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AN OPENI NG ADDRESS TO THE PPNAHU NATI ONAL CONGRESS:

3 - 16TH, JUNE 1991

BY GOVAN MBEKI

COHRADE CHAI R, CONRADES AND FRI ENDS.

H STORIANS IN THI' S COUNTRY TEND TO SHORTEN THE STRUGGLE

OF THE WORKI NG CLASS | N QUR COUNTRY TO THE PERI OD AFTER
THE W EHAN COWM SSION | N 1979 RECOMMENDED THE RECOGNI Tl ON
OF TRADE UNI ONS ESPECI ALLY AMONGST AFRICANS. | T 18 OF
COURSE UNDERSTANDABLE WHY THEY DO SO BECAUSE THE REFUSAL
BY THE GOVERNMENT OF THI'S COUNTRY TO RECOGNI SE AFRI CAN
TRADE UNI ONS WHEN THE | NDUSTRI AL CONCI LI ATI ON ACT WAS
PASSED I N 1924 |'S SOVETH NG BOTH THE NATI ONAL BOURGEQ SI E
AND THE GOVERNMENT WOULD LI KE TO HAVE BURI ED AND FORGOTTEN.
THE EXCLUSI ON OF THE AFRI CAN WORKERS FROM THE PROVI SI ON

OF THE | NDUSTRI AL CONCI LI ATI ON ACT BY DEFI NI NG AN EMPLOYEE
AS A PERSON WHO DI D NOT CARRY A PASS CONDEMNED M LLI ONS

OF AFRI CAN WORKERS TO A STATE IN VWHI CH THEY COULD NOT DEFEND
THEMSELVES AS AN ORGANI SED FORCE AGAI NST SOVE OF THE WORST
FORMS OF EXPLO TATION IN THI'S COUNTRY. | T ALSO CREATED

Dl VI SI ONS AMONG THE WORKI NG CLASS ALONG RACI AL AND ETHNI C
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LI NES, ESPECI ALLY AFTER THE PASSI NG OF THE NATI VE LABOUR
SETTLEMENTS OF DI SPUTES ACTS OF 1953 WHI CH PROVI DED FOR
THE SETTI NG UP OF WORKS COWM TTEES.

VWHEN HOWEVER AFRI CAN TRADE UNI ONS HERE RECOGNI SED AS FROM
.1979 I T HAS AS A RESULT OF THE DETERM NED STRUGGLE BY THE
WORKERS THEMSELVES TO FI GHT FOR THE | MPROVEMENT OF THEI R
WORKI NG CONDI TI ONS AND FOR THE HI GHER WAGES TO RAI SE THEI R
STANDARD OF LIVING IN SPITE OF THEI R EXCLUSI ON FROM THE
PROVI SI ONS OF | NDUSTRI AL LEG SLATI ON REGULATI NG LABOUR
RELATI ONS THE WORKERS COVBI NED AS A FORCE TO STAKE THEIR
CLAI M5 AND FORCED THE HAND OF THE GOVERNVMVENT AND THE
EMPLOYERS TO RECOGNI SE THEI R TRADE UNI ONS.

THE STRUGAELE FOR THE RECOGNI TI ON OF AFRI CAN TRADE UNI ONS
TOOK PLACE WTHI N THE CONTEXT OF THE BROADER STRUGGLE FOR
NATI ONAL LI BERATION. I T IS | MPORTANT FOR THE WORKI NG CLASS
ALVWAYS TO BEAR IN M ND THAT THEY WERE DENI ED THE RI GHT

TO BE ORGANI SED | NTO TRADE UNI ONS AS RESULT OF THE OVERALL
STRATEGY OF THE GOVERNMENTS OF THI S COUNTRY TO OPPRESS
AND EXPLO T | TS PEOPLES. VWHAT | AM TRYI NG TO EMPHASI SE

IS THAT W THCOUT ATTAI NI NG LI BERATI ON FOR ALL THE PEOPLES
OF THI'S COUNTRY THE STRUGGLE OF THE WORKI NG CLASS W LL

NOT MAKE PROGRESS. AT THI S STAGE OF THE STRUGGELE FOR

NATI ONAL LI BERATI ON THE STRUGGLE OF THE WORKI NG CLASS TO
ELI M NATE EXPLO TATION IS | NSEPARABLE FROM THE STRUGGLE

TO REMOVE OPPRESSI ON.
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PPHANU |'S A VERY | MPORTANT AND SI GNI FI CANT LI NK I N THE
STRUGGLE BECAUSE I'T OCCUPI ES A KEY POSI TION I N THE WHOLE
SYSTEM OF COVMUNI CATION I N THI'S COUNTRY. I T IS HOAEVER
ABSCLUTELY | MPORTANT THAT HHI LE WE, | N PPWAHU ARE STRUGGLI NG
TO UNI TE THE WORKERS IN THI' S | NDUSTRY WTH A VI EW TO RAI SI NG
THEI R STANDARDS CF LI VI NG AND PROTECTI NG THEM AGAI NST

EXPLO TATI ON, HE KEEP BEFORE OUR EYES THE NEED TO UNI TE
THE ENTI RE WORKI NG CLASS WTHI N THE COUNTRY. IT IS FOR

TH S REASON THAT COSATU HAS FORMED.

LET US THEN EXAM NE THE ROLE WHI CH COSATU, THE BI GGEST
FEDERATI ON OF TRADE UNIONS, IS CAST TO PLAY IN THE STRUGGLE
THAT IS BEI NG HAGED | N SCUTH AFRI CA TODAY. FOR A LHNG

TI ME BOTH THE GOVERNMENT AND THE EMPLOYI NG CLASS SUCCEEDED
TO CREATE DI VI SI ONS AMONG THE WORKI NG CLASS SO THAT THEY
COULD MORE EFFECTI VELY MAKE THE WORKI NG CLASS FORGET THE
FACT THAT THEY WERE THE MAI N CREATORS OF HEALTH IN THI' S
COUNTRY. THEY TREATED VWH TE WORKERS DI FFERENTLY FROM THE
REST OF THE WORKERS | N THE COUNTRY ON GROUNDS OF CCOLOUR.

N TURN DURI NG THE PERI OD OF CAPI TAL ACCUMJLATI ON BY

AFRI KANERS THEY SET UP AFRI KANER TRADE UNI ONS WWHI CH THEN
HERE MARRI ED TO THE POLI TI CS OF AFRI KANER NATI ONALI SM I'N
ORDER TO APPEAL TO THEM TO SUPPORT ONLY AFRI KANER BUSI NESS
CONCERNS. VWHEN THE GOVERNMENT AMENDED THE | NDUSTRI AL

CONCI LI ATI ON ACT I N 1953 TO PROVI DE FOR SEPARATE UNI ONS
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FOR THE COLOURED AND | NDI AN WORKERS WHI LE THEY PLACE THEM
UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE WHI TE WORKERS I N M XED TRADE UNI ONS
THEY SUCCEEDED | N FURTHER FRAGVENTATI ON OF THE WORKI NG
CLASS, SO THAT A TRADE UNI ON REPRESENTI NG AN ETHNI C GROUP
TENDED TO CARE ONLY FOR AND SEEK TO PROMOTE THE | NTEREST
OF THE PARTI CULAR GROUP.

ONE OF THE MOST | MPORTANT RULES OF COSATU IS TO ARCUSE
THE WORKERS I N THI S COUNTRY TO THE REALI SATI ON OF THE FACT
THAT THEY BELONG TOGETHER | RRESPECTI VE OF THEI R ETHNI C

ORIG NS. THEY HAVE A COVMON GOAL VWHICH IS TO PROTECT
WORKERS AGAI NST EXPLO TATION. | T MAYBE THAT AT SOVE OTHER
TI VE WE SHOULD CONSI DER SERI QUSLY HOW FAR A TRADE UNI ON
GCES TOMRDS THE ELI M NATI ON OF EXPLO TATION. | N OTHER
WORDS SHOULD TRADE UNI ONS Al M AT ONLY FI GHTI NG FOR A TARGET
PORTI ON OF THE SURPLUS VALUE THEY HAVE CREATED, OR THEY
SHOULD WORK TOMRDS THE COVPLETE ELI M NATI ON OF EXPLO TATI ON
VWH CH WOULD MEAN THAT THEY SHOULD TAKE OVER THE CONTROL
AND OANERSHI P OF THE MEANS OF PRODUCTION? THIS IS A

QUESTI ON WHI CH AT SOVE Tl ME THE WORKERS | N THEI R | NDI VI DUAL
TRADE UNI ONS AND AT THE LEVEL OF COSATU W LL HAVE TO DI SCUSS
SERI OQUSLY TO MAKE SURE THAT WHEN WORKERS TALK OF HANTI NG

TO ADOPT SOCI ALI SM THEY ARE CLEAR ABCQUT THE STEPS TO BE
TAKEN TO ACH EVE THAT GOAL.

BUT AS AT PRESENT COSATU |'S ENGAGED ALONG W TH OTHER
PROGRESSI VE FORCES | N THE COUNTRY I N THE STRUGGLE TO TAKE
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ARE SUBJECTED TO THE SAME DI SADVANTACGES THAT THE COMMUNI TI ES
FROM WHI CH THEY COVE ARE EXPOSED. M LLIONS OF OQUR PEGCPLE
LI VE I N APPALLI NG CONDI TI ONS I N SHACKS; THE OLD MATCHBOX
HOUSES ARE UNSI GHTLY AND I N A STATE OF DI SREPAIR. THE
STREETS I N THE TOMSH PS ARE UNCARED FOR AND ALL FULL OF
POTHOLES AND EVEN DONGAS, WH LE THE ONLY TARRED ROADS ARE
THOSE THAT FACI LI TATE THE MOVEMENT OF THE POLI CE AND THE
ARMY | N CARRYI NG OQUT THE ENFORCEMENT OF OPPRESSI VE LAWS;
THE STREETS AND HOUSES, TO SAY NOTHI NG OF THE SHANTY TOWNS
ARE NOT PROVIDED W TH ELECTRICI TY WHI LE THERE' S VI RTUALLY
NO DRAI NAGE SYSTEM TO ENSURE THAT DI RTY HATER DOES NOT
ACCUMULATE ON THE STREET. THESE CONDI TI ONS AFFECT ALL

THE PEOPLE WHO LIVE I N THE TOMNSHI PS, AND | F THE CAMPAI GN
TO | MPROVE SUCH CONDI TIONS IS TO BE CONDUCTED, THE TOANSHI P
DHELLERS, WHETHER THEY ARE WORKERS, PROFESS|I ONAL PECPLE,
BUSI NESS PECPLE W LL HAVE TO BE | NVOLVED. THE WORKERS

COME QUT OF THE FACTORY TO LI VE I N THESE CONDI TI ONS. HE
OR SHE THEREFORE CANNOT CLAI M THAT THE CONDI TI ONS WHI CH
AFFECT THE ENTI RE COMMUNI TY DO NOT AFFECT H M HER UNLESS
HE/ SHE |'S PREPAREDY W LLI NG TO LI VE I N SQUALCR QUTSI DE THE
FACTORY. SIMLARLY THOSE OF THE COVWUNI TY WHO DO NOT EARN
THEI R LI VING AS WORKERS CANNOT STAND BACK AND NOT SHOW

AN | NTEREST I N THE STRUGGLE OF THE WORKERS BECAUSE THE

| NTEREST OF ALL THE OPPRESSED PEOPLE ARE | NTERLI NKED.

AT PRESENT THE ANC. TOGETHER W TH I TS ALLI ES COSATU- SACP
'S ENGAGED I N PRELI M NARY TALKS W TH THE GOVERNMENT TO
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PREPARE THE WAY FOR NEGOTI ATI ON TO TAKE PLACE WTH A VI EW
TO DRAW NG UP A NEH CONSTI TUTI ON FOR SQUTH AFRICA. I T

'S | MPORTANT THAT ALL THOSE WHO ARE MEMBERS COF THE

ORGANI SATI ONS THAT CONSTI TUTE THI' S ALLI ANCE SHOULD REALI SE
THAT EACH ONE MUST PLAY AN ACTI VE ROLE I N BU LDI NG AND
STRENGTHENI NG THE ANC. | T SHOULD BE BORNE IN M ND THAT

IN THE PROCESS OF DRAW NG UP A NEH CONSTI TUTI ON FOR SOUTH
AFRI CA PEOPLE HAVE DI FFERENT VI EW6. THERE ARE SOVE VWHO
WOULD WANT TO HAVE SPECI AL PRI VI LEGES FOR TRI BAL OR RACI AL
GROUPS; AND | F THE NEW CONSTI TUTION | S TO BE DRAVWN UP

TO ENSURE THAT THE ASPI RATI ONS OF THE OPPRESSED PECPLE

OF TH S COUNTRY ARE NET WE WLL HAVE TO SUPPDRT THE PCLI Cl ES
OF THE ANC AS SET OQUT IN THE FREEDOM CHARTER. J

IT IS ABSOLUTELY' VITAL AT TH S STAGE TO ENSURE THAT HE

H GHLI GHT THE NEED FOR * A MEASURE OF UNI TY AMONG THE
OPPRESSED AND EXPLO TED PECPLE. THE FORCE THAT CARRI ES
THE SUPPORT OF THE OVERWHELM NG MAJORI TY OF THE OPPRESSED
AND EXPLO TED PEOPLE W LL DETERM NE THE TYPE OF

CONSTI TUTION WHICH A NEW S. A, WLL HAVE. WHAT TH S MEANS
'S THAT THE ANC MUST SHOH THAT IT HAS THI S SUPPORT, AND
THE ONLY PROOF ARE THE NUMBERS OF | TS MEMBERSHI P. THE
WORKI NG CLASS | N ANY COUNTRY CONSTI TUTES THE MAJCRI TY.
COSATU HAS THEREFORE A VI TAL ROLE TO PLAY | N ENSURI NG THAT
THE ANC HAS THE MEMBERSHI P THAT W LL ENABLE I T TO HAVE

A DOM NANT SAY | N DETERM NI NG THE TYPE OF CONSTI TUTI ON
THAT WOULD BE I N THE | NTERESTS OF THE PEOPLE OF THI S
COUNTRY.
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IT IS CLEAR AT THI S STAGE THAT COSATU AND THE TRADE UNI ONS
AT THE REG ONAL LEVELS HAVE NOT YET GOT' TH S MESSAGE CLEAR,
BECAUSE VERY FEWOF THE MEMBERS OF THE TRADE UNI ONS ARE
ACTI VE | N RECRU TI NG AMONG THEMSELVES AND THE COVMUNI Tl ES
FROM WHI CH THEY COVE, MEMBERS | NTO THE ANC. TH S MEANS
THAT THE | NDI VI DUAL TRADE UNI ONS ARE I N EFFECT NOT CLEAR
ABOUT THE ROLE OF COSATU I N THE ALLI ANCE. OFTEN WE READ
FROM THE PRESS THAT THERE W LL BE PROPORTI ONAL

REPRESENTATI ON AT THE CONSTI TUENT ASSEMBLY VWHI CH HI LL DRAW
UP THE CONSTI TUTI ON. THE MEMBERS OF THI S ASSEMBLY W LL

BE ELECTED ON A NON-RACI AL BASIS AND I T IS AT THAT STACE
THAT THE POLI TI CAL ORGANI SATI ON THAT HAS THE GREATER NUMBER
OF VOTES WLL BE IN A POSI TION TO | NFLUENCE THE TYPE OF
CONSTI TUTI ON UNDER WHI CH THEK S. A. |S TO BE GOVERNED.

| T WOULD BE I N THE BEST | NTERESTS OF THE OPPRESSED AND
EXPLO TED PEOPLE THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE BY FAR THE LARGEST
NUMBER OF THE ELECTED REPRESENTATI VES TO ENSURE THAT THEY
W LL HAVE THE CONSTI TUTI ON THEY WANT.

| T THEREFORE REMAINS I N YOUR HANDS TO SEE TO I T THAT THE
CONSTI TUTI ON HI LL GUARANTEE THE PROMOTI ON QF THE | NTERESTS
OF THE OPPRESSED AND EXPLO TED PEOPLE OF THI S COUNTRY.



