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after 3 years 
AFTER a three-year hearing, an inquest mag 
week could not say whether anyone was to blar 

tl’ate thxs 
for the 

deaths of four ANC members who were shot near Piet 
Retief in the Eastern Transvaal in June 1988. 

Magistrate Mrs H Wilkins came to no conclusion re- 
garding the involvement of five policemen in the incident. 

She said the four ANC members — Lindiwe Mthembu, 
21, Surendra Naidu, 24, June~Rose Nont.finkelelo Cotoza 25, 
andMakhosiNoka,zs— 
died on June8,1988 of bul- 
let wounds. 

The families of the dead 
maintained since the ine- 
quest opened in 1989 that 
the four were killed by a 
police “hit-squad” and that 
the incident was not an ar- 
rest attempt that went 

wrong, as claimed by the 
poce 

- Infiltrators 
The inquest was held to 

determine whether a po- 
lice security team made up 
of W/O Frederick Johan- 
nes Pienaar, W/O Marth- 
inus David Ras, W/O Flip 
Koenraad Theron and Ser- 
geant Gerrie Johan Bar- 
nard under the command 
of Captain Eugene de Kock 
shot and killed the four in 
an ambush on a stretch of 
road between Piet Retief 
and Potgietershoek. 

In earlier evidence Cap- 
tain De Kock said he had 
heard on June 7, 1988, that 
ANC infiltrators were 
coming into the coun 
and he prepared a road- 
block. 

He said that when police 
approached the group at 
the Swazi border and or- 
dered them out of the car, 
Mr Naidu fired at police 
from inside the car. 

The families disputed 
this, saying Captain De 
Kock and his command in- 
tended to kill all those in 
the vehicle. 

This week’s verdict has 
left the families of the dead 
angry and bitter. 

Soon after the magis- 
_trate delivered her verdict, 
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By SHARON CHETTY 

Lindiwe Mthembu’s sister, 
Nomthandazo, said: “My 
sister died in a bloody clash 
and I am con there 
is more to this. 

“There are several ques- 
tions left unanswered 
that year was the height of 
the state of emergency — 
Lindiwe and the others 
were made out to be ter- 
rorists on a mission. 

“I am convinced my sis- 
ter was unarmed and was 
not given a chance before 
she was gunned down,” 

      

- Miss Mthembu said. 
- of the people called 

to on “of the 
families was death row 
prisoner Almond Nofo- 
mela — whose allegations 
about a police hit squad 
helped uncover the 
Co-operation Bureau. He 
described Captain De Kock 
as a police officer “who 
specxahses in destruction”. 

P IStOI ; 
He said ma‘x’xiva 

were kept at Viakplaas (a 
security B:lice base) and 
Captain Kock carried 
firearxns in the boot of his 

ding Uzis, AK-4Ts, 
Fl "ha dgrenades, 9mm 
Barettas, a Makarov pistol, 
Tokareyv pistol and a scor- 
pion machine gun. 

The state’s advocate 
said that it was probable 
that Mr Naidu shot at po- 
lice because a Makarov 
pistol was found near him 
after he was killed and 
there were spent Makarov 
cartndges in the vicmity of 
his body. - 
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iatha sappocters, carrying th eircontroversial ‘lrachuona] 

a!ly yesterday at which 12,000 people prayed for progrcss lili 
«C- Two people were killed in clashes after the rally 

pons boardmg a tram in Soweto aftcr 
talks between Pretoria, inkatha and the 
Photograph: Patrick de Noimont/Reuter 

"" .CommUnlsts 
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choose ANC man 
as their leader 

THE Souta Africzn Cummunist 
Party wrappzd up s first congress 
insde Souty AiZria i four de- 
caces yesterday, teeaified o its at- 
ternps (o swim agaiast the tide of 
his:ory by tie election of one cf 
the most pogular leaders in the 
Africaa Nationat Congress alli-’ 
ance as its 1w general secretary 
— Chris Hani, chief of staff of the 
ANC’s military wing. 

Mr Hani, who topped the polls | 
i voting for the ANC national ex- 
ecutive cormittez in July this 
vear, had tndicated at fiest that he 
wished to give grezter emphasis 10 
his ANC duties — which was pre- 
ciszly the reasoning behind the 
decision of the ontgoing general 
secretary, Joe Slovo, to resign his 
position. (Mc Slova was unant- 
mously ¢iecied to the iacgely cere- 
moniad pesition of cational chair- 
pesson.) 

With Neson Mancela's nless- 
ing, Mr Hani accented che (00 tar 
the simple reasor that no other 
candid:  was nominated to the 
top party post. Or rather, oecause 
hai ke not taken “he job it would 
have had te go e'ther to a com- 
plete unkncwa vz, 2n outcome the 
lezdecship did notwant, to one of 
the handiu! of wkite intellectuals 
wlo dominate mazh of ke pacty's 
chinking. 

ladeed ir. the vating toc the aew 
25-person  ceatwal  sommiittee, 
which was conducted by secret 
ballot, two whites led the ficld: 

  

From John Carlin 

in Johanoesburg 
  

szremy Croam, perhaps the coun- 
n ‘s best-known ieft-wing zhinker; 
ad Roanie Kascils, one of the 
aore flamboyant membecs of the 
ANC’s national executive. 

Mr Kasrils, who has made it 
cear he plans o concentrate his 
energies in future on the ANC, at 
least preseated himself for elec- 
ton. Several seaior ANC officials 
vho had previously been ideati- 
fed as Commuaist Party members 
smply did nat show their faces, 
avideatiy persuaded the time had 
ome 1o let their ersthwile affili- 
atons quietty fade away. 
Mc Czanig, when he was inter- 

lewed yasterday Dy the South Af- 
acan Press Assoctation, sought to 
cerkc‘ criticism zhat the congress 
zad displaved the party in an ua- 
ng.ng‘llLall} tacdline hghe: he 
oted that ¢ public commimens 
rad been made both ¢ mulu- 
sany democcacy and o rcguxar 
clections. 
The perception that the fessoas | 

«f Eastera Europe had passed by 
nany delegates had been created 
by the ovecwhelniag decision on 
Friday 10 overtura cecommenda- 
wons by Mr Slovo that che word 
“democrutic” preceds "soctalism” 
n the new pary coaslicution aad 
that the loag-sianding commit- 
neat to Leainism be dropped. 

    
      

    
 



e 864 W‘uwuvmg s L8 dh4 flg 
%Y 

  
LY. ® Start of tourlst boom P42 

@ Trade mnssnons buald up, P40 

  

SOUTH AFR[CA is present- 
ing its contineat and the 
world with the beginniag of a 
new history. All-party coasti- 
tutional talks now under way 
mark the [atest milestone in a 
process of reform. The pro- 
cess is irreversible. 

It is no over-statement to 
say the promise of South Af- 
rica, what it is economically 
capable of, istnevery respect 
colassatl. The point is still to 
be fully grasped by the 
waorld. 

The country's international 
status and tts longer-term 
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gt S sk S a1 

  

1 cl 
  

  

create wealth to meet its people’s asplrau ons, says Bm Jamaeson 
  

£625 mflhon AngloGeucor ) 
Columbus  stainfess | steel 
plant are under way. The mo- . 
tor industry is booming and 
Japanese concern Mazda has 
)us( taken a 24 per cent stake 
in Samcor. Three new plants 
will be providiag the industri- 
alised warld with millioas of 
platicum  auto  catalysts, 
peeded on every car to cut 
nallntion Reitich Braal 

» 

To learn from lustory itis not 
necessary to repeat it. 

The challenge -is how- 0 
meet the aspirations of a pop- 
ulation of 37 millica, 28 mil- 
lioa of whom are’ black many 
without jobs, homes and for 
-far too long hope. la a world 
now intensely capital-comap- . 
etitive, begging-bowl econo- 
mics is out 

¥ ekl il e 

,investment and aretreat from 
ideology. Its general secre- 

tary, Cyr ' Ramaphosa, a 
tough negotiator with the 
National Union of Mine- 

“workers but one the giant 
.mining houses came quickly 
to respect, declared receatly: 
*The most impartant way to 
attract foreign investment is 
.by providing a eeneral aca 

allenge 
by infrastructure spcndmg 
kick-start investment pro-‘ 
jects such as Columbus and 
foreign capital flows. There-’ 
opeaing of international mar- 
kets provides a further spur 
to growth. 
® Tourist potentisl: Tourism 
accounts for just I per cent of 
GDP. But the warld average is 
9-3 per cent. If South Africa 
gets to even haif that level 
two million ' tourist-related 
jobs will be created. The 
number of mtc:nauoual tour- 
peR sioite en   
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cess is irreversible. 
It is no over-statement to 

say the promise of South Af- 
rica, what it is economically 
capable of, is in every respect 
colossal. The poiat is still to 
be fully grasped by the 
world. 
The couatry’s international 

‘| status and its [cuger-term 
economic potential have been 
uplifted to a degree unimagin- 
able three years ago. From 

| Washiangton to Maoscow, the 
de Klerk government reforms 
and the recently-signed Peace 
Accord have opened the doors 
of opportunity. 

The scrapping of the last of 
the apartheid legislation, the 
steady lifting of iaternational 
sanctions and the re-admis- 
sion of South Africa to world 
capital markets has created 
an investment prospect that 
is only just starting to capture 
the imagination of financial 
markets. The trickle of inter- 
national trade missions arriv- 
ing at Jan Smuts airport — 
from London and Tokyo, 
Bonn and Bucharest — has 
turned into a flood. 

Big industrial and infra- 
structure projects such as the 
£1-2 billion Lesotho High- 
lands Water Scheme and the 

Lue proe- 

  

wuluuatbus SUALULESS> steel 

plant are under way. The mo- 
tor industry is booming and 
Japanese concera Mazda has 
just taken a 24 per ceat stake 
in Samcor. Three new plants 
will be providing the industri- 
alised world with millions of 
platinum  auto  catalysts, 
oeeded on every car to cut 
pollution. British  hotel 
groups are looking to build in 
the Cape. 

But it is not just inward 
investment that is the oppor- 
tunity. South Africa’s leading 
companies can take their 
place on the world stage by 
international capital-raising 
and diversification. 

The process of change has 
been fraught. Tensions be- 
tween tnbal and political 
groups, township violence 
and uarest, are testimony to 
years of denial and frustra- 
tion. A crushing poverty for 
million of blacks character- 
ises the country of gold. 

But behind the simplistic 
flashbites on world television 
lies a complexity of tcibe and 
volk, of belief and ideatity, of 
resource and empowerment, 
and a determination to suc- 
ceed by avoiding the tragic 
“liberation"” errors of so 
much of sub-Saharan Africa. 
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necessary Lo repeat it. 
The challenge.is how to 

meet the aspirations of a pop- 
ulation of 37 miilion, 28 mil- 
lion of whom are'biack, many 
without jobs, homes and foc 
far too long hope. In a world 
now intensely capital-comp- 
etitive, begging-bowl econo- 
mics is outiy . T 

In this, the moral boot of 
sanctions has. swung firinly 
anto the other foot: black ea- 
ablement will flow more 
surely from a respoose by the 
international corporate sec- 
tor, smail companies and 
large, and overseas inves- 
ment institutions, thaa from 
looking the other way. 

This penny may have been 
slow to drop in the American 
Congress, where the Gramm 
Amendmeat -still  blocks 
South Africa’s re-access to 
the International  Monetary 
Fund. But drop it will. 

Britain, because of its long 
historical ties and its closer 
involvement in Africa, came 
to an early recoguition of this 
fact. We may have been slow 
to grasp the deeper predica- 
ment of Afrikagerdom in a 
continent awash with bogus 
economics and failed social- 
ism: only when the circle of 
armed Marxism retreated 
could the process of reform 
begin. White security was the 
key to black liberatiomrjust as 
now, a free ecounonry is the 
keyv to black security” 

Britain led the way-iun the 
dismaatling. of sanctious... 
That, as they say,” was ‘the 
easy part. A huge prograrame 
of housing, welfare and edu-’ 
cation is needed to create 
equality of opportunity for all 
South Africa. Just to match 
the rise of cew entrants to the - 
fabour market requires the - 
economy to grow by more 
than 4 per cent a2 year. 
Getting the economy right 

preseats the greatest test for 
all parties withio and without 
South Africa: - - 

From the African Nationa 
Congress is coming a recogni- 
tion of the need for overseas 

“ with 1981 se 

1eolugy. Ils general secre- 
tary, Cyril Ramaphosa, a 
tough negotiator with -the 
National Union of Mine- 
workers but one the giant 
mining houses came quickly 
to respect, declared recently: 
“The most important way to 
attract foreiga investment is 
by providing a general eco- 
onomic climate that is condu- 
cive to investment.” 
_Behind the extremist rheto- 

ric there is growing conver- 
gence as the parties feel their 
way towards a new constitu- 
tion, a process notably en- 
hanced by the Peace Accord. 
Ecooomic progress 

. depends on this process con- 
tinuing. But the foundations 
of a new South Africa are in 
place. And they are rock 
solid. They comprise: 
® Low foreign debt: South 
Africa has one of the lowest 
relative foreign debt obliga- 
tions in the developing world. 
The ratio of foreign debt to 
exports has fallen from 128 
per cent to 70 per cent and 
debt to gross domestic prod- 
uct is dowa from 43 per cent 
to [9 per cent. The average 
for developing countries is 
230 per cent. 
® Growing trade surplus: 
The republic has sustained a 
balance of paymeants surplus 
for 27 cousecutive quarters, 

>t for.a.surplus,o 
R6 biltion an 
balance of R18 biflion after a 
cracking set of figures for 
October. The underlying 
trend ia non-gold exports is 
particularly excouraging. 
® Strong base: fa addition to 
being resource-rich — SA 
accounts for 35 per ceat of 
world gold production aad 
more than 80 per ceat of plati- 
aum — it has a first world 
_infrastructure, modern trans- 
port and communicatioas, an 
established financial market 
and a sophisticated banking 
and insurance sector. 
@ Growth zbkead: The econ- 
omy looks set for a widely 
spread if slow return to 2 per 
cent growth next year, helped 

a positive trade~ 

to growth 
. @ Tourist potential: Tourism | | 
accauats for just 1 percentof 
GDP. But the world average is 
9-3 per cent. If South Afiica 
gets to even half that level 
two million tourist-related 

_jobs will be created. The . 
nuraber of intervational tour- 
ist visits to SA is already 
rising fast from the current 
500,000 level and is forecast 
to hit two million by the end 
of the decade. 
@ An eagine for Africx: South 
Africa supplies more than 60, 
per cent of all the electricity: 
generated on the  continent 
and contributes 20 per cent of 
its GDP. It is vital toc the 
whale of Africa that it suc- 
ceeds, for it is uaiquely 
placed to lead and to lift the 
whole of the sub-Saharan 
continent. 

Of all the pasitive poiats for 
the corporate sector, argu- 
ably the greatest is the calibre 
of its leadership. It has a 
maunagerial class of a corupe- 
tence that is internationally 
respected. The appointmeat 
last week of Gencor chairman 
Derek Keys to ‘the cabinet 
post of trade aad industry 
miaister bears testimony to 
this, and will delight the cor- 
porate sector. The challenge 
is to create fast a new elite of 
black managerial talent. Oae 

3 ; st__en ing. 
exarmp! ey e 
47 per cent of managenal* 
posts are in non-white hands. 
Above all, what  will 

empower Scuth Africa is an 
awakening of its people to 
their peiontial io the geo- 
political map. It is supremely 
to do with identity aad where 
South Africa wants$-to look. 
For it now has to come to 
terms with the world — and 
the world with it. 

In the gift of this remark- 
able country is a vision of a 
higher order citizenship and 
the economic power that 
southern Africa is capable of. 
There has, in short, never 
been a better time to be a 
South African: 2 
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IT SHOULD have been the 

finest hour for the political 

movement branded Th e 

World's Last Communist” 

Party. Last week, the South 

African Communist Party had 

begun its first legal Congress 

on South African soil in more 

than 40 years. It was the only 

Communist party in the world 

whose membership had mul: 

tiplied in the past year. 

~ Unlike its fellow parties 

around the world, whose grip 

on power had gone Or was 

slipping fast, the SACP could 

look forward to entering 

goyernment in alliance with 

its African National Congress 
garmer after the country's 

rst one man, one vote elec-. 

tion in two or three ficars. ' 

. At first sight, the'Pp 

seerned to be on 
e party al, L 

the kind of X after being dipgnosed as, gu 

  

by Fred Bridglar 
  

_tant secreta .general — toli 

journalists that representa 

tives of the Communist part! 

“from the Soviet Union wouk 

be attending the Congress o 

the outskirts of Johannes 

burg. 
“Which Communist part 

from the Soviet Union?' 

_asked journalists — th 

Ukrainian, Russian, Geot 

gian, UzbhekK or what Corr 

munist party? No, the Sovie 

Communist Part% replie 

Nqakula. But it's been abo 

ished, journalists told hin 

“Not as far as we're coi 

cerned,’ Ngakula affirmed. 

s rJoe Slovo, retiring as secn 

" tary-general, of the. SAC 

roll designed | to. 1l manysfering from bone marrow.ca 

whites, Indians and coloureds 
fiith fear at t‘he mb;:gm of a 5 2y o el 

arxist revolution being envsdo. eep .the elegates 

incered from within'an ANQ‘% cali e 

‘rojan Hors¢. 
But, paradoxically, all was 

far from well. 
1t was plagued by ideologi- 

¢cal uncertainty, It was dirt 

poor. lts finest brains and 

1o take up sole membership in 

the ANC which will be the 

senior powerbroker in aoy 

government alliances o gt 

The ideological uncertainty 

sometimes manifested itself 
  

as pure ignorance, as :when 

Charles Ngakula — in line to 

-and: the retiring Communist chief Phelograph: Patrick da Noiriont become the party’s new assis- 

biggest names were deserting 

wcer Jaboured courageously ¢ 
“the first day ‘of the Congre: 

touch with reality. .. . 

“"The Soviet Communi 

Party, he said, ‘‘was wea 

cned and succumbed throuy 

self-inflicted wounds. It su 

cumbed because it was drai 

ed of the very life blood 

socialism which is based 

. real participatory and ec 

nomic democracy." 

.Slovo, who openly adm 

. that until two years ago 

was an unrepentant Stalint 

then spelled out to delegat 

his vision of a social den 

" cratic future for the SACP.) 

painted a revisionist Marx 
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m Johannesburg 
  

vision ‘of a multi-party stulc 

with regular, open and free 

elections, and asserted: **We 

' sible otherwise, But an SACP 

accept that the market is an 

effective watchdog over eco- 

aomic efficiéncy and viabil- 
ity, and that its absence in 

socialist countrics 

ed to their ruination,” 

Slovo's social democratic 

revisionism caused intense 

anger in the breasts of the 

unreconstructed faithful, 
-Harry Gwala, "the veteran 

hard-line Communist who 

controls the ANC in the Pie: 

termaritzburg ' area,. warned 

that Sloyo wanted to turn the 

SACP 'into ‘‘an amor 
mess which allows in all 

‘" Gwala sneered 
itglarming statement that 
Marx, Engels and Lenin were 

often wrong'' and at the retir- 

ing leader’s renunciation of the 

dictatorship of the proletariat 
and his demand for "frcedom 
of criticism’ within the party. 

But new ideological clothes 
will .not solve the party’s 

'democratic’ socialism’’. 

financial problems. Despite E 

an increase in membership 

from 5,000 at the bcginningklof 

this year to nearly 25,000 this 

month, (unding has dried up 

and the party {a 
cash crisis. , 

2 The biggest setback has 

. been the drain of its brightest 

and best to the jess ideologi- 

cal ANC, which also happens 

to offer the prospect of great- 

est real power, Many senior 

ANC men in exile were mem: 

bers of the SACP for the same 

reason as most civil servants 

in the old Czechoslovakia 

were party members — no 

career advancement was pos- 

  

“af Slovo's! 

ces a serious’ 

contribut. . 

hous . 

) n all and’ 
s:ndry “and. works .towards " 

| & for’x’tiirig","capitalfim",int'o,-"'eral ‘Alfred - Nzo qnd‘-,A,NC'f‘“"“.'- : 

‘tion of aponymity, 

. L, AN 
jsecrctary-gencral Cyn\ "R& 

" "The crisis for 

Jeader of the Communists., 

member in a key position ia 

the ANC, spcaking on condi- 
saidt 

“When a liberation move: ;. 

ment smells power, it begins #* 
1o purge itself of Communists, ' 

... some Communists even. - 

begin to purge themselves." """ * 

oe Slovo had always sald ‘' ~ 

the Congress would be the ' 

gecasion when top ANC! " 

people openly declared them-", ° 

selves as Communists. B 

Suspected former SACP ™ 

members who notably 1L i 

‘nored the opportunity: to’ i 

declare their faith in commu: 

niem included ANC forelga'™ . 

secretary Thabo Mbeki Vo 

R 
maphosa, ANC deputy Secy S 

tary-general Jacob:Zum {f"“ ; 
former ANC secretary-geas-?. - 

national executive mbmbp.gji!?’,fi 

‘Aziz Pahad and Albie Sach§i 7'y 
the'-SACHM:" 

deepened when Chris Hani, 

who last July topped the elegd.” i, 

tions to the ANC's national "' 

executive, said he would not 

stand for vlection to succeed 

Slovo as SACP secretary-gen: | 

eral, He wanted to concen- 

trate on his ANC work, .~ ' 
But on Friday night Hani™ " 

changed his mind and accepts ', 

ed nomination as secretary-- 

eneral, Suddenty’ the 
ommunist party's fortunes * ., 

had becn transformed. i 
young man with a bigger fol- . 
lowing than ang}one' elge in 
the ANC, bar clson Man- - 

dela, was' about to become’ 

The Ilani change of minh “ 

has reinvigorated the SACE 

Rul it will prove a bi head. 

ache for the ANC, which has 

always denied that it was a 

stalking horse for the Com: 
munist party. " 

South Africa survey — P38 
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CHRIS Hant, the new leader 
of the South African Commu. 
nist party, is also one of the 
most popular and powerful 
leaders of the African Nat.   ional Congress, writes Fred 
Bridgland, 

Mr Hani, 48, topped the 
polls in July with 1,X58 out of 
& possible 2,000 votes when 
the ANC Congress elected a 
national executive, He there. 
fore stands astride both pove. 

in each, : 
The electric and impulsive 

Mr Hani narrowly defeated 
hls mgin rival, the urbane and 
polished Thabo Mbekf, the 
ANC's forcign secretary who 
has refected his former Marx. 
fst beliefs. - 
The Communist leader rode 

to power and popularity as 
chicfoof-staff in the Soviet 
funded and trained military 
wing of the ANC, Umkhonto 
we Sizwe (Spear of the 
Nation), He has spent much of 
his life in Umkhonto camps in 
Angola and Zsmbia. He has 
been into battle with Umk- 
honto soldiers against the Un- 
ita movement in Angola and- 
the white army in former 
Rhodesia, 

. Born in Cofimvabag, in the 
Transkei, Mr Hani at first 
wanted to become a Roman 
Catholic priest. Instead he 
became a lswyer and an athe- 
ist, He gradvated in Latin 
from ¥ort Hare University 
and developed a love of elussis 
cal music and 
Yeats, Shelley, Byron and TS 
Eliot. 

In the minds of many white 
South Africans he is Public 
Enemy No 1 because of his 
role in Umkhonto. He was 
accused of murder and torture 
against dissident Umkhonto 
soldiers in the Angolan camps 
in 1983 when thcy mutinied 
over being sent into ba(tle 
uinlnst Unita rather than the 
white regime in South Africa, 

“It was u sad episode in our 
history,” Mr Hanl has said, *“I 
didn't derfve uny pleasure 

feared by whi 
'South Africans 

ments,'with a larye following ' 

the poetry of . 

ey, | 
fpoetry 

  

Hanl: feels that he 
is misunderstoed 

from the denth of the muti- 
_neers, It was our duty (o save 
Umkhonto from disintegrat- 
ion., I agree 1 took part tn the 
suppression of the mutiny on 
orders from the ANC, but'it is 
& lie that I teok part in the 
arrests and torture."” 

He Is close to Winni¢ Mun- 
dela, but even he held his head 
in despuir when, at a public 
meeting this year in Bekkers- 
dal, she suid the wives of the 
Amabulu (Boer policemen) 
would have to collect the 
corpses of their hushands if 
they dared to enter the town- 
ship, 

Mr Hani, now powerfully 
positioned to play 2 key con- 
structive or destructive role 
in South Africa, professes 
bewilderment that the press 
porirays him as a hard-liner 
or hawk. “I think I am tie 
most misunderstood person,” 
he said in a rure interview, “I 
disagree that I am a man of 
violence, that ! am a hard- 
liner. I am certainly none of 
these things. I love people and 
am completely dedicated to & 
non-racial secicly in this 
country.” 
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1 AM optimistic about South 
Africa, and my_optimism is 
based on three things. 

First is the quality of lead. 
ership. 1t is a mistake to 
impute 3ucstionable motives 
to President de Klerk as the 
reason that he is dismantling 
apartheid. No one should 
underestimate the great cour- 
age'that is required of him to 
do this. 

It s not only the repulsive 
system of apartheid that he is 
tearing down. It is the entire 
history of race relations in the 
couhtry. In the 350 years of 
white presence, there has not 
been  any institutionalised 
system of racial fairness. And 
we ghould not lay all of this on 
the" Boers. Even otherwise 
distinguised English gover- 
nors like Milner and Rhodes 
were, in this respect, not dis- 
tinguished at all. - 

Nelson Mandela, the Afri. 
can{'National Congress's delw- 
uty)- president, is equally 
clearly a very widely and 

| {\ustly respected leader. He 
ag, borne up with a great 

stoicism under his unjust 
~ imprisonment of 27 years. 

. But, like anyone who has 
"~ _been. out of the play for so’ 

long, he sometimes scctns 
like a gramophone record 

. stuck at the point where he. 
was removed. 

Some of those dreary plati- 
tudes of his about nationalisa- 
tion of busin¢ss and his pro- 
testations of friendship for 
Castro and Gaddafi and the 
IRA and Arafat really sound 
like the utterances of the Flat 
Farih Society. He is a sincere 
moderate, and de Klerk 
wants to help him prevail on 
behalf of the forces of moder- 
ation within the ANC, who 
are being sorely chaltenged. 

Chicf Buthelezi of Inkatha 
has been reviled by the inter- 
natipnal Left for opposin 
sanctions and the so-calle 

.. arms struggle. He is a distin- 
© guished 

strong group. 

eader of a very 

= The second reason for opti- 
mism is the decline of the 
international Left. 

There surely is a good deal 
of suffering and misery in the 
black townships and squat- 
ters' camps. But there are still 
large numbers of people 
pressing against the borders 
of South Africa, sceking 
entry. They are fugittves from 
the shambles of some of the 

The Dally Teleg@_gfi_ | 
  

plc chalrman, 

Conrad Black, glves 

a Hersonal and 

optimistic view of 

the republic’s future 

  

  

  

  

  

front-line states, most until 
recently, self-professedly 
Marxist, 

The third and most impor- 
tant reason for optimism 
about South Africa is that the 
rincipal political and socio- 
ogical fact about the country 

is that it cannot be governed 
without the two strongest 
groups in its demographic 
patchwork: the Afrikaaners 
and the Zulus. And the Afri- 
kaaners finally have 
renounced their atiempt.to 
impose a system based on 
racial arrogance. 

Ncither the Afrikaners nor 
the Zulus will accept a system 

“of the extreme Left. In those 
. circumstances, the pathway 
towards a regime of reconcili- 
-ation and moderation is not- 
clear and certainly will not be 
easy. But the extremes, far 
those reasons, will "be 

" avoided. 

The Inkatha party of Buthe. 
lezi, and Buthelezi himself, 
had to be recognized. It was 
all very well for the ANC to, 
invite him to a patriotic front 
meeting and give ultimata 

about the disarming of Zulus, 
because they happened not to 

be in their homeland of 
KwaNatal. 

But Buthelezi had been sys- 
tematically denied his right- 
ful status as the third player 
on the political stage — not by 

. Mandela, who appears to be 
well disposed towards him, 
but by the more extreme ele- 
ments in this fissiparous 
monolith of the ANC. 

A good deal of the vielence 
in the townships ceased when 
the ANC ceased its pretence 
that all tribal and politial 
movements had been sub- 
sumed into it. 

The ANC conference in the 
sunmer seemed to indicate 
that it is not moving to the 
Left but staying somewhat in 
the centre. De Klerk would 
certainly like to help Mandela 

and the moderates withia the - 
ANC, but it is absurd for the 
ANC leaders to advocate 
retention of sanctions, while 
advocating increased invest. 
ment and job creation; and 
particularly absurd while 
they can be seen every night 
on television being conveyed 
around in elongated late mod. 
¢l Mercedes-Renzes., 

Sanctions do not punish the 
racially offensive people. 

They puni-h those of every 
political and ethnic group, . 
who have courageously torn 
down apartheid. And that 

surely is not the purpose of 

sanctions. 

De Klerk has said that be 
plans a huge devolution of 

gowcr to the states. So it will 

e, to the maximum degree 
possible, not the cthnic 
groups being governed by 

other ethnic groups, but self 
_ government at a local level. 
The central legislature will 
probably have two houscs: 
one man/one vote, and the 

other Sugposedly modelled on 
the US Senate, having equal 

weighting for eachso-called 
culture, 5 . 

Now that will have to be & 
very delicately defined not to |§ 
replicate some of the evils of ¥ 
the previous system, Butitis g 
not just for the protection of | 
‘whites. The Fast Indians are 
frightened of the Zulus, the 
Xhosas are frightened of the 
Zulus, the whites are fright- 
ened of the Xhosas, The Zu- 
lus appear not to be_fright- 
ened of anybody, but do not 
much want to be told what ta 
do. 

. The system is not one man, 
one vote. It is, in d¢ Klerk's 
phrase, a vote of equal valuc 
for everyone., . 

And on such a system as 
that, it would be one of the 
maost cxcmglary democracies 
in the world. : 

‘For Mandela to be there at 

all after what he has been 
through and for Buthelezi to 
be so clase to holding the 
balance of power, consider- 
ing how he has been reviled 
by the foreign and domestic 
Left; and for de Klerk to be 
even with Mandela as the 
most respected politician in 
the country is certainly more 
rogress than one would 
ave dared to hope for prior 

to de Klerk's elevation in 
1989. 
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Chaos erupts 
as thousands 
mourn Ntuli 

east 18 people were killed in Tho- 
township yesterday as violence 

ed after thousands of East Rand 
’Eslce"s turned out for community 
leader Sam Ntuli’s fumeral. 

Police and the SADF rushed reinforce- 
ments to the area last night SAP spokes- 
man Capt Eugene Opperman said 18 
bodies had been found by 1llpm, and at 
least 12 people had heen injured. 

He said it appeared the occupants of an 
unidentified vehicle had driven aroond the 
township firing on mourners returning 
home from the funeral 

An abandoned AK-47 was found in the 
area yesterday. Opperman said no arrests 
had been made 2nd the situation was tense. 

Most of the victimms had been shot or 

AT le 
;'OZ 

are 

:naocea Opperman said mast of the dead / 
appeared to be Xhosas”, adding that the |; 

bodies had been scattered around Thokoza | 
and Karhlehong townships. 

Ntull, the general secretary of the Civies | 
Association of the Southern Transvaal, was ¥ 
gurned down near his Thokoza home by 
unknown persons eight days ago. Police 
have offered a R25 000 reward for informa- 

.tion leading to the arrest and (.on*m:tmn of . 
hJS hl:& B 6 - 

About 15000 ‘mouwrners heard rmhs.ant 

  

L 
vehicles stood between the groups, but 
proved nnable to prevent another upsurge 
of violence in the township where hundreds 
have died this year. 

At about Spm, a volley of shots sent 
residents running for cover, while a srnall 
group of armed squatters attacked fi 
taxis. The body of a man was found "en"ov 

Police used teargas to disperse a mob 
that tried to stop them confiscating two 
licensed firearms outside the stadinm. 

JONATHON REES ! 
  

Civie leaders said two youths had been 
abducted and forced into one of the town- 
ship’s hostels. It was not clear what the 
outcome of the incident was. 

At the funeral service, Umkhonto we 
Sizwe commander-in-chief Joe Madise 
called for firearm licences to be distribut- 
ed to members of township defence units. 
ANC Youth ___g_ue president Peter Mo- 

kaba told the chee"mg crowd that town- 
ships should once again be made © ‘un‘gLov- 
“ernable” so government éoild not dictate 
_the pace of the [iberation struggle. 

He castigated ANC membérs who ai- 
" lowed attacks on residents to sucgeed, 

      

.- “We expect them to return fire with fire ° 
_and bl Tets with bullets™ : 

calls for the establishment of self-defence Speaker affér speaker condemned the 
units to curb the violence that speakers 
placed squarely at the door of government. 
.-~After the burial, thousands of residents 
‘streamned past Thokoza’s two Inkatha-sup-~ - 
.porting hostels, ‘many branchsmng crode 
weapons .and exci Jaging taunts with 

hostel-dweflez's. £ 
-7 Scores of police md bADF armcmi 

& 

. presence of police and the SADF u:z town- 
: smpx 

. ANC “secretary- general Cyril R.;ma- 
: pboc~ ”."«'.‘ated calls. for an interim gov- 
ernment, saying President FF W de Klerk's 
govern .-Lnen would be allowed to rule for - 

- e 
not more than another year, 
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/SACP prepared to ‘go 
THE SA Communist Party will go it 

~ alone in elections if it discovers it has 

. ance partners, 

Congress and the Congress of South 

African Trade Unions. 

At the same time, Hani, newly- 

appointed eneral secretary of the 

SACP, has defended his decision to ac- 

~ cept the position in defiance of ANC 

wishes by saying he was persuaded by a 

groundswell of opinion. 

He also raised the possibility that the 

 sheer pressure of work might force him 

to give up his position as chief of staff 

of the ANC’s military wing, MK. 

~ Joe Slovo, who this week stepped 

" down as the SACP’s general secretary 

" and became “chairperson”, said the 

_current marriage 0 
“tween the ANC and the SACP “is not 

forever”. : ; 

At the moment, he said, the alliance 

had managed to find consensus 

in advance of negotiations on every sin- 

e issue. : 

But he forecast that differences could 

arise and that the SACP would then 

field rival candidates. 

In response to questions about a con- 

flict of interests arising because of Mr 

convenience be- 

it gloge’ in elecé iozgflr ' 

John MacLerfnar 
  

Hani’s new job, Mr Slovo said the a 

rointmenthadbeenclearedwi
th C 

eaderNelsonmndehpermal
lyand 

he had approved it. 

Mr Hani said the f:nenl secretary 

post was a full-time b and he would 

obviously spend most of his time work- 

in% on party matters. ) g 

n addition he is a member of the 

ANC’s national executive committee 

(NEC) as well as the NEC’s working 

ttee. 
He said he would continue to play a 

roleinMK,buthewunotsureflthis 
would be as chief of staff. He said he 

relieved of the job in the inter- 

The SACP's new central commi 

reflects even stronger ties with the 

ANC and unions. ; 

Sixteen of the 25 members elected at 

the party’s congress at Johannesburg 

y also hold some of the highest 

membership positions in the ANC. 

e mgea o oul al 
Gwala, who came in with 332 votes 

com%ared with the 339 of Blades Nzi- 

mande. SB5 

  
 



  

  

  

  

Mandela gives 
0@\"\ W 

Hani go-ahegld 
@l 

as SACP chlef 
TRIUMPHANT: 
Chris Hani 
acknowledges 
applause after 
being elected 
to replace Joe 

communist 
conference to 
be held in SA 
in 40 years 
Picture: 
BRIAN . 
HENDLER 

ANC president Nelson Mandela 
gave permission at short notice 
for Umkhonto we Sizwe chief of 
staff Chris Hani to become leader 
of the SACP after he was tele- 
phoned in America by his deputy, 
Mr Walter Sisulu. 

The decision to elect Mr Hani as gener- 
al secretary of the SACP at the party’s 
first legal conference in South Africa in 40 
years was taken despite initial strong 
opposition from the ANC and MK. 

But the party had no alternative after 
g only other leading candidate, former 

tu deputy general secretary Sydney 
Mufamadi, told members he was unavail- 
able for a top position. 

~ Mr Hani will resign from the ANC’s 
& ‘national working committee and is likely 

  

      

  

to resign as chief of staff of MK. 

Surprise 
Former SACP general secretary Joe 

‘Slovo was not available for re-election 
| because of ill-health and work commit- 
ments elsewhere. He was elected un- 

‘ opposed as chairman of the party. 
Former journalist and Operation Vula 

. Charles Nquakula was elected 
opposed as ‘deputy general secretary, 

' pen Islander y Mhlaba was elected 
d; yuty chairman. 

‘Mr Slovo told a press conference yes- 
terday that Mr Mandela had indicated he 
_had no objection to Mr Hani taking the 
| top position. 

Mr Hani said he believed he could still 
 play some role in MK, although he doubt- 
ed it would be as chlef of staff. He would 

  

By EDYTH BULBRING: Political Reporter 
      

retain his position on the ANC’s national 
executive committee. 

He said his nomination had come as a | 
surprise, as he had said before the con- 
gress that he was unavailable for an offi- 
cial position. Mr Hani is now likely to lead | 
the SACP delegation in the Codesa talks. 

Delegates at the congress reaffirmed 
their commitment to socialism as the 
only viable solution to South Africa’s 
problems. 

The crises in the Soviet Union and 
Eastern Europe featured prominently in 
lively debate by over 400 delegates, which 
was open to the media. 

While recognising that socialism had 
failed in the Soviet Union because of its 
distorted implementation and a lack of 
democracy, delegates reaffirmed their 
commitment to socialism and Marxist- 
Leninism. ’ 

They also committed themselves to 
multi-partyism and the pursuit of social- 
ism by democratic means. , 

&battneg the paxl;tymfigtxon, dele- 
gates voted overwhe! scrap the 
word “democratic” to N soclags 

Those opposing the deletxon said a so-f 
cialist state could take different forms. 
The form the SACP wanted was demo- 
cratic socialism and not the type adopted 
in the Soviet Union. : 

However, other delegates said social- 
ism by its nature was democratic and did 
not have to be qualified. ‘ 

Mr Slovo said there had been no rejec- 
tion by the conference of democratic 
socialism as a concept, only as a qualify- 
ing adjective. i 

  

  

  

 


