Bishop flays T

African black church

group!ms thanked US

President Ronald Rea-
gan for o B
R e
White House

at the weekend, for

t
in South Africa.
- Bishop Isaac Mo-
koena, honorary life

gresidﬁent of the Re-.

ormed Independent

_Churches Association
- (Rica), sent the presi--

dent a telegram express-

ing “heartfelt apprecia-

dreds” of Rica-affiliated

black churches.
Claiming 4,5 million

followers above 15 years

of age, Bishop Mokoena

agreed wi
Bishop Tutu advocating
disinvestment and

€conomic sanctions
-against South Africa.

Inaseparate]

Statement telexed to

Mokoena questioned
the award of the Nobel
Peace Prize to Bi

Tutu. “The Nobel Peace :
Prize for such a man is |

an insult to the black

- Christians of South A fri-

ca,” the statement said.
It said Rica was.
“deeply disturbed”
about the award to
Bishop Tutu who had
“promoted a war of
black against black” and
ted with com-
munists — Sapa.

Sapa yesterday, Bishop |
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A POLICE van was
stoned and windows
of a Vaal Transport

Co-operation bus
smashed yesterday by
angryyouths as
another wave of
violence gripped
Sebokeng.

The incident hap-
pened as people who
had attended a meeting
of the Vaal Interim
Committee left the local
Roman Catholic Church
in Zone 12.

Stones started raining
on the van as it passed
the church and the
crowd nearby ran in all
directions when one of
the policemen in it
pulled out a rifle.

For an hour there-
after, there was tension
in the vicinity as people
lined up the main road
.in anticipation that re-
3 inforcements were to be
| summoned. -

Stand

The resolutions
passed at the meeting
were that residents reit-
erated their earlier stand
for rent to be reduced to
R30, and that pupils
should return to school
next year.

mission of Inquiry be-
hind the unrest, those
attending were not de-
cided whether residents

should give evidence or _

not.

At another meeting in
Sharpevnlle yesterday,
the local civic associa-
tion reported back to
thousands of residents
that the deduction of
employees’ wages or
salaries by some compa-
nies in the Vaal Triangle
to “force” them to pay

ebhokeng

wc(m—!\)

wolence

On the issue of Com- |

house rent had no force
and effect and could be
tested in a court of law.
Mr Phillip “Chippa”
Molefe, the associa-
tion’s PRO said they

‘had at the weekend con-
~ sulted their lawyers who
confirmed that the ac-

tion by the companies
rendered them vulner-

_ able to legal action.

“We have instructed
the lawyers to write to

the council to tell them

that their action can be
tested. At the same time

- the council is to be given
~a deadline to tell the

companies involved to

‘withdraw their move as

this will render them

~legally vulnerably,” he

said.
!landate

Despite the council’s
action to enlist the em-
ployers to effect stop
orders from workers’ re-
muneration, the resi-
dents gave the associa-

-tion a further mandate

to continue talks with
the council.

Mr Molefe told the
meeting that after pre-
senting the residents de-
mands to the executive
committee of the coun-
cil, which included Mr
Esau Mahlatsi, the
mayor, they were told
that only a full coun-
cillors’ meeting can take
a decision.

Mr Mbuyiselo Botha,
an executive member of
the association, also said
they were there to meet
the Vaal Transport Co-
operation this week, to
discuss the resumption
of buses to enter the
township.

He said parents
should advise their
children not to stone

g

]| buses. They would also
pomt out to the manage-
ment of the bus service
that they were not the
targets in the residents’

| grievances and as a re-

sult of the buses not en-
tering the township, the

| sick and elderly were the

ones who suffered.

L ————
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ANC denial of
JOHANNESBURG — Swaziland's Commissioner of
Police, Mr Majaji Simelane, has re]ected.an Afri-
can National Congress denial that it was involved
in the assassination of the Swazi deput_y security
police chief, Superintendent Petros Shiba. e

Superintendant Shiba was shot dead on Friday
as he left the Swazi police: officers’ mess. .Th?
assassins then fled in a car. bk

Mr Simelane confirmed that one of the men
suspected of involvement in the killing was an ANC
refugee known only as “Sipho” or “Solly”. Mr
Simelane, however, referred to him as an “ANC
criminal” rather than an “ANC refugee.”

added.

ng rejected

_Swazi police were still searching for the assas-
sins yesterday, having set up road WBlocks at
strategic points soon after the attack.

After the shooting of Superintendent Shiba, an
ANC spokesman in Harare, Zimbabwe, denied that
the ANC was involved. A :

But Mr Simelane said of the killers yesterday:
:;Vlg‘% Suspect they were acting on the orders of the

He was unimpressed by the ANC denial, as the

ANC’s political leaders “do not know what the /

military wing is doing.” The ANC’s nominal leaders
had lost contact with their “men in the bush”, who
were subject to the command of an autonomous

“sub-committee,” he said.

Some reports at the weekend speculated that the‘
killing may have been

part of an internal coup
against Swaziland’s Liqoqo regime. 2
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BISHOP Desmond
_Mpilo Tutu, receives
| the 1984 Nobel Peace
&E@e in Oslo, Nor-
way today.

Bishop Tutu, th
recently elected Ang-
lican Bishop of
Johannesburg flew to
Oslo yesterday from
Britain, where he
had earlier preached
in Canterbury
Cathedral, at the end
of a two-day stopover
in Britain en route to
Norway.

He was joined in -

the service by the
Archbishop of Can-
-terbury, Dr Robert
Runcie, - the spiritual
leader of the world’s
Anglicans.

After the service,
the bishop, lauded in
the Nobel Citation

earlier this.year as “a’

tmxfymgleadexﬁgure
in the campaign to

resolve ‘the problem
of apartheid.in South .

Africa,” left for Oslo

~.10 teceive ‘the Peace |

e O T Nee..

about R300 1)00.
Bishop Tutv has
indicated that most
of the peace prize
awarded toc him
would go intc a fam-
ily trust fund he set

Onassis prize.

bishop met in the
Ovai office of the
White House Ameri-
can President Ronaid
Reagan, the vice-
. president Mr George
Bush, the Secretary
of State Mr George
Schuitz, national se-
curity advisor Mr
Robert McFarlaue,
and Assistant Secre-
tary cf State Mr
Chester Croker — a
fine-up normally re-
served for an impor-
tant head of state.

But minutes later,
President Reagan
told the reporter: “I
have to disagree with
him on the fact that
the situation has
worsened.”

Bishop Tutu, the
genera! secretary of
the South African
Council of Churches
(SACC), resigns
from this post in Jan-
‘uary next year when
he becomes the first
black Bxshop of
Johannesburg. - :

He will be replaced
by the -recently un-
banned Dr Beyers
Naude. i
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up after he won the :
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NEW YORK = The
ide d disturbances
in ‘South Africa in the
Past:month have been a
greatboostto the
United States of divest-
‘ment campaign.

' “The South African
~Government create our

ML,

o i

s R

;Dmbisanii(umalo,leaq-
erofa Nationwide
{ Movement to get Ameri-

4 €an firms out of South
g o ;

ikt

4 “Everytime they

Jshoot people in the
{ townships, they bring in
‘| the .army, they arrest

and detain ... jt g
helps our cause ”

In the past few weeks
the media hére have car-
ried maay reports and
editorials on the distyr.
| bances in South Africa,
and the use of the army
‘to quell them.

“Right now.” said
Jerry Herman of the
- .| American Friends Ser-

4 vice Committee, “we
are gearing up for a big
DEW campaign. We are
aiming at a number of
new legislatures for di-
vestment proposals.”

The strategy was to Jet
the South African Gov-
- ernment create the cli-

R

cadie

gl

‘| argument. _ < :
1 Mr Herman, the

AFSC’sSotth Adrica
‘| programme director,
~- | said- the easiest cam.
| paigns followed various

| Among these had been
i the deaths in police cus-
" | tody. of-“black activist
-1} Steve  Biko and trade
Rt unionist Neil Aggett.
—*31° One of the main orga-
| nisers of the national di-
" | vestment effort in the
1| US is Mr Kumalo, 38, 5

A P % S e O
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|of activis

“South African, who co-

: Concerneg,

licity for us,” said ‘hominationai -church

mate for the divestment -

| events in.South Africa

ordinates a coalition of
organisations called
CAISA, the Committee
Against Investment ip
South Africa,

Its main members are:

® Clergy and Laity
ar interde-

group which ‘deveioped

from the anti-war

movement in the early
970s.

® The South African

Project of the American

Friends Service Com.
mittee’,

® TransAfrica, an in-
creasingly influential
Washington lobby group
led by Randal] Robin-
son. :
® Washington Office
on Africa, a Washing-
ton-based legisiative
lobby group concerned
with human rights and
other issues,

® Lutheran World

* Ministries — 5 church

group with wide cop-
cerns.

David Mcsenbring,
associate director of the
South Africa advocacy
programme of the [y
theran group, said that
as it was a nationa]
church, the organisation
already had the struc-
ture to mobilise sympa-
thetic people in the area
chosen as a target for
legislation.

-All the groups had
their own network of af-
filiates across the coun-
try, which were called
on when support was
needed. He said the
technique was to explain
the “realities of South
Africa™and then to urge
people to show an “ac-
tive, Christian respon-
se”. -

R S i AN N =

“provide Support across

" people to put pressure

-can be expected against

‘their jobs as a resuit of-

e,

e T e it S

ingsaid. - =
~ Jerry Herman of ‘the
AFSC in Philadelphia
said: “We work as na-
tional co-ordinators
from here, helping to

the country.”

He said there strategy
Was to use the demo-
Cratic process bécause at
local leve], city and state
politicians were more
responsive to ‘the on-
cerns of their voting
constituents.

- AFSC would explain
what was happening in
South Africa and urge

on politicians.

Once CAISA had se-
lected a city or state,
and affiliates in that part
of the United States had
been alerted and brief-
ed, a lobby group would
visit the region,

CAISA has a how-to
guide on onpassing di-
vestment legislation
which outlines the noliti-
cal ‘and legal pitfalls.
“We’ve been in this
business so long, we
know what to expgt,”
Mr Kumalo said. :

The guide includes a
series of arguments that

divestment, Examples
are that blacks will jose

divestment, ‘or divest-.
ment will lead to huge
losses in ‘the investment
portfolio. The guide also
provides counter-argu-
ments.
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“Ta ta, Tutu” '
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i LONDON. — Bishop
Desmond Tutu, win-
ner of the 1984 Nobel

Relea e of
;l

* Peace Prize, said at the

weekend that South
Africa’s release of 11
Black labour leaders
from detention may
have been a ploy to di-
vert attention from his
meeting with US Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan.

Bishop Tutu flew into
London from New York
after meeting Mr Reagan
in Washington on Friday.
He is to receive the Nobel
Prize in Oslo today.

On arrival at Heathrow
Airport, Bishop Tutu was
asked his reaction to Mr
Reagan’s claim that the
release of the 11 Black

P OY =

politi kp’nsoners Was
due to “quiet diplomacy”

by the United States.

He said anti-apartheid
protesters could “equally

_well say that one of the

things they have called for
is the immediate release
of the labour leaders and
that the release is due t0
their action.

“We could also say that
the South African Gov-
ernment, aware of my
meeting with President

Reagan, wished to divert
attention from the meet-
ing.””

|& B4
The Bishop =~ was
greeted at Heathrow by
13 workers at a shop in
Dublin, Ireland, who
have been on strike for 21

i

tamees 9

weeks in a protest stem-
ming from a worker’s re-
fusal to handle South
African goods.

“This is a very import-
ant action, and I wouid

‘like to thank you from all

the victims of the vicious
regime,” Bishop Tutu
said.

He is to preach at Can-

‘terbury Cathedral today

before flying to Oslo. —

| Sapa-AP.
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~ yesterday denied killing.

a senior police officer in

~ The deputy chief of
the Swaziland .

police, Superintendent
Petros Shiba, died in a

hail of machine-gun bul-

lets as he and other po-
- licemen left a Christmas

_party at the police offi-

on Friday night.

A well-informed police
source said investigators
knew the identity of one
of the killers. He said the
‘man was an ANC refu-




COMMENT

The solving of crime is also a

_ deterrent. If people believe they
- can get away with murder, .

- “literally, what is to stop them
from repeating their acts in fu-
ture. Murder is becoming too

Va

SsoaT

ngl DO QOT think it ‘is im-
proper for us, nor even a reflec-

tion on the police, to express dis-
tress by the seeming lethargy in

| bringing to book people who
commit cold blooded murder in (

the townships. .
Mr Edward Manyosi wa

gunned down in front of several
M, his colleagues for that

matter. We would have imagined
under the circumstances that one
of those people would give the

. police certain links to work on.

- It must be said, however, that
the public in such cases has a re-
luctance to help the police in tra-
cing the perpertrators of such
acts. They seem to forget that if
such people are neot arrested,
then they could be the next in
line. In fact it is a sad reflection
on our society that such things
are either ignored through fear
or the simple reluctance to get
involved in police matters. The
problem, as we say, is we may be

- similarly affected in future.

It is perhaps true to say such

- matters are only given promi-

nence when someone of Mr Man-
yosi’s stature is killed. The argu-
ment that there are several un-
solved murders in the various
townships is perhaps true. But
this is just not good enough.

The most serious thing is that
in the end murder, particularly
such cold blooded Kkillings, be-
come simply one of those things
to most of us. In a respectable
society such attitudes are just not
good enough. The police are pub-
lic servants who get their pay
from the public. The public has a

right to demand more aggressive

action from them in the solving
of such crimes. _

- We do not wish to say this hap-
pens all the time, that every mur-
der goes unsolved. In certain so-
cieties the people usually create a
storm if murders go unsolved. It

- is thus the duty of newspapers to
reflect such distress. After all,
the attack on the liberties of one

| of us, is an attack on all of us.

easy, even too cheap in the town-
ships. We are perhaps getting
-unnecessarily impatient. We
hope this is true. We also hope
that the police are working on
solid leads towards solving this
particular murder. ‘

This particular case is most in-
‘structive. We have a fear that
civic politics will be swamped by
gangsterism, so that certain peo-
ple will feel they could rule the
townships by force. This should
not happen, even if we do not
care too much for local authori-

~ ties and other supporters of gov-
ernment instituted bodies.

Lastly, it is perhaps the most
scandalous thing that such an old
‘man should be shot down so cal-
lously. 3

e e T

——




Page4

BhreM AT IWNE

nday, December 10, 1984

NEW YORK — A
sporadic campus cam-
paign, that started
about 10 years ago, to
get universities to
shed their investments
in firms operating in
South Africa has
grown into a massive
national movement
that has reached the
United States Con-

vestment of millions of
dollars.

taken seriously either by
US companies or - the
South African Govern-

gre'ss and led to di-

The student divest-
ment protests were not

ment.
Four years ago, how-
ever, the divestment

drive shifted to

American cities and
states and culminated
this year in an attempt
to bar new investment in
South Africa by an act
of Congress.

There are 350 US
companies which have
branches or subsidiaries
in South Africa. The
State Department esti-
mates there is $2 300-
million invested in
South African firms.
Other estimates add
another $11 300-million
invested in loans and
Kruger rands.

Estimates of the
amount of money

"Americans have di-

vested from US firms
because of their SA
links vary from $100-
million upwards.

At first, half a dozen
small US cities sold their
pension fund stocks in
firms involved in South
Africa. Then in 1980

- Philadelphia became the

first of five major
American cities to di-
vest. -

The most significant

was Boston,

: this.,
year passed the most

far-reaching divestment
ordinance yet.
“What’s more.” said

Philip Martin, deputy
Press secretary for the
mayor of Boston, “it is
now being used as the
blueprint for future di-
vestment ordinances in
other cities.”

~ It requires Boston to
divest itself of $10-mil-
lion in shares: $1-million
Gulf Oil; 1,3 Citibank;
1,3 Ford; 1,4 General
Motors; 2,8 Wells
Fargo; and $1-million
each in the Continental
Bank of Illinois and
Bank of Boston.

It also:
‘® Prohibits other pubhc

_ funds being deposited in

banks that make loans
to South Africa, or com-

panies that do business
with it;

@ Requires banks to sign
affidavits certifying they
have no loans and offer
no credit to South Af-

The Mayor of Bos-
ton, Raymond Flynn, an

Irish Catholic who nar-

rowly beat a black
Democrat for the post,
said: “We have an obli-
gation as citizens of con-
science to send a mes-
sage to the world that
Bostonians will not sup-
port the apartheid sys-
tem.”

Mr Flynn has as-
sumed the role of Pied
Piper for other: cities of

America by writing and .

urging 100 of them to
follow Boston’s exam-
ple. He plans to recom-
mend to the Conference
of American Mayors in

January that they all di-
vest.
The deputy Press sec-

retary, Mr Martin, said.

at least 30 of the cities
whichreceived Mr
Flynn’s letter replied
that they planned divest-
ment measures. -

The Boston ordi-
nance, passed by 10
votes to 3 in a city re-
nowned for profound ra-
cial conflict, was consid-
ered to be encourage-
ment for other cities.

Maverick mayor of
New York, Ed Koch,
suddenly announced his
support for a plan to di-
vest funds in corpora-
tions involved in South
Africa. The amount of
money, $600-million, is
the largest sum in a di-
vestment move in the
US to date.

At state level, at least
five legislatures have
passed some form of di-

TRADE SANCTIONS HOT UP

Students put pressure on
US companies’ dealings

vestment bill. Early this

year Massachusetts sold’
$90-million in stocks in §

South African-con-
nected firms.

The divestment drive
came within sight of one
of .its biggest goals at

mid-year when legis-

lation was introduced in
Congress to bar further
investment in South Af-
rica.

It was introduced as
an amendment to the
Export Administration
Act of 1979 by Con-
gressman William H
Gray. It would have:

@ Banned all new invest-
ment in SA firms;

® Banned US bank
loans to the South Afri-
can Government except
for social services and
welfare;

® Forced American

firms already in South,
Africa to comply with '
_the Sullivan Code.
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|National Parks Board chooses
tlefield

_ Dr Ian Player comments on the strong reaction to
.4 planned takeover of the Cedarberg wilderness

- area in the Cape and expresses the hope that a
vital lesson has been learnt.

August 3 1984 was a sad day in the
history of conservation in South
Africa when conservationists had to
attack a conservation organisation.

In Cape Town, three members of
the newly appointed Council for the
Environment, Professor R Botha
(chairman), Mr'Eric Hall and Mr
Douglas Hey, heard evidence from
individuals and organisations about

the proposed takeover by the Na-

' tional Parks Board of the Cedarberg
. wilderness area at present adminis-
“tered by the Department of Forest-

f

ry.

Most of the speakers were Afri-
kaners and it was a most unusual
display of conservation solidarity
between Afrikaans and English-
speaking people, all of whom
showed a deep concern for the
71 000 ha wilderness area.

The National Parks Board was
tongue-lashed repeatedly for its in-

sensitivity to local wishes and for .

its well-known predilection for huge
camps and road networks such as
those in the Kruger National Park.

In making the Cedarberg its first
public takeover bid, the National
Parks Board miscalculated badly.
In military terms it had chosen a
battleground without doing any real |
reconnaissance.

Had the board sent scouts into the
area its intelligence department.
would quickly have warned that
there was little sympathy for the
proposed takeover. It also over-
looked the non-governmental cori-
servation organisations which have
for many years been most unhappy
with the big camp syndrome and
the lack of real understanding of the
wilderness concept.

Wilderness areas were set aside
in 1958 by the Natal Parks Board
and in 1973 by the Department of

 Forestry. The National Parks Board

" has, made no effort to establish wil-

derness areas; it was 20 years be-

X

oniitl

the wrong bat

(

Dr lan Player, .

. fTaw nerve
touched.

fore that board emulated the Natal

Parks Board and instituted walking
trails in the Kruger National Park.
These trails are, however, denied
‘the wilderness experience which the
Natal Parks Board and the Wilder-
ness Leadership School provide,
such as sleeping out in tents. -
Nevertheless the Kruger National
Park trails have been very success-
ful, have a long waiting list and are
extremely important. This should
have made the National Parks
Board realise that it should take the
wilderness concept seriously.

One speaker said the National '

- Parks Board had vast areas which |
~ would qualify as some of the finest .

wilderness country in South Africa. -
This is perfectly true, but they need
legal definition, access by wilder-
ness-oriefitéd people, and sensitive -
management with no roads or
camps. Ve
The National Parks Board’s #x-
pertise in managing big game an-
imals and handling mass tourism is |~

appreciated and acknowledged by '

. all conservationists.

When the Kruger National Park !
was threatened with mining, South
Africans in their hundreds of thou-
sands ‘rallied to stop the intrusion,
but the National Parks Board ap-
pears to believe that the support
was licence to do anything it liked,
such as the bid for the Cedarberg.

This is not the case and the peo-
ple in Natal are justifiably con-
cerned that the Cedarberg bid is a

prelude to yet another attempt to

take over Natal parks, particularly
those in the Drakensberg. Natal has
been in control of its own conserva-
tion affairs for more than 100 years
and will fight tooth and nail to re-
tain its independence.

No one wants to fight with the
National Parks Board, because of
its importance in the national con-
servation scene, but it started this
row and touched the raw nerve of .

~ wilderness users, and.the reaction |

was strong. The National Parks
have learnt a '

Raarad w none

vital 1&8son from its Cedarbetg
grab, and that is the vast difference

be
ga

Kveén people who drive around
¢ reserves and those who walk.
"1t is_to be hoped that the board -
will do what the Forestry Depart-

ment and Natal Parks Board did |

many years ago ~ read wilderness |
literature such as the American

Wilderness Act, as well as “Wilder-
ness'and the American Mind” by
Rodérick Nash. If the board would
then legally set aside wilderness
areas in its massive parks it would
earn the respect and gratitude of
South Africans.

The international wilderness
movement is very powerful and
South Africans of all races played a
prominent. role at the three World
Wilderhess Congresses. South Africa
is accepted because it is only one of
five countries sufficiently advanced
in conservation affairs to have wil-
derness legislation.

In the United States, wilderness is
regarded as THE symbol of en-
vironmental quality. Dr Jolin Hen-
dee of the US Forestry Department
and a wilderness exponent of great

~ stature says: “Wilderness has ac-

quired a strong identity as a place
for personal renewal and growth. In
wilderness, removed from the dis-
tractions of city life and the excess-
ive stimuli choking our lives, we
can Shed our masks and be moved
to a sense of wholeness. We can find
ourselves.” %

————
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There is cflange in SA
alreadyysays Fourie

Foreign Service

frica’s Ambassador in

/VASHINGTON: South
/A

i

Washmgton, Mr Brand

‘ congr,essmen

“ourie, told a prime-

ime audience on nation-

wide television here yes-/
terday that there was no
point in arguing about

the need for change in
South Africa.

“We realise it our-

selves. We are changing.

We have changed a
great deal,” he said.

“So what are we ar-

guing about? We should |

rather see how we can

bring about change |
peacefully and without
making the position

more difficult.”

“One man, one vote is |

not the answer in South
Africa. We have got to
work out a different sys-
tem,” he told viewers.
The ambassador’s ap-

pearance on This Week:
‘With David Brinkley —

one of the top-rated cur-
rent affairs shows on the
TV networks — comes
at a time of unprece-
dented public interest in
South Africa, highlight-
ed by street demonstra-

| tions against apartheid

and by President Ronald
Reagan’s White House
meeting with Bishop
Desmond Tutu.

Also on the show, in

. segments taped separa-
tely, were Bishop Tutu, '
‘liberal and conservative

and Dr
ter Crocker, ' the/

z © architect of |
Amerlcas constructive
engagement with South
Africa.

Mr Fourie said that
what had happened in
the rest of the continent
was not for South Afri-

Flrstly, there was in=|

dependence followed by
one free election — per-
haps the last.

This was followed by
a one party state and a
move towards socialism
that eventually became
Marxism.

“Then you get to a
stage where you move
into misery. That is not
for ‘South Africa;”  he
said.

The ambassador said
that South Africa want-
ed to give everyone a
reasonable part in gov-
erning their own affairs

rights of others.

He reacted sharply
when a questioner sug-
gested that there was no
Press freedom in South
Africa.

“Perhaps here in the
US there is greater free-
dom, But if you look
anywhere in the world,
you must put South Afri-
ca very, very high up on
the list of freedom of the
Press,” he said.

Mr Fourie said that
Bishop Tutu faced a se-
vere test.

Bishop Tutu would
have to return to South
Africa and, in the spirit
of a Nobel prizewinner,
would have to persuade
his followers, some of
them on the radical side,
that black versus black
confrontation must be
stopped ... “black radi-
cals have got to stop
killing moderate black

| leaders”.
without taking away the |

Earlier Bishop Tutu

' said that the fact of

blacks attacking blacks
was an indication of the
level of frustration that
had developed in South
Africa.

. “We have been warn-

_ing that things of this

kind would happen —
and this is just the

‘start,” he said.

“I am fearful that un-
less the international
community, and espe-

AméASSADOR Fourie and Dr Chester Crocker on the televison proramme. This Week.

cially America, ' inter-
venes on the side of the
oppressed and exerts
pressure perceptible to
everybody to get the
South African Govern-
ment to the conference
table, we will have a
bloodbath.

Pressed on whose
blood would flow, Bish-
op Tutu said: “I think
that everybody would be
involved. And it may be
that a white skin would
be a horrible disadvan-
tage.”

He said that blacks
did not want to chase
whites into the sea. They
wanted a new kind of so-
ciety that was truly just
and democratic  for
everybody, whites and
blacks.

Dr  Crocker told

viewers that while the:

US could indicate a
sense of direction for
South Africa, it was “for
South Africans, above
all, to shape their own
future”

Asked what he
thought of Bishop Tutu’s
statement to President
Reagan, Dr Crocker said
that the administration
respected the bishop’s
moral witness, but the
administration had to
define how to push the
process of change
forward.

He was not aware of
any call by Bishop Tutu
for American disinvest-
ment from South Africa.
What the bishop had
wanted was a clear sig-

nal of what the US was
standing for.

Meanwhile, a spokes-
man for the rightwing-
ers in the United States
Congress said today that
the US would not sup-
port the South African
Government if the ab-

sence of change led to

“bloody violence” in the
republic.

The spokesman, Con-
gressman Newt Grin-
grich of Georgia, said
South Africa was facing
two futures — a difficult
transition to change or
violence on an unima-
ginable scale.

Congressman  Grin-
grich, a former. history
professor, is one of the
35 Republican conserva-
tives who

last week.

threatened to support
economic and diplomat-
ic' sanctions against
South Africa unless
there were human rights
improvements.
Congressman  Grin-
grich appeared on a na-
tionwide television talk
show to spell out the
views of the group.

The reality in South
Africa, he said, was that
the people now in
charge faced two fu-
tures.

One was to try sys-
tematically to find a
way to make a very dif-
ficult transition that all
agreed was not easy.

“The only other alter-
native is absolute bloody
violence.”
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T WOULD be irresponsible, you
might say even irrelevent. for me to
write about my buddy Meschack, the
neighbourly nightwatchman with the
goiden voice, when everybody is siill ex-
cited about Mr Edward Manyosi’s un-

timely death. > e
‘While I bzve been startled out-of my

‘ slumbers by Meshack’s burst into some-. § W .

thing like ar Ita'ian tenor, and while I
- thought it might create a lovely Christmas
" story to write about him, there is Mr

Manyosi.
¢ It is not always that we get something
‘like this New York style civic killing, -

where @ mayoral candidate is shot several

times while he has his pyjamas in his
hands. We certainly have our share of -
murder and mavhem in the townships,.
buighlis story bad all the ingredients of a
Dg-style soap opera, even if it is so

" Newbreed

This story excited attention as far away
as Loadon ard New York, where very
few pecple evea knew there was a Mr
Manyosi, o a Soweto Town Council elec-
tion, for tha: matter. e
. Withouat putting—too fine a point on it,
and without aav disrespect 10 the iate Mr
‘Manyosi, I did. in a manrer of speaking
touch on the rew breed of town coun-
cillors, not too long ago. T did try and
compare them with the old-style Advi-
sory Board membeis, who were a lovable
lot of rascals in their own fashion.

It seemec te m: that being a town :

councillor in black townships was a dan-
gerous thung these days. it struck me that -
too mauny pzople would be out for their
‘scalps, as thev believed councillors were
gcf.‘z awfully well heeled; getting just
toc®@®a under the skirts of civic politics.

I never imagined, not in my wildest
dreams or nightmares. that such a das-
tardly act could be done. Not to Mr Man-
yosi, or anybody else for that matter.

! Mob

Like most average geople I find vio-
lence terribly dirty and unworthy. There
is time that ore can rationalise this ani-
malistic behaviour. particularly if it is
fuelled by mob hysteria. As in war, we
tend to gloss over mass scenes of violence
when a whole group of otherwise nice
people is turned into an ugly mob, yelling
forbleod:w s« wsinz

But this cold-blooded, this planned
killing, is plain disgusting. I.am not saying _
it has not been done in Soweto — before.
[t just seems to me that there are people

SOow

who are fighting for awfully big stakes in

-black civics. Your average man or woman

A disappear “nto ‘the 'silent

inside inb' then I would rather be an offi-
ciai of our embattled Orlando Pirates,
than a councillor. Being on Pirates is per-
hags an even more exciting thing.

oliticians should fade, not be rubbed

1off. Politicians of the town council ilk,-

should really simply take their hats and
ast tense, not
et kzlled. This is not South America, for
eaven'’s sake!

. 'We would never dare kick a man who
is down. We are not sbout to start with
Mr Manyosi. We do not care for com-
munity councillors, town councils or what
have you. But this isnct the way to go.

v ; This & nbt the '“}ay to go for an eldeﬂy

gentlemar. who should be playing
around with grandchildren instead of

would not lose his or her sleep over a seat /?{tii‘;lsnping in the hurly-burly of civic pol-

in the council, or about being mayor of
any of our many townships. The job may
have its benefits, but it is tco much of a
hassle. o

I personally would not take this kind of
job even if we had Uburu tomorrow.
Who wants to be hassled about increased
rents, about failed lights and uncollected
garbage! Most of us have trouble enough.

running our extended families, 1o have:

the added encumbrarce of worrying
about a million or more Soweto families.
Being a politician under the best circum-
stances is simply not crzative.

Uninspiring lot
Being a politician — any type of pol-
itician — in South Africa is simply lead-
ing with the chin. There is nothing as bor-
ing, perhaps ever nothing as crazy, as
having to bother your head about that

- amorphous entity usually referred to as

“the people.” The people, my foo:.
Taken individually, the people are a most
ucbecoming, uninspiring lot. The people
have also caused a lot of harm to many
throughout the ages. :

The le, for my money, are strictly
for the ircg.

In any event, this has not been the best
of vears for councillors. Those men in the
Vaal who came 10 a sticky end when the
mobs went for them in that hair-raising
manner, should have told anybody that
the job was dangerous.

The story of those counciliors--who
threw up their jobs on the East Rand
should have told any aspirant councillor,

Cdious shootihg

This whole business of planned killings -
is so un-Afnican. We can even stand the
unseemly behavicur of our violent faction
fighters 1n Natal. There is something al-
most pristine. almost medieval and.
moble, in these family killings. Most peo-
ple do not even know why they have to
set off to kill so and so. It gives these
murders a certain mystic aura, aimost like
this was an act of God. .

But this! This lurking in the dark, with
the shotgun nestled in vour lap; this Chi-
cago-style exercise that reminds you of
the Mafiose, this odious shooting of peo-
plein the da’:'k; this is terrible.

that there were better ways of making -

your name or living.
The situation has become more grisly. -
If, as it appears, this could be seen as an

-
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Quiet d
IN President Reagan’s own
words, the release of 16 South
African detainees follows
quiet diplomacy on America’s
part, and so far it has not
been denied in this country. It
is an indication of how
seriously the Government’s
harsh crackdown on dissi-
dence has been received in
America and the outside
world generally and of the
sudden influence being wield-
ed in America by Bishop Des-
mond Tutu, winner of the
Nobel Prize for Peace, and
anti-South African activists.
It tends also to contradict
Bishop Tutu’s argument that
“constructive engagement”
yields paltry results. Every
indication is that the Republi-
- can administration, impatient
for reform in this country,
will pile on the pressure.
Quiet diplomacy is no less ef-

fective for its quietness.
Bishop Tutu himself admits
that outside pressure has al-
together removed apartheid
from sport. It was achieved
by total ostracism, true
enough. But is total ostracism
either possible or desirable in
the economic field? And is
the current diplomatic

_pressure not a great deal

more powerful than anything
ever exerted in the field of
sport?

Our Washington ambassa-
dor tells American TV
viewers that South Africa is
embarked on sweeping re-
form. It would surely be bet-

. ter if all — Bishop Tutu in- |

cluded — addressed them-
selves to playing a role in this
reform rather than talk
vaguely of apocalyptic vio-
lence lying ahead.
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Police praised for

- -a t ] Ed d
SOUTH Africa is a democratic country which aligns itself with the free west and
any attempt “to make it land in the hands of Communists will be destroyed,” the
Minister of Justice, Mr H J Coetsee said.

Speaking at the passing out parade of a total 686 male and female policq
constables in Hammanskraal, Mr Coetsee added that the problems of this coun
try would only be solved through peaceful negotiations. :

The parade was marked by the colourful and impressive gymnastic display by
367 male students of the South African Police. A total 582 male and 104 female
students from Gazankulu, Bophuthatswana, KwaZulu and te Ciskei passed
out at the ceremony which was attended by a number of diplomats.

Mr Coetsee also lauded the police on the way in which they handled their task
of maintaining law and order and of ensuring stability in very trying conditions.

“It came as no surprise, therefore, when those attempted to disrupt peaceful
political progress, accused the police of 'suppressing free political expression in
South Africa wher WI actions were taken to maintain order”, Mr Coetsee
said. : :

JUSTICE: Mr Kobie Coetsee, the Minister of JuStice.

SQA — This sd

WINNERS — The above students were winners of trophies. They are Constable A M Khesa (best male
rifle shot), Constable K E Ndlovu (best female student), Constable M J Monare (best male pistol shot),
Constable Ngema (leader of best platoon), Constable T Mota (best male student), Constable
Seboledisha (best female platoon), Constable F Debesha (best female pistol shot) and Constable N
Tontsi (best female rifle shot).

of black policemen
marches in front of the
grandstand with police’
dignitaries and the

Minister of Justice, Mr .

3

Kobie Coetsee.
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