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A.W.G.CHAMPION.

318 I Grey Street
Durban March 15,1959

Mr Lionel Forman,
8 Park Avenue,

Camps Bay,
CIPETOHI.

Dear Mr Forman,
I am in receipt or your letter dated the 8th Inst.

I think this information you want can be suitably taken by the
student in Durban as you suggested in your letter because I may not
find time to write all this information you want.

I am now living in a sort of retirement doing my own writing and
typing.The information may be long and as such I may not find time to
do all that.

Recently I have been visited by people from three different
Universities and some took my papers with many years information.
The Stellengboch University Professors visited me on behalf of SABRA.

I am not sure whether I will live very long now because I see so
many learned people visiting me for my life history.For many years I
have worked as an agitator disliked by many EnroPeans and some native
leadels and some peeple.There cane a time when I felt that I should
leave active politicsto others because I felt that my services were
not appreciated.

At one time I was shown a book published which had been written
by Edward Roux which gave me a bad picture of misrepresentation.
I have hardly had a EurOpean friend from the Government,Capitalists

and some of my colleagues the trade Ehionists.
From my class room I began to represent my people who were student:

I first worked for the police in Johannesburg in 1913 I then againi
started to organise the native constableato claim their rights.
I had to resign in I914 to get another police job in Natal where I -
found that my services could not keep up with thu policy of the S.A.Pf

I then decided to seek woprk in the lines in I916.My first job as
a Clerk as at Simmer & Jack (Pty) L as a clerk in the Time Office.

In 191; I went to Roodepoort United a Gold Mining Co as A clerk
in the time Office.ln 1919 I went to the Riverdale Diggings 1b
Taungs.1 could not live long their because I was sent back because
of my activilies.I came back to Johannesburglsad and wiser.I joined
the native staff of the Crown Mines Ltd as a c1erk.This is where I
took part in the organisation of the Native Mine Clerks Association

I becane its President until I left the Mines to join the 1.0.0 in
I925 from 1920. During this period I was interested in the Genus Sigma
Club organised by Rev Ray Philli s and the Joint Council or European

. and Hatives,Johannesburg. I met Aggrey pernonally.He spent‘nany day:
with me in Crown Mines telling me rather trying to instl in me that
the best music produced by a piano is played by the black and white
notes;

I was a Zulu and a nationalist.I am still one.I believed that if
there must be corporation it must be on equal footing.There is a bad
practice with white friends when theycorporate with Africans.They do
so in order to control them.Use then.Drag then to their way or thinkin»

When my eyes first opened in I920 there was what I think the first
trike of native employees employed by the Muncipality of Johannesburg.
These men were charged before a magistrate whose name remains in my

”65%;? §§8¥§3£2°a§8°§8¥dfiwtfiafidtfisnEwa’fisan’fig 3391:3393? culprit“
in the life of the African worker.

Since that time I have been in many strikes,rioting,inquiries
and statutory boards.In Johanneburg Iwas nearly killed under the
briéhe of thr Vrededo subway during the strike of passes in 1920.
I was through out the a European strike which ended by bloodshedffiy
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Z.

The Transvaal Native Clerks Association was not organised by the
Chamber of Mines as Eddie Roux wrote in his Book.It was organised
by the native clerks themselves.1n faCt the men who started were
from Randfontein Mines.

OuI’General Secretary was Paul Gajana who is residing in
Sophiatown.He was employed by the City and Suburban Gold Mining
Company.I was employed by the Crown Mines.Through our representation
we succeded to have the Association recognised by the Chamber of Min:
against the wishes of the Compound Managers Association.

It was in 1945 just before the visit or the Prince of Wales
~ when the late Clents Kadalie came to see me.He asked me to leave the
Mines and join him in organising the workers under the constitution
of the Industrial and Commercial Workers Of Africa (I.C.U.)

I agreed and resigned my employment as the Chief Clerk and
accepted the appointment as the Organising 68311 in the Inn I.C.U.

(Secretary)
I was stationed in Johannesburg for few months and sent to Bloemfo
ntein for another few months.1n September 19:5 I was transfered to
Natal with Head Quarters in Durban.
Mr Batty was employed by me as Adviser,Bookkeeper and at times

my driver when touring the country.Mr Batty was a trade unionist J
from England a member of the Engineering Union'in England an Durban '
He had served in a Government Sugar Commission.He knew every one
in the Labour Department and Trade Union Movemrnt.I had a good frien-

It was through Mr Batty that Mr Clements Kadalie decided to obtain
the sfifVfiiaof a EuroPean Advisor from Bhgland.He broughtMr W.G.
Ballinger.It is my considered Opinion that Mr Ballinger contributed
largely to the death of the I.C.U.I£ Ballinger had the experience
of Batty he would have saved the I.C.U.

Before Mr Kadalie went to EuroPe there was a civil case between
me and one George Lenono.I lost the case because the books of the
1.0.0 had not been anditted.When Kadalie returned he was advised to
suspend me from my Office as I was acting in his place as the
National Secretary. My suspension caused the Natal branches of the
I.C.U. to eeeede from the National Body.The step made all the
branches not to pay for the contributions.Just at that time there
came Hr Ballinger.The appearance of Ballinger precipitated the
misunderstanding.New in S.A. not knowing the pillars of the I.C.U he
started to dictate.The Union had got rid of some officials because
of their viewe.Amongst then was J.A?Laguna,and Comrade John Gomas.
Mr Kadalie with only Kadalie's EuroPean ideas could not help this
new arrival organiser.Mr‘A.F.Batty was busy in Durban managing our
Union's Clothing Factory.Ve had a fuily paid up prperties in Durban
and Greytown and one in Pietenmaritburg with a Bond(3§ Church Str)

We having seceded these were left with Balingers regine.He failed
to protect them and finally quarreled with Mr Clements Kadalie.

,Natal kept on getting strong against the attacks of theGOvernment
employers of labour and Mr Ballinger's silly attitude,
In 1949 we organised a boycott of Kaffir Beer which ended in bloodsh~
We demanded the establishenent of Locations for fanilies,incease of
pay and granting of trading licenses to our African people.In the
riot six natives were killed by Europeans and two Europeans were
killed.As the result ofvthie many opportunities were opened.Here our
V.G.Ballinger blaled me and cursed for fighting to be a black
dietater, who wanted to control the brewing of Karfir Beer.Fron that
time agitation cntinued at a double pace and there was appointed
two successive Commissione.The last reccommended that I should be
deported if my activities do not slow down.A pilice Officer was
sent to me to warn me personally in the person of Col Lendrun a
Deputy Commissioner,S.A.P. from Pretoria.I was exiled as from
September 1930.This killed the Natal U.C.U.Yase Natal.I was away
from 1930 to 1935.No European friend ever helped me.There was no
syppathy of any one for me.In 1931 I was employed by Mr I.W.Slheaenge
as a teller in the Colonial Bank and Trust 00.1 was placed under the
ban and I was advised to promise that a I shall not agitate anymore
I refused to do this.

In in I936 I took part in agitating against the native bills of
General Hertzog.I was a member of the deputation that interviewed hil
twice; ‘



 

3.

I can never forget what General Hertzog told us.He said" Gentlemen

if I agree with you and give all your peOple franchise it would not

be long before the white leave this country with you”

I was an active member of the Non European Conference led by
Dr A.Abdurahlan and Professor Jabavu.I was present in a meeting in
the City Hall Capetown when a coloured lady callapsed and died
Ihile addressing the conference.This wsnan was criticising Dr
Abdurahman, and General Sluts.

I jeined the African National Congress at the request_or the
Rev I.R. HahabanegHe appointed me to his cabinet and was his

Minister of Labour.I continued until the time of Dr A.B.Xula.
I took part in many discussions.I becane the ”eputy Speaker under

Mr R.V.Selope Thela.When Dr Moroka became President I felt that I

could not lead the Cengress any more in Natal where I had been
the Provincial President since 1945.

I personally know Bill Andre's for many years.In the olden day:

I used to attend meeting with him and S.Eunting in Johannesburg.
I knew Stuart of the Cape Trades Union.He was a great friend of
Mr A.F.Batty.

I know many European trade unionists.1 net personally Mr B.G.Shaw

the famous writer.
I failed to be elected in 1937 to be a member of the Native

Representative Council but was successful in 1942.
My activities are well known in that Council.

In the Mine Clerks Association we did get the increase of wages
for native clerks,police boys and Indunas.we got then built for
them good houses by the mines.More rations for then and their

families.
I succeeded to get the establishment of the Clermont township

and Good Hope Estate where our African pe0ple are allowed to buy
and own free hold preperties in Natal.Clernont Township is near
Pinetown but within easy reach of Durban.The Good Hope is within

the boundary of Durban'in Cato Manor.A11 this was the work of the
Natal IeCeU Yase Natal.

The establishnent of the Muncipality Locations in Durban are
the work of the 1.0.0.

One of the enemies or the I.C.U was the Congress or the Locations

Advisory Boards organised and led by Mr R.H.Godlo or Ehst London;
I became the member because of my membership of the Durban Location

Advisory Boards.
In the African National Congress I was privileged to organise

our native Chiefs.I can claim that even ex Chief Lutulin is ny'rindi
He was a minister in my cabinet.With ny influence in the A.N.C.I
decided to organise a fund which was seperate from the funds of the
A.N.C. My reason for that I was suspicious that the time may cone

when the Government lay freeze the funds of the Congress.The money

is there nearly £500 looked after by me and E.Selby Hsimang.The

A.N.C.have no claim over it because of its consitution.
When I was outvoted in the Congress I was please because I was

not able to work under President J.S.Moroka.In my leadership I want

to lead my peeple and not be led by then;
This policy is very important in my mind.It so happens that

members or a body carried away by their feelings will want their
President to dance to their tune even if that tune is dangerous;

At present I remain a member of the Locations Advisory Boards

representing two locations of Lamont and Chestervillew
My policy seems quite different from the present leadership in many
wayseflp to now the Government do not trust ne.The Secretary for
Native Affairs refused to have me appointed to the membership of

Committee to settle disputes in the Department of labourefhe sane
applys to the School Boards Membership under the Bantu Eflucation

Act; With all this I remain what I am.
When you send your student to see me you will have read all this

from IV pend Yours sincerely ’

fa



THE PAMPHLET.

When I wrote the letter in reply to yours I had had no time to read
the pamphlet on the early days of the Congress.I have had to read it
and I now give you my observations.

What struck It with pleasantness was to find that you had given
a space for the first Johannesburg strike for native workers.You
actually mentioned the name of the trial magistrate who had convicted
those pioneers.

Your will compare my own remarks with yours when I had not even
seen your nor had I known that you had refered to then.

Z.
I think your description of the late Dr John Langalibalele Dubs

should also stated that hw was a school teacher and founded a school
Ohlange Institute besides the Ilanga Lase Nata1.The school was opened
in 1908. '

I note with interest what you have qoated from Mr Mweli Sikota's
book the African Yearly's Register.I contributed some pages on this
book at the request of Hr Sikota. I gave adifrerent picture of Ishaka
and Dingane the grat Kings of the Zulus.Sone EurOPean papers commented
adversely about it.

I also note what you qoated about Mr Msane who Said the white
workers needed to be educated.That their trade union was organised
to protect them against she black workers. Up to now the white trade
Unions refuse to remove the restrictions.

Your second picture with ANC leaders has also the picture or
my friend Luke Hasine.It will interest you to know that his son is
a treason suspect. _

I know them all in the picture except two namely Kraai ani Cetyiwe.
I know Dr Ed.Roux very well I knew him when he was a studen t in the
Vita University.0ne time he was at Z2 Hanover Street,Capetown.
' I once sawed him from conviction when he was charged before the
Magistrate for alleged creating hostility between white and blacks
section 49 of the Native Adminstration . '

I knew Mr S.P.Bunting and his wife very well.I once saved Mr
Bunting Iris conviction by getting the witnesses to change their
statements made before the police.

Your outline in the pamphlet is interesting to me.
I knew Solomon Pleatje very well two days before he died he had dinner
with me at Sophiatown while I was living in banishment.

I knew Saul Msane very well.If he did not die he was to to be the
first Editor of Unteteli Wabantu Newspaper.1was to be his assistant.

He died and the Chamber of Mines engaged Rev.J.L.Dube and Sol Plaatje
as joint Editors.

You pe0ple are in a better position because you have yeans of
publicity.0ur present leadership is in a better position because
they have many friends amongst EuroPeans.We in the I. 0.0 have very
few if any. Yes we died as an organisation we have no complaint but men
and women like the Ballingers are alive and gloat over our ashes 1

 


