorial of April 
30. you hit the nail on the 
head about the motives of 
the ANC and the OAU in 
encouraging the visit of 
an  OAU “monitoring 
team™ to assess the viol- 
ence in the townships 
when you say, in effect. 
that such a visit would be 
the thin end of the wedge 
in legitimising external in- 
volvement in South Afri- 
ca’s domestic affuirs. 

It is nothing short of 
staggering that the For- 
eign Minister should react 
so blandly to the propo- 
sal.   
%rges on 

  

Allowing OAU here. 
Clearly, for the present 

government, the admit- 
tance of South Africa to 
the OAU is worth paying 
any price for. This. sure- 
ly. is taking the quest for 
international  popularity 
too far. 

It has been evident for 
some time that the De 
Klerk government is pre- 
pared to sell its soul, 
well as its voters. dm\n 
the river for international 
acceptability. 

But to allow an organi- 
sation which has stood 
four-square behind the 
ANC and the PAC (and 

The Citizen PO Box 7712 
Johannesburg 2000 
  

  

      

snsanfly 
not any other political 
party or group, Black or 
non- Bldck) for almost 30 
years into the country to 
arbitrate the political fut- 
ure of all South Africans 
at this sensitive time, is to 
Verge on insanity. 
Whom the gods would 

destroy, it is said, they 
first make mad. 

Fine, but there is no 
reason for the rest of us to 
continue to accept the 
leadership of those whom 
the gods would destroy. 
What price the ‘Yes' 

vote now? 

JASON FOXCROFT 
Sandton



  
  

  

Perspective as the ANC starts talking 
| /é//// | 

Keeping the panga up 

your sleeve il 
4fs110 

    
  

  

The ANC yesterday 
began talks-about- 
talks with the South 
African Government. 
The event is some- 
thing all those com- 
mitted to peace will 
welcome. 

~ But, there should be 
no illusions about the 
very difficult task that 
lies ahead. The Afri- 
can National Congress 
remains committed to 
"armed struggle". It is 
unwilling to negotiate 
without a panga up its 
sleeve, as it were. 

Politics by panga is 
what is happening on 
the ground in the 
black areas of our 
country. Let us not 
delude ourselves into 
believing that things 
will be any different at 
Groote Schuur - ex- 
cept that it will not be 
quite so easy to in- 
timidate in Cape 
Town. But the threat 
is there. 

UMKHONTO 

i cemh cidhd o f 
Umkhonto WeSizwe, 
Mr Joe Modise, said 
in Cape Town on the 
eve of the talks that 
his organization was 
continuing to recruit 
within the country. 
Readers of Ilanga will 
know that that is in- 
deed happening. Chil- 
dren are being spirited 
out the country with 
promises of education. 

But let us look at 
events in Cape Town 
from a broader per- 
spective. 

For more than eight 
months last year In- 
katha was engaged in 
talks with the South 
African Government 
in an effort to get the 
pEAce pProcess moving. 
[t tabled a document 
dealing with the ob- 
stacles impeding 
negotiations in South 
Africa. We believe 
that South Africans 
need to be reminded 
about the role Inkatha 
has played in making 
this week’s talks in 
Cape Town possible. 
The document is pub- 
lished elsewhere on 
this page. 

SLOVO 

The Communist 
Party’s Joe Slovo was 
moved to observe that 
it was a great experi- 
ence entering South 
Africa through the 
front door, after hav- 
ing left the country 
through the back door. 
He too would do well 
to read the document, 
particularly item 2. 

The amnesty which 
enabled him to enter 
through the front door 
of the house was 
called for by Inkatha. 
The movement, how- 
ever, is unlikely to 
receive his thanks. In- 
stead it will probably 
be rewarded by being 
subjected to more rev- 
olutionary violence by 
the ANC/SACP 
"shock troops." 

TALKS 

We should like to ob- 
serve, parenthetically, 
that Inkatha has been 
engaged in talks with 
the Nationalist Party 
for many years. It has 
been a major force in 
South African politics 
since 1975 and can, 

'G\/V\Kg\ 

ironically, also ‘v./‘laim 
credit for the purging 
of the ruling party of 
conservatives. 

A little of the back- 
ground might be inter- 
esting to readers. 
After months and 
months of talks an in- 
cident happened in 
Pretoriathat cnl- 
minated in the forma- 
tion of the Conserva- 
tive Party. 

The Nats had been 
cornered in debate 
with Inkatha. Suddenly 
Tom Langley lost his 
cool and accused In- 
katha of acting like 
King Dingane. It in- 
tended, he said, to lure 
them into a trap and 
then cry "Bulalani 
amathakati." Better, 
he said, that the talk- 
ing stopped and that 
the parties got on with 
the fight. 

OUTBURST 

His outburst led to an 
uproar - not least in 
the ranks of the Nat 
party members pres- 
ent. But, significantly, 
Langley and his soul 
bothers at that fateful 
meeting were soon to 
be expelled and went 
on to form the Con- 
servative Party. 

But what of the ANC? 
As recently as last year 
it was preaching revo- 
lution and denouncing 
all those involved in 
negotiations as "pup- 
pets." Now the very 
same ANC is debating 
the removal of ob- 
stacles impeding 
negotiations with the 
South African Govern- 
ment. 

Yet, while it debates, 
the killing continues. 
And the violence and 
killing is exactly in line 
with what the ANC 
and its surrogates have 
preached for years. 

‘Policeman are being 
killed almost daily - as 
the ANC said they 
should. Councillors 
are either being killed 
or hounded from of- 
fice - as the ANC said 
they should. Weapons 
are being stolen daily 
from the police - once 
murdered - and from 
others who own them - 
as the ANC said they 
should. 

MAYHEM 

Townships are being 
made ungovernable 
and general mayhem 
created everywhere. 
Who was it that said 
the country should be 
made ungovernable? 
It was the ANC, yet 
others, notably In- 
katha is accused of 
violence. 

Only weeks ago the 
UDF and ANC’s ¢n- 
fant terrible, the 
appropriately-named 
Terror Lekota, said in 
America that the ANC 
would "kill" Inkatha 
Preissidienty Iy 
Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi. Not physi- 
cally, you understand, 
but politically. 

To fully understand 
the implications of 
what'Mr Lokota is 

saying, it needs to be 
seen against direct 
calls by the ANC’s 
Chris Hani for the 
m urder Yol i 
Buthelezi and mem- 
bers of Inkatha’s Cen- 
tral Committee. He 
did so less than a year 
ago at a Press confer- 
ence in London. 

SNAKE 

And he repeated the 
callion the ANC'S 

Radio Freedom, when 
he said Dr Buthelezi 
was a "snake that must 
be hit on the head." 

the Sfamic. Eerror 

Lekota said on ‘an 
SABC news bulletin 

on April 26 that the 
Pleaders ofstha 
ANC/UDF camp 
made a clarior call to 
their members not to 
resort to violence, but 
one hears no com- 
parable statement 
from Inkatha’s side". 

To assert that Inkatha 
has not called for 
B i G el oL g 
demonstrable lie. But 
let us examine the 
background of the cur- 
tent talks to see where 
the truth lies. 

NO THREAT 

W-hen - -Inkatha 
engaged the Govern- 
ment in talks, it did so 
in line with its public 
commitment to peace 
and ncgotiation. It 
never threatened that 
if the obstacles were 
not removed, it would 
resort to violence. 

In fact it has gone to 
great lengths for more 
than a decade to stop 
violence in any form. 

What of the ANC. It 
and its internal allies 
have called for and 
worked towards 
making the country 
ungovernable. And it 

has repeatedly said 
that it will not forsake 

« the "armed struggle." 
In Natal KwaZulu 
Government offices 
are under attack al- 
most’everywhere and 
numerous KwaZulu 
rolicemen have been 
saurdered. Even the 
Provincial Administra- 
tion is unable to erect 
a water tower, because 
“the people" won’t al- 
low it. Many lives were 
lost in the process. 

While Inkatha’s Gen- 
eral conference 
declared 1989 a "peace 
action year", the ANC 
called for armed revo- 

Divide and 
History gives many ex- 
amples where the 
political left conspires 
with the right against 
the force occupying 
the middle ground. 

Let us look at the 
ANC’s decision to 
start its recruitment 
drive in Southern Na- 
tal against this back- 
ground. 

Whien-Diri N . G 
Buthelezi and his col- 
leagues agreed in the 
early 1970’s to serve in 
structures created by 
the Government, they . 
did so with the express 
purpose of blocking 
Government attempts 
to de-nationalize black 
South Africans by 
leading KwaZulu to 
"independence." 

The Nationalist Gov- 
ernment and its allies 
in BOSS and the 
Security Police tried 
every trick in the book 
to oust Dr Buthelezi 
from his position. 
Space does not permit 
a detailed analysis of 
these efforts, but two 
arc of particular inter- 
esi 

The first was the laun- 
ching of the Umkonto 
ka Shaka party. This 
initiative was to,be led 

from the south of Na- 
tal. 

But, more important- 
ly, it culminated in a 
plan to divide 
KwaZulu into two 
blocks, the one in the 
south and the other in 
the north, based on 
geographical divisions 
drawn up by British 
colonists in the last 
century. 

There was, in addition, 
strong play on a so- 
called "affinity with 
Xhosas!" with regard to 
the southern block. 
With a pliable 
Matanzima-led Xhosa 
state in the south, that 
must have been an ex- 
citing proposition to 
Verwoerd’s apartheid 
apostles in Pretoria. 

Interesting, thus, that 
the ANC should start 
in the same area. Are 
they too, perhaps, 
engaged in a divide 
and rule strategy? 
The ANC is Xhosa 
dominated and it 
seems to have the 
young military dictator 
in Umtata firmly un- 
der control, as did 
Pretoria with the 
Matanzimas. 

The second Pretoria 
trick carried out by 
BOSS and its agent, 

  Inkatha youth leaders at last year’s annual general 
N conference. 

lution. Néw, even be- 
fore it enfers talks, it 
has called for more 
"armed struggle." 

Inkatha’s President 
said in an address last 
year that the ANC had 
.failed in the armed 
struggle - and that he 
did not wish them to | 
fail in peace. 

B
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Given the ANC’s con- 
tinued war talk and 
commitment to 
‘armed struggle" even | 

} 
: 

as they enter the con- | 
ference room, the 
prospects of his wish 
coming true do not 
look good. 

rule’ 
‘the Department of In- 
formation, was the 
creation of the Inala 
Party. It was similar in 
concept to Umkhonto 
and sought to divide 
by getting pliable" 
chiefs to form a politi- 
cal party, which 
Pretoria planned to | 
help get its hands on 
the levers of power. 
The destination was 
"independence’, some- 
thing Dr Buthelezi had 
effectively blocked. 

Now, a man who 
played a key role in 
that little outfit was 
one Chief Hlabunzima 
Maphumulo. He is 
the president of the 
ANC-created Con- 
gress of Traditional 
Leaders of South Afri- 

~ca (CONTRALESA). 
He of the "indepen- 
dent" commission of 
enquiry that has laid 

all the plame for 
violence jp Natal at 
the door of Inkatha. 

CONTRALESA has 
€ same aim as 

Pretoria had - to get 
the "traditional" letid- 
€IS in itg grasp so that 
they can %e gloulded 
Into a top] against - 
Yes you guegsed it - the 
Same Dr Buthelez! 

and Inkathy that had 
een targeted by 

Pret()ria'


