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RESPONSE TO PROFESSOR HERMAN GILIOMEE'S
ARTICLE 'THE PATTERN OF POLITICS' - ON MY
VIEWS ON BLACK LOCAL COUNCIL ELECTIONS

BY - Mangosuthu G. Buthelezi

President of Inkatha;
Chairman of The South African
Black Alliance

an
Chief Minister of KwaZulu

21 July 1983: ULUNDI

The issue of whethetr Inkatha should er should not partici-
pate in the elections of Black Local Councils in Soweto
under the new Act, has arisen not because I have changed
my views on participation per se, but because of a depart~
ment of Foreign Affairs hand-out, which was distributed
heavily to justify black exclusion from Mr P. W. Botha's
Constitutional proposals. It was distributed on behalf. of
the Department of Constitutional Development and Planning.
This information sheet put the question: "Why are Blacks
not included in the new dispensation?” And the answer is:
"Blacks already have their own governments and administra-
tions as, for example, in KwaZulu (where Zulu Ministers
attend to own affairs) or in Soweto where new Councils with
extended powers are to be established".

My first reacticn to this was a letter with my strong cbjec-
tions addressed tn the Minister of Cooperation and Develop-
ment, Dr. Koornhof. I received a wish-washy reply which
did not address the issue at all. I reminded Dr. Koornhof
that blacks of KwaZulu had never accepted the KwaZulu
Legislative Assembly as representing a final snlution for
South Africa's political problems. I reminded the Minister
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that Whites had Town Cﬁuncils. Provincial Councils and other
civic bodies, which are not a substitute for their represen-
tation in Parliament, 1 told the Minister that after reading
what the handout says about Community Ceouncils in Soweto it
would now be problematic for me to encourage my people to
support them. I reminded the Minister that he knew very

well that we want to participate in the final decision-making
bodies of our land., I added that the Buthelezi Commission
was the very measure of our rejection of the apartheid
ideology. T demanded a public withdrawal of what the infor-
mation sheet stated in Parliament by Dr, Koornhof or another
Minister. This has never been done.

I have raised the issue at various meetings including the
KwaZulu Legislative Assembly, the Lebowa Legislative Assembly,
the South African Black Alliance meetings and at a public
Rally in Soweto in May. Recently I raised the issue at our
policy-making body which is the Inkatha Annual General
Conference. I repeated what I had said so many times that

if what the information sheet stated was the view of the
government, then I saw no reason why Inkatha should parti-
cipate or encourage participation in the Sowetc Council
elections. Because there was not encugh time for Conference
to debate the issue I suggested that it be referred to the
Central Committee for debate and final decision on the issue.
While it is my duty to guide the Movement which I lead, as
leader, I always leave final decisions to the people them-
selves., I do so as a democrat.

In the circumstances therefore it is quite wrong for Pro-
fessor Hermann Giliomee to pontificate on the issue on be-
half of myself and Inkatha, without bothering to ascertain
what is the correct position on the issue. I thought that
relations between me and Preofessor Giliomee were normal.
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He helped us in the Buthelezi Commission and I have high

regard for him.
|
|

To speak for me as the Professor does in the article as if
when I objected to our exclusion in the Comstitutional
Proposals I did so on behalf of what whites call
'urban blacks,' is a distortion of my views. I have never
regarded rural and urban Africans as having Separate des-
tinies., My reason for this is that no other race group in
South Africa, nor any Nation in the world is divided into
serarate entities along those lines of being Rural or Urban.
Why must this apply only to Africans? Professor Giliomee
has therefore no right tc mislead the public by suggesting
that I was arguing against the exclusion of only the so-
called 'urban Africans' from the Constitutional dispensa-
tion. I am opposed to the exclusion of a1l Africans regard-
less of whether they are Urban or Rural.

I also express my dismay that Professor Giliomee has con-
cluded that we ever at any time accepted responsibilities

in Regional Legislatures such as the KwaZulu Legislative
Assembly as making up for black denial of full political
rights, including participation in the final decision-
making body which is Parliament, I am in fact embarrassed
that a Professor of History should in this day and age
write about what he describes as my "willingness to accept"

a KwaZulu Homeland, when he should know hetter. Surely
Professor Giliomee knows very well that the Zulu people

faced Afrikaners in the Battle of Blood River in 1838 in

an armed resistance to the rape of KwaZulu. The Professor
also knows that the Zulu people alsc faced the might of the
British army in 1879 for the same reason. Professor Giliomee
should know as a historisn whe follows current events that

my leadership in Kwalulu was not created hy what he

describes as "accepting the KwaZulu Homeland." How does
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one "accept” a place which is part of an area in which all
his ancestors are buried, and where his family has lived for
hundreds of years? Zulus after all governed thomselves under
a Monarchical system long before Pieter Retief approached
King Dingane at MGUNGUNDLOVU with requests for land because
the whole country was theirs.

It is common cause that the structure of a 'Kwalulu Homeland'
in the form of a Legislative Assembly was imposed on the
existing framework of Zulu traditional administration, in
which I had a traditional role at local level, and at the
Zulu 'National' level. I was begged literally by the Zulu
people at the time not to abandon them when that framework
was imposed by force. T cannot therefore understand why
Professor Giliomee tries to compare the incomparable. How
can be compare by implication my traditional leadership role
within a Zulu Natiomal groun which has existed for hundreds
of years with participation by my people in the Black Local
Councils that are being created now by the sovermment. I
say this notwithstanding the fact that I have never found it
anathema for black patriots to participate in government-
created structures such as Community Councils, if they have
been created for blacks. It is for this reason that T would
prefer true patriots to participate in them rather than
people who de not have the interests of peonle at heart.

In this view I totally agree with Dr. Nelson Mandela's views
in 'NO EASY WALK TO FREEDOM' which I would quote if newspapers
were prepared 1%}3‘ 2,to break the law, by quoting it as I
have deone so p?EEEiE—ElI at rallies in Scweto, in support of
my argument on the issue of participaticn in government-.
created bodies. I have not changed my views, But when the
government excludes Africans from the new nolitical dispen-
sation, and then expect me to still support participation in
the new Black Local Councils, even after the government has
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stated in black and white that these local Councils are now
not just local-civic bodies, but .a substitute for African
exclusion in Parliament under the new political dispensation,
I am'stymied as to what Professor Giliomee .expects me to do.
. To me this is not a question of querying participation as
such, but after the publication Jof the information sheet
we face the new interpretation of participation in black
iocal Councils by the government itself within the context
of the new political dispensation. Participation by other
race groups in Provincial, Munic:pal and Village Management
boards has not been given as a %art for excluding them in
Parliament under the new constitutional ‘dispensation. Why
does the Professor try to confuse such a clear-cut issue
with all the red-herrings he drags into his article?

The Federation speech which I delivered in Cape Town in
1974 to which Professor Giliomee refers, was also made in
the context of the understanding that this country must
have one legislature for all people, for the very reason
that I have never accepted the notion of independent Home-
lands a'la Pretoria, as the final solution for South
Africa's political problems. I therefore do not understand
why my Hoernle Memorial Lecture on Federation was dropped
into Professor Giliomee's article on my pronouncements

on participation in Black Local Councils. As-I stated in
my letter to Dr. Koornhef, the Buthelezi Commission itself
in which Professor Giliomee participated, is the very
measure of my and the Zulu people's rejection of apartheid
and its consumntion through independence and Mr P.W. Botha's
Confederaticn of States. 1 was not prompted by any fear of
losing credibility as Professor Giliomee suggests in his
article, in taking the stand which I took at the Inkatha
Annual Conference, I am a pragmatic pelitician, and I am
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not always prompted by ideoclogical comsiderations in teking
my political stands. I am always prompted by what I consider
to be in the interests of all South Africans in the final
analysis, I am the servant of the psople and interpret their
wishes and aspiratiens.

Inkatha has a presence in Scweto and other Reef townships
through its branches. It does not need to establish a
presence on the Witwatersrand through what Professor . .
Giliomee describes as "Control over townships on the Wit-
watersrand”, It is much more impurtant to have the people's
support, than the contrel of Councils which do not enjoy the
confidence of the people.

Even if one assumed through Afrikaner mentality that my base
was Zulu only, as Professor Giliomee alsn implies, which it

is not, it is still a fact that Iulus live all over South
Africa and not merely in the rTural areas. The major townships
of Durban for example are in Kwalulu, and they all have
branches of Inkatha.

1 am also unaware as Professor Giliomee states that the South
African Black Alliance is "in trouble", whatever that is
supposed to convey. We still have a Coloured representation
in the South African Black Alliance even after the defection
of the Labour Party, hecause not 2ll Coloureds agree with

the decision ¢f the Labour Party on participation in the
Tri-cameral Parliament without African participation.

I take very strong emception to Professor Giliomee's state-

ment in the article that I have ever at any time tried to
nromote Inkatha as an internal wing of ANC. I challenge

professor Giliomee / ...7
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Professor Giliomee to stcte when T ever stated that I was
attempting to do this either to him or anyone else. I have
always stated, and did so even tc the then Minister of
Justice and Police Mr Jimmy Kruger in 19277 that Inkatha is
rooted in'  the ideals of the African National Congress as
propounded by the founding fathers in 1912, We follow the
strategy of non-viclence which the Africar Natiomal Conpress
pursued when it was functioning right to the time it was
banned.

When I went to London with my colleagues in 1979 to meet

Mr Oliver Tamho and his colleagues we had been requested by
him to 4o so. We were not doinp sc to curry favour with the
External Missionm of ANC which he Mr Tambo is Head of,

After all the External Mission of ANC was estahlished by

our ‘then President-General Chief A. J. Lutuli, to do inter-
naticnal diplomatic work for black people of South Africa,
when many of us were members of the African National Congress.
The decision to go into the armed struggle was taken inde-
pendently by the External Mission of ANC. In spite of this,
I have always stated that Inkatha has the same ppals as the
External Mission of ANC, te bring about a non-racial
democratic government in South Africa. We differ only on
strategy. We went to London on that understandine, It is
indeed quite incongruous to state that I wanted Inkatha to
be the internal wing of the external Mission of ANC, which
is committed to the armed struggle, when Inkatha espouses
non-violence,

People join Inkatha voluntarily. We present a rhilosaphy
and a strategy and people support us on the basis of these.
We never use strong-arm methods such as burning of people's
houses and maiming or killing them to intimidate them into
supporting or joining us.

I have never / ... 8



I have never understood why the external Mission of ANC .
turned their wrath on me and Inkatha from 1978. But I think
the reason was that Inkatha would not agree to be a surragate
of any other organisation, and also on account of the poli-
tical pne-upmanship pame which is common throughout Southern
Africa. I have never attacked the external Mission except
to defend myself, and in crder to put the record straight

to counter their international campaign of villifica ion
directed ot me and Inkatha rather than at Mr P.W. Botha and
the National Party government. Our target in Inkatha is the
Racist Minority Repime and net other black orpanisations.

It is often forgotten that the OAU, the Frontline Presidents
and other Heads of State including the President of Nigeria,
have tried to influédnce the external Mission of ANC and the
PAC tc merge or at least to work together without any
success, after 24 years.

1 am disappointed to see an Academic I respect as 1 respect
Professor Giliomee quoting Professor Roger Southall to sup-
port his own arguments. It is commen knowledge that ever
since he left the National University of Lesatho, FProfessor
Roger Scuthall aligned himself with the external Mission of
ANC, and has since been their spokesman at every Conference
of Black Studies, He is a well-known arch-enemy of Inkatha
who never loses one opportunity to demigrate me and Tnkatla.
His alignment to the external Mission of ANC is ideclogical
and has nothing to do with any academic impartiality that
pecple often erronecusly assume to be an attribute of all
Academics.

As for what Professor Giliomee call my "troubles", I would

be plad to know what form these troubles have taken. The
Conference of Inkatha we have just had, has been the best
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ever with thousands of delepates and ohservers from as far
afield as Cape Town and Johannesburg. I have also just re-
turned frem a very successful European tour. The statement
by MR HANS VAN DEN BROEK the Dutch Foreign Minister at the
HAGUE, after my visit to Holland, says volumes in 'this respect.
The Foreipn Minister stated in the Dutch Parliament that from
now onwards they will not make any distinction between the
external Missicn of ANC and Inkatha, as far as siving us
support is concerned. To me these are unprecedented break
throughs for Inkatha.

I would be interested to know why Professor Giliomee thiuks
that I have missed an opportunity to get a base on the
Witwatersrand, There is no other leader other than myself
who addresses tens of thousands of black people in Soweto
each and every year for the last 10 years. How is this pos-
sitle if I have no base on the Witwatersrand?

It is the South African government which has put me in an
impossible position through their information sheet. 1
pave the Minister of Cooperation and Development an OppoT-
tunity to work ocut a government repudiation of what the
hand-out states. This has not been done. I would like to
ask why are we Blacks always expected to bend backwards to
meet the povernment half-way and not vice-versa? In this
case we do not even have space for bending backwards. We
have the Buthelezi Commission findings which so far have
not been touched even with a badge pole. It is time
White South Africa realised that even we Blacks have only
two cheeks not more. We have turned the cother cheek in
compliance with the Christian ethic and we have none left
to turn to White South Aftica for another slap.

There is / ... 10
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There is no doubt as far as the question which Professor
Giliomee poses that the Tricameral Parliamentary system is
a step in the wrong direction. There is also no doubt that
black people must assume responsibility for their own
administration at local level. But if this is put out as a
substitute for representation in Parliament, then even
Black Local Councils in those circumstances are a step in
the wrong direction.

1f Professcr Giliomee thinks that I am going into the
wilderness by taking this stand as he implies, then I

can only say that other men in South Africa such as

General Hertzog for example took a step into the wilderness,
when a principle and their people's future was at stake.
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The issue of whether Inkatha should or should not partici-
pate in the elections of Black Local Councils in Soweto
under the new Act, has arisen not because 1 have changed
my views on participation per se, but because of a depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs hand-out, which was distributed
heavily to justify black exclusion from Mr P. W. Botha's
Constitutional proposals. It was distributed on behalf of
the Department of Constitutional Development and Planning.
This information sheet put the question: "Why are Blacks
not included in the new dispensation?" And the answer is:
“Blacks already have their own governments and administra-
tions as, for example, in KwaZulu (where Zulu Ministers
attend to own affairs) or in Soweto where new Councils with
extended powers are to be established”.

My first reaction to this was a letter with my strong chbjec~
tions addressed to the Minister of Cooperation and Develop-
ment, Dr. Koornhof. I received a wish-washy reply which

did not address the issue at all. I reminded Dr. Koornhof
that blacks of KwaZulu had never accepted the KwaZulu
Legislative Assembly as representing s final solution for
South Africa's political problems. I reminded the Minister
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that Whites had Town Councils, Provincial Councils and other
civic bodies, which are not a substitute for their represen-
tation in Parliament, I told the Minister that after reading
what the handout says about Community Councils in Soweto it
would now be problematic for me to encourage my people to
support them., I reminded the Minister that he knew very
well that we want to participate in the final decision-making
bodies of our land. I added that the Buthelezi Commission
was the very measure of our rejection of the apartheid
ideology. I demanded a public withdrawal of what the infor-
mation sheet stated in Parliament by Dr. Koornhof or another
Minister. This has never been done.

1 have raised the issue at various meetings including the
KwaZulu Legislative Assembly, the Lebewa Legislative Assembly,
the South African Elack Alliance meetings and at a public
Rally in Soweto in May, Recontly I raised the issue at our
policy-making body which is the Inkatha Annual General
Conference. I repeated what I had said so many times that
if whet the information sheet stated was the view of the
government, then I saw no reason why Inkatha should parti-
cipate or encourage participation in the Sowetc Council
elections, Because there was not enough time for Conference
to debate the isswe I suggested that it be referred to the
Central Committee for debate and final decision on the issue.
While it is my duty to guide the Movement which I lead, as
leader, I always leave final decisions to the people them-
selves. I do so as a democrat.

in the circumstances therefore it is quite wrong for Pro-

fessor Hermann Giliomee to pontificate on the issue on be-
half of myself and Inkatha, without bothering to ascertain
what is the correct position on the issue. I thought that
relations between me and Professor Giliomee were normal.

He helped / .. 3
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He helped us in the Buthelezi Commissicon and I have high
regard for him,

To speak for me as the Professcr doss in the article as if
when I objected to our exclusion in the Constitutional
Proposals I did so on behalf of what whites call
'urban blacks,' is a distortion of my views. I have never
regarded rural and urban Africans as having separate des-
tinies. My reason for this is that no other race group in
South Africa, mor any Nation in the world is divided into
separate entities along those lines of being Rural or Urban.
Why must this apply only to Africans? Professor Giliomee
has therefore no right to mislead the public by suggesting
that I was arguing against the exclusion of only the so-
called 'urben Africans' from the Constitutional disnensa-
tion. 1 am opposed to the exclusion of all Africans regard-
less of whether they are Urban or Rural.

1 also express my dismay that Professor Giliomee has con-
cluded that we ever at any time accepted responsibilities
in Regional Legislatures such as the Kwalulu Legislative
Assembly as making up for hlack denial of full political
rights, including participation in the final decision-
making body which is Parliament. I am in fact embarrassed
that a Professor of History should in this day and age
write about what he describes as my "willingness to anccept!
a KwaZulu Homeland, when he shculd know hetter. Surely
Professor Giliomee knows very well that the Zulu people
faced Afrikaners in the Battle of Blood River in 1838 in

an armed resistance to the rape of Kwalulu. The Professor
also knows that the Zulu people also faced the might of the
British army in 1879 for the same reason. Professor Giliomee
should know as a historian who follows current events that
my leadership in KwaZulu was nnt created by what he
describes as “accepting the KwaZulu Homeland." How does
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one "accept" a place which is part of an area in which all
his ancestors zre buried, and where his family has lived for
hundreds of years? Zulus after all governed themselves under
a Monarchical system long before Pieter Retief approached
King Dingane at MGUNGUNDLOVU with requests for land because
the whole country was theirs.

It is common cause that the structure of a 'Kwalulu Homeland'
in the form of 2 Legislative Assembly was imposed on the
existing framework of Zulu traditional administration, in
which I had a traditional role at local level, and at the
Zulu 'Naticnal' level. I was begged literally by the Zulu
people at the time not to abandon them when that framework
was imposed by force., I cannot therefore understand why
Professor Giliomee tries to compare the incomparable. How
can be compare by implication my traditional leadership role
within a Zulu National groun which has existed for hundreds
of years with participation by my people in the Black Local
Councils that are being created now by the government. I
say this notwithstanding the fact that I have never found it
anathema for black patrints to participate in government-
created structures such as Community Councils, if they have
been created for blacks. It is for this reason that I would
prefer true patriots to participate in them rather than
people who do not have the interests of pecnle at heart.

In this view 1 totally agree with Dr. Nelson Mandela's views
in 'ND EASY WALK TO FREEDOM' which T would quote if newspapers
were praparedﬁiékgxyc,to break the law, by queoting it as I
have done so i at rallies in Scweto, in support of
my argument on the issue of participaticn in government-.
created bodies. I have not changed my views. But when the
government excludes Africans from the new political dispen-
sation, and then expect me to still support participation in
the new Black Local Councils, even after the government has
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stated in black and white that these local Councils are now
not just local civic bodies, but a substitute for African
exclusion in Parliament under the new political dispensation,
I am stymied as to what Professor Giliomee expects me to do.
Te me this is not a question of querying participation as
such, but after the publication Jof the information sheet
we face the new interpretation of participation in black
local Councils by the government itself within the context
of the new political dispensation. Participation by other
race groups in Provincial, Murﬁfﬂi%and Village Management
boards has not been given as a part for excluding them in
Parliament under the new constitutional dispensation. Why
does the Professor try to confuse such a clear-cut issue
with all the red-herrings he drags into his article?

The Federation specch which T delivered in Cape Town in
1974 to which Professor Giliomee refers, was also made in
the context of the understanding that this country must
have one legislature for all people, for the very reason
that 1 have never accepted the notion of independent Home-
lands a'la Pretoria, as the final solution for South
Africa's political problems. I therefore do not understand
why my Hoernle Memorial Lecture on Federation was dropped
into Professor Giliomee's article on my pronouncements

on participation in Black Local Councils. As I stated in
my letter to Dr. Koornmhof, the Buthelezi Commission itself
in which Professor Giliomee participated, is the very
measure of my and the Zulu people's rejection of apartheid
and its consumaticn throvgh independence and Mr P.W. Botha's
Confederaticn of States. I was not prompted by any fear of
losing eredibility as Professor Giliomee suggests in his
article, in taking the stand which I took at the Inkatha
Annual Conference. I am a pragmatic pelitician, and I am
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not always prompted by ideclogical considerations in taking
my political stands. I am always prempted by what I consider
to be in the interests of all South Africans in the final
analysis. I am the servant of the people and interpret their
wishes and aspirations.

Inkatha has a presence in Soweto and other Reef townships
through its branches. It does not need to establish a
presence on the Witwatersrand through what Professor =
Giliomee describes as "Control over townships on the Wit-
watersrand™, It is much more important to have the people's
support, than the contrel of Councils which do not enjoy the
confidence of the people.

Even if one assumed through Afrikaner mentality that my base
was Zulu only, as Professor Giliomee also implies, which it

is not, it is still a fact that Zulus live all over South
Africa and not merely in the rural areas. The major townships
of Durban for example are in KwaZulu, and they all have
tranches of Inkatha.

1 am alsoc unaware as Professor Giliomee states that the South
African Black Alliance is "in trouble", whatever that is
supposed to convey. We still have a Coloured representation
in the South African Black Alllance even after the defection
of the Labour Party, because not all Coloureds agree with

the decision cf the Labour Party on participaticn in the
Tri-cameral Parliament without African participation.

I take very stromy emception to Professor Giliomee's state-
ment in the article that I have ever at any time tried to
promote Inkatha as an internal wing of ANC. I challenge

Professor Giliomee / ...7




L

Professor Giliomee to state when I ever stated that I was
attempting to do this either to him or anyone else. I have
always stated, and did so even tc the then Minister of
Justice and Police Mr Jimmy Kruger in 1977 that Inkatha is
rooted in'  the ideals of the African Natinnal Congress as
propounded by the founding fathers in 1912, We follow the
strategy of non-violence which the African Naticnal Congress
pursued when it was functioning right to the time it was
banned.

When I went to Londen with my crlleagues in 1979 to meet

Mr Oliver Tambo and his colleasues we had been raquested &y
him to 4o so. We were not doing so to curry favour with the
External Mission of ANC which he Mr Tambo is Head of.

After all the External Mission of ANC was established by

cur then President-General Chief A. J. Lutuli, to 4o inter-
naticnal diplomatic work for black peaple of South Africa,
when many of us were members cf the African National Congress.
The decision to go into the armed struggle was taken inde-
pendently by the External Mission of ANC. In spite of this,

I have always stated that Inkatha has the same ppals as the
External Mission of ANC, to hrine ghout a nen-racial
democratic povernment in South Africa. We differ only on
étfategy. We went to London on that understandine., It is
indeed quite inconaruous to state that I wanted Inkatha to

be the internal wing of the external Mission of ANC, which

is committed to the armed strugple, when Inkatha esnouses
non-vinlence,

People join Inkatha voluntarily. We present a vhilesaphy
and a strategy and pecple support us on the basis of these.
We never use strong-arm methods such as burning of people's
houses and maiming or killing them to intimidate them into
suppor;inr or joining us.

I have never / ... B



I have never understood why the external Mission of ANC
turned their wrath on me and Inkatha from 1979, But I think
the reason was that Inkatha would not agree to be a surrogate
of any other organisation, and also on account of the poli-
tical one-upmanship pame which is common throughout Southern
Africa. I have never attacked the external Mission except
to defend myself, and in crder to put the record straight

to counter their international campaipgn of villifica ion
ditected ot me mnd Inkatha rather than at Mr P.W. Botha and
the National Party gevernment. Our target in Inkatha is the
Racist Minority Repime and not other Llack organisations.

It is often forgotten that the OAU, the Frontline Presidents
and other Heads of %tate including the President of Nigeria,
have tried to influence the external Mission of ANC and the
PAC tc merge or at least to work together without any
success, after 24 years,

1 am disappointed to see an Academic I respect as I respect
Professor Giliomee quoting Professor Roger Southall to sup-
port his own arguments. It is common knowledge that ever
since he left the National University of Lesotho, Professor
Roper Scuthall aligned himself with the external Mission of
ANC, and has since been their spokesman at every Conference
of Black Studies, He is a well-known arch-enemy of Inkatha
who mever loses one opportunity to denigrate me and Inkatla.
His alignment to the external Mission of ANC is ideological
and has nothing to do with any academic impartiality that
people often erronecusly assume to be an attribute of all
Academics.

As €or what Professor Giliomee call my "troubles", I would
be glad to know what form these troubles have taken. The.
Conference of Inkatha we have just had, has been the best

ever with / ... 2
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ever with thousands of delepates and ohservers from as far
afield as Cape Town and Johannesburg. I have also just re-
turned from a very successful European tour. The statement
by MR HANS VAN DEN BROEK the Dutch Foreigh Minister at. the
HAGUE, after my visit to Holland, says volumes in this respect,
The Foreign Minister stated in the Dutch Parliament that from
now onwards they will mot make any distinction between the
external Mission of ANC and Inkatha, as far as giving us
support is concerned. To me these are unprecedented break
throughs for Inkatha.

I would be interested to know why Professor Giliomee thinks
that I have missed an opportunity to get a hase on the
Witwatersrand, There is no other leader other than myself
who addresses tens of thousands of black people in Soweto
each and every year for the last 10 years, How is this pos-
sitle if I have no base on the Witwatersrand?

It is the Scuth African povernment which has put me in an
impossible position through their information sheet, I
gave the Minister of Cooperation and Development an oppoT-
tunity to work out a government repudiatien of what the
hand-out states. This has not been dene. I would like to
ask why are we Blacks always expected to bend backwards to
meet the povernment half-way and not vice-versa? In this
case we do not even have space for bending backwards. We
have the Buthelezi Commission findings which so far have
not been touched even with a badge pole. It is time
White South Africa realised that even we Blacks have only
two cheeks not more. We have turned the other cheek in
compliance with the Christian ethic and we have none left
to turn to White Scuth Afiice for another slap.

There 18 / ... 10
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There is no doubt as far as the question which Professor
Giliomee poses that the Tricameral Parliamentary system is
a step in the wrong direction. There is also no doubt that
black people must assume responsibility for their own
administration at local level. But if this is put out as a
substitute for representation in Parliament, then even
Black Local Councils in those circumstances are a step in
the wrong direction.

1f Professer Giliomee thinks that I am going into the
wilderness by taking this stand as he implies, then I

can only say that other men in South Africa such as

General Hertzog for example tock a step into the wilderness,
when a principle and their people's future was at stake.
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