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OF THE AFRICAN. NATIONAL CONGRESSMON THE. OCCASION

OF 8TH JANUARY, 1985
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Compatriots,

A new year has begun, bringing with it fresh hopes and new challenges.

I am sure that I eXpress our collective conviction when I say that

during this decade, each New Year hmÃ©ags us closer to our cherished

$1â\200\234

I

a

goal ˜Â»the total liberation of our country.

The bells that rang in the New Year were, for us, a call to battle,

summoning us to ever greater involvement and persistence in the strugw

gle for democratic change.

We can and will meet the new challenges

successfully.

The confidence with which we make this bold assertion

is based on our unflinching commitment to fightiwith all our might,

making all the necessary sacrifices, until victory is ours.

Gompatriots,

:

Today, January 8th, 1985, we observe and celebrate 73 years 3f the

African National Congress.

As has been the practice in the pasti?

yeans, the National Executive Committee of the ANC addresses an annual

message to you on this our national day.

To do so is both a duty and

a privilege.

It is a duty because histOry has entrusted us with the destiny of our

country, and we therefore must together render to one another, to the

allies and active supporters of our struggle, and to history itself,

an account of our stewardship over the past twelve months.

We must

together analyse and learn from our experience on the battlefront



during thisâ\200\230ï¬\201iï¬\201iod_and use oggcggnclusions to chart the way forward to

victory 7keur historically determined destination,

Lowe "UN!

To address you,-oompatriots, on January 8th, 1985, is a privilege.

For,

we are addressing a fighting people, who during a particularly ferocious

offensive by the enemy, have accumulated a record of resistance and

struggle worthy of our great heroes and martyrs; a people who not only

have the resilience that defies defeat, but also the capacity to rise

to the challenges of the hour and move on to the offensive; a people

with a glorious future to fight for, a tough and brutal enemy to face,

an assured and epochâ\200\224making victory to win.

It is 5 years since we rallied our people around the demands of the

Freedom Charter during 1980, the\1ear of the Charter.

This year; as

we mark the 30th anniversary of that historic document, we can with

confidence say that the Freedom Charter is asserting itself as the .

embodiment of our deepest aspirations and the blueprint for a new ScAo
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That is why in the paetjae iï¬\202vthe present, it has imprisoned, banned,
banished and.even assassinated leaders and activists of the
_
democratic trade union movement. We take this opportunity to salute the
wnrkered of our country who, in the teeth of the meet vicious racist
persecution have sustained and kept alive the spiritof militant1W
democratic )trade unionism such as is embodied in {heeeuth Rfâ\200\230r can baa
Congress of Trade UninnsCERCTU).

A

mWQyDâ\200\224J

During 1984, in addition to the magnificent ehEp-Fluor struggles waged
by the workers,%we saw the First joint tation of our workers, black
and white, wveting together to take industrial egtion in support of
their common demands. This was the decision taken by the ...........
............. in Saptember. A
he First time in
38 years, the black mineworkereJet
offensive in this most sensitive sector of the South African economy.

on a coordinated national
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Basing eureelvee 0n tï¬\201Ã©ggï¬\201aï¬\201etheee gains, we must ensure that the
Dâ\200\234 Â«Em
...................... and the mining industry will never be the eamee/Caavzaf
again. In Future,(gur objective must be thaÂ§5wherever a struggle
erupts; be it in a mine or Factory, 3 Farm er a building site, a
shop or a service centre;â\200\231we must emerge From such struggles with a
strenger werkere’ organisation, 3 higher level of political
cenecioueness and a greater determination to Fight on as a united
Force, whatever the cast to ourselves as individuals.

In November last year, during the meet eFFectiVe stayâ\200\224â\200\224athome in â\200
\230
erecent years, the working class Eggghiggiy (Eegggggiggly) wielded
their organised gamer in the struggle Fur liberation. Thie giziï¬\201ggiÃ©1133y

7

W

/ï¬\201>the workers and the rest of the oppressed

communitylrepresente an indiepeneible basis for the organisational
and political unity, and mere impertently, theunity of views of
the oppressed.

MÂ»m::=:;1



The organised workers Formed the core of the etey˜et˜heme which
paralysed industry and commerce in the ecenemic heartland of the
country and compelled the capitalist owners of property to speak out.
In an unprecedented move, the erganisetiene of the leading capitalists
drew the attention of the ruling group to the Fact that the continued
Fuse of the 01d methods of repression would only serve t0 inspire the
workers to intensify their offensive.

me, the people, by our massive united action, are Forcing the capitalists
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bought and discarded at will, but as human beings with human feelings

and human needs.

me salute the trade union laaders and activists of our country who, as

patriots and defenders of the people’s interests as a whole, did SO much

to give concrete meaning to, and advance in action, the perspective of a

united people’s struggle for the victory of the national democratic

revolution.

Compatriots, Comrades and Friends,

we have just gone through

}
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Competrieteg

STATEMENT 0F THE NATIONAL exeeurxue BGMMITTEE
OF THE AFRICAN NATIUNAL eemeeese em THE GCBRSION

UF 8TH JRNUHRY, 1985.

A new year has begun, bringing with it fresh hopes and new challenges. I

am sure that I express our collective conviction when I say that during
this decade, each New Year brings us cteser to our cherished geel -

the

total liberatien of our country.

The bells that rang in the New Veer were, For we, a cell te battle,
summening us to ever greater invelvement and persistence in the struggle
Fer democratic change. we can and will meet the new challenges successfully.

The confidence with which we make this held assertion is based on our
unflinching commitment to Fight with all our might, making all the necessary

sacrifices, until victory is ours.

Compatriets,

Today, January 8th 1985, we observe and celebrate 73 years of the African
National Congress. ï¬\201e has been the practice in the past 6 years, the National
Executive Bnmmittee of the ANS addresses an annual message to you on this
our national day. To do so is both a duty and a privilege
because history has entrusted us with the destiny of our country, and we
Vtherefere must together render to one another, to the allies and active

t is a duty

supporters 0? our struggle. and to history itself, an account of our
stewardship over the past twelve months. we must together analyse and learn
from our experience on the battlefront during this perisd end use eur
conclusions to chart the way feeward te victery -

our histurically

determined destination.

To address yeu,c@ï¬\201@Â§aÂ§8@ï¬\201ï¬\202 compatriots, on January 8th 1955, is a privil
ege.
For, we are addressing a Fighting peeple, whe during a particularly
Ferocious effensive by the enemy, have accumulated a record of resistance
and struggle worthy of our great heroes and martyrs; a peeple who not only
have the resilience that defies defeat, but also the capacity to rise ts the
challenges of the hour and move on to the offensive; a people with a
glerieus Future to Fight For, a tough and brutal enemy to Face, en assured
and epoch-making victery to win.

It is Five years since we rallied our people around the demands of the

â\200\230 Freedom Qherter during 1980, the year of the Charter. This year, as we mark
the 30th anniversary at that histeric document, we˜een with eenfidehce say
that the Freedom Charter is asserting itself as the embediment of our
deepest aspirations and the blueprint Fer s new South Africa.





6.

The aieerray in the enemy camp has omellea some to examine the

fundamental premises ef the entire system of racial oppreseien. ’ï¬\202ae

realisatien has begun to dawn on a number of letha’e former

supporters that no solutions to the problem: confronting ear country

are possible without the participation of the black mejerity.

There are yet others from ameng our white countrymen, who are

far-eightea ad. haveï¬\201herefere, deeicied. te break with a. system thet is

so patently criminal and. join the democratic movement. We are

confident that the me yet smell where of such whites will swell and

grew as the forces of liberation Ã©emonstrete our increasing capacity

to defeat the apartheid regime and liquidate the criminal system

it upholds.

In order to hasten that day, we must give the enemy no respite; no

time to regroup and recover lost ground... It requires that we must

continue on the attack.

Compatriote,

We have entered the secend half of the 19803. When. we cast our- minde bank

to the year of the Charter, 1980, and the subsequent yearejthe one feature

that etude out is the everâ\200\224expanding and visible role cf the masses of our

peeple in the making ef this history. A5 we enter this second. half of the

Decade of Liberation, it ie neceeeary that we examine not only our striking

W

power, mt, even mere importantly in which direction to strike and hem

t0 deliver the blew.

_

_
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Who are these revolutionary cadres about whom we speak? Where are they?

’Ihey are not special people. It is as, men and women of the Oppressed black

people of South Africa together with demoeraticellyminded whites who are

prepared to fight and suffer with us. It is our working peeple in the

factories, the mines, the fame, the commercial establishments and

offices of various kinds. It is our people in health and educational

services as well as those occupied within the residential areas.

What distingziehee the revolutionary cadre is the high level of discipline,

dedication and courage in carrying out the tasks aï¬\201eigned by the mevement.

The revolutionary cadre contimouely seeks to improve his knowledge of

revolutionary theory through study, discussions and. the guidance of his

comrades and is ready to protect and defend. the movement against all

forms of enemy attacks, however,- exereising maxim care not to expose

himself unnecessarily to the enemy or its agents.

Bear Competriote,

It is now 25 years since the illegitimate regime in our country

proscribed the organ of our peeple - the African National Congress. ï¬\201le

apartheid regime banned the ARC exactly because it wanted to deny us this

dammieing factor in our struggle. Frightened by the fact that we have

nevertheless defeated its efforts to desotroy our mother body, this regime

has now maï¬\201a mere membership of the ARC treesonable offence. However

through our relentless, daring and deathadefying actions we have made

the ANC the household. word in South Africa.

During this past year, Comrades, we also took our struggle forward by

beginning to carry out another strategic task we had. set ourselves. As

you will recall, last year we said. we must begin to use our accumulated

strangth to destroy the organï¬\201 of govermnent of the apartheid regime.

We have now set out upon this pethmnd have done mch to demonstrate our

resolve to render the country ungoverneble. This has not only meant the.

destruction of the comnity councils. Our rejegtion of the apartheid

constitution amt, in its essence, that we reaffirmed our relegation

of the illegitimate rule of the Bethe regime. Other struggles, including

those around the issue of emcetion a3 well as the staye-atohome,

themselves pitted our democratic power against the power of the forces

of Oppression, racism and counterâ\200\224revolution, for the defeat W



regiment of the letter by Wen. FW Â«PW .
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We charge our cultural wethere with the teak of devising the

means of giving voice, not only to the grievenoee, but also to the pro˜

foundeet aspirations of the oppressed and exploited, through their

craft.

A.oountry and a peeple experiencing the birth pangs of a new

social and political order can ill˜eÂ£ford artiste who stand aloff from

from the struggles of the people.

Basing themselves on the concrete

experiences of the people, whose lives they share, our artiste can

transfbrm their medium into ence more frent of our all˜meund offeneive

against the structures and inetitutiene of qppreseien.

Let the arts

be one of the many means through which.we cultivate the spirit of revolt

emeng the broad.meseee,enhenee the striking’pewer of our movement and

potmay the future South africe we envisage.

Fellow Cambetante,

The vital cutting edge of our mass offensive is Umkhonto We Sizwe,

the people’s army.

Tb render it more effective, MK must deepen its

roots and grow inextricably amonget the

pepuler messes.

Only in

this manner can the perspective of peeple’e war be translated from an

ideal into reality.
mass combat forces that are training themselves in mass political action

Guided by this perspective we must huild.up the

for even sharper battles and the fbroible overthrow of the racist regime.

In the last instance the people’s war must be waged by the ee1f˜

same pepuler forces who are today involved in.meee political actions.

In the course of these and with increasing frequency, we have created

a situation.in various localities such that the democratic forces

challenged the apartheid authorities for control of these areas.

T

The level of this challenge to the Operatien of the apartheid system

had reached such heights, such intensity, in Sebdkeng, and.various other



localities throughout our country, that the regime felt compelled to

deplqy, fer the first time since 1961, thousands of regular troepe to

crush the people’s resistance.

â\200\234We have developed the pepuler struggle to eudh a high level that

the democratic movement has visibly emerged as the alternative power.

What this means is that, in these various localities, we created

16/...
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The questiontwe needsnmet answer in thie regard. ere, at what pace shall we

effect that forward mmhâ\200\230? @hat distance shall we cover?) The answers to

those questions depeeds on how much we succeed. te ethengttxen the other

two pillars 9f our stmggle, to ensure the all˜rouna vafntgharÃ©. activity

of the undergrouna structures ef the ANC as well as the further

expansion of Umkhonto we Sizwe inside wr oeuxtry and the escalation

of our ameci offensive.

With regard ta these two decisive elements in our revolutionary struggle,

we should neither Ã©ramatise our shortcomings nor b11111 ourselves to the

reality that we have not advanced on. these two fronts at a. pace corresponding

to our advance on the other twe.

To move forwerd with the greatest speÃ©dWWW
We) 111 our forward march to peeple’s power&gw we must pay

CK)

particular attentionâ\200\230Vto the task of building a. strong underground {JP.QSW
  

â\200\230 - o?)â\200\231revoiutionm cadres, drawn from the fighting massee

â\200\234â\200\234â\200\234n...

._ â\200\230MMMM._-M

3.16.integrated among them.
6M4!â\200\234 M M 4451-3151114 .â\200\224â\200\224â\200\224-

3â\200\231... 3L

63444-027 (QMLJIA/(e the WW

21., 5151.51 eafaÃ©QCED

v IUâ\200\224wm-Â«mm

TheWimWWâ\200\235themointiewyeWe/

 

ringing together the var1auejtaf29}: our
stwgle, W41 their further ievelepment ad coor 113. on into

Wynusaâ\200\230 W W

"

r

one fit]! of struggle, W :

’
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â\200\230
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wk10111 me,Â» .1 -theeetggggling-.eeeaaeeerï¬\202metwcmeelâ\200\224i 2.

The call we are making; to 2.11 the democratic and patriotic forces of ˜
W country 18 that â\200\234this year we must all pay Special attention to the task
of eï¬\201reegthegag our vanguard argumation, the African National Congest;

f 1.)

Xâ\200\235

Already we have made great strides in this regard. And yet the imperatives

of cur struggle clement! that we meve faster towards the realisation

of the task we mentioned even laet year - to strengthen and expand the

underground structures of the ANS, ensuring the active presence of

our mWement everywhere in the cauntry.

 

  

 



It is clear that the racist regime has signally failed te drive the AEC

5.

Gut of this region of Africa. Iratead, twice
   

Frontline States have met and reaffirmed

:eir

ring the past year the

Â§brt for ARC end SWAPO

end cur common struggle against the
were endereed and upheld by the 20

  

the;dâ\200\235regime. These peeitiene

Sugait ef the CAD. Our centineltnl

organisation also underscored.thh point that as long an the illegitimate

white minority’regime survives there can never be genuine peace in

Southern Africa.

The victories we scored during the year hive plunged cur eppenenta into an

even deeper pelitical crisis. Apart fren Ã©enying them the chance to expula

their social base, as we have said, they further sharpened the

centradictiexe and.oenflicte within the ruling greep aud.expoeed.the’utter

baikruptcy’and failure of the everell pelitioul programme of the racists.

These are impertaat successes as they help further to weaken the enemy and

enhance our possibility to defeat it.

Thraugh struggle, we have forced the apartheid regime into a situation ef

confusion, indecision and an inability to define for itself any censistent

direction ef state policy; This situatien has arisen because the efforts

ef this regime to project itself as a representative of the eo-called

forces 0f mederatien, gradual and peaceful reform, htve ended 11 failure.

According to this tactical manoeuvre, the resists sought te present

theeselvee as a reasoneble and acceptable atlerlative te the revolutionary

alliaxce headed by the Ã©hC, on one hand, and the fxï¬\202ili fascist eealitien

0; the HNP eld.the Conservative Party’en the other.

Knocked eat ef balance by the intensity of our offensive, the white minority

lenger regain. 01 one hay, it pretenï¬\201s to be concerned dbeif the condition

of the black majority and, on the next, pledges itself to be maintainance

2

ef the white minerity domination.



At the same time, the posturing of this regime has angerea large sections ef the

daiehard racists among the whites whe see the meintainemce ef the epertheiÃ©

system as a, hcly crusade. Moved. by their e.ttachment to the benefits that accrue
to them from the system of the national eppreeeion aad.Â§Â§Â§5euper˜expleitatien

of the black majority, the political representatives of this tendency in

y;

i

white politice are challenging the Bethe regime for the allegiance of)

r. especially the Afrikaner pepulatien.

)

 



they merely help to entrench the Apartheid system while taking the
bread out of the mouths of families of the unemployed and retrenohed
workers.

The South African economy is in the grip of e serioue orieie whose

main source ie the Apartheid system itselfÂ»

The two major factors

contributing to this erieis are the

’

e.)

goternment ovempending on Apartheid adminie tretive ine titu˜

tions, i.e. all the guadruple structures concerned with the

artificial compertmentelieation of our pepuletion into

distinct racial groups and the concomitant coercive organs

of the various police and security divisions as well as the

army;

b) the growing struggles of the exploited black working messes

demanding equal opportunities , decent working condi tions

and equitable remuneration for their labour.

That is why we cannot separate our struggle for improved labour condi˜

tione from the overall struggle to bring about degegggtgie , change.

In

this overall national struggle against the Apartheid system, the central

role belongs to the walking masses.

The plight of the thousands of our people whose homes are regularly

bulldosed to the ground and who are regularly â\200\234removed" to die tent and

inhoepitelbe parts of our country requires our full attention and

concerted motions 6f solidarity. We must elaborate organisational ways

and means to halt this crime against our peeple and. to eXpreee, in a

concrete manner, our solidarity with them.

We must organise the unemployed

into organs of struggle and to address immediate issues resulting from

their retrenchment. in injury to the 6, 500 SASOL workers is an injury

to all workers.

Dear Comrades ,

The cultural workers -- artists, writers, musicians, poets and

sportsmen -- and -- women have the capacity to enrich the overal effort

of our peeple in our guest for national liberation.
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........_.â\200\224˜˜v˜m â\200\224---

In this coming period, we shall need to pureggathe task of reducing the
capacity of the colon1LL/enarthe1dregime to continue its illegal rule
of cur country1wwith even greatehm;::::gy In order to advance, We have to
weaken this regime. Tb weaken it means to destroy its organs of
government everywhere and as part of our continuing’maee offensive.

mmmmmâ\200\230w"M

"â\200\230 â\200\234\wwas

{?wï¬\202ï¬\202auw

The student and working youth of our country have once more confirmed
their place in our hearts es the pride of the nation. These relentless
fighters for a South Africa.that we can proudly call our own have,
throughout this past year, swelled the ranks of the mass mgLement by
301n1%%18movemegt in hundreds of thousands. Despite the campaign A
of murder and terror unleashed by the racists against them, including
the very’yeung, they have stood firm in their demands. They have
refused to break from the ranks of the broad democratic @ggegggt.

A Mung?

Through their actions, supported and reinforced.by the workers and the
parents, they have forced the apartheid.regime to give ground on.mauy
issues. This Spirit must he pursued.in relation to the demand for a
national educational programme. The mobilization for adoption ofAEï¬\202ucation
Charter must become the common platform.of teachers, parents and
students in a mess nempeign for a democratic system of education. In
saluting cur students and.werking*yeuthlwe can truly say that they have
earned for themselves the honour of being’ealled.the Ybung Lions.

3C

A Special reSponsihility devolves en our youth during 1985. By its
aecision to observe the International Year of Yeuth, the racist regime
has thrown down the gauntlet to the youth of our country. Among the
numerous crimes this regime has committed and continues to commit
against our people, some of its most heinous have been Specifically
against our youth and children.

It is a.matter of record that the scandalouely high infant mortality
rate amongst black children; the death and deformation of our young
as a.resu1t ofâ\200\230melnutrition; the stunting of their growth through the
use of child labour; the warping of their intellectual develoPment
through Bantu Eï¬\202ncetion are all directly attributable to the policies
of the apartheid regime.

K
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South Africa is littered.with the graves of yeung-patriots who were

massacred by the apartheid regime in 1976 end.in.the subsequent years.

This selfheame regime, which bears responsibility’fbr these crimes, has,

with great impudenee decided to observe the International Year of Ybuth,

whose motto is: Participation, DeveIOpment and Peace! We call upon the

yeuth to take this year as their own and to use it as a means to advance

our own perspectives of youth participation in society, in development

and in the struggle for peace. The gains we have scored in youth

mobilisation and organisation already provide a.baaio for greater

advances toward.the emergence of a society which will defend and

promote the genuine interests of our yeuth.

Competriote,

We designated 1984 as â\200\234Ehe Year off the Women" with the express purpose

of concentrating ear efferts on the mobilisation of our womenfolk as active
participants in the various struggles waged by our national liberation

movement:

?he reaponse to this call has been commendable and gratifying.

In the ceuree of the year we saw the resurgence of our women on the

march in answer to the elogÃ©: of the year - "Women Organise and Unite far

Peopleâ\200\230s Power!"

At district and.provineia1 and rallies to observe their

historic days like the 30th anniversary of the Federation of South African

Wamen.

They transformed the national Wemen’s Day â\200\224 August 9th into a.week

of campaigning against the fraudulent Coloured and Indian parliamenteny

elections.

In this manner they put into practice the slogan of the unity of

all the appreesed and democratic forces, transcending the barriers of race,

colour, sex or creed.

Through intensive grassroot mobilisation of women as equal participants

in the overall natienal struggle, a,basie has been laid fer the creation of

a national Women’s organisation which could be feunded on the principles of the

historic Women’s Charter.

Our women were gptive in all the battles which confronted our communities

during the year.



As parents, mothers, and workers they stood firmly beside

their menfolk.and children against forced removals, starVation wages, increased
rents and taxes, inferior education and health services, demanding full citi-

zenship rights for all our people in a.unitary, nenrracial society;

11/.
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The solution to the land question is inextricably tied to the

etruggleagainet the Bentuetane where the reghme’e puppets, not content

to do the dirty work of the Pretoria racists, have taken it upon them-

selves to impeee

even greater burdens on our eppreeeed people.

Some

of these Bantuetan puppets thave taken firm positions on the side of

their masters in Pretoria and against the oppreeeed peeple and their

organisetionee

While eppoeing the revolutionary violence of the

national liberation movement, they have not heeiteted to unleash.eyetem˜

etic violence against the fighters fer the eecple’e cause.

They have

banned the trade unions and.hrutalised trade union activists.

Matanzhma

has even.gone so far as to ban the UHF.

Our peeple are engaged in the struggle for their rights as citizens

of a’unitary South Africa.

Yet same of these puppets who claim to have

the interests of our people at heart, are fanning freetieidal conflict

amongst our peeple in order to boost their impoverished fiefdome.

This

situatien cen.no longer be eounternanced.

The offensive against the

Bentuetene and other hpartheid instituione must be extended to reach

all corners of our country and all population groupee

Fellow Countnyawomen and Â«men,

South.1Â£rica remains a ridh country endowed with an enormous

mineral, land, industrial and.human resources sufficient to maintain

our entire population at moderately conformable standards of living.

Yet we continue to have, side by side, people living in royal luxury

and abject poverty.

i.peculiarity of Apartheid economy is the growing shortage of

skilled labour accompanied’hy an escalation of unemployment particularly

among the blacks.



The regime embarked en the policy of mass removals

Â» mainly to shift its reeponeibility fer the unemployed on to the Bantuv

etana.

CouPled’with the massive retrechmente which have been.pertieu˜

larly severe towarÃ©s the end of 1984, the number of unemployed.bleek
Rather than
workers is well above 25$ of the total black work forceÂ»

create and improve the educatien and training of the bladk people;

the regime continueeto woo white skilled migrants from all quarters of

the gldbe.

We call upon the international trade unian movement to

intensify campaigns against migration.of workers to South hfriea because

14/...
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198A saw us take hold stepe Forward en the road to Freedmm. The path we

have traversed wee Fraught with numerous dangers and hazards. But deepite

these, it is clear at the end of 198A â\200\224

the Year of the women, that we

have succeeded in shifting the balance of pewer within our country in

favour of the Forces Fighting for national liberation, social justice and

genuine peace in Southern Africa. Through persistent collective labeur

and dedication me have Pregreesed in Forging a mighty people’s movement

against the racist monstrosity. As we said last year, it is in the attack

that we shall Find victory.

By attacking, we defeated the efforts at the racist regime to mobilise

the Indian and Coloured er so-celled Coloured sections a? the black

population Â§???-3Â§Â°â\202¬PÂ§?n â\202¬10? the apartheid constitution.

By attacking, we Frustrated the enemy’ 8 attempts to contaagï¬\201the militant

democratic trade union movement and transform it into a t

that

accords with the ragime’ s wishes: "CW M W4 MELAâ\200\224 9i Mid

Q; beï¬\201e+Ã©ft31.iÃ©mwï¬\201r>es. ALquÂ«&2.,aeÃ©%â\202¬:eeâ\200\231 aneitzfÃ©jEEg

By attackihg;we at ipped the fig lee? 0F respectability which the regime

’7â\202¬&;

sought to confer on the dummy institutions it has imposed an us in the

U

â\200\234â\200\231

urban areas.
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By their refusglmto bebullizd intg acceptance of them:nemy’s  scheï¬\201es,

[3â\200\2303 WW1 11.911114 CIA.
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our people

ge determined totggfendggatunited struggle For a common



victory againet a common enemy3AMe were asserting the truth that freedom

is indivi ible. â\202¬Eeedom FerF:mme is Freedomfor none, af+Wei 5*IQ? {33*ï¬\20153*4

These victories were of great importance for the Further advance of our

struggle. They served t0 raise the degree of isolation of the oppressive
regime and strengthened the ranks of the Forces committed t0 the V1ctoryï¬\202iueï¬\2011Â
¢(

w

.,. ï¬\202... ˜ahmâ\200\224

of the democratic revelutien in our country.

The defeat at the enemy’s plane in August expressed our common recognition bâ\200\235
that apartheid cannot be reqfrmedx and QEQEEEEEQ Butha’s "reform"

programme as a deceiptful sham. It placed before the whole country the

revolutionary perspective of the seizure of power by the people and the

building of a new society in a united, democratic and non˜racial South

Africa.

Comrades and Friends,

The white minority regime lives in dread of the organised power of the

black working class of our country.

 



sTAmmT OF THE NATIONAL EECUTIVE QOIVMIT’Iâ\200\230EE
OF THE AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESSMON m3 OCCASION

 

,

OF 8TH JANUARY, 1985_}e1_wÃ©ï¬\202sb @Y .2266,
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Compatriots;

.

A new year has begun, bringing with it fresh hopes and new challenges.

I am sure that I express our collective conviction when I say that

during this decade, eaoh New Year brings us closer to our cherished

gpal ˜Â»the total liberation of our country.

The bells that rang in the New Year were, for us; a call to battle,

summoning us to ever greater involvement and persistence in the stringb

gle for democratic changeo

We can and will meet the new challenges

successfully.

The confidence with which we make this bold assertion

is based on our unflinching commitment to fight with all our might;

making all the necessary sacrifices, until viotony is ours.

Compatriots,

Today, January 8th, 1985, we observe and celebrate 73 years if the

African National Congress.

As has_been the practice in the past 6

years, the National EXecutive Committee of the ANC addresses an annual

message to you on this our national day.

To do so is both a duty and

a privilege.

It is a duty because histOry has entrusted us with the destiny of our

country, and we therefore must together render to one another, to the

allies and active supporters of our struggle, and to history.itself,

an account of our stewardship over the past twelve months.

We must

together analyse and learn from our experience on the battlefront

during this period and use our conclusions to chart the way forward to

victory - our historically determined destination,



To address you, compatriots, on January 8th, 1985, is a privilege;

For,

we are addressing a fighting people, who during a particularly ferocious
offensive by the enemy, have accumulated a record of resistance and

struggle worthy of our great heroes and martyrs; a people who not only

have the resilience that defies defeat, but also the capacity to rise

to the challenges of the hour and move on to the offensive; a people

with a glorious future to fight for; a tough and brutal enemy to face,

an assured and epooh-making victory to win.

It is 5 years since we rallied our people around the demands of the

Freedom Charter during 1980, the year of the Charter;

This year, as

we mark the 30th anniversary of that historic document, we can with

confidence say that the Freedom Charter is asserting itself as the .

embodiment of our deepest aspirations and the blueprint for a new S.A-



12.

1985 falls on the eve of the centenary of May Day. In recognition of the

bonds that link the workers of South Africa with those of other lands,

May Day was marked in a number of inaustrial centres throughout South
Africa during 1984. We call on all our workers to intensify the
demand for the official recognition ofâ\200\230hay Day as a fully paid workera’

holiday.

In e unique show of international solidarity the black Mineworkers,
who are amongst the lowest paid end.most bitterly exploited of our

workers, dipped into their evenâ\200\224lean pockets and.made a.modest

donation towards the strike fund of the British miners, who are

waging a life and death struggle to save their jobs. We take this

Opportunity to commend this exemplary action on the part of ear

miners.

Dear Compatriots,

The land question, that is, the diaposeeesion of our peeple of the land still
remains the most burning national grievance. The injustice of this historic crime
has been compounded by the raciste’ arrogant attempt to deprive the African
majority of their South African citizenship, thus giving statutory endorsement

to military conquest. Ehe millions of our peeple in the rural areas, engaged as
agricultural workers on farms carved out of their ancestral lands, remain the
least politicized and organised.Â» Their daily lives are dominated by the dictates
of the racist white farmers and Land Companies against whem they have

absolutely no legal redress.

The absence or weakness of basic trade union organisations, has made the millions
of our people in the rural areas easy prey of the most ruthless exploitation

and brutalization. We charge all our peeple to give Special attention to the
mobilisation and organisation of our rural masses. Basing ourselves on the needs
of the people, and taking due account of the concrete oonditione of their existence,
we must devise muiteble organisational aiinnttres end.mechanieme to reach our
rural masses and.previde them with the organisational and.political tools to
defend themselves against exploitation and to assert their rights. As W! said
last year,we must place the perSPective of seizing the land from the
dieposeeeeor in front of our rural masses and educate them to understand that

this is a task that shall devolve primarily on themselves.



11.

˜

The cemmendable response of our women to the call tb join Umkhonto

we Sizwe which has resulted in the swelling of the ranks of our glorious

-peopleâ\200\230s army by more and.more women joining during the course of the

’yearhaa been one of the best ways of observing the Year of the @omen._

All

’these achievements should been seen a8.a_reeolve.of the National Liberation

. ï¬\201ovement to see the wamen of our country play their rightful role in the

struggle for liberation.

The response to our appeal by the International cemmunity in general

and.womenâ\200\231s organisations in particular in practically all the continents

of the globe was most outstanding in mebilising more moral and.material

Isupport forour strï¬\201ggle thr agh eeminare, symposia, conferences and

Speaking tears.

This support was crowned by the presentation of the

Eugene Cotton guard by the HIE? to A. Sisuiu.

we call on our women totuild an these impressive aehievements.

WE

call on the other-sectione of our people to Â¢onÂ¢1nue to give their support

and concrete assistance to our heroic women and.nmÂ¢kers, so that they can

play their rightfu1 ro1e a8 co-fighters andcenliberators ofeur motherland.-

Bespite all the achievements we have so far made, we are still faced

â\200\230with’the necessity 0f accomplishing other tasks we have Set ourselves,

, perticularly to struggle fer.the unity bf the democratic trade union

mavement. 1985 is the 30th innivereany.of the feunding of SACTU; During

this 30tthnniversary’year, let us-consolidate the gains we have thus far
registered. We need to intensify our efforts aimed.at pooling ogr strength
in one united democratic: tradeunibn federation..’1he working class of our â\200\230
country has demonstrated its combativenese in the unprecedented number of
’ atrikea that were waged during the past year. so that this militazmy Will
not bediseipated we sheuld now striveâ\200\230towerde one union for each

[industryo â\200\230

’

.We can and must find the means ofâ\200\230harneseing the collective_etrength of

the working class not merely to improve the immediate economic conditiOns
of that class, but to bring about.Â§Â£Â§233Â§310 change in our country.’The
ARC lends its voice to that of democratic tradeâ\200\230unionists who call for

greater involvement on the part of workers and their unions within"



variaue mass political movementsÂ»


