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IT goes back To The days when The African
people foughT spear in hand agaihsT The
BriTish and Boer colonisers.
The ANC hos kepT This spiriT of resisTonce olive!
Over The IasT 80 years The ANC hos broughT
TogeTher millions in The sTrugg/e for IiberaTion.
TogeTher we have foughT for our land, agoihsT
low wages, high rehTs and The dompos. We have
foughT ogoinsT bahTu educoTIOh, and for The
righT To voTe for o governmehT of our choice.
This picTure hisTory is abouT our sTrugg/e for free-
dom and jusTice. IT Tells The sTory of The ANC.
0 UR sTrugg/e for freedom has a long hisTory.



’I. THE AFRICAN KINGDOMS
ARE DEFEATED 18603 - 1900
HITE seTTlers from Holland firsT came To SouTh Africa in l652. Mahy biTTer sTruggles were
foughT over land and caTTle. AlThough The African kingdoms losT land and oaTTle They
were sTill independehT some 200 years laTer.
BUT in The 1860’s, BriTaih broughT large armies wiTh horses, modem rifles and cannons, To
Take oonTrol of SouTh Africa. The Xhosa who had foughT hihe wars of resisTahCe agaihsT
The colonisers, were finally defeaTed in l878, afTer more Than 100 years of warfare.
Led by King CeTshwayo, The Zulu broughT a crushing defeaT on The BriTish army aT
lsahdhlwaha in 1878, buT were finally defeaTed aT Ulundl by BriTish reinforcemehTs. Soon
afTerwards The BriTish aTTaCked aha defeaTed The Peal who had also remained ihdee
pendehT for many years.
Leaders like Sekhukhune, Sahaile and CeTshwayo were oapTured and imprisoned or
killed. By 1900 BriTaih had broken The power of The African kingdoms and They Theh fsell
under The conTrol of The colonial governmehT. In 1910, BrlTaih handed over This oonTrol T
o
The Boer ahcl BriTish seTTlers Themselves, when H gave Them independence. The union of
SouTh Africa was formed wiTh a governmehT ThaT recognised only The righTs of whiTe
people and denied righTs To blacks.
712 pan ’
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ChiefBambaTa and his warriors. BambaTa led The /asT armed res/sTanoe
by Africans, in 7906. His people Took up arms againsT The BriTish, To resisT
Their law ThoT every man pay a huT Tax. BambaTa/s army was mowed
down by machine guns and his head was cuT off To serve as a lesson
To oTher Chiefs.



2. THE ANC IS FORMED 1912
THE wors of resisTonce ended wiTh The defeoT of Born
boTo’s rebellion. Africons hod To find new woys To fighT
for Their Iond ond Their freedom. In 1911, Pixley ko Isoko
Seme oolled on Africons To forgeT The differences of The
posT ond uniTe TogeTher in one noTionol orgonisoTion. He
soid: We are one people. These divisions, These jealousies,
are The cause of all our woes Today.
On Jonuory 8Th 1912, chiefs, represenToTives of peoples
and church orgonisoTions, ond oTher prominenT individuols
goThereol in BloemfonTein ond formed The African NoTionol
Congress. The ANC declored iTs oim To bring oil Africons
TogeTher os one peopTe To defend Their righTs ond free-
doms.
The ANC wos formed 0T 0 Time when SouTh Afrioo wos
chonging very fosT. Diomonds hod been discovered in
T867 ond gold in T886. Mine bosses wonTed large numbers
of people To work for Them in The mines. Lows ond Toxes
were designed To force people To leave Their Iond. The
mosT severe low wos The 1913 Lond ACT, which prevenTed
Africons from buying, renTing or using Iond, exoepT in The
reserves.
Mony communiTies or fomilies immedioTer IosT Their lond
becouse of The Lond ACT. For millions of oTher block people
iT become very difficulT To live off The lond. The Lonol ACT
coused overcrowding, Iond hunger, poverTy ond sTorvo-
Tion.
In 7970, by The ACT of
Union, wh/Te dominofion
wos consol/doTed in
Soufh Africa
Forming communiTy in EosTern Cope circa 1970



/n 7974 fhe ANC senf a delegof/on to Britain fo profesf against the Land Acf. The delegat
ion consisted
of (H) Thomas Map/ke/o, Rev. W. Rubusono, Rev. John Dube, Soul Msone and 80/ P/oofje



3. WORKING FOR A WAGE
HE Lend ACT and oTher lows and Taxes forced people To seek work on The mines end
on The whiTe forms. While some block people seTTIed ih ciTies like Johannesburg, mosT
workers were migrohTs. They Travelled To The mines To work and reTurhed home To The rural
areas wiTh porT of Their wages, usually once 0 year.
BUT Africans were hoT free To
move as They pleased.
Passes COhTroIled Their
movemehTs and mode sure
They worked eiTher Oh The
mines or on The forms. The
pass laws olso sTopped Afri-
cons from leaving Their jobs
orsTrikihg.lh1919The ANC in
The Tronsvool Ted 0 com-
poigh ogoihsT possesThe
ANC olso supporTed The mili-
TODT sTrike by African mihe- Workers, surrounded by mounTed police, profesf oga/nsf passe
s 05
workers in 1920’ porf of on ANC campaign in Johannesburg, 1919,
However, some ANC leaders disagreed wiTh miIiTOhT ocTiOhs such 03 sTrikes Ohd proTesTs.
They argued ThoT The ANC should ochieve iTs aims by persuasion, for example, by
appealing To BriTcrih. BUT The appeals of delegoTiOhs who visiTed BriToih in 1914 To proT
esT
The Land ACT and again in 1919 To ask BriToih To recognise African righTs, were ignored.
This careful opprooch meOhT ThoT The ANC wos hoT very ocTive in The 1920’s. The lhdusTrio
l
and Commercial Workers Union (ICU) - 0 general union formed in 1919 - was The mosT
ocTive and popular organisoTiOh in rural Ohd urban areas, QT This Time. The union won som
e
major vicTories for iTs workers Through miIiTOhT OCTiOhs. However, The ICU could hoT susT
oih
iTseIf, end in The IoTe 1920’s iT collapsed.
Low wages and poor living COhd/Tions led African workers To form Their own Trade unions



SociolisT organiscITions also
began To organise block
workers in The 1920’s. The In-
TemoTionol SociolisT League
TogeTher wiTh oTher sociolisT
orgonisoTiOhs, formed The
CommunisT PorTy in 1921.
The CommunisT PorTy be-
come The firsT hOh-rociol
poliTicol orgonisoTion ih
SouTh Africa.
During The 1920’s govern-
mehT policies become
harsher and more rocisT. A
colour-bor wos esToinshed
To sTop blocks from holding
semi-skilled jobs in some ihe
dusTries. IT also meohT ThoT
block workers were paid
lower wages for unskilled
work.
J.T. Gumede, wos elecTed
PresidehT of The ANC in 1927.
He Tried To reviToIise The ANC
in order To fighT These rocisT
policies. Gumede ThoughT
ThoT The communisTs could
make C: conTribuTion To This . ,_ ,
sTruggle and wonTed The H W mhm"mun".
ANC To co-operoTe wiTh
Them. However, in 1930, Gu- Le#emead Offhe ICU
mede wos voTed ouT of of-
fice and The ANC become
ihocTive in The 1930’s under
0 conservoTive leadership.
TTINDUSTRIAL j COMMERCIALK;
T WORKERS UNIONDF AFRTCA.
HMMN iimmmmm ’ J15AD OFFICE -
24 LOOP STREET. GAPETOWI
DHONE No. 5320 CENYRAI.
TELEGRAFHIC ADDRESS T Tsttvou" CADE Y
.u rm Thlnughuuf m
’.w:
Workers demonsTroTe



4. THE ANC GAINS NEW LIFE
19403
Ill AN(/ was baaslua wilh now lilo and (:rlorgy in lhe
NMU’s, Wllkill changed il lrom lho careful arganisalion
il was in HM: I(MU’s la Illa mass lYIOVOlTlOHl il was lo
became in HM? I(2l)(J’s.
lll(;l()(1f;()(i(1ll(1(;l(f;()rl llu: riahls ()l black people and lhc
rise ()1 ()xlmmo Alrikanur nalianalisrrl craaloa lha need lor
a mom mililanl ms; )(msu lram llm ANC. l larshor racism also
broughl aroalur (:() ()pmralian bolwoon lllo organisations
()l Alrlcans, ( ,mlourmls and Indians. In l()/l/, lha ANC and
lll()lll(il(lll(I()llgjl()f;f;(ff)filQlKXj(lp(1(llSlUllllglUHSUppOll far
am: anallurl’s (;(1rnp(1iarl:;.
In lWl/l lllo ANC Yaulh league was larmod. lhc young
loaders ()l llm V()lllll league among lhom Nelson Man
aola, Waller ESisqu and ( )livor lamha based lhoir ideas on
Alll(:(1ll nalionalism. lhoy believed Africans would be
Hood only by llloir awn ollorls. lho Yaulh league aimed
la involvm llu: masses al people in mililanl slrugglosl
Many more people moved la lhe (:ilics in lhc lQ/lO’s To
work in now laclorios and inauslrios. lhcy began lo form
llloir own (:omrmmily arganisalians such as lhe Squallers
Mavomonl and lraao unions. lho mililanl ideas of The
Youlll league quickly found supporl among l’he new
populalion ()l H10 (:ilios. lho Youlh league drew up a
Programme ()l Aclion calling lar slrikcs, boycolls and def
llama), ll was aaaploal by lho ANC in 19/19, lhe year after
lho Nalianal Parly (:amo lo power, lho Programme of
Aclionloa lo H10I)()ll(1ll(i0(:OlTlpOlgHOl lhc 1950’s.
Hm Guardian, 0 week/y news
paper, played a key role durr
Ina Hm war in helping lo
Irmb/liso anfi fascist opinion
and supporf for me ANC
lnmnmll
#VI-irli’sWWniinxwler. Lilllo Mom What Now?
Passiw l Ios/slanco aga/nsf lows ref
sl/lvllng Indians from buying land
was led by H70 Natal Indian Con
aims in 10:16, I/l/S vampa/gn was
suppa/lvd by the ANC and led fo
g/vafm unify will) H70 Indian
(hng/Uss. Hl/S now a/Hance
anf/k v’palvd the 00/77/17ng power
in 10.18 or Afl/kanw Nationalism.
and Hm 1/vslilulmm/isaf/on of IO?
c/sm l/lml/gh H70 system of apart
llvld



In 7946, 75,000 African m/heworke
ers come ouf on sfr/ke for h/gher
wages. Troops were col/ed In fo
drive fhe miners back fo fhe mines
of bayonet point Many Trade un-
ion/sfs were orresfed inc/udihg JB
Marks, Presidehf of fhe African
Mineworkers Union, seen (below
leff) marching in Johannesburg
wifh leaders of fhe Soufh African
Indian Congress and The African
Peoples Organisaf/on
ANC members faking port in fhe
Programme of ACfI’Oh which
col/ed for hOh-cooperofiorv w/fh
fhe governmehf



5. A MASS MOVEMENT IS BORN
19503
HE Defiance Campaign was The beginning of a mess
movemehT of resisTohce To oporTheid. AporTheid oimed
To seporoTe The differehT roce groups compleTely Through
lows like The PopuloTIOh RegisTroTiOh ACT, Group Areas ACT
0nd BonTu EducoTion ACT, and Through sTricTer pass lows
and forced removals.
TTNOh-Europeohs" walked Through "Europeans Ohly" eh-
Trohces and demanded service CIT "WhiTe’s Ohly" counTers
of posl offices. Africans broke The pass lows and Indian,
Coloured th WhiTe lvolunTeers" ehTered Africon Town-
ships wiThouT permission.
The success of The Defiohce Campaign encouraged fur-
Ther campaigns ogoihsT oporTheid lows, like The Group
Areas ACT and The BOhTu EducoTiOh ACT.
The governmehT Tried To sTop The Defiance Campaign by
banning iT’s leaders and passing new lows To prevehT
public disobedience. BUT The campaign had already
made huge goihs. IT broughT closer co-operoTiOh beTweeh
The ANC and The SA lhdicm Congress, swelled Their mem-
bership and also led To The formoTiOh of new orgohisoTiOhs:
The SA Coloured People’s OrgohiSQTiOh (SACPO) end The
Congress of DemocroTs (COD), Oh orgonisoTion of whiTe
democroTs.
These organisoTths, TogeTher wlTh The SA Congress of
Trade Unions (SACTU) formed The Congress Alliance.
NATIONAL DAY OF
PROTEST
MONDAY 26TH JUNE. I950
Begins Hm all on slrugglo (or Freedom.
Dr. J. S. Moroka, ProsidenLGeneral of TH.
AMcan Nafioncl Congress, suppoded by
Leaders ol The Sou’h Alrican lndlan Con-
gress, and African Peoples’ Organisafkm
call; upon a" SouTh Alricans lo REFRAIN
FROM GOING TO WORK ON THlS
DAY.
0
O Dan W! Suwuiwcw CK Fanwumsu Am M
GROUP AFEM awn mm" p. ;, uan OUR COW?"
WYO A mum :lA’i .
I Wm! auf’lw Mhid. hndi’wv-v’, msism’
Hwal vuSqu ’ _ G: o l h J 13 L ma u
0 hgu’ w’ve wuwwl ,A A.-.-. v.0 Pgucg ham
HUSY (on 1AM? awn A N Am WAGQSFOIAUJ
9’: sach CI’ all w the iffuqqh
’Tis bon
i)! rv-vT " l-I"T 6h slaves.
.. an la ’-
,w .1" 4 Euvopoon
. ’7 SERFDOMTL
FREE w
Oh The 26 June 7952
The ANC and The
Soufh African Indian
Congress launched,
OT Fordsburg, Johan-
nesburg, The Defi-
ance of UnjusT Lows
Campaign



SophiaTown residenTs hold a meeT/hg To
proTesT agaihsT The desTrucT/on of Their
homes under The Group Areas ACT and The
ThreaT of removal To SoweTo, 7953. Sophia-
Town was one of The few areas In Johan-
nesburg where Africans could own land.
The Township was evehTua/Iy aesTroyed
and iT’s people removed by 2000 Troops
w/Th 80 Trucks
SACTU officials address TacTory workers.
SACTU was a non-rac/a/ Trade union fed-
eraT/on esTab/ished in 7955. The slogan of
SACTU was Organise or Starve and The un-
ion sTrove To organise workers. /T also Took
parT in Their pol/Tica/ sTrugg/es and was a
parTher 7h The Congress Alliance
Women emerge from prison offer being jailed
for defying unjusT /aws. Vo/unTeers gave Them-
selves up peacefully for arresT. Over 8,000 peo-
ple were arresTed. They refused To pay balls or
fines. Prisons were filled To capaciTy as some
people served sehTehces of Two or Three
monThs
Teachers and pupils aT The ANC school in Gere
misTOh, which was seT up To defy The BahTu
EducaT/Oh ACT of 7953. The BahTu EducaT/on
Campaign called for a boycoTT of sTaTe
schools in praTesT aga/hsT The new educaT/on
policy. However, The ANC was unable To es-
Tab/ish a/TernaT/ve schools as They were shuT
down as soon as They were seT up



The Congress Allionce come TogeTher To organise The
Congress of The People - (:2 conference of OH The people
of SouTh Afrioo - which presehTed people’s demands for
The kind of SouTh Africo They worhTed.
The demohds called for The people To govern and for The
lond To be shared by The Those who work iT. They called for
houses, work and securiTy end for free and equal educo-
Tion. These demands were drown TogeTher mm The Free
dom ChorTer which wos odopTed oT The Congress of The
People oT KTipTown on The QoTh June T955.
The governmehT cloimed ThoT The Freedom ChorTer wos o
communisT document Communism hool been banned by
The governmehT in 1950, so They orresTed ANC ond Con-
gress Ieoders orhd broughT Them To Triol. They also Tried To
prove ThoT The ANC ohd iTs ollies had 0 policy of violence
and plonned To overThrow The sToTe.
Congress vo/unTeers mobi/lsing
subporT for The Congress of The
Peop/e. Vo/unTeers v/s/Ted every
Township and v/l/oge To co//ecT
The demands of The peop/e for o
democroT/c SouTh Africa
De/egoTes To The C ongress march
w/Th Their demands, Kl/pTOWh,
2oTh June, 1955
IS FREEDOM CHARTERjyrxggm
TREASON?
Grown Refuses To 7. 7
.3 :wer Defence Qyprym
Brulnl Police Attack
’ Al Drill Hall
(,7/CC ,1 ’3
A.((U$ED T T
The 756 Congress leaders who
were charged w/Th Treason. The
Trial began In 7956 and ended in
7%! when The losT ofThe accused
were f/ho/ly ocquiTTed
Congress ocT/v/sTs demonsTroTe
Their supporT for The accused



Ih T955 The governmehT
announced ThaT women
musT carry passes. A huge
campaign was mounTed
by women, counTrywide.
Women also led a miIiTahT
campaign agaihsT municie
pal beerhalls. According To
The law iT was illegal for
women To brew TradiTional
beer. Police raided homes
and desTrayed home
brewed liquor so ThaT men
would use municipal beer-
halls. in response, women
aTTacked The beerhalls aha
desTroyed equipmehT and
buildings. The women also
organised a highly success-
ful boycoTT of The beerhalls.
ANC Women’s League leaders
(I-r) Lilian Ngoyi, Helen Joseph,
Am/ha Cacha/ia and Sophie Wil-
liams wiTh The peT/T/ons proTesT/ng
aga/hsT passes for women, Prefo-
r/a, 9Th AugusT I956
The highpo/nT of The womehTs campaign againsT passes was The
march on The Union Buildings in PreTor/a by 20,000 women. Their
message was clear: Wafhinfabafazi, wafhinfimbokodo. Uzokufa! (You
have struck the women, You have struck a rock. You will be crushed!)
Police aTTack women demosTraT/ng aT CaTo Manor, Nafal, 7959. The
previous highT women aTTacked beerha/ls and drove ouT The men



There were mony oTher commUhiTy sTruggles in The 1950’s. ResisTonce in The rural oreos
reached new heighTs. Ih mony oreos compoighs were led by The ANC ogoihsT posses for
women, forced removols ond The BonTu AuThoriTies ACT The BonTu AuThoriTies ACT gove
Tho whiTo govornmonT The power To remove chiefs They considered Troublesome ond
reploce Them wiTh Those who would oolloboroTe wiTh The rocisT sysTem.
The colloboroTion of chiefs wiTh governmehT officiols wos one of The causes of The
Pondolond RevolT, o mojor evehT in The resisTonoe by rurol people. The Pondo; olso
demanded represenToTion ih porliomehT, lower Toxes and on end To BonTu EducoTron.
Chief AlberT LuThu/I, ANC PresldenT and winner of The Nobe/ Peace Prize,
leads ANC supporTers In a freedom song of o meeT/ng in Cope Town, /oTe 795015
A march in a Township near Johannesburg To profesf ogo/nsT a ban
on po/iT/co/ meetings in porTs of The Mor/co disTricT/ Transvaal, June 7958



Alexandra residehTs walk To work during The 7957 bus boycoTT organised by The ANC. The bo
ycoTT was called
when PuTco increased bus fares by a penny For Three monThs The residehTs sold Azikwelwa! 
(We will noT
ride!) and walked The Ten miles To work UhTi/ fares were lowered again. BoycoTTs were als
o sToged ih PreToria,
EvoTon and PorT E/lzobeTh
T Their grievances To governmehT officialsl The Pondo rebels burhT
from The mounToihs, offer The police
l/ion by force. The "peasohfs’ revo/T" was finally crushed ofTer The governmehT
e were sehTehced To deoTh for ThelrporT in The rebellion
Pondo represehTaT/yes goTher To preseh
The homes of collaboroTors and COhT/hued To organise Their resisTonce
aTTempTed To end The rebe
declared a sToTe of emergency in 7960. Th/rTy peop/



The struggles of the 1950’s brought blocks and whites
together on o much greeter scole in the fight for justice
ehd democrocy. The Congress Atliehee wos on expression
of the ANC’s policy of non rooiotism. This was expressed in
the Freedom Chorter which doclored thot South Africa
belongs to oil who live in it.
But not everyone in the ANC; ogreed with the policy of ) ,jf thj FORV
hOh roeiolism. A smell mihority of members who coiled ’ XBER’SW
themselves Atrieoriists, opposed the treedom Chorter. , ’ , ’
They objected to the AMT? growing co operation with , o _ &
whites ohd Indiehs, who they described as toreignersThey
were olso suspicious oi communists who, they felt, brought
0 toreigh ideology into the struggle PAC prorfe’s "7mm
in anti boss campaign
t um Q
The differences between the Atrieohists end those in the ANC who supported hOh-rociol-
ism, could not be overcome. In 1959 the Atrieonists broke owoy from the ANC and formed
the Port Atrieonist Congress (PAC). Ahti boss compoighs were taken up by both the ANC
end the PAC in 1960.
The PAC eompoigh begoh on the ?ist Moreh. People were osked to Ieove their posses
at home end gother ot police stotions to be orrested. People gathered in Iorge numbers
at Shorpeville in the Veol and ot Nyongo end tonge heer Cope Town. At Shorpeville the
police opened tire on the unormed end peoeeful crowd, killing ()9 and wounding 186.
The mossocre of peaceful protesters ot Shorpeville brought 0 decode of peaceful protest
to on end. The government behhed the ANC and the PAC. They deelored 0 state of
emergency and orrested thousands of Congress and PAC oetivists.
People bum then M 153 books Not)



Dead and dying lie in fhe sfreef offer #79 Shorpevi/le shoofings, March 2 Isf 7960
Mass burial of Shorpev/l/e victims, March 7960



6. THE ARMED STRUGGLE BEGINS
19603
III ANL I(mV up (mm
(manual Hm SIMIIINriMJn
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II. mmmm . ,
fEi/WIs was; I(IIIIIH(I I() "hit
back by all the means
within our power in defence
of our people, our future
and our freedom."
III
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I963, p()li(:(? I(lidmI IIH)
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Imvalinq Hm I(WNIUISIIIIX IIIIS;
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Some ANC Ieoders - among Them Oliver Tombo and Joe Slovo avoided orresT ond IeTT
The counTry. OTher ANC members TeTT To undergo miIiTory Training.
ATTer The Rivonio Trial, The underground sTrucTures of The ANC in The counTry were all bu
T
desTroyed. The ANC was faced wiTh The quesTiOh of how To bring Trained soldiers back
inTo The counTry To COhTihue The sTruggle. However, SouTh Africa was surrounded by
counTries ThoT were very hosTiIe To The ANC. Rhodesia, Angelo and Mozambique were all
conTroIIed by colonial governmehTs ThoT supporTed The regime. MK would firsT have To
make iTs woy Through Those counTries before iT could reach home ground.
In 1967, MK begoh o joihT compoigh wiTh Zopu, a people’s ormy fighTihg for The IiberoTiOh
of Zimbabwe. They aimed To find 0 rouTe ihTo SouTh Africa by firsT crossing The Zambezi
River from Zombie ihTo Zimbabwe, Then marching across Zimbabwe Through The Wonkie
Game Reserve, and crossing The Limpopo River ihTo SouTh Africa. While The Wonkie
Campaign gove MK cadres imporTOhT experience in comboT, iT was clear ThoT MK would
have To find oTher ways of geTTihg We The counTry. The ANC consuIToTive conference OT
Morogoro,Tc1hzonio in 1969 looked for soluTions To This problem.
The Morogoro Conference called for 0h oll-round sTruggle. BoTh armed sTruggIe and moss
poliTicol sTruggle hod To be used TO defeoT The enemy. BuT The armed sTruggle and The
revival of moss sTruggIe depended on building ANC underground sTrucTures wiThih The
counTry. A fourTh ospecT of The oll-round sTruggle was The campaign for ihTerhoTiOhol
supporT Ohd ossisTOhce from The resT of The world. These four ospeCTs were oTTen called
The four pillars of sTruggIe. The hOh-rociol chorocTer of The ANC wos furTher consolidoTe
d
by The opening up of ANC membership To hOh-AfrICOhs.
.1 . sf:
Umkhonfo we Sizwe cadres prepare for The Wonkie Campaign. The Wonk/e Campaign did hoT ach
ieve #5
aim To reach SouTh Africa. MK and ZAPU were involved in combof wiTh The joinT Rhodesion-S
ADF forces



7. WORKERS AND STUDENTS FIGHT BACK
1970 s
URING The 1960’s, as o
resulT of The banning of
The IibereTiOh movemehT,
There were few signs of resis-
TOhce. The oporTheid sys-
Tem grew sTrOhger Ohd
exTehded iTs conTrol over all
QspeCTs of people’s lives.
BUT, despiTe The lull, people
were hoT prepared To OC-
cepT The hardships and op-
pression of oporTheid. In The
1970’s workers Ohd sTudehTs
foughT book ogoihsT The sys-
Tem. Their sTruggles
changed The face of SouTh
Africa.
From obouT 1970 prices be-
goh To rise sharply, making iT
even more difficulT for work-
ers To survive on low wages.
SpOhToheous sTrikes re-
suITed: workers walked off
The job demanding wage
increases. The sTrike began
in Durban in 1973 end loTer
spread T0 oTher porTs of The
counTry.
The Durban strikes were sponfoneous. Workers had no Trade
unions and very lifT/e orgon/soT/on, However, They sTi/l won small
increases which proved The power of co/leCT/ve ocTion. The
sTr/kes led To The formoT/on of new, mdepehdent Trade unions
for b/ock workers



STudehT onger ond grievohoes ogoihsT
bonTu eduooTiOh exploded in June T976.
Tens of Thousands of high school sTudehTs
Took To The sTreeTs To proTesT ogoihsT oporT-
heid ond The compulsory use of Afrikoohs oT
schools. Police opened fire on morohihg
sTudehTs, killing ThirTeeh yeor old HeoTor
PeTerson ond oT IeosT Three oThers. This
began on uprising ThoT spreod To oTher porTs
of The oounTry Ieovihg over T ,000 deod, mosT
of whom were killed by police.
Mony SoweTo sTudehT Ieoders were influ-
enced by The ideos of block conciousness.
The SouTh Africon STudehTs MovemehT
(SASM), one of The firsT orgonisoTions of block
high school sTudehTs, ployed on imporTonT
role in The 1976 uprising. There were also
small groups of sTudehT ocTivisTs who were
linked To old ANC members and The ANC
underground. ANC underground sTruoTures
issued pomphleTs collihg on The oommUhiTy
To supporT sTudehTs ond linking The sTudehT
sTruggle To The sTruggle for hoTiOhol libero-
Tion.
A youTh carries The body of HecTor PeTerson,
The firsT cosuo/Ty in The 7976 uprising
Police and soldiers killed hundreds of young peo-
ple and wounded Thousands of oThers
The funeral of STeve B/ko, 7977. Biko, The mosT
prominehf block oonciousness leader, died while
In police deTehT/on



8. THE STRUGGLE FOR PEOPLETS POWER
19803
N The 1980’s, people Took
The IiberoTion sTruggTe To
hew heighTs. In The work
plooe, in The communiTy
ond in The schools, The peo-
ple oimed To Toke COhTrol of
Their siTuoTion. All oreos of
life become oreos of poIiTi-
col sTruggle. These sTruggles
were linked To The demohd
for poliTiool power.
Thousonds of youThs
flooded The ronks of MK of-
Ter The 1976 uprising. The viov
Iehce used by The seouriTy
forces To quell The uprising
mode The youTh deTer
mined To come book ond
fighT. The 1976 uprising olso
led The regime To change iTs
sTroTegy. For The firsT Time re-
forms were ihTroduoed To
oporTheid. These oimed To
win some supporT from The
block oommUhiTy, buT wiTh-
ouT mokihg subsTonTiol
Chonges. AT The some Time
The miliTory wos greoTIy
sTrehgThehed. They could
use greoTer force ond re-
pression ogoihsT people
ond orgonisoTions who
were considered revolu-
Tionoryr Through The SToTe
SecuriTy Council ond o heTi
work of oTher sTrucTures, The
miliTory olso goihed corTTrol
over The mosT imporTohT
decisions of governmehT.
This combihoTiOh of reform
ond repression, The NP gov-
ernmehT described os wihA
hihg The heorTs ond minds of
block SouTh Africons.
PW BoTho and Mognus lVIo/on
Take The so/uTe 0T 0 mi/I’Tory po-
rode in PreTor/o, November IQ8O
MK oTTock on 8050/, June 7980, The TirsT oTTocks carried ouT by The 7976
generoT/on of MK were designed To show The people of SouTh Africa
ThoT MK wos sT/l/ olive and Tr’ghTr’hg ond ThoT The people had The power
To TighT DOCK This sTroTegy wos col/ed armed propaganda. IVIK oT-
Tocked The regime even In The mosT highly guarded places - such as
VoorTIekkerhoogTe ond Koeberg



Francis Board, a former PresidehT of The ANC Women ’5 League, so/uTes The crowd goThered 
To launch The
Uh/Ted DemocroT/c FrOhT, Cape Town, AugusT 7983. The UDF broughT TogeTher over 700 commun
iTy and
local organ/soT/Ohs in a common programme ago/hsT The so-ca/led reforms proposed by The r
egime
However, The reforms proposed by The government such as The Tricomeroi PorliomehT
Ohd Block Locol AuThoriTies in African Townships, were ToTolly rejecTed and 0th gave rise
To greoTer resisTohce.
In The 1980’s communiTy orgonisoiions such 08 civics, sTudehTs Ohd youTh organisoTiOhs
and women’s sTrucTures began To spring up oil over SouTh Africa. This was 0 rebirTh of Th
e
mass Congress movemehT and led To The formoTiOh of The UhiTed DemocroTic FronT.
One of The biggesT orgohisoTiOhs formed 0T This Time was The Congress of SouTh African
STudehTs (COSAS) wiTh branches in Towns and CiTies ThroughouT SouTh Africa. in many
cases civic organisoTiOhs developed ouT of porehT - sTudehT commiTTees which had been
formed To supporT educoTiOh sTruggles. Massive hoTiOhol school boycoTTs rocked The
Townships in 1980 and again in 1984/5.



Worker organisoTiOh and power olso Took G major leap forward wiTh The formoTIeh of
COSQTU in 1986. CosoTu drew TogeTher independehT unions ThoT had begun To growllh The
sevehTies. CosoTu commiTed iTself To advancing The sTruggles of workers bo’Th In The
workplace end in The communiTyJQ87 sow The highesT number of sTrikes ever, Including
0 sTrike by over 300,000 miheworkers.
---- In-In-
I III- _ n.-
Cosofu headquorTers is occupied for f/ve hours as police line up
officials and search Their offices, April 7987. Lorer In The some year
These offices were desTroyed by a massive bomb, CosoTu was
banned from porT/c/poT/hg In Ol/ poliT/ce/ ocT/v/Ty in February 7988



In 1985, The ANC called on
Township residehTs To make
Townships ungoverhoble by
desTroyihg The Block Local
AuThoriTies. Councillors and
police were called on To re-
sign. Muncipol buildingscmd
homes of colloboroTors
were oTTocked. As The ad-
mihisTroTive sysTem broke
down, people esToinshed
Their own democroTiC sTruc-
Tures To run The communiTy,
including sTreeT commiTTees
and people’s courTs. Ah OT-
mosphere of moss insurrec-
TiOh prevailed in many
Townships and rural Towns
across The counTry during
1985 end 1986. Moss sTrug-
gles and The armed sTruggle
began To supporT one Oh-
oTher. Troops and police
who had moved mm The
Townships CT The end of 1984
engaged in running boTTles
wiTh youThs - armed wiTh
sTones Ohd peTroI bombs - in
on efforT To re-esToinsh
conTroI.
Muslim leader Mou/ono Foried Essack Tries To sTop police
from removing an ANC flog draped over The coffin ofs/o/n
MK cadre Ash/ey Krie/ in Bonfeheuwel, July 7987



&&m&.u-u
A Duduzo Township residehT lies dead while members of a special
police squad Take a smoke break Offer on all n/ghT Tc/eon-up’,
July 7985
As resisTohce mOUhTed, The regime become more vicious.
A sToTe of emergency was declared over many porTs of
The counTry in July 1985. IT losTed for six mOhThs, end Then
in June 1986 O hoTiOhol emergency was declared, ThoT
IosTed unTil 1990. The sToTes of emergency were used To
deTQih over 30,000 people, among Them cthreh, end To
ban The UDF ond iTs offilioTes from all ocTiviTy. CosoTu wos
resTricTed from poliTicoI ocTiviTy.
SecreT governmehT uniTs killed ocTivisTs ond bombed Their
homes. The SADF led roids ihTo neighbouring counTries To
desTroy ANC bases. These raids were porT of 0 general
sTroTegy To desTobilise neighbouring governmehTs ThoT of-
fered The ANC supporT. The SouTh African governmehT
gove exTehsive supporT To bondiT orgonisoTions like
Rehomo in Mozambique and 0mm in Angelo.
Members of The AnTT-oporf-
he/d movemehT march in sup-
porT of soncTions and The
Tso/oT/on of oporThe/d, London
7987, During The 7980’s ihTer-
noT/ono/ pressure To end
oparThe/d grew sTeadT/y
Mourners 0T a funeral of fourfeen QueensTown res/oenfs massacred by police, November 7985



Eosfem Cape Unifed Democrof/c From leader Mofhew Gon/we of fhe funeral of a murdered yout
h ocfiv/sf,
Grahamsfown 7985. Two months lofer, Goniwe and Three ofher UDF leaders, were assassinated
 by a securify
force deofh squad while refuming To Crodock from PorT E/izobefh
On 30m January 798 7 South African Defence Force A prison official approaches fhe familie
s of death
commandos crossed info Mozambique 0nd OT- row prisoners We/l/ngfon Me/lies and Moses
focked ANC residences of Mafo/o, killing fwe/ve Jonfj/es fo inform fhem fhof rhe two men 
had
people been hanged earlier rhof morning, Prefor/o 7987



The sTruggle fer people’s
power in The 19803, shook
The feundeTiOhs of The bone
TusTOh sysTem. The regime
Tried despereTely To save H by
supporTihg vigilehTe groups
Ohd suppressing popular
resisTehCe.
lh NeTeI, The struggle for
people’s power was meT
wiTh violence by InkeThe
warlords who were opposed
T0 The grewTh Of community
organisations. Civic and
youTh orgehiseTiehs end
COSOTU were Opposed To The
undemeereTiC preCTices ef
IhkeThe and HS Ties To The
KweZulu governmehT. The
COhfIiCT has led To (:1 biTTer war
in NeTel, where Thousands
hove IosT Their lives. Todey
There is evidence TheT The
governmehT has given
money To lhkeTho To fighT The
ANC, end TheT The SouTh
Africeh Police end The
KWOZUIU Police have pOFTiCiv SADIL so/dIers suppress on offempfed coup by members of The 
Bophu-
peTed in This WOT, T/Iafswane army, Iebruery 1988
MT r" ’
( hI’ef/hpsie Seboqodi, Bmk/aag! ( ( OIHITTLl/Tlfy/ 0(7dUI Sp( ak/ITQ efomoeT/ng To profe
sf Their/ncorporoT/on
Info Bophufhmswam7, lobluaIy W80



’ FAAFRIKA
lhkorho members lead on onfi-Cosofu po-
rode of fhe launch of Inkofho’s frode union
wing, The Uh/fed Workers Union of Soufh Africa
(Uwuso), Durban, May Day, 7986, The rally was
secretly organised and funded by SouTh
African A/I/l/fary lhfe/ligence
A residehf wifh a homemade firearm stands guard de-
fending his home and community from chock by Inkofho
impis, lnohdo, Nofo/ 7990
Police w/fh lhkofho supporfers
Funeral for fwo UDF youfh who were abducted by lnkofha and killed while refum/ng from fhe
 funeral of a
TGWU bus driver, also killed in fhe violence, Mpophomeh/ Township, Nofa/ 7987



9. THE ANC IS UNBANNED
ANC supporfers march down The mom sfreeT m Cape Town during The Def/once Campaign, 7989
I N spiTe of deTenTions th behhihgs, The moss movemehT Took To The ciTy sTreeTs defiothy
wiTh ANC and SACP flags and banners. The people proclaimed The ANC thOhhed. In
February 1990, The regime was forced To unbon The ANC th oTher orgonisoTions.
By unbohhihg The ANC, The regime ihdicoTed for The firsT Time, ThoT iT mighT be prepared
To Try end solve SouTh Africa’s problems peacefully, Through hegoTioTiOhs.
People gather To greeT The Pivonia Trio/I’sTs, released offer 26 years in prison, Cape To
wn 7990



ATTer iTs unbohhihg The ANC begOh To esToblish branch and regional sTrucTures of iTs
members. RegIODOI’ODd hOTTOhoI leadership was elecTed. AT iTs firsT hoTiOhol conference
made The counTry Since 1959, The ANC resToTed iTs aim To UhiTe SouTh Africa and bring
The counTry To free and democroTic eIecTions.
ACTivisTs chain Themselves To Rob-
ben Island boars To proTesT
ogainsT The confinued imprison-
menT of political prisoners, I990.
The regime refused To recognise
many ANC cadres as poliT/ca/
prisoners
Prisoners jusT released from Robben ls/ond arrive of The Cape Town
docks w/Th Their possessions in apple boxes, I990
The Khoye/iTsha branch is/ounched, I990



Nelson Monde/o addressing Thousands of ANC supporTers from The balcony of The Cape Town C
/Ty Hol/
on The day of his re/eose from prison, 7990
AT The 1991 NoTiohol Conference of The ANCT Nelson Mandela was eiecTed PresidehT.
Oliver Tombo, who served as PresidehT from 1969 To 1991 was eiecTed NoTiOhol Chairmen.
Tombo died in April 1993 ofTer serving The ANC his ehTire QduIT life.
This proud hisTory of sTruggie hos broughT us close To vicTory. The hegoTioTiOhs ihiTioTe
d by
The ANC will resulT in The holding of hisToric eiecTiOhs based on one person one voTe in
April 1994. For The firsT Time SouTh Africans of 18 years and over will be in o posiTion 
To voTe
for 0h orgoniseTion of Their own choice.
Oliver Tombo and Nelson Mandela greeT each oTher for The firsT Time ofTer Monde/o/s re/eo
se,
Sfockho/m, Sweden 1990



OW is The Time fo make your voice heard!
Vofe for a beffer fufure! Now is The Time To
make a decisive break from oporfheid. To
move from violence To a secure and safe Soufh
Africa. To move from unemployment inflafion
and poverfy To jobs and prosperifyl
Now is #79 Time To end racial inequa/ify and unife
blocks and whifes To work for one counfry.
Your vote will make a difference. Use if.
NELSON MANDELA,
ANC PresidenT
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