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STATEMENT BY THE HONOURABLE PRI ME M NI STER, COVRADE

R G MJGABE, AT THE OPENI NG SESSI ON OF THE | NTERNATI ONAL
CONFERENCE ON CHI LDREN, REPRESSI ON AND THE LAW I N
APARTHEI D SOUTH AFRI CA; HARARE, ZHTH SEPTEMBER 1987.

M. Chairnan, Archbishop Trevor Huddl eston.

Ar chbi shop Desnond Tut u.

Conrade diver Tanbo, President of the ANC,

Honour abl e M ni sters.

Menbers of the Diplonatic Corps.

Ladi es and Gentl enen,

Conrades and Fri ends,

it is a singular honour for us in Zinbabwe that our
Capital City has been chosen as the venue for this
uni que Conference on Children, Repression and the
Law in Apartheid South Africa. | personally feel
specially honoured and privil eged that | have been
asked to address the Opening Session of the Conference.
I wish, M. Chairnan, to preface NY statenent with

an expression |lof a sincere wish fratr’ the Governlrent
and peopl e of Zinbabwe, that all the del egates here
gathered will have a pleasant stay with us. He
certainly trust that those who are visiting Ztrbabwe
for the first tine will take tine off to aaauaint
thenselves with the generality of our people and sane
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of the natural or physical attractions of our country.
We like to think that the entire country is on open
tourist resort and all our people are your hosts.

On their behalf, I wish to welcone you all to Zi ubobwe
and to this Conference.

| hope | can be allowed to extend a special word of
wel cone to you, Archbishop Huddl eston. You are no
stranger to Southern Africa. having spent a good part
of your life in South Africa and being one of the
-pioneers and an ally in the onti-oportheid struggle.
Your continued fight fron Great Britain against the
evil apartheid systen is greatly encouraging and is
appreciated by us in Southern Africa.

The international character of participants at this
Conference is a very clear uonifestotlon of the
universality of the feeling of revulsion and concern
generated by the dehunonisotion to which the uolority
of the people Lof South Africa are daily subjected

by the apartheid systen in that country. i sincerely
hope that the deliberations of this Conference wll
enhance international awareness of the terrible blight
and situation of the weakest and Host vul nerabl e of
the South African popul ati on, nanely. the Bl ock
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children who are as we know, the Host hapl ess and
hel pl ess vlictlns of the evil nonster that is apartheid.
It is they Who are daily Iral nourl shed by apart heid.

It is they who are daily ni seducoted by apartheid.

It I's they who, above all, are daily Jail ed, naned,

and nurdered by apartheid.

Yet, international awareness of the suffering of the
children in apartheid South Affico | s al One not adequate
unless It is followed by a resolve, detenrlnatlon

and strength to fight and eradicate the hei nous systetr
frdr our civilised world. The pariah state of South
Africa has no legitltrate clallr to being part of the
civilised international conrunity as long as the
sanctity and respect for the rule of |aw has not been
restored in. that country. |Indeed, no society has
aright to be regarded and accepted as part of civilised
hmanl ty unless and until Its | egal systelr and practice
Guarantees the rights of all its citizens, regardless
of race, sex, political and religious convictions.

The prisons of South Africa are today full of children
who, under civilised conditions should be in schools
undergoi ng preparation for their future roles and
responsibilities as citizens of their country. Al as.
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their prescribed lot is that of being nurdered.
tortured, brutalised and inprisoned.

I connend the organisers of this inportont Conference
for having invited sone of the victins of the innora
raci st regine to cone and give their own testlnony.
Equally vital will be the accounts of the uothers

of the victilrs, the |awers who have dealt with the
cases of the children, as well as the pastors and

wel fare officers who are battling to rehabilitate

the enotlonally and spiritually shattered young people
and children in that sad | and.

You. and I1'0st of us fron this region, know that the
rule of | aw does not exist in apartheid South Africa.
The | aw, such as exists there, is only for the
odvoncenent and protection of the privil eges of the
few. The law and all the related state institutions
have been desi gned and geared to protect and prouote
the interests of the Wiite hinority by systenatlcally
troubling upon even the nost basic rights of the Bl ack
nosses.

Shoul d any voi ce of conscience draw attention to the
injustice of the systen Ond criticise the so-called
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| aw enforcenent agents, such crltlclsn |s contenptuously
i gnored. Recently, the Detal nees’ Parents Support
Connlttee published its infornatlve reports or studies
on tortures and detentions 1n the 19803. The reactions
of the racist _Mnlster e of Low and Order was
characteristic. He accused the Connlttee of villfylng
the police. The cases of child arrest rand assault,

and the sordid exanples of torture 1n detention were

dl sni ssed as were fabrications. The sleep deprivation
to which young detai nees were’ Suhj ected, the suspension
in nid-alr, the kicking, beating, electric shocking.
the stripping and nunerpus other horrific perpetrations
whi ch the youths and children received fron their
Interrogators, lIdid not revul se the so-called Mnister
of Law and Order. How could they? Revulslon is a
response of a person of conscience and norallty.

M. Vlok and all the nenbers of his apartheid reglwe
are evidently Hen to whoa conscience and noral Ity

are were trlfles. Murder cannot, In such circunstonces,
any | onger revul se the bl oody heart of Its perpetrator,
for each nurder conultted al so destroyed his noro
consci ence, hardening hln wore and wore to the shedding
of bl ood. The expression 'bl oody boer’ cannot be

wi t hout significance.
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Thl's Conference, M. Chalrnan, and especially the
testlrronles of participants fron South Africa. should
provide a rare opportunity for relating to the outside
worl d the story of the hunan tragedy taking place

In South Africa.

The troum | c and horrifying experiences in the dark
and squalid prisons and detention centres are wore
clearly and vividly narrated by those who went through
then. We have sone of then in our nldst.

M. Chalrnon, as the report of UNI CEF has recently
illustrated. the tragedy of the Black children and
youths In South Africa extends to their brothers and

sisters 1n the Frontline States. | refer here to
the report, entitled W
W

| DE_Lhl | dLQD_I n_5QHI DELE_QHQ $CQHI D_AEL1QQL Thi s FBDOFt
draws urgent and special world attention to the serious
and desperate plight of the children of the entire
sub-contl nent and rightly attributes It to the apartheid
reglne’s Internal repression and destabill sing
activities within the region. Indeed, nany of you

fron outside the region have heard or read about the
effects of South Africa' s apartheid policies, the
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regi ne’s econoui c disruption and politica
destabilisation and their destructive effects upon
the lives and welfare of the Blacks in South Africa
and the peoples of the entire region. The statistics
are readily available. But way | renind you, that
behi nd those figures or statistics are real children
yout hs and their parents, with nanes. hunan feelings
of pain, fear, want and hunger. | trust that this

i nportant Conference on children, repression and the
law in South Africa, will enhance your appreciation
of this fact even wore and the need to wove to action
to stop the suffering of- the little ones and their
parents.

Let He, once again, wish this Conference 011 success,
bearing in wind the interests of the children in
apartheid Sduth Africa. the Front Line States and
the world over.

It is - now Hy great pleasure to declare this

I nternati onal Conference on Children. Repression and
Law in Apartheid South Africa officially open

Thank you.
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