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The African National Con-
gress on Jan. 19 called the
year-to-year drop in Japanis
trade with South Africa in
1988 "very little." t
"W in the ANC think the
drop is very little as com
pared to the | evel of suffering
in South Africa," said Jerry
Mat sila, ANC chief repre-
sentative to Japan, adding,
"This figure does not reflect
the necessary action that
must be taken" to end racia
segregation. '’
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Japan’s trade with South .
Africa came to $3.98 billion 3
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in 1988, down 3.5 percent gab).
froma year before. In 1987, 2
Japan led the world in trade
with South Africa and was hit ?
wi th harsh international crit-
icism Last year, it was sec-
ond behi nd West Germany.
Mat sila said, "Japan has
really not done anything,"
conpared with countries
such as New Zeal and whi ch
has cut its trade with South
Africa by as nuch as 72 per- 5
' cent.
He said the Foreign Mnis-
try was not able to give him
a breakdown of the trade fig-
ures.
Matsila al so said that with
no | egal sanctions in place,
there is no guarantee that the
m nor reduction in trade |ast
year will not be reversed.
"Until it addresses these
guestions/’ he said, "the gov-
ernnent i s not serious" about
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