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HE Progressive Fed-

eral Party future did

not look any brighter

after its leadership-
changing national congress
.here this weekend — but its
delegates are convinced the
party’s principles are right
and non-negotiable.

Reports, particularly by
SABC, of big divisions in the
party, were grossly exaggerat-
ed.

Differences of opinion there

certainly are on issues such as .

security, national service and
co-operation with other politi-
cal parties — but delegates on
both sides laughed out of court
suggestions that the party was
about to divide.

And SABC Political Corres-
pondent, Mr Andre le Roux,
found himself as a unifying
factor after trying to create
the impression in a television
report that there were major
divisions.

The congress as a whole
turned on him for what they
felt was disgraceful reporting.

For years the major differ-
ence and the one that has
raised more emotions than any
other has been the SADF and
security generally.

And again in this congress
the issues were raised — but
this time both sides felt they
had gained ground.

The youth wing of the party,
which has been pressing hard
for the scrapping of conscrip-
tion and for alternative ser-
vice, feels it has made signifi-
cant gains with the acceptance
“for the first time as party poli-
¢y that there should be alter-
“native service to military ser-
vice for any reason, not just
religious reasons.

The right-wing of the party
was quite happy to accept this.

..And it was even more happy

Outgomg party leader Mr Colin Eghn (left) poses with
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founding member Mrs Helen Suzman and new leader Dr

Zach de Beer

that for the first time a firm
security policy was spelled out.

On top of this there was a
motion endorsing the principle
of hot pursuit and another say-
ing the courts should be al-
lowed to ban organisations
whose members were found
guilty of engaging in, foment-
ing or advocating violence, ter-
rorism, insurrection, sedxtlon
or revolution.

The one public display of
anger came when Mr Harry
Schwarz MP (Yeoville), consid-
ered the party hawk, reacted
with irritation to a delegate

who described the SADF as an

“instrument of apartheid”.

And a number of delegates,
as has almost become standard
practice over the past few
years, hissed in return.

There is clearly growing

concern among PFP members
about the use of the SADF,
particularly in the townships.
The delegates fully accepted
that the major problem of the
party was the white public
perception of the PFP as a
party that would sell them
down the river and it was diffi-
cult to battle against the SABC
that was doing its best to

_maintain this perception.

However the congress did
not manage to come up with
any firm solution of how it was
going to tackle the problem.

Outgoing PFP leader, Mr
Colin Eglin said at the start of
the conference that the party
was based firmly on individual
freedom and all that this en-
tailed such as the rule of law.
Under no circumstances should
they compromise on this issue.
This was particularly the

case in attempting to fmd

some accommodation with

other parties to the left of the
Government.

PPF delegates to a greater
or lesser extent favour work-

|
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ing in closer co-operation with

other political groupings both
in and out of the parliamenta-

ry structure. A resolutioon was

adopted agreeing to merge if |

necessary into a “new, non-ra-
cial,progressive party commit-
ted to the liberal values that

the PFP has so stoutly defend-

ed in the past”.

But it is clear that there is
growing impatience with Dr
Denis Worrall’s Independent
Party. They do not trust Dr

“Worrall’'s motives and feel he

is merely trying to milk the
PFP.

Delegates concede that Dr

Worrall leads the PFP in pub-
lic opinion polls but they feel
that the IP is basically a “one-
man show” that would be un-
able to fight elections effec-
tively on a broad front.

Dr Zach de Beer’s unopposed
election as new leader had
general .support from dele-
gates. There was division over
who should be the chairman.

Almost half the delegates,
looking for a new crown
prince, with Dr de Beer in the
same generation of politicians
as Mr Eglin, sought to elect the
younger Mr Tian van der
Merwe as party chairman.

“ He lost by a surprising four
votes to Mr Eglin.

The PFP has a long way to
g0 to recover from its serious
setback in last year’s elections
but it remains convinced that
its cause is right and just but it
knows that it must adopt new
tactics to get its message
across.

Although the delegates ap-
proved many motions and
clearly spelt out security poli-
cy the congress did not really
provide the answers to any
large extent to its battle to win
public support.
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- ANC moves to the right in
new post-apartheid charter

. A POST-APARTHEID constitu-
. tion drawn up by the African Na-

tional Congress proposes a multk
party system for South Africa as
well as a mixed economy and 3
workers’ charter with the right to
strike.

1t commits a future ANC gow
ernment to universal suffrag:
based on one persopm One Vvolte,
and to a single national identity.
But it also says that the stat:
“shall recognise the linguistic and
cultural diversity of the peopl:
and provide facilities for frec lin-
guistic and cultural develop
ment”.

The 25-point draft constitutior,
drawn up by the exiled congres,
is described as “basic guidelines
for the foundations of goverr-
ment in a post-apartheid Soun
Africa”. It is being secretly circe-
lated among organisaticns loya,
or sympathetic, to the ANC i

By Richard Dowden, £frica Editor

South Africa for discustion but
the ANC has chosen not to make
it public outside the courtry. The
decument has been publshed in
full in this month's edition of the
London-based newsletter, Fron!
File.

Unti] now the basic decument
of the ANC has been tie Free-

. dom Charter drawn up in 1955,

which reflected the socialist
thinking and commitnent to
nationalisation prevalen at the
time. The Charter stated: "The
national wealth of our country . . .
shall be restored to the peaple.
The mineral wealth benzath the
soit, the banks and monspoly in-
dustry shall be transferred to the
ownership of the people as a
whole™.

The new document is nore so-

ber and less strident than the
Chater. It is also less clear on
statcownership. ““The private sec-
tor siall be obliged 10 co-operate
withthe state in realising the ob-
jectires of the Freedom Charter
in ppmoting social well-being,” it
states. “The cconomy shall be a
mixed one, with a public sector, a
privéte scctor, a co-operative sec-
tor and a small-scale family sec-
tor. roperty for personal usc and
consimption shall be constitu-
tiondly protected.” On land own-
ership, the document says racial
restnctions on its use wiil be abol-
ished but reform shall be imple-
mened “in conformity with the
priciple of affirmative action,
takirg into account the status of
victins of forced removals.”

Tie Frcedom Charter mede

racism a punishable crime. The
new document says: “The advo-
cacy or practice of racism,
Facism, Nazism or the incitement
of ethnic or regional exclusive-
ness or hatred shatl be outlawed.
The state and social institutions
shall have a constitutional duty to
eradicate race discrimination and
take active steps to eradicate the
economic and social inequalities
preduced by racial discrimina-
lion. Parties which conform 1o
these principies will be zllowed o
exist and take part in the political
life of the country.”

The document updaies and
clarifies the ANCs poluical
plans, This is a necessary and deli-
cate chore since while, on the one
hand, the organisation is anxiots
1o woo Western businessmen, at
the same lime it has o maintain
its support among radicals in
South Africa.
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In This Issue

® ANC’s Post Apartheid Guldelines - A to Y: A Fron
File exclusive details the ANC's draft proposals for
a South African constitution,

® Angola Talks; Amber Lights: The approaching US
elections have concentrated the SA government's
mind. The negotiations are taking shape but the
September 29 deadline sct by the US & USSR
looks optimistic.

»

® Dakar II: A second conference in Dakar is sche-
duled for early September to consider “Institu-
tional Development in Africa’. The participants
wiil include the ANC and van Z.ylp Slabbert's
IDASA.

® ANC and AAM: Problems in Paris: The French
Anti Apartheia Movement has clashed with the
ANC ard the French Communist Party over the at-
tendunce of the PAC at a Par's festival.

ANC’s Post-Apratheid ‘Guidelines’ - A to Y

Foralmost two years, the exiled African National Congress
(ANC) of South Africa has been discussing the revision of
the Freedom Chaner, adopted by the Congress of the
Peaple at Kliptown, near Johannesburg, in 1955. (See
Front File Vol. 2, No. 9.)

Front File reproduces the draft of the ANC’s conclusions,
issued under the title ‘Constitutional Guidelines for a
Democratic South Africa’,

The document is phrased in general terms, partly because
the ANC wants to secure the widest possible support among
South Africans of all races, and partly because it takes the
position that it cannat define its policies finally until it has
had an opponunity to campign freely in § 4 and submit
its views to the entire population. T

The draft ‘Guidelines’ broadly are in the spirit of the Free-
dom Charter. The draft makes the following points: .

(a) There must be a rapid and irreversible redistribution of
weaith in SA, but the economy will be a mixed one, with
public, private, co-operative and small-scale family sec-
tors. The word nationalisation is not used. (b) The prin-
ciple of group (or ethnic) rights is rejected, but a bill of
individual human rights is offered instead, and ‘cultural
divrsity’ is recognised. (c) The institution of. hereditary ru-
lers and chiefs will be ‘transformed’. (d) There will be
wniversal suffrage based on one person/one vote. (e) Any
individuals or parties advocating racism or ethnic or re-
gional exclusiveness will be banned. (f) Central authority
may be delegated.

The ANC intends to c'reulate the document widely in SA
and throw it open for discussion. When it has been fully
discussed, opinions will be collated and the ‘Guidelines’,
if necessary, revised. Following is the full text of the draft
Guidelines.

Freedom Charter - 1988 Version

The Freedom Charter, adopted in 1955 by the Congress
of the People at Kliptown, near Johannesburg, was the
first systematic statement in the history of our country of
the political and constitutionat vision of a free, demo-
cratic and non-racial Soutt Africa.

The Freedom Charter remains today unique as the only
Soutl Alfrican document of its kind that adheres firmly
to democratic principles as accepted throughout the
world. Amongst South Africans it has become by far the
most widcly accepted programme for a post-apartheid
country. The stage is now approaching where the Free-
dom Charter must be converted from a vision of the fu-
turc into a constitutional reality.

We in the Alfrican National Congress submit to the
people of South Africa, and to all those throughout the
world who wish to see an end of apartheid, our basic gui-
delines for the foundations of government in a post-
apartheid South Africa. Extensive and democratic
dcbate on these guidelines will mobilise the widest sce-
tions o' our 1. pulation to achieve agreement on how o
put an end 1o the tyranny and oppression under which

our people live, thus cnabling them (o lead normal and
decent lives as free citizens in a free country.

The immediate aim is to create a just and democratic so-
ciety that wil sweep awey the country's old legacy of co-
lonial conquest and white domination, and abolish all
laws imposing racial oppression and discrimination. The
removal of discriminatory laws and eradication of all ves-
tiges of the illcgitimate repime are, however, not enough,
The structures and institutions of apartheid must be clis-
manlled and be replaced by democratic ones. Steps must
be taken to ensure that apartheid ideas and practices are
not permitted to appear in old or new forms.

In addition, the effccts of centuries of racial domination
and inequality must be overcome by constitutional pro-
visions for corrective action which guarantees a rapid
and irreversible redistribution of wealth and opening up
of facilities to all. The constitution must also be such as
to promote the habits of non-racial and non-sexist think-
ing, the practice of anti-racist behaviour and the acquisi-
tion of genuincly sharcd patriotic consciousness.
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The constitution must give firm protection to the fun-

 damental human rights of all citizens. There shall be

equal rights for all individuals irrespective of race, col-
our, sex or creed. In addition, the conslitution must en-
trench equal cultural, linguistic and religious rights for
all.

Under the conditions of contemporary South Africg,
87% of the land and 95% of the instruments of produc-
tion arc in the hands of the ruling class, which is drawn
solely from the white community. It follows, therefore,
that constitutional protection for group rights would per-
petuatc the status quo and would mean that the mass of
the pcople continue to be constitutionally trapped in

_ poverty and remain as outsiders in the Jand of their birth.

Finally, the c{ficacy of the constitution will, to & large ex-
tent , be determined by the degree to which it promotes
conditions for the active involvement of all scctors of the
population at all Jevels in government and in the ccon-
omic and cultural life.

Bearing these fundamental objcetives in mind, we de-
clare that the cliwination of apartheid and the erratinn
of a truly just and democratic South Africa requires a
constitution based on the following principles:

The State -
(A) South Africa shall be an independent, unitary,
democratic and non-racial state.

(B) Sovereigntyshall belong to the pcople asa whole and

shall be exercised through one central legislatyre,
executive, judiciary and administration,
Provision shall be made for the delegation of the
powers of the ceatral authority to suberdinate ad-
ministrative units for purposes of more efficicnt ad-
ministration and democratic participation,

(C) The institution of hereditary rulers and chiels shall

be transformed to serve the intercsts of the people
as a whole in conformity with the democralic princi-
ples embodied in the constitution.

(D) All organs of government, including justice, sceurity
and armed forces, shall be representative of the
people as a whole, democratic in their structure and
functioning, and dedicated to defending the princi-
ples of the constitution,

Franchise

(E) In the exercise of their sovercignty, the people shall
have the right to vote under a system of universal suf-
frage based on the principle of one person/one vote.

() Ever voter shall have the right (o stand for ¢lection
and to be clected to all legislative bodies.

National Identity

(G) It shall be statc policy to promote the growth of a
single national identity and loyalty binding on all
South Africans. At the same time, the state shall rec-
ognise the linguistic and cultural diversity of the
people and provide facilities for free linguistic and
cultural development,

Bill of Rights and Affirmative Action

(H) The Constitution shall include a Bill of Rights based
on the Freedom Charter. Such a Bill of Rights shall
guarantce the funcamental human rights of all
citizens, irrespective of race, colour, sex or creed,

and shall providc appropriate mechanisms for their
protection and enforcement.

(I) The statc and all social institutions shall be under a
constitutional duty to eradicate race discrimination
in all its forms.

(J) The state and all social institutions shall be under a
constitutional duty to take active sieps to eradicate,
speedily, the cconomic and social incqualities pro-
duced by racial discrimination. :

(K) The advocacy or practice of racism, fascism, nazism
or the incitement of ethnic or regional exclusiveness
or hatred shall be outlawed.

(L) Subjcct to clauses (I) and (K) above, the democratic
state shall guarantec the basic rights and [reedoms,
such as freedom of association, thought, worship
and the press.

Furthermore, the state shall have the duty to protect
the right to work and guarantce the right to educa-
tion and social security.

(M) All parties which conform to the provision of (I) to
(K) above shall have (Lo logal aight to st and to
take part in the political lifc of the country.

Economy -

(N) The state shall ensure that the entire economy ser-

" ves the interests and well-being of the entire popu-
lation, 5
(O) The state shall have the right to determine the
~ " genetal contéxt in which ¢conomic lifc takes place
and define and limit the rights and obligations at-
taching (o the ownership and use of productive ca-
pacity. '

() The private sector of the cconomy shall be obliged
to cooperate with the state in realising the objectives
of the Freedom Charter in promoting social well-
being. e

(Q) The economy shall be a mixed one, with a public sec-
tor, a privatc sector, a co-operative sector and a

~ small-scale family sector,

(R) Co-operative forms of cconomic enterprise, village
industrics and small scale family activities shall be
supported by the state.

(8) 'The state shall promote the acquisition of manage-
rial, tcehnical and scientific skills among all sections
of the populalion, especially the blacks.

(T) Property for personal use and consumption shall be
constitutionally protected.

Land -

(U) The state shall devise and implement a land reform
programme that wil} include and address the follow-
ing issues:

- Abolition of all racial restrictions on ownership
and usc of land

- Implementation of land reform in conformity with
the principle of affirmative action, taking into ac-
coupl the status of victims of foreed removals,

Workers

(V) A charter profectivg workers’ trade upion rights, es-
pecially the right to strike and collective bargaining,
shall be incorporated into the constitution.




Zach de Be

DALy News

hlS new

CAPE TOWN: Dr Zach
de Beer takes over lead-
ership of the PFP after
a long and very success-
ful business career. -

His unopposed elec-*

tion at the PFP federal
congress at the week-
end was an act of hope
by the party that he
would be the man to
pull it through its trou-
bles.

A Bishops boy, Dr de
Beer (59) graduated

from UCT an MBChS.:
and was a houseman at °

Groote Schuur before
going into private prac-
tice. _

In 1953 he was eléct-”

ed to Parliament on a
United Party ticket as
MP for Maitland — the
youngest MP at that
time.

He was a founder of
the Progressive Party
in 1959, with Mrs Helen

-Suzman and other UP

MPs.

He lost hié seat in the

1961 election but contin-
ued to play a leading
role in the party, includ-
ing as MP for Parktown
between 1977 and 1980.

His return to full-
time politics as leader
of the PFP means he
will seek a second
comeback to Parlia-
ment.

Dr de Beer began his
business career in 1962
when he joined a public
relations and advertis-
ing agency.

He started as head of
the firm’s marketing
and research depart-
ment and later became
resident director in
Cape Town.

In 1968 he joined
Anglo American Cor-
poration, spending a
year in the public rela-
tions department before
being appointed a mar-
keting adviser.

He was then appoint-
ed to the chairman’s of-
fice with reponsibility
for personnel and or-
ganisation.

In May 1970 Dr de
Beer was appointed a

Dr Zch de Beer . -

manager of the cor-
poration.

From 1972 to 1974 he
was in charge of Anglo’s

activities in Zambia.
Then he was appointed
a director of Anglo
American.

For many years, Dr
de Beer was associated
with the marketing ac-
tivities of De Beers, the
diamond arm of Anglo.

He is now an execu-
tive director of Anglo
and chairman of Anglo
American Properties,

. LTA and the Southern

Life Association.

But he will resign all
these posts from the end
of this month.

Dr de Beer’s election
as PFP leader involves

- big business in South
African parliamentary -
* politics as never before.

“I have sat in the
boardrooms of Johan-
nesburg for a long time,
and that may help ” he
said.

The doyen of SA fi-
nance, Mr Harry Op-
penheimer, helped
launch the new leader-
ship by addressing this
year’s PFP federal con-
gress. -

He described Dr de ’

Beer as one of his “ol-
dest and dearest and
most valued friends”
and hoped that the PFP

“had reached a turning

point under a new lead-
er.

The Anglo/Oppen-
heimer connection is
valuable both in terms

eg maps out
‘high road’v

Davnd Braun, Political Staff

f-plan_

of mfluence and funds

'to Dr de Beer's-PFP,
~ but it will obviously be

exploited by the party’s
opponents. °

That is why Dr de
Beer is cutting all his
formal business links.

Dr de Beer has set
himself four goals as
the new PFP leader:
B Admitting that the
PFP has for the last
year been fighting for
its life, he has set as his
first priority the res-
.toration of the party to

. its full strength and

health.

.“This is a matter of
mobilisation, of organi-
sation and fund-raising,
and of the effective pre-
sentation of our reason
able, practical, work-
able policies for the
new, post-apartheid
South Africa,” he said in
his statement of intent;
B His second task he
saw in the words of Dr
D.F. Malan, who led the
Nationalists to power in
1948: “Bring together

“those who belong to-

gether because of their
convictions”.

Dr de Beer's core po-
litical philosophy and
message is clear and
concise: “Our principles
are equal human dig-

“nity and rights, personal

freedom and the rule of
law. 3
. “Millions of South
Africans believe in
these things.

- “They all belong in

_one strong organisa-

tion”;

B ’l‘he third goal was to
reassure blacks who
were despairing, and

“ whites who were fright-

ened, he said. &

‘““Policies based on
freedom and dxgmty
can work”;

_ B The fourth task is to

create a wide South
African unity aimed .at
a strong, free-market
economy and a nego-
tiated democratic con-
stitution — ““the high
road to a fine future for
us all”.




CP aiming
to capture

Natal seas

lHE DaiLy NEwg

Political Reporter _ .. - ‘~_’

THE Conservatwe Party elected a
new Natal leader at its congress at
the weekend — Mr Fanie Bester, a
'Margate building contractor.

Two deputy chairmen were also
elected by the 100-odd delegates. They
were Mr Pat Mohr of Durban and Mr
Corne Aldum, who works for a big in-
dustrial concern in Newcastle.

. Mr Bester was previously a member
-of the National Party, but left it before
the CP was formed as he did not agree
with its policies.

He said the CP would have to spend
as much attention as possible on the
municipal elections. .

“The most important thing though, is
to get rid of the Government, and bring
back a stable government to this coun-
try. The people of this country deserve
a stable government.”

Mr Bester serves on educatlon and

-8/98/8p -

school commlttees on th South~Coast.

He was one of the first members of the |

Afrikaanse Protestante Kerk congrega-
tion formed in the Margate area.

"It emerged from the congress that
the CP thinks it can win Newcastle,
and probably Richards Bay, ‘Vryheid

and some South Coast town councils in |

the municipal elections. It was raising
most funds in the Greytown seat and

~signing up most members in. Newcas-

tle.

The NP was consistently attacked at
the congress on issues ranging from
privatisation to group areas, to laws
restnctmg the political role of teach-
ers.

Delegates asked the Attorney Gener-
al to prosecute offenders against the
Group Areas Act as the law required.
“The Attorney General must desist
from- referring cases where charges
have been la1d in terms of the Act back
to the SAP on a three-
monthly basis, thereby
making the enforcement
of the Act inoperable.”

Congress called on the
coming CP government
to abolish . .the
Natal/KwaZulu Joint
Executive Authority and
to re-establish directly
elected provmcxal coun-
cils.

The delegates had se-
rious objections to some
practices at police sta-
tions and magistrate
courts in white areas. = -

“A resolution objected
to the way black police-
men took white people’s
fingerprints; to com-
plainants in sensitive
cases, including rape,
giving statements and
evidence in the presence
of black policemen; to
whites being held in the
same cells as other races
and to white youths sen-
tenced to corporal pun-
ishment receiving cuts
from black policemen.
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No room for optimism-

On sanctions, says chief

By Kaizer Nyatsumba

ty will not impose stricter measures, Chief Mangos- -

uthu Buthelezi warned at a press conference at Jan

Smuts Airport today.

Returning from an anti-sanctions cagnp'aign in
England and the US, the kwaZulu Chief Minister and

Inkatha president said while he would not stop lobpy-
ing against sanctions, there was no hope that the in-
ernational community could be persiaded to forgo
i&s plans to impose sanctions, - :

“I think we mus Just accept the worst. I want to

being an exporter of violence”, )
Chief Buthelezi said those who believed that sane-
awayito avoid a bloodbath did‘not

“I'know that people march when they are hun
— just as French peasants marched to the Bastille
during the French Revolution,” he saig, _ .

Chief Buthelezi criticised proponents of sanctions.
“The people who shout louder for sanctions are those
who are committed to violence,”

He said he received an overall positive response in
the US, even though about five people demonstrat-

‘Communist Party. g
* “The media like to dramatise demonstrations. One

“can rent a mob, you know. I can gather a huge dem-

onstration myself ”

& | The Star Bureau . .

| LONDON — ‘Impatience
% ] is growing within the
o anti-apartheid leadership
1 in South Africa with what
i they regard ag the “in-
' Creasingly erratic behay-
‘| lour” of Mrs Winnje Man-
-} dela, it is reported.in

ndon, s e ;

-] London Sunday Times,

| reporting from Cape
: Town, says that, since her
banning order ended two

been transformed from
“Mother of the Nation” to
.an increasingiy imperi-
Ous prima donna,

- Started calling her ‘the
black Evita’, he adds, -
““From being a heroje
Symbol ‘who wag gagged,
: Imprisoned ang’ banished
¥ the authoritjes for
‘more than a decade,
many believe she js 5 lia-
bility to her ’community
and an embarrassment to
the ANC.” : :
Godwin quotes an un-
.+ Ji | named senior activist as-
ok ' saying: “She hasn’t the
1 . foggiest idea of what
= ' Organisational discipline
* f| | is all about,” .,
- | The latest fiasco, says:
T Godwin, was over Mrs
- Mandela’s claim that
black American husiness- .
man Mr Robert Brown
* had been gjven power of

' attorney for the Mandels

‘Peter Godwin of fpe !

' years ago, her image has |

. “Her opponents haye |

o "

z‘, o

id Chief Bathelezi.

i “’I\Ab'.'_‘u" SIS~

/ S

</ /55

naiue,

dcla’s st Sertous mjs,
take was ip April 19g¢

lace method of murder
| ‘with burning tyres. Tt

said her remarks were
“unfortunate”, o
. ‘There are signs, he
says, that Nelson- Mande.

Godwin says Mrs Map. |

with her apparent en- |
dorsement of the neck- [

la has tried harg to keep
her-on the politica‘l_, rails,

Ve
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sides.

CHIEF Buthelezl -

DALLAS — The Chief ‘Miniger of KwaZulu,
Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi, warned yesterday of
the dangers of a Christian alsolutism leading
churches to take sides in a South African situation -
in which there were no exclusivdy right or wrong

" The church ‘would err
if it vas not there on

every side, encouraging -

all to lo what they could
in thdr own particular
circunstances, he tald
minisers of the United
Methedist Church.

He also cautionsd
agaiist *“‘Christian
adverturism" on the part
of whit he called way-out
churc leaders. -

it. abandons .ordinary

Address to
churchmen

folklo a fate of dyingina
prenaturely-called just
war which cannot be
won,” he said.

There was no one
organisation which could
briny about the libera-
tion of South Africa on

“its own. Apartheid was

an evil which had to be
fought on every level at
all tmes.

For him this spelt out
the need for black unity

“The church errs when © bassd on a common

-acceptance of the need

for a multx stratcgy
approach He' 'was not
going to “invent my own
Christ whom I am
capable of putting in a
straitjacket.

He told the Metho- -
dists: “I cannot say that

Christ is not there across
our borders whére
revolutionaries are being
trained. I cannot say that
He is not there on our
borders -where soldiers
are deployed against the
revolutionaries.

“South Africa is ‘al

deeply polarised socncty
and I know that Christ is
there on both sides of

every conflict. He is’

therefore in every
orgamsa.lon because no
organisation is totally
rigat and none is totally
evil.”

For their part, he and
Inkatha rejected the
notion that reform could
not take place in his
country. He believed
that, on the contrary,
violent revolutionaries
were actually delaying
the end of apartheid.

This was because they
attacked the South

"DON'T TAKE SII ES,
*HIEF URGES ..

where “it was strongest

and in so doing they |

dissipated the sttcngth
that should be gomg into
the struggle.

Chief Buthelezi said :
1hatasleadcr of Inkatha |
_what he did was}
‘approved by manay {.
- millions of black South |’
" Africans. yet, because of !

what . he did, he was
ostracnscd by the councxh
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F YOU think Sotth Africa’s
name stirks now, just wait un-

til government's rew housing

policiés go into effect. The
proposed amendmeits to the

Group Areas Act, with the ancil-

lary leg?Iation, is ezactly what
the sanctions lobby has been
waiting for.

There will be miles of television
footage, matched in ¢ramatic im-
pact only by “Cry Freedom,” of
policeme

rain. There vill be homeless babies
cuddled op the cold sidewalks. There
will be celexrated trials in which
judges will confess that the law for-
bids them to do justicz. :

If revolution comes fo this country
it will be for the same reason that
revolution came to France ?ust two
| centuries ago: the Nats, like the
Bourbons, farget nothing and learn
nothing. They still striggle, after 40
years of failire, to control the people
whom they cannot lezd.

Urbanisaﬁon can he seen as a
threat or n o ng_'tmity. To the
white voter who dreais democracy,
the populaion explosion among

black people is a threat; to the entre-

preneur it isa marketfor millions of
baby shoes. To the bureaucrat, a
shack is an untidy structure; to the
seller of corrugated iron sheets it’s a
marker, and to the ewner and his

family it is an investment.

‘Think abwut the ivestment: the -

Urban Fowndation las estimated
that there are nearly 350 000 shacks
in the PWV area, eachof them repre-
%’g‘oﬂ an investment of perhaps

Government’s {x')licy is to knock

them dowr That is tantamout to

destroying an investment of R350m

in an irnpoverished country. Govern-
ment kopes instead, to put those peo-

ple into fidy little boxes, each costing

no less than R2000). The task of -
providing  such housng on such a .
scale, all arthorities agree, is beyond -
the capacity of this country. There- -

fore they despair..

Net unreasonably, the black peo-
ple who find no houses, and are per-

putting old ladies and
their sticks o furniturs out into the °

“KEN OWEN

mitted to build no shacks, crowd into -

the cities in search of shelter. In
places like Hillbrow or Mowbray,
they are exploited by landlords who

ck them into decaying buildings
ike sardines. The result is to turn a
once-vibrant urban environment into
a ghetto. : .

Governmet’s idea of solving these

problems is contained in the Group

Areas Amendment Bill, which,is due

-to come before Parliament’s short
session this month. The Bill envis-

ages nothing that will put a roof over
anybody’s head; instead, it does fur-
ther damage to our legal system by
creating a presumption of guilt; it
weakens property rights by permit-
ting the seizure of buildings occupied
by people of too-generous pigmenta-

-tion; and it creates new classes of

g:riminals whose crime is to rent liv-
ing space.

It never ceases to amaze me that an

_Afrikaans government should do so
-.much harm to the unique Roman-

Dutch legal system which was Eu-

’s (and Afrikanerdom’s) greatest
gift to this country; instead they pass
Jaws which violate any concept of

justice and bring the entire system
into disrepate. The eminent judges
and lawyers who conplain f disre-
spect to the courts reed look no fur-

er for an explanaion thai to the
law itself. :

It surrr'ses me less — since the
National Party, recently converted
to free enterpgiise, Iegan itslife as a
pational scciali
government plays havoc vith the
property rights which are the basis
of capitalism. What loes surprise me
is that they should violate ;ropert{
rights for so trivial  cause zs to kic
a man ani his fanily out of their
home. ;

Nor does it surprise me that a

Nationalist governnent should think

itself entitled to ivade anybody’s
})mperty, and declare him acriminal
or letting the wrorg peoplz occupy
the space. The idea that ore’s home
is one’s castle, and that it cannot be
invaded except on a warrent, is an
English tradition; like all English
traditions it is dying in this country.
But it was a good iradition while it
lasted.

What, taen, is tobe done?

1t takesonly a litile courige, and a
willingness to learn from tle experi-
ence of other fasturbanisng coun-
tries, to see in the tide of new city

ist party — that this

dwellers . a vast oppbrtunity. The
hordes who come io town want, more

than anything, to work; that is why
they come. They are an immense -

resource of energy and ideas. -

When they put up their shacks, -

they often establsh their own local
government. In one.case discovered
by the Urban Faundation, they de-

creed that all shzck sites be fenced, .
. and laid out a reat grid of roads. -
petty bureaucrat to

They needed no
put order in therr lives.

What they dorequire is land, wa-

ter, sewerage and transport. The

land is graduallybecoming available ’

as government, in its slow, blunder-
ing way, identifizs tracts which can
be settled by black people without
upsetting too many white voters. The
problems of trarsport are solved by
the shack-dwellers themselves, pro-
vided they are permitted to live
with]:n reasonable distance of their
work.

TThat leaves the need for water and

sewerage, and jerhaps — with an
eye to the futur¢ — a need to survey

the sites. The erperts at the Urban .
Foundation believe that shack-

. the old suburbs.
- hardly any need for savage laws, or
. for raids, or for the brutality ... But

e e e e  p—

e ' .‘ —  ;.-dweu‘erswmmenaxsomaﬁelgi;g
If you think our

name stinks, just
| wait for this law |

upgrade their dwellings — buil
plans, advice, materials, trairfing, |
and so forth. ; :

. Personally, I doubt whether {hey

need anything at all, except security |
of tenure. Property rights. The holy
base of capitalism. The foundation of
a free life in a free world. The idea
that distinguishes - yeomen . from
serfs. o
Given security of tenure, some
ple will upgrade, others will.ot.
hose who upgrade their homes;will
create for themselves an asset,
against which they may be able to
borrow from the buildin%nsociety, in
order to upgrade again. In time, the

upgraders will own the town, an the

feckless will pay rent. There is akind
of rough justice in it. But I shall not
complain if good folk help them.

Already, many black familié -
the Urban Foundation estimates
12% — can afford to buy or build

their own houses. For a house costing

R30 000 — electric stove in the; kit-
chen, flush toilet and a bathroom
with hot and cold running water —a
<amily needs an income of a bit more
than R1000 a month. Businessmen
who put up R1m for a revolving fund
to finance buyers until a buil!iing
society takes over the loan has f§

it works like a charm. e

There is no need to belabou- the
point. The back of the urban hoyging

" problem can be broken as fast as

government can identif sites” and
issue contracts to lay down water
supplies and sewerage, s0 that peo-
ple can build their shacks in, the
knowledge that they are making an
investment in their own future. They
will become part of an immense,
burgeoning urban market.

The effect would be to relieve the
terrible pressure — the desperation

— that drives black people to invade
here  would be

I’m dreaming. The Nationalists have
never, in my lifetime, taken advice.
Like the Bourbons, they forget noth-
ing, and learn nothing.
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s“Church sho

inot také sides’ |
ALLAS — ‘KwaZulu_Chief

Minister Mangosuthu Buthe-
7 lezi warned yesterday. of the
. dangers of a Christian abse-

| lusism leading churches

1 take sides fn-a SA-sifulitip
hich there,wers, 09 @xclun
ely right. or wrong' sides.~ §.
% The Church would err if it
were not there on every.side,
encouraging ail to do what
<hkey could in their own par--
ticular circumstances, he told
ministers of the United

Methodjst Church." "~
| He also cautioned against
“Christian adventurism” on
the part of what he called
way-out church leaders.

The' Church errs when i}
ubaundons ordinary. folk to.a. §
fate of dying in a premature- ¥’
ly called just war which can-§
not be ivon,” he said.”
| ~ There was no one organisa-
tlon that nonld bring about
the liberation of SA op.its
"1 own, he said. — Sapa. i~ -
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