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As Communists we connot cone;1ve a Miou political movement against
the ruling class :uthorities excluding thes;'sections of the African people.
Like the African workers, thogr too suffer thC innumerable disabilities and
indignities under the despotic capitalistic systemr '

(i
:

The experience and history of our South .fifricaan Communist Party Shows
how We hav< become bogged in the 'eoonomism” of day—to—day demands, engaging.
mainly in strugbles 'promising pa1peole Iebults“ We have on the whole .
followed this policy in regardU) both political ahd trade union activities.
The net reward of pursuing this polio? is a harvest of inferior Marxists,
lacking gonfidenee to expose and excel the ”superior“ apologists (teachers,
priests, politicians 2nd traders) 2f the ’capitalist system. Despite their
continuous open betrayal of the people“ v2 have f111¢d to wx1n the mss follow—
ing away from these supporter: of the ru.Ling 0123s fippression.

Hence very meany members of the Party advance the protective excuSU‘that
the African pries sgxtcachcrs9 petty businessmen, etcg are themost reactionr
2ry people amongvthe.1frican people1 Wh1t do we Expect them to be?
CommunistS? Can the capistalist directed and con?rolled schools and general
500191 environmenL preducc fpr us even inferi>r M21rxists? No, in fact these
sections cannot be less reactionary? Submord1n2te 10 and supporters of
capitalist politics and ideology then t1e Afr1.C2n v.0rkch. It so happens
that there are_en1y two ideologies u the old, well est'olished, cg__1talist
and the new socialist ideology. .1here is no t1ird one. .       

Since we Communists haVc 121led in ndequrt1yoz1rrying out our tasks,
these sectionsg being morea1ticu12te thm the workers and taking 2 more
prominent part in th(: life 01‘ the African community, nepirinmg 2122 to live a
better and mo1e prosperovs life ~ think thisc2n best be acquired by adopte
ing_an attitude of 21a ish hedience to the ruling alas ; and they bark
1ouder 1nd corsistcht|3 1h sv_pport of their m:1ste s Mtginst our half—baked
commu.nists,

(‘S

The fact remains however, thrt 211 thes<2 seetions of thc Afr1c~n people
'have their grievancees against tqe pres cnt orLer of government."mh1 is in
our favour. And the present worldwwide conflagration is creating doubt in
their minds and making them receptive to our propagndu.

Scope 1or Orgah1rct10h11n1 -a11ghuvnmcnt among the Africans is great.
It is becéuse of lack of organisation and experience in organised struggm
that the position of the fjricens is p-rticul:111y depressive ¢h¢v~nn€ hbldein
contempt by othc1 s ectione better off. Out of a population of 7,0?., 000
Africans, only a few thousand are organised“ ind struggle to improve their
conditions. , ‘ '

1n 2rder to f10111t~tg the work 2f and nctivise African Party members, it
isnecessary to 2181013to fxrther on the genera1 tasks confronting themq
These tasks cons1st 21'; .

(a) 1inning ever greaterflhleIC Ff Africans to P:1rty
mCflbLITHLh‘ 1

a

(b) ielping them to Leduire thc required. knowledge
of Communism; and

organ121tions mad leeding the struggle

y needs and national and social emanci—

tions #1 the African people.

(c) building up mace

rfor th112y—to——Q

1pationof 211 Se

African/...
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African.Party members should he ablo to fulfil this, but in order to be

ahle to do so, it is essential that they arm themSleos fully with the theory
of Communism; as to how Communism is to be eStablished and how beneficial it
will be to the masses of people as cOmpared With the capitalist-imperialist
system. They should be well informed on economic, political and social condi—
tions opprtssing their people. PosSessing theme qualifications, plus enthusi—
asm, energy and initiative, Party members must on the whole prove to be the
most3capable leaders_umong thoir-peoplc. "| V ‘

‘,TThe need for capable and energetic'loadersamong Africans is.toeday greater
théh over. ;By their'activitios in the ranks of the people's organisations.
_und ofirrying on alI—round political exposure of the present system, Communists
will win influench and Confidence of the people as their indisputed‘leadors.i

Tm; __]_Lj)_UC‘AIi‘13_]_)_~ YOUTl-{L ,
Eu Besides the African teacher; priest and petty trader, there is another

much more important section of the people, the educated youth. The educated
youth constitute a tremendous potential revolutionary force. But this force
hhs been sadly neglected in the past by our Party. The theory and practice of
Communism is an all-rOuni, mAnyésided and worldewide scientific knowledge of
human society and naturilly the more educated a person is, the easier is he
able to unders and it; ‘Not only that, but the youth is the men in the mgkigg
hnd'is yet to take his full part in tho soeiety of to—morrow. He is to be
the worker, tvnchor, trader,'priest etc. of tho futurei Unlike the adult,
the youth_is as yet;not dofiled by and-saturated with the corrupting propa-
ganda of the ruling class, or dragooned by the forces if society.

 

   

'While the adult Working man must be approached by Communists from the
standpoint of his duy—to«dry grievances, exposing the present system Which
is responsible for his grievances and pointing out to him our solution -
Communism: this is not neCessarily so with the educated youth. The educat—
Ld youth must be directly presented with the philosophy of Communism “s a most(N

superior conception of nature and human society, and us the real solution to
cdpitalist-impcrialist slavery. This should be done by moans of discussions,
pamphlets, books and lcctures.

We must find ways and mouns of:

(a) getting propaganda tracts and books on Communism t0 the
students at high schools 9nd trpihing colleges;

.‘

A

0"
:
V initirting study classes; and

(e) fighting for or taking up the grievances of the African
students and demanding the same facilities as those
enjoyed by the white students. - -

While conducting propaganda, agitation find training for workers, youths,teachers and others, particular attuntion must be paid to individuals showingmore willingness to learn and who are active in the fight to imprvvo condi-tions of their pooplc9 and for freedom. Those who are more advanced shouldbe induced to organise study circles umong‘tho workers at thcir homeS, and toassist in the organising, agitution and propaganda work.

Let us stress the fact that the training of the educated youth in thetheory of Communism is tht finest investment in the movement, both fornational liberation and socialism. In pre—Soviet Russia it was, in France,China, India etc. today it is the students who play a very prominent part

in/....
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in leading theiievolutionurystru5gles and-raising high the banner of
Communism t0"the”oppres sedand w:zrawoaricé peoples..L<t us not forget, too,
that the most outstanding renowned and stepdfast Communists the world over
are dhieflythose who are in the .movement 5“no their student dayQ,-1ncluding
the illustrious Marx9 Lenin and -Sta11n. ' ' ' ' '

Today  evcrthdy_ is discussing the presgnt vorld—widb criticalsituQt1on
and is curious to_know Wh?t is to bQ the outc'dme and solution. NQW is _the
timQ forus to put forwardour so1ution, CommUnism, most clearlj .Lnd QnQrth—
icaily.’ Our contact with individurls th With organisations must be direct—
Qstolely with this object in view ¢_'to make Communists and awaken the '
revolutionary Consciousness of the masses” " ‘ L‘Z“V

' :John Gomas.

OOOOOOOO"_;m;1_11111_-_OOOOOOOb

”1 ”T.‘SH L 1 LP'UHA 0U D A. YOUIG WL\ DO . By R Wetts.

Comments ate somQtisz made bn lthQ prQsean inth<3 Communist'and near-
Communist mOVQant of healthy young mn,_to r11 »pp unccs eligiblé for
military serv:!CQ. There ars; some. such men. We '11 say Something abOut them
in a minute. But first a couple of COmantSO ‘ '

(1) In a \v.ur1d threatened NithaVictory for £0iscism, no—~0nQ in his
SQnSQs would jdin the Communist .Qrty or vny 10ft~1ing orgtqnisstiqn for the

'Sake of saving his skino advanced position o’n the field of battle is safe
and oomfgrtible 00mp;i.re.d with the position 01' a kfiown Communist or Socialist
in a fascist Qountrv Their fate is practicall; Qerta and cruel, as 18
shown by the prQriane of every fasc: Qucontrollbd country.

(2) ThQ onp1Q Who talk blatentlywof-revolution Qt thQ present time,
who throw their cynicisms'about on the subject. f the allied war efforts and
stir no finger to taKc part in.them§ are not the Communists or Socialists.
-Tth are thQ arm—chair theorisers, the escapists from reality who clutter up
every'movémentg The Communists,'facing rteity,-know that though A111Qd_
victory will not ushQr in the prOlctarian revolution, it will create more
favourable circumstances for the proletariat than any concoi.vab1e alternative
at.the present time, and thgt, however full of shortcomings thefillied war
effort may be itisan important factor :1n securin5 the Victory of the
Soviet Union énd thus of a_workers of the world“. It must therefore he
supported Wholbfhegrtbgly_‘ ' ‘ '

Why then dOQs the Communist Party not take part in recruiting_campaigns
2nd compel all its methrs Who arc Qligih1e to enter the armed forces?

The full utilisation of man (and woman) power which the Party
advocates needs to De planned. Maximum wa affort requires 8 scientific
allocation of labour_ power between the aimed fcchS, the supporting services
and the essential industries vQ use our influence in urging the GOVanant
to formuLate a definite policy to this and,“tointroduce nztiona1 re.gistra—
tionas a step towards its rQalisation, 1nd to perQre for the na.tional
conscription of labour and of wealth Without which plannihg fox Victory cannot

be complete. At present.7 vast resources of fightingngWQr-Qnd-labour power
arQ lying untapbed; owing to the racial policy of the Government. We believe
that underihressure of the tar this policy-Qan bQ=Q1thQd9 Eor us to throw our
limited rQsOurQQs fully into the recruiting campaign would, at the most, bring

'_" I 'i ' "“ " ' "‘~" “ 5 in/}..
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in a few hundred recruits (for, remember, most of those who listen to our
message are already pulling their weight in the national cause in one way or
another); For us to succeed in our efforts to secure justice for Non-
europeans in the armed ferces and their dependents, or to obtain concessions
which will make the Non-Europeans feel that they really have a stake in the
war, or in any other way to induce the Government to make this a real People's
War in which all races in the Union can pull their Wight, — — success in
such directions as these will strengthen.the national effort not by hundreds
but by scores of thousands Of men, and by the.creation of a new unity, a new‘
morale, a firmer determination to secure Victory at all cOsts and a deeper
understanding of the issues at stake which Will radically tranSform and re-
vitalise the whole wax effort.

The Party urges all of its members to identify themselves to the ut-
most with the war effort. But joining the armed forces is not, in every
case, the best way of serving the cause. The leadership of the Communist
Party both, among the fighting services and on the home front, is one of the
first essentials for an all-out war effort. Men and women are needed to make
this lead effectivo.. Sometimes ~each case must be judged individually- they
are-making a far bigger personal contribution to victory in this than in any
other work. ' ' ’

‘Our European population is riddled.through and through with Fifth
Columnists. Our Non—Europoen population is largely apathetic, uninterested
if not actively pro—Jepenese. .Who~but the Communist Party can counter these
dangers? The United Party, the Dominion Party, the Labour Party are all too
sectional.in their appeal.‘ What Afrikaner with his ingrained suspicion of .
imperialism, or what.Non—European revolted by the arrogance and oppression »
of the white men, would listen to reason or propaganda coming from such '
sburces?‘ Only the Communist Party can win the confidence of all sections of
the working class. 'Only the Communist Party can give the lead for a real
Eebpleis War. Only the Communist Party can voice the people's demand for
heal equality of sacrifice and for a real all—out war effort against fascism.
Only the Communist Party can provide the skilled leadership that will be
necessary to the workers and exéservicemen in the political and social
'Struggles that lie before them.

. The Party has no use for slackers and cowards. War or no war, such
people are a source of weekness to it. Those who are devoting themselves‘
unsparingly — as many of our Party comrades are ~ to the political '
tasks outlined above_are not likely to find oomfoft or persdnal rewards inv
doing so, but are defenitely “key men" in the present struggle.

OOOOOOOO ' OOOOOOOO

:[RESOLUTTON BY THE CENTRAL COMEHTTEE, COMMUNIST
‘PARTY‘QESOUTH'AFRICA2 ON THE ANGLO—SOVIET PACT.

—‘ ‘ The Central Committee welcomes the Pact as a ooptribution of out—
standing importance to the problem of defeating the Axis Powers and securing
a favourable and progressive settlement of post-war problems. V

 

'The Peat reaffirms the determination of the Governments of Greet
Britain and the Soviet Union to proseoute the war with all the.strength at

".‘their command until the enemy has been defeated. Both parties bind themselves
not to conclude'a seperate peace with any Government of any of the enemy‘
countries.that may be regarded as retaining militaristic and aggressive aims.

The/;..



The significance cf this provision is that the replacement of the Hitler and
Mussolini cliques by a militaLLry dictatorship will not be rage.rded as justify—
ing a sepa1at< peace. Thecnly kind of government with Which peace can bel
cOncluded is one bhaJ by JOTd and deed has shown a sincere desire to meinta
zndtstrenngCL peaceful roletions with other st?tes° . 1 , '- . : g J

The GQVernments o1 Grert Britain and the Soviet Union have in the
agreement between them.ndicated that the nature of the peace sett-lement.with
the enemy countries will be largel; dthrminuted big theextnt towhich the
peoples. of these.coumt1:1es pfirtioiphte in the destruction of the dictator—
ships that new rule orer them. definite responsibility is placed upon the
“people of Germanynd It11y to oo_,8ll.in their power to overthrow the Nazi
"and Friscisn criminals who have been dirently responsible.for the murderous
at acer lupo:1 DO'Pnfll and freedomfiloving peoples.

T‘he Pactincludes also a treaty of mutual EJsistance betWeen the two
Statesin the event of either being made the victim of unprovokefl attack by
one 01 more of thfi enemy “ountrj.es at any time during a period of 20 years
after the zessation of the waro This treety is in full Lc.cordafioe with
simi.13.1 uéLCumLY031h3q‘udefl. ow the SUViCt Jnion in past yearswith numerous
othef 1Wu1t11és The ob1igatin of mutu nssist3n30»Will contribute towards
the maintexmrce hf :tahTo an: geancful 1eanions between nations in years to
icomeo " ' ' I ' I ” ' _ '

The two G\VvlJflm~tu‘fluVGalso bounfl themselves to'utstain from ifitern
vention in the ih;e_:na]; affuirc'nf mtTer cOuntricsp The provision is Similar
to agreements previously entered into by the Soviet Union-, as With the
United States of Amer 01.. It is in harmfiny with the PcrL1l aims of Soviet.
policy that peep?“ sh0u16_be CllOWCd to work out their own d<stiny and.to-
determi.e thei1 form of government withiut exaernal in_terference. In terms
of the 1g1'“1e1.. Lh3ooopTc oi Germany, of Italy, es well as Of other
oOuntries. ma.3+ be gi.ven Jhe right to decid.e f0: themselves what ferm of
goverrmen; and :13 e organis;tior theyh~bsir;. ‘

 

 

‘Gne of the mer_t valuabjo consequenres of the Pact is that it serves to
éispel mistrust Lad suspicion on citier side. In paarticular, it gives the
.ie to glovps in Great 111tain, the United Stwtes of Amercia and elsewhere,
who hve been iaspi:c6 bzv their antagonism towards the Soviet Union to
sp1end sugpicion. to c1eatv n belief that'the Soviet UniOn may make a separ—

 
ate peaee W:Lch 11t'e1 be G—erflany, to'raiJethe cry that the Soviet Union
1nt-on1s to‘"bo3.hV,‘JJ““ Euroue. Ohhe othe:hnd arewtvhritq1n h?s bound
herself to reliain;110m intgzvxntJOH in_the i.htr;rnal affairs of the defeated
enemy countries after. tw1 warp ._ . _ ,.:.

The Central 'COImitteo”leVu thatthe mest e1ifchtive means Of imple—
mtjhg t11.nr"rehent is to atthk 1h< enemy countries on “11 fronts. It

therefore welcome the Sbuudnbn+ by the British Government thetie second
front will'be opened in W“.'\rn Europe i1 1942.

- ‘ » OOOOOOOO 1...1.. _OOOOOOOO_

 

  

 

DE A LEADINGITHC «

_hy Ray Alexander,

OUR PARS! .'ST BE  

1

Deiend SOUJHVA11"C m121flr must not ”end”

 

We hgve a O.prlfn o:n the go, Meetinga are being held,.leaflets‘
distributed. We are active“

Whet/. . . .
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What is going to happen when the cempaign"ends”? Will therre be a lull, a

time of sweet quietness until the next 09mpaign starts?

'ENol. We must get away from this habit of thinking in terms of campaigns.

Our party must always be on the go, our members always active. We must give‘

local‘and national leadership all the time. Only in this Way can the Party

be made into a force capable of standing up to its responsibilities.

Eyerz Part1 Member 3 Leader!

That is our aim — every member a leader in his factory and street.

-Our leadership is a collective leadership. That is, every member must

belong to a group which will help him or her to give leadership in the factory

or street or location.

Only when such groups have been set up will the Party be in a position

to give continuous, daily leadership on the local problems of the people, as

well as on the national questions.

From Groups'lnto Branches.

It should be the aim of the District Perty Committees to divide their

districts into areas with a Party group active in each area.

As soon as there are'enough members in a group — say from 20 or 30 up—

wards - the group should be formed into a Branch, with its own secretary,
treasurer, perhaps a literature secretary, and one or more committee members.

~ ,; It is only in the bigger centres that Branches can as yet be formed. But
even in the smaller towns, the aim should be to divide the members into area
groups.

Only decentralisation alOng these lines can transform the Party from a

general agitational and propaganda body into a continuously ective leadership
of the people in all their difficulties.

The task of the branch or group is to apply the general policy of the
Party in a_concrete and direct manner in their areas where they can come into
close and even intimate contest with the people.

Ehe Importance Of The Branch Secretaix.

He must be the driving force. Someone who is a good mixer, who studies
the Party members and knows the job for which each one is best suited, end who
knows what is going on in his area.'

He must not be a mere handy~man, who over-burdens himself with a mass of
organisational work, such as distributing leaflets and selling our papers.

He should Share in this work as a valuable means of getting first-hand
experience of difficulties and coming into contact with the people.

But his main tasks are to study the needs of the area, plan a constant
series of activities around those needs, and allocate the work to the members
of the branch.

The Secretsery should find out who are the municipal, provincial council
and p(.rliamentecry representatives in his area, see that resolutions are sent
to them, organise deputations to them, put pressure on them all the time for
the carrying out of local demands. ' Let/



_ 8 _
nut him get t'J know the lending tISGe unionists and other prominent leaders

of the people. We must learn to work With such people,'hna to expose those

Who enter "POlitiq$” only for What they can get out of it for themselves.

Trainin fo Leadershi>   
a Leaders' den‘tdrop from the SkieS; theyhave to be built up together With
the Party. “

Comrades Who Show themsSelves to be politically and organisationally reliable
and Who give the correct lead and organise the people into action for their
ihterests,0hSVe the making of léhders. ’ '

Such comrades Should be given Special politice1 training, Organise Special
classes for them in week-ends and on holidays. Teach them the working of the
wpitlr1ist system and' how to work for sooialism. .4 I

They neea not only theory, but elementary guid1nce in prfctical organisa—
tion° How to prepare for 8 meeting, or organise_ a conference in the area on
a Special issue, hoW to conduct br1nch work and d.r1ft leaflets. They must
be trained to iraft resolutions and reports for the press.

Give Recruits a Chance to become Mass LeiderS;"S .__..— .__—p...  

 

Think of the rate at Which workers of alI r9Ces are joining the Party.
Think of the serious political phase through Which We are passing. Can we
come to any other conclusion then that the training of our new members is the
moSt imgortant organisationfl ask that we must face.
 

 

Study claSseS, of course; but also practical experience of Eglitiggl work.
That is What they must_get. In particulgr our African, Coloured and Indian
recruits. -Most of them are workers, few hz1ve,hud much experience in trade
'union or other working'claSS organis1tions. Whet.many have.had is experience
.5n some SportS club or church Where they h:wv laornttS11lvork — collective
leadership. That is uSSefu1,but it is not enougho

They mustbe given the genera].politica1 bCkground, theknoWledge of the
capitalist.Stete, the traditionjof the working class movement Which our
White comrades can acquire So _much more easily;-

Whet is mOre, they ImuSt be given all possible oppOr+unity to go forw1rd¢
We arethe only- o1-rty Without_ a Coiofir bar. But our unti-colour b1r policy

1emands muoh more frOm us thah verbal pioteSt or other forms of agiteStion
against race oppresSion.' It demahdSthat' in Our own rankS poSitive steps
should be taken to developand train Noon—European comr1des for leadership.

4

£911ective LeaderShiD inF1ct as Well as in Form..
 

  
  

Our more adV?need comradesS, who are usually White because of the Superior
soni_a1 advantages of the European Section, Should Step back where necessary
to allow Non—Europeans to take the 1<:ad.

In our committees and groups, do not Jet the position develop where one or
two comrades monopolise the discussion, examine the suhjéct under_ discussion

from every point of view,l1nalyse111 the acnectS — Snd leave nothing for

others to sayl

This practice deprives the less exferienced comrades,'Who.have not such

re1dy tongues, of the Shence to ShOW initi1tive and develop judgement. It is

the/OOC
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.the negation of co11ective 1Ladership.

' Rememer whvt Cbmradc Stalin oncesaid on this matters,

"Single persons cannot decide. The decisions of single persons are always,
vb.r nearly always, onc—side decisions. From the experiéncb of three révo1u—
tions we know that approximately out of every 100 decisions made by single
.persons0, ,thfit havq not bLen.tested and corrected collectively, 90 are one—
sidLQ'. 'H'.I" If I ' f i j , ,

Follow this idea, and we sh:111 have many more members who van lead in
. and outside the PprtyI.

- This dees not mean that morL advznced comrhdes, especially branch
secretaries, should not think herd and takL the lead. A great deal indeed
Idepends Ln how much. studied prepa ation goLs into a campaign or decision of
p011cy. j '

But the aim should all thL time bL to draw others into the discussion,
to get them to describe their CXpCTiCnCCS, and to give thLm responsibilities.

Give all our comrades a.Ichanceto think and act.

The Imgortance of Local Po1itics.

, One last point. Let the Br:ncthand Groups get theirroots into the
pLople in their localitIies. . 1 - . .

 

In_ a rLuLnt st?tcment,the. CLntrL1 Committee ofthe British Commuhist
Party said this°

!"WL cunnbt bL srtisfiod with the present position where our Pp1rty hardly
counts so far as municipal politiCs are conchned." It- is this attention
to municipal politics that has been the hackbone of the Labour Party.
It is through this that they are able to retain their lead'Irship over
decisive chtions of thL onrkers, for it is to the Labour. arty that
the. people go for advice and leadership on questions such as housing,
LducatiOn, transport, sanitation, child WLlfare and rating problems.

We must ensure nOW that wherever there is a branch of the
Communist Party, it is brganiSLd to play itspart in such questions;
'thatthc Branch CommitteLe understand that itpis ”as impOrtaht to dis—
cuss whot the Prtrty h1s to proposL on thLSL issues in particular
villages, towns nnd cities, as itis to discuSS the issues Pffecting
the workLrs in a pit, factory or Shipy1rd”. " ‘ ~

We in South Africa havL a great opportunity ijbeboming the lbcal
leadership of the peopleL Let's getdown to the job,

OOOQOOOO_ -,, . OOQOOOOOp-c-—~~__.._—u—_

We publish below the text of some of thL most
important resolutions adopted 1t thL enlarged
Central Committbe Meeting of thL Party held Lt
Port Elizabeth during Easter. The present Party ~'
National Canpaign was launched as a result of this
WLcting. All Party members should study these
esolutions carcfu11y so as to undo1st1nd them fully.

RESOLUTIONS/ . . .
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E§§OLUTIONS ON THE WAR.

_Thie enlarged-Gentral Committee meeting of the Communist Party of South
Africa-reaffirms the Party declaration that victory over the Fascist Axis
powers, Germany, Italy and Japan by the world alliance Of peoples headed by the
Soviet Union, Britain, China and America, is in the interests of the people
of South Africa. The Central Committee pledges the full support of the
Communist- Party for- every measure directed towards the speedy defeat Qf the
'rascist enemieS.. ~ '

The thtinueddvence of Japan.and the threatened offensive of Germany
and Italy create 3 situation of extreme gravity. Sofibh Africa 's strategic
position places us in danger of direct attack. In order that South Africa
may play its full part in the world ellience9rand to secure our country
against' attack, the Centre1 Committee of the Cemmunist Party proposes the
following immediate and urgent meesures:

l. The immediate anming and full training in all sections of the armed forces
_of non—Eurepeens as the most vital and urgent step to be taken, and the
admission of non-Europeans to the army on an equal basis with Europeans;

2. the provision of a proper and comprehensive system of air raid protection
for all sections of the people;

31 Institution of a proper system of home defence to include every section
of the population;

4. ’State prevision for improved pay, family allewence end pensions for all
.soldiers and prdper support for returned soldiers;

9. Fullest mobilisation.end development of the preductive resources_of the
'country by° _ . .

(a) the esteblishment of workers production committees;~
.(b) elimination of waste and inefficiency in industry;

20) transference of all induetfies to a War basis; -
d) the abolition of the "eost plus 10%” system in war contracts

(e) the closing down of all unes:3a;ntial industry and the :opening

'up ef neW'war industries; ‘
gf)abolition of colour bare and craft barriers; and

'g) improvement ef-Wenes and conditions to ensure the highest

efficiency. ‘ '

6.. The introduction of a netienal register as an essential measure for the
full industrial ehd military mobilieation of men- ~power,

7‘ The suppression of Fascist and Fifth Column organisations and the arrest
.of their leadere.

8. The clesest relations of friendship and mutual aid with the Union of
Socialist Soviet Republics;

‘3; Proper rationing of food supplies, increa.sed food production by means of:
" (a ) State Planning and esgistanoe tosmall farmers;

,(b) the development of 1dle land and the extennsion .of_ land to non—

Europe?n small farmers to enable them to produce adequate food
.1, for the people; and

(c) the abolition of all forms of control which restrict and hamper

the distribution of food. .

In/}..
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In order to secure the effectiveness of these measures and to achieve
the unity of all sections of the South African people for defence and victory,
harsh and discriminatory measures Which oppress the non—Europeans in partic-
ular, and stand in the way of their whole-hearted participation in the war,
must be abolished, such as: ‘ ‘ .

éa) the Pass Laws, Poll Tax and Permit system; 2 ,. '
b) Non—recognition of African Trade Unions under the I.C.Act;
(0) Police raids for passes, beer and similar offences; and
(d),segregation and the withholding of trading rights to

nen-Euroyeans._ . .\ .

In view of the extreme urgency of the situation, the Central Committee
resolves that all our energies be directed to carrying this message to all
the people of South Africa and that a National Campaign for this purpose be
immediately launched. ‘ ‘

RESOLUTIONS ONPARTY ORGANISATION. ‘ ' 1..

la This enlarged meeting of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of
South Africa recognizing that only a well-organised; disciplined and
efficient mass Communist Party can lead the people of South Africa in the
struggle for a hundred per cent war effort, declares that all Party Groups,
Districts and Branches muSt be placed on a sound organisational basis so
as to be able to carry out the tasks imposed on the Party.

2. It declares that such an efficient, well—organised and disciplined Party
'ean only be built on the basis of each Party member belonging to and doing
wcmk in a Group or unit of the Party. It therefore recommends that an‘
immediate instruction be issued to all Districts, Branches and Groups to
reorganise their work on this basis.

5. This meeting declares that the present situation makes it imperative to
‘3, win“oVer the largest possible section of European workers to the policy

of the Party. It therefore resolves that every effort shall be made to
extend the influence of the Party amongst the European workers and the
Trade Unions so as to bring them into closer co—operation with the Party
and its policies. ’

4, This meeting resolves that etery effort be made by the Districts, Branches
and Groups to increase the Party membership and that recruiting campaigns
for Party membership be held in the various Districts and areas.

5. That in order to carry out effectively the programme of the Party, eyery
Party member must be drawn into Some aspect of Party‘work. ‘This'meeting
regards it as the duty of every Party member to undertake his or her
proper share of Work on behalf of the_Party and any failure to do so can
under present circumstances, only be considered as a serious dereliction
of duty to the Party and the entire working—claSSe “

6. In-order to build a strong and Welludisciplined Party it is neeessary that
' all Party members shall receive a thorough training and political education.

This meeting therefore instructs all Party Groups and Districts and
Branches to carry our proper schemes for Party education. This meeting
instructs the P.B. to draw up a National syllabus for Party education for
circulation among all Partchentres. '

'7/....
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7. This meeting. cohsiders it essential that a National Organiser beappoint—
ed and that recommendations be called for from the various Districts and
Groups fer.asu1teble erSon.
Sugge_stiens as hoW tQ meet Cthe eXpenses -ef such anOrganiser should be .
considered by the Districts and Groups And be submitted to_ the _P. B.

OOOOOOOO 'OOQQOOOO

RECENT TTQTY LITERATURE._-__————___._.

 

. . ' By G.s.
Japan — Friend or Foe? by Moses Kotune '
Away With the Passes. Johannesburg D.P.C.
10.000.000 for Freedom. do.
Arm the People. “do.
Keep calm — don't panic. rDurban D.P.C.
Protect Capetown. Cape Town D.?.C‘
Seven Words. . ' do. '
Vier Woorde. ., dOr
Meet the Communists. do.
A New Year's Message.' ‘ do.

The past. siX months have been charaetLrised by an increase in party
activity. Party literature has shown a corresponding increase in quantity
and quality. The pamphlets listed above are all good but we must Widen the
scope and distribution of our literature if we Are to f?ce up to the serious
tasks of our times. ' » A ”

Paper restrictions msz it difficult to publish as meny pemphlets es the

situation demands.' But While the Party shoul‘d co—ope1£)te loyally With the
Paper Controllei in the conserv:tien of pMpr, it should aTSo be stressed
that the promNezi ELhd Fascist press is ObtAining adequate supplies. This
_1s an illustration of the hesitant msnner in Which the Government heals With
Fascist activities.

The times are grave. What is the most urgent tASK for us? We have to
do Whetwe 08n to defift the Fascist s. This is the most important task.
Everything else is subsidiary, for if the WAr ageAinst Fescism is lost, all
is lost. -Our chances of building a socialist South Africa, of ensuring
decent living conditions and security for our people, depend upon victory.

THEREFORE EVERYTHING MUST BE SbBORDINATED TO THIS.

Our literature must take this into account, particularly since there is
a Shortage of paper. It follows thpt pamphlets dealing With socialism in
the abstrsct, like ”MeLt the Communists", "Seven Words”, are luxuries Which
we cannot afford At the moment.

It is true that many are turning With new interest to the Communist Party
and its aims, end it is necessary to give them a general outline of Party
policy. Nevertheless, this must Wait until the urgent crisis of the moment
is over.

The C.?.S. pamphlets are examples of the kind of literature needed. So

also are the pamphlets issued by the Johannesburg District Committee on the
necessity of arming the non—European pe~ples. The Nev Year’s message issued
.:y the Lape Town D. P. C. is AnnAdmireble piece of work well-Written 2nd to
the point. The COVLr design might hAve been more worthy of the contents. /

i JApan/ . .



_. 15 _

'fthepan “—j'Ffiend of Foe" is also very timely and constructiVe.

But this is not enough. We need more pamphlets.dealing with immediate
problems, .We have not issued enough matter dealing with the neeesSity for
creating a second.front in the West. .This is new a matter of life and death.
South Africa has not made its voice heard sufficiently and yet the reverse
in Lybia makes it vital that such a diversion in Hitler's rear must be creat-
ed. To many of our people it is still a case of leaving it to be decided by
others. We have a stake in this issue and we MUST SPEAK OUT.

It is scandalofis to hear stories of workers slacking and of employers
who are concerned only with ihcreasing their profitd. We must expose these
evils and urge the formation of workers' production committees.

We need a labour research bureau which Will provide accurate information
about production possibilities.~ This does not require an elaborate organ—
isation, for much of what is needed can easily be found in existing public—
ations. For instance, it should be possible to give facts and figures with
regard to the necessity for restricting gold—mining. It is not enough to
ask abstractly for the closing down of the mines. This is not practice
at the moment unless we can ShOW that the immediate transfer of labour and
machinery to more useful fields.is possible. It is unlikely that we could
show it to be possible, but it is certain that the extention of mining
activity in this field is unnecessary and harmful. We should be able to
show in detail how much restriction is desirable. '

Our literature should reflect the urgency of the present situation.
The happenings of the next six months will decide the histcry of the next
twenty five years or more. Do comrades realise this sufficiently?

THE GOLD INDUSTRY IN SOUTH AFRICA.

The gold industry employs directly some 40.000 Europeans and nearly
400.000 Non-Europeans and indirectly another % million other people. The
'aggregate'payability is low compared with other countries.

T'The goIH refined each year rsslises about 110 million pounds. This is
exported and represents %‘of the value of the export trade of the country.
It provides a lahge revenue by taxation to the state. It attracts capital
to the country.

There is the immediate disadvantage that it takes up labour, machinery,
rail and shipping transport, needed.for both,the fighting forces and for
the transport of munitions of war. It bolsters up an unhealthy economic
system which will lead to economic slumps as the mines become exhausted.

In considering any change of policy, we must remember that there are
strong political considerations for maintaining the status quo9 because it is
an easy and profitable way to create uzemployment and to organise the general
economy of the state. On the other hand, as the monetary policy of the
Country is carried out in paper money, the gold itself is not used, and twice
as much employment Could be given if the gold was returned to the grcund as
fast as it was mined. ‘ fl .

By/....
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By creating a favourable trade balance 1n‘export1hg gold- as a commodity,
we import numelous luxuries and such essentials as machinery oil and rubber.
It is probable that industries could be develOped to produce many necessities
and the balanee could be met by existing exports other than gold,such as
wool, hides and basic metals. The balance of trade could be perty met
during the war, by the Leease-Lend Act as the U .S.A. are apparently keen to
extend the trade to this country.,

A We must remember that owing to the necessity Cf expanding the internal
markets, there must be a rise in the wages Of African labour. This will
increase the vAr1Ab1e capital of the geld mines. r

We must comelderthat steel produet1en in South AfricA is limited, hence
the number of individuAls that cAn be- changed from the gold industry to mun—
itions will at 11rst be smA11. Secondly, with reg?rd to the personnel of the
fighting forces,l it 1s futile to increese the size of the army unless there
1s a suffieient 1nerejse 1n indus'try' to supply the 12arger army.

a. A means cf nertying out the economic life of the country.
be Helps to devejop the Africans into a preleter1An e1ass.
c. Attracts capital to the country.
a. Pays eff-eapi-t’el debt, ’ "

Disadvantages:

'l _» r 1. ’: i_ 1' — Ia. Ohstructs the war industry.
h. Prelengs an unhealthy econpmic system. 1 > ‘

c. By Ieasen nf its Cflpprnaehing exhaustinn, 1t W111 produce by slump, anfl

by capitAl withdrawal, considerable social misery which will agAin be

intensiii‘1e'1 i: the eAlss WAr of profits versus standards of living.

A pelicymust therefore be Adveeated whereby the main industry of the

'0untry is chAnged to thAt of heavy And generalindustries in As shorts

time as possible, having the 1WmediAte view of previding fighting personnel

end war munitions and with a long distance aim of libereting the country

from the miseries ofabaekwmrd celoniel state and re.eurring slumps;

The keystene of this policy, as pointed eut1n.the van Eek report, is

the technical training of the -maSsges for these new industries. This train—

ing will take t1me end there-will be en.1nterve1 before these new develop—

ments have pregressed sufficiently to employ the labour formerly used by the

Cold 1h.dustry end to reorgenise the general economy of the State. The

difficu1ties of this interim- period msy bA, to A great extent, solved by

extracting enly the highest peying- ore from the mines,with the corresponding

minimum.use of 1Abeur And machinery. This process, knOWD:es plucking the

eyes out of the mines, is in effect, the climatic conclusion of the report.

00000000 00000000

- The above statement has been

endorSed hy the Pretoria Branch.



”FREEDOM" 2 BELONGS.TOYOU -1 USE IT 1””

If you have 1deas sbqut Party p011cy or organisation,
1f you have or1ticismsto eff_er, suggestions to make —let's have
them. ‘

I Any point bf viewwill be welcome9 as .long as it is
expressed with the aim of strengthening and developing the:working

class movement. -

Don't think that yoururknowledge and youruriaeas are familiar
to every one e189. Put them down on paper so t.hat others may have
the benefit_ of your experiences._

Don't go about grousing to yourself that this thing is
wrong in the Party or that something else should be done;Silence
won‘t"he1p to put them straight. You are the movement; its weak—

nesses are your weaknesses. Use ”Freedom” to overcome them.

1.

"Art1c1es are wanted on:

Questions of organisation — how to organise and run Party

branches, train new members, prepare for meetings,'get out
propaganda;

Questions of theory — our policy with regard to the national
front trade unions, colour bar, the_ republican. issue,. etc.

SoutthfTrCan histc>1r'y,3‘economics9 Social condit1ons

The recent Report of the Agricultural and Industrial Reguire-
ments Commission raises many important questions affecting the
future of the Labour Movement. Study this report and let us_.
have your opinions.

Remember that our Party'is built on a scientifid study of society;
.There must be continual discussion in our ranks about the problems
of the Labour movement. Only in this way can we have a live,
,1nte111gent and interested Party membership; which can lead the
people to Victory for Socialism.

So sit down end write your anticle for Freedom how ——
You can write in English, Afrikaans,-Xhosa, Zulu or any other.
of the African languages.

II II ‘
N H II H H I! II I! H H H H II [I H

h

Address articles to:

The Editor,

"FREEDOM"9
P. O. Box 1176,

CAPE TOWN.
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