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- - THE CASE FOR SANCTIONS - - -

"l have no hope of real change fromthis government unless
they are forced to do so. W face a catastrophe in this
coun try, and only the pressure of the internationa
conmunity can save us. Qur chi/dren are dying, our land is
burni ng and b/eedihg, and so | ca/l on the internationa
comunity . . ."

Ar chbi shop Desnmond Tutu

THE CRI SIS | N SOUTHERN AFRI CA

One of the nobst nobie and inspiring struggles of our tines
is unfolding in Southern Africa, as the people of South
Africa and Nam bia struggle towards their freedom and

i ndependence. But as the monmentum towards |iberation
becomes irreversible, so the apartheid regime scales Mv

hei ghts of terror in its vain and frantic efforts to steme .e
tide. Even the lives of little children are no | onger sacrosanct
- they, too, are nurdered, tortured and inprisoned in the
Bot ha governnent’s last ditch stand to maintain white

raci al dom nati on.

The war agai nst the people is waged unseen by the rest of
the world as censorship of the media is rigorously enforced
under the State of Energency. But the cost of wagi ng war

is high, and in its desperation the reginme nmust turn increas
ingly toits friends, the western countries that trade with
apartheid, to keep the profits flowing in. So far, the west
has not | et apartheid down.

VWHY SANCTI ONS?

The rest of the world cannot stand idly by, condemi ng
apartheid verbally yet continuing a trade that arns the
apartheid war machi ne. The world community nust isolate
South Africa, not alone to cut off its profits, but to show
our solidarity with the indom table courage and dedi cation
of those who are struggling to assert the denpcratic val ues
and human rights we claimfor ourselves. Fear of sanctions
is over-riding with the regine, as evidenced by foreign
mnister Pik Botha,s statement that: itSouth Africais first
priority is to stop boycotts being i nposed by our We. _ n
trading partners? Qur.first priority nust be to inpose

those sanctions, sanctions which will be both conprehensive
and mandatory, # nQ buying tinme for apartheid, none of

Ms Thatcheris Ha tiny little bit,". Sinpiy total isolation
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- - THE CASE FOR SANCTIONS - -- -

WHAT ARE OUR GOVERNMENTS DO NG?

In 1986 the European Comunity introduced a package

of sanctions agai nst South Africa, but these have proved
nore synbolic than effective.

The Irish Government obstinately maintains a belief in
graduat ed and sel ective, sanctions, and hides behind the
skirts of the EEC to excuse itself fromtaking further
nmeasures. The heroic stand of the Dunnes strikers forced

it a year ago into banning the inport of fruit and vegetabl es
from South Africa, but since then it has |lapsed into inaction
and has not even graduated, to a ban on coal inports.
Britain, which has done nore than any other country to
retain the apartheid regime in South Africa, still has
tvsions invested in the country and is one of South AfricaUs
| argest suppliers, while remaining South Africats biggest
customer for fruit and vegetabl es.

Ms. Thatcher has denounced sanctions as himoralt and
scoffed at the 1985 Conmobnweal th sanctions as only a

(tiny little bit’.

WHAT NEXT?

Meanwhi |l e the situation in South Africa becones nore

expl osive as the apartheid reginme reacts ever nore violently
to opposition. W need inmediate action. |If our govern-
ments refuse to act, we nust now do so ourselves. By our
organi sed and united efforts in our trade unions, Churches,
political parties, wonents organi sations, professional
cultural and sports bodies, through Local Authorities,
student unions and comunity associ ations, we can act

now to break the |inks.

Peopl ehs Sanctions nust develop into an unstoppabl e
groundswel I that not only breaks the links at |ocal and

regi onal level, but forces action at government |evel.

"W bury people every day, we see blood flow ng around

us. Wth a// that is happening. . . we are still supposed

uf fer when sanctions are applied to this |and, when we

have suffered so much? Only those whose pockets get

fatter and fatter, who get their reward fromPretoria,

will talk that kind of |anguage. "

W nni e Mandel a

"/17 a situation as critical as that facing South Africa today,
the church has a duty, never mnd a right, to endorse

nmet hods such as sanctions. "

Dr. Beyers Naude, forner Ceneral Secretary

Sout h African Council of Churches

"Sanctions work. But it depends how they are applied. If
they are applied hesitaht/y, then they will have |less of an
effect. If they are applied in a pieceneal fashion, then they
w// be feeble. But if they are applied unani nously, they
wi Il produce rapid effects. "

Presi dent Joaqui m Chi ssano of Mbzanbi que,

Oct ober 1987



- - THE CASE FOR SANCTIONS - -

WONI T BLACKS SUFFER MOST FROM SANCTI ONS?

To ask this is to ignore the constant suffering that blacks
endure under apartheid. The great mmjority of blacks would
prefer that their suffering was increased in the short term
by the inposition of sanctions, if the end result was the
isolation of the apartheid regime and a swifter end to
apartheid. They woul d al so derive sonme confort fromthe
know edge that the world community had taken a nora

stand on their side of the struggle. In the words of Nel son
Mandel a, "Every effort to isolate South Africa adds strength
to our struggle. "

AND WOULDNI T SANCTI ONS HAVE A DI SASTROUS

| MPACT ON THE FRONT LI NE STATES? #

Anot her question that presunmes that the people of southern
Africa are incapable of deciding what is best for them

sel ves. Forner President Nyerere of Tanzania forcibly
answered this point: "A frica calls for econonic sanctions,
and we are not stupid . . . W know that South Africa’s
reta/fation may well be directed agai nst nei ghbouring
African states. But we a/so know that our freedom and

our econom ¢ devel opnent wi /|l renmai n under constant

threat until apartheid is defeated. " A rem nder that South
Africa' s aggression has subjected the entire region to a
concerted economc, political and military canpai gn of
destabi |l i sati on.

The Sout hern African Devel opment Co-ordi nation Con-

ference (SADCC) has been fornmed by the Front Line

States in an effort to weaken and break their historica
econom ¢ and transport ties with South Africa, rooted in
the history of colonial conquest and domi nation. Sanctions,
says the SADCC, will Hbe well worth the cost."

W LL SANCTI ONS END APARTHEI D?

Sanctions alone will not end apartheid, nor are they intended
to. The purpose of conprehensive and nandatory sanctions

is to show the world community’s solidarity with the 5 th
African and Nanbi an peopleis struggle for freedom .t IS
that struggle that will bring down the evil system of apar-
theid, and sanctions are not an alternative butaconpl ement
toit. The effect of sanctions, properly inplenented, wll
be to limt the scope, scale and duration of the war that
is nowraging in southern Africa, and those who resi st
sanctions support apartheid and resist freedom

"Sanctions are a weapon that the internationa/ conmunity
can and nmust use against the racist regine , a way of
cutting of fsupport for racist South A frica and denying

the regine the nmeans through which it can sustain and
perpetuate itself . . . Un/ess the internationa/ comunity
can do this, the repercussions of the conflict will al npost
certainly engulf us a// . . . "

President A iver Tambo, African National Congress



BREAK THE LI NKS

3’: Make the consumer boycott bite!

Make sure all supermarkets and shops know about the boy-
cott. Ask your local authority and (in N Ireland) your
Health Authority to stop buying apartheid products. Stop
the sale of South African textile products, fruit and vege-
tabl es (banned fromsale in the Republic), and the inport
of South African coal and anthracite.

tkStop Irish exports to South Africal

S . all goods going fromlreland, especially electronic
equnprent and computers.

t Stop em gration and tourism

Protest at recruitnent for jobs in South Africa. The nationa
dailies in the Republic do not advertise these jobs - nake
sure your |ocal or regional paper does not either. EEC
Governments are supposed to di scourage tourism but their
efforts have no teeth - letls give it teeth through I oca
action.

t Donlt play with apartheid!

Persuade all sports clubs and associations to sever |inks
with South Africa, and all sports nen and wonen not

to conpete with or against South African teanms or in

di vi dual s.

3k No coll aboration in music, theatre, arts!

Persuade all performers not to go to South Africa. Boycott
artists on the UN Regi ster of Perfornmers, and boycott
apartheid artists from South Africa.

t Donlt invest in apartheid!

Make sure that no body or institution with which you are
connected has any funds invested in the apartheid econony,
or in big British companies with links with apartheid.

t No fuel for apartheid!

Boycott Shell - denmand that Shell stops bol stering up
apartheid in South Africa and Nam bi a.

tk Make your |ocal area an Apartheid-free zone!

Stop all conmmercial, financial, political, cultural or sporting
links with South Africa. Stop all diplomatic activities and
(in Northern Ireland) trade ni ssions.



ALL | RELAND NATI ONAL DEMONSTRATI ON

19 MARCH 1988

ASSEMBLE 2. 00 pm at PARNELL SQUARE

RALLY 4 p.m at the GPO

DEMA ND COVPREHENS/ 1/ E SA NCT/ ONS

AGAI NSTSOUTHAFR/ CA
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JO N THE | RI SH ANTI - APARTHEI D MOVEMFd’

President: Revd. Terence MCaughey

Chai rman: Kader Asnal

Annual subscription rates: i8 individuals, f12 coupl es,
124 students f2 unwaged. Affiliation rates for organisations
on application.

Pl ease send me ........ copies of this leaflet at 10p per copy
HO per 100. _

| encl ose cheque/postal order for f ..... as nmy annua
subscription plus i ...... as a donation and 8 .......

for ...... leaflets, total f ........

Name . ..

Address .. ...

Send to | AAM PO Box 1974, Dublin 18. Tel: (01) 895035



