The promul gation of the orders affecti ng COSATU and
17 other organi sations are a direct attack on the
denocrati c nmovenent.

The state has obviously chosen a path of tota
repression. They intend to destroy the few remain-
ing vestiges of denocracy after the clanpdown of the
Emer gency regul ations.

The cl osing of the avenues of denocratic expression
will possibly lead to an escalation of civil conflict
and vi ol ence. There cannot be a peaceful resolution
of South Africa’ s crisis wthout freedom of expres-
sion and associ ation, and w thout credible organisa-
tions which can articulate the needs and interests

of the maj ority.

Denocratic organisations in the country have
recently faced severe attack fromvigilante and con-
servative rightwing forces . All peace initiatives we
have taken to resolve the violence in Pietermaritz-
burg, KTC etc are jeopardi sed by the banni ng and
restrictions which open the way for conservative
forces to continue at will their campaigns of

vi ol ence and intimdation against our nenbers and the
conmuni ty.

It is clear that the governnment has been encouraged
to opt for the path of increased repression through
the support it has received from enpl oyers and

ri ghtw ng governments of Thatcher, Reagan and Kohl

as well as through the vocal fanaticismof the

ri ghtw ng.

The banning and restricting of our organisations is
the action of a panic-stricken governnent which is
unable to deal with the realities facing South Africa
today. Conflict in our country is inherent because
the maj ority of people are denied access to the for-
mal political institutions. The government has re-
jected the option of stability through dealing with
the legitimte demands of the maj ority in favour of
total control and iron-fisted repression.

The state is attenpting to restrict COSATU to what
they see as legitimate trade union functions . W re-
ject this because there is no denpbcracy in South
Africa, and COSATU and ot her organi sations are part
of the extra-parlianmentary opposition that are
legitimately putting forward the demands and i n-
terests of our menbers both on the shop floor and in
br oader society.

Thepr onul gat i oni sai nedat snashi ngt hecanpai gns

whi chCOSATUhasal r eadyenbar keduponandunder mi n-
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ing COSATU ' s strength. Al these canpaigns are |awfu
and reflect the demands of our nenbers and the con-
cerns of the oppressed najority.

The restrictions on COSATU, taken together with the
proposed Labour Rel ations Amendnent Bill, wll place
COSATU in al nbst the sanme position as the other 17
organi sati ons whi ch have been effectively banned.

The order prohibits COSATU from

0 Calling for the unbanning of banned organisat ions .
0 Calling for the rel ease of detainees.

0 Calling for the rel ease of our conrades in prison
for exanpl e Moses Mayeki so and the Al exandra Five

as well as the nenbers of the South African Railway
and Har bour Workers’ Union who are presently on
trial.

0 Calling for the commuti ng of sentences, egiconrades
on death row, anong themthree NUM nenbers and one
CCAWUSA menber .

0 Opposing any | ocal authorities or boycotting any



[ ocal or municipal elections, eg from canpaigni ng
agai nst the Cctober nunicipal elections.

0 Taking up a canpaign to oppose the system of deten-
tion or any provision of security regulations.

0 To commenorate or celebrate the founding of any
banned organi sation

0 Conmenorating any days of nourning, such as June
16, Sharpeville Day, Kinross and the shooting of
rail way workers .

o Involvenent in any way in devel opi ng denocratic
structures in the community in opposition to the
structures set up by the governnent itself.

0 "Meddling’” with the affairs of a local authority
eg rent collections, rent evictions, forced
renoval s.

0 Supporting disinvestnent and sanctions or the in-
ternational isolation of South African

organi sations .

0 Any public meetings which would discuss any of the
above issues - affecting open debate and denocratic
di scussion in all COSATU structures.

0 Opposing forced renoval s and violent vigilante ac-
tion in Brits.

COSATU has convened a special Central Executive Com
mttee nmeeting to discuss all possible steps to de-
fend our denocratic rights.

24t h February , 1988
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SACTU condemms in the strongest terns the announce-
nent nade today by the racist South African reginme of
the banning of 17 people’s organisations and the
severe restriction of the activities of the |argest
trade union federation our country has seen, COSATU
Cons idering the wi de-ranging arnmoury of repressive
| egislation already used to curb the legitimte
denmands of our people, it is inexplicable why the
regi me has taken up yet another weapon. This pro-
clamati on has effectively prevented COSATU invol ve-
ment in any activity that the regi ne defines as
political

In a country where bl ack people have no politica

ri ghts whatsoever, all organised activity is
political. SACTU has always nmintained that the
struggle for trade union rights in our country is in-
separable fromthe struggle for political rights.
Therefore, this act of repression neans that the
voi ce of over one mllion black workers has been

stifled.
This proclamation nakes it illegal for COSATU to
prot est agai nst the new obnoxi ous | abour bill, which

seeks to destroy COSATU and the denocratic novenent.

It gives the regime and its brutal machinery, the

police and arny, |leeway to smash up neetings of

wor kers around the Living Wage canpai gn, around the

Hands O f Cosatu canpaign, around a range of issues
fromfactory problens to workers’ health and safe-

ty, the workers living conditions and issues which

The United Denocratic Front and its affiliates warn the fascist
and racist Botha regine that its | atest outrageous and un-

forgi veabl e actions agai nst the people of South Africa and their
denocratic organi sations can only result in a further escalation
of the crisis. W protest the banning and restricting of activities
of our open and peaceful organi sations.

The experience of the banning of the African National Con-

gress showed that the desire and determ nation of our people for
freedom and justice burns stronger under repressive conditions.
Not hi ng, we repeat nothing, will stand in the way of the United
Denocratic Front as it carries out its historical task and duty of
uniting the oppressed and sil enced people of our country.

Long Live the United Denocratic Front!

UDF Spokesperson, 24.2.88

affect workers in their comunities.

Thi s short-sighted, poverty-stricken response has -

yet again proved to the people of our country and the

i nternational community that the white mnority

regime is not interested in change. This procl ana-

tionis arecipe for confrontation and will force

workers to get redress by other nethods fromthe many

gri evances the apartheid system causes.

If Western governnents, and some in the interna-

tional community, had any doubts about the need for

firmand decisive action against the reginme - this

doubt can no | onger be sustai ned.

The policies of constructive engagenent, trade and

investrment with apartheid South Africa nust be aban-

doned i nmedi ately. Mandatory conprehensive sanc-

tions nmust be inplenmented now. The internationa

trade uni on novenent nust take a clear, active stance

in defence of COSATU

SACTU calls on the workers of the world to unite in

defence of their brothers and sisters in struggle in

Sout h Afri ca.

AN I NJURY TO ONE IS AN I NJURY TO ALL

J ohn K. Nkadi neng

General Secretary, 24.2.88
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