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Spendthrift
- oftspring

« The Government is seeking new
« powers to bring errant homelands -
vinto line. It should exercise them ju-
;:gicz‘ously and even-handedly. :
et HE extraordinary events in Lebowa |
v have been a long time coming and Do %
" doubt foreshadow similer problems¥|

elsewhere. Of the six self-governing

_territories, only the books of KwaZulu and:

‘QwaQwa appear to reflect relatively hea.lth}
; ad.m.lmstrauons

- It is of course true to observe that Hendnk

Verwoerd and his apertheid architects gave

- birth to the unworkable and exorbitant home-

r.]land system, but the more pertinent question

"{s how President de Klerk's Government
. “hopes to handle the crumbling situation in Le-
| “bowa.
=~ In contemplating further-scrion against an
“increasingly petulant Chief Minister Nelson
“Ramodike and his big spenders, Reglonal and
“Land Affairs Minister Andre Fourie should
-',-l;ea.r in mind just who is bankrolling Lebowa

— the South African taxpayer.
Heftv salary increases awarded to Lebowa
ivﬂ servants — backdated for up to five
-« ears — are patently irresponsible given the
« .State of the homeland’s finances. Pretoma be-
i-latedly in our view, is contemplating getting
i< tough. The legislation tabled in Parliament
i"Ziving the President powers to effectively take
:“'over the administration of an ailing homeland
+“is a long overdue attempt to resolve an utterly
unacceptable situation.
* Significantly, it is not only the errant Le-
' bowa administration that is targeted. The
+.Government should also not hesitate to use its
= - power against other wayward and spendthrift.
+ administrations. Too often It has gone soft on
-the illegitimate offspring of apartheid. We
frust it will now use the full might of this
v legislation to call a speedy halt to a situa-
i tion which the country simply cannot afford,
..in financiai or any other terms.
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| Ex-Umkhonto e Sizwe
comamander Yacoob Abba

Omar has been 8 :
chief public relations
v for Armscor: ¥

aober 1. :

He is to repiace Johan
Adler, who left the cor-
poraton 1n May.

He said be would lke

his ANC memm-

ugh he was8

jolning Armscor as an -

_dividual and not a3 an
ANC repreaeumti‘v‘a.

Sources o Armscor
gaid the posting was &b
proved and negotiated
“at the highest jevel” in
the corporation and was
in line with
ecuttve  gen
Tieiman de
intention to0 make the
corpora.tion more ‘‘ac-
countable; ‘accesaible and
ransparent -

Abbg: Omar said he
was “excited bY the chal-
lenge’’ that his new job
preaented; pa.nicularly
since he would- be the

st-'ew-t‘:member of
the Armscor manage-
ment board: - - -
He would meke it s
task to assist Armscor
through the transition
process to 2 point where
the pamsmal could set
the paths for other areas
of the -manufacturing n-
dustry: " :
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Goldstone and peace accord
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Klerk

arrived at the United Nations
in New York for a meeting
with Secretary-General Bou-
tros Boutros-Ghali.

Government spokesman
Dave Steward said Mr De
Klerk and Mr Boutros-Ghali
would discuss normalisaiotn of
South Africa-United Nations
relations and the lifting of re-
maining sanctions.

This is expected to be trig-

gered by an announcement
rom African National Con-
gress leader Nelson Mandela to
the UN Special Committee
Against Apartheid in the Gen-
eral Assembly chamber today.

South African officials be-

lieve the General Assembly -

will meet next Friday to pass a
resolution to lift sanctions in
accordance with the announce-
ment Mr Mandela makes to-

day.

‘dela would make a “positi

of forelgn

pressur‘e'

PETER FABRICIUS
The Argus WW :
NEW YORK"-"-—"AG ANC Presi-|
dent Nelson Mandela prepared|
to signal the end of sar
here today, President de Kierk|
acknowledged at the United
Nations that mternatloﬁa
Eressure had played a part in

ringing about change in Sout .
Africa.

Replying to a quauon at e
UN headquarters after a
hour-long “constructive and
friendly” meeting with UN|
Secretary-General Bouiros|
Boutros-Ghali, Mr De Klerk{
said he was sure that interna-|
tional pressure “did have a
marked effect on the
debate”. . :

However, he also saiﬂ in
ply to the same question tt
sanctions had distorted |
economy and that South A
would pay the price for a
time to come. ;

Mr De Kierk welcomed the|
passing of the TEC Bill yester-|
day and said it meant that}
“that the process has really be-
come irreversible”.

He said the positive reactio
to the TEC Bill from the
government and others sub—,
stantiated this view.

Observers believe that Mr'
De Klerk was trying to pre-|
empt Mr Mandela’s speech anaE
that the White House reactior
— instead of
ter Mr Man ela s highly pul
cised speech — had helped
do that. Al
Mr De Klerk welcomed "ﬂ:j

coming toda

fact that “hopefully” Mr Man-|

and constructive” speech to
the UN Special Commitiee
Against Apartheid today and
would “come aboard” with all|
those parties, including In-|
katha, that said the time »Iet‘ ;
sanctions was past.

He did not expect a “sudden,
tremendous x” of inves‘g- 4
ment when sanctions went. E

Violence had affected the|
confidence of investors, who
were also waiting for a clearer|
message that their invest-
ments would be safe under a
new government. 1

He welcomed signs that the :
ANC, which had supported
failed economic policies, was
now realising the need for free
enterprise. i’\
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FLASHBACK: The picture which started the

furore. Archbishop Lawrence Henry gives
Holy Communion to Nelson Mandela.

Political Staff

sak.

lished.

DENNIS CRUYWAGEN

IN special circumstances non-
Roman Catholics may receive
holy communion, says Cape
Town Roman Catholic Arch-
bishop Lawrence Henry, who
has been widely criticised for
administering the sacrament to
Nelson Mandela and Allan Boe-

Pictures of the African Na-
tional Congress president, who
is a Methodist, taking commu-
nion have been widely pub-

In a letter to the Southern
Cross, the Catholic weekly
newspaper, Archbishop Henry
said Mr Mandela and Dr Boe-
sak, a member of the NG Sen-
dingkerk, had presented them-
selves for communion at St
Mary of the Angels Church in
Athlone during Mr Mandela’s
recent Western Cape tour.

“I have never in my over 30
years as a priest refused holy
communion to any persons who
presented themselves at the al-
tar with dignity and sincerity.”

The Vatican said that in gen-
eral the Catholic Church per-

mitted access to its eucharist
communion and to the sacra-
ments of penance and anoint-
ing of the sick “only to those
who share its oneness in faith,
worship and ecclesial life”,

In circumstances by way of
exception and under certain
conditions, “access to these
sacraments may be permitted
or even commended for Chris-
tians of other churches and ec-
clesial communities”.

Southern Cross editor Ber-
nard F Connor said in an edito-
rial there was nothing wrong
or unusual in giving commu-

Archbishop defends communion for Mandela

nion to whoever came forward
to receive.

At this solemn moment
priests welcomed others as
Christ did in good faith without
making any attempt to judge
their faith or morals.

Archbishop Henry said he
had heard a moving and inspir-
ing sermon preached in St
Mary of the Angels during the
service at which he gave com:-
munion to Mr Mandela.

The sermon was about the
need for the basic Christian
values of justice, compassion
reconciliation and peace

Government

seeks ‘broadest
agreement’

[]¢All views to be accommodated’

MICHAEL MORRIS
Political Correspondent
GOVERNMENT negotiators
are to intensify efforts to ac-
commodate Inkatha and right-
wing aspirations in the interim
constitution, following parlia-
ment’s overwhelming endorse-
ment ‘of the transition to a new
order.

Intensive bilateral meetings are
expected in the weeks ahead.

Parliamentary approval of the
four Kempton Park Bills — the
first legislation ever brought to
parliament with the blessing of

parties representing all South Afri--

cans — clears the way for negotia-
tors to tackle the interim constitu-
tion, the last major hurdle before
next year’s election.

The target date for the comple-
tion of the interim constitution is
the end of October, ahead of the
next special session of parliament
starting on November 8.

Shortly after MPs voted 211-36
to approve the far-reaching Transi-
tional Executive Council Bill —
with only the Conservative Party
and IFP dissenting — Minister of
Constitutional Development Roelf
Meyer said the government's chief
aim now was to achieve the broad-
est possible agreement on the con-
tent of the interim constitution.

“We are going ahead on a full-
time basis to negotiate with (the
IFP and Afrikaner Volksfront) to
ensure that.”

Mr Meyer, who said he was ‘“re-
lieved” at the passing of the TEC
Bill, said drawing the IFP and the
Afrikaner Volksfront back into the
talks was no longer a priority.

Seeking broad agreement on the
contents of the constitution was
now more important, and this
could be achieved through bilater-
al meetings.

He said the government would
press for “a maximum devolution
of powers to the regional and local
level”, but-would also work to “al-
low the broadest possible accom-
modation for the concept of self-
determination”.

If there were parties that did not
accept the government’s concept of
self-determination, “we would go
further and seek, with them, provi-
sions in the constitution to accom-
modate their concept on the basis
of a federal dispensation”.

Contrary to expectations, the
vote on the four Kempton Park
Bills proceeded without event.

The CP registered its dissent im-
mediately after the vote on the
TEC Bill by declaring the legisla-
tion a revolutionary act of abdica-
tion, and walking out of parliament
for the remainder of the session.

.




~ ForaBlack Role in (E?vernmen
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. JOHANNESBURG, Sept. 23 — After
a rollicking debate in which white sepa-
ratists denounced President F. W. de
Klerk’s chief negotiator as a “‘despica-
ble traitor’” to his race, the South Afri-
can Parliament bowed to the inevitable
today and approved a law giving
blacks their first official say in the
running of the country.

The legislation authorizes creation of
a transitional executive council, includ-
ing one representative each from all
the major political parties and jurisdic-
tions, to oversee Mr. de Klerk's Gov-
ernment in the months leading up to
the first universal election next April.

The ritual cleared the way for Nelson
Mandela to call for the lifting of the last
economic sanctions against South Af-
rica. He is expected to do so in a speech

| e =

‘mixed-race legislators without a dis-

tation in Parliament.

| demise. During four days of debate, the

| the transitional authority, warned of

‘By BILLKELLER
special to The New York Times

Friday at the United Nations in New
York. :
Passage of the measure was never in
doubt after negotiators from the major
black and white political parties ap-
: the draft on Sept. 7. Parliament
is dominated by Mr. de Klerk’s Nation-
al Party, and functions these days as a

glamorized notary public, rubber- .,

stamping decisions made in the multi-
party negotiating forum.

The legislation was approved 107 to
36 in the white House of Assembly, with
no defections from Mr. de Klerk’s par-
ty, and cleared the -separate, largely

less houses for Indians and

senting vote. Blacks have no represen-
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Black Government Role Approved in South Africa

.

clared Ferdi Hartzenberg, the Cb{;ser-
va rty leader, after the vote.

P ?

from the persistent violence in
_ck townships, and from

reedom Party. %

angosuthu Gatsha Buthelezi,
: lgader, has demanded that
rs first ag

%Qntinued From Page Al
, 4

ree to entrench thel

! " «path of Abdication’

Members- of the white separatist
Conservative Party seized the occasion
for a frenzied lament of apartheid’s

Conservatives howled in dismay at the
presence of the Communist Party in

civil war, and greeted Roelf Meyer, the

chief Government negotiator, with
shouts of “Traitor!” !

“The Government has finally put its
foot on the path of . abdication,” de-

Continued on Page A5, Column 1
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WY PETER PARRICIVS
© and CHRIS WHITFIELD

The passing of the Transition-
al Executive Council Bill has
accelerated the pace of South
Africa's transition, opening

sending an Invitation to the
world to rehabilitate this
long-{solated country.
© US President Bi!ll Clinton
boosted confidence in South
Afriea’s future with an upbeat
statement {rom the White
House last night, hailing the
TEC Bill ancd promising new
initiatlves to help restore eco-
nomic growth, -

Warm words also came
from the Commonwealth and
the European Community.

resident F W de Klerk and
ANC leader Neison Mandela
are both {n the United States
seeking to insplre an Interna-
tional commuznity that has
been growing doubtful about
the chances for a stable tran-
sition here. ;

Mandela is expected to call
for the iiftirg of all sanctions
other than the arms embargo
at a United Natlons session [n
New York later today —
bringing to an end a decades-
long struggie between the
ANC and Pretoria,

De Klerk, speaking earlier
at UN headquarters after an
hour-long “econstructive”
meeting with UN Secretary-
General Boutros Boutros.
Ghall, welcomed the passing
of the TEC Bill and said it
meant “the process has really
become irreversible”.

Mandela would make a “poai-

the door to democraey and

De Klerk said “hopefuily” "§

NOW for the next
and perhaps biggest
negotiating hurdle,
the interim.
constitution

—— e
. ————

tive"” speech to the UN Special
Committee’ Against Apartheld.
As it piloted the TEC Bill
through Parlfament in Cape
Town yesterday, the Gavern-
ment also extended an olive
branch to wary rightwingers.
Constitutional Development
Minister Roelf Meyer said the
Government was prepared to
seek a form of self-determina-
tion for Afrikaners in a feder-
al dispensation, and was ne-
gotiating with the Afrikaner
Volksfront. !
An overwhelming majority
in Parliament voted in favour
of the Bill, which will give

_— ——

black South Africans & mean- [

ingf{ul say in running the
country f{or the first time.

The Conservative Party,
which has vehemently reject-
ed the BIlll, reacted to the
passing of the legislation by
walking out of Parliament for
the remainder of this session,
which ends today. :

The ANC welcomed the Bill
a8 "a major victory for the
forees of peace and democra-
¢y at the multiparty negotia-
tions forum, and 2 severe de-
feat for the spoilers™.

Right-wing predictions that
National Party members were
poised to vote against the
TEC Bill were proved wrong
when only the Conservative
Party and Inkatha Freedom
Party opposed it.

After the result had been.|-

announced in Parliament, CP
leader Dr Ferdi Hartzenberg
rose on a point of order to say
that the Government had
begun the road to abdication.
The 32 CP MPs in the cham-
ber then filed out to sarcastic
shouts of “hamba kahle” {go
well) from members of other
parties.

Earlfer, Perliament had
also voted in favour of the in-
dependent Electora! Commis.
sion and Independent Media
Commission Bills. The CP op-
posed both of these but the
IFP supported them.

The TEC Bill now goes “on
ice” as negotiators tackle the
single biggest hurdle to a new
dispensation —- the interim
constitution.

- The Bill will become effec-

> To Page3
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Doors open
for new
South Africa

4 From Page 1

tive once & plenary -session of
-the muitiparty negouations pro-
cess has approved the interim
constitution.

The legislation makes provi-
slon for & muitiparty body to
monitor the actions of the Gov-
ernment, homeland authorities
and political parties during the
election campaign. It 18 designed
to epsure that no party s given
an unfair agvantage.

{n his White House statement
Clinton said: “Working with Con-

ess we plan soon to move
ahead on measures to engage
the resources of the American
private sector and the interna-
tional financial and donor cOm-
munity to assist South Africa.”

The passing of the Bill also
! brought an almost immediate

announcement by Capada that it
| would lift sanctions today.

Commonweelth Secretary-
General Chief Emeka Anyaoku
said it had cleared the way for
all Commonwealth govermenis
to hasten the process of lifing
sanctions.

At his press conference De
Klerk expressed confidence that
the first democratic election
would go ahead as planned. e
said the developments were eo-
couraging but warned aguinst
unreelistie expectations of im-
mediate and dramatlc invest-
ment in South Africa.

Violence had affected the con-
fidence of investors who were
alsoywaiting for a clearer mes
sage that thelr investments
would be safe in future.

i De Klerk did not fear a white
exodus but acknowledged that
emigration was increasing. But
the mood would change, he said,
when Parliament passed the in-
terim constitution later this year
and people realised it would cre=
ate a federal state in which the

rule of law would hold sway.
" He expressed confidence that
the [FP would “In ope W3, u¥
another’’ become part of the |
agreements reached. ;
L
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EBY PETER PARRICIVS
- and CHRIS WHITFTELD

The passing of the Transition-
al Executive Council Bill has
accelerated the pace of South
Africa’'s transition, opening

the door to democraey and

sending an invitation to the
world to rehabilitate this
long-{solated country.

© US President Bill Clinton
boosted confidence in South
Alriea's future with an upbeat
statement {rom the White
House last night, hailing the
TEC Bill and promising new
initiatives to help restore eco-
nomic growth.

Warm words also came
from the Commonwealth and
the European Community.

President F W de Klerk and

ANC leader Neison Mandela .

are beth in the United States
seeking to insplre an interna-
tional commuatty that has
been growing doubtful about
the chanees for a stable tran-
sition here. :

Mandela is expected to eall
for the lifting of all sanctions
other than the arms embargo
at a United Natlons session In
New York later today —
bringing to an end a decades-
long struggie between the
ANC and Pretoria,

De Klerk, speaking earlier
at UN headquarters after an
hour-long ''constructive”
meeting with UN Secretary-
General Boutros Boutros-
Ghali, welcomed the passing
of the TEC Bill and said it
meant “the process has really
become irreversible”.

De Klerk said “hopefuily”
Mandela would make a “posi-

NOW for the next
and perhaps biggest
negotiating hurdle,
the interim. .
constitution

<
———

tive” speech to the UN Special
Committee Against Apartheid.

As it piloted the TEC Bill
through Parliament in Cape
Town yesterday, the Govern-
ment also extended an olive
branch to wary rightwingers.
Constitutional Development
Minister Roelf Meyer said the
Government was prepared to
seek a form of self-determina-
tion for Afrikaners in a feder-
al dispensation, and was ne-
gotiating with the Afrikaner
Volksfront. s

An overwhelming majority
in Parliament voted in favour
of the Bill, which will give

e e

black South Africans & mean-
ingful say in running the
country for the first time.

The Conservative Party,
which has vehemently reject-
ed the Bill, reacted to the
passing of the legislation by
walking out of Parliament for
the remainder of this session,
which ends today. ;

The ANC welcomed the Bill
as "a major victory for the
forces of peace and democra-
¢y at the multiparty negotia-
tions forum, and a severe de-
feat for the spoilers™.

Right-wing predictions that
National Party members were
poised to vote against the
TEC Bill were proved wrong
when only the Conservative
Party and Inkatha Freedom
Party opposed it.

After the result had been.|-

announced in Parliament, CP
leader Dr Ferdi Hartzenberg
rose on a point of order to say
that the Government had
begun the road to abdication.
The 32 CP MPs in the cham-
ber then filed out to sarcastic
shouts of “hamba kahle” {go
well) from members of other
parties.

Earifer, Parliament had
also voted in favow- of the in-
dependent Electoral Commis-
sion and Independent Media
Commission Bills. The CP op-
posed both of these but the
IFP supported them.

The TEC Bill now goes “on
ice” as negotiators tackle the
single biggest hurdle to a new
dispensation — the interim
constitution.

The Bill will become effec.
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SOUTH AFRICA moved a
step closer to democracy and
the end of white-minority rule
yesterday when the oulgoing
white-dominated parliament
overwhelmingly endorsed
islation for a muiti-racial
transitional councii.

In a joint sitting, the three
houses — white, mixed-race,
and Indian — backed by 21]
votes to 36 the draft Bill for
the Transitional! Executive
Council which was drawn up
I and approved at the mull;.

-

Vote brings democracy step closer |

By Alec Russeli In Johanneshurg
party democracy talks two become operational it needs

weeks ago,

The council, designed. 1o
“level the political playing
field” in the countdown to
next April's election, will
give pon-whites their first
say in South Africa’s deci-
sion-making processes for
three centunies,

Yesterday’s decision was
effectively a rubber-stamp.
Before the council cam

the approval of political lead.
ers and agreement also has
10 be reached on the draft of
an interim constitution.
However, 1tbe vote
removes one of the last barri-
ers 10 apartbheid being
declared truly dead, and
clears the way for Nelson
Mandela 10 urge the United
Nations today to )ift remain-
ing sanctions. The oniy dis-

I
senters. were from the far. |
Right Conservative Party
and the mainly-Zuly Inkaths
Freedom Parly, which are
insisting oo regional auton-
omy and thal the final consti-
lulion is drawn up before the
elections. l
The Conservative leader,
Dr Ferdi Hartzenberg, sa:d |
his party would never be sub-
ject to the provisions of the |
council and said the chance |
of 3 peaceful solution was '
being destroyed. |
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90 years of ex_nbzugo_eg_@mrd against apartheid se

| Lift last sanctions
on South Africa,

By Francls Harris at the United Natlons
and Alec Russel! in Johannesburg

NELSON MANDELA, African National
Congress leader, IS expected fo tell the
| United Nations in New York today that it 1s
| tune to end the rematning irade and financial
sanctions against South Africa

His call will herald an end tu 20 years of
interrupted world trade with South Africa
and allow the world commuanity 10 acknow-
icdge formally the demisc of apartheid and
approach of frce clections next ycar

The most important remaining sanctions
are those which bar loans from the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund. But the UN has also
maintained a serics of measures, including a
mandatory arms embargo and a voluntary
ban on oil and financial dealings 1t was not
clear last night whether M Mandela w ould
also call for an ¢nd to the arms cembargo.

Britain and many of South Africa’s other
major trading partacrs have already lifted
most sanctions. RBut British arms suppliers
are known to be keen 10 reswine trade.

The American government and many US
ctate legislatures gtill maintain financial
sanctions, which are expected now to he
lifted

The move could also allow Gouth Africa to
resume 1§ seatin the UN General Asscmbly.
from which it was barred in 1974

Since the lifting of the ban on the ANC in
1990, Mr Mandela has been able to beguile
and cajole both the international community
and the South African governinent with the
possibility that he would shortly call for the
lifting of sanctions.

This summer, with an almost monotonous
1 regularity, the ANC iead[vrship has hinted at
| a different date for making its call, and then
| changed its mind.

In July, diplomatic sources were con
vinced that Mr Mandela would make the
appeal in the prescnce of President Clinton
when he and president dc Klerk received the
Liberty Medal in washinglon. But relations
between the two South African Jeaders
sourcd, progress slowed on the political
setilement, and the moment passed

[f. as expected, Mr Mandela changes the
ANC stance 10day, he will tacitly concede
that South Africa has broken free of the
apartheid mould and is eligible to be wel
comed back to the international community

Amid the dramas of last ycar and this
spring, Mr Mandela would never have c¢on-
sidered calling for an end 1o sanctions,
thercby conferring a form of approval and
even legitimacy on Mr de Klerk, before the
ANC had a stake in powel.

Since the multi-party talks reopened 10
April, the ANC and the government have
been working virtually in tandern, both moti-
vated by the need for a settlement to avoid
lunherldcfectians to the extremes of thewr
respective constituencies.

So today, Mr Mandela is li
pragmatism, for he and Mr de Klerk are
clearly in search of the same end: a demo
cratic multi-racial election and a new South

Africa

My Mandela in London vesterday on
his way to the UN  Picttere: Bussell Clisby
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( to fall away

Fight goes
on though
battle has
been won

South Africawants UN
sanctions to end, but the
anti-apartheid industry
will take longer o die.

francls Harrls reports
fromthe United Nations
ON the 33rd floor of the
New York, the calm of the
pleasant cuite huusing the
organisation’s Centre |
Against Apartheid is dis-
turbed only by the gentle rus- |
the hands of bored staft.

Phones are silent, and Mr
Johan Nordenfelt, the UN
official oversceling the
struggle

iving visitors. \

1t is not hard to see why. |

South Africa has not applied |

apartheid for more than two )
vears, and Mr Nordenfelt's

No-one Knows quite haw
much the UN is spending in
the fight against @ dead sys-
tem, of how many staff it
employs Lo assist an already
is thought tv be considerable.

The oftice i little more
than @& scn{imcntaily-main-
tained museum (o the UN’s
glory days,
staff, and the UN's anti-
apanhcid radio unit, which |
produces material for radio
stations, has another 13.
Other parts of the UN system

Awure of the silliness of
continuing to struggle
against & defeated system,
Ms Cynthia Henry, the radio
unit's director, said: “The

“There is 8 financial ¢risls
and there may be people who
will describe our work as
dead and huried.”

But as diplomats point out,
dmninated General Assems
bly to change anything 1s
extremely difficult.

Together, blacks and
whites in South Africe may
General Assembly to LMt
sanctions. But geiting the
warriors of the South Afri-
can slrug%le off the world
payroll will prove harder.

UN is so slow to adapt it may
. become & living museum for
| (he political issucs of the late
20th century, long after
they've been solved,” one dipe

United Nations skyscraperin
tle of newspapers turning in '\
|
|
against apartheid, is
not rece
*ffice is under-cmployed.
victorious movement, but it
The centre has at Jeast 20
also contribute.
shiop could be closed.
gelting the Third World-
e able to persuade the UN
“gometlimes you Sense the
lomat said, A%

o
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President de Klerk. But in the townships
the scarch for peace is becoming desperate

By MicHare HAMIYN AND JAMIES BONE

SOUTH Africa took an impor-
tant step towards democracy
yesterday when  parliament
passed  legislation  giving
blacks their first taste * of
political power

President de Klerk, in New
York 1o meet business leaders
hefore the expected lifting of
sanciinns, yesterday became
the first South African head of

siate to Visit United Nations

headquarters in two decades
lie had talks there with
Boutruos Boutros Ghalb, 1he
secrelary-general. :

Commenting on the passing
of the bill sciting up a transi-
tional executive council 10
oversee the run-up to next
April's first all-race elections,
Mr de Klerk described yester-
day as a “historic day" for
South Africa. “This marks
clezrly another turning point,
another milestonc in the pro-
cess |of achicving democracy],
and 1 have no doubt that we
cin now confidently say that
the process has really and
finally become irreversible,”
he said.

Nelson Mandela, president
of the African National Con-
gress, who is also in New
York, 1s expected to call for the
lifting of ull the remaining
non-military sanctions against
Scuth Africa when he address-
es the UN commiltee against
apartheid today.

The South African parlia- .
ment yesterday also passed

two other hills dealing with
next  year's E"t‘ff!fln‘-’. 'jhf'}'
were (he independent media
cominission bill, which aims

De Klerk: will be uskeci.
to discuss peace plan ¢

to prevent unfair use of gov-
crmmentowned  newsSpapers
and the broadcasting mgsha

during the clection campaign, |
and the independent electoral |

commussion bill

The transitional council bill
was approved despite the ob-
jections of the right-wing Con-
servative  Party and  the
Inkatha Preedom Party. Ferdt
Hartzenberg, the Conserva-
tive leader, said the legislation
was a constitutional revolu-
tion that would transfer power
1o the ANC-Communist Party
alliance. He said Afrikaners
would never subject them-
selves 10 11§ provisions,

Immediatcly the Speaker
announced the result — the
bill was passed by 211 votes 10
36 in a joint sitting of the threc
houses of the parhament —
Mr Harzenberg said that the
government had finally put its
foot un the path of abdication
tie then asked that his party
be excused from the rest of the
session, which ends today,
and led his MPs from the
chamber.
" In the townships on the
eastern Witwatersrand the
decath toll continues to rise,
provoking increasingly des-
perale calls for peace and the
launch of a nationul peace-
pledge signatur¢ campaign.
‘The organisers of the signa-
ture crusade, the National
Peace Campaign. which

“organised the national day of

peace al the beginning of the
month, now plan u gathering
of the country's lcaders at
which the peace petitions will
be presented. The leaders will

|

be from other spheres, includ- |

ing the political.
The organisers say the lead-

ers will be asked 1o discuss a

common strategy for peace,
They willanclude President de
Kletk, Mr Mandela and Chief
Mangosuthu Buthelezi, the
chief minister of KwaZulu and
president of Inkatha.

“To associate themselves
with this event, we are calling
on all South Africans to switch
off their lights and light a
candle for peace,” said Jayen-
dra Naidoo, a trade union
leader who acts as the conven-
er of the peace campalgn. Its
officials expect to gather at
least seven million signatures.
“This is an Awarcness can-
paign,” Mr Naidoo said.
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- Homeland
- plan for

SA whites ‘

: tan Science Monitor today.'

ANC in secret talks |1 s o |
| dent, John Battersby, reports
}that the Initial meeting took
lace six weeks 4g0 and has

with Afrikaner right 5 5E 558

The substance of the agreo- {
ment is that the AVF wil] par- ji
T T e e RN s ]| ticipato in the April election in
David Berostord ([ BOTSWANA KZRMBASWE Sl rcturn for an undertaking that
In Johannesburg i \ their demand for a semy-auton. |
L R R s { | omous Afrikaner homeland ls!
| acknowledged in an interim

]

Prefona
HE AFRICAN | [Jehannesturg
National Congress | ' || constitution®. The report |
and South African || 1Ry quotes a sentor AVE official as ||
rightwing extrem o : Jow | 8aying an annhouncement about I
I5ts are believed to | 4 : : ; ecret talks would be made |
he prog 4ring to an. :Sa,é;?"‘ﬂ r | “1n a day or so", l
niounce a constitutional deal ;AF 1 | (o It says the Conscrvative 11
which would recogiiise de- L | Party = the largest single |
mands fur an frikaner “home. (/ ‘ grouping in the AVF — ang the |

8
[
=
2|

land" in 1 tor Afrikaner neo-Nazi Afrikaner W&er‘ g
undertakiy W00 to opl for ® 'sf-'lrlfi.‘xbe'&!;'ging (AWD)
; g ! L@Q.n'!g_// | Témained outside the negotia. |
I comes after secret | /¢ of | tions because of their 0pposi- ,’
talks betwoen the ANC leader, | | J - 01 to (Rlks with the ANC
Nelson Mandela, and the head | | Port Eivabetn 24 4 G | The Volksfront published a |
of the Afrkanor Volksfront SAL O i W[ [ map in July showing the
(AVF), General Constand Vil | % R - 7| { boundartes of ity proposed
Joen. The deal would represent | K 1 it is based on parlia.
& breakthrough in the search | » Al oo ; | mentary constituencies held by
for a peacetu (Hement | o "r‘_"_“““' ¥ P | the Cunservative Party, cover.
News ot :seeret talks | Homeland § g ing large tracts of the Trans.
emerged yesterday as the Cape 7 " | vaal and the Orange Free State,
Town parliamen an with a strip of territory giving
overwhelming m Fily Inea- | sents nost rightwing political | accoss to the sea at the east [
sures to give 5 their first | groupings in the country and | coast port of Richard's Bay
' | Whose leadership includes 15 | This white state, embracing /'
about 16 per cent of South Afri. |

C | relired generals |
The deal, if condfirmed ang | ca’s territory, would exclude —

5 | maintained, s likely to prove | but surround — g so-called met. J
fehtrcmc-i,v controversjal. [t | ropolitan area, including Jo.
| wolld probably prompt a Split | hannesburge and the heavily ip-
[ In rightwing ranks that wouwld { dustrialised gold fields belt.

{ help detuse the threat of an Af [ Us emergence from

i “ariings | rikancr rebelljon, It would also | re ent earlier this year,

by the Cons 5 that the | make the April 27 election date | Gen Viljoen — commended by
creation ich a councf) more feasible, and add pressure | the n Ty as South Africa's
would amo 0 & dcclaration [to the Inkatha leader, Chief | Romm s proved surpris-
} e was without Mangosuthu Buthelezi, to ingly moderate in his rhetorie,
retum to the talks, though he has warned of the

~ CYenls In parliament | Op e ANC’s side, the deal dangers of rebelllon if Afrika.

have be overshadowed b;,'l would amount to tacit recogni- | ner demands are not addressed,

|
|
|

News of the neg Uations be. | tion of (e inevitabllity of a de- Mr Mandela's initiative fg
tween Mr M la and Gen Vil volution of centes) government | likely to be resented by black
n, the fa nead of the f powers to ethnically-based militants, who will see it as a
outh Af 1 Defence Foree reglonal states copromise with extremism.
(SADF) ‘ads the AVEF — j The sceret Negotiations be | But the ANC leader has repeat.
an Umbrella’ orpang satlon | tween My Mandela and Gen Vil { edly warned of the dangers of
iaunched jn May which repre- ||J-:»en arc disclosed by the Chris- | confrontation with (ke right.
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ARLY one regent Sunday moming
black tax! driver crulsing lower
Houghton wis (lagged down by a tall
gey-halred gemteman, It was only
r the man had taken bis seat that the drive
realised he was glving 2 ride to African
Natienal Congress lealer Nelson Mandela
Maondeta g attorney, Ismael Aycb had
been C‘inpc'_cl!efd to ¢haulleur hi
had got stuck behind a fun run
herm suburbs Ayeb arrived, p
en and five minutes lage o find

vin

£ & pleas

1 8.30am

ntessential
m figh

hand, He
Ivaonons

Professo:
relaked, and openediup e nEwWspaper

A few munutes Lite, he peeked out

“You know 1 met the AWD last week,” he
sald, fashing a boyish grin

te described the mecting, in a Beaulort
Weat  hotel. The local Afrikaner
Weerstandsbeweging leadership had request-
ed it, Ryghtwing demonstrators were outside.
protesting against Mandela's prescnce,
threatening to come 1o blows with his ANC fol-
lowers. | §

Mandela ordered the AWB commangier and
his sideigck. a member of the Ystergaagde, be
disarmed at the doar by ANC secunty. “They
came in,” satd Mandela, *1 said alt down, They
refused. 1 told them to sit down a second
time.” They sat down., "

Mandela asked them to sy why they had
come. The AWB comnmander sald he had a
warning for Mandet. “1 want to wam you: if
snyone touches a hair on the head of any of
my people. we'll retaliate

Mandela satd he responded by polnting out
that the ANC was the biggest political organt-
sation in South Africa. and that it had fought
and won the battle against apartheid. “You
don't have to com¢ here and warn us, You
don't even have thie capagity to carry your
warnings out,” he told them.

lHe softened as the meetng concludexd. He
complimented the AWB captain for coming to
speak to the ANC, ~This 14 the way we ought to
do things In South Africa.” he said.

The rest of Beaufort West — including the
National Party ¢councillors and the ANC —
found Mandela's fripndliness to the AWB puz-

| Dignified, courteous and able to cut through
 bitterness and confict to find e human note

MHetgon Mandela PMOTOORAPH GUY ADAMS
He sald he had explained again the
importance of Lstening to all viewa
The story éncapsulates the Mandela
I n who would be cour-
he ran into him
crang the relationshup
of Baasskap, the kallle getung the better of the
racist

One of A

of Mandela's greatest
chunge in South Afrfca has
v peaple reiate to o
deny that the inost m
p tn this country has becn between
Mandela and President FW de Klerk?
he dwelt at length op the
t al tn the relationship
f Mandela felt personally
affronted Ly De Klerk

Gne was after the signing of the Record of
Understar r e Klerk hiud cd for both
leaders Lo atop thetr public slugiest. Two days
later, at the Capc congress of the NP. he
launched a particularly olic ALtack on
Mandela.

The other was what Mandela regarded as
De Klerk double-cross over Uit makeup of the
SABC board. The state president had
promised to consult Mandsla tf he were to
demand any changes In the board Then he
made the changes without saying anythung It
wus this mnore than anything tiat led to the
acrimonious exchanges tn the United States
{n July. Mandela himself had urged De Klerk
to join him In the US, emphasising the need
for the two men to speak with one South
Africon volee

De Klerk has always used one excuse,
Dating back to the first meeting belween the
two men, when Mandela was still a prisoner.
he has sald he has to tread softly with the
rightwing in the cabinet. It ls a claim that
Mandela gencrously accepts.

®\elson Mandela 1s the

- quintessential Georglan
gentleman, the
frcedom fighter with
impeccable man ners®

And there remains a scnse of a bond with
D Klerls, “) respert hum, " says Mandela, “Tie1a
smart .. [ st see him a3 a man of integrity.”

Mandcla's gieat Akill ts Tus ability to com
mntcate directly to people. Given a prepared
speechy. he appears wooden and ponderous.
W 18 among his admuers. shaning hands
and Joking. he Is hugely effectve,

There's something about this man that
turns grown men tnio blithering tdiots,” whus-
pets & man on my right

A leading acadeniic at the unlversity. a
learned man with a wall of degrees, reaches
out lus hand. and, almost uipping over nis
feel, introduces his wife

Mauiela does not disapy
vour wife, [ve secn the reasomn w
successful ® and everyone s
Mandela's umpteent a the universiry
but the excltéement, the resg
Mandela magic, Is sull enormous

It is an African necaston. The melanchol

the Zion Chrgtian Church: t ]
the choire, and then the pulsating energy
the Jonas Gwangwa ke group which hus th
entire caunpus on its feet and jving, presided
over by a broadly beanung Mandela I the
chancellor's chair

Cm plane back, he t
he was by o luaie
each China
Republ
he men
who : ,
and wh ught him r
Confuclantsm, and tie Chinese phiosophy
sclf-culthvation

B It wag not s that had taught hun
the value of self-cliscipline

‘In prison you lcarn the val of self discts
pline. You stand cutside yourself, and see
your weaknesses "

Wwa

yise to the

whio rented him a room n
welto tn the exrly 19508, before he
efure he was ahyvbody, The
dinner cvery Sunday, free of ¢
Aigh the long prison
3 how ungrateiul

ears in

began tn 1986, 1t was his (&2 part
then President PW Botha in 1989 that was
watershed, certainly in the publie Imagna
don

Liacks, He was even for¢ed to have
sted the day before in casc some-
ene<d to him,

He was going to meet the ogve

And then, with security and (ateliigence
cligefs In attendance, Mandeta walked in. All
he remembers seeing was the hand. out-
sretched in greeting

"It was one of the best meetings | have ever
had.” he said

He attempted to contact Botha once more
in George tn 1991, Nothing formal, Just & talk
berween men, Because of a miscommunica-
ton the two never had the follow-up tea party,

it is in Mandela's account of his meetng
with Botha that his true greatness 1s revealed:
an ability te cut through our kmg history of
bitternesas and conflict and find the human
note that I8 comunon to all,

“The thing that Irmopressed me,” said
Mandela, remembering with relish — and
even affection — that moment with Botha,
“was that he pourcd the tea”
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No official war, but people
are dying on the East Ran

Amid Thokoza's scemingly
uncnding carnage, the ANC and
Inkatha inspected their troops.
Stephen Laufer reports

{AT 18 the difference between

Bosni and the East Rand? The

answer, in a week in which

more people have died there

than at Sharpevilie. is simple; in Bosnla, the
war has been offictally declared

Like the Dalkana, the war hiere 1s punch-
wledd by peace talks, promises. summit mect-
Ings and high-mmn 1\'.‘(3 -jc*la:auom Asin
Bosnia, cveryony r
lence. All sides explain .\n' they. r
attack from the other stide, have a nioral night
o defend thamselves and (hdle cOuununides

And like the Sarbs, who claim lo represent
A greater good, the local security Grees can-
uat escape being part of the confiiet. Ou a
merry-go-round of undermanned tndifer-
ence, incompetence, gung-ho atbtudes and
[rar for tielr owny safety. many are surprised
they are mistrusted. despised, targeled

But un the ground. things are as simple in
Thokoz and Kadlehong as Ln Bosnia, People
0 Every day. Mostly in twos and

threea Chl lans. Ordi nm\ people going
uSCss.
oll becomes noeticeable «
.},.,n. ilarly 18 Atack. of
s, Ikt those teh cost 24 raxd
> uters thel lives this Tuess
Hf:l"‘ alg arrive B St r."g cn
Lhelr oops

But this ig ndt the Balkans, It 18 South
Alrica, which, 12 Rnother untverse called par-
lament, is fashigning a treacly-sweet xanst
o ineorporatng all comers Ieh §s why
Lthe generals LK to tielr people tn oode.

‘We are fust here to sce what has hap
poned," Uy ZWe \_‘i“.ir[.ll)" Maoxdlise
{old a smail rowd in Thok on
Wednesday, * er. 1o protest that tie SADF
lias fagded you.”

Asked why the African Natonal Congress
army comunand had turned out, and not the
politictans, Madiae's chief of stafl Siphilwe
Nyanda polnts 1 Alberiina Sisulu and other
staiwarts of the frganisation’s soctal welfare
department and Women's Laague

Neither Nyanda nor Ronnie Kasrils nor
Robert MeBridg want to talk about operi.
tiona} 1ssues. Aswvanda says, they “nre here
to make an asscpement”, MK, after all, is not
running a war hese,

"We arc not involved.” inatsts Kasrls, "The
local commuruties are under attack. theyare
organising theiridefence Lhemselvea.”

But &t his stgdium mecting. Modise can
eee that people pre hurting, Under pressuce
frotn the crowd o go beyond fact-finding, the
MK chief lifts the vell, elipping from decp
cover {nto semidegible code,

He promiscs his audience ~ men of all
ages with home-made weapoas, children
and women in Hand-me-dgdwn lrocka — that
“we will ind ways of defending oursélves and
eome back to talk to you about how to do 50

To Johannesburg

" Scene of first
attack in
which 6 died

Hostel-based
drivers fear
passing Phola
Park :

Hostel resident
stop taxis along
direct route

Township
residents
prefer route
which skirts
hostel

Thete are only two routes oul of Thokoza, and each ls dangercus to either townehip

reaidents of hostel dwellers

Then, making clear that this s an army
ma 1d not for publlc consump when
war has not Leen officially declared, he adds
‘we'll do that when the TV 15 oot liere”

Later. on A dilve past endless barricades,

y 1 rcta charred houses, McBride

s acar's running board md{wxrs.ong
and hard throt igh binoculars. "They're not
easrying weapons,” he says. referring 1o a
group of men In the middle distance, This
street 1§ just two blocks down from Khumae
lo Ry nkatha-hield hostd

tever the spauk which ignites it, cach
"u:t' ¢ here s about taking territory, holding
K.I‘OU!JL.

" It 18 & war wathout Boania's
armour {despite clalms to the
secms the police

defend themasches)

ware to keep the chess game going,

In the ANC-Ligld sections, every lamp post
and every transformer Lox has been freshly
painted black, gold and green, These ts
reason for cach side to fedl the nved for tak-
Ing and holding territory. Trust is good, con-
trol 1s Letter

Which s why the peace 1s 86 fraglle

Take the cwrent round ol Kiling: there are
onily two routes out of Thokeza/Katlchong.
one up Khumalo Road. past the Inkatha-
held hostel, the other via Fhola Park, an ANC
stronghold

artillery or

Khumale Road has been o no-go area for
ral weeks, bocsaee tind m«v‘r-"crq}'_a c
vrced intg the host
ther drivers, who |
a"a..\, of the Pho
fn

| ey mr-
Pk route
h

a Park reasidents
on the slip rond past the
squarter camp. The route has n dady
use, and calm has prevaled. Bu eyl has
Lean g:cnw‘_ng among the hostel drivers
want taxt traflic 1o use Khumalg
8 not clear why -« perhlaps
0 35 pressing them to break
the mg- of the other hostels, cut off from
food and work singe the sabotage of the
Kweaint The break has aflected
40 000 coinmuters, who cannot use the
traing gr pass l.hruubl' u.a'“-"rld areas o
“thetr” Laxdia. But hapa It 1s just a com
merclal fssue: Ld 28 n a,hau_"sl taxd
association, Payment chicle are hugh
and ff youre pot getting encugh fares, your
minibug could be reposscssen

Whatever the background. on Tuesday
moming alx mofe died hall of bullets just
after thetr taxd left the Phola Park elip road. In
the evening. a shooting which the police say
has all the hallmarks of A revenge attack,
Eghteen dead.

uzanne Vos, of Inkatha, says on Wednes-
day “1d be lying if | said | knew what had
happened yesterday.” She has arranged an
Inkatha delegation to tour the hostels, their
group o nicely balanced berween the wellare
and the war departments as the ANC's
There is the biuflf and grandfatherly Frank
Mdialose and the urbane Vos herscll. their
genuine concern for the besieged hostel
dwellers coloured only slightly by the vocat.
ulary of the elections campaign il — and of
thie Ballans war

“The hostel dweilers have no water and ure
dependent on relief wd. The hostels resem.
ble Bosnian ethnic cleansing camps.”

Rut others too, are on inapection: Inkatha
Youth Brigade supremo Themba Khoza and
Thokoza eminence grise Gextrude Matzl. net-
ther of them renowned a3 dovea.

It's not Bosnta. so no oné can admit they
ore involved In a win. Yes. they are its vie.
tima. No, they are not conducting opera-
ons themaelves, those come from the
other side.

But there are front lines There are discl-
plinect units There are the ded.

and '.c-u.n:hlp and
agreed a ceas

ey

1 line
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(Gqozo’s officers rebel

o et > e e e

A GROUP of senior officers in {h?
Ciskei Defence Fbree this wee
launched a scathing antack
on embattied homefafd feader
Oupa Gqozo. threat rebefifon.

The attack atained in?doe
ument ou 3 us grievanges
which was handed to the Eastern
Cape News Agency Byasenior offi-
cers who.glaimed to 3pdak on
behalf of all troops’ a.) 3

This comes atw critical m&raknt
for the brigadier. l‘{ﬂ,@e‘i from the
heart of his dwandling” ri base
in the homeland militafy, which
helped him to power m his March
1990 coup.

Among the grievances raised is
the tssue of white officers in the
homeland military. The officers
warn their white colleagues: "We
wish to clarily this: Leave Cisket
now or loods of blood will come.”

The officers talk of soidiers
becorning “enemies” of their fami-
lies, saying they are rejected by
thetr kin while Gqozo (s protected.

They quesdon Gqozo's need for
bodyguards — satd to number over
30

They claim soldiers have been
asked to join Gqozo's political
party, the African Democratle
Movement

Did Gqozo ever think of "those
who are unempioyed because of
you?” the officers ask. By contrast.
they say, the homeland ruler has
free accomumodation, “eats {ree.
and is given a new car free”.

Contradicting Ggqozo's declara-
tion that Clskei won't partictpate m
elections on April 27, the document

says: "People of Cisked we are going

.Wednesday at Bisho's Industrial
“.HYlK It is there that they plan to |

4

10 the electons, we are with you.”
The officers say a meetdng ot all
Ciskel troops will be held next

throw down the gaundet to Ggezo. |

“And {f you (Gqozo) give problems |
you will lie on your stomach on the |
ground then go to jall.” l

“Do you se¢ where a blessiess |
leader ends?” they ask, adding: |
“You are lucky because others
ended up in & grave, but you will

gﬂup tn jail.”

7 Yhe rebels urge Ciskel cabinet
yoinisters and commanders to join
the opposition (0 Gqozo.

The homeland ruler was recently
found crimmalty liable for the cotd-
blooded shooting of dissident
Charies Sebe, and is almaost certam
to tace charges m his own courts as
aresult.

The document also coincides
with signs that Gqozo intends
resisting Clsket's reincorporation,
and with it the almost certam end
of his political career. Gqozo has
vowed not to allow elections in
Cisket, his representatves have
opposed the creation of the Transi-
donal Executtive Council, and he
recenty decreed new dracoqian
security legislation.

In June. four homeland officers
were arrested. They had reportedty
planned to oust Gqozo on Soweto
Day. Cisket denied a coup aftempt
was planned and said the oificers
had been detamed In terms of the
mulitary discipline code 1

However, the four = who includ- |
ed an armry chaplain clase to Gqozo
— reportedly listed grievances
which echoed those cutlined by the |
rebed officers Lhis week. E
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| ANC NEEDS YOU FOR ELECTION WORK!
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The Department of information and Publicity of
the A"‘ an National Congress (ANC) has a num-
ber of pos -“.ﬂr‘s that 1 eq.nre skilled media workers
from now until May, 1934,

. 1. COPY WRITERS:

A

3

Experienced media workers who will be résgensible
i for producing leaflets, tabloids and a wide range ol
i campaign publicity matanial.

AR

T T Al e il e

| 2. MEDIA PRODUCTION MANAGER:

| Rasponsible for co-ordination of the preduction of

| publicity matenal, scheduling of work, liaison with

| printers and reprographic houses, liaison with
regional production teams, co—ordination with

| audio-visual units and of voluntears

e

AR

| 3. SECRETARIES:

[ With audio=typing skills, as well a sknowlegge of
office routines, including minute-taking

o
o 55

i

PLEASE SEND YOUR APPLI
INCLUDING A DETAILED Cy

_,_'%""; z‘.i-";'.i,:ié'?
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CURRENT AFFAIRS

TRANSITIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

Symholic crossing of the Rubicon

The passage through parliament this week of-

the Transitional Executive Council (TEC)
Bill had far more to do with symbolism than
substance. .

Details of the historic measure were
agreed by negotiators at the World Trade
Centre nearly three weeks ago and simply
sent to the legislature for formal approval.
No amendments were possible without the
consent of the negotiators and the chances of
the Bill being voted down were minimal.

Nevertheless, the measure was, as de-
scribed by Democratic Party negotiator and
MP Colin Eglin, “the most significant piece
of legislation to be put to parliament in the
83 years of its existence.” While Eglin’s view
was implicitly backed by spokesmen of all
other major parties in parliament, not all
supported the Bill.

Conservative Party leader Ferdi Hartzen-
berg led a bitter fight against the measure,
which he said amounted to a declaration of
war. He said its approval was the real cross-
ing of the Rubicon by the Nationalists.

Government chief negotiator Roelf Meyer
and ANC-aligned MP David Dalling also
regarded the Bill as the point of no return.

“The TEC will provide visible proof that
the process of constitutional reform has be-
come irreversible,” said Mever, while Dall-
ing said the Bill

unlikely any major decision will be taken by
the existing Cabinet without TEC approval.

Eglin, a key architect of the legislation,
believes it will contribute significantly to
reducing the threat of instability during the
“danger-laden months” of election cam-
paigning and the transition to a new consti-
tutional order. He says the Bill is part of a
fundamental and “very real” process unfold-
ing in SA. “It is not window dressing. It is
not a game played with mirrors in the corri-
dors of power. It is a process that involves the
very real transfer of political power from a
privileged racial minority to the people of SA
as a whole.”

These implications were not lost on the
CP, whose members argued bitterly against
the measure, warning repeatedly that it
meant a handover of power to the ANC/
SACP/Cosatu alliance.

In rejecting CP claims, National Party
chief negotiator and Minister of Public En-
terprises Dawie de Villiers said the TEC was
a compromise won by government in the face
of initial demands for an interim administra-
tion to take power during the transition.

“The TEC does not constitute a govern-
ment next to the existing government. The
current government remains the legitimate
and sovereign one of the country until such

“marks clearly the
crossing of a point of
no return.”
Inkatha’s Jurie
Mentz said he could
not support a measure
that had been agreed
after his party had
been “driven out” of
the negotiations at
Kempton Park. He

said Inkatha's views
on the TEC would be spelt out this weekend
at Shaka Day celebrations and by the party’s
central committee, which is due to meet on
October 2.

In a related move in Johannesburg this
week, the Pan Africanist Congress an-
nounced it would not participate in thc TEC
or in elections if they were aimed at estab-
lishing an interim government.

In essence, the Bill provides for the level-
ling of the political playing fields in the pre-
election phase. This includes processes to
help develop a democratic culture and re-
duce violence. More important, it removes
absolute political power from white hands
for the first time since 1910 and gives all
participating parties and organisations joint
responsibility for decision-making.

However, it does not constitute a de jure
interim government, though in practice it is

time as an election takes place and a new
government takes over.”

However, according to De Villiers, the Bill
meant government was willing to place limi-
ted restrictions on its power during the pre-
election period to ensure a free and fair
process. “Government accepts the reality
that there are areas in which decisions
should only be taken after appropriate con-
sultation with the interested parties on the
basis of co-responsibility.” o

INKATHA
Weighing the options

There’s no telling how far Inkatha president
Mangosuthu Buthelezi will go in pursuit of
his goals. But he risks losing a great deal if

his tough attitude backfires.

Possibly the biggest risk is that Pretoria
could, ultimately, simply cancel KwaZulu’s
self-governing status if the party remains
intransigent. It’s hard to believe that Buthe-
lezi would then consider the military option
(a2gainst the might of the SADF), though
some of his lieutenants have warned that a
civil war could be unleashed in the event of
the April 27 general election going ahead.
Mass action is another option that has been
raised by Inkatha, which potentially could
undermine an election being held in Natal if
not elsewhere,

Reincorporating KwaZulu into SA would,
observes Natal University political scientist
Izn Phillips, be much simpler than in the
case of the independent TBVC homelands
because of bilateral treaties which estab-
lished the latter.

Centre for African Studies director Eu-
gene Nyati maintains that KwaZulu and all
the homelands should already have been
reincorporated. “President FW de Klerk
hasn't lifted a finger against Inkatha, but
that's not because-he can’t; it's because he
simply doesn’t have the political will. In fact,
some people believe he has over-indulged
Buthelezi and given Inkatha the courage to
continue pushing its luck.”

Another reason for government’s inaction,
says Nyati, is that there is division in the
Cabinet over where the Nats’ best interests
lie. “There are still some Cabinet members
who believe a grand alliance between the
Nats, Inkatha and the homeland leaders
could factor the ANC out of power.”

However, the political implications of
reincorporation would be harder to handle
than the legal niceties, even if reincorpora-
tion is the last resort against Buthelezi.

For all that, reincorporation would appear
to be a risk that Buthelezi doesn’t want to
take. For this reason it would seem likely
that his movement will participate in the
Transitional Executive Council (TECQ),
theugh Inkatha MPs gave mixed signals on
this question on the first day of parliament’s
debate on the TEC.

Phillips believes one option Buthelezi
might pursue would be to allow the KwaZulu
government to return to the multiparty talks,
but to keep Inkatha out. “In that way he will
have a foot in the TEC while, as Inkatha
leader, still be able to keep what he thinks is
the moral high ground.”

Another route, suggests Theo Venter of
Potchefstroom’s Institute for Future Studies,
could be for Inkatha’s interests to be con-
veyed to the TEC via bilateral meetings
between the party and government.

The other big puzzle is whether Buthelezi
will lead his party into the April 27 election.
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CURREKT AFFAIRS

Inkatha believe a constitution should be
agreed before elections rather than leaving
the drafting to an elected constituent assem-
bly.

Though Buthelezi has said that the deci-
sion on participation will be made by party
members at a special congress, it seems im-
probable that Inkatha will boycott the poll
because to do so would probably sidelins it
during the crucial constitution-mzking
phase.

Complete abstention from the transizion
process, including the poll, would, szys
Venter, be tantamount to Buthelezi’s teking
the Savimbi option. *“And that would bz in
total contrast to the three fundamen:ais
which Buthelezi says he stands for: demozra-
cy, free enterprise and federalism. Op
out would destroy any chance of achisvi
these. In all probability, his hard-ball gz
now is simply a means of squeezing out eve=y
possible concession before rejoining the pro-
cess.”

But there could be more to the Inkzikz
strategy than winning concessions at Ks
ton Park. It could zlso be about consolidz
his Natal/KwaZulu power base in the rur.
up to the election.

Phillips believes Inkatha realises that. in
order to achieve its political ambitions, it is
essential to hang on to its KwaZulu
“Inkatha intends contesting the election 2nd
it is manoeuvring to gain greater control over
the election process in Natal than it would
otherwise have if it were fettered by ful
participation in TEC structures. That. I
think, is Buthelezi’s gamble.”

One route Phillips feels the party might
take is to try to have a combination of 1tz
KwaZulu government and the Natal/Kwz-
Zulu Joint Executive Authority installec a:
the region’s transitional executive.

*“KwaZulu has a majority in the authorizy
so that would install Buthelezi as a trar.
tional authority in charge of the election

Buthelezi . .. brinkmanship for

maximum concessions

process. Under those circumstances the In-
dependent Election Commission might not
have a look in,” he explains.

Nyati, however, believes that Inkatha’s
options depend less on strategies hatched in
Ulundi than on whether government can
make its mind up about where to draw the
line against Inkatha. “Government and the
ANC have bent over backwards to accom-
modate the party and it is difficult to see
what other concessions can be given without
debasing and undermining the integrity of
the negotiating process,” he says.

Though De Klerk failed in his marathon
meeting with Buthelezi last week to convince
the Inkatha boss to rejoin multiparty talks,
the good news was their commitment to
continue with bilateral discussions and set up
two committees — one on violence, the other
to explore “reasons for the current impasse
in the negotiations.” <4

INTERIM CONSTITUTION
Backing for regionalism

The Inkatha-led Concerned South Africans
Group (Cosag) is not the only one with
doubts about the constitutional framework
emerging at the negotiations. Sections of the
business community are also edgy. Durban
Regional Chamber of Business says it is
shocked by the second draft of the constitu-
tion and claims that the proposals could
threaten democracy if they are not modified.

Chamber president John Dickson says he
knows other drafts supersede the second but
the problem areas have not been addressed.

Topping the chamber’s concerns is the
proposed post-clection deadlock-breaking
mechanism, which will effectively allow the
constitutional architects to sidestep the two-
thirds majority safety net if negotiations be-
come bogged down in a constituent assem-
bly, and enable them to approve a final
constitution by a simple majority.

However, the chamber is also concerned
that the constitution-making process is being
bulldozed through too quickly with a new
draft emerging about once in every 10 days.
And, in the interests of haste, democratic
principles are being tossed, unnoticed, out of
the window.

A third worry for the chamber is that only
trivial concessions have been made to the
concept of federalism.

The business community, says Dickson,
generally favours 2 maximum devolution of
power to the regions with central govern-
ment retaining residual power. “This is not
what is proposed in the second or subsequent
drafts. Much of the power is being retained
in the centre with, at best, concurrent legisla-
tive competencies at regional level. If passed
in its present form, the constitution will only
allocate certain minor powers, such as town
planning, markets, road traffic and casinos,
exclusively to the regions.”

The bottom line, he adds, is that if such
proposals go through they will severely ham-

per economic development and confidence,
and are therefore unacceptable.

While the SA Chamber of Business (Sa-
cob) has been asked to champion the Durban
chamber’s cause, it seems much less
alarmed, except over the question of the
deadlock-breaking mechanism.

Sacob parliamentary liaison director Peter
Duminy concedes that the politicians are
preoccupied with achieving political compro-
mises. However, he maintains they are pay-
ing attention and responding to the concerns
of organised business. He also stresses that
Szcob's influence is limited to what is neces-
szry 10 get the economy going on a sustained
basis.

*QOverall we are encouraged by the re-
sponse. The negotiators have, for example,
established an expert panel to examine what
we consider to be the extremely important
issue of regional fiscal and financial powers.

“Given the pressure at Kempton Park,
there has been quite an effort to take all
2levant factors into account.

“Few would disagree that a more thor-
cugh constitution drafting job could be done
with more time. However, it is such a bag of
nzitles that, without 2 deadline, the chances
zre that nothing would be achieved. The
deadline, though not inflexible, has kept
minds focused.”

In all, Sacob has made about 15 submis-
sicns to the negotiators and Duminy says it
has placed on record its preference for feder-
2] principles.

Its cause will bz strengthened by notice of
government’s intention — aimed at luring
Inkatha back to the talks — to push, during
the next three weeks of debate on the interim
constitution at Kempton Park, for a strong
ederal system that would be immune to
change by an elected body.

Government chief negotiator Roelf Meyer
has also rejected the idea of a simple major-
ity being able to adopt a new constitution,
and will be looking to beef up the composi-
tion and functioning of the proposed consti-
tutional court. |

DEMOCRATIC PARTY
Strains at the heim

The DP moved quickly this week to paper
over serious cracks czused by a growing
cispute over who should lead the party into
the coming election campaign.

Yeoville MP and newly elected southern
Trznsvaal leader Tony Leon — who has been

unted by his supporters as a successor to
Zach de Beer — told parliament that he is
not 2 contender and plans to propose De Beer
25 leader at the DP’s national congress in
Cape Town next month.

He said he believes De Beer is best quali-
fied to *lead the charge” for the principles
for which the DP stands.

It is those fundamental principles which
bind and unite and which will lead us into the
elections next April. I am quite prepared to




