Qur Ref.:

Your Ref.:

EUXEEHJ J DEmRHENT

P. O BOX 31791 LUSAKA ZAMBI A TELEPHONE: 21116% 211952 TELEX: 45390
Tho Diroctor g

Mazi nbu,

31 August 1985

Dear Conrade Mohamed,

Cor resgondence Cour ses

| thank you for your latter of the 9 August 1983 in

connection with the above.

| amalso of the iiew that Distance Learning should be
initiated as a | aunching pad for our post-Matric or "A Level s"
sector and that we could work it into our Adult Education

Pr ogr amme.

As you are aware, one of the dijficulties that has been

pointed out in regard to the Adult Education pro;ramo_is

that there is insufficient tine available (2 hours a day)

for those who with to follow a school programe |eading to

hi gher education. It seenms to no thut an adult Education
programre whi ch i ncorporates a correspondence conmponent could
conpl cront such a shortcom ng with the added advant age t hat

it woul d enabl e students participating to procoed nore or |ess
at a pace which they would thonsel ves set, and which would in
any case be in accordance with the requirements of the exam na-
tion which they would have to sit for.

| agree also that our project with the Cormonweal th Secre-
tariat for a Distance Learning progranme should he so designed
as to provide for the adult Educati on aspect of our work and
think that a Distance Learning Unit based in East Africa would
assist us to ovolve a realistic programo.

| say East Africa deliberately because our negotiations

with the Conmonweal th Bacretariat so far have been based on the
assunption that’'they woul d seek the assistance of the Tanzani an
CGovernment in tunding a base in Dar es Sal aam since we could
not have access to the unit in Lusaka which serves SWAPO t hr ough
the Eami bia Institute. | do not know what the reaction of the
facilitios could be granted at Mzi nmbu as you woul d appoar to
suggest. O f-hand, | would say that the reaction woul d not be
favourabl e.
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/ You will recall that | have asked on to tot ne have a
jftsunmary of the discussion you bid with r Dorner of the
Conmonweal th Secretariat | ast Septenber so that | could
amplify our views on the Di stance Learning progranme and 5
reply to some of the queries that they have since raised.

Pl ease do give this matter your attention.

I mght nention also that early this year | met Dr Sol onon

I nquai of the International Extension College who ara our consul -
tants in the Distance Learning project that had been originally
conceived. | did try to assist in making arrangenents for him
to visit Mazinbu hoping that he woul d nmeet tyou and probably
gi ve expert advice on the possibilities of a distance |earning
programre whi ch woul d al so i ncorporate adult Education
Unfortunately our attenpts were not successful and Dr |nqua
had to return to Britain wi thout passing through East Africa.

, | amsure we should not experience nuch difficulty in

i undi ng financial support for correspondence courses. VW&t |
would like to be assured of is that we find persons who are
sufficiently determ ned and serious to make a success of it.
We nust expect that some of the enthusiasmwhich currently
exists for adult aducation and di stance Educati on nmay not be
able to stand the test of pnactice. But that is no argunent
for not initiating these programes, we only havc to be circum
spect in the selection of candidatts so that we nake a strong
begi nni ng.
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Scretse Choabi, London

Principal, Somafco

Proj ect Managw, WMaxi nbu

Proj ect Coordinator, deawa.

United Action!



