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KZN drama is 
L not yet over % 
IT'S too early to celebrate developments in 
KwaZulu-Natal as a victory for democracy. Much 
of the drama has yet to unfold. 

Those who feared an early election would 
destabilise the province now say conflict has 
been averted by a sensible agreement. True, the 
IFP has abandoned plans to dissolve the 
legislature. 

In return the ANC agreed to scrap a retro- 
spective clause in a constitutional amendment 
that would have reinstated five defectors who 
prematurely jumped ship to the ANC last year. 

If they had been allowed to take their seats the 
ANC would have assumed control of KZN. 

The IFP has good reason to doubt that the 
pledge ‘will be upheld. The ANC has reneged on 
previous deals.” s 

Importantly, the praposed law change has not " 
been scrapped altogether. There's merely been an 
undertaking that it won't be back-dated. 

When the National Assembly makes 
floor-crossing legal, possibly next month, the 
ANC could still achieve a majority in the KZN 
legislature by offering perks and bribes to turn- 
coats. Any hint of shenanigans will surely 
prompt the IFP again to push for an early poll. 

Mercifully the latest episode has been free of 
violence. However, there %be no doubt about 
the bad blood between the two parties at regional 
level. 

Statements in the media, and street-level in- 
sults at Wednesday's proceedings, show there's 
much patching up to bg done by responsible 
leaders. 

Thus far sanity and maturity have prevailed, 
which is encouraging. But the contest for KZN is 
not over. 7 3. 
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       1T WAS MY SUPERIOR RoAD 
Sl;(All\zl'.S WHICH SAVED THE 

W 175 THANKS T0 MY BRULIANT ORIVING 
WE AVOIDED A HEAD-ON CoLLiSIoN !     
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poor governance and predatory political 
power would do well to draw on the words of 

Martin Luther King that inspired Sherron 
Watkins, one of Time magazine’s Persons of the 
Year, in her role as a whistleblower at Enron in the 
U.S.: “Our lives begin to end the day we become 
silent about things that ma 

“Keep politics out of sport" was the slogan used 
during ‘the apartheid years. Now, although non- 
Tacialism is officially the basis on which appoint- 
ments are made, the ANC’s insistence on demo- 

SOU’I‘H Africans who the threat of 

graphic representivity and racial quotas makes- 
nonsense of that credo. The announcement of SA's 
15-man World Cup cricket squad makes this very 
clear. In advance the ANC and its organs had spec- 
ified that one-third of the squad was to be 
reserved for so-called players of colour. And so 
last week, as Graeme Smith carved his way to that 

record-| -breaking part- 
nership of 368 runs 

/| with Herschelle Gibbs 
at Newlands, the 
cricket commenta- 
tors, to a man, 
lamented his omission 
from the SA squad. 
Smith’s fine innings of 
151, they chorused, 
sent a message to the 

- selectors. 
Yet the commenta- 

tors failed to acknowl- 
edge that Smith’s 
omission was by com- 
mission. By having 
bowed to political dic- 
tates to reserve five 
places in the squad for 
“players of colour”, 
there simply was no     

place for Smith, irrespective of his merits. antead 
selector Omar Henry claimed Smith was ili 
young and needed more experience. What a disin- 
genuous load nf nonsense! Experience certainly 
played no part in selecting certain of the “players 
of colour”, Monde Zondeke being a case in point. 
In fact, the SA cricket squad must be the only one 
in the World Cup where experience counts only for 
10 of the places. With the exception of Gibbs and 
Ntini, who qualify on merit anyway, the skewed 
criteria used to select the squad, it would seem, 
has necessitated an excessive emphasis on the 
need for experience so as to counter shortfalls that 
may occur in the reserved slots — hence the inclu- 
sion of Kirsten rather than Smith. 

‘Although non-racialism is 
officially the basis on which 
appointments are made, the 

ANC’s insistence on demographic 
representivity and racial quotas 
makes nonsense of that credo.’ 

  

  

If political prescription in sport was wrong 
under the Nats, it’s wrong under the ANC. A team 
should be selected on merit only and no player 
should be included in a team because he fulfils 
political requirements rather than sporting 
proficiencies. 

In countries where governance counts, the likes 
of Dullah Omar, Minister of Transport, would be 
out of office. His admission this week that the 
government’s road safety strategy had failed, that 
SA’s traffic officers were inadequately trained and 
that he did not know how many officers were out 
on the roads, constitutes more than sufficient 
grounds for lus axing from the cabinet. A few 
years ago a New Zealand cabinet minister 
resigned her post because of a traffic violation. 
Trent Lott has been removed from his position as 
Senate Majority leader in the U.S. because of 
racially offensive remarks that he made. Yet Dul- 
lah Omar remains in office, his countrywide 
advertisement that his department is “ready” to 
play its part in implementing road safety expflsed 
as a load of claptrap 

  

A collectwn of F symbols wzll now earn a matric 

?-lttmg reality to politics 
“In advance of this holiday season’s road car- 
nage, Omar knew that his department was inca- 
pable of dealing with matters such as overloading 
and vehicle fitness and that there is a critical lack 
of visible policing because of “severe petrol 
rationing of patrol cars” (Sunday Times, January 
5). For a government that can spend RS00 million 
on a presidential jet and R66 billion on a flawed 
arms deal, Omar’s failure to address such basic 
shortcomings in his department simply beggars 
belief. He must go.and his place should be filled 
by a competent professional outside of the ANC’s 
comrade closet and preferably from the AA. 

After all the official back-patting concerning the 
dramatically improved matric results, it was 
refreshing to see an honest attempt in the media 
probing the worth of a matric certificate in 2003. 
That the pass rate could increase from 47,4% in 
1997 to 69,5% in 2002, should, in any event, arouse 
scrutiny. Like the General Education and Training 
Certificate for Grade 9, a matric certificate has 
been cheapened to the point of worthlessness. As 
Cornia Pretorius pointed out in the Sunday Times 
of January 5, a bunch of F symbols will get you 
through matric. How pathetic! Business and ter- 
tiary institutions should refuse to recognise the 
Department of National Education’s matric. That 
would force the haughty Kader Asmal to halt the 
dumbing-down of our youth. 

On a different note, the determination of the IFP 
and DA in KwaZulu-Natal this week to dissolve the 
legislature and call an election in the face of the 
ANC'’s bid to steal power in the province via the 
back door has had an encouraging consequence. 
By refusing to be intimidated by Thabo Mbeki’s 
threat to invoke section 100 of the constitution and 
thereby assume control of KZN, the IFP and DA 
have demonstrated the type of character democ- 
racy needs if it is to survive in this country. The 
ANC’s decision to abide by the Constitutional 
Court’s ruling against reinstating the five KZN 
MPP defectors puts a new perspective on South 
Africa’s fledgling democracy. 

It also underlines the importance of King’s 
exhortation to speak out and to reject fawning 
reactions. 

* Duncan du Bois is a DA Durban Metro ward 
councillor. He writes in his personal capacity. 

    
  

 



  

  

Y Stranded defectors hail ANC moveX 
DUMISANI ZONDI 
Provincial Politics 
  

DESPITE pinning their hopes for 
reinstatement on the now-scrapped 
retrospective clause in the floor- 
crossing bill, displaced former 
members of the KZN legislature are 
pleased that the withdrawal by the 
ANC of the clause averted a chaotic 
situation in the province. 

Former United Democratic Move- 
ment (UDM) MPL Sam Nxumalo 
said yesterday that although the 
withdrawal of the clause has 
deprived him and three of the four 
other defectors of a chance to return 
to the legislature, he is happy that 
the move contributed to peace and 
stability in the province. 

“Pm happy with the withdrawal 
because our leaders in the ANC con- 
sulted with us and explained the 
repercussions. It became clear that 
even if we refused to scrap the ret- 

rospective clause, the IFP would 
have challenged it in court. That 
would be of no benefit to us because 
we would be plunged into further 

uncertainty for a long time. 
“We feel we have contributed 

mwards peace, mblhty and pros- 
tgr:l the province by agreeing to 

w the clause,” he said. 
If the ANC had not agreed to 
scrap the clause, IFP Premier 
Lionel Mtshali would have dissolved 
the legislature and 
called an' early 
provincial elec- 
tion. The IFP 
would have been 
supported by the 
DA and UDM to | 
gain the majority 
needed to disband 
the legislature: 
Nxumalo does 

not have an Maurice 
income and lives Mackenzie ... 
off his invest- new seat. 
ments. 

However, one of the other defec- 
tors, Maurice Mackenzie, formerly 
of the IFP, is back in the legislature. 
The ANC has put him in the seat 
vacated by Nhlanhla Ngidi, who has 
joined the Scorpions. 

  

The five defectors, who also 

include Belinda Scott, Tim Jeebodh | 
(ex-DA) and Mike Tarr (ex-IFP), 
have said their decision to move was 
principled rather than convenient. 
They have also said they are pre- 

pared to be deployed wherever the 
ANC needs them. 

Tarr said from the beginning the 
ANC thought it was not right for the 

legislation to apply retrospectively, 
and that it was the right thing to 
scrap the controversial clause. 

For an income, Tarr works as an 
agricultural consultant. 

“I'm surviving okay and the ANC 
is looking at its party list so that var- 

ious people will be deployed accord- 
ingly,” he said. 

Scott said: “I totally support the 
ANC’s move. It was a small sacrifice 
to make for stability.” 

Scott stressed that her defection 
had nothing to do with positions, but 

a conviction that the ANC is the only 
hope for KZN. She also said that if 
she wanted an executive position, 
she would have stayed with the DA, | 
as she was nlre to get one. 

Crls 
WAZULUNatal can breathe a 
that the trauma and huge cost of an early 
lection has been averted by the achievement 

relatively simple ¢ 3 AT 
ile all kinds of fine tic principles have 

  

  

political divide in this province, the 
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s averted' 

  

sigh of relief 

h@n roclxnnqdbypollficimonbothddunfthe 
key issue has 
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wouldhuvebeenrephwdbgs’bu Ndebele 

of the ANC as Premier. 
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ANC not ‘entrenchin 
hegemonyfv 

ome critics of the ANC over 
KwaZulu Natal and floor-crossing 
issues have gone overboard. Take 
The Star of 7 January 2003. 

The allegation is made that the ANC is 
preoccupied with “entrenching its hege- 
mony” in a “preposterous” way. Only in 
passing, The Star concedes that the ANC 
has gone out of its way to share power with 
other parties at national level (it could have 

added: provincial, too). 
This is not a matter for en passant men- 

tion, but a major thing for a government to 
do voluntarily, anywhere. In form and sub- 
stance, it gives the lie to any charge that the 
ANC is “entrenching its hegemony”. 

The floor-crossing concept ~was 

entrenched in the constitution adopted by 
all parties. The Constitutional Court ruled 
that it is legitimate to have legislation 
which will permit crossing. So there has 
always been general agreement about it, 
«ever since the constitutional negotiations; 

- so the e that the matter is being 
4 y.the ANC to its own advantage 
is shown for what it is. 

*  Carehasbeen taken to ensure a percent- 
age threshold which must be satisfied 
before floor-crossing can take place (ie those 
crossing must represent not less than 10% 

e 

  

of the total number of seats held by the 
nominating party in each legislature). 

Drawing on broad political lessons dat- 
ing, for instance, to the failure of the 
Weimar constitution in Germany, support 
thresholds can ensure political stability 
and militate against opportunism and chaos 
caused by individuals and inqonsequenfial 4 
factions. 

Contrary to the suggestion that it was 
the ANC that “dislodged” the Democratic 
Alliance in the Western Cape, it was Tony 
Leon, single-handedly and with flying 
colours, who snatched defeat from the jaws 
of victory in that province through his own 
persistent bungling. 

The good working relationship between 
the NNP and the ANC in the Western Cape, 
with the latter not insisting on having the 
premiership though it was the majority 
partner, is testimony to an all-inclusive, and 
certainly not a power-hungry, approach by 
the ANC - not the contrary. 

of ANC conduct in tune with best practice 
in workable coalitions, Each party has an 
equalnwnberofséafl.but'flarehanll? 
premier; and more IFP than' ANC members 
on the provincial executive. “Entrenching 
its hegemony”? 

= Mflm....@AYJANUARv1020§!~— 
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The question whether there should bea | 
costly, diversionary election in the province 
is a matter of political judgment and eco- 
nomic prudence. Since 2004 will see fullscale 
elections throughout the country, why the 
hurry, effort, and cost? 

The ANC is never fearful of elections, 
but there is a broader context than party 
politics to consider. 

The Star’s suggestion that the ANC 
should “back down and allow the IFP to 
retain control of the province” is odd. 

'This is S0 in view of the fact that the IFP 
'with only half the provincial seats (a 
diminished number since the 1994 election 
in contrast with the ANC’s showing, up 
from 26 members in 1994 effectively to 34 
now), does not control the province. It has 
been ruling in coalition with the ANC. 

Let us try, as was done with such success 
in 1994, to focus on the politics of reconcilia- 
tion, and allow our winning country to forge 
ahead in every way, and in every region, as 
an internationally insecure 2003 unfolds. 

The relations between the ANC.and IFP 
were clarified by President Thabo Mbeki 
last year in an interview with the Sunday 
Times: “When we decided in '99 that we 
would request various members of the IFP 
to serve in the national cabinet , there was 
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. Climbdown on floor-crossing legislation seen as 

; ‘seriously damaging’ for provincial leader 

Cruel | 

setback 
for ANC's 
Ndebele 
  

| Jaspreet Kindra 

‘The African National Congress'sclimb- 
down on the floor-crossing law this 

week — in the face of a threat to dis- 

golve the KwaZulu-Natal legislature’ 
and stage a provincial election ~ came 
as a devastating blow to the party’s 
‘proviricial leader, §bu Ndebele. 

: the déal between the ANC and the 
Tnkatha Freedom Party, under which 
a motion to dissolve the KwaZulu- 

Natal parijament was dropped by the 

| IFP in return for.the scrapping of 2 

controversial “retrospectivity” clause 

in the Bill , ; 

 five legislature members who lost 
| thejr seats after defecting prematurely. 

 to the ANC last June. Their defection 

1 would have given the ANC control of 
the EwaZulu-Natal govemment.   
Ndebele said. “If the legislature had 

. been dissolved there is tio law that 
would have allowed the elections to 
Dave taken place. We said we will also 

! go ahead with the defection legisla- 
tion, We are going ahead” 

However, senior ANC members say 
Ndebele's position has been seriously 

Ndebele insisted e was happy with _ 

The clause would have reKn'm.te‘d'-\.- 

“We have managed to avertacrisia” | 

weakened by the failure of his plan to 
take over the province'— and the 

premlership, which he is kziown to 
covet, They said -there had been 

growing anger in Luthull House, the 
ANC's national headquarters, over 

the manner in which he had dealt 
with the floor-crossing legislation.” 
The ANC’s national leadership is 

understood . ‘to have overruled 
Ndebele, who is said to bave insisted 
‘on the original inclusion of the retro- 
spectivity cladse 1o the Bill and 
'wanted it retained. 

. He 180 took no part in the negotia~ 
tions between the ANC and TFE, which 

insiders said was “a vote of no confi- 
dence inhim” ‘ 

Senior leaders said he was, bow- 

ever, kept informed of developments 

in the five days of intense talks be- 
tween the parties, fronted by Deputy 

President Jacob Zuma for the ANC 
and IFP high-up Celani Mtetwa. 

This is the second time 
Ndebele has tried, and 
failed, to wangle ANC 
control of Kwazulu-Natal 

  

  

ANC provincial 

leader §'bu Ndebele 
(above) took no 
part in negotiations 
between his party 
and the IFP. ANC 
supporters protest. 

. outside the 

provincial 
legistature on 
Wednesday 

(above right). 
Photographs: 
Rajesh Jantilal 
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In his opening address in the legis- 
. lature on Wednesday IFP provincial 

*" Premier Lionel Mtshali bumiliatingly 
highlighted the ANC's now-junior 

role in the provincial government. 

Mtshali fired two ANC MECs, and 

replaced them with Democratic 
Alliance members, last month. 

‘Mtshali told MPLs he had decided 

not to proceed with- the motion to 

dissolve after consulting his “col- 

league”, DA provincial leader and 

- newly appointed MEC for Economics 

Roger. Burrows. Ndebele; MEC for 
‘was not col 

DA and United Democratic Move- 

. ment spport, was critical to the 
the IFP to dissolve 

  

heay 
strengthen the burgeoning relation- 

ship between the [FP and the DA. 
Tn his legislavgre speech, Ndebele 

tried to put. BYave face on the set 

back, saying Bt Tiad suggested to his 
patjonal leadership st the ANC's na- 

. tional conference in Stellenbosch in 
December that they drop the defec- 

tion legislation in its entirety. 
IFP national spokesperson Musa 

Zondi shot back: “If that was the case, 

_,_.7—&._ 

  

   



. 18.JAN.2083 10:24 

why were we in the legislature today?” 

As the only ANC member to 
address the legislature, Ndebele 
seemed isolated within his own party 
during the debate. Four senior IFP 

members participated. 
At a subsequent media conference, 

Mtshali insisted he would not rein- 

state the dismissed ANC MECs, 
Dumissni Makhaye and Mike 

Mabuyskhuly, asit was a. “principled 

action” and he could not “respond to 

whims and fancies”. 
This is the second time Ndebele has 

tried, and failed, to wangle ANC 

control of KwaZulu-Natal. After the 

1999 election, where the Inkatha 

Freedom Party polled most votes, he 

is said to have proposed that IFP 

Jeader Mangosuthu Buthelezi should 
be offered the deputy presidency of 

the country in return for surrender- 
ing the provincial premiership. 

Under pressure from within his 

party, Buthelezi rejected the offer, 

Ndebele's suggestion is believed to have 
angered many senior ANCleaders. 
Ndebele's orginal announcement 

in June, that the ANC would take 

control of the province after the 

floor-crossing legislation came into 

effect, apparently did not go thyvn . 

’fi— 
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well with party leaders., In & move 1 
maintain peace and stability {n the 

province, the ANC has been part of 

the IFP-led coalition government 

that runs KwaZulu-Natal since 1094, 
Party insiders say those unhappy 

with him include Zuma and ANC 
secretary general Kgalema Mot- 

1anthe, However, they say he is likely 

to survive because of his close ties 

with President Thabo Mbeki. 

The IFP's problems with provincial 
ANC leaders were highlighted this 

week in aletter by Buthelezi to Zuma. 

In this, the IFP leader claimed former 

president Nelson Mandela had told 

him of attempts to hold meetings 

with IFP leaders in violence-torn 

areas thet had been “frustrated by 
 the Midlands ANC leadership”. 

Zondi described relations between 

m 

“Democracy is not a crisis. 

The real crisis springs out 

of those who fear both 
democracy and the 
will of the people of 

this province” 

  

= T 

the two parties in KwaZuju-Natal as | 

' ing of the working telationship with 

“still bad”. Afver the itting both sides | 

were bristling, with ANC provinctal | 

hardliner Dumisani declar- 
ing that a “lifeline” had been offered 
to the IFP, a8 the party would never 

have been able to hold elections. 
During Mtshali’s speech earlier in 

the house, Makhaye performed.a 

mockingjig in time to the premier’s 

  

  

        

  

      

  

  

   

  

   

words. 
Mtshali it back: “T was very taken 

aback by those who suggested that 

the holding of democratic elections 
in KwaZulu-Natal would throw the 

province into a crisis. Democracy is 

not & crisis. The real crisis springs put 

of those who fear both democracy 

and the will of the people of this 

province.” i 

The national ANC was fir more 
conciliatory. In & statement respond- 

ing to the settlement, Mbeki said: 

“We are confident that the spirit 

  

  

  

  

  

        

     

          

   

      

derfionstrated by the IFP today will, © 

  

continue to guide us each time we 

face tactical problems, and as we 

address other outstanding issues. We- 

remain committed to the strengthen- 
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ation between the two parties had 

. cial level, it was premature” t0 specu- 
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more IFP members to join its fold if | 
the new defection legislation comes | 
into effect this year, which could set 

the political temperature in the ‘ 

‘province soaring once again. A senior | 

ANC member said: "It is not really a 
victory for the IFF, they wanted the 

entire defection legislation scrapped. 
They will till lose members." . 
The IFP aiso had to pacify its; 

members on Tuesday night, many | 

of whom wasted the leadership to | 
reject the ANC offer and press 

. ghead with elections. IFP members ! 

gathered outside the legislature i 

on Wednesday morning in a tense | 

Pietermaritzburg were already ; 

shouting election slogans. . S b 

‘Burrows said that while the cooper- !    
graduated from municipal to provin- | 

late that they might enter an electoral [ 
pact for next year’s general election. 

ANC provincial spokesperson | 

Mtolephi Mthimkhulu denjed that 

‘Ndebele or the provincial leadership 

had been marginalised: "It 15 & fig- 

ment.of people’s imagination. The 

ANC leadership continously con- 

sulted with the province throughout 
the negotiations.” ' 
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Godsell takes flak 

  

      

“The African National Congress 
taliest aim at AngloGold CEO Bobby 

- Godsell's involvement a5 2 “facilita- 
tor” at a top-secret meeting of 

Inkatha Freedom Party and Democ- 
ratic Alliance leaders last month, 
criticising it as “surprising” and 
“unovise’. 
ANC national spokesperson Smuts 

Ngonyama said tlie ANCheld Godsell 
-in high esteem as “a respected busi- 

ness leadex of integrity* and relied on 
his views as “given without political 
interest”. 2 
However, he hid now given the im- 

pression that his agerida was bo unite 
the JFP and DA in opposition to the 
ANC, and that he was not completely 

Goilsell was on leave this week and 
‘was not avaflibie 16 field tnquiries. 

Mad owd Guandian 

  

  

However, AngloGold's public affairs 
mahager, Alan Fine, said he had 

acted “as a privaté citizen, rather 
than as abusiness leader” 
"AngloGold is dctive in civic affairs, 

and it is company policy to encour- 
age people to get-involved in their * 
private capacity,” Fine said. 

The Mail & Guardian has con- 
firuned that Godsell acted as facilitator 
at a top-secret “retreat” attended by 
¥FP president Mangosuthu Buthelezi - 
and DA leader Tony Leon on Decem- . 
ber9 and 10 Jast year. 
‘The high-Jevel IFP delegation also 

included EwaZulu-Natal Premier 
Lionel Mishali, Minister of Correc- 
tional Services Ben Skosana, national 
spokesperson  BMusa Zondi and 
Buthielezis advisec, Mario Ambrosini. 
"Flanking Leon for the DA were, - 
among others, national chairperson 
Joe Seremane, chaitperson of the 

federal council Jasnes Selfe, deputy 

Natal party leader Roger Burrows.” 
‘The meeting is wiiderstood to have 

discussed both the joint plan to 
dissolve the Jegislature and force 
an early provincial election in 
‘EKwaZulu-Natal, and- the broader 
guestion of future relations between 

the parties. 

A 12-page confidential document, 
setting out the history and policies 

of the two parties, formed the basis 
of discussions. Potential points of 

disagreement were explored and 
flagged for further debate. 
Ngonyama said the conntry needed 

leaders who stood above party poli- 
tics, like Desmond Tutu, who could 
act as troubleshooters. 

“By taking this route, Godsell ap- 
pears to have disqualified himself 
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KZN defectors rewarded 
Jaspreet Kindra 

The five members of the KwaZulu- 

Natal legislature who defected to the 
African National Congress are likely 
to be accoumodated in various posi- 
‘tions by the end of next month. 
‘With the upms;m;otthuetmtpegL 

tive provision:in the draft defection 
legislation, the five — the Democratic 

Alliance’s Tim Jeebodh and Belinda 
Scott, Inkatha Freedom Party mem- 

. bers Maurice McKenzie and Mike Tarr, 
and the United Democratic Move- 
ment’s- Sam Nxumalo.— cannot be 
reinstated in their former. 

‘The DAB former chief whip,' m is 
already working as a housing consul- 
tant to the Durban Metro on a short- 
‘term basis. Scott, who has served on the 

provincial housing board, won a na- 
+ tonal award for her work on housing. - 
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islature vacated bythe ANC Nhianhla 
Ngidi, who has joined the Scorpions. 
There are two vacancies in the 

national -Parliament following the 
resignation of Ela Gandhi and 
Mohaeen Moosa, Gandhi sald she 
‘was retiring to run a recently revived 

community newspaper, Saiyagraha, 
-which had been started by her grand- 
father, Mahatma Gandhi, 
Moosa, who is Minister of Environ- 

mental Affairs arid Tourism Moham- 
med Valli Moosa's brother, has left 
‘politics for business. 
ANC insiders say Jeebodh and one 

ANC member of the provineial legis- 

TR TS P S AT AN 

“These individuals did not 
 join the ANC for positions, 

  

but on principle” 

  

  

  

. lature arelikely to be accommodated 
in Parliament. There is speculation 
that hardliner Dumisani Makhaye, 
who has national aspirations, might 
be deployed to Parliament, However, 
Makhaye has said he would prefer to 
remaia in the province. 
There is speculation that larmu 

IFP hardliner Walter Felgate, who 
joined the ANC a few years ago, might 
quit the legislature due to ill health, 
thereby creating the second vacancy 

in‘the provincial legislature, Tarr and 
Nxumalo, who would prefer to re- 
main in KwaZulu-Natal, are likely to 
‘take up the vacancies in the province. 

However, ANC provincial chajrper- 
s0n §'bu Ndebele dismissed all specu- 
lation, saying: “These individuals did 

* not join the ANC for positions, but on 
a matter of principle, They are highly 
gkilled and competent individuals 

Who gyl speeeed inanysegter” . | 
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Cyril Kern boasts an extensive array of 

political and business connections 

Sharon 
‘backer’s 
VIP friends 

Stefaans Brimmer 

Cyril Kern, the businessman who 
pankrolled Israeli Prime Minister 
Arie] Sharon, has ingratiated himself 
with top opposition figures since set- 

tling in Cape Town. His wider circle 
also extends to a multimillion-dollar 
fraud suspect who is a fugitive from 
United States justice. 

Kern, & British businessman who 
made his money in the fashion indus- 
try before coming to South Africa in 

1996, is at the centre of s funding scan- 
dal that is threatening Sharon's politi- 

cal future, Israeli judicial authorities 
suspect Sharon and his sons of irregu- 

larities in accepting a $1,49-million 

(then-about R19-million) low-interest 
1osn transferred from Ketn's Austrian 
bank account almost exactly a year 

ago. 
Although Israeli authorities have 

requested the South African Depart- 

ment of Justice to help obtain 

evidence relating to the “natare, 

purpose and circumstances”: of 

Kern's loan, they made no allegation 

against Kern personally. > 

The scandal broke on Tuesay 
when Israeli newspaper Ho'arets 

published details of the written 
request for assistance by the Israeli 
State Attorney’s Office. The request 

includes the stated suspicion that 

Sharon and his son Gilad had tried to 

deceive authorities about the loan. 

Kern (72) makes no secret of his 

close friendship with Sharon, who 

was his commander in the Israeli 

independence war of the late 1940s. 

Confirming the loan, he told the Mail 
& Guardian this week he had been ' 
“happytohelpafriend” ! 

Locally, Kern counts among his’, 
friends and acquaintances Mario : 

Ambrosini, the adviser to Minister of 

Home Affairs and Inkatha Freedom | 
Party leader Mangosuthu Buthelesi, 
Tony Leon, leader of the Democratic. 
Alliance, prominent New National 

Party MP Sheila Camerer and 

Inketha Freedom Party éhief whip 
Koosvan der Merwe.  ° . 

Leon this week said he knew Kern, 

socially and that “we certainly see 

each other from time to time” He:| 
described Kern as “charming, pleas- | 

ant and interesting”. . o 
Camerer put it this way: “We're all 

pals. They [Kern his partner, 

Annelina] are nice; they're-sweet.” 
She said Kern has spoken about his 
frequent visits to Sharon’s family 

farm in Israel’s Negev desert. i 

Van der. Merwe confirmed having 

dined with Kern on & number of ' 
occasions and {nviting him to Parlia- 

ment’s opening. He also said Kern 

had arranged for him to have a 

10-minute meeting with Sharon - 

when he and other parliamentarians 
visited Israe] and Palestine in 3001 

By many accounts, however, Axa- 

brosini is Kern's closest contact on. 

the political scene. Ambrosini com- 

mented: “My social life is not a mat- 

ter of public record.” . 

An insider this week said of Kern: 

*T thiuk he likes fmportant people, or | 

people he perceives as important” ! 

  

      

Kern denied he went out of his way to~ 
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Mario Ambrosini, 
one of Cyril Kern's | 

influential friends. 

Photo: Ruth Motau 

# 

"} think he likes 

important 

people, or 

people he 
perceives as 

important” 

small city, If you do have ene friend, 

people jnvite you to cocktail parties 

and you meet others”” 

One acquaintance that Kern sayshe 

does not count among his friends, 

however, is Stanley Tollman, the dis- 

graced former South African hotel 

magnste and fugitive from American 

justios, 
b 

Tollman opened the 1andmark Toll- 

man Towess hotel in Johannesburg n 

1970 but lefr South Africa sfter his 

group ran into financial troubles five 

years later, He then built a hotel and 

casino ewpire in Britain and the US, 

where he rubbed shoulders 
with polit- 

jcal and entertainment high society. 
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" down when US authorities indicted 

Tollman on 33 counts carrying & 

potential 30-year jail  eentence. 

The indictment etailed a “mastive 

scheme” in which Tollman and some 

out of $42-million (presently about 

R375-million), using an arrsy of front 

corapanies and offshote Toll- 

man fafled to appear in court and US 

suthorities want him 
from 

Pritain, where he i said toreside. 

Kerp this week said “a cousin of 

mine from America” had referred 

‘him to Tollman. “T've met him but Tm 

not a friend. I don't have a personal 

relationship and I don'thave 2 busts 

ness relationship.” 

The M&Ghas no evidence that Kem 

has been in contact with Tollman 

. nnmhabecw;fixdflvefiv
m)u'flu 

and there i no suggestion that Kern 

participated in any improper conduct 

relating to Tollman. ‘Buttheir acquain- 

ential circle of contacts, which also 

includes Maurice Shawzin, & multi 

millionaire US-South African busi- 

man, Shawzin this week described 

Kern as "a dear friend, aman of high 

repute and high fntegrity’, 

“Ambrosini confirmed that Shawzin 

’had been instrurnental in arranging 

for Buthelezi to officiate at the 

relaunch in November of the Twelve 

Atlantic seaboard. The Twelve Apos- 

{les ismanaged by the London-based 

Red Carnation hotel group founded 

by Tollman’s wife, Bea. 

Ambrogini said the correspon- 

dence leading to Buthelezi’s atten- 

dance indicated Tollman's dsughter, 

Victoria, to be the owner of the 

Twelve Apostles. ~Her business inter- 

ests are different from those of her 

father and that is what was put be- 

fore the minister [Buthelezi)” 

® The M&G received a lettex on 

Thursday afternoon from Durban- 

based 1aw firm Larson Bruorton and 

Falconer Incorporated, acting for 

Kern and threatening ao interdict. 

Larson Bruorton and Falconer js the 

Inkatha Freedom Party’s law fixm of 

chofce. 
e 

Blair snubs Sharon by welcoming 

iz rival, Page 16 

nessman who has been close to Toll- 

Apostles ‘hotel on Cape Town's' 
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'Road deaths and tolerance of 
he ever-rising death-toll on our 
roads over the Christmas holidays 
is a symptom of a deeper, systemic 

malaise. 
Every year Arrive Alive launches a major 

publicity and education campaign and sets 
targets for reducing the number of deaths - 

| and every year the death toll seems to rise. 
This year Transport Minister Dullah 

Omar at least began to identify the real 
causes - including corruption at centres for 
the testing of vehicle roadworthiness and in 
the issuing of driving licences. Badly- 
trained traffic officers and deteriorating 
roads were also blamed. 

In other words, more than 1000 people 
die on our roads every holiday season 
because of infrastructural failure - because 
the government seems unable to establish 
systems to address the underlying causes. 

The Arrive Alive campaign merely 
address the symptoms of the problems. It is 
naively based on pointing out to road-users 
the error of their ways with slogans such as 
“Speed Kills”. 

Such admonitions assume that reckless 
drivers are well-meaning ignoramuses. 
They just need to be politely advised that 
overtaking drunk at 160km on a blind rise in 
an overloaded minibus with bald tyres 
might be a trifle hazardous. Once they have 
understood this difficult concept, they will 
mend their ways. / 

But of course drivers know this already. 
They either believe themselves immortal or 
are willing to take the commercial risk of 
hazardous driving for the rewards of more 
fares in a day They need to be punished 
severely, not admonished. 

Yet for reasons not explained, Omar has 
failed to implement a proposed points sys- 
tem whereby drivers’ licences would be sus- 
pended once they had lost too many points 
through traffic offences. And, of course, the 
corrupt officials who sell licences and thus 
sew death on the roads should also be pun- 
ished more severely. 

“ Such actions would address the underly- 
ing problems of faulty human infrastruc- 
ture that contribute to the death toll. 

fixing what's 
broken 

  

Naturally the deteriorating road infra- 
structure must also be repaired, 

Is it a stretch to see a resemblance 
between the attitudes underlying the Arrive 
Alive campaign and some other government 
policies? 

The Zimbabwe policy, for example, also 
seems to be based on the didactic premise 
that President Robert Mugabe is a well- 
meaning person who just does not fully 
understand that persecuting his opponents 
and destroying the agricultural foundations 
of the economy are not good for the country. 

Countries north offer us a chilling vision 
of the results of not maintaining the human 
and physical infrastructure. Economist mag- 
azine has just published a revealing story by 
one its reporters who hitched a ride on a 
truck delivering beer from Cameroon’s port 
city of Douala to the inland town of Bertoua. 

Though the journey was only 500km — 
less than the distance from Johannesburg to 
Durban - it took four days because of the 
shocking state of the roads and because 
authorities stopped the truck at 47 road- 
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If Omar was in the private sector he would be fired 
THE Democratic Alliance's call for Transport Minister Dullah 
Omar's resignation is based on a long list of failures, writes 

WE call on Minister Omar to resign, not 
only because of this past holiday season’s 
road death toll, but a series of failures for 
which he must take ultimate blame. 

Any director of a large corporation 
would have been dismissed by now if they 
failed in the way the Minister has. 

He has failed to address effectively the 
carnage on our roads - he has given up the 
fight. This past holiday season saw yet an- 
other record number of people losing their 
lives. Our repeated calls for more visible 
policing have fallen on deaf ears. 

The Minister has time and again blamed 
corrupt officials at vehicle licensing and 
testing centres for the road death toll, but 
what has he done about it? 

His complaints about corruption and in- 
efficiency would carry far more weight if he 
told us how he intends rooting out corrup- 
tion and-ensuring that efficiency is 
achieved. 

_ He should also make urgent plans to in- 

STUART FARROW _‘/ 

crease the provincial budgets available for 
the filling of posts - it is estimated that at 
least 8000 vacancies exist in our traffic de- 
partments. 

The tautology of the Minister’s excuse 
that “drivers are to blame” is ridiculous — 
what is the point of Arrive Alive then? It isa 
failure. “zero tolerance” should also mean 
exactly that, and no mercy should be shown 
toany traffic offenders. 

As a medium term solution, intensive 
education programmes starting at school 
level and embracing commuter rights 
should be immediately initiated. What 
happened to the Road Safety curriculum, 
which the Minister of Education announced 

he would be introducing 12 months ago? 
Three years after Parliament passed 

three Acts relating to the improvement and 
enforcement of road safety (The Road 
Traffic ement Corporation Act, The 
Administrative Adjudication of Road 

Offences Act and the Road Traffic- 
Infringement Agency Act) there is no real 
sign of the promised Road Traffic Manage- 
‘ment Corporation. . 

At the moment it is nothing more than a 
group of directors and still is without the 
ability to implement its objectives. 

There is a lack of adequate funds to ad- 
dress the backlog of road mai ce. 

The backlog is estimated at R60-bn, and it 

is believed that between 10 and 15% of all 
road accidents can be attributed to poor 
road conditions. 

‘The Minister has failed to ensure that the 
Board of Inquiry into last year’s Charlotte’s 
Dale train crash in KZN effectively carry 
out its duties. 

Almost a year after that tragedy there is. 
still no sign of the Board’s report, and this 
week we saw another tragedy in the West- 
ern Cape. Did the Charlotte’s Dale report 
make any findings that could have preven- 
ted this week’s train crash? 

‘The buck stops with Minister Omar and 
finally with President Mbeki. 

If the President is satisfied with Omar’s 
performance he should leave him in place; 
if, like the rest of South Africa, the President 
believes that the department under the lead- 
ership of Omar has failed then he should 
consider an urgent Cabinet reshuffle. 

® Stuart Farrow, MR, is DA spokesman on 
transport. 
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Restori d relati 
recent conflict over floor- prefer to forget. sustainable model for the future, or 

crossing in the legislature The final compromise between the whether the time has finally come 

between the IFP and ANC in leadership of the ANC and IFP, for one party to take full 

KwaZulu-Natal could have which averted a potentially crippling | responsibility and accountability for 

proven expensive on several counts. 
An escalation of political conflict 

could have destabilised the 
province’s economic prospects; an 
unscheduled election could have 
siphoned away resources which 
could have been better deployed; and 
the province could have taken a giant 
leap backwards to an era that people 
from all political persuasions would   

crisis, should, therefore, be 
welcomed. 
But the applause should be short. 

This is a time for serious 
introspection by leaders of both 
parties, and by the voters who put 

    

social delivery in the province. 
It is inevitable that the recent 

machinations between the dominant 
parties in the province will leave a 
bitter residue of distrust between the 
national leadership of both the IFP 

them in the legislature. | and the ANC. 

The parties must consider whether Moves by party presidents Thabo 

power sharing in a coalition Mbeki and Mangosuthu Buthelezi to 

government is a realistic and restore good relations will be 

  

watched carefully in the aftermath 
of the floor-crossing wrangle. 
Also under scrutiny will be the will 

and commitment of both parties to 
move beyond this unfortunate 

episode, and to convert inter-party 

rivalry into multi-party delivery 

based on shared national objectives. 
1t should not be necessary to 

remind parties of their prime 

purpose. 
If they choose to forget, voters will 

jog their memory in the next 
election, due within a year.     
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