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in INo. "1 15 of this journal we published an article by Dial ego anal ysi ng
Trotskyilmand the role it’ plays in the struggl e agai nst apartheid: Since then
we have received a nunbcrofcontributions fromreaders exam ning, at sane
considerable length the rolc’of |’ rotsky before, during and after the Russian
Revol ution. and eval uating his strengthsand weaknesses in rclationto those

of Stalin and other Bol shevi k | eaders. ; '

We are grateful to conrades who M/e taken the trouble to respond tol

Di al cgo’ s pi ece since we wel come controversy and comment. Reluctantly
however we have deci ded not to publish the contributions we hmreceived

and a word oi’cxplanation is necessary as to why we have taken this decision
5



The Cndock Letter anti Affican C opununism.’ t"

in his hnom Wchletter in |934. Moses Kotatie, general secretary of our
party until hi; death (n 978x made an el oquent ecaSe for erigenisingl the
theoretical andpngwt wogxut south African comruni stsm ¢ CPSAgam
wasshai ) mBi Kodi ed . ed, | payspecial attntiontoStNriCa, studylthe

con iuonsin . .00 d 'ncretise dwndl s e ili i '3:

[ mhnt handl i wufi eqi dww 31! i i, .1 :9me u? .38,qu cs

t While heacltnow giged thht the party nmust not '1Gse its internatione
nmeg, he enphn’aed that it should be a party Wirking in maintc’ mu

and lot the totltng people in S Africa Muma party of Eunpeans who are
nerdyi ntefued in European aliaiu . 'Too nmany party "1.501%

mvt wwzndmmi @t ht mbm nai

German utnuon’ an the comintem Stalin and Ithe errors of various
conmuni st parties’. (Saudi Afn’can Communi st: Speak, pp. 120-122).

O coune the character of our party has changed dramatically since

Kone': letter. But if we have succeeded in translon ning ourselves into an
aut hentically South Wan Communi st Party, this is precisely because
Kotane's plea for an "Alricanited party has been taken seriously and
constitutes one of the central strands of our political heritage. W take the
vi ew that gmaidisquiuitiomon Stalin and Trotsky andlthe errors ofvan’ ous
conmuni st parties’ would not serve our readers well. There are other
journals in which it would be far nore appropriate to pursue these kinds of
debates. t . .. - .u a

Ui, i f ot o r Lo, T4

Il ho'i 1...... DAI : .J" .r.".L
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V, 3n

oh: I - ..1i M-. I, .7 11 "1

Tromuiwl hmm i Mvh :lenf 31.."
Dialego’'s intention in |Wat is Tntsltyisn? was to anal yse a general
political nmend in relationship to the particular circunmstances of the South
Afn’ can revolution. Readers may well feel that in doing so he was either too
harsh ot’too | enient about Trotsky’'t |ife and ideas; one contributor, for
nph, takes the view that Dial ego ahould not sinply have micrred to
Trotsky's death, but to the Itngnner pl his death’ .and who bore the
npom btlt' tyfotit. -. e . t .t |

Bu: what it Mwmting about all the rcspnnsca we have received is their
preoccupation with Tmllty and Trotskyiamin general termnms. andutheir
Wnto engage the quevion O Tmtyiun in Saudi 41m- the rea
concern of Dialego't snide. Only in one at the contribution: is then: any
Enema: mmiIn the South Attica: Cpntxt and we are happy to quote thin in
. t,
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L
. In South Africa we have had our lair share of ultrn-leltiiim In the urlier year: this
,-, pinnil’eawd itself in arbitrary calls (or boycotts. fl’he Unity Myvenent ntti M1
Mlcflll Convention to it degree |91l owd sone 9 "lIltotskylit theorieii’ Hy ligating litt
l e

de’'i ngwith the maps liberatoty nmovenent. Ih t e past these elenments attacked the

| AN Edd Cbtnmuni st Party’ as ttlo broad and not sulliciently lIpurel’fln the 1960:

many ol these el ements resisted the governnment and want tojttil! People like Neville

ht tMvhdorleunt a great deal |ronmouneonnmides injnil. Al though ethical, they are

notcncmien oi the nonent and have a greater respect to; the people and waded

i . the lihg-atury. novenent. Nevgnthclcsu tuttmlcfti smmmus intfwawkmu’ |nd

Azapo circles. No doubt sone continue to synmpathise with Tntsky’' u theories on

, the stat ill the revolutipn 3W the narrowness or htoitdlncgs that the gtrugglc need
adopt. hey continue to deny the Nntiohal Denocratic character of our tevolution

and direct their ellorts for a proletarian struggle for locialismonlytnow They have

" i Ilttlcls’cnse of ppllllltlitliland historic replities. They are tcxt-booki dhl and have

little

,idetld the completllly *of the transitioqglrom National Liberation to Shcialism W

"shoxll ' howetler not dismss themQut’ all hand and’ Ireject themIn Manly

"htotttkylut’s’ . Patienceiln unalysing-their errors will nchievd nuch. n

This would seemto be Dialegols conclusion As wellnlw. need to drawl into

our mlu all who cunantrlbuto positively to the struggle againtt apartheid’

(AC 115 p.77).t w'riiii m .24"'- "1 1 4., Hmi t

it 11

Trot sky, Trotskyismand d asnont A

M uch was nmade in one contribution of the renewed concerh in’'thp USSR at

the nmoment with the crinmes of the Stali era. As read’er’s’Iwilli rlbw, t’'mtf



journal has warmy wel comed pnxtroi’ka and gla' sntitt land the new Istell-
confi dence these policies embody. W are atlso cbnsciotts ofthe’ considerable
wor k ol ' reapprai sal and redi scovety whi ch i sgnow bei ng undertaken by Sovie
historians as a rcitult of the new’'climate olotiinion which exists in the USSR
Doubtl eas the role of "I'rotslty will leatunprominontly in this work’and it

may’ wel | be that some of our tnditional criticisnms offprotsky will needcto be
retl md and reassessed- as a relult.ButMe can only reiterate: undertaking a
general reapprlihl ol’ Tntsh/ and Trotsltyilmis not thoaaslt of our journal

Wet hhve the special .retponslbilityal br devel opi ng Mari nt-Lenini sb thought

in an African and South African context and thistle thetcontcxtttin which

Di al ego sought to judge 'I'ntskyls political ideas. W can only encourage
those conrades critical of the article to do |ikewise. ru ' "

til rdwd i :tt .m4 mm |

nigmy’ %. 'w ' o’ wa’' .

QI r HI'L . "-1 il-I1l mrl” ilI"N"M. V -

On the 4th enthhth ol” Munch. 1.989. a ve 700 del egates, nepretenting nore
then NNlme uniomIndimthan one mllion worken. help In hiltodc
7



worken’ sumit. The trade unions conprind all of COSAITU Il aililiales,
el even inmportant unions from NACTU end 17 non-ailiiiated trade unions.

The very act ofcpmi ng together, underconditions of a State of Emergsericy,
Mm much. bansancmminlllnidation of wprltem 3nd tr’ ade

WY EM Cvhenl .. | f L
[1'l. hu opening address -to the sunmit. Elijah Meyi. pmideiilx o
00mmin making 111 inpaquned plea for working clnu unin, Il |aid:

| "Qur diligence: are nothing epnpued lo our conmmitment to the principle ql
working clue WM" |, : - @ |

This wn ai go enphasi sed By Phat: speaking on behalf oi" the' independent

| nopi. 9Hcmd UH 11T . | HII

"Dip sunmit is indeed a challenge to all of us. Il Il Il time Illlal has arrived Il our
[ive! when we rmutt hmor lubml. And we cannot lubnmit We nust fghi

The sunmit, in the word; of Moulelu Rakwena a | eader of NAC | U
represented” one of the mpbst significant denonstrations of worker unin in
out hi nwt y’ UThe del egates adopted a-progranme |11 acllonlWieh could

neal in - nationalnriko I|Igni mhcthbounnRel ati omAnmendnemAm

(LRA). In negotiations with the enployers, workers are called uponito
demand:

i AU L MU H v T

.mgghw alike unm1 | Izl 11, , 0100 1 1 . ™.

OTheNnht to picket x . NJ -. , . h "l U((M

The right to engage In sytngatiw strike; | J 1-,... . : " h’' hm H
Recognitign of majority unlons ,I N. 4 ' °

0 No disnissals without nper heai’ilng s ' i 1

O Apglicatigin oi the. pfinciplehi first to be hired last 50 he fired.
[ neddi lion I he summ t mqt me-ded that worker: sock lo avoid using the
Wcourt nd Irvin existing mmmm nh enpl oyemlIn ordu: 111

ci rcumvul the oiuuive Wit the mam pnohhe canpai gn mnt

IthRA. workers": celled upan to dl’aw up their own UM in which nade
unl on dghu woul d be extendedin wallow In the domestic. |sncultum.

Wwbrmuymm . i . .. .ui. I'u. m
e, i o AT v i clim T m
UnityillheKey m .1 .1 m

The nore strongly the working class novenent devel ops, |he nore

desperate mthe auenpu ofthe ttate and enployers to suppress it or destroy
it. As the mml mmuu’ on between dntngoni atic funmes deepem | he trade

uni om becone even nmane significant. It It therefore regrettabie thllt- done
I ndex! of NACFU had decided, at the last nmoment, to withdmw froth the

umm t. Exploration: and .discuuionlof dicnoetaminportant and

(1 I I O « PO BN I I
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necency. |l bul unityqt the grulll-roota, on. the factouy Ilaor And 11l |eadership
| evel s can and nust enmenmhm unilyi nJui nhactiunh’lihiawas C early
denonstrated duning the mghty three day strike in June, 1988.

Joint action to defend and cxicnd the worki ng paupi e’ s ecpnom ¢ and

political nighta Iseq uimmimIlll. spilt of .theomicai. thical nmd persona
diiienellqu..Allelllplullu Illvyul’l allddiil’ upl Iheuuin and willlll’Ille Illlljorin
ol * . wm kmhuve N be dcleawnl’ hum Il in human wit than an lowa lighting |'m

libelatim. including UnMN 1 U aid indcpeudnu trade uni anu m ssing

(tomthe sutmm bi: an. Illlculllllulll oi the struggle aguintaparthoid. Qut

wat ui i wwunhuul dnbu unity in deed: and nut in nen: winds. | | |
JAJTinlulClle. wurkemxwi thina particullw industry is also precious and
important. In this respect theagrcquwnl pl’lJle Amal gamated Cl othing md
"I"cutilc. Wil "k&W .U TT1 Q1 (Auwusa).md the Ull’Illelll nd. Allled Winkm '
Unign (GWJ)) lTuwnuniniiiighly siguiiiuam The conbination of Um’s

| 12,000 nmenbers and Actwusa’s 73,00011lemhemwi ||l nmake it the accond

blunt trade mum unm the National Union of Mnewunkers IN UV.

, Tlihe I'l'll1"MLN LIJMyual ene-1c¢c highlighted Iht: need to step up resittanoe |lo
| weprcusionM leyitaliae. and extend ,I1lle- Living Wage (Il anpaign and to
reconvene the w zapnhci deoni e'mce banned | ast year. T but conkrencc

al so pl edged support and solidarity M SWARQ II11d the National. Uninui uf
Nam bi an Workers, agreed to sum di scussing the ANUS constil udona

gui del ines, and (o.canpaign |I'qr the unconditionalielense of all politica
pui spnel -a and the unbanni ng of the ANC

il Ixum.. . .| ,xi @ 1l. .,2NI. |1
VWnen Wor ker s
Worren wor kel 5 now constitute aboill 33 pmcent oi the econom cally active

bl ack popul ation: they are primarily enployed 1In | he processing and service
sector, In domesiinmew ce. scm-skilled ur. unlkilch occupations in industry
and as unskilladlwkers in agriculture. African wonmen. are the worst paid



workcrs withilittle an no job securityor protection fnmlaboun | egislation

For onnghird oi the |abour force to play its full and active pan in the snuggl e,
the-tm e unions and the rest of |heimass denpcrati cnroventm haze to

prioritise theorganising and mabilimon of wonen workers. Ml e workers

have to. he.reducat.eti.nd their consciousness raised, so that ,snace and
opwmities are created to enabl e wonen workers 1o devel op experience of

Ni ponlibilitieu and assune positions of |eadership at all levell Il the mass
denocratic muvenem . | | ' .|
[1l here Ill olso an urgent need to conmbat the gross racist wage differentiain

In 1986, average Aiiican nonthly wages anounted to 27 8 per cenLof wages
9



pai d tom Cabana! wonmen wagerwae 35 Uperneent and | ndi an

what’ use: 52neent of . t hat pudwwhhu: .. . .1.. |- |

A MN G- e e

TheSuuggl eCom nueel -11 " "I . WI. -u-I

The ducu-l1om debates and reconmendations of the worlllel-s’ sunmit are
bound to eml | pnfound I nnume on devel opnente- tn api eheld South

Aki ta. Thooc unpl oyen-thail edtl m exphit the MRA to homenade uni ons

and fun workers WM dusted but fdr’ll sustained boycott cantpaign

nati onuyend | ntenm oneuy. Tfhe naleim-t enployers nust feel the wath

not only of the man denocratic novenent but of the entire conmunity. If- n
' The apanheid stale Itend-I nmonopoly capital will? lcontlnuei to -utlhse

unenpl oynent and retrenchment -In the mines, textile, |lbod and other

I ndustries to what the negotiating and bargai ni ng positions of the'trede
unl on movenent. Divlilllomw thln the | abour novenent are bound to be
euggented and explolted by the enemy. ,. I | . u h" |

Dunnlited. the worker: are weak and powerleu. Ullted they are a powernnd

a tone (or change. U nlvy tn antioh’ hu far greater potende And |Inpact Il we

have one trade union In one jndustty and one trade union- |ederation In one
oountry.- Trade union unity can be optimally elleoted by a- united organisation
whose deci sions are conscientiously | Mlenmehted and eauiei out by Its
m.l 1.Vl ol HA -1, . w

The summt denmonuated dtatthe truth: union noverment In- our country I!
growing In scope and strength and’ rapidly maturing. It also tentedr Ito
enphasi se that the black working class can never be subdued or del eat ed.
St e
V4 A |I-H
WV |
W.
Undenenenely dl Hi eult conditions olnmegah’ty and n latu'ltrelgn ofterror the
SACP hes Iteadlly bulltup Ito undetgl nund Itruaures and polltlal I|nlluence.
Simt he Party wel banned In 1950, Communi sts have been heundedsmmst ed,
ternmed end IttlledtlNeverthel eu, the Ideal MvantlInmienlnllmcontinue to
mut - edhet enu and prove thelr viebllllyllnlactlon I'or 1QdIlI1’ Chaned Qur
wor ki ng peopl e are becom ng nore and nore convinced that loelalismlll the
enl yehenetive to the degradation, opprequn and exploitatibn ol’'mpt’'talltm]l
The m popuhn’tya ol the SACP end the |deas of sociahzntwithin the
belly of the apartheid beast tendered the atnosphere of thel 7th Qongness even
not e poi gnant. Congres- wes convened under the slogan, "Fore Denpcratic
Vi cl ol yandhdvanoet eSoeuhmin ulWI . .| . |
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Del egatett to Congress were elected by their units and regi ona
conmittees. | here were leading activists lromthe ANC. SAC | U and mm

people | army, Urkhonto We SlIzwc. Veterans and younger nenberq were

united by the common bond at Party menbershlp and the sachet: pf

Mar xi sm Lcnlnlsm W were an equal s. young and ukh wunennnd menr

| eaders and actlviBts. : | |

The openi ng address by the chairnman, comm e Dan. Tl oene, was

received with warmh and enthusiasm| he report of the Central Conmittee,
delivered by the GenerahSecretary conrade joe Slovo, was a sober and

honest assessnent of the strengths and weaknesses of Party organi sation and
structures. Avolding the use 91 rhetoric or pious declarations, It outlined the
gai ns made by the Party since the | ast Congresah as well as the weakneases and

shortcom ngs that still have to be overcone. The dlscuaslons on the |eport
reheated the nultl-1'aceted nature of actlvltles undenken by nmenbers at
well I1: the wealth of revolutionaty experlence thus htr accumul ated. I,

Inner Party work and rel ations are gulded by the Leninist norns of

deOCClallC celltlallsm Om the past three decades the | oadenmhi p has

sought to devel op a proper bal ance between centralismand denocracy. It

has endeavowed | o ensute that all nenbers, through their base units. we

gi ven wi de opportunities to panicipate in decision nmaklng and pplicy-

maki ng. Wher ever posnble, responsible posts are Illled by election batted on
secret ballots I hls correct approach was endorsed by the del egates

However, the Incoming Central Commttee and Political Bureauwcrc called

upon to Inplove the lines ol communlcetign between the higher and | ower

Party organs. Congress realllrmed that at Illls juncture of our struggle. the
SACP should remain a worklng class party conposed primarlly of

prol essi onal revol utional |es

[ In. I IIIIITH

M I

PARTY PBOQRAMVE

.| he previouu progt ame of the SACP, The Road to South African Freedom was



adopted at the hub Ilatlonlll conterence In 1962.1 hat progt unme has, played
a ver Inportant lule Ill characterising the nature of South African society
and Il helping to build the Patty. But since Its adoption the (ace ol South
Africa, southern Alrlca, the Alrlctmcontinent and | ndeed the world has
changed In many | nportant respects. It has therefore begone neeessaty to
adopt a new programre which reneets ah the new devel opnents as well as
"Indlcat’Ing the uPath to Power". | |
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The debate: and discussions relating to thedraft ptogramre, though held
in teem mete extensive |land eubetlintial. Prior to Congneu the draft
prognnme had been circulated to all region: and - units. Nunmeroun
cn'ticiem, luggati omend anmendnents were submtted to the PB. There in
no doubuhl | thie input hel ped considerably to change the scope, form and
content of the draft programme. Thus the revised docunment before Congreu
wet | distinu inmprovenent on the on'ginal. But it was not yet utinfactny;
Sent ence by nentenoe; paragraph by’ paragraph del egates scrutinized the
draft progranme. Diecuuions, debates and controversies ensued over’ our
undennam ng and perception of the nature and character of apartheid
South Atria end of the way forward. Yet, throughout these intensive, highly
theonetical, and eminently practical political discussions, (there was no
personal acrinony and no word said in anger) one could al nost feel the steel-
I[1lte determ nation of the del egates to adopt a programe which woul d
attract thenrking people of our country and chart the way ahead. The
depth of political and theoretical maturity denonstrated by del egates who
had been recruited into the SACP since 1976 was a testinony to the political-
cal i bne of the revolutionary alliance headed by the ANC. The di chssions
saved to enphasise that none of the delegates were armchair |heoreticians, -
but that all of them wene’ heedom|ighten deeply involved in the work of the
nvol uti onuy alliance.

The new progranmme represents the collective witdom of practising

revol utionaries. It is a programe - drawn up and adopted by the Barty as a
whol e dwhi ch can becone a material force in organising and nobilising our
wor ki ng class for the final revolutionary onslaught on the apartheid regine
and for national denocracy and socialism

[ nternationalism

Congress neal fu' ned the intenationalist position of the SACP. Solidarity was
expteued with all the people. parties and novenents fighting agai nst

i mperialist and neo-col onial dom nation and aggression: |In particular

Congnmu condemmed the raci st aggression against the Ilomline states, and
expreued profound suppon and solidarity with the people ol our region and

SW APO. - h" .

Del egat es’ expressedl their appreciation for the unstinting and principled
suppon and solidarity of the Socialist countries. The SACP shall continue to
fight against the ideology and political practlce of anti-Sovietism Specia
tribute was paid to the peace policies and initiatives of the Soviet Union and
to the Cuban inmenmationalist forces who paid such a high price to ensure the

defeat ol’thc racist mlitary machine in Angola as well as hel ping to pave the
way for Nam bi an i ndependence. Messages of support and solidarity wtm
received lromthe world communi nt novenent.

1 he | easiomol Congress were enlivened by the singing of revol hti onaw
songs. One particular song that Is ny popul ar anongst our pegple and sung
in many neeting. was sung bcautilully and enthusiastically many tines
over. 'l he wards ol the song are: . . , |1 I | |

SASI SHI LONOO 6i a’ U TAMBO UTABUTAT , . |

KOKHALA MAXOKI KU TAMBO UTABUTA" . | .’

U BOTI | A MAKEHLE |’ U TAMBO UTABUTA "

U TAMBO UTABUTA "U TAMBO UTABUTA"

SASI| SHI LEMGUJVGUNDLOVU TU TAMBO UTABUYA'

I | eTONGEZI A/ TO "U TAMBO UTABUTA " "

| AKA NGE AKA "U TAMBO UTABUTA ’ °

U BOTHA MAKEI | LE uU TAMBO UTABUTA"

TU TAVBO UYABUTA ' TU TAMBO UTABUTAT

The English translation is:

W said In 7961 Tanbo I: nlum ng

TIMItuugu null regret Il Tumbo Il Mimy

Bot/mnutt np dowel Tambo Il returning

Tanbo I'l" munmmg Tanbo Il uturnng . |. , ,

1. . 1. a.

W stud In Hahrmanl zburg Tambo Il returning

Tooth by tooth Tanbo u returning

AK by AK. Tanbo Is nuntng . ,

Bat ha nust step down Tanbo It ulumy . , |

Tanbo |: mummy Tanmbo |1 returning

The value ol "this Congress did not stop at its formal achievenents. Cutside
the formal Congress sessions, delegates had a man’ellous time chatting with
old friends, making new ones, playing indoor games, singing and conti nuing
to debate! and discuss issues confronting our revolutionary alliance. By
exchangi ng experiences each del egate | earntwrel hi ngfl rom another. W



truly felt like one happy famly unitedl (In our firmconmmtnment and
determ nation to help liberate our nmotherland fromthe evils of apanheid

and to create the conditions |’or the building of a socialist society.
" 13
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Elkad * . MP . " "3 rl .i V.,

313m unani nouely reel ected Joe Slovo, General: Secretaiy, and Dan

Thoma, Ghdnnnn, oithe SACP. A new central comittee was aiso el ected

by wet ballot. After the election songs were sung in praise oer blevo, Dan
Theme and 0.11. Tanbo. Pmident of the ANC. After: the. Generaie

Secretuy had cl aw t he Congress the hall erupted with the song: n ;.

USi ovo no Tambo Makomando - . i

$10th and Tanbo ne our conmandeemi | , |- i e

Del egate: filed out of the hall singing this song. Ono: buttide, led by the
yout h, del egates danced the Toyi! Toyi! This is a narehing dance that Is a
regul ar featune af mass denonstrations in South Africa. Young and 91d

conr adesj oi ned in singing and dancing with joy, full ofanotion to be part 9f
such an organisation. . t. . . . . ,d OR

A highlight of the Congress was the insplnng nessage from conm c; .
Tanbo whi ch enphasised the tmty of interests which isthe keystohe. ogthe

two pillars of our revolution. Del egates expressed their appreeiatien by

ent husi asti ¢ and sustai ned appl ause and by singing the songnl jenbp

intzlzz truly historic and remarkabl e occasion. For the delegates-it was an
unforgettabl e event. Participamwere lifted and strengthened to newcomm t
thenselves to work even harder. Congress tiecisions and the-new pngrani ne

i npose additional teaponsibilitiee; on all South African comunists.

"Id and strengthen the

Congress called upon all party nmenbers to help buUl

ANC;, help build and strengthen SACTU; hel p build and-strengthen

Urkhonto we Sizwe; help build and strengthen the undergrotmnmd. Co’ ngress
insisted that at all tines party nenbers nust denonstrate in practice the

hi ghest form of comunilt nmoralityi-nd discipline. t w

- - . .vnnlu -

OSCAR NPETHA A SYMBOL OF RESI STANCE ; .. ,-

A regi net hat peniusin inprisoning an chearold per son, whooe onl yei - une

ishis I ove (or Wald denocraayt daavu the contenptand hostility of

the wodd. OsanMpdhm ham on Augustli, nm is anm | eader of the

" iibontionand tndem ommovrent. .. r mu, ii ,. , ,

rrifrihe | Whe waamvi ct ewhmmunend sent encedtnl i ue years

i mpiisonne-tt. Wh' luton bi! he was el ectedtPcui dont nf’tbC Unnd

I 4

Denocratic Front and the Rel ease Mandel a Committee. Both organisations

are now banned. After his appeal had failed he began his sentence from
August, 1985. Despite his suffering fromdi abetes and losing a | eg through
gangrene, the apartheid regine refused to free himunconditionally.

Since 1925 Oscar Mel ha has been involved in the work of the progressive
trade union novenent. |In Decenber 1949 he was el ected CGeneral Secretary

of the African Food and Canni ng Workers’ Union (AFCWJ) in recognition

of his tireless work to build the union and to defend its menbers fromthe
bosses and the ntqtex’. r- vew .4 3n; 3, ww . t "I .

In this capacity "15 wiellmin hit wotlt |brSAH U OSchUynmhti s$ and

energy were legeiitiprygont’omtmtly hewus deeply involved in the nationa

i beration novenment M memi ber ol’theANE time 1951, th President of

the ANCin the Cat eat the tine the qgtganisntipnus bann tin p960 ' 9

Over tho-pasuh’ e’iedadel he has been banned, kitlictej, nested arid
continuously harassed. But his indomtable spirit was and can never be
subdued.

At the age of 69 he was appointed national organiser of the Food and

Canning . Wirkerti Union which had begun to regroup. Once nore he

hel ped to build up its structures and extend its iniluence. He was at that tine
actively involved in sone of the major strikes such asthe Fania and Morris
strike in Bellvilie, Cape Town Hi s trade 'uni onaworkonly stopped when he

was arrested in 1980, at theage OW1l:. Throughout his trial and inpriscnntnt
Oscar has remained faithful to the ideals for which he is prepared to die.

By its act of terror and vindictiveness the apartheid regi ne thought it could
conpel the people’s warrior to lay down his spent; Wen this failedthey tried
.anmhar ploy. In Juiy, 1988, theyoi Tcred to-rel ease himfhevretiounced the
unned :truggiedie-rejectqd with contenpt this conditional offer.

A . Gscaut ©Maf akafaka Mpetha. one of the ol dest political prisonean the

wodd, is-paying a. high price for refusing to succunb to the bl andi shnent a,

vi ol ence undarunbs altenmuttely offered by Pretorimu . ..

On 5 August he celebrates his 80th birthday. W call on all our allies and
friends to nmunk this occasion and to use it to demand the unconditiona

rel cnnnf Oscar Metha. Nel son Mandela and all other political prisoners

and detainees. .nt
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The French Revoluu' nt of 1789 belongs to a series 1 hf- civil wars, and
nmol uti ons that’ swept asidethe decaying’ | unbcr. ol e dyieglfeudal system

and putril its place the "l aw andnderf oi the risingbourgeonsiel, thepresent
dnycapitaliu claps. | slwi .. ,_in) - i'IL)" 1

1), PP Win. i: . | 1:1.1001 5: 1.. at, M

The English Cvil Wam darw . . m r

The Iint ol’ the seniee in under of tine is the English CvilLWar-ot the 11-7th
century. it conbined a danistngglc with a religious revolttgainstphnrles

the First. an Angh-Cetholic. and his royelist followers. Three oent’ unes |ater,
echol uni mtinudt o di sagnme about the war’s causes, ainms am - outcone. 2
Christopher HIl, an historical materialist, callsita Kbourgeois: wevol utionl
for the seizure of political power. The tu’ ddl ecl asuejeoted the goverment of
Charles. and had him executed; because it’'upheld an obsol etetl eudal socia
urder. Thc nt-ol uti omm nwessaryetage in the passing fromfeudalismto a

nodem capitalist econony. mr .51 °’

This view of an outworn social systemthat stands in the way of a better lile
runs through all the case histories that nake up the series. it is also the
zitcepted thinking anong South African revol utionaries. who say thatraci st
;ipunhcid is an outdated hangover fromthe colonial past. and that their am

is ID destroy the country's "colonialismof a special type"

b

Amrerica '5 War of I|ndependence, 1774-83.

This has a place in the series because it was the first successful war in nodem
time: against a systemof external colonial rule, and serves as a kind of nodel
for South Africals own war of |iberation. The econonic factor in the

American conllict grew fromcomercial rivalries between nerchants in

Engl and and the American col onies, both nmenbers ol’the sane social class.

The war was therefore less of u reilolution than a struggle. which led to |
demand for independence, over property rights, including African sl aves

owned, bred, enployed and sold by the col onists.

Their Declaration of Rights, put forward in 1765, raised the nodest cry of

uNo Taxation Wthout Representation". Eleven years later the Declaration

of | ndependence of 4July 1776 -- observed as the USAl s national day -
justilied the decision to take up arns, in rmuch the sane way as South Airican
revol utionaries decided in June 1961 to start an arned revolt against the
raci st regime which, in the words of Nel son Mandel a speaking fromthe dock

in the Rivonia treason trial in 1964, had on purpose brought about "the

at nosphere for civil war and revol ution".

America’ s war of independence |lasted for only four years. The colonia

mlitia was at first no match |’ or England’ s trained regul auund German
nercenaries, but the tide turned in 11778 when the French: nonarchy

recogni sed the USAl s i ndependence and entered into an alliance with the

new nation. Francels navy and army gave valuable material aid and a

renewal olicourage. The main conllict, which had shifted to the slavnowning
South, ended with the surrender of the British army at Yorktown. Virginia,

on 10 Cctober 1778. Peace was fornally decl ared, however, only in

Sept enber 1783, when Bn'tain signed, in Paris, the treaty that recogni sed the
USA’' s i ndependence.

TheAnmmtan G vil War, 7867-65.

The war began on 12 April, 1861 with the bonbardment of Fort Sunter

Charl eston, by the slave-owning Southern secessionists. uThe North |indt
itself on the defensivel’, wote Marx and Engels in Cctober 1861, 1lin a war
that emanated fromthe South". Its aimwas to win recognition ol’slavery has
an institution good in itself, and as the foundation of the whole State edilice’
not only in the South, but also in new Territories, as in Texas, or through the
spread of slavery into the |Ifree labour" territories of the USA

The cultivation of cotton, tobacco, sugar and other plantation crops by

sl aves depended on easy access to wide areas of fertile soil whote cultivation
needed only sinple |labour. In South Carolina, where slaves forned four
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tenths of the popul ation, the growi ng of cotton had conme to a standstil

beauee the soil had lost its fenility. The state therefore bled slaves for export

to the deeper South. For thil reason. and to keep up its bal ance of power in

the W the South required a continual formation of new sl ave states.

1"The ptuent tttuggle between the South and North is, therefore. nothing

bun mul e buween two tocial Iyttent. between the tyntem of slavery and

the systemof I me | nbour. The struggle has broken out because the two

systenms hm no | onger live peacefully tide by side on the North Anerican

continent. It can only be ended by the victory of one systemor the other’W

Two queliomar’ne: how could two such antagonistic systens Tlive

paedul |y side by side" on the sanme territory?;, and why did they frmaily pul

apart in the nost bitter, bloody, coetly and rui nous war of the century?

They wai st ed because of economi c benefits obtained fromtrade. The

ale of plantation enpe, notably cotton, sugar and tobacco, to the "free

| abouf market: of the Northeastern states gave a big boost to their

manuhcturing industries, while at the sane tine favouring the spread of

famly farms in the Wst.

Up to about 1830, cotton was the nost inportant pnduct for the growh of

manuf ncnring in the USA. By 1849, however, 64% of the crop went abroad,
mainly to Gen Britain. At the time 01’ the civil war, she drew fromthe

Southern lute: four-Efths olall hercottnn inports’. The cotton nonopoly of

the slave states on the British market went hand in hand with Britain’

nonopol y of cotton manufacturing on the world nmarket.

The Civil War endengened "thit great pillar of Engiilh industry", wote

Men in Novenber 1861. The Union inpoud a bl ockade on the export of

cotton; the Confederng responded with it counter-bl ockade. to tone

Engl and to fetch and carry her cotton fromthe Southern harbours. Sanctions

busting, the Confederacy thought, would drag Britain into the war on the

tide of the slave :tatee’

Do | et janunry 1863 presidnt Abraham Lincol n proclai ned the

ananci pation ol the slaves in all the states in rebellion"). Fromthen on the

North bepn lighting in nevolutionary ways, as for instance by recruiting

Afro-Amerimu w di en and | abourers. About 186, 000 bl acks served in

the northern anniet dotting the nale and | ost some 68,000 killed in battle

ordied on active aetvioe without previous nmilitary experience. Sone fighters

rose fromranks to becone cunmitsioned officers, even reaching the rank of

Lt Col onel ".

The war took e new turn in favour of the union, and ended with the

wneuder on 9 April 1865 of Robert Lee, the greatest of the Confederate
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generals. Lincoln was shot through the brain on the night of 14 Aptii and

died on the moming ol’the 15th. Hi s place was taken by Andrew ohneon, the

vi ce-president, a forner poor whiteilike Abraham Lincoln. Marx wote to

Engels on | st May 1865 that the South had conmitted a great piece offoliy by

plotting the assassination. it nade people realise that gmat danger: still lay in

the IleCln of slavery - which in fact continued for my generation: in a

conceal ed form The 14th anmendnent, adopted in 1868. to the USA

constitution of 1787, came out of the Civil War. The anendrment prohibited

sl avety and guaranteed freedom of speech and religion. Afro-Anericans

however, are still struggling to make the prom se of freedom equal rightsand

denocracy an irreversible reality. a

The Great French Revol ution of 1789

F rance had scored several points over her hated English rivals by hel ping the

Ameri can rebel colonies with ships, arns and soldiers in their war of

i ndependence. Prestige was not enough, however, to cure Louil XVI'Il court

at Versailles of corruption, vice and m snmanagenment. The regi me was

bankrupt, unable to pay its soldiers and creditors, unite the many conpeting

factions in the social system or satisfy the demand: of peasant farners who

nmade up 90% of the population'z. ’

The nobility were parasites, hangers-on at the royal court, who held high

office in the army and church, and lived by squeezing a surplus out of

peasants. The sale of oilicet gave the king tonme independence from both the

aristocracy and parlianent. thereby contn’buting to the nmaintenance of the

ruyitl abw utitmwhich bl ocked the way to reform and hel ped to bring

about the downfall of the old regine.

The reginme admitted in August 1788 to being in big financial diiEcultiet. It

| ooked to the rich bourgeoisie - the bankers. nerchants and | andl ords - for

funds to mend its iinancial fences; and sunmoned parlianent, known as the

Est at cs- General (which had not net since 1614!) to vote the nobney. needed to

stave off national bankruptcy.

The Estates-General was divided into three parts: one for the nobility, one



for the church. and a third (the tiers ') for the comonen- the poor. the
peasants. | abourers, artisans, iandlords, |awers. merchant! and bankers.

VWen they met on 5 May 1789, the Third Estate demanded theta" three

lhouses" should neet together in a tingle assenbly. The ki ng opposed the

joint neeting, but could not stop the tide that ilowed in favour of the utiers
etat". actually of the bourgeoisie, who wanted to destroy feudal |am and

practices that held back the growh of trade and industry.
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On 17 June the conmmoner: proclaimed the transform ng of the Estates-

Genutl into |I National Auenbly; on the 20th they banded thensel ves

togetha’ by en oath to make a new constitution; on the 27th the king hinself
ordered the loyal clergy and nobles to take their place in the assenbl , which
on 9thde declared itaetl’to be a Constituent Assenbly, pledged to anmer

out a new constitution: . - .

"lhe loyalist: in Versailles plotted a coup, surmunded the capital with
French and foreign troops and refused to obey the constituentis demand for
their withdrawal. The citizens of Paris took to the streets on 13 July, built
bani cadee, |eined nusket: and organised a civic mlitia. It was transforned
into a national guard after the taking of the Bittitillel3 on 14thjuly. Since then
this day is regarded as the begi nning of the revolution and cel ebrated yearly
as the republic’t national day.

Many provincial towns followed Parish exanple, formed new

muni ci palities, and turned their mlitia into units of the National Guard.
Peannu’ refused their feudal dues or nose in revolt, thnew thensel ves on the
enticed their (aide! lath: hand destroyed the deed: which |laid down feuda
right: in the purifying flame: ofim."

111i: show of force shocked uittomic deputies into nmaking refornms. On

4 August the assenbly adopted a number of decree: that put an end to the

| egal structure 01 the old regine. They introduced equality before the | aw,
nbaf nhed personal feudal duel, opened the public services to all citizens, and
did anay with the tale of oilices. On 26 August the assenbly voted the
"Declntion of the Right: ofth and the Ctizen" - the equival ent of

the English Bill of Rights of 1639 and the American Decl aration of

| ndependence of 1776.

The hRi ghu of Man" pmmiled Liberty, Equality and F raternity for all

but divided citizens into two groups: those who paid a specified tax, and the
wal | ed Moassive? people who paid no tax, had no vote, were excluded from

the assenbly and could not serve in the National Guard. They were, at

ooune, the great majority of the popul ation

The nobility agreed under pressure to exchange their feudal clains for
bourgeoi s property. but insisted on retaining control of the arny, the state
machi ne and a nonopoly of profitable jobs. Rather than submt to the

bour geoi s denpcratic revol ution, waves ofan’ stocrats went into exile, forned
a "pnvitionel governnent". and prepared for a counter-revol utionary

i nvasion of Frence. Prielu were told to refute the oath binding themto
uphol d the eonltitution and to join the passive resistance novenent agai nst
the govenmmentu. 1
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On 20June, 1791 the king iled in disguise to join the lem gresi. but want
captured at Varennes. brought back under guard and |tupended fromthe

throne. H's night ruled out theprospect 01' a transitionto a contitutiomnii
nmonarchy of the English kind, and brought closer the danger of an invasion
by the Kings of Europe under the | eadership of the Austrian enperor

brother of Marie Antoinette, the. French queen. -

There was a real threat Ola counter-revol utionny coup during a period of

much unrest in the towns and countrysi de, where people pnteuted against

the export of grain, food shortages and inflation. The war began in Apri
1792. It laid bare the queenis treachery and the Courts secret dealings with
the invaders, who had the backing of the aristocrats, price" and bl ack

mar ket eers. On 25 July the enperor of Austria and the king of Prussia
published a manifesto threatening Paris with mlitary reprisals and tota
submi ssion if the | east violence was committed agai nst any nmenmber of the
royal famly.

This threat spurred the people into an outburst ofpassion that broke out in
an insurrection on 10 August, 1792. They storned the pal ace, unseated the

ki ng, and demanded a republic. This, wote Lenin. was a popul ar

denocratic revolution in which "the nass of the people, its | owest and nost
profound social strata. . . stanped on the course of the revolution the seal of
their demands . .. to construct in their own nmanner a new society in place of
the old one they were destroyi ngMK

Artisans, jouneynenrlabourers, supported by revolutionaries fromthe

provi nces, took the | ead, attacked the palace, killed the Swiss guards, and
sacked the nonarchy. T hat the insurrection was nore of a national uprising
than a Paris revolt was seen in the arrival ofJacobins from Marseilles who
sang the Marseillaise", the national anthem as they entered Paris in July
and at the stormng of the Tuilerics in August.

(The Legislative Assenbly, which had taken the place of the Constituent in
Cct ober 1791, gave way in 1792 to the Convention. France's third nationa
assenbly, elected by universal male adult suifrage in two stages". This was



the first time in F rancds history that workers and | andl ess peasants took part
in elections to the highest |egislature.

El ections to the convention were held in August and Septenber 1792. It

uphel d the sacred rights of private property, conpleted the business of doing
away with feudal structures, took a hardline agai nst counter-revol utionari es.
and mobiliied the peOple againit foreign intervention. On 21-22 Septenber

the Convention abolished the royal power and proclaimed F rance a

republic.
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Louis XVI (1754793) was brought to trial in Decenber 1792 for treaton
agai nst the repubbc. He was lentenwd to death and guillotined on 21
January 1793. Mane Antoi nette noon shared the sane fate.
| evol ntionuy- Terror
The simrering pot of the revolution came to the boil in Septenber 1792
when | cmwd’ eunmarily executed a bateh of prisoners under escort. This
becorme an ennuple. followed in the jails. O the estimated nunmber of 1,250
wholoettheirlivee in this way. only equarterwel e noblee, priests or’politica
acum of any kind; the nut were pereom accused of common | aw crines.
The Septenbc me was a prelude to the official, orgmted Terror of
179394 in which sone 37,541) people died during revolutionary repression
ol ' whom 84% bel onged to the Third Estate. Those executed were only a
mnority of the victim the nmajority being killed during the repression of the
eount er-revol ution.

Bani ngt on Moore", who conpil ed and exam ned the statistics, considers
that the raolution was pushed to the left by radicals, who forced the
domi nant | ootion of the Constituent Assenbly to overthrow the nobderates,
such as the Grondim He concludesl9 that Mc reign of terror and the so-
allcd cbctatonhip of the Conmittee of Public Safety, the creation of a new
arny, the driving of those allied against France back across the Rhine", were
made possi bl e by the popul ar upsurge.
His verdict in nuch the sane aeobeewati om nmade by Maurice |’ horez",
the. then general secretary of the French Communi st Party, in a speech
delwend in Paris on 25June 1939. The role of revolution, he laid. it to auilt
the btnh of a new lociety. "The bourgeoisie no longer wilhCl to adnit, and,
undead. cannotadmit, that without theJuly 14, 1789, wi thout the Commttee
of Pubhc Safety, without the Revolutionary Terror, the old order of things,
the feudal system could not have been denolished and wept away to make
way (or the new reginme, the capitalist negine'.
What attracts nmost attention in the inwfighting that took place between
menber: of the M (action: or parties that sat in the Assenbly. The
nost econom cal way ofdeecribing themis to give thunbnail sketches of the
| eadt ng penonab’tiee. As will be seen. nost died on the guillotine in the days
of the Tarot. - -
0 Hanan M rabeau (174991): aristocrat by birth, a Third Estate deputy,
hnmbtu | ot his nodention. attenpts to reformthe nonanhy and t he opposition
to bun by the quem and Louis XVI. Wen M rabeau died from natural causes,
be wu being threatened by the radical section in the Assenbly.
2
0 Jean Paul Marat (1743-93): nedical doctor, witer and publinher
unyi el di ng eneny of the king. Hit trial and acquittal by the Grondin
government added to his popularity with the left-wing. The skin dineate
whi ch he picked up while hiding in the sewer: of Park wu 10 painful that he
could obtain relief only by nitting in a hot bath, where he wote hiljoumil
He was stabbed to death by Charlotte Corday(1768-93), a Grondilt ol nobie
birth, who we: tentenced for the crine and guillotined on 17July, 1793.
e Georgesjacquen Danton (1759-94): advocate, minister ofjuttice in 1792,
he justified the Septenber nmassacres IlI|l an 'inevitable exceu ; e founding
menber of the Committee of Public Safety and | eader of the 'Muntain, 10
naned because it sat on the top benches of the Assenbly. Hejoined Marat in
overthrowi ng the G rondin government which tried to save the king’s life and
fell in 1793. Danton then tried to end the "Terror" but his eneni es persuaded
Robespi erre to i npeach him He was brought before the revol utionary
tribunal which he had created a year before, sentenced to death wi thout
further hearing, and executed on 5 April 1794 with 14 other nmenben of his
party.
0 Canmi |l e Desmoulins (1760-94): journalist and orator took an extreme
radi cal view. An associate of M rabeau and Danton, he was partly
responsi ble for the killing of the Grondists. Later hejoined Danton in urging
a noderation of the Terror. Robespicrre had himguillotined on 5 April
1794. Hs young wife was executed a few days |ater.
0 Jacques Hebert (1757-94): of working chmorigim he cane to Paris at a
servant, threw hinself into the revolution, wote panphlets, becane a
menber of the Commune in 1792, took part in the Septenber nssacre. and
sat on the comm ssi on whi chjudged Marie Antoi nette. Robespierre had him
arrested and guill otined.
0 Louis Antoine Saintjust (1767-94): nenber of the National CGuard, the
Nati onal Convention (1792), and Conmittee of Public Safety (1793), he drew
up the repomcalling for the ovenhrow of the G rondi mand Hebertim and
the accusation that caused Danobn’s overthrow. He was put in charge of
mlitary operations in the Rhine and Moselle, and on his triunphant return



was el ected to the presidency of the Convention (F ebruary 1794). A cl ose
associ ate of Robespierre, he went with himto the guillotine on 281111y 1794.
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O Maxi m lian Robespieme (1758-94): an advocate, | hird Estate deputy

(1789) he worked closely with Mrabeau tn the early days and soon becane a

| eader of thejacobim the nobst inmportant 01 the many cl ubs and societies

that rallied to the cause during the revolution". 1 he present-day bourgeois
| egend is that he used the Marat-Danton group to gain an ascendancy, and

then brought about their destruction;helped to create the Revol utionary
Tribunal, was elected to the National Convention and becane a nenmber 01

the Committee 01 Public Salety, the body which exercised supreme power.

He was accused 01 instituting the "reign of terror™ and this resulted in a plot to
desuoy him He absented hinself fromthe neeting of the Convention on 27
july, 1794 at which he was accused of despotism A decree of arrest was sent
out against him he l1lled but was captured and guillotined on 28thjuly. Alter
his death the "Ternr" died away.

That it the approved bourgeoil version. The communi st verdict in that the
Conmittee 01’ Public Safety, |ed by theJacobi nu, Robeupierre and Louis -

just (1767-94) had to take extrenme neasures to defend the Republic against
the ucoalition of kings’ and the royalists who rose in rebellion in the Vendee.
The Republic’s general, Dunouriez, routed by the Austrian army on 18

March. desened to the eneny. The Republic suffered other serious reverses.

It was in this feverish atnosphere that Robespierre and theJacobins acted to
save the revol ution.

Leninu wote that they gave France the best npdels of a denbcratic

revol ution. tepelled the coalition 01' nonarchies, and achi eved "great,

i nendi cabl e, unforgettable thing:’. The essence ancobinismis the transfer

of power to the revolutionaty oppressed class. hit is natural for the
bourgeoi sie to fear and hate it; but the class-conscious workers and toiiers
have faith in the tram er of power to the revol utionary oppressed cl ass".

Ri nged by enenies, F ranoe declared, through the Constituent Assenbly,

on 22 May. 1790 that it had no intention of starting wars of conquest or using
fame against the liberties of any people. On 18 N ovenber, 1793, Robespien’'e
protested strongly against the declaration of war in 1792 on Austria and
Enshnd. He pl dened di pl omacy to war, lirmeu And realismto aggression.

The unexationitt treaties of 1795 were the work of the bourgeoit

government that came to power after the mination of Robespierre.

Under the treaties 01 Bal e and the Hague, F rance regai ned possessi on of

Fl anders. pushed her frmtier to the Rhine, reduced Holland (renaned the
Brryi an Republic) to a dependency and gai ned pan of the West |ndian

bland 01 St. Dom ngue, better known as Haiti.

24

Royal i st uprising in Paris in 1795 were put down by republican troops,
including an artillety batallion commanded by Napol eon Bonaparte (1769-

1821) who cleared the street with a "whii'f ofgrape shot". This prepared the
way for his rise to iame and policy 01" aggressive expansion. In 1804 he

decl ared hinmsel f the enperor 01’ France and by wars of conquest becamne

somet hing 01 a dictator 01 the European continent.

iliu downiall began with deieats in Spain and the invasion 01 Russia in

1812. 1-1lis at mics reached Moscow but its scorched eat th strategy forced him
to retreat in shanbles, losing 80% 01 their original nunber

Russia, Prussia and Austria entered into an alliance, deleated the French arny
in 1813, invaded France and forced Napoleon to give up the throne. Exiled tO
El ba in 1814, he escaped in 1815 to France, raised a new arny and suffered a
di sastrous del eat at Waterl oo by the conbined armes 01" Britain, Prussia and
Hol | and under Weéllington and Bl ucher. Napol eon surrendered to the British.
who exiled himto St. Helena where he died in 11121

The Rise and Fall of the F rench Monarchies

The allies restored the Bourbon nonarchy by putting Louis XVIII, the

brother 01 Louis XVI, on the throne. He died in 1824, and was succeeded by
his brother Charles. A revolution injuly 1830 toppl ed the Bourbon dynasty.
Char |l es abdi cated, his place on the throne being taken by Louis Philippe,

who in turn was overthrown in 1848. The second Republic was formally

decl ared on 27 February, and a new constitution adopted. On 10 Decenber,
Loui s Napol eon Bonaparte, nephew of N apoleon 1, was el ected president 01

the republic. He carried out a coup in 1851, dissolved the Legislative
Assenbly, and in Decenber 1852 was proclai ned enperor, with the title

Napol eon 111.

Marx and Engel s foll owed these events closely, using themfor brilliant
generalisations that were to becone | eading principles of historica
materialism One of Man’s fanous sayings appears in 11The ei ghteenth

Brumaire 01 Louis Bonaparte”, in 185221. It reads:

uMen nake their own history, but they do not nmake it just as they please; they do
not make it undet cittutntanceu chosen by thenl eivet, but under circunstances



diieetly Cl11 uuntered given and tr’unsnmitted 1nmthe past. 1 he tradition ofall the
dead generations weighs like a nightmaie on the brain 01 the |iving".

The F tench Civil War

An even nore urgent reason inspired the witing 01 the uCvil War in

Francei, an address by the General Council 01 the International Wrking

25



Men' s Association (the first Intemational), on the Franco-Prussian War of

1w

It was Bismarclt’s war, long foreseen and carefully planned, not for

territorial expansion. but for power and to secure the establishnment of

Prussi an hegenony in a united Germany?

To overcone the strong German opposition to the war, he prom sed

sweeping reforns, including a parliament elected by universal male suffrage.

Introduced in 1866. it becane, Engel sz7 claimed, "an entirely new nethod of

prol etarian struggle’ . as shown by the ’astoni shing growth" of the Socia

Denocratic party and of the votes it obtained in general elections, rising from

a nene 1020K) in 1871 to 1,800.01) in 1894. "The irony of world history",

jubilated Engels in his controversial essay. "turns everything upside down.

We the 1nol uu’ onists’, the loverthrowers’ we an: thriving far better on | ega

nmet hods than on illegal nethods and overt hrow

It was another historical irony that German social denocracy shoul d have

clinmbed high by neans of a deal between Bismarck and the F rench

bourgeoi sie that would lead to a civil war against the Paris Comrune of 1871

and the massacre of its defenders". _

The man who ordend these atrocities under the protective shield of

Bi smadl s troops was Louis Adol phe Thiers (1797-1877)29. He rose to the

top in an upheaval that followed the defeat of the F rench arny in the battle of

Sedan on 2 Septenber 1870, the capture and inprisonnent of the enperor

Napol eon II11. the collapse of the French enpire and the proclanmation of the

Third Republic on 4 Septenber.

The end of the Bonaparte era was a great blow to F rench national pride.

The first Napol eon had united nearly all Europe under the tricolour; the |ast

one abdicated after a humliating defeat that |left France with little prestige

and no foreign ten'itory to speak of tn Europe.

Paris tasted the bitterness of defeat when Pnssian troops surrounded the

capital, turned their guns on houses and forts alike, and stanred the people

into surrender on Sjnuary, 1871. Thien and Bi smarck signed a provisiona
nmeaty on 26 February which forced F rance to cede Al sace and Eastern

Lorraine, and pay an indemity of live thousand mllion Francsw.

The Pari s Commune

Thi en. France's executive president, had the powers of a dictator, which he

used to carry out Bismarck’s instructions in the name of |aw and order

Armed Paris stood in his way. He ordered it to lay down arns, but the

Nati onal CGuard telusedl’. It reorgani sed and el ected a central conmttee
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headed by Louis Auguste Bl anqui (1805-81)? He was appoi nted president

of provisional government, which forned the Paris Conmune, the world's

first Workerl’ State, against which Thiers launched a civil war.

The Commune issued an amazi ng nunber of innovative reforns inits

short life between 18 March and 5 May. Thierl’ soldiers forced their way into

the city on 11 May, and continued the massacre of citizens, prisoners and

menbers of the Comune. Its |ast defenders were nmowed down after eight

days of bloody lighting. -

A Paris correspondent of a right-w ng London paper described them as

"unt ended wounded wretches dying amd the tonbstones - with 6 .000

terror-striclten insurgents wandering in an agony of despair. .. to be shot

down in scores by machi ne-gun fire"). Engel s3M gave details of the nassacres

and a day by day account of the Commune’s innovations, which ended with

a rebuke to social denocrats who questioned the soundness of the concept of

a working class dictatorship. "Well and good, gentlenmen, do you want to

know what this dictatorship | ooks like? Look at the Paris Conmune. That

was the Dictatorship of the Prolctariat”". Marx also paid a tribute. "Wrking

men’s Paris, with its Comruneli, he wote, |I’"will be forever celebrated as the

gl orious harbinger of a new society. Its nartyrs are enshrined in the great

heart of the working peoplem

Per specti ves

The Conmmune’s wurd became flesh, its vision a reality, not in the Howering

culture of bourgeois F rance that followed her |ast revolution, and not in the

aggressive mlitarismof Germany’ s expanding inperialism but in

revol utionary insurrections of the 1870s and 18803 agai nst Russials Tsari st

aut ocracy.
There were jacobi n-Bl anqui sts anong the strains of radi cal popul arism
represented by N kol ay Chenyshevsky (1828-1900), Peter Nikitich "I'ltachev

(1844-86) and Peter Lavrov (1823-1900). The second Peter, who had actually
experi enced the Comrune, and talked it over with Marx in London

thought that it pointed the way to a new kind of state with a working cl ass
government, while Tkachev, the chief advocate of Jacobin-Bl anqui st ideas,



"furni shed Lenin with his organi sational nodel’3

The Commune was a rich store-house of ideas and information from

which different strains of radicals could draw material for opposing points of
view. The controversies between social denpcrats and Russi an Bol shevi ks
sharpened after the October 1917 revol ution Over questions of the state,
government, parliament, elections, armed insurrection and dictatorship of
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the pmetatiat. Karl Kautalty (1854-1938) crossed swords with Lenin on the

i ssue of parlianenttuy denocracy versus the dictatorship, each side quoting

the Communel s record in support of its standpoint.

Lenin relied heavily on a fanous passage in Mantis "Critique of the Gotha

ngramte’.: witten in April-May 1875, with the experiences of the

Conmune (tell) in mnd. 13etwcen capitaliat and comuni st society’,

Marx wwote. 'Tliu. the period 01 the revolutionary transfonnation of the one

into the other. Corresponding to this is also a political transition period in

whi ch the state can be nothing but themplutionary dictatorship of the

pmetariat’". |,

Exam ned and di scussed at | ength by Soviet theoriltl the statenent wat to

gui de the thinking of future revolutionariet about the nature of the state. the

seizure of power. and the 10mm 01 governnent in 3 peoples republic.

The glut French revolution of 1789 left an inperishable | egacy that

bel ongs to all humanity: the Declaration of the R ght: of Man, the Doctrine

of Libeny. Equality and Fratemty. People’'s Sovereignty, destruction ol’the

ariuocntcy. and the abolition of inherited privileges.

That mmai m however, a chall enge voiced by Maurice T horez, on the

occaiion of the .150th Anniveuaty of the G eat French Revolution. This in

what he said:

"The French working clue hat not to achieve 1789: it nust acconplish the

equi valent of a "1917 for the people 01' France - the conquest of power, the

establ i shnent of a dictatorship of the proletariat, which will undertake the

construction oftocialism so that we shall nmarch on the road to comuni sm whi ch

it ouuin end inevitable.
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AN HI STORI C WORKERS

SUW T t

By Ray Al exander

Inits attenpts to mangle the trade uni on nuvenctnt. the apartheid regine

i nt noduced the Labour Relationu Bill. The Bill contained claul et designed to
severely restrict the already rudimentary trade union rights enjoyed by the

bl ack wor kers.

COSATU | ed a mass base canpaign against this Bill. |t pointed out that

the Bill was in breach of accepted international standards, attacked freedom

of association, entrenched racial trade uni ons, erodedjob’ security, attacked

the right to engage in consunmer boycotts and severely limted the right to

strike. CQSAT U appealed to all trade unions organisationl, including

NACTU, and nass denocratic organisations to put up a conmon fight.

Aililiates ot’ COSAT U responded positively. Shop steward conmttees

and industrial area commttees explained the Bill to the workers. They

organi sed the unorgani sed and politicised nore and nore workeni. Protest:

against the Bill spread to areas outside factory prem ses.

In the trains to and fromwork, workers chanted sl ogans, sang freedom

songs and carried placards declaring; Mway with the Bill" hAway with the

AVE". i’ Down with racist mnority rule’ X They linked up with the

conmuni t y- baned organi sati ons to canpai gn agai nst increases in rent,

electricity and prices for service charges.

In the factories they put up poster: and stickers: hGovan Mucki Wl cone

Home". hki appy Birthday Cde diver Tanbo".
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But even this powerful nass mlitant canpaign did not prevertt the
apartheid regime - with the support and encouragenent of big capital -
fromenacting the Labour Rel ati ons Amendnent Act (LRA) on Ist

Sept enber 1988.

G ven the inmpentive needed for trade union unity COSATU arid

NACTU agreed to hold a workers sumit to discuss:

a) what action to take in protest against the Act;

b) what detenlive action to take to counter the harsh eflectl of the bad
cl auses; . ' .

c) the principle of one country one federation

Preparation: for the Summt

Aj oi nt COSATU- NACTU neeting held on 8th F ebruaty 1989 agreed to the
follow ng: .

a) representation will be COSATU - 250, NAC F U - 250, independent

union: to be invited - 150-200, Bantustan-Ilinked unions and white ractst
uni oru not to be invited,;

b) date of Sunmit 4th and 5th March 1989;

c) chairing: Presidents and three fromeach side of worker office bearers,
secretariat to take minutes, tw officials from NACTU and COSAl U

AGENDA: |. LRA Act

2. Building Unity

3. State Repression.

A conmittee was set up to attend to the logistics of the Sunmit. Meetings
bet ween COSATU NACT U and ot her independent unions were to take

pl ace i medi ately. A further nmeeting was to be held by | et February.

Al COSATU aliiliatel, legion: and locals were circulated with the report
and asked to discuss it. _i

Fol l owi ng the 81h F ebmary joint neeting, the Co-ordinating Cortintttee
net on 9th Febmaty and agreed that a joint panphlet explalrntg the
background to the Sumrit be issued. It was also agreed to print It In live
| anguages: English. Sotho, Zulu, Xhosa and Afrikaans. COSATU was to

print the Zulu. Xhosa and Afri kaans panphlets, while NACT U the ones in
Sot ho and Engli sh.

The hall was booked and letters of invitation signed for despatch. Al

| ogistics were attended to. On the 1 1th February the panphl et was ready for
printing. However, on Mnday the 13th, COSATU received a fax from

NACT U asking for the production of the panphlet to be stopped and ah
urgent neeting be held to inform COSATU of NACTU s National Councn
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deci sion. The production of the panphlet was halted pending the joint
COSATU NACTU neeting on that day.

At that neeting NACTU proposed that Item 2 of the workerai Summit, viz.
Building Unity .. be deleted and replaced with ironing out the differences
bet ween COSATU and NACTU. COSAT U queried this, as it ailected the

role the 200 representatives fromindependent unions were expected to play.
NACTUi s reply was that since the Summt was the initiative of

COSATU NACTU. iW need to build unity by exposing the differences

whi ch exht on the factory Hunt with (JUSA I'U uililiatel poaching NACTU
nmenbers. The independent unions nust decide which Federation they

want to Jami

COSATU s response was, iWe lind it diilicuit to accept that we should
[imt discussions at the workersi sunmt to differences between COSATU
and NACTU. W are not ignorant that there nmay be dii Terences, but we

nmust al so di scuss the process towards overcom ng these di herehges and
building unity..." and proposed that Item 2 of the Agenda read:

2. Building Unity ,

- Wiy are we not united?

-’ How do we achieve unity?

NACTU agreed to take it back to their structures and to reply by the

foll owi ng week. Their del egates al so argued that the two federations should
publish their panphl ets independently.

The COSATU representatives pointed out that the two federati ons had

wor ked together to make the general strike of 6, 7 and BJune, 1988 a success;
negotiatedjointly with the enpl oyers, organi sati on SACCQLA; and agreed

to hold a workersi summt. T hus, iiwe cannot undertand why a joint
panphl et shoul d be a problem W haveal ready printed 25.000 panphl ets.
Are joint meetings at a local and regional level still to take place, and what

woul d happen if NAC |'U s anendrments fromits NC are not acceptable to
COSATU?" t

By this tine COSATU had al ready reschedul ed four Regiona

Congresses, a National Wnenis Sem nar, a well as neetings of the



executive committees of a number of its athliates.

It was neverthel ess agreed thatjoint Regional and Local Meetings shoul d
continue and that the ca-ordinating conmttee should sort out the problem
about the panphlet. The neeting with i ndependent unions set forThursday

16th F ebruary was to be held and aliiliates fromboth federations were to be
represented. This neeting was hel d and the i ndependent uni ons accepted

the invitation.
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At the joint neeting on 20th February NACTU proposed the indefinite

post ponenent of the Summt. COSATU put to NACT U that their reasons

(or poet ponemmt was i nadequate. COSATU s del egati on was unani nous

that the Sunmit should go on as schedul ed and that all unions including
NACI ' U aniline: nud invited.

(DSATU asked NACTU to |let them know by 10 am |l et February, 1989

and thus if not advised to the contrary, COSATU woul d assune that

NACFU has no obj ecti ons.

,On 211me COSATU received atletter from NACTU whi ch

i nsi sted on the postponenent.

The Summt Token Place _

Daphne all these obstacles. the Sunmit took place. Mre than 700 del egates
attended the historical workers’ Sunmit on the 4th to 5th March 1989 at the
Wtwntenrmd University. At lent Il NACTU affiliates disobeyed their

Nati onal Council and participated in the Summt. They represented one

third of NACTU | paid-up nenbershi p. Anong them were Food and

Revenge Workers Union (F BWJ), Black Allied Mning and Construction
Wor km Uni on (BAMCWJ) andthe El ectrical and Allied Wrkers Trade

Union (EAW). t °’

A BAMCWJ spokesman sai d: uThe el even unions felt NACTU s

deci si on was based on narrow i deol ogi cal grounds and was not in the broad

i nterest of the working class?

Brian WIliams, Acting General Secretary of the EAWJ, said: "The union

Kelt tho! NACTU National Council decision to request an indefinite

post ponenent of the Summit contradicted the principle of Wirker Unity.

The sunmit is bringing together workers froma w de range of view points to
jointly light the onslaught by the state and capital on the working class. This
gat hering indicate: that wotken can transcend stunbling bl ocks in the way
of building a united working clau’. (Sautlt- Manch 2 to March 8, 1989, p.3)
The Summit was opened by Cde Elijah Barayi from COSATU, Cde

Longwe Kwel entini. replesenting the NACT U afhliates, and Ode

Law ence Phat he representing the i ndependent unions. Their introductory
speeches Counted on the need to build maxi mum unity of organi sed workers

in South Africa.

These senti nent swereeehoed over the next two days asdel egat es engaged

in rigorous debate over the need for united action. Spin'ts were very high and
del egate after del egate enphasi sed the need for united worker action against
the backdrop of inaeu ng state repression and attacks from enpl oyers.
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Fhe Stimmt transcended the differences existing between the various
parttcnpattng unions. Wile recognising the different histories, traditions
anti pohcnes of the unions attending, the overriding objective was the need for
unity maction. It represents one of the nmpbst significant denonstrations of
workers’ unity in our history.

It is unfortunate and regrettable that some | eaders of NACTU sought to
obstruct the holding of the Sunmt. There is no doubt that the Summt

nakes a very good begi nning towards worked unity. To echieve a high -
degree of unity requires hard work with rank and file nenbers and correct

| eadershi p. The revol utionaty alliance nust be nore actively involved int this
Process. A united trade union novenent constitutes one of the nost

i mportant pillars of our struggle for national |iberation and socialism



AN UNFORGETTA' BLE

EXPERI ENCE

By Mant oa Nomnpi kaz

| had never, even in ny wldest dreans, imagined nysell’as a participant in a
Party Congress. After all, who was |? A wonan in her late thirties, froma
working class family, lacking political confidence and recruited into the

Party |l ess than five years ago. A delegate, |I thought, had to have sonet hi ng.
VWhat ever the something’ | was. | knewl did not have it. Notwnthstandng the
who-am | attitude | participated to the best of nmy ability in the pre-Congress
preparations and discussions." ’

On learning | was to attend,"nmy feelings sprinted fromexcitenment to fear
thrill to anxiety and back! Excited at the opportunity to participate at the

hi ghest level in fornulating policy. planning and stratcgising; thrilled at the
chance to learn and enrich nyself. meet openly with other South African

conmuni sts and share views and exchange ideas with them For the sane

reasons that | was excited and thrilled, | was afraid and anxi ous. Wuld | rise
to the occasion? Was |, in fact. worthy and capabl e?

Congress soon answered all this. Congress was neither a platformwhere

t heoneti ci am expounded Marxi smLeninismirt abstract, nor a testing

ground (or intellectual capacities. It was sinply a nmeeting of South African
conmuni sts fromall walks oflile and comets of the earth, com ng together to

di scuss the burning issues of the day and to workout the best ways to neet the
ever-gmm ng demands of our revelation. At Congress | learnt a great dea

and matured politically. Wrds are inadetjuate to describe the richness of

our Party projected at Congress- the perceptiveness.t the dedication and
conmitment. the openness and | ove of conradeship
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Busi nesrlike as this nood was, it was also jovial. W spent nany happy

nonents together, chatting, |aughing and singing. The discussions and the

new Party programre charted the path to power and renoved any cobwebs

that m ght have been in front 0! our eyes. -

As a black woman, since ny teenage days -- regrettably |ong gone by -

I ve had my fair share of stunning and lighting. Onepi the nost difEcult and
serious of these lights has al ways been with nyself. Centuries of wonen’s
oppression, African traditions and prejudi ces agai nst wonen tea, had | eft

their indelible mark on ne. resulting in an inferiority conplex that needed a
bul | dozer to nobve. Congress actually articulated the myriad problens facing
worren -- including the wonmen thensel ves. Enbarrassed as | was at being

| di scovered". | was happy that the debate on this issue, as well as the
resolution on it, was serious and enlightening. The presence of other wonen

del egat esgl ew as they were, did nmuch to boost ny confidence.

The clear commitnment of Congress to increase our women contingent in

the struggle in general and within the Party - quantitively and qualitatively

- rellected the seriousness with which this issue was dealt. As | participated
in the debate and discussions | felt angry with nmyself for ny failure as a
worman to inmprove my work on this front. Needless to say | commtted nyself

to ensure, as the Party denmanded as well as ny own consci ence and

consci ousness dictated, that | give ny all to this aspect of our struggle. At no
stage at Congress, at formal and informal levels, did | have a feeling of being
di sadvantaged as a woman. | was |ike any other delegate of ny level. putting a
little brick on the house that was being constructed.

The cl osing remarks of our General Secretary, conradeJ oe Slovo. arel am

sure. inprinted in all the delegates’ mnds. They were not the usual closing
remarks ol an ordinary neeeting. Alter all he was closing a historic meeting.
Hs words were a call to action, a commitment and a vow on behal f of all the
menbers to intensify the struggle on all fronts. Is it surprising then that as we
sang N kosi sikelela Alrika a heavy | oad seened to be resting on ny chest and
was threatening to stille ne? 1 shed a few tears whilst singing the Inter-
nati onale. Was | being too sentinental and enotional ? The enptions packed

in the voices that sang our national anthem and the |Intemational e convinced
me that | was not and that | was not alone. W were all in song making our
vows, we were all answering the call, uAll Conmunists to the F ront".

As we parted we were sad and yet there was exhilaration. Sad that we were
parting, exhilarated at having achieved so much and ready to do rmuch nore.
For me attendi ng Congress was an honour and a burden | was happy to

carry. It was an experience | shall cherish for the rest of ny life.
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FEM NI SM AND THE

STRUGGLE FOR

NATI ONAL LI BERATI ON

By Clara

fromthe underground in South Africa

The 1985 Kabwe conference of the ANC napped out a clear goal to ensure

wormm sequal participation in the building ol people’s power. and in all four
pillar: of our struggle. In the wake ofthis commtment, there is a debate as to
whet hert hi n dedni on represents a nengnition of the inportance of fen ni sm

by the liberation alliance. | answer that question by asserting that a feninist
Medea! position cannot be adopted by a |iberation novenent conmmitted

to the liberation of the African people led by the black working class. The
tbcow that guide: us in our struggle for women’s enanci pation is Mrxism
Leni ni am whi ch incorporates within its ambit the national question, the

cl an question and the worman question, not in three separable features of
society, but u intenwined contradictions as presented by reality.

It is difficult to otter an adequate definition of feninismsince not even
worren who define thensel ves an feminist can agree on what hol ds them
together. The Wonen’'s Liberation Mwvenent is broad and eclectic. united
behi nd a nunber of tateu. Two groups of fenminist: may be identilied -

those who revise existing social theories which they reject as being blind to
wnen’' | opptuaion. and those who reject all existingttheon; since theory

does not neogni ae worrenu the basic pnducen oilife and hence u the nont

hui ¢ nodal category. The latter group - the radical fenmnists -- see life as
nol ving around a fundanental contradiction between nen and womnen.

The | ama group enconpass boutgeoit fem nists, structural functionali st
femnism neial fem nine and Marxilt fem nine.
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Mar xi smLeninismis not blind to wonen’s oppression and provi des the

basi ¢ tools of analysis with which to understand and change any concrete
teality. When we anal yse socialist countries, we lind that much nore stil
needs to be done for wonenls emanci pation and participation. That does not
mean that our theory is wong, but rather that the objective conditions have
not matured sulliciently for full wonen's emanci pation to take root, and that
the ruling party in those countries has not organi sed around the wonman’'s
guesti on adequately. Any attenpt to revise our theaty dilutes the content of
our revolution and distracts us fromthe i medi ate and [ong term goals.

F emniamis a reform st ideol ogy, that appeals strongly to niddle class
worren. |t should conme as no surprise to know that the last British Wmen's

Li berati on nmovenent conference broke down after conflicts over the

denmands of working class wonen and of bl ack wonen.

However, whilst rejecting femnismas a theory we should work for an
alliance between the man denocratic wonen’s novenment and the

denocratic and anti-apartheid fem nist groupingl. There it within the world
fem ni st nmovenent a hatred ol opprcssion, a cunmitnment to denocracy and

a denimfor world peace. These "fem nist values" find expression in South
Africa in a strmg anti-apartheid and anti-represaion stand. They are a
neeting point between anti-apanheid fem nists (anobngst them sociali st

fem nists) and the wonen of the |iberation nmovenent. However, within that
alliance, the | eadership oliblack working class wonmen nust be secured and it
is through Marxi smLcninism the theory and practice of the working class,
that such | eadership will be secured

In South Africa, the dom nant contradiction is the national oppression of

the bl ack peopl e;and nore specifically ol’the African people. CQurinmedi ate
task is the liberation of the black people. The deterni nant contradiction --
that which underlies national oppression ._is the contradiction between the
owners of the means of production and the working class, nanely the cl ass
struggle. Qur struggle is an anti-inperialist struggle that recogni ses the

i ntenconnection between these two contradictions, giving us the short term
goal ol struggling agai nst colonialismof a special type and the |ong term goa
of the struggle for socialism

But there are many other contradiction: within our lociety too - and the
oppression olwonen in the nmoat |’ ap-reaching ofthete iothercontradictiom,
because it allecmhalf of the African nation, halfol the working clan and half
of the people, and because it is experienced in all areas ol wiety - work,
school. honme, town or country. |If we understand that the wonmen question it

at this point in time a subordinate, |ess antagonistic contradiction in South
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Africa. then we will draw correct concl usions about when and how to
ougani se around wonen’s experiences in the diilerent stages of our
revolution. It should be clear that the total enmancipation of wonmen is only
tunabl e under a devel oped soci alist econony, and only if, in each stage of
our revolution. we organile wonen to participate fully and raise their
demand. at part of the people s demands. Marxi st-Leninist theory therefore
argue: for continuous and ongoi ng omni sati on of wonen around issues

peni nent to that phue of struggle fromthe eradication of apanheid, to the
u-amtion tQwialismand to socialismitself. The struggle for womenls
emanci pation in not a struggle of wonmen against nen. but is a struggle by
peopl e agai nst systens of gender oppressi on enhanced and distorted within
coloni ali smofa special type, and capitalism As these two contradictions are
resolved in our society, so the differences in interests between nen and
worren wi || become clearer. and the scope for wonenis emanci pation to be
naned wi Il becone greater.

Gui delines iot- Organising

Mar xi | m Lcni ni sm gives us six points that constitute a guideline |or our
practice in organi sing womren now and outline preconditions for wonenls
emanci pation. Qur theaty guides us to struggle for concessions to inprove
and change the position of women under colonialismof a special type and

wi thin a post-apanheid society.

. Said", madden: A wonen’'s experience is shaped by her experience of

the dom nent contradiction, colonialismof | special type. and the

det erm ni ng conu-adiction, capitalist exploitation. There is no honbgenous
I hal " ed sisterhood of wonen. There are distinct experiences of wonen in
dillennt historical emand under dill’ erent nodes of production, as well as
within diliemt national gnoups and classes within South Africa today. The
basis for unity anmongst wonen is thus determned by the nature of society.
Meni sm Lutinismtherefore postulate: that the wonen,s novenent shoul d

never di smaard class and national inequalities. W call for a class alliance of
worren. led by the black working ISl wonen. Qur focus presently is thus an
the organi sation of African working class wonmen around the issues they are
nost affected by,

2. Wn udhw. Wénen sexcl usi on from wagel abourortheir rel egation

to the want. |l owest paid and | east skilled jobs ts at determning factor in
women’ s oondousness. An individual’s consciousness is determ ned not

only by the way he/she is socialised thnugh education, culture and

mus. butal eo and nore inportantly by the position he/she holds in
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the production process. Fromthis understandi ng, MrxismLcninism
prioritises the inclusion of wonen into socialised producti on on an equa
basis, at equal pity and with equal training. in the South African context this
is more conpl ex because wonen’s work experiences are determn ned by
colonialismof a special type. liur exanmple within the WCape, the job
oppo: tunities 1O Ahican Wnen and | ot Col oured wonen diller markedly
because of the Col oui ed Labour Preference Area Policy. Wile the
intetsection oi the national oppression and the oppression of woren nakes
the resolution nore conplex. it does not detract fromthe i mediate task of
uni oni sati on of wonmen workers into a non-racial trade union novenent, be

it inthe factories, on the farns, in the kitchens of the bourgeoisie, and of
agitation for equal treatnent and rights for men and wonmen workers.

3 Theduubl eday. The traditional formui’'iamly relations, when wonen sarca
01 pt oductive work was in the home seeing to the donestic econony, gr ow ng

and cooking loud, cal iiig RHand socialising the t hildren is no |ongersuitoble
[ or working wonen. 1! these traditionally uwonmen’ 5 tasks" continue to be het
sol e responsibility, she is faced with twojobs -- housework and wage | abour

This constitutes another aspect oliworking class wonen)s oppression, and if
it is not addressed beconmes an obstacle to wonenis participation in

conmunity life and politics. Through our struggle, our theory guides us to
redel i ne not herhood and fat herhood in non-oppressiye ways and to

undertake the practical tasks of housework wi thout sexual discrimnation

and exploitation. -

4. State wd/ knfw wonen: Under bourgeois rule and ideol ogy, many areas of
worren’s lives are delined as private. renoved fromthe public sphere. In this
way the state takes no responsibility for them In South Africa, this situation
is aggravated by the racist allocation of welfare resources by the mnority
regime. Paid or partial maternity | eave and the right to return to her job
health facilities, childcare services and educati on opportunities . are al
necessary to lecilitate the inclusion of wonen in the econony and to remnpve
the chains that bind wonmen to the home. The extent to which such

concessions can be gained immthe racist state and fromcapital is



guesti onabl e. However such issues should be integrated into the demands

for a denocratic state, and where possible should be organised around in the
wor kpl ace and in the comunity. It is only under peopleis power that such
wel fare services, whether controlled by the central state, or comunity
based, can be provided and hence the basis for wonenis enancipation be

st rengt hened.
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5. Violate and aggression: again! woman: Col onialisation of a special type, and
capitaliet exploitation an: pren sed on viol ence and unequal power

rel ati ons. South African peopl e have been di spossessed of their |land by force.
They have been | oroed by taxes and pass |aws to take up contract jobs.
Workers are aggressively exploited by the task nasters of the owners at work.
Qur peopl e: reduance and organi sati ons are physically snmashed.

Exploitation and profit generate unenpl oynent and crime. Apartheid

breeds hatred and aggression that is manifested in many ways in our |and. Al
these tonne ol vi ol enoe come down on wonen fer nmom harshly than on men.

Worren m al wayu the | east powerful in any situation -- at work, in the
conmunity. in the hones. in politics, wonen are the nost vul nerabl e.

Aggmmi on agai nst wonen - be it phytically crippling manual |abour, rape.

wile battering. punreidl, texunl harassenent at work. child nolestation - is
rife in | society like our: which is built on the | oundntion of state and ruling
dn- viol ence. MarxismLeninismholds that all these aspects of violence can
only renoved under socialismwhere the values of equality, denocracy and

the dignity of human idiomprevail. Furthernore, our theory guides us to
oppoee end condemm oppressive violence in every way possible, and to counter
it with a revolutionary violence to defend our comunities, to curtail the
regime’s violence and to take back what has been renoved fromus by force.

6. MVin political Aft: There are a nunber of factors that isolate

worren, and nopat specifically black working class wonen, from active

i nvol venent in political life. Basically some of the key factors are: the double
day; the tocialisation of wonen, their lack of skills and |ack of confidence;
eoa’' al attitudes that women should be in the hone or helping their nman; the

| ack of welfnre services. Wthin these factors sone are material conditions
that tie wonen up el sewhere then in the political arena, but there are also
culturel factor- thet are hangover: from bygone days. Lenin has pointed out
that thin cultural lag, the tenadty of cultural fornms that are no longer in
keeping with prevailing social relations, is one of the nost dincult areas of
change. Mentilml aeniniun argue! that women’u equal participation in al
stages of our revolution in centnl mthe ultimte achi everent of wonen’s
emanci pation. Flowing fromthis. we argue for special organising and
agitationnl work (eg propaganda) to be undertaken anbng worren within

the context 0! the phase of tuuggle. no u to naximse the participation of
woren end thereby include their demands within the general denands of

the period.

The contents of the struggle for wonenls emanci pation is not determ ned

by a set of wonmenls demands around women’s issues. It changes as the
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phases of our revolution mature. Wthin each phase, the content of the
worren’ s struggle is the integration oliwonen s experiences of the dom nant
centradiction into the denmands and perspective ofthe liberati on novenent.

"1 his process will ensure ongoing participation by wormen in the struggles of
the I day and hence wonenls role in building the society within which the

echi evenent ofwontn’s enanci pati on beconmes a realistic goal. The driving

| orces | or wonen’s enanci pation therefore are the black wonen, |ed by the
African working class wonen, the triply oppressed and nost exploited South

Al ncans.
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AFRI CA

" Homecomr

. 3.

By j abul ani Mhat shwa

i

THATCHER TOUR OF AFRI CA: SHE CAME

w

The British Prime Mnister, Ms Margaret Thatcher, has founti a way of
mar ki ng her inportant political datestby vnsmmg African countne’s.. h

After she cane to power ten yearsggoin 1979, she Tade her first VIstt to the
continent to attend the Lusaka Commonweal th Conference in Zanbtai.

Zi mbabwe (formerly Rhodesia) was not yet independent at the tinme. Part O

Ms T hatcher’s political package for the Airtean Front Lines States the: was
the promise to use the British governnent’s influence on lan btntth to rllllg
himand his UD rebels to a negotiating table Wth the Patnotte F ront.| r1;
return. she wanted the Front Line States as well as the rhenbemtil the Britta
Conmonweal th to steer 0" the calls for econonte sanctions agai nst

apartheid South Africa where Britain has vast’ econontc interests. b

The negoti ation process for Zi nbabwean i ndependence was not to e

held in Africa. where the actual liberation struggle had taken place. but in
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Britain. at Lancaster House. It) as to register to the whole world that the
benevol ent British government under the |eadership ol’Ms 'lihatcher had

br ought about Zi nbabwean i ndependence.

In 1980, Zi nbabwe got its independence follow ng the agreenents

reached during the Lancaster House tal ks. The real political process |eading
to this event. oi’course, was the |liberation war that had been waged agai nst
the Smith regime, leading to a profound econonic crisis for the Rhodesian
government. Ms Thatcheris govenmentis intervention only structured, at

the last minute, a process that was inevitably going to | ead to Zi nbabwean

i ndependence. However, back in Britain, the commercial nedia | oaded her

with inperial praises and gave the inpression that it was Ms Thatcher - the
mracle woman - who used her magic wand to do what African people had

failed to do thensel ves, nanely, achieve the independence of Zi nbabwe.

In 1989, after a careful study by the British govenment of the deteriorating
situation for the South African reginme in N am bia as aresult ofthe war waged
by SWAPQO, coupled with the ignom nious defeat of the South African arny

in Angola, Ms Thatcher again made up her mind to visit Africa, but this
time with a purpose of giving the inpression that the inmnent and

i nevitabl e i ndependence of Nam bia had been the work of those western

| eaders who had advocated a policy of "constructive engagenentii with

South Africa rather than one of armed struggle or sanctions.

The crowni ng event oers ’'lihatcheris African tour was neant, right from

the start, to be her visit to Namibia. it was a political exercise calculated to
pl ace her in the history books as well as in the international newspaper
colums as the first head ofstate to put foot in Nambia. In thatway Ms
That cher would, as in the case of Zi nbabwean independence, be seen to

have outdone both the | eaders of the Front Line States as well as the
Nam bi an |iberati on novenment. The event itsel fhad been deliberately kept
secret in order not to create an unfavourabl e atnosphere during her talk;
with the | eaders ol’ Zi nbabwe and Mbzanbi que, since the whol e purpose of

her visit to Nambia was to hold coniidential discussions with some nmenbers
of the South African cabinet concerning the processes towards Nam bi an

i ndependence.

Mm That cher has never had di scussions with the | eadenmhip of SWAPQO

despite the organi sati on being recogni sed by the United Nations Security
Council Resolution 435 as the sole and authentic representative of the
Nam bi an people. And although an inpression is often given that Ms

Thatcher is an honest broker in the regional conilict, her fairness has yet to be
denonstrated. Her current attitude to SWAPO shows that she adopts a
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v the a artheid regime and hol ds the

nmmxoi af ur fngvpmtanva in contetnnt. This can be

seen by her disregard of SWAPO as the | ogical countet-pohtical force to the
South African govemrent. During her discussions with the South al man

abi net in Nam bia. she is reported to have advised the UN Specutl
Reptuntative to Nam bia to request nore nmilitary aid and personnel from

the South African Defence Force in order to beef up the nmeagre UN | orees

and ensure the tunender of SWAPO conbatants and their transportation

outside of Nami bia to an area north oi the 16th parallel tn Angola. h .

Il M1 Thatcher believed her own propaganda tn 1979 about avtgg

i berated Zi mbabwe, then the Zi nbabweans in 198? do not regard her a; t e

I i berator ol Nam bi a. President Miugabe was | onhnght that bouthern A nca

was better understood by the African |eaders than by a British PnLne

M ni ster He inpressed on her, despite her reputation of stubbornness, t 1:
only uneuons by Britain and other Westem supporters at aparthettl Solutd
Africa could force Pretoria towards consider’tng abandoni ng the arm et
system Although Ms Thatcher went to Afnca arrogantly and wgl. rm

with a nmessage al ndy sent ahead of her for the newspapers to puis ft m

she woul d cone, to see and to conquer, she was not given an o.pportt.ult:d)’ (
| ecture the |l eaders of the Front Line States about the processes in Wi If Me):
thensel ves had been intimtely and consnstently involved whi ef ' rs

That cher was in Europe, thousands of kilonetres away fromthe A ncan

me. ' -. .

" mnent inde endence of Nam bia signalled

szinmsoi:;ut::: izethzlregion, mdiitions in which all the regiona

:Mmul d be resol ved by negotiation rather than by armed struggle. She

argued that the pnteueu | eading to N am bian i ndependnte cane abfut a;

a result of South Africa being given an opportunity to. fmiNmbt’'In. Sio:nth
not the Nam bian! freeing thenselves. It was therelore tune to gt: b n
Africa a chance, she said, since, according to her. South Africa as ee
isolated (or too long. Alter exuberantly beating Al ncan drums at the opening
0! a gold mine in Zi nbabwe. an exerci se which was essentially tneant to
pmmdei nilicent photo-opportunities for hone and European

oonum M she was told by President Robert Migabe that her anti-

ancduupnt gngnge on behal f of South Africa was unacceptabl ek N him

She was temmded’ by the African | eaders that the story 0 ant ts

i ndependence does not begin at the point of the meetings of the govtlenments
ol Angol a, Cuba. South Africa and the United States. Certain deve opnen

pl eaded t hese negotiations. The principal factor in those devel opnents was
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the struggle of the people ol Nam bi a under the | eadership of SWAPO. For

nore than 23 years the N ani bi an peopl e waged a war agai nst South Africa,

whi ch in conbination with mass actions and international pressures,

produced the situation where South Africa, much agai nst her own desires,

was unable to prolong the war. T he South Alrian army’s defeatat the battle of
Cuito Cuanaval e in Angola becane the linal straw in the inevitable change of
Nanmbi an policy. It is precisely this factor that Ms Thatcher pretended to
have forgotten. In other words, that if Namibia was to be free tonmorrow. it
was not because South Africa had had a change of heart but because South
Africa had been pressured to agree to the inplenentation of UN Security
Counci | Resol ution 435.

Leaders of the Front Line States took the opportunity to remind Ms

That cher that the problemof violence in the region is basically that of South
Africa s nmaking. The liberation nmoverment, including the ANC, has no
problemwi th the question ofnegotiations in principle. For decades the ANC
had, in fact, been calling on the South African government to see reason and
to resolve the problem of apartheid peacefully. The apartheid regi ne
however, had not responded honestly tothis initiative. South Africa has not
yet denonstrated its willingness to abandon the apartheid systemand its

i nherent doctrine of mass violence. "there was one | esson that the N ani bian
i ndependence processes had shown, argued President Migabe, it was that

only pressure could force the South African regime to consider the demands
of the oppressed people and the intemational community. |

On the other hand, Ms Thatcher’'s policy of patience with South Africa

had not yet given the African people a single practical denonstration of
somet hing new and positive. Her policy had not yet led to a single apartheid
| aw being repealed, it had not led to a single political prisoner being freed;
had not led to a single bantustan being dismantled. On the contrary,

pati ence with apartheid had only given the South African regime the much
needed opportunity to strengthen its repressive nmachinety.

On her visit to a Mdzanbiq ue refugee canmp in Malawi, Ms Thatchersaw



for herself the effects of South African support of the bandit novenents |ike
Rename, and she was forced to say: hljust want to get the message across to
whoever m ght be contn’buting to Renano that it is really not a politica
organi sation lighting for political ends. No one, but no one, should be
supporting them"

Ms T hatcher nust. even if it is for the lirst time in her political career

consi der that she might be wong and the African | eaders right. Ilher visits to
Africa are to be meaningful at all, it nust be because she is going there with a
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nodest political attitude, with a purpose to | earn, and none cone’ltke

Casaer, to see and to conquer. Gone are the days of the enperors. Atncan

| eaders do not come to Europe with the idea of instructing | eaders oi the
Etiropean Comunity about how not to resolve then: problens. Snch

behavi our woul d be frowned upon and perhaps even dism ssed. Equally, it is

time that Ms Thatcher disposaol her col onial hang-nps, and considers the

fact that she is not nore responsible for the econonies at Southern Alrica

i | democraticall elected | eaders and representatives of

nmrextt hese | eaders say, despite their know edge of the |ikely’

clients at sanctions on their economes, that they woul'ti prefer themas one o
the neans to bring South Africa to reason, then Ms | hatcher should listen

and learn well if she aspires to be a good student of Alrtcan politics.

ZAl RE: THE MOST CORRUPT RECORD I N
PQST- | EDEPENDENT QERI CA

WhenJonas Savi nmbi was interviewed by the Now 41lmmin MyChJ (189. he

said that one African |eader that he admres nmastitis Mobuto bese be 0, t 1:6
president at Zaire. That statenent al one gave an inportant clue aboutt e

ki nd of oountn/ Savinmbi would Iike Angola to be if he were to be incorporated
into government with his UNI TA bandits. Pres’idcntel vl obuto hastl bean
addressed by many nanes by his supporters. He is the Csre’at Guide . t e
"Oneal Redeener’, the "Father of Revolution" attd.many sim/lar rel erencels.
An insight on how President Mbuto roles Lane was reveal ed recent 2;

when the Bel gian financial daily, Financial Eltonomuclu thd publishe f
documents fromthe Belgian Mnistry of- F inance showrg details .0

Pm dent Mobuto's properties in Bel gium The net val ueof the propeities

showed President Mobuto to be richer than King Baudoutn of the Bel gi ans

in his own country. Eight of the properties are mthe nost expensive

| ocations. such as Avenue du Prince D Orange, Avenue Marechal Ney,-etc.

What angered the Bel gi ans was that President Mobuto hati not even’ paid

tastes for this property since 1984. Wen this was revealed in the Be gitan
parliament. the nmedia joined the |legislattves mgtving publicity to this
corruption. In the course of further investigations. the press revealed t at

i nstead of paying his taxes, President Mbuto hatl |inpoined by air Tc:

Bel gi um expensive F rench wine at the value of $14 nillion. "1 hiswas revel: |
by the custons otlicialt at the Gstend airport. The wre was priced at a ou
$100 per bottle.
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The Bel gian Mnistry of F inance docunent also listed other itens that had
been i nported by President Mobuto into Bel gium such as expensive

perfune, pink marble for one of his palaces in that country, the Chateau
Fond’ Roy, situated in a magnificent park at Uccle, antique furnitune and

ot her such itens. What was he doing with all this wine and perfume? The

near est answer that the Belgian media was able to cone to was to track the
beneficiaries of the perfune, about fifteen |adies with different surnames as
wel |l as one, a singer, called Tabu Ley. Sone of the material was ordered and
delivered at the prenises of his late uncle, Litho Mbothi Nyanyonbo, a

busi nessman who had houses in Avenue Brugmann and Avenue de | a Ranee.

Where was President Mbuto getting all this noney when the Zairean

economny was col | apsing and the population living in starvation? The answer
was given by the sanme M nisry of Finance docunent which revealed to the
Bel gi an parlianent that the forei gn exchange was taken by President

Mobuto and his close relatives fromthe Bank onaire. The document, which

by no neans systematically lists all of President Mbutols linancial exploits.
shows that in a period ol’less than ten years President Mobuto had taken into
hi s pocket and that of his extended famly a total anpbunt ol $20 mllion, al
appropriated from public funds.

This is not the first tinme that President Mbuto has been exposed for
corruption and ill-gotten riches. N ewspapers in France, Switzerland, Britain
and the United States have | ong shown how a counuy already in difficulties

in paying its debts has its | eader busy pocketting public revenue for persona
and famly use. Zaire, badly hit by falling revenues fromits main export,
copper, and plagued wi th m smanagenment and corruption, has a foreign

debt ol 'more than $7 billion and desperately needs |oans to keep its econony
alloat. Yet the available noney that is not used for personal consunption by
the president, is used in conpletely nonproductive schenes such as the
construction of stadiuns and the nodernisation of the nmlitary force.

NI GERI A:  NEW CONSTI TUTI ON ANQ THE CRQQTI QN

OF A SOCI ALI ST ALLI ANCE |,

I's the com ng denpcracy going to |last |ong enough to change the politica

i mage of Nigeria? This is what every N igerian seens to be asking as the work




of the constituent assenbly has now been conpleted and the new denocratic

constitution becone ready for pronul gati onJudged by its 19-79 predecessor

the cun’ent draft carries a nunber of clauses which, ilinmplenmented in both
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| eaerand apin’t. may begin to give Nigeria a conpletely dil Termt inmage irom
the succession of mlitary coups treat that have prevail ed snte

i ndependence.

Ni gen’ a, of couue, is no new coner to the promul gati on of new

constitutions. Since the colonial days, several constitutions have been
drafted. Between | 9" and 1922 was the first one. then it was substituted by
the diliord Constitution inmm 1922-1946. Between 1946 and the

| ndependent constitution in 1963 there were three other constitutiona

needl es. Then entered the pen’ od of the republics and the coups. The 1979
mmetitution. which was thought to be the final. and perhaps the best that

Ni gerians had drafted thensel ves, even had a clause that |imted the nunber

of ynol the had ofstate’s tenure in oll’tce, stating.according to Section 127
(2). that it shall be a lour-year two-termperiod. Yet the mlitary intervened
and acted over and above the constitutional provisions. The current draft
teatricu the tenute o! the head ofatate’s olftce even further. to a single six-year
turmonly, a period during which all projects enbarked upon are expected to
Theenti al yearis 1992, when President |brahi mBabangtda ts expected to

hand over power to a civilian governnent that .will. once again, nake an
attenpt to steer the country along a denocratic path. That is every reason
ithigen ana to loolt lozwatd to such an event. given the fact that the country
huhadm | i t arym ef or upnt wodecadaol i t swyear peri odof

i ndependence. .-

The new draft constitution stipulates. at least for the first tine. that
ntilituy intenention (or coup) thall not only be a punishable oilence butDiu

| eaders will alao be puniahable by | aw when they ultimately relinquuh

a.

p’' | zigerian Marxists pieced (tomthe fact that even if the mlitaty stage

anot her conme back. the Nigerian working clasa need: to be given a solid

| eadership by a Party that relies on Marxi smLeninismas its ideological guide.
For the é6mtine in nore than four decades of N gerian working class

novenent. a united Marxiat-Leniniat formati on has been createtl in

preparation for the comng clue bnttlea. It is the All-Niger’'ia. Soctahtt
Alliance (ANSA). Its aimis "to nobilise all genuine Mantisbl senmmtst patties
and groupe for the common political task of building a thenan aocxety

devoi dof al | f onsol expl oi t ati onof uunbyman’ . .

ANSA notes that in the past, Mndat-Leninist groups in Ntgena CXISICd in
isolation and at times even in utter contenpt of each other, even though in
many i nstanoea their programes and perspectives were simlar. This
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situation easily led to sonme sections the |left being used by the neactionaty
fonces to deatabilise or subvert other sections. whether in the trade union or
student novenent. ANSA. through its laid down rules and regul ations and a
code of conduct, strives to establish and maintain the highest possible |evel of
conr adeshi p among Marxi st groups. It is detennined to elimnate

personality rivalries and encourage group achi evenents.

Only in such a strong organi sation can the N igerian Manti atanobiliae and
educate the popul ar nasses and raise their scientilic socialist consciousness
towards political struggle for the advancenent of their material and spiritua
conditions of living. The ANSA, coning as it does in the period of

preparation for a new denmocratic life in Nigeria, correctly defines its task as
that ol upholding the general denopcratisation of Ni gerian society.

Nigeria is still being exploited by inperialism and for that reason the
nmasses of the working people need to be nobilised into an anti-inperialist
force that struggl es against exploitation of Nigerian |abour and wealth by
foreign powers. It is this anti-inperialist perspective that will gal vani se
greater forces in the country. led by the working class, agai nst neo-
colonialism ANSAls main task in this regard would be to rationalise and

har noni se all work-programes and resounces in a manner designed to

achieve nore fromjoint action, and so hasten, through the devel opnent of a
strong spirit of collectivismanong gnups, one viable political fighting force
capabl e of wi nning and retaining socialist denocracy in N geria.

Conmenting on the significance of the creation of this alliance. Conrade
Chris Abashie said that AN SA "is founded on the highest and |loftiett ideas of
Mar xi am Leni niam and all thoae who are in the alliance are bound by the
deepest conradely relation: - relations thatiahun aectarianilm persona

. anbition and all that are anti-Marxist."

SAHARAW : REALIT Y THAI CANNOT BE | GNORED

At the beginning of 1989 the | eaders of Al gen’a, Libya. Muritania. Mrocco
and Tuni sia signed an agreenent in the |Iouthem Mdroccan city of

Marrakesh that set up the Arab Maghreb Union (UMA). This new grouping

is intended to provide the basis for greater tegional econom c cooperation



and political stability. The two-day summit in Marrakesh set up a

per manent political structute under the treaty. although this was |ess
extensive than was originally proposed. Declarations were also issued on the
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openi ng of borders, the free novenent of people and the intra-regiona
exchange ol eunenei es. Then shall be a presidential council which will neet
every six nmonths, with the chair rotating anmong them and Ki ng Hassan of

Mn being the int. Only the presidential council of the union has the

power to take decisions on the basis of consensus.

According to article: 14 and 15 01’ the treaty, mny.oggression to which a
menber state is subjected will be considered as an aggressi on agai nst the

ot her menber states. Consequently, the menber states pledged not to

permt any aaivity or aiganisation within their territory that could hant the
security, territorial integrity or political system01 any other nenber states.
unwi se, nenber statet pledged to rdrain fromjoining any alliance or

mlitary or political block directed against the political independence or
mtorial integn'ty Ol the other nenber states.

Conspi cuously absent fromthis Union was the Saharawi Arab

Denocratic Republic (SADR). T en years :ago in 1979, Mauritania

renounced its claimto parts of Western Sahara and recogni sed the SADR

after Polisario lightersiinllicted defeat on the Mauritanian forces in severa
battles. What was left of the Saharawi territory was the part that is presently
still occupied by Mrocco. which pursues a policy of i Geater Mrocco".

1n approaching the problemthe United Nations passed Resol ution 40/50

(1985). 42/78 (1987) and 43/33 (1988) which was in line with the QAU

Resol ution AHG 104 (1983), all of which call for direct negotiations between
the Palisade Front and Montcn, and a eease-lire followed by a referendum

on self-detettmnation for the Sharawi peoplemthe only way to resolve the
guestion of decolonisation in the Western Sahara. The conllict in Wstern
Sahara is amally a conflict overidecol onisation. This fact was recently
recogni sed even by the European parlianment which voted in plenary

session on 15th March. 1989, that "the question of the Wstern Sahara is a
probl em of decol oni sati on which nust be resolved on the basis of the

i nalienable right of the Saharan people to sell-deternination and

i ndependence".

The right of people to telf-determnation is a fundamental right in

i ntenutional |aw and at such should be respected. It cannot be jeopardized

by any other principle. In the current climate of optimsmfor peace and
stability in the Maghreb | egion, this problemwnnot be ignored.

Ki ng Hanan ol Morocco has nade repeated statenments to the effect that

he woul d accept the result of a referendum even if it clearly favoured
Saharawi independence. In pursuit ofthis declaration, a neeting was held at
the begi nning of 1989 between Montco and the | eaders of the Polisario
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Front. but Mrocco has so far refused to set a date for the further tal ks which
were prom sed. The second neeting between Mrocco and the Polisario

Front, agreed by both parties and expected to take place before the Maghreb
summit at Marrakesh, never occured. SADR President aand Genera

Secretary of the Polisario Front, hanmed Abdel aziz, sent aletter to the

sunmmit in which he eitpressedtthe "Iw shes of theSADR that the occasion
shoul d be a success. "W took the decision," the letter said, utO observe a
mlitaw truce throughout February to contribute to the creation of

favourabl e conditions for the success of this summit. . ." |

In his letter, President Abdel aziz expressed hope that both the truce and

the nmeeting of the two belligerents would open the way, in a climate of tota
tttmidence. towards the building olthe Maghreb. within which all peoples of
the region. including the Saharawis. would lind their natural and legitinmte
pl ace.
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A G ANT' OF THE SOUTH

AFRI CAN REVOLUTI ON

i

By Ml anganyel wa Maphunephet he

On Novenber 26, 1988, Hasty Gnal a was rel eased fmm prison, after serving
11 years of a life sentence under the Terrorism Act. Conrade Gnal a has a
long and rich political histon/ which began in 1942. In that year in
Pietentan’ tzburg. whilst teaching. he came into contact with the ideal of
Mandsnouni ni am and j oi ned the Communi st Party of South Africa. In

1943 he started organising and ntruiting students into the CPSA. Anbng
those students two stood head and shoul ders above the others. They were
Mboaea Mabhi da and Anps Ngcobo. Both were brilliant students, but

Agripa dropped out and di sappeared fromthe political scene. Mses

Mabhi da went on to hold | eading podtions in the AN C, SACTU, Unkhonto

We Sizwe. and at his death was the General Secretary of the SACP

1n the sanme year Gwnal a was accused of teaching comuni smin schoo

and was arrai gned by the educational authorities. At that tinme the second
world war was in full swing and Gnval a spoke to the students about its origins,
causes and devel opnment. Mbses Mabhi da al ways recall ed the cl ear

expl anation: that Harry Gwnal a had gi ven them and how he had hel ped him

to understand the cam and the objectives of the second world war. The
clarity (or Mabhida cane because "it was explained fromthe Marxist-

| ani ni at point of view’
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A year later, in 1944, Gnala left teaching and i nmersed hinself in the
work of the trade union noverment. In that year he joined the ANC which

was being revived and regenerated in Natal. This was the period when the
youth were injecting a new energy and dynami sminto the whol e novenent.
While at first his political work was concentrated within the CPSA and the
trade union novenment. from 1944 he was actively involved in the inportant
and historic process of revitalising the ANC. During .this period his

i nvol venment was with the distributive, chenmical and textile workers and not.
at some have clained, the railway workers.

In 1948 Harry Gnal a took an active part in organising the ANC Youth

League in N atal. He was el ected vice-president, and MB. Yengwa provincia
secretary. Since that tine the two worked very closely together in the Youth
League as well as the nother body.

Harry Gnal a was actively involved in the work of the CPSA, ANC, and

trade union novenent. In the latter. he began working in the Rubber
Workers’ Union at Howi ck and the Minicipal Wrkert’ Union in
Pietermaritzpurg in 1950. As one of the |eading trade union organisers he
was deeply involved in the iormation of the South African Congress of Trade
Uni ons (SACTU). The foniation of SACTU was an inportant qualitative

devel opnent of the whol e | abour nmovenent. SACTU hel ped to inject a new
dynam c el enment into the broad struggle of the working class by helping to
ensure that this trade union novenent had its proper place theoretically and
in concrete practice in that struggle.

When the CPSA was banned in 1950. Gnala was |isted under the

Suppressi on ul’ Comruni sm Act and banned fora period ol'two years. At the
end of this period the banning order was extended. In 1952 he was charged
wi th contravening his banning order for participating in the activities of the
Rubber Workers Union. However, the prosecution |ost the case.

The banning order nmade it dincult for himto find ajob. But in 1954 he was
enpl oyed as a typist by the Edendal e hospital in Pietennaritzburg. A few
years |l ater he was dismi ssed for organising the workers in the one pound per
day canpai gn | aunched by SACTU

Harry Gnal a refused to be intimdated by the actions of the reginme or

enpl oyers. In 1961 he once nore becane involved in the activities 01 the
Rubber Workers’ Union. Once nore he was charged with breaking his

banni ng order, and again won the case.

Li ke so many of his conrades, Gnal a was detained under the notorious 90
days detention without trial law, in August 1963. The state accused hi m of
wor ki ng for the ANC underground. Two nonths |ater he was rel eased
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0 oo ey e
became the | Itate was unable to prove. its charges. H's freedom from

hmu’ nn was to last only a few nore nonths. In February, 1964 he was

mad ol funhering the ains of a banned organisation and of recruiting for
Unrkhonto W Szwe. He and hi: co-accused were found guilty and Injune

1 964 he was sentenced to 8 years |nprisonnent.

Fol |l owi ng his year: olinprisonment In Robben Island, he was restrlcted

to the area of .Pietennaritzburg and banned rfrom participating in any
political mmcs. On Robben Island Harry Gaal a was a tower of strength.

H : courage, fortitude and sharply analytical mnd were appreciated by al
hit inllow prisoners He woul d explain and anal yse political events and
devel opnent: with patience. nodesty and clarity. Hi s use at the Marxi st-
Leni niu net hodol ogy was mattterly.

Three years after hll rel eue he won once nmore downed and chanted with
furthering the ainms of: banned organiuttion and olrecruiting |’ or Urkhonto
We Sine. The other conrades who were charged with himwere: M

Meyiwa. Z. Ml al oae, A XabaJ. Nene. T. Magubane,j. Nduli, C. Ndl ovu

and w. Khanylle.

Except for Ndull and Ndlovu, all the other accused had al ready sewed

long term olinprinonnent on Robben Island. Nduli and N dl ovu had been

ki dnapped from Swaziland and. as in the recent case of Ebrahim were
illegally Arraigned before the coun and sentenced. In 1976 all the accused
np3 W Khnylle wene found guilty”. and Harry Gnala was given It life
sentence. Khanyile was later killed In cold blood by the racist arny In the
manure ol Matola, Maputo, In 1981. Harry Gnal a had recruited Khanyile

Into the trade uni on noverment, ANC and SACP. .

A teacher by profession. Gmnala Is a wonderful political teacher and | eader
He hel ped to devel op many revol utionaries, including the outstanding

| eader of the South African working class, Mses Mibhida. At the tinme when
he was still allowed to appear on public platfornms, Gmala showed that he was
a powerful public speaker. H: speeches were al ways enthusiastically received
and ultnul eted nmany peeple into political action. On many occasi ons when
Gnal a wu asked to Ipealt, A W Chanpion (Mhlathamyama). a former

| eader 0! the ANC In Natal. ned to shout at .the top of his voice, "lsando
Nui kel I* (hamer and sickle) thus indicating to the audi ence Gnal al s
political conmtnent and affiliation Il well as hls public speaking powers.

For him a revolutionary has to have acl ear perception of the world we |lve
In, and how to change It. He always teaches that one is a better revol utionary
I! one has a cl earand unambi guous understandi ng of the forces that stand for
opprel sion and exploitation In contrast to the forces that have the m ssion
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and ability to change the world. He Is, without a doubtl an outstanding
product and | eader of the South African revolutionary process. He is a giant
amongst giants in one of the nost conplex revolutions on the African
continent. Harty Gnal a ranks al ongsi de ot her |eading comruni sts

produced In our country. He is Indeed a tleterm ned and comm tted

revol utionary, blessed with an amazing political and theoretical depth and

clarity.
Whi |l st serving his lile sentence he contracted the notor neuronel di sease,
which is both painl’ul and debilitating. This Illness is a consequence of his

i mprisonnment. The apartheid regime bears responsibility for this as well as
for those sullered by Nel son Mandel a: and others. In fact, sone prisoners

have died as a result ollulling gravely ill whilst in prison

The racist regime was In the end compelled to rel ease hi mon Novenber

26, 1988. on health grounds. He is out ola small prison but is still in a large
prison __ South Africa Itsell’w battling to recover fromhis dillieult illness. ()n

his rel ease he was wel comed by hundreds ol ’ people. For the novenent, for
the toiling nmasses, Hariy Gmalu Is a great teacher, a lieree and

unconproni sing |ighter against injustice and exploitation and a courageous
| eader who never shirked his duties and responsibilities.

The raci st regi me has wounded one of our bravest warriors. But he
continues to light and the struggle goes on. Qur friends and allies Il’'|l the
international comIlullity should intensify their all-rouud support for our
struggle. Let their voices be heard!

Rel ease all South African political prisoners and detai nees!

NOW

Uncondi tional | y!
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30th Anniverggx of The Afgg’ an Communi st

"THE AFRI CAN

COVMUNI ST"

AN | NDI SPENSABLE

RESOURCE

By Saradar Pillay

Ann activist at the man denocratic novenent for the last ten years, | wouid
like to expect- nmy idea: on why the ACit an indi spensable resource ior
mlitenu of the man denocratic. national |iberation and working chm
novenent .

I aman Indian (mMma mddle-class famly. My first exposure to politics

cane froman uncle who was involved in the Congress novenent. Because of

the victories in Angola and Mdzanbi que, the Soweto upnsing of 1976, and
I[lood mMiel work in the |ate seventies, ny political interest devel oped into
acu’ ve participation. The catalyst to ny invol verent was the 1980 school and
uni versity boycott. These intense battles strengthened nyuconmitne’ nt,

br oadened ny experience and gave nme the feeling that | had graduated to
becone an 'activist’. .

Groned in the Congress tradition, | learnt about its long history, the

ANC and the Fnedom Charter. Whilst a student | had only acquiredh

general undentend’ mg of Mantiam aocialitm the national denocratic

revol ution and the need to organise and nobilise the people. At that time ny
political involvenment was based on an enotional commitnent to the struggle
(not a bad thing as long at it is not the only reason) and | acked a proper
theoretical backing.
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A qualitative leap in my political devel opnent came an e consequence of
acquiring a scientific understanding of the world. how to ehenge it. the
nature of South African society, the theory of our revolution. our

organi sation and dynami cs of social change. "

This leap was greatly assisted by the African Conmuni stand other materials
fromthe SACP. My first contact with the A C was the panphl et "Phil osophy
and C ass Struggle" by Dialego. It gave nme a theonetical foundation and

i ncreased confidence in nmy political work. In the early eightiea | few of us
fornmed a disciplined discussion group. The studying and reading at the A C
hel ped to deepen our understanding of the struggle and in many ways

directly ahected our organisational work. Apart from providing us with

much needed theoretical nourishnent, the AC hel ped us to defend the
novenenti s position fromthe attacks of the ultra-leftists who reject the

| eadership of the ANC and SACP. I n particular, our group benefitted from
the Marxist-Leninist analysis of Colonialismof a Special Type, the strategic
obj ectives of the national denocratic revolution, current devel opnents at
hone and abroad. The strong sense of intemationalism pronoted by our

journal helped us to I earn from other peopl est experience and broadened our
pet specti ves.

The AC has a veiy inportant role to play in developing the politica

consci ousness of our cadres. Qur struggle for a non-racial, denocratic and
non-expl oitative society requires the theory and practice of Marxism
Leninilm . |

My experience shows that activists in the man denocratic novenent

need to have a sound theoretical knowl edge if they are to play their role
adequately. For this purpose, the ACis an indispensable resource. The AC
has proved to be a useful organiser and teacher. Using the AC, our group

| earnt a great deal about criticismand self-criticism strategy and tactics of
our revolutionary alliance, nature and character of apartheid South Africa,
the rich traditions and history of our national |iberation and working class
nmovenent and conmuni st discipline, norality and ethics. ’

At a personal |level, the AC has hel ped ne to devel op a strong sense of
international solidarity. It enabled me to understand that | ampart of an

i nternational novenent that is actively working to change the world and

make it a better place for all

F uture A C articles could deal with the political devel opment and maturity
of individuals - that is, howto be a good revolutionary. A purpose of the
sci ence of MarxismLeninismis to enhance the quality of our practice and
provi de a good exanple for othert to foll ow
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CONTRADI CT I|ON S I N ACHEBFJS SOCI AL REALI SM AND

H' S POLI TI CAL ATTI TUDE

Anthill o of the Savannah, by Chi nua Achebe (N geri a:

Hei nenmann Educati onal Books Ltd., 1988)

This |l atest product from Achebe’'s witing mll is a significant departure from
his earlier works. Like these works, particularly Things Fall Apart, No Longer
At Eauand A Matt of (It: People, it is the story of Africa (or a part of it - Nigeria)
at a certain stage of locio-political devel opment. However, it dillers
signiiicantly | mmthese works because it not only attenpts to show the
contradictions in a neo-colonial African society which Kangan -- the

i magi nary Mh’'can State which CIl'I'ICl the burden of the story in Anthillt -
representn, but also given to ut a glinmpse of how Achebe think: our society
can (or cannot) achieve genuine liberation. (This, of course, is in spite of hi
strong belief that an artist has no busi ness naking any prescriptions about
how soci ety should be run). Indeed, Anthill: is signilicant to us because by
recordi ng what we can call Achebe’s phil osophi co-ideol ogical testanment, it
provi des an occasion for the continuation of the debate on what should be the
nature of the politics of African |iberation. '

But, while we may congratul ate Achebe for this neMIeIenent in his artistic
output it does not appear that we can say that he has explored the idea on

whi ch hi s phil osophi co-ideol ogi cal testament is based - the idea of hA New

Radi calismi -- with sullicient rigour
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Anllu' Ib is the stow of an imaginary African state - Kangan. This story
revol ves around three principal characters -- Sam the president, Chris

Oiko, the Mnister of Information and | kem Csadi, the liety poet and
journalist. These are the three characters (the "three green bottles") whose
views and activities constitute the |lens through which we see the
contradictions in Kangan society. For instance, Chris Oiko gives us an

insight into the precarious nature of the nmilitary government that had taken
over power fromthe civilians in Kangan when he wote ol H's Excellency. the
Head oi’ State thus:

Hi s Excell ency canme to powerw thout any preparation for political |eadeiship -- a
fact which he being a very intelligent permm knew perfectly well and which
furthernore. should not have surprised anyone. Sandhurst after all did not set
about training ollicen to take over the majesty’'s throne but rather in the high
tradition of proud al oolness frompolitics and public al Tairs. T herefore when our
civilian politicians got what they had conming to them and | anded unl oved and
unnour ned on the rubbish heap and the young Arny Commander was invited by

the even younger coupl makemto beconme Hi s Excellency the Head of State he had
pretty few i deas about what to do. And so, like an intelligent nman, he called his
in"ends together and said: 'Wat shall | do? (p.12.)

Any keen observer of the nature of many of the mlitary coups (barrack
revolts?) in Africa, or at least in Nigeria, wuld adnit that this provides an
adequate characterization of one of the contradications in contenporary

African societies.

Al so, I kemgives us an insight into the Iow level ofpolitical consciousness of
the peopl e of Kangan when in his response to questions. after the public

| ecture at the University of Bausa (Chapter T welve), he inforns us of the
econom stic nature of trade-union consciousness in Kangan and the

inability of students, who are supposed to be active participants in the
struggle for social change, to rise above the problens of society -- ethnicity,
religious intolerance, el ectoral nerchandising and so on. |ndeed, he

captures the essence of this lowlevel in the political consciousness of the
peopl e when he descri bes them as upeopl e who | aughed blatantly at their

own humliation and nurder" (p. 41).

However, while Achebe is able to give a realistic portrayal of the
contradications in Kangan society, his ahistorical and subjectivist approach

to socio-political analysis appears to have militated against his being able to
see the kind of things that the resolution of these contradications would
require.
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i , thmu h Ikem tells us -- and we agree with him?7’

diftthlelminme (haw. the m h' stuy governnent in Kangan is to be located in
"the failure of our men to reestablish vital inner links with the Poor and

di spossened of this country, with the bruised heart that throbs painfully at
the cote ol’ the nation’s being’ (p. 92), yet he does not ask why this is so.
Wueas if he had eonsidend this question, he woul d have been able to see

the Woonjunctute that has generated, is generating, the kind of

| eadenhip we have in AM And ifhe had seen this, hew’iuld have seen the
diliicultiel involved in talking of politics and | eadership 'In Al nca w thout
maki ng relerence to the structural |ink between ttnpenalism and

neoool onialism O coune if he had seen this connection, it wotild not have
been dil hcult for himto see that the probl em of Kangan soclety is essentially
that ol’ the system not that ol "a basic human failing that may be all evnated by
a good spread of a general political experiencen (p.39) whose devel opnent: |IS
gradual . Finally ilhe had seen this, he would have seen that revolution, rat e:
than teform is lithe npbst promising route" to socw change in a neo-colonia
nmsngsoci o-political testanent, encapsulated in | kem s concept

ol” A New Radicalism is faulty because it is not based on any entlunng senl se
of him Hence. despite the fact that he is able to identify, quite correct vy,
some of the contradictions in a nmolonial Alricanisociety, he has not been
able to give us an adequate charactetization of the kind of interplay of forces
that can lead to the resolution ol’these contraditions. Stnall wonder then that
he ends up recomrendi ng a socio-political practice ---1 Benstei man

[ donn’nm -- that can only consolidate the vely contradictions whose

decisive nolution is one of the essential ingredients of the achievenment of
genuine liberation in a neo-colonial society |like Kangan. _

Yet. this is not the only result of the |ack of an endunng sense ol’ histow i nf
Adi ebe’t | ateat work. We have another outconme of this lack in his Views 0
struggle. Heme (pp.123-124). Achebe nmakes a" distinction between those who
sound the battle-dl’ uns of nevol ution. those who wage the war and those who

tell the Italy afterwards. But we find this distinction between aspects of the
struggl e sonehow supedicial. Historically. it is not justified. Those who haye
pl ayed serious mea in sounding the battle-druns of revol ution have, tn

nmany cases. been active participants in the waging of the war itself.

But this distinction is not only hulty historically. it ts also conceptually
tinutialactoty. For if a stony. essentially at 1lmmthfe thw nmhzxzcola:

| P

apnenoe, whet her peuonal or commum . | uses
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that we can tell an adequate story w thout being actively involved in the
pntess of its generation. Indeed, there is no way the inpression or

experi ence which gives birth to the story can be fully registered without active
participation in the struggle, i.e. the event. So if our story is to be genuine, if it
is to teach us and our children the right I essons. then it has to How fromthe
weal th of experience we have acquired as participants in the war. not as
sanitized obsewers. And. we believe, it is because nany African story tellers
have been nere observers of the war, not participants, that they have not been
able to tell stories which can teach the right | essons and prepare the ground
for genuine liberation.

On the whole, we want to say that sone of the |laws (substantive and

formal) in Achebels Antlu |llr- for exanple the ending of the novel appears to
us forced - are closely connected with the contradictions we notice, to use
Ngugi | s words, iibetween the social realismofthe rellected i nrage on the one
hand and the wei ght and synpathies or the conscious attitudes to what is
reliected".’” This, we suggest, is the case because Achebcls synpathies are yet
to be fully for the oppressed people, in the struggle for African Liberation.
A usegun d adi po

Depart nent of Phil osophy

Uni versity of | badan

NOTE

. Ngugi W Thiong O Convenation on nThe Role of Culture in the African levolution’
The African Conmunal, Number "3, Second Quarter, |1988. p.44.

M

AN OVERSI MPLI FI ED APPROACH .

w

South Africa: What Lies Ahead? by Boris Asoyan. (Mscow

Novosti Press Agency Publishing House, 1989.)

The aut hor of this book has spent many years in East and Southern Attica as

a Correspondent oi the NM Ti mu magazi ne. He has al so published many

book on the problens of present day Africa. | will review this book and al so
trier to an article he wote for the inlluential journal. International Affairs



Nunber 9, 1988, which is provocatively entitled "Time to Gather Stones
Toget her| .
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The book and the article gives sone indication of the thinking of sone

Sovi et academ cs who may well iniluence the thinking ofthe Foreign Aflairs

M nistry. Wat inpact such,thinking will have on the Soviet view of our

conduct of the struggle against the apartheid regime is of interest to us. This
becormes nore inportant given recent speculations in the bourgeois nedia

that the Soviet Union is beginning to nove away fromits support for arned
struggle in favour of a peaceful political solution, i.e., negotiations.

The View fromthe Luger

Asoyan attenpts to outline the state of affairs in South Ai'’rica at the noment.
He first tries to explain the histny of white dom nation and the ascendancy of
the eriltaner’ Nationalist Party as the governing patty in South Africa’s
parliament. He tries to explain what he sees as the nentality ol Al'rikaners. A
mentality inculcated in themby their |eaders:

Its leaders | xe always preferred to keep ol d wounds open, thus keeping every
Afri kaner ever-ready for battle. Beginning in childhood they prepare himfor
isolation. inculcate in himthe idea that Ihe is) are surrounded by enem es - and
not only in lhis owl country. but worldw de. Inside this besieged fortress, which
many Afrikanen Itill believe to be inpregnable, tales are told about hchosen
peopl e’ -- lummnol k. about the invincibility of the white man. It was in such an
at nosphere that Afrikaner nationalismwas forged, and this nationalism
eventual |y devel oped into one ofthe world's nobst acute conilicts. And it is to their
| eaders, the keepers of the sacred racist ideology, that the Afrikaners owe South
Africa's being a world outcast for the |ast several decades. (p.15).

F urther explaining the mentality of the Alrikaners, he says that the doctrine

of the superior "predeternined racell in which all other nations of the world
are inferior, forns pan of the hreal’ Afrikaner. And not only are other people
inferior, they are also enem es: henem es are everywhere. one has to be

vigilant and ready to strike first" (16). The Afrikaners proudly consider
thenselves the iwhite tribe of Africa, deternmined to stay in Africa because
they have no other hone to go to (16). ' | ' , 4

He di scusses the white political panics and the various struggles they are
involved in to maintain or reformwhite mnority rule. On the side of the

forces of liberation, Asoyan shares the opinion that the ANC is hthe | eading
force of the liberatiori process" (48). He explains the existence of the Freedom
Charter which he calls hthe main docunment of the African Nationa

Congress" (8). In this connection, he says that uMst blacks do not consider
whites to be racists or enenmies. Even in periods of violent reaction and
abstruseness the blaclt majority | eaders have enphasi sed that they are
struggling not against the whites, but against the unjust social system. . . ."
(3).
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He devel ops this non-racialismof |nost blacks to conclude that blacks

generally have the follow ng vision of a free country. "They seeit as being

born as a result of a long and hard struggle which will free the nation 1?, 1 wll
deal Wth this usage ofnation below fromthe evil olthe apartheid system and

| ay down the foundation ofa unified state, (8). However he says. there are

sone bl acks who do not want the fundamental change that many are |ighting

lor given the present benelits that they enjoy as a result of the apartheid
system Anongst these bl acks who do not want change, he lists the m ddl e-

cl aas who take very little interest in the political scene. the blaclt bourgeoisie
those in the arnmy, police and | ocal authorities. T hese he calls the Iright wi ng:
ol the blaclt popul ation who "woul d prefer to preserve the currentstatus quo

| or the sake of their own prosperity" (84))

t

A M sreadi ng of the Forces

Asoyan tends to over-sinmpliiy and generaliseclass queStions thus ending

tip Wth inaccuracies. Wiilst it is true that not all black people arein favour of
| undanental transiortntion, it is incorrect to |unp together all iniddle and
upper class blacks as being against |iberation and thus satisfied with the
present statos quo. Wthin the various classes in the black community are to

be lound dtilering political perspectives on the question of fundamenta

change.

There are | national denbcrats’ as well within the black niddl e and upper

classes in South Africa. Contradictory as their relationship my be with the
main iorce for liberation (i.e., the blaclt working class), nmany ofthem can be
classtlied as broadly anti-apartheid and a signiiicant and inllucntia

percentage ol 'themidentify thenselves with the Freedom Charter. After al

the F reedom Charter does |prom sel some formof private enterprise in the

pout - aparthei d period.

_ The thene ol ' Asoyanls book is to sketch a scenario for the future: hence the




title of his book. He sets out this scenario as follows: "At the present tinme all
the roads leading to South Alricals future seemto be obscured by cl ouds
i whose rose lining resenbles the col our of blood nore than that of calm
sunnme. Too nuch pain and hatred has been accunulated in the nation |see
bel oWl split by the apartheid regine for the situation to change wi thout any

Vi ol ence or destruction . . . No one knows when the main battle will take place
or howlong it will last, whether the sides will-nmeet at the battlefield or at the
hegoti ati ons table. But no one has any doubts that the main battle is
[ mmnent” (7).
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., lusume that by ibattlefteid Asoyan is referring to armed struggle buLwith
a conception of some kind of mlitary overthrow (toppling) oi the apartheid
tente. Negotiation is clear. In this conplex situationythere me those who
"ugue he says. for "an 'all-onnothing approach. These Asoyan calls the

"South African extremsm (7). Unfortunately he does n tell us clearly who
these political groupings are. He nentions the AWB of Terrebi anche and

"eone’ unspecilied black let’'t extrem sts. He should have specified these |eft
extrem sts for the benefit of the reader.

He sees an increased hpohtrisation of the torces in the white comunity"”

whi ch Denects the deepening crisis. Accordingly, " the ruling class is no |onger
capabl e of leading the countty." There is a tdeadlock” (I |). Conconitantly

with this crisis of the ruling class and the unwillingness to disnmantle
apartheid. has been the ANC s bhi gh degree of responsibility" in resolving
the crisis. But the white comunity has rejected all legitimte demands

made by the liberation novement and the internutiotieleomunity (I|2).

- 1b make mattenunore conplicated, the nmnon ty has concentrated al

powerin its own hands a’'nd-has refused to accept the idea of giving tip esten
pmofits privileges; . ." (13).Despite this concentrated power of the niinonty,
Asoyan correctly notes the schismthat has energed in the iornerly

nmonol ithic-1ike Al rikanerdom That today there can be Al rikaners who dare

to hold neetings with the ANC is indeed a significant political devel opnent

whi ch cannot be ignored.

He cited specific developnents in this direction to illustrate his point about
di vi si ons anongst Afri kaners. Significandy, the energence of prom nent

Af ri kanen such as Prof Sanpi e Terrebl anche and |ike-ninded Stell enbosch

academ cs. Wllemde Kierk (brother of PWde Kierk) former Editor of the

i nnuential Afrikaner newspaper Rapport and other iinew Natsv is . of

par amount i nportance to the possible scenarios for the future (45-6). He
singles out for praise the neeting in Dakar in_| uly 1987 between the ANCrd
the group of Afrikanem organi sed by | dasa.

t AQuestionoi’ Peace .0! . .’

Aeoyen uyt that there is no doubt that teventually apartheid WII collapse . |
there thlt with him But centrtil to the book is it tlirtntton with the nodality of
this icollepteh of apnheid. On the back cover oi’'the book, Asoyaii is quoted

a saying that ."South Al bina has not lost its chance for a peaceiulnstilutton
yet'f. This is key to hit scenario. He is unhappy to see what he calls viol ence
continuing in the region. | assume that he is referring to two types ofvm ence
here: the state of violence of the apartheid regine and the arned struggle

66

waged by the liberation novenent. He says that this escal ati on of viol ence
Mmoul d greatly endanger universal peace".(79):

That being the case, (and this is central), it beconmes iiso irnpomnt to step
up the March for ways of reaching a political settlenent to the conHict, to

di splay a new way of thinking, a way of thinking which corresponds to the
realities of today" (79). The realities of today of course nmeans in this
connection, the solution ofregiom| couilicts by negotiations. To enphasise
this point, he says, ano matter how pol arised these positions lie, those held
by the apartheid supporters and those by the black majorityl’ m ght appear
there is a grow ng understandingin both canps that conpromi se is possible

and inevitable". (79). * * "t i ' '~
Certainly the liberation novemrent has indicated on nunmerotis occasions
its willingness to find a "political solution? to the boniiict. The main’ obstacle

within it the apartheid regime. Evidence from South Africa indicates the
"unpreparedness oi’ the apartheid state to lind a peaceful political solution
Repression, , banning of political opposition, execution of nilitants,

i mprisonnent and detention ol’scores ol aativists, and so on, all point to the
unpr eparedness ol 'the state to negotiate. The N utionaiist Party is determn ned
to hang on to power.

In this context. Asoyan’s views on the relationship between wars of

i beration and worl d peace are worrying. Asoyan seens to reduce the

i beration struggle to some nuisance factor in the international |ight for
peace. This is unacceptable as opt! wanpfiiberation is a part of the struggle for
worl d peace. i 4

Unfortunately anong sone politicziit conmentators there is ver little
under st andi ng oi the Coigniahsmof a Special 'Fy e (CST) which obtains in

South Africa. It is usugllyttaken for granted that e cause of the conllict in
South Africa is traciai inequality". yet thaw, hot the cage, There are many
cases globally where iaitialiiieqtialities exist but not tolth’ opxtent which one
sees in South Africa. The historical dispossestion of the African people by

i nperialismand the contjnued denial of their sellldetetm nation cannot be
equated to a iracial problem. The institution of a hnew i colonial context



through the Union of South Africa in 1910 and the Republic later on,

br ought about the special formof colonialismin South Africa. CST is
therefore the basis upon which the oppressed in South Africa are engaged in
a war of |iberation.

Asoyui fs luck oliappi’eciution ol’ CST | eads himto a m sunderstandi ng of
the national question in apartheid South Africa. For him there is a nation
already formed in South Africa. He refers for exanple to the apartheid

67



systemtcan’'ng the nation apart (7). H: also talks of I hc prevalent view

amongst bl acks being that aidcnocratic South Africa will cone about as a

mu)! A a hand arugula which will Ire: the nation" (8). An Indication O thc

anal : nation themand thcrcforc a conclusion II111t the conlllct Il il "CINIl Warm
In Il1l: Timw Gat hcx Sunmp! Touthct’. 'Asoyan cones close to accspllng

thn many nations thesis. - | ..
HAWM quql, 1 hgcforc, Apoyan inplicti a one nation thcslll and on tho ol hplr

atinny nations lhemh This Il1l bpcause he does |Inot wptcaal c and
understand CST. Thu; In anaiyzing the oontcnporaiy static ol cnnilict And
Its possible nolution Mrill inevitably gane to cutain wgong conci ugt pm

Thi s book gives sone Insight into the "new thinking that Is going on
amongst nelin Soyllct experts"” on Sollth Attica and the liberation struggle.
This cab for a nmgr; vigorous apprnmh by our revolutionary allianco to
uplaln to thaw plzoplc our pqgsltion, perspective, analysis and stntcgy and
tactics, We should engage Wconraqcs. Il conradgly CllIIBIIISIAIl and

W: .. . ..,
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Dear Cornnadcs, . |

Pl ease accept cu; heartfelt glcctlings for UN year 1989, 4nd aiso w sh you
new advances ammtcssqs in your just strogglc Ivhich we always have It

at our thrt. | . |

We would like to convey you (all the cditotial and publishing stafis ol
SACP press) many thanks. for your oifcring oi SAC? publications, such as
7h; African Comuni st, Umt nbima and others that we havq received from
you. '1 hey are really invalupblc Icaching materials to our party Cadrczl
and people lighting lor national soverc’mty and dgnocracy, as well as ;
social progrcsii. '’

Wthout overstating it, we havc rcggpcd the SAC? press, notably the
above nentioned periodicals, as of thetfarxist- Lcninist political school
enbodyi ng the vcry rich experience of the inherent struggle of the Soth
Al rican working days and people, a: wcil as the entire African continent
I i beration novenent, and | hentlical and net hodol ogi cal gui dance of the
genuine national |iberation novenents and socialist objectives ained at

t he i ndi spensabl e social emanci pati on on our continent, and the world
over -.1 I .1 . .11
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THE Pitfrero PONER

Progmi’ i e at the South African

Comng t Party adgpted at the

7t h ngggegg, 1989 ;t 4.: i |

Ol- .0, L0 -W

I r ,Hm

| NTRODUCTI ON

The W of achieving a nevolutionny break- -th rough In South Africa

are grew today dag ewbefore In oull history. The gpartheid reginme faces
an all- wound crimwhigh nmults fmm out- broad revol utionary of fensive,
together with the intotnnLthtrddictions anmong the rulers. "1 he crisis of
raci al tyranny cannot be resolved. except by the revolutionary trans-
tonnnti on of our countly ,

Thenattonal |iberat’tgn ohgm sled by Q eAfncan National Congress In

nevol uti onuy alliance with the vanguard workers’ party -- the South African
Conmuni gt Peny .. end the South Afncan Congress of’ | rade Unions. It’ Is a
nati onal liberation struggle that conbines many mass denocratic

contingentsh- the yputh, wonen, students. civic and others - and the trade
uni on novenent. .. - -

The nobilisation. mutton and unity In action of this large front of

fame- has swept into _ev’'ely coner of our country, into the factories,
townhi ps. schools. gndt’iural villages. Qur struggle is known through the
world stin’tng freedombving people In every country. The building of this
brgd front of forces inside and outside ngr countly has been the greatest
achi evenent of our struggle.

The Conmmuni st Party of South Africa, the first Communist Party on the
African continent, watt formed on july 30 1921. Qur Party was rooted In
South African struggles, and in socialist organisation: and socialist thinking
whi ch had existed in various forns since the turn of the centuly. The
(ormation of our Party was also directly inspired by the Bol shevik Patty of

Lenin, and it: venguatd vole in the world | lint proletarian sociali st
revolution in Russia, the Geat October Revolution of 1917.

O

72

One of the lirst attacks by the Nationalist Party regine on the people’
ri ghts was the Suppression of Conmuni sm Act of 1950, which banned the
Communi st Party of South Africa. ThiS-attack was the begi nning of an
assault on the whol e denocratic nmovenent. In the 28 years before its
banni ng the Comuni st Party had played a pioneering role in rooting the

theory and practice of Marxi smLeninismin South African soil. In South
African conditions this neant, above all, playing a | eading role in building
the national |iberationnmuvenent. Party nmenbers al so played: |eading role

in organising black workers into the trade uni on novenent,

It was no accident that the apartheid regine nade this Party and the |deas

and practice of MarxismlLeninismits iirst target. Comuni sm stands for

the direct opposite of apartheid colonialism Conmuni smstands for the

rights of the workers and oppressed peopl e,.against all forms of racism
privilege, colonialismand exploitation. Comuni sm stands for peace,

freedom denocracy, national independence and social progress.

The banni ng of the Comuni st Party and the persecution of individua

conmuni sts have proved incapabl e of destroying us. Wthin a short time

alter the banning and dissolution of the Party, underground gruups of

conmuni sts were formed in several centres. |1l L953 the tint underground

conl erence of the Party under its new name. the SOUTH AFRI CAN

COMMUNI ST PAR 1'Y, was held. . |

Today the iniluenee and prestige ol’the South Ah'ican Conmuni st Partytii.
greater than at any tinme in its history. Although it has been forced to operate
in the underground (or nearly forty years, our Patty is one ofthe main pillars
of the national liberation nmovenent. The principles, the strategic objectives,
and the organi sational approach which our Party pioneered fromthe 19208

have nme to be wi dely accepted anmong the broad nasses within our

countty. 4m -

1n the decisive period ahead, the SACP has a crucial role to play in the
nobi | i sing, organi sing and ideol ogi cal devel opnent oiiall contingents in our

I levol utional lyl struggle, and in particular the South African working class.
The struggle for national |iberation, tho destruction ofaol oniah’ sm of:

special type and the transition to socialismin South Africa requin: a
vanguard Marxi st- Leninist party capable of providing a highly disciplined

0l ganiaation and the guiding light 0! a scientilic socialist outlook grounded In
South Ain' can realities. , I I , I, , ,

In 1902 the South Airican Comuni st Party adopted its programe"”



u | he Road to South Alrican F reedont. | he 1962 progranmohas made an
indelible contribution to the scientiiic analysis of the situation in
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South Africa, and to practical revolutionary work for national liberation. it
has proved to beamsjorguiding |light over nore than a quarter ofa century of
magic. inlpiling the work of party and non-party mlitants alike.

:But after 27 years then: have been mmjor changes in the world, in our
region. and within South Africa itself. The deepening crisis of racial tyranny
in our country and the great wave of nass stnggl es over the | ast decade have
brought our inmedi ate goal much closer, and they have introduced a wealth

of nolutionaty experience. The period ahead til pregnant wth

tevol uti omuy potential and chall enges.

In this pmgramme the South African Comuni st Party anal yses the

fundanental featum of South African society and considers the main
characteristic: 0! the present international situatipn and of the region in
which we live. It puts forward our strategic approach to the struggle to end
nui anal oppression and, to advance to socialism with the ultimte objective
of building comunismin South Africa. It outlines the main tasks of the

Mhni at-1tniniu vanguard party of the working class, and the i mediate

path to power in the national denocratic revolution. v. 4t

TheContmunilt Party in the |eading political force of the South Afn’can
wor ki ng clue Together with our allies in the liberation from headed by the
ANC, our immediate aimis to win theobjectives of the national denocratic-
revol uti on, whose main content is the national |iberation of the African
pwple in particular, and the black people in general, the destruction of the
econom ¢ and political power o(the racist ruling class, and the establishnment
of one united. non-radul, denmocratic South Africa in which the working

class will be the dominant force. _ ,. i. u't

The Conmmuni st Betty has no interest: separate fromthose of the working
peopl e. The Communi sts are mm and daughtent of the people, and share

with themthe overriding necessity to put an end to the uutiering ttttd

hum liation of apartheid. The destruction of colonialismend the w nning of
nati onal freedomis the essential condition and the key for future advance to
the supreme ai mof the Communi st Patty: the establishnent of a socialist.
South Attica. laying the foundations of a classless, communi st society.

it )1

1. |E WORLQ My QLQTI ONAR! PRQQES& t, . H

The revol utionary struggle in South Africa is part ofanorld revolutionary
process whosenai n tendencyis the .uahsition fromcapitalismto socialism
from societies baudw exploitation to a new world free pt" exploitation and

opptwi onhyzwh . ....t .. .. m. h. w
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t - 't . . . Yent? alt;aht
socialism _. lorlthe ghegiance of humankind; V VI 9 P, ng and,
o nore and nore pcoPLCts taking thg path to Sopial -Pr98rcss;g
Othe struggle gt the newiy liberated O Met f " * 1
developnent; . . i "1 '9 UP H h 02 genui ne. depcnden

e the sttqggle for the Iine; liquitiation Aofthe’ poltthiaiiaystem
t Qur peyed tsqglsti one in which the who); gf hunenkind feces prbblcnms thitl
ennanger the vetwtwiv'nl. Mtut’ sharedm ant., Thc threat 0! nuclear war the
etttttttttuphic pt’'thcns of the ,devcl oping cguutries. luch’u debt. |’ ani nehnd
di sease. all ttll’ect, directly and, indirectly, the highlyl industrialised and
devel gptttg eppntnies zthke. These p_robl engkcqgire the broadest internationa
eqroperetton for their resqutttipn. Wile such broad co-eperatign i S Absol utely,
i mperquvet the onlygttktranteeof a lasting splution to these enblens hes with
t he deepeni ng athd gonsohdation Q" the main historical tendeney cifour epgch
n-;the traneition fromeapitplismto socialism . t

Thts WN tepgeney qf world devel opnent does not take pl ace w t hout
dithqulttes. Although inperialismhas |ost power over fully pne third of
humanity now in socialist cpuntries, although it has lost ittt colonial enpires
and undergone serious crises, it remains a powerful hnd dangetous eneny of
sot’tel pt'ggtese. | nits attenpt to reverse the mai nrend of worid devel opnent
and to recaptuxe the historical initiatiyve, inperialismtelies onits still yast
echtiome, pelitigal, culttiw andmlitarx |resounes. e

| hetgrgwtntg instghility fgnd integual crisesiof nptiernlcapitalismdu not
IW to .tttautttttt gtttc cqgllayse, 1n the present period a nutpber offeatures have
enabl ed tinternational capital to prolong its existenceiqu deitiit its end. A
maJor imrif’'c. and . tpchnol ogige), revolution is pceurnttg in both the
gttivani ced soctghst and tzupitphtit cpuntriett.,In the eapitaliut countriqgsithit

31"!'th land tgghnul uui cul tipytilution has greatly accelerated | the

t: 114 ta tsattgn an concet ration of 2 ital. ' | [
gintttrftuunatiunaitrot’ poi’htinm MPt Md HPUFM 00 the 810W! 0!
1 In the 080% | msnptignal corporations accounted for overone-third ofal’



I hftapllaiw world s manufaqgtttripg output, noreithan gne-halfol’its foreign-
tragic, and 1Q tip tt) Qou/p of new hardware and technol ogy patents. This high
| evel egf t entrghpatton enables. inpetialismto manipulate material, financi al
and. httntah resources throughout thgnonzsncialist worldm New ceptres-df

gapttal aeeunul gtion hqye been opened up in Latin Arneriea and the F at East.
Pur sui ng maXi nttm grofus, the transnational corpotrations are hble' to

api ept pronptly to changi ngeonditiong in themarkethshifting their atctivities
from WWA? Eounwu 4P9 tram one branch 0! prpduaion :0 #thhcn 10 .
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the’ pntese they cl ose dosvnt hundveds of factories, reduce production and

enpl oyment possibilities, and ridemughshod hver the hitcrests and | Well -
bei ng of working peopl e thrdughdurihe bapitallst Wrld. * ' 1i

"Hi e mmmati bnal i dorporari bh’stare the sheektforce of'r’teo-monialismin

the devel opi ng countries of Asia, Latin America and Africa. Uneqdal trade

and the inpositioh ofamasirive debt burdetfbti WHEdepifig 'eodntiied hre

the principal means’ 1hr naintaining tand" deepenith hdb-w onia

gubj ugat i on. %rughtt he ' coduoi’ atoommodity tm d meaty mme

i mperialists drive dow theptice bfrawmatetials produced iiWe d evdb’ ping
eounnmi esl At the' same’ tine the pHccs 'of cdmbdities that the &evet oPing
countries an: fonmed t’'d'ihipon ue'tnnated. In'ibsrthceebt of deaci-opsng
countdei’to the inperialiSt’ ba'tiks Was the cquivatentof "alnm’ sttSW ' bht he
gross atinual’tpmdUCt-of the’ entire noneso’chlist world. "AlreadytA friehtis-
transferring nore capital 'abroad in debt kei’vice and othci’'paynerltl ’'tothe
inmperialists than it is receiving in "aid and hewl| oansE The inperialists,

t hrough agencies like theWrld Bank Ei ndkhet ntcrmati ohanonnmw Whd

tue the resulting economc problens th inpose poiicyi direc'iihnsbn these
countries that’ bdn? erlgl’'reater’ misery and mass stanmtion tom|lions of

their peop’eli uni. .tiu, i.l."!00ln..2.mvr, ..;,. . 2’2..0i"i 2 "Ir J . nl . n.
"1 MIliterismhas"’ al waysi)beEn an "tinhercnt’tfc’ atuite 'bf ’"inprahstn
attenpting’ (0" reverse the t gains of sodhlisrn’ and national libcratihn

i mperialismhas entangl edi he work! in a Web ofaggressivc blocrandnmilitary

bases."lt has’taeatedi hotbeds’ of tension at thetbohders’ oftthe’i sociali st

counnmies, and in 'strategic Iregions of the ond. It suppbfts ' me nost

reactionary and tcrnrilt'regincs: t " i 't h " " " """

Theaggressive role of the apzihheid itegime’in southem Africa is’ not just

part ohhe Struggle for suNiiral by thehst bastiqg’ nibfwhite col onial nheihotir

continent. It is also 3 Com ponent of a global inperialist strategy. The politicdk
mlitaly str'ntegy 0! United States inpeti’alik’min’'regard to’ ' regiona'l’ canflibts’
aims 'at defeating national |iberation novenent: tah’d Ahntie’ mihihg

prmgneSsi ve, anti-inperialist” governnents in ttht’ udevel pping "woridk It

i nvol ves the ekport bfdouhter-revoludbn , direc’t’htilitAry’ inte' rVention end the
buil ding "up oftmgional mlitary; surrogates: either in thefMn’ nl’dhb-

imperialist states like Zionist’lsrael and-the South African apartheid regihic;

or bandit forces like the Cdn'tt arlrl "N cdihgtithNRin Mittnbiqgtit.J dnd

Uniu' hi Angola fi’rheue regibnll thee: act ih the general’ihtentu of
imperialismw thin their reSpecrive regions. Therel are, hOwever, "alio intefng
preasuhes Sande tendeneies that can- |cadf’ 6n "debasion; tornctottdary-

conndi cti ons devei opi ng between these regional bites and inmbeh’i hsm
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It isinthe IIHCAl til wurltl nuclear war geneiqteghyeinmet’i ahsmthat the gnu

pgpul atrh nqgturle Act" Itjaplldlitiltt today is mist ' emt’'incingl); dehtqtiatrgtted.
In an etmmt .19 feature their Uiiqtfrgiineq intergfttifwiall ppsfi’tipt’'t,itheinipst
euresswc and t’ejtctttiiwy circles in the inpeli’iaili’st world continue to .whip up
InleQath@ fl teristgit; with attti-Soviet 4nd anti-cqmmiiiet, pfogagaiiae. They

have gl so Etiqoqreged the nggsive htiijg-up oflqglrrtis’b’y the fiigst reaetionary,

regi oqgtt reginmes. Wth theassi stanee, 9f inpci-iatliamZignst lIgsracl aiid the
epgtheid reginme tWWhqgth P"?5i $5 g4 pugl ear tuipucityrlghe fact thatitw

regttxneg VWBLQVI HC the souree 9f CD(IIlhluilytg mlk ry arid ciCWilnmii’C aggression
egatwt thetr gespectivte regiotig. WPSQS thcengciigar bonb is afreqil threatito
wottdpeam. , .t; 1, " i 7 i i |

.Hin the pt' gsettt hWPFi WPde the maj py issue thatt gonfroitt; ail ofhtiiiigtnity

i5 thejtrqggllc gbllaiiist u upcle arxyvar. A nticlear hol hcauh Wuld Qbiiterate our
fijB"WH qu’ lit the lightfifthcse ghznging t'tialities’War is iihlltinger’ih’evitable.
| he corisistent, pcace-prorpoting leiey tifithe s'gciaiist "CQtiitntries; and the
worldnmgie gliti’wupwtixemgnt playla |leading role in the Struggle to prevent the
defstrucuqq Qiihumuiji civilisatign. li’itefnatitiiiuliy; it is. ittipehwive'tiiiat the
,stt'tigglcttgatitpt .HF. ?medh’iw of eugrnouS; fiegourceri un weiaiiohs Of nmisi
desttpcttgn 1P: lyilgde t9: the struggletti dvet’'eohic the intuleiiable Isiifferin gs of
inthtgps'ttpgii mllions: w pcppic in the dcvcluping ebuiitrics. Iti’Siitfth Afrieathp

aH-ntind jntcnsilieliition ofhtiie revtghitiiiiiiuy striiggle filii’ltheiiisuhititiiiz an
d

oyerthi’nmrt til the dPMJit-I lreginme is our main tag); iii etiutrihtiting tti the oveiu
I

strussh .Ilwworld. Mtts: i UA" "

nm ' ot" f 1l Hi

The ThweMati ng. Reybl ptiunal ryeCbutingetit; "LM1 _ ' MN

01 all the thyerse prugijew ve and izchiutigiiary (wees confronting inperialism

In qtit’ time, there 6W three WWH. ereyglutiongry cqtttipgetits: i I HN

Qvtthe WWNM suciulmsystemy , 2 L L I 11 1 i h
4 u.lorodiiiototy; ., -



gi theuiiatiunai hhcrgitiyn Inmpv’' gnept; BIKA aiiti-inperiglist force; in the
idsvclvpttlsttownwi amdi . i. S B

.1 the W quking class "WSWM in the devel gpcd capitalist countriesx .

Al m gstde netentun eonthigcnts, a ngurltendgngylin the preyeqt period ha's

.4

I

.U W

:been the energency; 9f nass denperetic npveneiitsih the advanced capitali st
countriea, | These nogenentangb’tlise mllions of peoglp around issutw welt ft;
peqegdhqur esewati on of | pur environnent, aimthe anti-apprtheiti styluggle.
Whilcmtiteccnrtly lining revulytiquatyliu character. they; hnttd-battod nmans
denoctuttc novenent: sharclitt’iportaiit chieetiyes Wth the three nmgjoi’ wortd
"rewttwtutrx conwiggnts, Theyl have contributed, _ t0 the wcgkehi m’ of
nptrwam whins its: nost Waitlimw #nd danscrdus Firptqgsit i

t
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t S steme

ng: nas tied: its first blowin 1917 v- by the victety of th;

Great COctober Socialist Revolution in Russia. After the endyol f the’ Sccor;
World War and the defeat at German fascismanti japanesd ntlttansm the
wor | d-wi de hhtorical process of neta) |iberation: was nmarked dby t: e
overthrow of exploited inhteverd eountriet In EttroPe and Asia a dt .en
Cuba. Socialismhas turned into a world system tasfsertng ttaelfongs:

eat pames of the earth. Socialist countries today represent a powe u

i nternational force. Sone 9! them possess highly devel oped eeehornes, 3
consi derabl e edentifnc base; and’ a reliable mlitary defencepotenhal. Wort
sodal i em accounts for nore than one-third of the world tt. poputatton, u;
dozens of countries advancing along a path that reveal sttthe tntellectual an
noral ial afhumanity. A new way oflife i F-takmg shape tn w h't’ ch-there

Pawn * * h V" "hr ex lontershor the

ere neither oppnsorl nor |the ?ptzttugctgpltett e Hpu. Ae . p . ;

"7 ' r beonsto. -. | I. .

a222%$tzzzihl 2io::leys in Shich the world socialist systern Een'tnbttte

to the world revolutionary proeess. First, the extstence of el oeiahst ceuntrltes,
their growi ng might, and their foreign pohcnesyl baesed’ bn Wkzktngf :3:

i nternationalism have brought about radual changes 19 the J or i 'wh

bal ance of (OM between in’Ip’eriz’tlismand all’the’ fgrces. oppeflng t: e
growi ng mght ol thel soeialist countries restnets tntpertalient s abtlttyte
export counternol odon. Secondly, the advane’ es ol the gqctahst cotntnes

Empi re the working people throughout the werld to strdggle for soetal anct
nati onal emanci pation. raising the level of thetr tientands andl pt ogrpnrcrim
oi ection. Thirdly. socialist 'countrieu provtde nghtheartt ant? many-ut uh
supporttto revol uti onary novenents throughout the world. Iln. shaft, he
growi ng mght ofworld socialismcreates nore favourable condt’ttfns or t se
wor ki ng people of the world to attain peace, denperacy and sone progreets.
Soci alism has denmonstrated its enornobus potenttat for all-rottn’ el prsgr:

But the worl d-wi de process of transitipn fromcapttahsmto seetiahsr: da: I|;
beenwi t hout nesati ve featurean’the SovnerUntonttsel fsettatl smat otl

built in a countwwth a |ow | evel ofcapitalist devel _o_prent, a predorhltnzn yf
peasant popul ation. and many national conrnunttes with dtlfererit et/ te
devel opnent, including ' survivals of feudahsm and ever: earl er aoeni
systenms. The new workminate had to fnd tts own waY, wnthout htsgt'trtia
nodels to follow and in the face 0!" |ocal eounterrevoltttten and the tn est n
, Mmee’ ele dinim’alistpbwers. * " 7. 1:.

of The ¢133: aduzngattonmucm of the advanocd capltaltst’ cpttntries:

whi ch took between I (l) andtZOQtyeat-s, was based | argely on resources
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pl undered from col oni esnln contrast, in building its industrial basein |ess
than 20 years, the Soviet Union had only its own resources on which to rely,
not |east the heroismand dedication of its revolutionary working classvand
Harty.

ri

These diflieult origins help to explain, but in no way to: jultil'y the
enmergence of a party and governnment system of adm nistrative command,

| eadi ng to extensive bureaucratic control and criminal violations of gocialist
justice. These were exposed by the 20th and 27th Congresses of the

Conmuni st Party of the Soviet Union. F or a nunber ut’decades denocratic
procedures were negleeted in the Soviet Union, and the cult of the

personal ity domi nated the | eadership, the Party and the whole country.

G ven the preem nent position of the Soviet Union within the world

conmuni st nmovenent, sone of these negative tendenciesnlso affected

Conmuni st Parties around the world, including oummn. t. v . t

Wthin the Soviet Union elenents of stagnation and ot het hphenonena

alien to socialismbegan to appear. Since the 27th Congress ofthe CPSU an

i mportant process has been initiated for denpcratisatiow, restructuring
(penmtrot’lca) and openness (glamm), with the aimof ensuring the fuller
realisation of the economic, noral and cultural possibilities opened up by
socialism | . | --

The South African Communi st Party strives constantly for the

strengthening of ties between all socialist countries and for internationa

Conmuni st unity at all levels. W regard such unity .as essential (or the
progress of world sucialism the defence of peace and the advance of the
nati onal liberation struggle everywhere. The proletarian intemtiomnilm of

the metal mcountries has, anpbngst other things, played an outstanding role
in the revolutionary victory of the Vietnamese people over US inperialism
and in the defence of the Cuban revolution. In southern Africa, progressive
and revolutionary forces have a | ung and warm experienceol’ the continent,



semess assi stance of the socialist countries. In particular, the contributionof
the Cuban internationalist forces, the Soviet Union and other sociali st
countries to the defeat ol apartheid and inperialist plans in Angola has been
of decisive inportance fan our whol e region.

11

t

I

The national |iberation novement and the anti-hnperiatlistjtruggle

of the devel oping countries I .

The national |iberation novenent and the devel opi ng countries have played

an exceptionel paum n the worl d-w de struggl e against inperialism They
have contributed greatly to changi ng the bal ance of fune. in the world in
79



f unneol peacennd tocialinm As recently as the 19503, alnpst one third olthe
wor k?!' popul ati on was rul ed by colonial powers. In the |ast thee decades the
nati onal |iberation novement has dealt a major blow to colonialism Today
very little is left of the colonial systemin its classical forns. This is an
. chi aenent ol waddrw de hisnrical inportance.
, A maj or i nngouenmmental forum (or the newl y independent and ot her
devel opi ng countries is the NonnAligned Mywvenent, which has enmerged an
Al inpon-It lame in world politics. The Non-Aligned Myvenment has an
antiwar. nntid nperialilt. anti-colonialist and anti-racist orientation. It also
prmot ut he struggle | ama newtworl d econonic order

Pint put (onward in 1973 by the NonvAligned Mwvenent, the basic
pn’ nci pl es of a new wodd econonic order to break out of the present grave
situation were declaredito be:
0 the oovereigntyjnd equalityol all ttateu 1
O the rishtpievexy country to choose it: own r0
0 the nentality ofevety mte over its own nationa
n the right to control the activitiea of the transnational corporations;
tnoomic aid without .any politim or mlitary strings.
The crippling debt bugdmol’ the 19803 has made the denmand for a new
i ntentational econom c order ever nore rel evant.
The governments of the devel oping countries pursue a variety of different
policies. The man progressive anbng them have a socialist orientation
i nvolving | gradual tpamtinn by econom cally under-devel opcd societies to
socialiam .11: these countries the foundations for social ownership of the-
man of production aresbdng |aid. Progressive and social and econom c
changes an: being inuuducedto inplement reform stanp out illiteracy and
i nrolue’the broad nmasses in building a new society.
The ef fond socialiworiented countries to devc
opposition fromreactionary international circles. Inperialismconsiders vast
| egi ons of Asia, Latin America and Africa as spheres of its special interest.
Then it me to tunple on the rights and aspirations olthe devel opi ng nati ons.
A The anti-inperlalist struggles of the devel oping countries are closely
related to those of l|iberation novenments uruggling against the | ast remmants
of the colonial system in particular, Zonist Israel and apartheid South
Afric- u' e springboerdt to destabilise i ndependent countries throughout
their respective regions. The struggles of the Pnleatinittn people under. the
| eadership of the -PbO the Nam bi an peopl e under the | eadenship’ of
SWABO. and of SouthAfricai majority under the | eadership of the ANC
have an inportance beyond their i mediate context. .4
ad of devel opnent; . |,
| resources and econony;

and

| op encounter fierce

so

$:::;:tr:g dnzadtzvkenent in the advanced capitalist countrie-

ani ae ' ¢ nenuoft hewor ki ngcl aunov
countries are concentrated in Western E cnenttncapttali st
Then: are. long titaditions ' ' unpc. North Anenca deapm

pf .nulitant class atrule 'n f ’
capitaliat muntries In wretherc are . 838 t nost 0 themaJdor
- ngss Comuni st Parties that
| nportpnt role mtonial and political life Th |l ' tp ay m
V, ., .. e Lomtunt Patti h
progressive wng of the undo union novem’ d. t C
_ ' enmand pm mauve '’
WL81 deCOCrauO onsanisati i ' 8 mum O
_ on: lead all denocratic elem ’
nmuonnuwt hs in the struggl e agai nst nonopoly capital. M tn these
the 1:9th hand. there have al so been contradictory tendencie; wthin
cl ,wtpruuligt: (33 novenents 9f the major inpedalist centres. Reform sm
u:11: :23; ?:?n a:lti’ civil: big power chauvinism have often reared thei
_ .ma erta 'ae for such negative he
rel ati ve cvuuhiuning of tectiumof th p_ noncm h" bccnt he
, _ h . cue netropolitan workin cl b
wrel ol t he anmbii fromthe enoimll Emu, y
_ . 9Wmlthncunul b "
t hf ggsh t hckgupcnxpl onti on of cobhi st and noo-mmy | npcwm
e wor tng people of the advanced cit. " i . I’
' _ . pttalist cquntnes a
expenencng grow ng unenploynment and ' i m MV
1980; nme "WVgmmm . , armng costoflivtng. Bythe md-



. . . . . . ployed-inthese gountriesh d
3.5, mllign. The transnational ' V 8 "360 mont han
. ., . _ cutporations and the re ime .
their imensts have usegl mass 8 | TCPFCSCW\B
unenpl oynment to gqttagk th "
and denocratic gains of the worki 6 nmaterial. #00141

.h1l , , . n3class, and to undernin th

unions. 1" Iht: lace ol’this t’ ' ' c¢ #11" (Fad:

essential. _. . . D lenbtve, the continuation q! the class struggle is
. I HXi ,

ad?umlgatnme tithe, the strategic orientation of Communist Parties in the
wegzm cgiitgliatemmnes 1.55 towards broad, denobcratic anti-nonopoly
e pass: | ities of working in this dinmotion h

_ yave. been r tl
ennuhvznrgggzy tilt; enmergence. Since the |late 19603, ol’van’ ous mam dengci zti :

tese nass denocratic novenents now '’
i nportant notive force for social develo cmtltulo an

prent on a world-tcale. Th
Eoggtcn: involre people of vunous political orientations and social stat:
nt'awmn mmthe mddle strata "tht d’
nmobi liuing .uround single issues | Y on mbe DOD PINIIan.
. such H; peace wonen’'s ' h
Protection ol the environment and the a ' |’ "g u. the
H. _ . , nu-racmand anti-a artheid
:1ttzgg' | jegozngilr bar: conccrnsl nnd popul ar characterinavitably briftg them

W nonopo y domi nation and , i ’
nrl esonary circles of inperialism .. , the pollute: of |he npst
| cue tendencies underline the need to I ' '~
"' . . r. and pCSIIblhlICB of unit
progmve |l orces in theadvanced capitalist countries. Howeveruocytal oi zg
8
1




gl obe! pl obl em en be-hli eohed onthe bui- of the intetetuofte

wor ki ng due whzeeuobgrmve ugh! penitiau nmakeeit central in this regard
The South Afrian Wrthirty beiievee .It- in the. mn of 3,11

tevoiun' onriee to grasp the : interconnectine rhetweett :ithe’ uworid I
revol utionary eontingentx to | eenfnminternati onal experience, Mapply
this experieneecnetiveiyniding toeoncvete eonditiem and to appnttch

nati onal pnhientin unity with inenmetionei ohm-, .. iMd/Il DVUM-. 4. 9
The WAIliantmmunilt Petty is part of the woridf eommunm

tomes. True to the prina piu of workingcleu internationahtm thexitarty
wake toe the unity, ol the warhead the whole world, 'and etpeeiaily of the
Mar xi et - Leni niet parties. We. workfor the unity of all world ant mpenahdt
and pngneive lower in the |ifeand-death- struggie Afor nueieer

di sarmanent and international relations based on nutual’ respect. This
pdi cy coincide! with the fundamental inteteett of the peopl eomur country.

It "1 in hunony Mth them olindepehdenoe and integrity | onouhcounttyg
end for regional andeiiehbie. ttoboperetionendunity:1 "1W’' .n, MIt
r¢{faim2 . i -.t:i.J1" . 1. In 3,. I. Uuxnu m|l

cooctu s xXIn U - Tupj H O fivel T V-

THE V L ONARY PROCESBIN- A'FRICNL ""' W' 4

The SeudrAi’icen national liberetion ttnggle il-telting’ ple e within the
eont onol i nponnt dnbpnenttineouthern Aide. end thecontinent en

whol e. Thel e’ devel opnente exert enornmous i nnuenee on our negi e, an

nmudt "South Afn’an events have a bearing on theetnggl ee of the peopl es of
Africa (or full denocritt’c and independent developrment. ' i 2.1 Wmr
peopl es ol Mica share a conmon hi story which predates theool onia

mmgl jected to various tonne of colonial plunder by uinpcttialiem their
etrugdel (or independtlwe have nlwaye been teen u a conmon fightil punt
aeommon enemny. Thin tense el ooilective nenponlihihty forms the bani ora
ehandanti -i npedel i et sentinent, the noat crucial and urgent ofwhoeetuh

i et heoonpl et edeeol oni ntion oftheeontinent. v w -- .| .H.Hmun

Al t hough the eociel conditiomwthin our country are, mmany. ways;

di luent fromthe general eituetiontn neet of Atria, the not end essence of

the systemwithin South Allie; ditto" little fromthedaui cal colonial system.
to which the rest of the-continenhw subjeaed. Qur snuggl ee and the
destinyoi Afti e- npeopi eeuedeepi yi nnmmneeteti. Vw._-- .ut

The attai nment of hdependeneeby the mgjority of Afrtcan peoples

constitutes the gluten political advance of the put thnexeecedee on the
continua. Peon col onial |ubjugetien. n'nuelly the whole ct Mnu toer

rude updt ndeput dewmdmt he panda! inmmentt-to determ ne
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their deltiny. Thin achievenent in a direct result-of the heroic struggles of the
African masses: the peasants, workers, intelligentsia and other forces;

Wiile simlarities abound, each country and eachl peopl e haveitheir own
characteristics. The | evel of econom c devel opnentidiffen’ fromcountry to
country and region to region. The paths to political power; the correlation
and class forces in the national liberation alliances before and after

i ndependence; the colonial netropolis with which thby have had to contend;

and the i nmmedi ate geo-political environnent in which they arelit’ uated -

all these have a profound influence on the political processes ineach country.
Today, Africa is made ttpof a wide variety onolitical systems end forns of
government. : - : H" 1" i"

In countries where the conpradore bourgeoisie e- underlings ’of

i nperialist forces - dom nate the nachi neriee ofstate, econonic resounces

have been | aid bare to plunder by transnational’corporationt, with sonme

fringe benefits to the local ruling groups."ln such’ countries, an’d thoee in
VWi ch other sections of the bourgeoisie oraspirant capitalists took the reins of
power; a parasitic variant of the capitalist 'clase’ - the bureauntk
bourgeoi sie -- has energed. This group feeds on corruption and is tied to
intemitionell capitel. Politically, there reactionary cnpltelittt rely on force
and progressive-lounding sl ogan: to suppress the yearning: of the working

Y,

peopl e for independent developrment. ' "'5 ' e ; "n '’

in sone countries sections of the hationaPi bottrgeoi ei e whoit hough

aspiring for growmh and prosperity aS avelats, cane intd power with the
support of the working peoplei’hin particular the working' clau and poor
peasantw. This group, relying on this alliance, and nbved. by genuinely
patriotic aims, has taken an active pminAstnggl ee against inperialist

domi nati onf owi ndependent nati onal devel opnent. In these countries,
restrictions have been placed on the invol venent of transnationa

corporations. Industrial "and land refonms including a relatively strong state
sector have been introduced. In the fields of education, health and in the



political systemsone reforns have been elected to benelit the people

and ensure their participation -- though limted - in theroliticn

process. - Al. z |

A A decisive role in the devel opnment of locio-political foanms in Africa is

pl ayed by the middle strata, especially professional groups and' tectiont of
snelt bulinesenen. N unericaliy strong, and" based in the urbuvcentree,

they are the social base that has fed the | eadenhip |ayeul’of |iberation
novermentt and political parties. It in fromthese iorcet that the ngjorityrof
the oilicer corp: in the lute apperatut end bureaucracy originate. These
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m havsnnded w aunmhwcl m either to the minus sectioned the

bongeoi ti eott omewor ki nspeople. '. 1 . , .

On: the decaduttnce ndependence. nmany soci Orpolitical changes have

taken place in Mm ofthe sandnent. The struggle between the forces

oi denocracy and social progress on the one hand, and those tied to

i mpednliungh the onmen, has wumed. ditlenent forms and has been waged

wi t hAi Ment degrees of intemtyt la a nunber otnmumm’ ea, these struggles

m . W 311, ,de num of either a progressive or reactionary

character. In othe; instance. the upheavals at the top and anong the people
nul I . I mmune conplex ethnip (pndeonetinmes m bgioua) telatigns inherited’
(mmthe colonial division of Africa. This ethnic diversity has often , been
del i berately. manipul ated by the Wend inperialist powen. Atythe

lune tine, intunctent attention or incorrect approaches to the nationa
quatj on by nmedagmmnd ptratat gpower have $130 prgCi pitated social strife.
(he .ohhe malt Mil man dgel opmgnts. in this period hag been the

youth of the Mipan working FM and its increasing inpact on social

devdopt nenp. The waged wwt -i wpe in independent Africa has grown in

nunber to over,,3.4 mllion, 70% of whom are ,workers in industryand
agrigtliture. The gebgraphic, di sgbuti nof the working class is uneven. with
the mpjority comuted in, 3.1.?" nhtively industrialised countries.
Though mall in nunber, the African working class is ential to any radica
acid WBuUt itemonly play its revolutionaty role to the t'ull if it

i tgonti oul di u bl undem ninn audit organi sedto pronote and puntue its

i mmadhte, and | ongwminteregtt under the gui dance of Marxism

Leni nhm Dependi ngon the pctual nqocial and political setting in each

counpy, the vanguard mol mionary forces will assume a variety of
AOllPI’! itional forms. the h|ghestexpns|on of which isa M stnl acni ni st
P- " "T-tuul 5., ":, n’lI 4..... [

fnyDeapmi Aha |'m at ideol oocal’ positions. Ahican numm’ ewhare the

cont ai nneott hem nocha: of colonial. Nkiilheil opiidcd

comm e i am technical underdevel opnent. man mtion | and

ndnerebi |’ uy tontural dinten. the debtburden end to on. These rea

probl ems reinforce the joint struggles of virtually all independent Africa for
an equitable tyntan ofintermional economic relations. It is the totality ofal
these common eoc’ ni pnbl enengl the desire to eradicate themthathn

cenented the bond: of unity, espresped in the Organisation of Aln"oen Unity.
Wyod utocitniomsuch a the Prdemmtial Treaty Area for Eutem and

Sout hern African States and thehcomm ¢ Conmunity of West African!
WAV . muhdnuhe cnuntriee oanica in theirjoint quest for
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i ndependent devel opnment. These organi sati ons have not only reinforced
continental and regional co-operation, but also significantly strengthened
the voice and standing of Africa in the international arena. .. 1.
Thel Transition to Socialism

Utimately, the only viable choice for Africa s working people is the sdciali st
pat h of devel opnent. This road holds out the possibility of resolving the
nmanycsi ded problens aillicting all devel oping eountries,to the benelit of the
overwhel ming majority oi’'the people. i .. W'’
The main general tasks in the countries of 'socialisl" orientation are:

. 5.

O to strengthen the state sector;

Oto root out dom nation by fore|gn qap|tpl

Qto create the industrial and tetilthicai base for soci al i pm and WN

pl anned econoni c devel opnment; t vy.

Oto introduce progressive land relbrrmej. 4

O to w den popul ar denmpcracy and strengthen the vanguard revol uti onary

party; and _

Oto work for natiopal cultural revival with socialist valves.

N

1!

.

But these tasks have to be carried out in a situation-in which the old masters
- local and international -- put up stiff nesistancenln particular, the nost
reactionary circles of inperialismand, in our region, the apartheid regine,
have nobilised their resources for a vicious canpai gn agai nst socialism
Reactionaiy terrorist and subversive interference have sl owed down the

devel opnent towards socialismin many of these countries. These actions

have hi ndered the attenpts to overcone such objective difficulties as the
backward industrial and technol ogi cal base and the numerical weakness of
the working class. -’

In sonme ol ’'thcse countries, subjective m stakes have been nade. The nmain



enf’ has been the drive to nove ahea’ dtof objective Conditions bathlin
econom ¢ and political policy. Forinstance, premature attenpts to elimnate
all private property. including small enterprises, often narrow the socia
base of the nevolution and can do incal culable harmto the quest for
socialism In a few cases, el enents have enmerged within the state apparatuses
who amass wealth through corrupt practices and who seek to use their
position to reverse the whole process of socialist orientation. i | ' it
The path of socialist orientation demands unflinching reliance by the
revol uti onary nmovenent on the working people, and a conscious effort to
constantly broaden the social base of the revolution by patiently w nning
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oyer more And mate genuinely patrigtic forces to the etch: qisociai progress. It
dependnho. topiary mutton the mmgth nd cohesi on of the Marxi st-

Leni ni st vanguard ny and systemAtic ideol ogical work within the ranks of

the party and anong all sections of society. In foreign policy, strong,

nmut ual | ybeneficial relation: with socialist countries and ot her pnygreuive
muons i s ofiundanental |nportance.

The South Ahietin Communi st Party supports the struggle of iAlrican

patriots to achieve M namlibentian, someignty and i ndependent

nati onal devel opment. The Party fully identities with the elicits to organise
uni nmobiiiee. the working class andworiting people to play their deserved
role in national and continental renai ssance; and to cenment the unity of

wor kers peasants and other progressive and denocratic forces in the fight to
elimnate the vestiges of colonialia n and ongoi ng inperialist plunder. As
part of this process, and in pursuit of the working class objective of a society
wi t hout exploitation, the Party works for the deepening of the conradely
unity and co-operation anong Marxi st-Leninist Parties oft Africa. ’

it m it

The Sout hern African Region "1

Over the past two decades, southern Africa has undergoiie changes of epoch-
maki ng tignilignce. These devel opments have had a profpund i npact on

the snuggle within South Aides. And they have thensel ves, been inil uenced

"by this snuggle. Qur revolution is unfolding within this i mediate
environnent, a region which 18 the forenpst target pf the racist colonia

regi ne: a acts of daubihsatioqg. _ ,

The evol ution of the colonial systemqfirnperialismmwiihern Africa was

such that theeconom es of the commas oi the regien were structured to be

hi ghl y dependent 9n, South A(ricai n tennapfconmruni eati on and transport,

the supply of manufactuned goods and, to an extent, even the enpl oynent of
wage | abour. $puth Auriga enmerged es e sub-inperiaiist gentre, a junior
pprtner ofinperialisut nelting to donminate the region on its own behal tand

on hehal i’ ofinperialism Today! South Africa accounts for about77% pf the
Gross National Product of edunttjes south of Zaire and Tanzani a and

approxi mately 90% of energy conputed" South African capital has been

expand to many wwwi cs Of | hc. resin”

The strategy olinperialismcoma in ensuring its regionil dqmnation of
southern Attica. In that regard, inperialismpays particular attention to
defending the interests at menupoly cppital especially within South Africa as
its prinme springboard into the region. In punuit of the objeqtive of regiona
dom nation. inperielimenploy venous tactics aimed at bl ocking and
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reverting the struggle of the revolutionary num and nmintaining the
eucnt seui fcol unial donmintttion within South Africa and the region as It whale.
The achi evenent of independence by the peoples of Myzanbi que and

Angola in the md-1970s drastically changed the bal ance of fumes in the
region. A product. of armed and mlitant popqu struggles, these victories
profoundly reinforced the struggl es of other oppressed peoples of ,the
nubcmt i nent. These revol utions set the stagetforJdevel ppnent towards
socialitt construction. Slightly over half a decade later, and after many years of
gnmdungi st nggl e, the Zi nbabweanpeopl ¢ al so achi eved theiri ndependence.

.4The. strategy of the apanmhei dvngi me hi nges on achi eving all -rmund

dom nation - economc, political and mlitary - and turning the states of
southern Africa into satellites of apartheid coiogialism In pursuit of this
obj ective, economic enticenent, persuasion, sabotage, direct mlitary
aggression and surrogate bandit novenents are used interchangeably and

yin varinconhingtions to bl udgeon southern Africa into subnmiasiott. The
regi me a acuol aggrei sion are; product of the support Pretoria receives from
impgnalim. . t . . .. . .

But’ 1ma policy that is nmeeting with ngjor obstaplmlintensifted nass and
garnmed struggle within South Africa, the econom ¢ consequences of regiona

, dgst abt huati on; the coat ofdinect aggression in humanllivee and white norale
47-: all these have a powerful weakening elleot upon the apartheid regine. In
addition, the states of sp.nthern Africa, the F rontline States in particul ar, have
cqllectively, taken consistent positions agai nst aparatheid. The. Sout hern

Ai rman Devel opment Qo-Q di nating Conference end bilateral relations

among these and other governnents in the regioniwnstitute a signiiicant
,dn’ve, to reduce dependence on ,South Africa. The Frontline States
thensel ves have sought to strengthen their defence and securityto defeat
Pretoria 3. plans

4 1t it against this background that m 1988 the South Africah war machi ne

sui fgnd an ignom n'tqus defeatin southern Angola. Conbined wth decades

pf heroi ¢ struggl e bythe peopl e , of Nam bi a undcn the | eadenshi p of SWAPQ,



this deyel opment has preqipitated Possibilities for the decol onisation of
Nam bia. 1 1

Wthin the centres 01 international capital, and between el enents of
international capital and the regi ne, there have al ways been di nerencea of
approach. To the extent that these contradictions are of benefit to the
struggle, they must be used anddecpened. But these conilictsshould not be
memmrand; the menu: of the: strategy ofintemational capital as a whole

mai n! that oi-del ending and extending its econonmic and political sway.
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- The South African Comruni st Party stands by -the governments and

peopl es of southern Africa in their efforts to defend their sovereignty and

i ndependence. I’ heiructiftoes in support of our stnggleshall always remain
enbl azoned in the hearts of our people and ourworking class in particular -

wi th whom many | out heen African workers share the same workplace. T he

bonds enong the duties and strata in the region leads to a natural alliance
Among Akita!) patriots againet cohniel domination. The task of isolating,
weakeni ng and defeating the Preton’e regine is the noble duty of 3-". anti-
eperthei dhnel in South Africa, the nmgion nhd intemationally. Thisfis the

ulti me guemmtee of a just peace and social pngreu i noun subcontinent.

I

yr

O

3. COLONIALISM OF A SPECIAL TYPE "1 1: x .

South Africa has a devel oped capitalist econony. In-tour- country, and
wheaem it exists, the capitalist node ottproduction has- the sane basic
characteristics. It is an exploitative system based on the extracti on of suephas
val ue fromwage | abour. But the universal features iofdapitalismoccur Wthin
concrete societies, eaehwith it. own specific bai anee oP-dm forcee and
particul ar economc, political and ideological features. Indiiferent capitali st
countries the boutgeoisie exert: its class rule through different tkmds of

dom nation, nging from bourgeois denocracy to fascism ._ A -

Li ke many earlier oppreuorvchuen. the bourgeoisie al so exerts |ts el ass

rule nme frontiers. In the inperialist epoch, capitalism hasextenswely

devel oped its own vedants of colonial, seni-colonial and neo-colonier rule,
under pi nning the brutal euper-exploitation of working people in the

dom netedtocietiee. "-1 w.. "1 v we 1--

Wthin South Africa. bourgeois domnation and cnpitelilt relation: of
pndueti om which energed within the context of col onialinnyheve been

devel oped and nmi ntai ned since 1910t hrough a specific veriam of hourgeeis

elu- rule -- edomeliuni of a special type. It in a variant of capitalist rule in
whu-the essential feature: of eolonid domnation. in the inperialist epoch

are maintained and even intensified. But there is one specific peculianty: In
South Africa the colonialruling class with its white support bese on the ene
hand. and t heoppneued col oni el najority on the otherene located wtthm a
lingteeounuy. - .. NH" "1 .. u

"On the one hand. white Seuth Afrlcane enjoy political poWer, Meta

pn’vil egee and the lion’s shamefthe country’s wealth. On the otherhand: the
avuwhdmi ng bl ack majority of our’country are subjected to extreme

nat i onal oppr essi on, poveny, superaexploitation; conplete denial of basic

human rights, and political domnation. . ' i7 - .

" i There' are significant class differences within both the white colonial bloc
"and the oppressed black majority. However, the effect of colonialismof a
special type is that all white cl asses benefit, al beit unequallyland in diil’erent
ways, fromthe internal colonialstructutei Conversely; all black classes Butler
nati onal oppression, in varying degree: and indifferent ways.

The social and econom c features of our country rave directly' related to its
oolonial history. t . . t . i .: z,

A

ltt. t-t: t ..t. J: i’, .Ax uh

The Origins of Colonialismof a Special Type - vt - U

Fromthe time of the first white settlenent, established-by thetDutch East

I ndi a Conpany over 300.yearsiago;’the pattern wadi set for the ruthless
exploitation of the blackpeople oliourlcouintry, the seizure oftheir |ands and
the enforced harnessing of their |abour power. The Dutch made war on’the

Khoi people ot’zthe tilape, whom theynontenptuounly rcnlled PHottentots",

and rejected their appeals for peace and friendship. The San peopi ent he so-
cal l ed "Bunhnenhtwere all but extorm natedtwaues were inported from

Mrya and oi sawhene. Wiite settlers gradually penetrated intorthe interior.

They drove-the indi genous people fromthe best faimlands and seized their
cattle. They subdued thenmvby armed conquest’ and forced theminto their

service - tit iirst through direct slavery, later through a harsh system of pass
awn and taxation. mw --t > NJ '-’ -t -

Colonialist ,, propaganda has , enphasised the 'negative - features of
tratirional-Airican society: the- relatively | owndevel opnment of productive
techniques; theiilliteraoy, intehtribal conillcts and wars, superstitions and

poverty. It is true that such features existed in traditional African noietyjust
u they did among in people: It theiperiodoleerly comnunal econom et.

But hostile propl gundn-hau tptesented a' distorted-inttge. Priortotcol onia
conquest, theindi genous peopl es hadddevel oped t hei rtown i ndependent

culture and civilisation. "Il hey mned end snelted irong’ eopper and ot her



nmet al | nnd fashi oned theminto usehtl’inplenents. Theyhaddevel oped ' a
nunber of handi brafts. "lheir-system of’ govenment, th’ oUgh sinple, was
unenli al | ydermucratic and popul ar i neharaeten Private propertyin’|land was
unknown, and food and shelterwere freely shared; even with strangers.

H But when the col oni sts began theittceascl esstuttl Manned aggression, the
African people retittedubravelyto defend theiree’'ttle and their land from
robbery and theirpeoplo fromensl avemrent. They took up the speir against

the bullets of the invader with his horse: and wagons. But, tribal society and a
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cconom not; novida the nmaterial bani; for successful wndem
"gnu an Mm af nore advanced econonyand nore destruetm
weapons. Dilunity ng the .nr’toue African peopl ee prevehted the
devel opnenol acat unonhont ot m emne. Ti ne and agamant hctr war: of
conquest agai nst African peoples. the coionieen went: .abk to play .off one
conmuni ty epinet anotherund toenroi Atriunnuxi hnnee. , .5.
In the lutquuler oi the 19th century. |hcdcvclopnlcnti’nf capitalnt,f
i ndrmui el mi ni ng on theKi mbedey di unondvti ehh and on thegoldftcltitt o
the Wn had profound and furnachtng chmequeneu. Bt’ttuh
and European Ennpe houses exported vast suns of nveetnent capttel to
South Africa. To seize conplete leonu ol .ovnriithe gol dhdds,--Bhtid
i npetialiem waged. a ntceaful wanhgai nst the Boers. Thegoi dm mmg
comm e: werenow the uni mimvf the country. Theyihttd eniy one
i mpeem inthe Africans vmmtheminto | nbpur on the mnet at nininmm
mm of pay. Thei m ne bosses found the hush col onial policy onmhe Boer
Republics My suited to thin pul poaet The poll. tax end pass systens
werrepeedod up. Not a single nmove’w made tottttrodhcc into the northern
Goblin mthe mininmumcitizenship rights which had beeni cuneecied to
tame hhci ui mhoCApe | n nmonma. di spasl muen aneupi omuon of
bhehwl ritith inmperidhmInd: .Mihanerngauonahnti iouhd .mmttan
snundtnmuumbnhfonthemahtuhnentdthe Uronot Sout h Africa
it (|n "IlTnmi 2.). .. i i."~
m? 13;: yearLSO uthr- Africa mas establlshed as epoliu’ caiehuty. yun
ennhted m powcr nff hi a anbushed .thc pdi ucetnondtttona tor the
canmuuct bn andt dwl omm ot a;ntional_capttahst nmmm t he
nati onal Mitton! atboul ueohpolitieel tinttom khe nenouueponr
and num hamonsnm i nperitdt m were not abohahcd thh. the
Wht dt heummoi nmmi n1- 910. TheyveaenOwexer ci sed
indinctly dunmb the pditical etructwentahe nawht at egnopopohsedhy
the descendants of. Enma: tottlcu. .Theqgenew tunult Atntctw were
bated on the nmmanw oont nti hnddupornut ert
They Weed. in charged tonne. the: essential- teatine o! .cuimd
dom nation th-Ithu existedbnhm kani on MBeuth Mum . . . _
The new . Uni oan Sont hANri ca pommd the nteneecol otw . stewed
Ai dan: who we": nuttedenly Mthcnluectt otadmmtrmauoh. ewuhpnt
any citiunl NPtdahtl-tln-ol ecud bodies: Mvellum public edmrutxtnon
whi tenccupied ell miam ct |ul honnh tut ape now. W
occup|ed Wvnbondi t munw pourunt honpny. authority over

' " - .- "hH Illiniud Il
nun tort’lrtt,mi...m.. i. .hemmd i | r1l.) 3:
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The form of dom nation devel oped by the Union O South Africa al so
per petuated the racialised econom c structures of the pre-Uniqgn period.
There was a white nonopoly, of capitalist means of mning. industrial and
agricul tural production and of distribution. There was also a virtual white
nonopoly of skilled and supervisory jobsjn the division of |abour. Wite:
had privileged accesn to trading and petty commodity prOdHGh' on. The 1913
Land Act, confming | and ownership of the African majority to a tiny and arid
proportion of the country, legally entrenched and intentitigdtthe resultef
centuries of colonial |and disposseseion. |, A
The South African capitalist state did not energe as a result of an interna
popul ar anti-feudal revolution. It was inposed frqm above and from wi t hout.
Fromits birth through to the present, South African capitalism has depended
heavily on the inperialist contrast Capital mfrom AEurope |inanced
the opening of the nmines. ilt was the colonial state that provided the resources
to build the basic infrastructure -- railways, rpadt, harbours, posts and
telegraphs. it was an inperial army of occupation that cheated the conditions
for political untiication. And it was within a colonial setting that the energing
South African capitaliut chmentrenchednmd extended the racially exclusive
systemto increase its opppnunities for proiit. The racial division oflabour, the
battery of racists |laws and political exclniveneu guaranteed this. F ramthese
origins. a pattern of domi nation, which arose in_ the period of externa
colonialism was carried over. into the newy iprnmed Union of South Africa.
Fromits origins to the present, this formof dom nati on has been-nmati htai ned
under changi ng, condition: and by van/ing mechanisns. In _ail essentia
respects, however, the colonial status of the black najoritM hae remained in
pl ace. Therefore we characterise our miety as colonialismqt” a specialtype.
The C aus and Social Stxueture of Colonialismof a Spepial Type
Since. 1910 South Atrium capitalism has; devel opedenornously. From a
typical extractive, colonial econony, whose coreewatt. gold mning based on
cheap mgrant |abour and agriculture based on cheap forced | abour, South



Africa is now a relatively advanced capitalist society with the; nost devel oped
infrastructure on the African continent. Today nongpqu.gapitai dom nates

every single sector ofthe South African econony, The devel opnment, a!

capitalist iprces of production has led up the extemve growh of a nodern
pttoietuittt., Numeriealiy the, working clan, of which the ewe tut |arge

i ndustrial proletariat. is by her the largest class in our sqciety,,Eve nin the Smith
M cah countn/side, the agrarian working class, and mgrant, workers and

theix famlies constitute the great majorityof the popul ati on. Bourgeois
191



clan domination in, however; still based on the col onial oppression of the
black ml, in particular, African majon’ty. i

11:..- special colonial dom nation is based on an alliance of white classes
and strata. The nmmi ntenancetof this system producing as it does increasing
instability, violence and a’ growing . isolation fromthe" internationa
comunity, intot inthe owerall long-terminteremofthe majority of South
Afrieem black or white. However; in the lhon-termall white clause: and
mut e benefit hemthe oppression of the black mgjority. ,

Wthin the white colonial bloc, it’ is the bourgeoisie and in particul ar
nonopoly capitalthat iethe |leading class force. In every sector of the
ny--- mning, 'manufacturing,- iinance, and tinelieasingly even in
agriculture and services Jhnonop' oly capital 1i: how overwhel mi ngly

donmi nant. Enormour-powec is w el ded by a Phandful of conpanies

controlling vast- econom e enpires. By the m d-19803 2. 7% of enterprises
control |l ed over 50% of our country’'s total -tunover; 6.3%of all- enterprises
enpl oyed over hul k! the national work-force; and a nere 6% had 85% of al
Exed am Minopoly concentration of capital is a universal trend within
capitalism’q but the level of concentration in South Africa is virtually
unprecedented. And the trend to ever greater concentration is increasing
each year. By 1987, four comnpanies (Angio-American, SANLAM SA

Mut ual and Renbrandt) al one controlled 80% of all shares on ' the
Johannesburg Stock Exchange. Ofthese conpani es, Anglo-Amrerican al one
eonmled 55%- V1' ' . --n ' t-

- Overthe | ast decades Afrikaner controlled nmonopoly congl onerates have
devel oped, nd-their interest: have interl ocked and nerged with those of the
ol der monopollel tnditionally controlled by English-speaking whites. A
decisive role in the capitalist econony in also played by the state. State
corporation: in tome of the keyisectonl-e armanents, energy and transport

- play e central roie in propping up the entire capitalist econony. Wth all of
t hese devei opnenta, the’level o! collusion between the state and private
nonopol y capital, and bctweeannglish and Afrikaans bi g busi ness has

i ncensed substantially oh the economic and political fronts. , -

Faced with a deepening crisis and the prospect of a national denpcratic
revol ution, these nonopoly interests mnow calling for sone restructuring
6f recedom netion. At the heart of the various political arrangenents they
ere advocating is an attenpt to keep SoiithAfrica safe for nonopoly
capitalism Under the guise of protecting "group rightshthey seeit to
perpetuate their nmonopoly control over the wealth of our counuy. In fact,
their strangl ehold overlthe great bul k of our countryis productive |and,
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mal t chi nery and capital is the accunul ated result of nprc than a centyuy of
co onal di spossessmm, oppression and exploitation of the niajority. There
can be no true liberation fromcolonial t °’

., . 0Oressm in o -

transform ng this iundancntai CCOW m cpftgacy. ur cpunyyi wtthqut

N I N B
Al t hough nonopoly capitali smhas now becone domi nanttin every
| sector, there are al so non-nonopoly capitalists. In particular, there in utili an

urge ntinber of non-nonopoly white farms. This is the noat backW d
sector of the eapitaiist econony. The national farming debt in'1 986 exc 3rd
thegrose agricultural incone, and it was ten tines the sum of annual CC he
to (armng capitalists. Alarge nunber of white-owned capitalist fatrrl;r0 "
only able to survivexas a result of the npst -barbaric.oppnessionvsa:i:
exploitation of their black |abou

rers, and extensive ovem
other fornms oi protection. 8 ncm |l oans and
CQAnmong the white mddle strata, particularly fromthe Afrikaans speaking
rnnmunity, large nunbers are now integrated into the state bureaucrac
They fire highly dependent for their positions on having in powerh oliticyi
organi sation conmitted to a strong, racially privileged state burefucr ’'ca
cher secters of the white middle strata, professionals and banieuiarl aby-
nelligentsiia, often feel |east threatened amohg the white comitinit by the
prospect 0! a nonracial future. It is necessary to detach significant nzinler:
oi t hesc sectors from an uhquesti oning support for white mnority rule and
wnt emoverto the struggle for national deno’cracy. 'i " M'i t ' |
The? miiion economically actiye whites m
adnt hi strattve ahd teghnicui pgsitiogp. In many ways whitf wagereanmem
eqtstitute ii classical ilabour aristocracy". Although their |Ipng-terminterests
3;:133nmBkng confinon | eans: with their black workinntiass brqgthcgi ahd
, eca es O racia privilege have brou ht thei ' '
These have instilled a’' 8 mrw -mtcnal 83m -



n extrenely reactionary outl ook withi
. . nigii niiicant
proport|on oi white workers. It is iromthis stratumthat the uitra-rightw n
gZO fasnst panesrecl eive their major support. Wth the deepening crisis (8);
a"(31th;fncatn capiltalism and with the growi ng collusion between the state
it mongpo ies,- the economic situation of O’ |
i white workers has
’> niil eyted: Shut trade unions, which have far along tine been in deep
1 nwt managenent are now provin i ’
. g | easeand | ess cHecti
eef endrrg the interests of their menbers. Wil e organising white wage:
into progressive trade unonsmmd wi nning them away fronratzismis not an
easy task in the present situation, every endcavounnust be niacie in this
n, "I .l
ostiy hoI d clerical, xgggrvisgw,
i direction. : i
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ellum’ i tradictions and

" h'te classes and strata is not wtthout con

tzounThe ter-tendzizg. |lklthough historically all white c??fses anti :trzale:

" ofwhite mnority rule, the | erent 1h er. -

WM nund diam alliance are not static. Mnopoly: capitalisni now

dramw mMmm ") 8: in |abour froma nost: stable, better qualilied attd hi gher

001lmm :I1tfrk force. Fromthe perspective of nonopoly capital these

' ' and econonic restructuring of

30W nmgr odal nxg. ntggctudng is resisted by seczitikt: 0:2):

"t i class and petty bourgeoisie, and by sone O ,

Wwzwm in agriculture anti manufactuing. and increased

Above all. ..the grow ng revol uttonaxy chal engch cmuniting

i nternational isolation arenow Ammucally weakening t e cem d. am

hi bl oc Today the white conmunity is noreconlused, nmore IVl in

Sm'; derhoralitetl than in many decades. Wile cemw stigri’ ntzihc

A 'on.’ (hers are increasng

(Wow2' 1. (tingfnzmg 3:11: hegfasci st groupi ngs that propagatel the

.9 13-; c hatred. Cenerally speaking, these dillcrenees and con nets

nfm 7! ' nhfte bloc are not centred around the abolitton of |eblom

33:11:33;an Itht: majority, but around how best to maintain stability an

S I

Pdvucgc. Ir th I the deetgehing political and econom c edeis: increasing
"W?i ks are beginnihg to dollb! whether apartheid ts mdtheit’ (3:9

2:: terminterests. and whether it can ever bring t(liientritl 3::: :1; "zeiEErc tyo
'oan

Whi t el dom nmon $633.33? 2:312: [f)I’(t)$ili’ci":ust:ful produiction. It mean;

burden the nmPf’Y. | of whiteqmales into the apartheid anmes, to serve ah

wow WMD" use3 It means nore and nore dictatorial pohcestatc

maxim" ""1"" ciangul shing of civil liberties for whites thenselves. It

nchul "1d riggespi sed and shunned by the wole world, subjected to

nmmmrh’ so:;tts 2nd cultural isolation. It neans a future of uncertainty end,
eeo, . A. ,

men uue nOM/nany possibilities (or detaching ttigniiicant sects"? 02:22:
ueltioned feith in white minority nile. Indee .tnc . h

hm Il |ac? baagam now upoul i ng an anti-tipartheid poultiori. joiningt e
mum". w threat aligned Igeint the Pretoria regine. There Il also a |leng
W™ (NMO ' So th Africa pioneered in the 19203 by our Party. oi whiten

0" 41qu Mr |; dvilegel and standing shoulder to shoulder tnmth theln
mounting CO on 6 gumin the revolutionary! struggle for a united, non-

urn’ cal kl rnrrggxratic South Africa. One of the features of the struggles of the
ti
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1980s has been’ the still snmall but gromnng nunber of whi tes actively making
this fuIIerynvqut|onary conmitment. | n

Wthin :tho: colon|aIIy oppressed Iblaclt najon ty, the 6 mllion strong

working class is by far the largest and nost significant class fanme. Neither the
prof Qund ecdndnitt changes that have occurred in South Africa, nor the
restructuring that nonopoly capital advocatew, anount to an abolition of the
speoi tl col onial oppression of the black working class. Despite the changes.

bl ack workers still occupy the less skilled and | ower paid jobs. Inferior
education’, | ohe unequal’ provision! ofiresourcesiand the denial of politica
rights all continue to reproduce a racially divided, colonial-typeiwnt-Ibrce.
The system of national oppression has guaranteed a | ow paid bl ack | abour,

force, while allowing for changes in size and technical! understanding. Unti
thel9605 there were relatively few bl ackclerical workers and still fewer black
enpl oyees 1-whunwerc formally ’descn’bed a: tkilledd lem-IItilled; ur

supervi sors, foreman and workers in service capacities.

|" By the beginning of the 19705 the present shape of the working class had

been established’. A nore literate black work fohce entened occupations
pretlloualy | dom nated by whites, although the apartheid educational system
still limts the vast majority of African people to |low |levels of education

Col oni al i oppressi on of the black pmetan at has been retained through the
changes. Wites work al ongsi de bl acks who, at a | owerwage ahd with a | ower
status, increase their capacity to nma nodem i ndustry. Job descriptions are
redefined, as black: nove into then1at wages only a fractioh ol’ thatpaid to
whites; "3 - " 1w mi. .r. . ,
.

t Oppressed by the special colonial formof bourgeois dom nation in South
Africa and superexploited, black workers stand to gain the nost fromthe

i medi ate abolition of national oppression. It is also black workers whose

| onger-terrn interests are for the conplete and final eradication ofall tons of



oppression and exploitation in our country. i " t i ' |

The South African industrial proletariat, concentrated in the |arge urban
conpl exes haul enmerged as the nost organi sed and powerful mass

revol utionary contingent in our country. It: proletarian class consci ousness
has been devel oped and deepened by decades of militantttrade uni oni sm

Thie traditipnlis today enbodied in the South African Congress q! Trade

Uni ons (SACTU) and in the giant federation, the Congress of South African
Tradei Uni om (OCSATU). It is a working class that ha- responded in in
mllions to chlls for national stayaways; shutting down the m nes, factories,
shops, and bringing the capitalist econony to a grinding halt-ior days at a
WI"A . a working clan from anong whom i ncreasi hgly | arge nunbers are
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7 . - .Mrst-Leninist positions of the SAW; ppeniy

:upoxn?t hengpe: ptdva of socialism Wthin ountown . muntrythis

W hpt hcm i u foreatofuui h thnhnmmncel mc predated am am

hundredym asnby Mara and Engels for tWrktng clue novenent";

wor | dwal e. Maenbied in mllionswithin nevetyhnrtlandaf an adyansh

m uhmmywnd hadhmho st rumaganst pwotial Oppressi ohd. 2

Sout h Mdmyor ki ng chads poi sedt o’ be thug avedt ggeupf - capual utt

M - ne umJ.Ju

w. . I -1 1Ti-n.111."1

Men; % chroni ¢ Wmhaa noi w beeene a thml feature

of Southrica's capitaliat econony. Some mtxltlncnobrseekus enit ti:
hhounnmaritetmh ycanwhiia 9.3mm econprny, wonly able to . .50 ¢

I n nmdyt amal | proponi on. Ofiicialftgureu dehhetatei ymmderresul rnztl

the nmba- of unenpl oyed Mmn’ barmanvnui howThemt xcl w n:

admts: in the latte 19808. wem hcntcqi bvand 8 mii hm . uncnp 9y

Africans. O her groups,.inmauicular the Col oured peopl e, hayszef:
seriously 311%e unemQvhr-m .1: his .cnornmgus’ wastasc of the ungt 1
wealth ,aniiL MWV of outrmummim charactcrlsug bath ol..9oqu4

oPmi 00. 3nd of i capiwi ma mum baud on private profusiand m en

I

" Cd. 4, , 4 H | . iii lute

magnet)! a:hedto the South Aiiiean industrial prgletnmati sire theupprensed
77 hite-owned

ere amme 1.3nmnil hon hitch workers ohw , i

3:1?ng for Mwaiters qu thesel’itrmu tire tnyuriubly had. 1 hey

often txeated with brutality. wages awe extrenely |ow. and they are hot
22mm by | abour laws in dTect in other secton of the econony. Malnutrition
in conmon anong bl ack Children on white (arns) eqd-tnzim-ohildnmmmrc
thensel ves also forced to-worlt to supplenment themianhiy intonmef. .517?
The vast majority: of about thirteen and a half rnillion.peop let in
bant usum are | andl ess and M tboulihysl nck or’agncul tural’tnp encms.
Wil e iandl essness is acute, the land that is avul abk t9. Afnrgxn pug:
tends to be both overgrazed and barren. Ai nong househaids i msong: at

it is virtually only those that neive remttahccs fromlam hy nemers 'n
regul ar intervals, in the form afwageaor apfdncsnonf. whqg are able!) engage

" reduction beyond agnpot.i-. : e .-,
nggf nsegi me has tried to devel op auntum ol nl ddi e peasants, 1910
called i bona Ede farnerl’, in the bantunm Thll strategy has generaf y

fail ed becane patronage and corruption have led to resources or

devel opnent and the little etloctiue tanning land unilable failing into the
hands * ' t mnister; in

of vbantustan cm wants. and bantum gevernmen _

pm cul ar. Thou col | aborative stratadp’ not engage in smau-acal e farmg.
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but set; thenselves up in conmmrercial agricultural enterprises, often in joint
ventures as junior partners to white farners and commercial interests.. t
Wthin the econony of apartheid colonialismthe bmtuutunu serve at

wppi i ers oi cheup | ahpur and its dunping ground! for the unenpl oyed, the

aged and. the sick. Apart frommigrant |abourers and icgmutersi, who are
(greed to travel many hours fromdormitory townships, thevaxt majority of
peopl e in the buntustans are workersi famlies, unenpl oyed workers and

pgqr peasants. They are linked in nany ways, direct and indirect, to the
South African working class in their outlook and in their objective interests.
T heir denands are for land, for theright to settle where they choose, for
accure and rewarding work, and for an end to the corruption and repressive
actiopg of the bantustan authorities. In their struggle Wachieve these
demands the rural mmeses are the ngj’orsucial ally of the working class in the
broad struggle for national liberation, and the longer-termstruggle for the
spei'glist transformation of our country, . . e i

among the oppressed black majority pfour country there is 4 fairly snal

hyt growing and relativelyjigniiicant range ol nmiddle strata, nmade up ol’a
cunmer ci al petty bourgeoisie, and various professional categories. These
ntidtlle strata suffer, Wth their fellow blacks, under the brutal and

hum liating systemof colonialism The najority of these mddle strata, in
terns of their living conditions, their speial origin and their pgiitica

usHi futipgta are closely linked to the optim sed black proletariat. Despite the
regime’s attenpts to wgg these black nmiddle strata, hoping to transform
theminto a buffer between the masses and the white eql onial blpc, the
overwhel mng nmgjority have rejeeted these plays. Indeed, the active

partigi pution of black mddle strata within the national denocratie

noverment has been an inportant feature ol our revolutionary struggle. This



is not to say that there are, no other, contradictory tendenci es anong sections
of the black mddle strata. The apartheid regi ne has not abandonedita
attenpts to win themover, and their continued allegiance to the peopieis
cause requires active and ongoi ng work. ,

There is also a very snall but energing black bourgeoisie in South A 'ripa.

At present it controis nmeans gf production that are responsible for |ess than
two percent of our countty’s gross national product. One fraction of this
emergent bl ack bourgeoisie is closely associated with the various apartheid
col | aborative structures - |ike bantuatan adm ni strations, comunity
councils, managenent.commttees. and the tricaneral parliament. Uuingits
control of subordinate, bureaucratic apparatuses and, by patronage and
cqrruption it accumul atesl sone capital resources. Because of its dependency
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on these apartheid structures, this fraction tends to be extrenely reactionary,
aligning itself to the colonial mMing bloc. However, its subordinate status and
its very dependence upon the ruling bloc are sonetinmes the source of

ment ments and secondary contradictions which can be expl oxted byt he

l'i beration novenent. ' -

" Ot her emergent factlons of the black bour geoi si e are devel opi ng out of
petty bourgeois conmmrercial activities, and al so through the Professtonal arid
manageri al mum Though growi ng in nunbers, their entrepreneuria

operation: mm n bl ocked by the econom c ttrangl ei hold of the nonopolies

end by racial oppression. These strata cm be won over into the brand
national |iberation novenent. i 4 .

The black majority includes two sizeable groups, the Coloured anti Indian
peopl es. They share with the African majority the bitter. sulfenng and

hum |iati on of racial oppression. There have been consul erabl e soei a

changes over the last 30 years within these communities, Wth a growrg
process. of class diil’erentiation. The apartheid regime. has used these
changes, in particular the growi ng anuence of Sone of their upper strata: to
intensify its attenpts to win active collaboration fromthese oonmnnes.
These attenptsl by the regime have failed dismally’, and the Col oured anti

I ndi an people in their majority have soundly rej ected and 130131ch the few
col l aborators drawn fromtheir mdu. * °

The Col oured community. nunbering sonme 3 mllion, is predom nantly

wor ki ng class’in character. This community is subjected to many forrns of
ncinl diecrimnation. reflected in low Itandards of |iving, education
housing. nutrition and health. The changes in the national econony, Wth

i ncreased capital investment in the manufacturing sector’ mthe W03, led to
A significant growh in the nunber of Col oured workers in white-collttr and
skilled jobl. and | declining relative there of Col oured enploynment in the

| ower manual and unskilled occupations. ' ' h

' Despite theee ndvntee the average Col oured nDntth wage was still only

35% of the average white earnings in 1986. Another significant change in the
| ast decades has been the novenment of Col oured wonen out of donestic

service and agriculture into aem-tltilled manufacturing, sales and clerica
wor k. Col oured farm | abourers still work and |ive under wetched

conditions. The increased nechani sation of agriculture has resulted in Over

| (XIJDO Col oured farm workers | oaing theirjobs since 1960. They and their
hmlies have swelled the ranks of the unenployed in the urhan areas.

Al t hough the Col oured conmunity has always sullered racnal oppression

inthe tint half of this century it occupied a privileged position in relatlan to
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Africans. The white ruling group extended variouu concesniom’- such as a
qualified franchise, trade union rights, and property rights 3 - in order to
prevent the energence of a united front of bppressed bl aekb agai nst white
colonialism This policy was not w thout success. "However, with the
accession or the National Party to power in ’'1948, many of these relative
privileges were renpved. in" the late 1950: and 19603 ’'the Col oured
conmunity was subj ected to brutal, nass forcedirenoval s under the G oup
AreatAct. t Jt * WI "i" . "W

" In the 1980: the regine’t attenpts to incorporateCol ounrd people wthin
theit’ricameral parliament have failed mternbly. |ncrealing nunbers of

Col our ed peopl e have now conme to align’thentel vea unanbivalently with

the broader struggle of the African majority. One of the nobst significant
devel opnents in the 19809 has been’ the militant, mass participation of the
Col oured conmmunity in the national denocratic struggle.

The I ndian comunity, nearly one nillion strong, originates mainly’ from

the indentured | abourers who cane to work in the Natal sugar fields a
ge’'ntuiy’ and ia half ago. Fromthe earliest times all sor’td of degradi ng and
di scrimnatory reStHEti ons have been placed on South African Indians,
restrictions which they have resisted in many historic struggl essToday there
is a substantial mnmber ’'of Indidn industrial workers. Like their fell ow
African workers they' |’a’ ce"appalling ’problenms of unenployment and
overcrowding in slumconditions. There is also a significant stratum of

I ndi an nmerdhants, factory owners and smitll shopkeepers. Indian business
people, and all sections ioflthe comunity; nre’subjeeted to nunerous
disabilities, especially relating to land' i and property ownershi pw and
econom ¢ opportunities. Until rbcentlytthey were n allowed to nove from
one province' to another w thout special pernits. The ap’ artheid regi me has
applied the G oup Areal Act Wth pdrticular ferocity against the Indian

doni nunitien. uprdbting themfrdmtheir honmel and |i Vell hoodt.

On the other hand, the Indian comunity in general’lhat advanced

econom cally and socially much tnore trapidl t thah’ O her oppressed



conmuni ti es. There’ hat been a significant increaie in thehunber ofl ndian

peopl e in professional, managerial and supervisory positions in the |ast

twenty years. In-nddition, the rigid applieation of the G oup Areas Act fol

over 25 years, which’ has seen the enforced separation of Indian' nnd African
conmunities has also! had a political’tand cultural impact. Any negative
tendencies resulting fromthesedevel op’ nents present special challenges to

the national libcratibn struggle: in” the task 0’! forging the broadest unity of
action ofthe oppressed, while recognising rea |lculturnl And other dilierences.
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In acconplishing this task it is necespary to build upon thelong tradtuons
within the Indian cgmuqgity of united struggle with the Alricun peoples. In
the 19703 nd 1980; these tratjit’tuna have been aetively reasscrtekl|tlmsh
the Natal and Trnvaal Indian angyesses. 1.

Work anongst the ttidian people has to take into account the claes
dillerentiatiop within this community. Wile there has been sone CCQD QHTIC
advance within this community, it has not been evenly spread. The maJdority
of the econom cally active Indian people in our country are expl ontedwage

| abquren. toilitnmshpul dertpshoul der with African workers. | ppancul ar

thank al arge mceytration of Indian workers in the garnent tritlusuy,

many 0! them working in appalling sweat-shQp conditions. Deepening the

cl ass ownei gusness of Indian wgrkers, and strengthemmg their claws unityt

wi dythe najerity of workere it a priority tgslt. . , t I d,.

The Crisis of ColonialismofaSpecial Type t .

Today, colonialismofa speeial type is iqgleep cr|S|s "1 he CO0515. igthe retult. ole
eonbi nati on of hem - the econgrrtic inpasse 0&ch ?)Irican eapttaligrn

i nternational golation. divisions in the ruling bloc, arid,g .ovc tall, thehrgad
eq/ ol utionagy struggle. The present C. Si: is nore gencr’ lul’cdl geep-roqtcc
md cndurinsthan am of the Insend the. early 19.995; , a .

| .The present crisis igimmatcly linltetl 19. the econom c chqghges’ of the
premumperiod. find to their ipterqgctign, with the . ecntrul AlMquq _ol
coloniiilismoff: special type, The devel opnent of tin adygpged cgpitalist
economy, with it; heedp for arelglitively settled and sltill’ed work | oree eqd an
expandi ng mar ket nhavver heeq distorted hy etiaytheid ggqulz'dllsm 4
; On the econlomilc front the crisis has many lcpwcy ii severe shortest? ti
skills its a result pf the ctiltum agtl educational ppprgsston ol thetmajortlty,
the | argevscal e underutilisatiphlgf pntiiictivc capacuy, an ' wcreaeutg
reluctance. of septumto..immin’ fussd cantal . am nwawm WAV
Wi nt L-Itillg h . _ihl": , ..

mani | a cmn|lny |an/sm5na3|nstht|Ic the awhfw .813": Itself
demmqu grisis- The ne. wnhns | argerscal p nvCEtncn; |n.
strategi c i ndusuiss anti Wainlntrugturc, hamtbs: pesabscn anoyl ng
bx: for capitalisntlcucl pppmt- But it is now commbputls directly mthc
overall aishnldtc $0.09th Rdying increasingly (quits sprvwgl nn pakcti
npt essi on and upgnzregional ,mlitary adventuns, .theaparjthetdregtneis
squndcrins nmunms onits rcprmvce machi ncnl naddnon. the netal.
institutionsnf political gohtm hay; $pawned ahugg et et el bureaucracy.
There _ are utnemu, recially separate , gdm ni stmymp gepqrtnentq,
N
1w
bant ust an apparatuses. and the tricaneral parliament. These are n’ heuvy
drumon the regime’s linanttes. The resulting lineal crisis has, in turn, luellod
inllation and provoked severe dilliculties inthe repaynment ol 'l orcign | oans.
The ruling bloc's strategic. objective of securing arnmanul acturing-I|ed
econom ¢ boom to pull the econony out of its stagnation has not
matcriali sed. The oppression of the black nmajority, withllow wages and
massi ve unenpl oynment, has resulted in a'very restricted honme market. On
the other hand, attenpts to conpete on international markets with South
African manufactures have also failed to live up toithe regi nel sexpectations.
South Africa’s manul actured goods are, generally, not conpetitive on world
markets. The attenpts to conmpete have resulted sinply in a greater
dependence on foreign markets for inported machi nery and high
technol ogy. "Il he-southern African market is nore accessible to South African
manuf acturers. but the mlitary and econom ¢ destabilisation of our
nei ghbouring countries inpoverishes the whole region, thus restriCing its
mar ket potential. A ..
But, above all, the crisis of apartheid colonialismis a political crisis. The
ruling class and its political representatives realise that it is inpossible to
continue ruling in the old way. Anpbngst their nmajor strategies is the attenpt
to secure black participation and col |l aboration in a subordinate form of ci vi
government. At the political level the essence ol’'the regime’s crisis is precisely
the failure of this strategy. As long an significant black participation |
wi thhel d, the regimefs crisis will continue to fester and, in one form or another,
upsurge and revolt will continue with increased intensity and frequency.
Every racist constitutional and Ireformi initiative, designed to divert the
revol uti onary pressures, has |anded on the rocks. Such initiatives have
usually led to an increased tenmpo of struggle. The forced retreat fromthe
concept that the bantustans would provide the |l’Inal aolutionl, and the self-
evident inel Tectiveness of the tri-canmeral parlianment, are anong the nost
significant of these failures. The attenpt to win black participation in the
setting up of local ghetto councils - as a step towards the so-called | G eat



| ndaba, - has failed ignoniniously.

The reformfailures, the absence of any viable altematiye political strategy,
growi ng international isolation, the changing relation between raci sm and

prolit ’In- inportant sectors, a bleeding econony and, above all, the

unrel enting peoplels resistance, have led to significant splits and divisions at
the top. Wthin the dom nant race group the centuries-old confidence and

belief in the eternal survival of white hegenonyi hu’ begun to evaporate,

leading to a significant shift in the traditional context of white politics.
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, The ideol ogi cal cenment which had foo 80 | ong bonded the mai nstream

[white politicttogether, hat crumnbled considerably and there is no substitute
to (ill the gape. A(tiltaner nationalism-rlthe tribal pillar of white politica
pawn in the poetrwer pen od r- in developing significant cracks. Its mddle

nmu | eadu-t Ml tucceufully exploited Afrikaner nationalismto wm

political ollioeand with it access to the upper echel ons of the econony. The
unbnee between English and Afrilwer capital is leading to a noticeable

ehilt away fromthe puncly ethnic divide within the white bloc. i’ ., ,

The reginme it let: and leu able to neet the expectations either of the
capitaliu date it npruenu or the nmof white workers .who have. for over

hall | century acted u its historic political suppon. base. Munting

i ntemati onal pneuurea are having a serious ellect on the econony and coul d

mach apui nt which can no long: be tolerated by the capitalist classy a

whol e. The tench for a. way out of the crisil i: also lending to increased

udl lett’on end divitiomw thin the power bl oc.

11m deep-nooted critil and conilict in South Africa cannot be resol ved

within the confine: of the apartheid colonial ayatom N or can they be resol ved
by dtn Nationalist Party regime or any other section of the ruling class The
battle time at all sections of the ruling class revolve around maintaining the
elemof the tyltem ol oppreuion. and nmonopoly control over the wealth of

South Allies. Qur struggle I! not, and cannot be. nmerely for civil rights within
the hnmewodt of the existing eyttcm This iystemis rooted In the specia

eol oni tl 1 ubjuutionolthenmajodty olthe South than people and the denia
oftheitbuiciishu. . . .1 .,

4i NATLQNAL ngMogi gnc REVOLUTI ON

The i mediate. mm of the overwhdming majority of the South African

people lie in the win; out of fundanmental change: a national denpcratic
revolution which will eventth the colonial tune and establish. a united.
denp-cntic end non-raniel South Africa. The main content 0! this revolution

is the national libention of the African people in particular. and the black
penpl e’ in general

Th: historical experieng: oi nubjugated peopl es everywhere,- --and our own
experi ence, have shown thatthc ruling class will not relinquish power of its
own eccottl. It has to he renoved by the conbined force of the Struggling
9009b Scinte of power by the revolutionaty nasses is the fuwdanentttl task
ill the national denmontic nolution This will. entail. the destruction of
mating ewe inetitutiwi duisned to nmaintain and defend col oni a

oppression. In their place. denocratic 'uistitutiomw || be set up
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Already, in the.t;ourse of struggle, the revolutionary. nmasses have built
various rudinmentary fornms of peoples governnent in the localities where

raci st institutions are destroyed _or severely weakened. The people’s
conmittgea and rel ated popul ar institutions such as peoplels courts and
defence committees, as well as ellorts to set up and atrengthental temative
structures in the fields of education, culture, sports and ,others, constitute a
creative advance ol ’'the ains olthe national denocratic revolution. As |long as
the ruling bloc still controls the central organs of power, these popul ar
[tnuctureu will always experience great dillieultieu. The matte: thensel ves
have yet to nmuster enough strength to uuttuin these ntructuret. But any
weakneuee end reverses experienced now cannot detract (nmthe centra

i mponance of organs of people: power as a product and an effective weapon

ol "struggle. These organs will hel p shape the content of national denocracy

in our conditions. The building, strengthening and defence of that: organs,

in the course of struggle. in a crucial task.

The main) ains of the national denocratic revolution are outlined in the
Freedom Charter, which has al so been endorsed by the mass denocratic

novenent representing mllionspf the struggling people. South African

Comuni sts consider that the achi evement of the aims of the Charter wll

answer the pressing andi immedi ate needs of, ,the people and lay the

i ndi spensabl e basi st for the advance to socialism

The foundation of the national denmocratic state will be popul ar

representative institutions qf governnment based on, one-peraon, one-vow.

uni versal and direct adult franchise without regard to race, sex, property and
other discrimnatory qualifications. T heae bodicixwill have to be accountable
to the people and subjept to popular control. For it to save the people’ is
interests, tIm MNstate nmachinety- the arny, the police,.thedudiclary and

the civil BCWCCr’ will he open to all South Africans |oyal to denocratic and
non-ui eiul principleu. "I "he utute will guarantee the huic freedonms and rights
ol "all citizenu, such an the freedomul’'tpeech and thought. 01’ the peel: and of
organi sation, ol novenent, of conscience and religion and hill trade, union
rights lor all workers including the right to strike



it must be one 01 the basic policies and ainms of the national denocratic

state |10 raise the living standards of the people, and in particular, eradicate
the centuriesm d injustices perpetrated agai nstkthe black majority. This
applies to wages and j ohoppurtunities, edugation, housing. health and ot her
amenities ,

in order to,satiuly the needs ol the people and ensure bal anced and rapid

devel opnent oi the econony. it will he necessary to ensure popul ar contro
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overvital secton ol the econony. This will entail the continual strengthening
of the state sector in the mning. heavy industry, banks and ot her nonopoly

i ndustries. The national denocratic state will deline the general paraneters
of econonic activity. In addition, it must ensure that workers in particular
and the people in general play an inportant role in the running of
enterprises, and that the necessary cadres are trained and depl oyed to serve
the national interest. To fully elininate the-system ofcolonial domnation, it
wi Il be neceuary to ensure denocratic ownership and control over decisive
aspect sof theeeononmy. At the same tine,the state will protect the interested
private buineu where | heserare not inconpatible with the public interest.

This applieeequally to land distribution: there is an inperative need to
tutor: land to the people. This will take a variety of fornms. including state
ownenhip oi |argescale farns, redistribution of |and anong the, |and-

hungn/ nuees and state assistance to them the setting up of co-operative
farns. and guaranteeing the freedom of novement and settlenent. It wll

al eo- entail the task of overcom ng ' the enornbus economc under -

devel opnentof many mm legions. AIl . . . | - e’ X

The realiution of these objectives alto constitutes the foundation to the
solution of the national question in Sauth Africa, a basic task of the nationa
denocratic revolution. The new :tate will accelerate the struggle to unite al
South African: into a oingle-nation and consolidate’the gains already made.
The bait ior-luch national unity is being laid; in the course of common
struggl e of the overwhelmng majority of South Africans - black and white

- agai nst the common eneny. This struggle has wought havoc with the

regime’s ageold ruse oi divide-and-rule. The popul ar oliensive agai nSt the
banttntan Iystemand tri-canmeral parlianent is a reflection of the failure of
eneny plays. At the sane time, nore and nore whites are joining the ranks
ohnti-npartheid forces. The struggle fora conmon nati onhood is reinfoned

by the reality’ of interaction anong the majority of the people in the

wor kpl nehvwi t hi n a single natiohal econony and territory. _ | |

However, the process of nation-formation has to be backed upvby a

conscious ell’ort on the part of the liberation alliance and the new denocratic
state. Al discrimnatory |laws and practices will be abolished, and the
prewhi ng end practice oldiscrimnation and contenpt on the basis of race,
colour or ethnic group shall be considered crimnal. . t 'l

i National unification of ourpeople will also recognise their diversity in
cultures. custom and | anguages. It will be one of the basic tasks of the
denocratic state to devel op-and encourage the-Il1ourishlng of the diverse

cul tures and | anguages of all the people. Such a policy, conbined with the
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ellort to pwute elenteliwthal alt.cumon wall South Africans, is not
contradictory tolthc inocess of building national unityte , 1-1 .

In pronoting full equality, the new gtwernmentl will .have tu:rid. South
Alricu ol’ the privileges currently accorded tolthciwhite community w thout
utttl cuniniug thenghts of individuals. The white people,like all other South
Al ncans, will have the right to devel op those elenents in their culture which
ate not based uh racismand privilege. On .the other hand; the call |’ur group
rights '- its distinct li’umthe rights ul’individual citizens -. is fraught with the
danger ul perpetuating inequality and thus underm ning the very tenets o
denocracy and intional -unity. Il . .. .t . t .t

The tasks ul’ the national denmocntiu revolution are allunterrelated. Bath

the national and denpcratic objectives hingeun the fundamental questions

A lllgl cpuwer and ownership ol’zindeontrol nver the national wealth. 1n the
wunzl s ol "tlw Freedom Chatter, itunly a denocratic state, based on the will of
all the people, uan secure to all their birthright Mhtiutdistinction ol’col our
rachaemurbelieli... .-1 mu, , . . |

Only such a state can guarantee the national independence and

sovereignty ulouncounry, lilld ensure that South Africa playtits rightful role
in an equal partnen in .the devel opnental the region and the continentyand

in pronoting world peace and sociallprugress. . . | . | ..~

1 dw .l u I "1 .21, .ua

Rol e of the Wrking Cass in the National Denocratic Revol ution

The realisation of the basic guidelines setuut in thcl’'reedom!| Charter and
their ongoing consulidatiun alter the seizure of power, will be determ ned by
a nunber ol’lactors. Anong the majgr ones are: the correlation oliclass forces
within the liberation alliance. thestmimgth of this allianoelrelative to the
overthrown cl asses.- and the international balance of forces. in the lina

anal ysis, this dependl-nn the extent to which the woaltingel ass, the |andl ess
.nral masses and progcessive sectionsnf. the m ddl e stratavassune deci sive
positions within the denocratic alliance. Among these forces .- which are
objectively interested in thorough-going revol utionary-tranl bnnation- the



working class is the leadirig force. . t. .- '

The character of any revolution is deternlnedhy object|ve realities and

Im by the wishem individuals or parties. In our situation, the unity in action
of t he oppressed-and denocratic forces around the basic national denocratic
denmands constitutes the nmust powerful revolutionary weapon agai nst the

ruling class. T o weakenthis unity by placing the attai nment oi’'socialismon

the i medi ate agenda would, in fact, betu postpone the very attai nnent of
socialist. transl’ormation. . . - , m
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- The denundebrnau’ onnl denocracy unitethe overwhel m ng majon’ty of
strata and eecton tithe oppteseed; bladt workers, the |Iandl ess nral nmasses,

till: intelligentsia; ' eeltum woeltere. section: of black business, youth.
.wetnen, teligintueomunities, spom people and othem These denmands
an: elmin the loug-tetmintereet ofwhite workers. small |’ annen and m ddl e

[ tnte what ngether makeup the bul k of the white popul ation

The etnggl M ot: national denpcracylie also an expreuion 'ol the class
, . mmdi ction betweentho bl ack and dech force: on theone hand, and
the monopoly capitalist: on thenthem The tteengl ehol diol’a small numnbenol
white nonopoly capitalists over the great bul k. of outicounuy’e nationa
wi t h endreeounu i eheeed on col oni al ditposecui on and pronote: racia
opnenton. Thie concentrationd wulth end powen perpetuetcw the super-
exploiutn on of mllions of black workers. It perpetuates the desperttte plight
of milliomoi thelendl eu rural poorw And it bl ocks the advance of bl ack
buni neu and ot her sector; of the oppressed. Thiereality, therefore, farnms the
basi s of the anti-nbnopol ycontent ol’ the national denocratic programre.

But. . in our conditions in which national oppression and econom c
expl oi tation an inexun’ nably-1'tnked, there canuat thexend; of the day. be no
fundanmental |iberationwi thout lull. economnmic emancipation; wthout the

advance to a socialist and coxnmuni eti bturenTo achi eve this, tho-Sonth
African working clau- and black workent in particular - must play the
leading role in the nntiom denocratic struggle. . t . - "~

oj ectively. becane of the nunbers at their conmmand, entl because of

their concentration anticollective organisation within the atrategi epoints o
the economny. black worker: are better placed than any other class oretratum
among the oppteued tol eed the national denocratic struggle. Their nations
Al'len the economc |oundetlon d the systemof colonialitmot’ a special type.
And it is black worken. a clue with no property ttaku in present-day South
Africa. who eta nounpehl e of taking the national denocratic struggle to its
M eeteoncludn. mm. Anu. ;.. u’

Workers. more than any other clan in out: societyg understand fromtheir

own |lives the inportance ol collective solutions to social problenms. 1 heirvery
poeition within producti hn end Aheir daily struggl es have school ed our
working class tn the need for organi netion andunited’ action. f he exittenceof
a largem eu conscious proletariat u the greatest asset to our revolution

The rol e of black workers at the donminant force in our struggle Is
absolutely crucial to ensure that the national denocratic revolution lays the
basis for a transition to socialism Wether we will be able to make a Iteady
advance in this direcuon depends mainly on the rol ethet the working class
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plays today. It is vital that black workers ally to thenselves all classes and
strat hgnong the oppressed and all other forces who havea reglinterest in the
ereetton of a united, denocratic honrracial South Africa. By chanpioning

the interests of the oppressed people and all those who aspire to denpcracy;
by strengthening the front oforgahisations struggling for national denocracy,
bl ack workers are able to win the confidence of all denocratic forces as the
vanguard class tn the national denocratic struggle. Uthe workemwere to
reject broad alliances and "go it alqgne" then they would in y fact be
surrendering the | eadership 01' the national struggle. "Wrking class putity”
| eads to working clqu suicide. -

However, the alliance strategy does not mean that the working clasp

shoul d abandon its own class orgptnttationi. It ii of crucial inportance that
the working class builds and strengthens its own independent class

organi sations while cu-operating with, and indeed |eading, the broad
denocratic forces. Nor does it mean that propagation of socialist ideas
shoul d be, postponed until popul ar seizure of.,pow,er in the nationa
denperatic revolution. The Communi st Partyl and ot her working class

organi sations nmust ensure that the ideas of socialismNC w dely debat ed,
spread and take root, especially anmong the working people.

The National Denopcratic Revolution and Transition to Soeialisrh

Victoxy in the national denocratic revolutionit, |I'qgr. our working classtthe
nost direct route to socialismand ultinmately comuni sm The existence in
South Africa of the matertal conditions for socialism7; the relatively
advanced technical level and a strong working class :7 and the achi evenent of

the nutlunal denocratic revolution. will npt in thenselven guarantee an
advance to socialism In order to create the conditions for such an advance,
the working class will have to ensure that the national denocratic tasks are

consi stently cuhed W- The working class nust win for itself the doni nant
role in the new governnment, and see to it that the character ptthe nationa
denocratic state accords with the genuine intereqts of the people. The
progranmme to elimnate nonopoly control over the econgny and to tail or



econom ¢ poligies according to the needs pf. the people will have to be
scrupul ously ensured . . .,

In the period after the seizure of power by the denocratic forces the
working class will need to continue the struggle against capitalism It wll
need to strengthenyits urganigations and build the bases ol working class and
popul ar pgwer inrthc econony, it; all sectqus of the state and in the
conmuni ti es where the people live. A deliberatcellon will have to be nadeto
107



prevent attenptsby the bourgeoisie and aspirant capitali St el enents -’ and
their inperialist supporters - to dominate state power and divert the

revol uti on. Constant nmass vigilance will also have to be exercised and action

taken agai nst such negative tendencies as the stilling of popul ar denocracy,
di esbureaucrati sationl of the state and corrupt practices in government or in
soci etyasawholew -t - - '"- | w M’

In order to prevent the emergence of a seed-bed for capitalist resurgence

and ensure an advance to socialism the working class nust win to its side

ot her sections oltheworlting people. both now and after the popul ar sei zure

of power. The |l andless rural nmasses, sections of the intelligentsia, students,
| arge contingent: of youth and wonlten (as social groups), sonme snall

busi nessnen and other forces stand to gain fromthevictory of the socialist
u.. .’

revol ution. |
" The transition to socialismw ||l be neither conpletely separate from nor
contradictory to the' tasks of the national denocratic revolution. On the one
hand, consistent ihtplenentati on anddel ence of the national denocratic
progranmme conStitute a najor guarantee for progress towards socialism On

the other hand, nany of the major objectives of the national denocratic
revolution will be fully acconplished in the process of socialist construction
Among t hese tasks are conplete national |iberation and equality,

elimnation ol sex discrimnation. and, nore significantly, the elimnation of
nonopol y domi nati on-overthe econony. - °’ ' '

1 t4

H1

The Soci al i st Perspective

A socialist revolutionldil’lers fromall other revolutions in world history. It sets

out to abolish private ownership of the means of production and all forns of
oppression. The systens ofslaveiy’, feudalismand capitalismare all based on
the private ownership of the neans of production and oppression of one class
by another. Thus, capitalist relations of production devel oped even before

the bourgeoi sie had achi eved political power. But -the devel opment of

socialist relations: which will bring an end to the system of economnc
expl oi tation, cannot begin until theworlting class and its allies have won state
power. While the material bisis for socialismia created by capitalismitself,
socialist relations of production are realised only after the politica

I A

revol ution.

"t The fundanmental questionlol’ nny socialist revolution is the w nning ol
politicnl power by the working class, in alliance with other progressive

el ements anong t he people. The working class then sets out’to elimnate
exploitntion by athieving public ownership and denocratic control of the
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rneans of production. Fundanmental to the socialist politieal systemis the
tntrotittetion of the wi dest denocracy to the greetest majorlty of the I people
and the elimnation of all forns of discrimnation. At the same tine the

wor kers, state should prevent the resurgence of the overthrown classes hoth
nmernel and external. * AVI | "1 . 1" | i,

In a socialist society, there are tieither exploiters nhr the exploited. Public
owner shi p of the neans of production, neans of distributionend rheans of

eitchenge is the foundation of the sogiglist econony; ; Governing the
di stnhption ofincome is the principle, "Fromeach according to their ability
to each according to their work". A large ahd increasing portion iilisocietys

wealth is used to raise the living, standards ofthe pehple by ensuring housing
low rents and transport fares, free education ahd heal thAcare: and ot her
benelits. Socialismis a humane system which pronotes the/Viree' ziiid all-
round devel opnent ofall individ uals insociety. The chroni e Scourges of even

the nost advanced eapitztlist countries such as Imass |lunem|tiynent

tnlletion. ryttlitrul crises and social waste are CillInlllalcg.h " 1" PH ,

[ hruttgli social ownership and denocratic control tof the means of

production, the socialist econony is cliaracte’ rlised by a Qualitatively higher
| evel of planning and tzo-ordinatiuri thftn! isiiphssible under capitalism
Devel opni eht is not ha phazerd and spoptaneottth is not left iti’chance nor to
the greed ol a few exploiters. It is nade to serve to the needs.of society as a
whole. Inthis way it is possible to ensure that the contiipediir/ealth and
hurmari energies of society are harnessed to benefit societi ase’ Wole.
Somalismis a transitional stage on the road to'clortiintihism a still higher
stage of human society. Commu’ nisni’ils a O assless social system wth all-
round public ownership of the meinms of production, acconpani ed by the

growm h of productive forces sullicient to ensure the abtindiihce 9f goods
enabling the principle to heaPplied: " F romcachvaccoirdin to thci’'gability’ It;



each according to their needs? The btiilding of sociafismanti 'gradita

devel opnent to conmuni sm’'where tvorlgersl!|plower hasitriiinphed the

realisation of socialismis a long attd,ofteh diffictilt process. ' | |

Basi ng ourselves on the crcgtivity, notivatioiinand organi sati on of our

wor ki ng cl ass and peopl g on the | essons and experiences of ourlqonradcs in

the sogal ust countries, and on the fraternal intet'iizitiutm relatigps’'that area
basic |l eature olworld socialism the South African’i Norkingiclass i phossesses

:3: wegponsto develop rapidly 9n the road to a sqgialist apd eonmuni st

ure. |
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5. THE NATI ONAL DEMOCRATI C MOVEMENT' AND
" id ColonialilmWIIl be overthrown by the oppreued
Bsszuemirggl ed by 1h; revolutionary rhoveneht. Fhle "statsziftiir:
has gram); developed in. experience 'and matti hty, and heche
tmmy yemi ef eonpiex and difficult struggle. d f the natidna
The Africati National Congreps is the tpearhea o . h . f .can
denocratic revolution’ . The ANC was forned. in 1:1: 20531::zzvzgpzd kg)
"' i ial oressm. a .
peopk"ifsrtsglgiig tahzszggfezed 22d denocratic forces in tmttani
"Plat; Today'idespite’ many years of illegal and iundergrotnd existe' rtcle,
gigNC. 3-5 36 head of the revoiutionary alliance - OCCQPIC. S a vnuel y
il
nchal l en ed place as the popul ar vanguard force in the liberatien :rtliggie.
it hasl h'titt’ ghaed grdWng"al | egi ance 3nd suppgn froth the | ovetw e ntng
ma-ority of the am ling neeses. . . em. Ah ad
3:11: ANC does riggepresent "ahy single class o.rian);.:::et;:c::::;ry;ss;jl (inc
"t't’J’'n aliiance and prine representative 0 1-,
fgtgxeb||lt|r|ethh|n its tahks hll - fron1mhatever 1:185: they aznrlr g:
i " " i i" light for the ainms of the rec oma | ,
SUPPO’' 1 and are nmdy 10 i te icall | d of our eople are
I HI Y pace Pt
overwhelning majority and nost titra g d. olconhcworkingdasg
e’ ANC t herefore, recognses the lea’ nmgr t ' . t
lefgx’ participation in’its rank: is one of the impotwrtt ways In "wtilttlilgltg
nfrkfng class plays its hole iri the’ derhqcratlc revol I uti onx. H owever, t e e
T,V rk rs’th uand ppl|t|cal party. . ;.

"10:01:: irtciporta n? oi gan|sed cont|ngent of the denocratichfotees tsftille
trad: nion’nnvenent: A trade’ union is the prine nmass orgahisattorgo _t 5:
wodti hg class To fulfill its purpose. it nmust bias broad as pessghleta’t; 1 3:3
' i " "1 Wltmutunite, onanmusn _ n,

It ht to maintaihitslegal public status. . neg; But 31th union

rketl’, atiwhatever’'leVel or’pohtical consetotis . L

munobe involved in polidcal etritgglei’fhe capitthst Itat:| excinrgzeu 22:31:
7' ainst WAr era an .
def enceof t heboues. !tusesits peyerag _ tau htworkmin every
h'n to defendapttaltsm Reality has. 3
magng thatti’t ’is’ix' npossible for trade union? to keep oltliti of the

. _ho ot )t
liticai conflict. i t ’
??:?Srgti nuy where raC|sn1and cap|tal|sn1are two stdeszfthzsanergtirg
, ~as: er

stal clear that a trade unbn cannot stan

3:333:23; The organi sed involvenent of trade unions in the

ol utionary struggle help: reinforce the dom nant role ofwrkers as a cl ass.
rev
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However, this does’ not nean that aitnde’ uni on novenent curl

rol e ofa workers, vanguard party. In fact, the basic character ofa tra
nmeans that such’a trade uni on novenent

political |eadership nust represent the-worKki

classes and to the state. The political panyo

wor kersi - involvenentrin all |brns of strugg

armed and unarnmed, abovenboard and und

trade union | novenent cannot car

attenptod’'to do so, it would riskb

play the

dc uni on

cai nnot play this role. Wrkont’

ngdassin'itn rel’atidnto all ntlior

f the workingoiau rmust ensure

e appropriate to the situation ..

ry out these functions’to the-1"ull. If it
eing destroyed. | " i t?’
N I T e S D A

Vanguard Role of the SACP t °

In South African conditions.

made up ofthe nost tried and

vi’owv, Ift

a workers’ nvang’ uard politieal’ putty nust be
081661 representativeyoif this class: Its nenmbem
M ce wi th an understandi ng of ' Marxi st theny



dedi cation to the workersi cause; and a readiness,

cry lives in the cause offreeddn and socialism

Ot earn the honoured title onangtiard merely by

proclaimng it. Nor does its claimto he the uphol dcr and custodi an uf

Mar xi sm | imi nismgive it’a nonopoly of political wisdomor a natu’'ral right

to excl usive contm Ofthe struggle. At each stage ofits’ politidaliife, guided by a
correct appiication of Marxi st revolutionary theory, a Party must win its place

by its superior efforts ofl eadership and its devotion to the revolutionary cause.
The SACP works consistently to forge the South African working class nu)

a powerful force, capable ol’playing the leading role in the struggle for nationa
denocracy and in carrying out its historic mssion ofabolishing exploitation

and creating a classless society. The Party strives to spread the wi dest possible
under standi ng of the ideol ogy of Marxi sm Leninism particularly inits
application to South African conditions. Its strategy and tactics consist in
transform ng the i medi ate struggle: of the working class into an organi sed,

cl asswonti ous of fensive agai nst oppression and capital.

Through all devel opnents and turns of events, the i Communi st Party

al waysr hol dsi before the workers their-long-term objective: the creation of a
comuni st society. At the same tinme, the Party always links this long-term
objective toithe actual struggles of the imediate situation. It strives to forge
and strengthen the .broad alliance of oppressed and denocratic South

Africans for the attainment Ofnational denocracy on the path to the final goal
The SACP plays its role both as an independent or '’

the revolutionary alliance headed by’the AND. T’

between the multivcl ass | eadership role of the ANC, andnthe working class

and practice, an unconditiona

il need be, to sacrifice their v

A Communi st Party does n

111



the SAC? have an inportant

t of national

" rule of the Party. Both tht’ ANC and

gray individually andudlleotively for the attairineit "d agree on

ny. These organi sati onsshane common objectivese R 1 non

manncvm tactics in thet-Nauonal Denpcnue evo u .

mam’' all the Pattywnkslixelessly tgstrengthen the liberation

wovet ml uhnm det accsil s trevol uti onavhati om i smand ensure thorough-
um | | W’ ’'tions.

goi ng Mu dngi xggsns revol utionary alliance by the

DGPt1 O Chcymi | "aliamgnd-by other Deactipnary forces, the

:mxkagxl 3:03:53?! has done so precisely because the respective

organi sations are a natural product of the struggles of our people, and they

represent |Iw rndccpctot alpll’allunh’

" amul dnmactnr _

gal | bruftl cb: comunismin the ANQ. Unkhontu wc hi m andf ot khcci

ngaom onmani satjons i s based onliour ,qlass appreciation o

M .

n-.m.wsl | v. A , 1hl s

dt suncl bUSF-SrliimrMs a vital task of the bouth Al ncen Qomuhi st

Al pmu; w dgal popsible organisation and nobilisation 9f the tndts

PammW0: ' .. le into an active force to dclwlhe wonlal rcg ne’
of the Soul hA 1194!! PWP a gthen and. devel op nass

[ .7 1 .1 to such

Tm Party WW Wts MC (ny pattieularly mthe 19805, therehaa

We deorggtlftinmstnmhevw |, ’'satign and militant Em

been 1 :3: nbutcwt hcwnttness of the strategichneol the AN?! Ce
:ruuj zd the South AfricanConSWsti of Trade Uniuns, that these |erci
handoptcd the, nationzll| denocratic programctand act 10164156

s 1’ - en
Despite intense sl atentcpressi omrhe nmass denpenuc ngvem
survived but mal nues uplay the central role in nmass struggles. 4;
.17 in Natty and the MassDechratic Movenemac uni on
The energence and dwel opntnkt yof cxngzt naegower xnf mwr kng
Tttt tevt | .
mmv $335331: novenent, , b’ outh Al bunenmtutitrgu
d3? mMc 'nytumlinity in action around the dayutu-duydntaitds at t e
WM (01" nuflbr the attai menool national |iberation and socnalisnz | he
megs; andi nobilisation of workers into one tton-tractel denotgii):
man shall al ways be our guiding principle In this eflon, it is np0O
to win over white workers into the ranks of the denocratic novenent;
t ' 1 anong all other
i . .Communst Patty works active y
Jo: maggaad and denocratic | brmirhct encrgence and grow h
n
.
"2
ol’ sectoral nmass denocratic organisations, and their organisational and
political unity has had a profound inpact on the South African politica
scene. The Party works for united and purposeful action anong all these
sectors, for the eradication ofoppression and exploitation. These sectors do not
stand apart fromthe working class; they are conposed mminly of individuals
who are thensel ves workers, or who have a worki ng cl assbackground; -
In the case of the nmajority O South African Wnen, they sufferfromtriple
optlressionl-r- as wonen, as blacks and as workers. Wnentcannot change
the i mmedi ate conditions of their lives without Iighting shoulder to shoul der
with their brothers against colonialismand exploitation for a united, non-
raci al, non-sexist and denmocratic South Africa. F orced renovals, bantustnm
and the migratory | abour systemare sone of the key features of this system
which tear famlies apart and trap black wonmen into bearing the heavi est
burden of oppression. At the workplace, wonmen are subjected to various
forns of discrimnation. Yet all this is conmpounded and reinforced by
subj ective practices and attitudes within the nmal edom nated society.
The South African Communi st Party struggles to ensure that the
di sadvantages sullered by the majority of . South African wonen ane
elimnated in the context of the denocratic struggle: Thisincludes fighting
sexismwi thin the ranks of the Party and the bread |iberation novenent. In

the long term an advance to socialism.. a society in which resources are in a
pl anned and purposeful manner’ dedicated to overcone sexi st oppression -
isinthe interest of all South African. wonen. -_ - .i t .’

The system of national oppression and capitali st Exploitation bl ocks and



frustrates at every turn, the aspirations and energies of our young people. For
thef bl ack youth of our country, there is a serious |lack oi? enmpl oynent,
educational opportunities and ofsport and cultural facilities. It is against this
background that the South African youth have di splayed courage and

mlitancy in nany nass battles and within the ranks of Urkhonto we Sizwe.

The Communi st Pany considers it a crucial task to constantly give strategic
direction and theoretical depth to the militancy of the youth, in pursuit of

nati onal democratic and socialist tasks. i | i nh- "~
I MIlions oliSouth Africans including black workers subscribe to various
religious beliefs. The South African ruling class and its allies, |ike oppressors

el sewhere in the world, have always tried to use religion as a tool to! instil
passivity and resignation anong the worki ng nasses. Wth the devel opnent

of the liberation struggle there has energed an interpretation of religious
doctrines which is in the interest of the struggling peoplet Mved by a
profound rejection of oppression, countless religioul’leaderl and belictten
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"' 7 1 1 item Many are to be found

NEW 2:13? all). lgcagzhrmmxnmynd the people’s arny. The

WAV hf the Sout h Ahican Communi sm Party is based on..sclentt_ftc

mai d; But we naniac the right of :u pipie t; 33;: till: Siam

" e, Wewor kor  ei nv

m MACh gnmm struggl e foe freedom and danoeney. Their

" comon gnundhetween the i medi ate and 10qu perspectivesof t dc

[l then dliberation that identiliu with the poor and oppress;

MAMAN Syt hil bond has grown and nust be further mmgthened.

h turd. orken and. spom penons have endured nuons

WM G| undzr | synem dedgned pnecisdy to stihe the all-round

dudopntnt af bhcks. The regi ne has al ways tranpl ed upon the suing: 1:

the mpjority. It has not spared its aninmal of er$ 3:11;: 33;; ;nd

' ho rtra an pro .

nmmecxri zoi zk’ ghezwrpo ' nyand repression sullered by anf

spol upersons hemthe way system ofcoioniaiismwhich is based ont :1

ndr ound nbi ugation of the najority of the people: The. enmergent en

titel oping’ pojpular novenent in culture and sport wi n which the working
due is playing a vital role -- Conman inportant part of the hhcrattlio’
Mu. The Communi st Party studies centrll inportifgtle' : :ggiznituz a
77 7 ere: hel stowe

wrunmmml nc. angrul ture 35d spartan inmportant instru-

nents in forging the working den into a victon’ ous force agai nst capuit’ Aacl;u
drawn together into the nmass denperatic nmow

Hamim’ ' eat of our national liberation struggle: The

IN the cramedl: :. enent mmzhgget her with the vanguard |iberation antaitoe
kawwmm OF REVOLUTI ONARY FORCESF mi

ti nore and nore Tones which do not belong to . e

M m e "?de nmovenent snmi umewngly identifying Wth

vimswd admin"! tic objeaint These forces nust find a placfmthe

munt'! dN:il-hpnrtheid front. There can be no valid Tretolutionary mafiari
for Jung fromsuch a broad front any grouping which supgorts. 12d;

pared tor theattaiment of a united. denocntic ah non . _

Southm w m t he basin of one-person. one-vote. The crucial gnestion it
Mrai df i nttnoe or ejoint platformwill help toweaken the mai n eneny

"W wthe le't nuse. As long as the revol uti onauy cute doc; not
nmmdem i ndenpdent rol e and does not dilute its own fundanental

objectivxuthmliitmo danger whatsoever in acting Wth such broader
509. 035 FOR cwaa
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pursue a strategy of mlitant but non-violent m
decades after their foundation. But,.already in
begi nning to accurul ate which called for a dep

Al'l remaining possibilities of advancing the .
non-vi ol ent means .were, one by one.
anong the oppressed sensed (perhaps a
a change had cone about in the object
(i f nonevi ol cnoe am passive defiance were bein
nore mlitants. ()umworiting peopl e,
| ongen uw nmuch point in nhn-vioient protest alone in the face of escal ating
South African Communi sts always strive for t
revol utionary front for national |eadership, the continuous building of a
coalition of anti-apartheid forces, and the unity of Communists and non-
Conmuni sts in the struggle for national denocracy.
he strengthening of: the
6. THE PATH TO POMNER | N THE NATI ONQ 1..
DEMOCRATI C REVOLUTI ON
The path to power lies with our nmasses. in recent year: they hauntiown their
i mense resilience and strength. Nothing which the eneny has unl eashed
agai nst the oppressed or their organisations has broken their norale or
danpened 'their’ conbative spirit. The harnessing of this mass politica
energy and the realisation of its enornous potential continues to be the
dom nant task of the liberation vanguard. It is a task which requires the firm
rooting of the underground, consisting of political ahd mlitaty fornations
under political |eadership, and the strengthening of all organs of the mast
denocratic novenent. The prospects oi’'a revolutionaty advance are greater
today than ever before in our history. The regine oontinuet to face an all-
mund crisis which can only be resolved by in qualitlt’we transformation ol’the
whol e economic, political, wcial and cultural syntem- N
The people - headed by their revolutionary vanguard - advance on the
road to liberation with airioh and v,an’ed tradition ollunggle, both arned and



unarmed. The triballyobued arnmed resistance to the colonial force: went on
for centuries until the defeat of Banmbata and his guerrillas in the Nkandl e
fom in 1906. This signalled the end ofa phase. The libention organisation-
of our countrygi ncludi ng our Patty, were born in conditions when thecore o
the former resistance in the countryside had been destroyed and the new
forces were not yet fully devel oped. . |

In these conditions it wasinpcruivo for the liberation organisations to

et hods of struggle for many

the late 60);, evidence was

artune fromthis strategy.

truggl e through excl usiuely

bei ng bl ocked. A growi ng nunber

ouner than sonme of their |eaders) that

We conditions OFstruggle. The strategy

3 questioned byt nmove and

through their own experience, no
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nanger)! and were beginning to show a readi ness to accept the sacrifices
.. hi ot

n$$f|n$t had thus beeone harnful to the cause of our

reticlution in the new phase of snuggle. It di med the peopl ei nmhe face of

the savage nania of the oppressor and tianpened their tmitancy. The

noverrent was obliged to respond. The tune was clearly ripe to comhtne

mupol i tical uionwi tlurmdnmuggle..r tun . 3. r

toi

A S I T

Ant wm wrhrwe’ uan. Qtit- nain strategic line in the uruggle. for

peopl e’'s powawn my rethapedq' n the mddle of 196LJPm . Wen"?

wen ulten by the ANC andouery to create M&uthentmed Wng 9f t It:

i berate- mavenent... Al d: ough. _thei-e wait no possibility d successlul y

dul l endns theatemy in wwlconbat, action couid nt bepostpuned. 1t

Wite! mdanoitsnte.nq organi sed altenattve to unpl medend

sui ci dal out bunu whi ch wenvbegi nning to take pl eat eunaaahw nepmary

ta nuke an open bnkwith the politica of. ngmvw ent protest whichnad

manned Mammy . of the previous half wwmd . W hhrJNd

unavoi dably brain ideonpt paciftsm mumygzl eaders Of the

i beration movenent. That openubrzei bwaj gzl m hglised by. the patients)

M. hWwWCf ti viii Gt ii ;

- Thit n$$&w i nplymat all nonrifinlent method: ofittruggle

hi nd now beconendw ori nppui bkt Nor did It ttnmy. a retreatkom

W orsanitnu onal and educational work anong the inages. Onf

Party. in b.1962. ngmune. mtinttnd to advoeate nenu at all (armed

magi ¢ by. t hexpeopl e, including norvcol |l aboruuen, smkcsnboycottshn

denonsu-etiom W al so placed prine enphasis entthe necq tonmai m

underground structuren and illegal work noire eilcctive, nmane eiltutnt aid
male Mu! in nmhing the- nental the, people and evudngi zt e
nprnei ' ,thc-nthoritiee. - . - x

The 3: 52 23.de Struggle as. an |nportantpartnhthe paltttm

unmggl eubnmught our. novenent into. uncharted eentoryn W wet:

unpnndned in (heart. teehniquesand skills of nilitary organization an
conbat. ndiadted solid experiencedci andutine work. in: . --

-. Aputtmt heee subjective weakneueawe had to contend Wth n- nunher

of unique end compl ex objective difficulties. In conmit to arnmed |iberation
struggle: in the test of the African continent. sone efdiantiiuomin which

we hadtn inplement our new approach werepattticuiatly dtndvtintageous.

| Soutb Africa's special formof cplonial subjugation had Wthheld al
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mlitary knowt how fromthe subject peoples and prevented any bl ack person
frombeing in possession or using any nodern weapon pnother instrunent of

war. Effective training could, therefore, only take place nutually. The |ong
termescal ation ofarmed activity depended, in the first plam onhe return of
trainees and a mni num of weaponry. u . ... m-

On 87% of the land there is .no bl ack peasantry and the ; rum working

popul ation is forced to live under conditions of thetltricteat wntrolton the
dil pertied white farms. This red uces considerably the social base: which are
needed |’ uvthe survival. growth and manoeuvre ofguerrilla and other conbttt
lonnutions iu the rural areas. . A.

No el Tectiue rear base was avail able externally to facilitate the How of either
personnel or logistical maten’al. South Africa was conpletely surrounded by
.a barrien ofinperialist-controlled territories hostile to the liberation struggle,
whi ch deprived us of a friendly border. mi . , , M

Qur country | acks any extensive areas of classical guerrilla terrain.

-Most olithe first anp olimiitants who went for training in the early 60’ : had
been known activists fromthe legal period. This would nmake their retunjor
political and military tasks especially problematic. i . i 1°

(The regine was in command of a highly centralised state apparatus

i ncludi ng weli-organi sed i nstrunents of repression, powerful and highly
nobi |l e uned forces and a sophi sticated comruni cat ona net work;

anchored on a powerful economic base. . A ., .. . .

Despite these conplexities and di sadvantages, history left us with no

option but .to engage in arnmed action as a necessary part of the.poiitica
struggle. It was a nonment in which (to use Lenin’s words) Tuntinelytinaction
woul d have been worse than untinmely action".

Thus, we had to! venture |’urth even at the expense of risking a degree of
di sorgani sation. W could not refuse to light. W had to | earn how to do no.
And, in nmany respects, we had to learn on the ground, in the hard school of
revol utionary practice. In the process, a conbination ol’inexperience, |apses



in security and breaches of conspiracy .rules, enabled the eneny to dea
massi ve bl ows agai nst the whol e underground. Party heroes were anong

those who made enornpus sacrifices in their courageous attenptto keep the
underground going and to carry on with arned activities.

Despite theseveil ' orts, within a few years of the eneny’s R voni a break-

t hrough, the underground ceased to exist in any organi sed form Leading

ANC and Party cadres who were abroad on political and military m ssions
reconstituted thensel ves as | eadership collectives and,, ovcr time, nok steps
toi hel p reestablish the novenent’s internal presence

11.7



The taekoi’ rebuilding the shatterednintenmal structuees and nekindling the

| ong

agents!!!" ngdepnved to bel ong and arduous. Undaunt edby

6nd in the many’'s gaol e. many ANC and Pany veterans attenpted to
mpoliticallile. inmediately on being released. in addition, in the |at;
60’ s, the Partyk exteral |eadership organi sed propaganda unigrto 22:
them of the novenent once again. Leatlet liitittibs,_stnethe oa- 07?

ternal eydoetykdjnunb, made an appearance at a mm W.n’ signsh

;olitieel Me were at their | owest Many of the brave Party. activate w o
"7 ' d and nurdered.

Mot h: work were arrested, tenured, tnpnsone

But in general, for sonme years after Rivonia, a denoraltstng silence had
" 7 bmmo retreat

daeend the. net! uene. There could, however:

from mdxgn to ghhtbine arnmed.wi th non-armed settvnty; indeed the

massi ve onehught on all aprasions of black resistance underineti even
furth the inadequacy of a policy which did not include preparation for
Sectivity The hundreds of ANC and Party cadres who had been . sent
?andf or m hi ngwem by 1965. both ready and anxiotte to go back haneto

pul se the liberetion noverment’s politico-mlitary objectives. dc . d or
The unending attenptsito edvenge these obljscuves tnotlh’el cnal eatt mtant ; de
nomi 'or diEculties. The pre- vomm p | . . ,

poui bnentEZg ofarqu activities. Wth its destruction such aesuwttm

coul d neither be sustained nor raised to a highet level. It was constdgted that
" ttons tn

" ' was essential in order to help recreate the very eon

ms: nilthgl structures could be devel oped. Atthe sanme tinmer w thout

such pflitieai foundations arnmed activity itself could not advthce beyom a
certain, ' - eny a a

i " t. W wemthul forced to find ways of hitting at t e en

" e ofnve Weakness in the area of internal political otganimnmien. Arned
:giomwould play | role in helping to create the condnmons which woul d

, thete devel oped a tendency to focus too

i . W did not always pay sufficient attention

udustvely on nm acunuce litical work itself. W acted as ifarntd

m’' i generate politica

" 7 d sonehow on it: own spontaneousy .

ownd mobilisation. And it took sone tine before attention was

| e.

" 0: between these two aspects of our Istrugg _

swgel fel ggia grew during the many years of relative political lull when
arned bl ows seened to be the only way of keeping the enbers of resistance
alive. Even when attention began to

process was. at timnbcted with

us

be paid to the direct task of building the

dognma prudi itationai and educational propaganda, the

Amund Ind * n8 38 a | eek of novdintion betweenithe

political and nmilitary structures. This undoubtedly held back both the
political and military objectives of our struggle. -

Despite unending etTorts it was not until the post-Soweto(1976) period that
it becane possible to successfully deploy arned conbat groups whose
activities have grown fromyear to year. There were sone failures and
weaknesses. But the unbroken efforts which the novenent’ was seen to be
maki ng to chal l enge the eneny, even during the darker nonents, nade an

i ndel i bl e i mpact on the people. V -

The prestige of MK grew. it cane increasingly to be accepted as the
Eghting organ of the oppressed who were stinulated by the spirit of "no
surrender" and mlitant heroismof its cadres. Above all, the potentia
denmonstrated through M C. armed chal | enge hel ped, nore than any other
factor, to overconme the feeling of inmpotence in the face of a powerful foe
whi ch had for so | ong, nonopolised all the nmodern insttunmets of force
Armed actions hel ped considerably to create the atnosphere for politicait
rejuvenation. The serious crisis facing our ruling class is, in no snal
neasure, due to the inpact of a strategy which included organi sed

revol utionaty violence. On the other hand it is the popul ar nass action
starting with the student and worker actions of the late’ | 960Ts and eariy
.1970’s which helped to lay the basis for the introduction of sustai ned arned
conbat actions. : . t :

b
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Qur Approach to Armed Struggle .1 i ° °

VWhat then is our approach to arned struggle in the current phase?

The mlitaty strategyof the liberation alliance has to take into account the
concrete objective conditions prevailing in South Africa. W referred to a
nunber of difficulties which we had to contend with when we enbarked on

the course of arned struggle. These diiiiculties and nany others continue to
face us: the lack of an extensive area of classical guerrilla terrain; the absence
of a black peasantry in nost of the countryside; the separation of residentia
areas between whites and bl acks; the lack of friendly borders; the great
nobility and. iire-powet of the eneny; an arny whose mmin contingent

benefits fromthe system of col oni al oppression; and inperialist support to
the South African regime. in addition, over the past two decedes the South
African regime. drawing on an advanced capitalist base, has greatly

increased its mlitary capacity, refining its counter-insurgency strategies.
However, the people and their vanguard |iberation novenent possess

many strategi c advantages for the conduct of armed struggle.
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9 The oppneadpeopl e, .the social base upon which the armed snuggl e

depends. enjoy both nunerical antinmonl supen’ odty over the eneny. W

nt hhting a jw uw. .which i3 uni quel ynupported by the internationa

mutiny. x wl. ui t

9 Thth it comends huge resources, the colonial regine is situated

within the them at rmule. Wiile thin m ght nmake the eneny nore

mm 8!. the ne time. popular action directly alien the base from

whi chitoperates. .. w-. . u

9. WA ngnydhhck wor kenpccupies a position within the

.eeonotny which give! it the potential todeal Itntegic-mlitary blows to the
quite W The wphistication and conpl exity of the econonic base and

W nn: dnpmhei duuko-tl nm extrenely vul nerable to sabotage and

i

Q The peopkhavc a high level otpolitialt contiousnes: aniwelliaa a rich
auditign Of mliuntiuuugslu -.- inbpthnown and countryside 7- which
fromtime to time. Dare upintopanial uprisings. They are led by a vanguard
Won novenent .nrned - with rich experience and -a grasp of

revol uti onal yt heoryur ,; .. i t; . ,. 1, -

O The inu’ euilsnlianee of the regimefs arny and police on recruits from
the black community. Specially in. the bantuatans, provides better
possibilities for u: to underm ne the racist state machinery i’nom.wthin
0 Incieasing international isolation of apartheid South Africa helps to
weaken the econonic and social base of the regine.

G ven the eneny’s mlitary strength. wehave to conduct a continuous

armed m: which pnsreuively tap: the eneny: strength over a

nebtively protracted petiod. But. (tum Me objectivedtf/ficuhta mentioned about,
our: mo! 5: | thmalguanlla-typ warprimayily band on the w nning, OMtine,
Q mad M nudkmm M1 an t/wu i mmedi ate prospect: of inflicting an
Mmlitary defeat on the M. i _ -

Qurarmed struggle ha: to rely, above all, on the peopioe’'n active struggle.
The working clumm particul ar, possesses vast possibilities to take the war to
t henervewenu’ es of apartheid ooloninlism-Iln nass action, the people create
the conditions in which the armed struggle can be grounded. It is in these
mmdi ti om that stimulus canibetteruirvive, operate and work anong the
peqi t hc popul ar uprisingthave. frmtinme to tinme, led to the energence

at mass nuol uti onany bases in numerous townships and villages, a reliable
and secure terrain for the operation of conbatants. -

10 many cunem upheaval s the peopl e make heroic ellorts to engage the

eneny using rudi mentary weapons. Street battles and ban’'icades take shape

wher emass copfrontatiqgn with the eneny beeones aging At their initiative,

the youth and other sectors set up Self Defence Units and .cqi nbat grouRs.
This ereates the basis (on the revplutiohary novenent tqtaise mahs revolt t6
hiding fgrns of insurrectionaryactivity, by pppularising the skills of arned
eonbat and giving all-round | eadership and direction to the pqgppl ar conbat
lomations. in carrying out this task, particular attentipn phqgpld be paid t6
the iormation tuid operation ui’qgnhat grountin the indmttiei centres and
whiterowned farns. i . i... . | i,

In the rural areas, the growi ng ngod Hot , gelianpe and opposition
particularly in the bantustans, provides the soil fgr the creation and
pperatipn ofrural conbat formations. This popular ferment, and the relative
weakness of the eneny in sonme rural areas, also hold out the possibility for
the survival and opexation of guerrillaytype, formatipns. However, even in
these apeast arnmed. activity should be gl osely |inkedw, and prpgressively
merge with, nmass activity, . t 1 . |

Al the forces engaged in physicaisonfrontation ath_d itsamed conbat

agai nst the eneny constitute the revol utionary armny of our people. The core

at this arny is Unkhouto we Sizwe, operating in both urban and rural areas.
This core nust draw in the npst active contingents o( the people, whq are
ready to take up arns. It is a vital and ongoing task Ofthg liberation allianceto

strengthen and engage all layers of the revolutionary arny in action. Crucia
tothe f ulfilnmnt of this task is the devel opment of underground structures in
all areas and anobng all sectors oi our people. , , .1t .,1 V

Rel ati onship Between Mlitary and uthegforimoffplitica

Struggle ,4 .

Quf approach to the relationship between nmilitary and , other fprmepf

pohlieal struggle is guided by the theory of Marxisnrhehinism the

experi ences oiiother revulutionary struggles and, above all. our own concrete
realities. We communi sts believe that the struggle nust always be given

forns appropriate to the concrete political situation. It is this situation, which
det erm nes whet her the revol utionary transformati on can beachi eved by



mlitary or non-mlitary struggle or by a blend of both, A decision to include
conbht activity as panpf the political struggle does not, initself,,inply that
the mlitary struggle has become primary or that the nute to vigtory will he
only through the barrel ofa gun. .i

Organi sed conbat activity undoubtedly continues to..be an essentia

i ngredi ent of our political strategyifor revolutionary transformati on. The
raci st state was founded on viol ence and surVivcs oniviolmgt: and terror. It
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wi Il not be desnoyedor give way without an All-round revol utionary assault.
Aouabl nati m ol growi ng political upsurge and escalating armed strug'gle is
dearly vial in ndertohel pcrweonditi omin which People’ s Power can be

won. Organi sed arnmed octivity continues to be one of the nost | npth-m

m nhel pi ngt odeepen’ t heregi nel serisis. " .,, ' "n

But, a enphasised by the ANC : Kabwe conference in 1985; wi thout a

WWWto nmpdh’m untinely) Mnthroughout tlu

auto, in but malondurban arm armed acttu’tiu cannot pnwhgnijicantly n’ M

'- xehuqudly. A tun Wiguhdubdi uti ual andbcal bot bgui dad

bu inland WW Ilodmtipwllt .ttruthm i- all (A major localities,

ddl bNQ m #aynudi honf nl hmi nhg of | | ttandtt nggbl o

This does not inply that arned action against the a eneny shoul d be

post poned until we have achi eved a higher level of intemml orgnnilation. Tho
bal au km political and mlling activities must n/lrrt itul/ at d! but: of our
Mand 0’. 1h ny ID um nmangle: and nonf. The need for specialised

agent of struggle should not be Allowed to undermne political |eadership of
Al'l aspects of the struggle. qut’udcnbat activity nmaul boprtmanbgndd by tlu
Maf | hpol i @’ m nuah. It 1nm badetigndl o mam (lunmen) 'tgnp an the M!

of mand h uinfm palatal Mlian, organisation and "MW ’

Sei zure of Power -

The situation has within it the potential for a relatively rapid energence of
condition: which nake possible seizure of power. W cannot, however, be
dogmatic about the ntt’ nonent and form of such a ’brealt-through

Conditions for a revolutionaty transition will only emerge through a
eonmhl l uti on And interphy of objective condition: and subjective factors. In
othet wouluit will depend not only upon what we do but al so upon what the
eneny does. not only on our strength but upon the eneny’ s weakness.

At the subjective level the key element is the build-up of nationw de

popul ar | anent, resistance, all |evels of organisation and the nmesenee of
peopl el s conbat formations. At the objective level it i: a weakening of the
atenmy by eit’cummtel such |: a radical deterioration in the econony,

imem |ied external meuureu against rtwe rule. massive mllationt and
divisionawidtin the nnltlolthe power bloc. aelf-wunding enemy initiatives,
and w on. Wen both subjective and objective el enents converge, when
m- activity hat in height and divisions and vacillatiomin the ranks of the
nmeaty are at their strongest, the consequent crisiswill signal the possibilityio
amdut i onuymm ormtimu iv' - 9
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But the devel opnent tol’ a crisis, however deep, will not, initself lead to an
eneny col |l apse and 3 peoples victory. The seizure of power will only be
assured if the revolutionary novenent has already ellectively prepared the
necessaty political and organi sationallorces with the capacity to | aunch an
gl lonsive for the seizure of power at the night nmonment. This at once pomthe
qguai nt: of aur approach to insurrection as a likely path to people’ s power.
VEANn insurrection, unlike. a coup, is a manrevol utionary upsurge of the
people in mditions which hold out the possibility of a seizure of power. It
does not lend itself to blue-printing in the same way as a coup does. The cal
lior an insurrection can only be placed on the I nunedi ate agenda ol struggle if,
and when, a specific revolutionary monment has emerged. Howeverhe task
of maki ng adequate preparations for a possible insurrectionary |l nmnent"
needs attention even during the phase when it is not yet inmnent.
An iliiuurrcot’wn Il an act of nuulult’ ouaryfom But, it is! not always an Onml
uprising. An all-round civil uprising could lead to an inturrcction even when
the arned factor is absent or secondary. History has seen successfu
insurrections of both types. Historical experiences are instructive but cannot
provide us with n exact nodel. At the end of the day we have to find our own
way. In what mmthen can we tall: of an insurrection a: a portibl: path to pawn?
The crisis lacing our ruling class will be aggravated still further by a
conbi nati on of nmass upsurge, in which working class action at the point of
production will play a key role, mass defiance, escal ating revol utionary
conbat activity, mdlalllCd international. pressure, a situation of
ungovernability, a deteriorating econony and grow ng denoralisatlon
di vision, vacillation and confusion within the power bloc.
When all these el enents converge in a sufficient neasure, the i nmedi ate
possibility of an insurrectiouary break-through will prcaent itself. Such a
situation will, of comm not sinply ripen an it: own; tu/mtton dapnds, in t/ujim
pl ace, on the work ofl/ze revol utionary mauenmmt. But we rust al so be prepared for
a relatively sudden transformation of the situation. In the conditions of
deepening crisis, Ilevents triggered oil by the tiniest conlllqts,
seemingly renmote fromthe real breedi ngvground of t revolution", can



overnight. grow into a revolutionary turning point (Lenin). The reginme’'s grip
on its reins of power could be swiftly weakened and the stage set for |
sustai ned national uprising | eading tominsurrectionary seizure of power.
The auhjcctive forces - both political and mlitary .... nmust be built up so
that when these seeds of revolution begin to germnate, the vanguard wll be
able to seize the historic nonment. In Mx nm all-rowmd mats acltou, merging
with nganim armed activity, led by a wcll-orggnnd underground. and t’'nlmmrianal
123
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pl enum are the keys to thehuiidv-up forathe seizuneol" power. Satztm of powcr
mll 5: a pedal ofcuulaa ng’ ud pngnuiuly nerging (mmpolitical and mutiny
:wuhddWM/ M udngi uantumw @ . ui.. .

The nevol uu’ onniy ndvenent nust plane itselun the belt posidgni to plan

for, and to iudnn insuneaion 'at the tight nonent. This nmeans, anopng

ot her things, paying special attention to building factory, unban and nnmityy
band conbat groups. popul ating imnecti owy methodeanongtt he

mane: and wi nning overiel enents fmm theenenyh armed forces. ;T he

pani | | upri si ngswhi chhawbcconea i eat unof our mau struggl es nust al so

be seen as a school for the accumul ation’ of insurntionry experience. The
ngm sation of the , industrial working clau- isi of nmajor - inportance;
protracted national strikes and other ' industriai activity at the point of
production will be a vital (actor’in the maturing oi the niveetoolutio nzu'y
nonent’ . Above all, a political vanguard is needed to plan ionandai ead; the

i nsunectionuy maul tntthceruciai VWalk: i .. i... . -

hi I - 5). tui. i v.l"i-i.i..r-.:,,. . .m.t nunu. |
Pr oepeouol aNcgot i ued Thnxfer 05 Bower ' 'u
Then is no Iconilicti between .this- insurrectionary perspective andt-the
poui bility danegoti ated mm erof powen. There ahoul d he no confusi on of

the strategy needed to help create the conditions for the wi nning of power
with the exact formof the ultimte breakthrough. Anna! nuggb-cannol b
nm wi t h di al oguo, negotiation andjuui/iabh canpmiim a: if-tluy wm

nmut ual |y excl usive caugoriu. Liberation struggles have rarely ended with the
uncondi ti onal summder oi the eneny’'s nmilitary forces. Every such struggle

in our continent has had its climax at tho-negotiating table, occasionally

i nvol vi ng conprom ses judged to- be in the interest: t-of nevol utionan/
advance. But whethel-there is an hrned adnire of power or negotiated
settlenent what is indisputable to bath | athe devel opnent of nhe politica

nd mlitary forecaofthe molution.- wu w,., uui 5" ii .

We should be ’'on bur guard agai nst the clear objective of our ruling class
and their inpetidist allies who see negotiation u a way of pnt-enptingm

nmol utionary transfornntion.tThe inperialists seek their own kind - of
transformati on whi ch goes beyond-the reformlimts of the present regine

but which will, ati the "nme tinme,- frustrate the- basic objectives of the
struggling nmasses And May hop: MIlieu M: by pushing the liberation nonment
into updatiu hf." it tuneup nghhbal k it: baticdomand: with :ujficintpown

ww . m- ti mu u.l w1l is; |
VWhat ever pmpecu may an’ soin the futum fore negotiated transition, they

nust noebeal | owed to infect the PU pOSC and content of our present strategic
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appreaches. W are not engaged in a ttruggl o whose alumna: mmy (a general
ndficuni pmw taming the WWm: to M negotiating tabla,-il’, as a result of a
gcueruhucd mnis and a heightened .rcvulutiwi i/ upsurge. the paint should
everbe malted when the enemy is prepared in talk. the liberation iprces wll,
qgu/ m panphave w exerpise their judgenent,, gpided by the denande of
rqui uti onary adyance. But until then its sightmuat be doariyket on the

Pwpccl ms. ofa seizurctpfpower. . Hui N.. ,x . .. t. . M

4., JHiI . m ii i wnixi 31,: .nJ... i: Am

AT i _otg L.

DI :. i-1i z’ u.i uii-I. i-u

The Eneny Armed F orces , . h |

it is tinlikqu that the eneny forces will, within any foreseeable future, cone

overin large nunbers to the side ofthe people, The puspibiiity of the arny
pi aynmg ah. autononmous role antihttenpting t9 inmpose an open nilitary

di ctatorshi pto counter a nevol utionary upheaval cannot be rul ed out.

But these gregnptthe only possible oninevitablc options, There are a

nunber of other factors which cowad, have ani mrtagt bearing on the
prqutplg pf the enenyis mlitary at theerucithistoriq noment in the

(mum .1" his applies particularly, t9 its . black. gpntinggptg. The bl ack
cpnpphem of the enenyis army and police fore; and thosein-thc Bentustans
grpws. biggei’'.,It is a conpgnent which gain, at theinight nmoment, be won over
to the side ul’thcir fell ow oppressed countrynen) and wonen. The potentia
tout making such an inruad is increasing.

The SADF is predoninantly a conscript arny. Asa whoi et hey represent

the class and social conposition oi’'the dom nant group. The gonniet and its
Quigome is vitally bound up with their personai dass and comunity
wnnhctions. T he arny can hardly .feil tq reilegt all the streeses . and
conr adi cti ons which dcvslop in society as a whole at the-nrucial nmonent of
confrontation. At such a nonent a | ack of cohesion and consensus within the
ari hy; ghout its responses to thercvolutiouary upsurge, could delay decisive



action end provide nono space for a break-throiugh.; Thc uncertainties could
grow Ah the. Mack conponent ofithe army, including its buntustan
cghtngents, turn towards the pcople.: A significant, mnority .anong the
white SADF night even be inllucnccd to begin to acceptnhe ultimte
inevitabilityi. of mgjority rule and vscek anz accommbdation with the

nevol utionary forces. Disailbction anang the white middle strata, irom

whi ch the bulk of theoiiicer corps is drawmn. is already at a high level. It is
among these strata that resistance In the Walt has grown inpressively in the
mant-period.i.. .t .. .i . .i,
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The White Community end Armed Activity ' '

I n touching on these future possibilities, it is necessary to stress that one of the
key (actors inlluencing the ultimte responses of the army will be the work of
our revolutionary alliance and the way its perspectives are understood by the
white group as a whol e. The opening declaration of the Freedoni Charter

that |l South Africa belongs to all its: people, blackwand white" nust
unconditionally continite to guide what we say-and do. It is necessaw to
intensify ellons to spread this message in the face of an unendi ng eneny
canpai gn of m sinformati on about our objectives of peeplels power. This

nessage nust al so energe fromthe natue of our organised conbat actions

and the targets selected. ' .. L I’

Thi s approach is, in norway, incohsistent with decisions to take combat

activity nore and nore into the white areas"; This is an inperative for a
nunber of reasons: The overwhel mi ng bul k of the eneny’s installations
(including mlitary and police bdses and assenbly points) are situated in

these areas and all the key army- and police personnel |ive there. Pressure in
these areas will prevent the eneny fromconcentrating all its forces in the

bl ack ghenoes. It will ala o bring the reality of the conflict nore sharply to
those who constitute the neginels main political support base.- Escal ating
anion in these areas directed against the legitimte, non-civilian targets, wll
serve to eat away at the cohesion olthi: support-base rather then pushing it

| unherintotheraeistlnger. 1- - , "et’ f

TheMul el uet heKe-y VI, t'JH '- -"41""'7

The insurrectionuy potential of our oppressed nasses is growing. Wile the

"tud nent’ of the snium of poum depend: ufion objective as well as :ubjutiw
letters, than can bl no doubt that what the Masses do, led by the liberation alliance,
i nfl uence: the objectin/actmand haunt the arrival of that mormt. It is pneciaely
this subjective lucid: which, in 1 the last |livew yearn hes dramatically
ndonned t he objective situation. The unique series of partial uprisings,

the dramatic growth of the man denocratic novenent, the energence of

gi ant trade union organi sation, escahting armed actions and internationa
nobi |l i sation again! the regine, are all.inter’ dependent processes which

have changed t he whol e objective franev/brlt of struggle. . -. ' -

There is’no aspect of the crisis facing the regine - whether it bevthe rapidly
detetiorating economc situation or the divisions and vacillations within the
power bloc --1 which has not got its primary roomin the soil of people’'s
struggles. It is the all-round escal ati on olthese struggles, conmbined with; and
dependent upon, the consolidation and growth of mass and underground

| 26

organi sation, which will lead to the revolutionary break-through. Qur working
class it the decisiveforce to bring about the collapse of racismand victory in the natio
na

denocratic revolution as a stage towards building a socialist South A fru' a.

As al ways, we conmuni sts, together with our brothers, sisters and

conrades in the liberation alliance, will remain at our posts however |ong the
road to victory. The perspective of a protracted struggle can never be
abandoned. But, we are al so convinced that the situation has within it the seeds of a
sudden transformati on. We nust prepare ourselves, and be ready. Qur watch

words are unity, organimion and struggle.

FOR A DEMOCRATI C VI CTORY AN D ADVANCE TO SCC ALl SM

VI CTORY | S CERTAI N!
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