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LEADING Black theatre personalities have called on Minister of
"'-9-’?!-“9,_-‘“151- Police, Mr Jimmy Kruger, to charge or release South
. Af"“,‘ s leading Black playwright, Gibson Kente, detained by
Security Police at the weekend. | : EEA S e e
Kente was arrested by six
White Special Branch police-
men while filming at Zweli-
tsha Township, King William’s
‘Town, in the Cape. Police told
cast members that they were
taking him away for question-
g e g :
- The police promised to bring back Kente, 1
. but did not. It is thought that Kente has been |
! c_l'e_ta__iéngd under the new Internal _Securii_:y'Act.-_
it ee .y e Lt

author of Unfaithful Woman, Blame Yourself
and Thembi. - (o T P 0 e
_ Mr Mhangwani has the distinction of having the*
longest running play in ‘South Africa, and last year train-
‘ed in Britain and America, continued: “This unnecessary
detention will destroy Kente as a playwright.
“This detention also means that somebody some-
where is holding up the development of Black theatre”.
But Mr Kente’s detention will not hold up produc-
tion of How Long, and production manager for Hamba
Sizwe, Mr P Markdraf, told WEEKEND WORLD he had
been assured by the security police that the detention
had nothing to do with the film, : o |
@ Detained Black leaders would be able to testify be-
fore the Commission ‘of Inguiry into the recent riots, |
the commissioner, Mr Justice Cillie, Judge President of
: | Transvaal, said in Johan- |
nesburg,

GIBSON KENTE: Security Police “promised
~ to bring him back”. e

Speaking at a meeting
attended by Urban Bantu
_Councillors from all parts
"of the Rand and the
 executive committee of the
West Rand  Administra
~tion Board, he also said:
‘“] am pleased so many
leaders  -informed - me
frankly about their views
‘on the recent . disturb-
gnees. . :
@ Ninetysth
cluding a
man, appeare
Port  Elizabe

e people, in-
ear-old wo-

trate’s Court. in connec-

tion with the two-day
riot in . New!' Brighton,
Kwazakhele and Zwide
townships last . month,
‘Twenty-one &ate charg-
_ed with sabotage, 61 with
arson, ome with
ed arson and
' public violence. =
They were all remand-
ed in custody until Oc-
tober 4. ;




 BELIEVE THE TIME IS NEAR
. WHEN PEOPLE WILL BE FREE'

Tsietsi Mashinini—a

“student on the run

IN TSWANA his name means
“trouble’, to his friends he is
known as “Lieutenant Gen-
eral”, at an age when most

White children are still under

the thumb of their parents
and headmasters. '

He is probably the only iden-
tifiable leader of the youth
rebellions  that has rocked
~ South Africa in the past 10
weeks.

He is Tsietsi Donald Mashinini
(19) head prefect at Morris Isaac-
son High School, Soweto; Presi-
dent of the Soweto Student Re-
presentative Council; former
Executive member of the South
African  Student  Movement
(SASM) and ‘a member of the
radical South African Student
Organisation (SASO).

. Today he is on the run. He is
said to have quit the country
after police placed a price of

~R500 on his' head for his cap-

ture. Last week he spoke on

British television about the cur-

rent unrest in the country.
His name first cropped up in

police reports soon after the

June 16 disturbances when a
strong police detachment raided

his home, but found he had gone

* underground.
From then onwards, Soweto

police force made unrelenting

efforts “to get our hands on that
aggi‘ta‘tor”. 3 i

People close to him say that
the young student leader who
quickly rose to fame during the
recent disturbances is “just like
any other student.”

He is mot an ostentatious per-
son — always seeking other peo-
ples views on issues — but de-

Tsietsi Maéhihijni. the Soweto students’ remarkable leader.

cisive about means of effecting
change in the country.

His recent call which he made
fthmucefhhhePresswas one of a
peaceful struggle which he said
could onlmgnpmmoted by dia-
logue be n the authorities

= md uour :l_eadersu_
~ But his decisiveness about the
‘present sm was spelled out

a8t e e
ay, € 1y the ite
people, should realise is that

the student of foday is mot say-
ing that the people must be free,
but that the people will be free.
I believe the time is near when
people will be free.”

2 Tsietsi is admired by many
students throughout Soweto and
other townships who see him as
an inspiration to fight for a bet-
ter future.

During the August 4 unrest he
was: carried shoulder-high by fel-
students who marched

- § SEP 1~

through the township streets.
At his home his parents Mr

and Mrs Mashinini described him

as a “quiet boy” who is a-lwoag_

engrossed with his school w

He was doing final matriculation.
His school mates came to call

“him “Lieutenant General” after

he displayed strong leadership
ability during the second Soweto
march. They felt he made an im-

_pact on students and adults.

Police - who are still hot on
his trail describe him as the man
behind the June 16 demonstra-
tion and who knew a great deal
about the Kkilling of sociologist

- Dr Melville Edelstein.
! Colonel J: P Visser, head of

the Soweto CID, warned Tsietsi

- to give himself up as there had

been threats on his life.
Off the record comments by

Soweto policemen showed clear-

ly they wanted him.
“If I catch him I’ll smash his

~ skull with a knobkierie,” said

one. _

On one occasion, police were
tipped off that he was at Morris
Isaacson High School. A strong

. contingent rushed to the school,

but over-zealous policemen com-
peting for the “honour” of ar-

resting = Tsietsi spread pap:lc_
among the students, and Tsietsl

‘managed

Aspﬂhtgmh:mnior

‘him, he was quoted in news-

a meeting, seen ;
shoulder-high by students on the
march. :

The talk among Som;)oﬂtlce-
men was that he had a “body-

fua.rd’ of 100 friends and fol-
0

wers, who stayed with him at
all times. ' :
It was also said that he slept

. at a different house each

anil W?:i ccllriven cgr%t;mdhsin fer-
ent vehicles each day by sympa-
thetic taxi drivers. P




A DRAMATIC walk-
out on Chief Min-
ister of Transkei,
Kaiser = Matanzima,
took place in Umtata
this week.

It happened during
an inquiry into the
grievances of Maluti
and Herschel-based
Basothos.

By
MARCUS
NGANI

They wish to break
away from Transkei
to join QwaQwa.

Their 20-man dele-
gation suddenly walk-
ed out claiming Chief
Matanzima was not
giving their spokes-
men a fair hearing.

Left with only a hand-
ful of supporters to dis-
cuss the dispute, Chief
Matanzima warned that
the delegates involved in
the walk-out were merely
a group of “arrogant agi-
tators”, and that his sec-
urity men were there to
look after them.

Warning

With the arrest of the
Maluti MP, Chief Neo Si-
bi, who was detained
under proclamaiton R400
shortly after arranging
the inquiry, Chief Min-
ister Matanzima's warning
cannot be taken lightly.
What is more, the warn-
ing was made with sec-
urity agents seated among
delegates.

At the conclusion of the
inquiry, Chief Matanzima
said he could never allow
the Maluti and Herschel
distriets to secede to

QwaQwa, or fall into the
hands of dissident Baso-
thos.

“The land they want
belongs to the people of
Transkei,” he said.

“Those who want to
leave Transkei should tell
Chief Mopedi (the Qwa-
Qwa leadery that they are
coming ‘with their lug-
gage.

“We don't want people
who are disturbing our
peaceful life in Transkei,”
Chief Matanzima added.

ile then announced he
was preparing to go to
Pretoria. There, he would
hand over to the Prime
Minister Vorster a record
of the inquiry proceed-

ings.

The inquiry was held
to discuss a petition, pur-
portedly signed by 36000
Basothos wishing to break

away from Transkei to
Jjoin  QwaQwa, without
leaving their homes in
Maluti and Herschel.

Speaking on Behalf of
the petitioners, a Basotho
leader from Herschel Mr
David Theki, said one of
their complaints was that
the language and tradi-
tions of the Sothos would
no longer be recognised
by Transkei after inde-
pendence.

Chance

He claimed he and
fellow petitioners were
never given a chance to
put their case when the
incorporation of Hersch-
el from Ciskei to Trans-

kei was explained by
Pretoria.

Mr Tseki took strongz
exception when  Chief

Matanzima frequently in-
terrnpted to cross-exam-
ine him.

Complaining he was not
in a court of law. and
that the cross-examination
was not giving him a
chance to express himself
freely, Tseki warned that
he and fellow delegates

would walk out of the
inquiry room, )
“Are you trying t»

threaten me?” asked Chief
Matanzima.

“I am not threatening
you. I am trying to ex-
press the feelings of my
people,”” said Mr Tseki.

“This is not something

we have gathered in the

air. We have the backing
of 40 000 people. We want
to join people of our own
nationality in keeping
with the government po-
licy of separate develop-
ment.”

- senting

Speaker-

Mr Tseki was backed up
by another speaker from
Herschel, = Mr Malefane,
who also taking exception
to cross questioning by
Chief  Matanzima, cut
short his address, and sat
down. : ;

The delegates repre-
the petitioners
then walked out.

The Government MP for
Herschel, Mr B Kakugli.‘
later warned that the dis-
sidents would organise re-
inforcements, anq #cause
_a lot of trouble.”

He claimed they were

! already organising other

| Sotho’s secretly to boym_tt
| the coming elections in

Transkei, and urged the
| Government to take ac-
‘ tion “to silence the re-
l. bels"i 4 o i3 i e



