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" ANC dlaims Inkatha 
reneged on accord 
Jaspreat Kindea 

In 2 possihle stop towards a political 
realignment, the African National 
Congress's leader in KwaZulu-Nata, 
S'bu Ndebele, has nltacked the 
Inkatha Freedom Parly for reneging 
on a pnat-eleetion promise to wive the 
ANC more provirelil éabinet posts, 
ANC sou rvg{i viow: fl chele's criti- clsm as nstirtegic moveé to put some 

distance between the (wo parties, 
and a step towards a provinelal 

. alllance with the New National Party, " It comies against the background of S ihe ANC's burgeoning relationship at i tational level with the NN 
i Ndehele tabled n long liat of griev- 

7 Ances with the IFP at an ANC provip- 
.. cial general council meeting over the T weekend, which he said should be re- 

aolved to maintain peace in the 
. Province, At the same meeting, he 
i also hinted at tdeveloping his party's 
- relationship with the NNP. 

Ndcbhele drew comparisons with 
the Western Cape, where the DP hay four MECs despite having only fivé: 
members in the legislature, iy 
KwaZulu-Natal the ANC has four 
MFECs compared to Inkatha's aix and 
the premiers post — when both par- 
tiea have 34 legislatire members. 

* The ANC in KwaZulu-Natal Iy 
apparently consldering entering a, 

¢ pnrtnership with the NNF, which has + three soats In the leglslature and may ‘3 nequire more If floor-crossing legista- ‘% tlon s Introduce, With the likelihood . ofthe ANC taking charge In the West- ;' er Cape, KwaZulu-Natal remaing the 
. only province outside ANC control, 

% The ANC and the IFP gigned a 
% conlitlon agu_ecni_‘é,lm‘c'l:l_’ter.tlle gencral ¢ clections In Jung1989. Ceriral to this 

+ was tho provinclal conatitution, 
which it was agreed would address . 
the lasues of a balanced provincial 
cabinet and the role of the monarchy, 

At the weekend meeting Ndebele 
complafned that the legislatuve' consti- 
tutional committee, respongible for 
drafing the provinclal constitution, did * 
notimeel, for overa year nfter July 1099, 
He claimed e chalr of the comnittee 
“hact nstructions to eftlicr not convene 

the committee nr filibuster, butin any 3 case render this position a siyecure” 
TFP natlonal spokesperson Musa 

Zondl sald Ndebele should ralse . 
these issues with hig provincial coun- 
terparts tn the 1FP, He gaid the 1P 
was committed to drafting provin- 
cial constitution and dismissed alle- 
gations of reneging on its promise, 

IFP sources say that according toa 
resolution adopteq by the party's na- 
tional council earlier this year, the 
constitution should be rendy by 
Mnreh next yenr. Moges Khubisa, 
chair of the constitutional commit- 
tee, sald the fssue was being dis- 
cussed in ANC-IFP meetings. 
Ndebele paints a revealing picture 

ol the 1999 post-clection negntiations 
with the IFP: “I'he ANC had put for- 
ward the view thnt the executive WAS 
led by the 1FP, the legislature had to 
be led by the ANC with the {FP ay | 
deputy. Essentinlly, the IFP put the case that it alrendy had six MECs 
based on its majority status of 1994 to 
1999, The ANC on the pther hand had 
three MECs” The ANC, he notes, was 
considerate in not secking Immedi- 
ate bafce, as it would force the IFP 
to remove MECs, But, “even as we 
were negotiating with the IFP team 
appointed by ftz president, another ) 
team wag attempting an accommo- 
dation with the bp" snys Ndebele, 
The IFP, Ndebels states, effectively : lost the elections in June 1999: "1he : 

only basis for ruling is an electoral i- 
mandate, Without an electoral man- ; date to govern the only other way to 
retain gome power is through a-i- 
mutual agreement with another | 
PArty ... The IFP has nelther an elec- ' 
toral mandate nor an agreement” ; 

IFP sources have In the meantime 7 

  

attacked the ANC for wstng Kinyg. Msiitimemmmtmmemmmitssmmns Goodwill Zwelithinl as an "asset, ; 
when he cleatly I3 a Hability”, 
Zondi has In the past indjcated that 

the IFP envisages # “ceremonial head- 
like role’, in line with Queen Ellzabeth 
II's position, for Zwelithini to be 
Inscribed in the Constitution. The IFP 
nlleges that Zwelithing has been 
promised a “chief executive king's 
position” by the ANC.    
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ANC Gauteng moves to 
eliminate internal rifts 

Bongani Majoia """ 
The desire to heal historic breaches 
in the Gauteng African Natlona) Con- 

gress 9 seen ns a key niotive for the 

elevation of Angle Motshekga - wife 
of former Gauteng premier Mathole, 
Maotshekga — to deputy leader of the 
provincial party. 

At the Gauteng ANC conference 
last wizekend ghe was clected provin- 
cial deputy chalrperson in » move 
that ralged cyebrows, 

As expected, Gauteng Premlier 
Mbhazimn Shilowa was installed 
unopposged as chalrperson. ' 
Another rising provincial figure, 

David Makhuya, was elected unop- 
posed ns gecretary. Makhura was 
appninted to the provisional party 

committee was dishanded lnst year, 
Motshekga's election is widely seen 

s a strategic manoeuvre to placate 

¢4 the camp formerly assoclated with 
Zl her husband. 

Mathole Motshekga's election as pre- 
mier precipitated years of internal 
party wrangling that was exacerbated 
when he was forced out of the prember- 
ghip by national ANCleaders in 1999, 

Angle Motshekga, Gauteng MEC 
for Social Services and Population 
Development, beat MEC for Housing 
Paul Mashatlle — brice a key oppo- 
nent of her husband — to the deputy 
chairperson's post, 

She this week hotly denled belng o 
statking-horse for her husband. “1 met 
my husband In politics. I'm In the 

struggle in my own right and I'm my 
own person. ! can run for and win the 
deputy chalrpersonship with or witl- 
out him, becaure I have a long history 
of activism in the ANC” 

She has in the past been seen s the 
power behind the throne when her 
hushand was a political force. 
Angle Motshekga' shot to prom- 

nence as & teacher-activist in a United 
Deniveratic  1yont  alfiliate, the 
National Education Unlon of South 
Africa. After & stint In the clvics she 
becanié Mep\fty kecretary of the ANC .‘ 
Wonien's League in Gauteng, 

1t was the backing of the league that 
won her her Intest position, she says. 
“My candldacy was sponsored and 

suppotted by women delegates.”- . 
Makhura has had a meteorl¢’ rlse : 

within the ANC. 'The former South 
African Students’ Congress presgident 
cut hls political teeth in the trade union 
movement, where he serves as deputy 
gecretary general for the National Edu- 
cation, Health and Allled Workers’ 
Untfon. Last year he lost & neek-to-neck 
contest for the presidency of the ANC 
Youth League to Malusi Glgabr. 
Delegates at the weekend confer- 

ence clearly saw him as having 
played a pivotal role in ridding the 
Gauteng ANC of internal strife. After 
he delivered his secretarial report 
they rose to their feet and drowned 
hini in tumultuous applause. 
Asurprise oinigsion from the provin- 

clal leadetship i« MEC for Finance Jabu 
Moleketl. Earlier punted to aucceed 
Shilown as chalrperson, he did not =" 
make {t into the provincis! executive. 

P11 
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Black DA leaders admit race discord 
Jaspratt Klndra i 

Senfor Democratic /\Ilh\m‘o leader 
Dan Malulcke hias conceded there nre 

“cultural” M{fferences between white 
and black menhers of the DA, and 

. that the two grovips percejve South 
Alrican polities difterently. 
Maluleke, a Demaocrntic Party MP, 

» 9afd he Is planning a workshop to pro- 
¢ vide a "chance for Tony Leon and oth- 
1 ers to seelimatize™ thewselves with 
. the culture of the African DA mem- 
+ bevs. Maluleke spoke to the Mail & 

! Guardian after fronting n DA press 
¢ conference In Johannesburg this week 
{ whichemphasiscd that the DA lsnota 
§ i white elitist party and js making 

! tnronds In black communities, Similar 
2 conferences, also nddressed hy only 

 black spcnkerq were shuulmncumly ,; A 
amssmuennd) N1cld in Durban and Cape Thwi. 

Mnluleke's comments were cdmec 
hy a DP nember of the Gauteng legis- 
lature, Themba Sono, who found 
“vast” cultural differences between 
blacks and whites in the DA, “We. 

come from diffcrent political back- 
grounds and experiences, It will take 
qnite sonie time bcfore the meeting 

of the minds, hearts and souls of the 
bincks and specially English-speak- 
ing white South Africans,” Sono sald. 

* “Becavse of thelr experience of die- 
crimination, blacks are very sensitive 
to any percelved  white supérlorlm 

This Nows Into our political cultuge 
He sald: “When Defence Min ter 

Mpsiloa Lekota saya there Is more 
cultm al affihity between Afrikaners 
And Al fcang, he (s telling the truth.” 

n his official statement at the DA’s 
Johannesburg medin conference, 

Mnlulcke said people In the ANC and 
the medin liked to pretend that the 
DA was ao exclusive white club that 
served only clite whites, “Thig is pro- 

foundly lnsulting to the DA’'s many 
Afripan public representatives, It (s 
nlw untrue.” 

ltlul,gke said that since the begin- 
i) ng-of the year the party had 
Hlamnched, or was in the process of 
Iaunchlng, 146 branches {u black 
commuuities. By May next year it 

would have 250 black branches, 
The M&G has seen a DA notlce sent 

out on behalf of the parly’s labour 
alfairs spokesperson, Nick Clelland, 
to white seplor DA councillors 

informing them of the press confer- 
ences. It reads: "Across the country. 

- thedeadership wants to show the face 
of the party ... Nlck wants as many 
couficlllors B ls possible to attend — 
to show thelr Buppért fufthe DA, the g 
vision of the DA, the DA leader and 
our black DA members, who may well 
be feeling vulnerable. The message 
will be to counteract the raclal tag the 
NNP is trying to stick to the DA” 

The notice adds that Clelland, & for- 
mer parllamentary adviser to DA 
leader Tony Leon, needs three party 
members at the press conferences to 
speak in an anecdotal way about how 
the DA is growing. 
NNP leader and foriner DA member 

Vineent Thusl dcscribpd the confer- : 
encos asa “velled atienipthy the DAto 
hide Jts true colours. The party's inter- 
nal problems can only be resolved If 
black people fecl they own it he sald. 

Criticising P elder statesman He- 
len Suzman for saylng the NNP's 
withdrawal from the DA was “good 
riddance”, Thusf sald Suzman's com- 
ment “stigmatises black members-. 
and the Afrikauer community who 
voted for the NNP"  
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Trythe KZN 
model 

A SECOND LOOK 
anrnt Klndra 

After five years of exposure w 
politics In KwuZanbu-Matal, speanding, 

aweek at the national Parliament 
was an eye-opener. It was amazing 
how unsophisticated and aggressive 
the debate was in Cape Town, 
Attacks from clther side were ofien 
personal and ineffective if intended 
to change the other slde's position. 
With a new alliance belng formed 

hetween the African Natlonal 
* | Congress and the New National 

Party, and the Democratic 
Alliance weakened by a split, the 
KwaZulu-Natal Jegislature stands 
out as a heacon for coalition politics. 

Almost all the country’s 
political parties are represented in 
the provincial leglstature and, 
irrespective of their stutus, have 
managed to influence positions or 

- initiate government actions. 

‘The ANC and the Inkatha Freedom 
Party head a coalitlon government 

) in KwaZulu-Natal. The opposition 
| comprises the Democratie Party, the 

NNP, the African Christian . 
Demogratic Party (M,ml) md the 
United Democratic Movement. 
You might find the DP or NNP 

provineial leader supporting posi- 

tions taken elther by the ANC or the 
TKP In order to keep the coalition 
{ntact. As a staff mewmber of the 
legislature points out: “I'he need to 
maintain peace In a provinee with o 
long history of political violence 
invalving both the ANC and the 1FP 
prevails over everything else.” 

But that does not mean the opposi- 

tlon in the province has become s 
lapdog. The DP, the NNF and even   

  

_the ACDP have vianaged to ralse 

...... 
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fasues of publie overspendiug. Al 
have been effectively hionght to the 
attention of the provincial auditor- 

general who has Intuated Investiga- 
tions in many Instances. 

Adversarial politica are not limited 

1o the opposition. The most heated 

| debates in Pletermaritzburg and 

Ulundi have ofien involved the ANC 

and the IFP — often leaving the me- 

dia wondering whether the partuer- 

ship would last until the next day. 

OFf the floor of the House, there s 

always acknowledgement that the 

1P will continually raise fssues 

surrounding the strc.ngtlxellmg of 

provincial powers or voice concern 

aver the diminishing impurtance of 

tradittonal avthorities. 
fncompetence and allegations of 

corruption In the departments are 

dealt with by the still non-partisan 

‘| public accounts committee chalied 
‘| by thie IFP's Mike Tarr, who often 

criticises 1FP mindsters. 

‘I'he legislature heard a graphic ac- 

count of child abuse from Umkhonto 
weSizwe veteran and ANC MPL 

Bhieki Cele and the heart-rending 
account of how former Inkatha 

“warlord” Thomas Shabalala fost hig 
daughter to Aids. And thereln livs 
the explunation of why politiclans 
work together in the provinee, 
The majority of MP1Ls huve been 

exposed to the evils of political vio: 

Thus the underlying concern in 

every acl tions, tokeep the prrovinee 

l'uuc(umhlg and make it @ suceess, 
[ 

i) I--, |l-' pothan Wil v neae 

camd . R UG, Y B 

{ lence, They fecl personully vtapenst-«-| . 

!l ble for malntaining pence,   

    

   

  


