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July 13, 1987

President O.R. Tambo 
Af ri ca n National Co ng ress 
P.O. Box 31791 
Lusaka 
Zamb i a

Dear President Tambo:

We be I ieve that our Sy mp o si um  on Chi Idren 
In South Africa was an important event.

i n Detent i on

The Sy mp o si um  took place on June 25th and 26th. We 
brought 15 South A fricans  to W a s h i n g t o n  to testify about 
their own experiences, including doctors, lawyers, human 
rights activists, parents and c hi ldren who had been 
d et ai ne d and tortured.

The Sy m posium  was a m o vi ng  doc u m en ta t io n  of the pi ight 
of c hi ldren in South Africa. I think that few people who 
atte nded the s ym po sium will forget Sylvia Jele's tearful 
de sc r ip ti o n of how the sec ur it y police tortured her son or 
the pi ct ur e Patrick M a k ho b a painted of his panic the day 
the polic e surround ed  his school and detained him and six 
of his classmates.

We feel confi de nt  that the S y mp os i um  functioned to 
increase public knowle dg e in the United Stat es of South 
A fr i c a' s  war against its chi Idren. Four to five hundred 
peop le repres en ti ng a wi d e div er s it y  of or g an iz a ti o ns  
att ended throughout the day. Over 15 m e m be r s of Congress 
and the Senate particip at ed  as panelists. And the 
w i d e s p r e a d  m ed ia  c ov er ag e of the Sy mp o si um  informed a 
larger audience. We have al ready planned follow-up 
ac tivi t ie s  with the many groups that wer e represented in 
the au di ence at the Symposium.



In a few months, the edited transcript of the p r oceedi ng s will 
be pu b li sh ed  in the Human Rights Quarterly, a national journal 
produced by the Urban Mo rg an Institute for Human Rights of the 
U ni v er s i t y  of Cincinnati C o l le g e of Law. You will receive a copy 
shortly after publication.

Best w i s h e s .

DI rector
Southern Africa Project


