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MR CHAI RVAN,

HONOURABLE M NI STERS AND HEADS OF DELEGATI ONS,

YOUR EXCELLENCI ES THE AVBASSADCRS,

DI STI NGUI SHED GUESTS,

LADI ES AND GBNTLEMEN,

IT IS MY PLEASURE, ON MY BEHALF AND ON BEHALF OF THE

GENERAL SECRETARI AT OF THE ORGANI SATI ON OF AFRI CAN UNI TYI’ TO
WELCOVE YOU ALL HERE.

| ALSO W SH TO ACKNOW.EDGE THE PRESENCE OF MANY

M NI STERS WHO HAVE SOUGHT IN THI'S WAY TO DEMONSTRATE THE

| MPORTANCE THEY ACCORD TO THI'S SESSI ON AND TO THE WORK OF
THE ORGANI ZATI ON. YOUR PRESENCE W LL HAVE A PGS TI VE | MPACT
ON THE PROCEEDI NGS OF YOUR COUNCIL. I T I'S ONE MORE SOURCE OF
ENCOURAGEMENT TO THE GENERAL SECRETARI AT AND A POSI Tl VE

SI GNAL THAT |'S BEING SENT OUT TO AFRI CAN AND WORLD CPI NI ON
WHI CH |'S USUALLY ATTENTI VE TO SUCH DEMONSTRATI ON OF | NTEREST
IN THE PROCEEDI NGS OF OUR ORGANI SATI ON.

SINCE TH'S I'S THE VERY FIRST COUNCIL OF M NI STERS THAT

| AM ATTENDI NG AS SECRETARY GENERAL, ALLOW ME TO REI TERATE
MY SI NCERE THANKS, THROUGH YOU, DI STI NGUI SHED M NI STERS AND
HEADS OF DELEGATI ONS, TO ALL HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNVENT
FOR THE CONFI DENCE THEY HAVE PLACED I N ME BY ELECTING ME TO
DI RECT THE AFFAI RS OF THE GENERAL SECRETARI AT OF OUR

ORGANI SATI ON.

| INTEND TO LI VE UP TO TH'S TRUST AND TO DI SCHARGE TO

THE BEST OF MY ABI LI TY THE LOFTY M SSI ON ENTRUSTED TO ME I N
THE SUPREME | NTEREST OF AFRICA. IN THI'S ENDEAVOUR | LOOK
FORWARD TO YOUR COOPERATI ON, CONSTANT COUNSEL AND GUI DANCE.
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MR CHAI RMAN, -

IT 1S NOWFIVE MONTHS SI NCE | HAVE BEEN I N OFFI CE AS
SECRETARY CGENERAL. OVER SUCH A BRI EF PERI CD, | CANNOT 4 VE
AN EXHAUSTI VE REPORT. FOR ME, THE LAST MONTHS HAVE BEEN A
PERI OD OF LEARNI NG OF KNOW NG THE PEOPLE AND COF

UNDERSTANDI NG | SSUES. | HAVE DEVOTED TIME TO VI SIT THE STAFF
IN THEI R PLACES OF WORK. THEY TALKED TO ME ABOUT THEI R VWORK,
THEI R PROBLEMS, THEI R EXPECTATI ONS AND THEI R ANXI ETI ES. |
HAVE SEEN THE PHYSI CAL CONDI TI ONS AND ENVI RONMENT | N WHI CH
THEY WORK. I N THE SAME BREADTH, | WAS ABLE TO VISI T CONFLI CT
AREAS, ATTEND CONFERENCES AND PAY OFFI Cl AL AND WORKI NG
VISITS TO A FEW COUNTRI ES. I N THE COURSE OF THESE CONTACTS,
I MANAGED TO FORM SOMVE DEFI NI TE VI EWS WHICH | WOULD LI KE TO
SHARE W TH THI S DI STI NGUI SHED COUNCI L.

| EMBARKED ON THI S TWO- PRONGED APPRCACH FULLY CONVI NCED
THAT THE EFFI CENT FUNCTI ONI NG OF OUR ORGANI SATI ON WAS TO A
LARGE EXTENT DETERM NED BY THE KI ND OF RELATI ONSHI PS

EXI STI NG BETWEEN THE SECRETARI AT AND THE MEMBER STATES. |
PURSUED THI S LI NE OF ACTI ON BECAUSE I T WAS MY FI RM BELI EF
THAT I T IS THE | NESCAPABLE RESPONSI Bl LI TY OF THE SECRETARY
GENERAL TO NURTURE SUCH A RELATI ONSHI P AND TO ENSURE THAT
THE EXECUTI VE ARM CF THE OAU IS AN EFFI CI ENT | NSTRUVENT AT
THE SERVI CE OF THE OBJECTI VES OF THE ORGANI SATI ON AND NOT A
TOOL BLUNTED BY' A BUREAUCRACY THAT OPERATES BY | TS OMN
RULES.

DURI NG MY FAM LI ARI SATI ON TOURS TO THE VARI QUS

DEPARTMENTS OF THE CGENERAL SECRETARI AT AND WORKI NG SESSI ONS
| HELD W TH STAFF MEMBERS, | WAS ABLE TO COME TO CGRI PS

WTH SOVE OF THE PROBLEMS WHI CH ADVERSELY AFFECT
PERFORVANCE AT THE GENERAL SECRETARI AT AND STAFF MEMBERS
ATTI TUDE TOMRDS WORK . THESE PROBLEMS | NCLUDE THE POCOR
WORKI NG CONDI TI ONS OF STAFF, THE OUTDATED EQUI PMENT, THE
PREM SES OF THE SECRETARI AT AND EVEN THE WAY WORK | S

ORGANI SED. FOR | NSTANCE, THE POOR QUALI TY OF THE DOCUMENTS
BEFORE YQU, AT LEAST AS I T RELATES TO THE PRI NTI NG AND
PRESENTATI ON, IS A DI RECT RESULT OF THE | NFERI OR FACI LI TI ES
VWE NOW HAVE. FOR NEARLY THE LAST THREE DECADES THE PRI NTI NG
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AND REPRODUCTI ON DEPARTMENT HAS REMAI NED FROZEN OUT COF THE

TECHNOLOG CAL REVOLUTI ON I N THE PRI NTI NG | NDUSTRY.

WE HAVE MADE SOVE COMVENDABLE PROGRESS TO CATCH UP.

W TH THE COOPERATI ON OF THE UNDP, WE ARE | N THE PROCESS OF

I NSTALLI NG MODERN MACHI NERY AND TRAI NI NG PERSONNEL TO HANDLE
I T. WE HOPE TO . COVPLETE TH S EXERCI SE SOON AND | CAN

CONFI DENTLY ASSURE YOQU OF BETTER PRESENTATI ON OF OQUR REPORTS

BY THE NEXT SUM T. LET ME, AT THI S JUNCTURE, PAY DESERVI NG

TRI BUTE TO THE UNDP FOR THE MONETARY AND TECHNI CAL

ASSI STANCE | T HAS d VEN US.

MR CHAI RVAN,

| TOOK . ADVANTAGE OF THE SESSI ONS TO REM ND STAFF OF

THEI R DUTY TO THE ORGANI SATI ON BY APPEALI NG TO THEI R SENSE

OF RESPONSI BI LITY AND DI SCI PLI NE. | ALSO TOOK ADVANTAGE OF

THESE MEETI NGS TO UNDERSCORE MY RESOLUTE DETERM NATI ON TO

ENSURE THAT THE OBSERVANCE ON THE ESTABLI SHED RULES AND

REGULATI ONS |'S EMBEDDED | NTO THE DAY TO DAY FUNCTI ONI NG OF

THE ORGANI ZATI ON. | URGED THE STAFF TO DEMONSTRATE A SPIRIT

OF PANAFRI CANI SM I N THE DI SCHARGE CF THEI R DUTI ES.

I T BECAME QU TE CLEAR IN MY M ND THAT THE PERFORVANCE

OF THE SECRETARI AT CAN BE SI GNI FI CANTLY ENHANCED | F STEPS

ARE TAKEN TO BOOST STAFF MORALE AND ESTABLI SH A MIRE

EFFI Cl ENT CO- ORDI NATI ON AMONG THE VARI QUS SERVI CES OF THE

SECRETARI AT. | AM SURE |IT WAS ON ACCOUNT COF SI M LAR

CONSI DERATI ONS THAT THE COW TTEE OF FOURTEEN ON THE

STRUCTURAL REFORM CF THE ORGANI SATI ON WAS ESTABLI SHED I N

1984. THIS COW TTEE, ABLY CHAI RED BY HI S EXCELLENCY

AMBASSADOR ATEPCR. OF GHANA, ADOPTED A REPORT VHI CH WAS

SUBM TTED TO THE ADVI SORY COWM TTEE ON ADM NI STRATI VE,

FI NANCI AL AND BUDGETARY NMATTERS FOR REVI EW W TH SPECI FI C

EMPHASI S ON THE FI NANCI AL | MPLI CATI ONS OF THE PROPCSALS.

THE ADVI SORY COWM TTEE HAS MADE A SERI ES COF

OBSERVATI ONS ON THAT REPORT FOR THE COUNCI L. THE REPORT
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CONTAI NS GOOD RECOMVENDATI ONS WHI CH, | F CLEARED FCR

| MPLEMENTATI ON SOON, W LL BRI NG ABOUT MJUCH AWAI TED RELI EF
TO THE STAFF AND CONTRI BUTE TO THE EFFI Cl ENCY OF THE

" ORGANI ZATI ON. BUT | SHARE THE .VIEW OF THE COW TTEE THAT
THIS IS THE BEG NNI NG ' OF A CONTI NUI NG PROCESS | N THE
EVALUATI ON OF THE WORKI NG OF THE SECRETARI AT I N THE LI GHT OF
THE CHANG NG ECONOM C ENVI RONMENT I N WHI CH_I T OPERATES. TO
THAT EXTENT THEREFORE, THE REPORT IS NOT CONCLUSI VE, AND THE
LI ST OF PROBLEMS ADDRESSED NOT EXHAUSTI VE. FOR EXAMPLE THE
COW TTEE AGREED THAT THE EVALUATI ON AND RECLASSI FI CATI ON
OF CERTAI N JOBS WAS CONDUCTED RATHER HASTI LY AND SHOULD
THEREFORE BE REVI EVED. | T RECOMMENDED THAT THE EXERCI SE
CONTI NUE AND EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT EVERY PRECAUTI ON WOULD
BE TAKEN TO AVERT ANY | NADVERTENI ACTI ON THAT WOULD

UNDERM NE THE HARMONY AND BALANCE REQUI RED OF ANY

ADM NI STRATI VE SET-UP. | AM SATI SFI ED W TH THI S PERTI NENT
RECOMVENDATI ON WHI CH WOULD ENABLE THE SECRETARI AT TO CARRY
OUT THE EXERCI SE I N A MORE THOROUGH MANNER AND ENSURE THAT
THERE |'S SUFFI Cl ENT STAFF CO- OPERATI ON I N THE EXECUTI ON OF
SUCH AN | MPORTANT PRQIECT.

| f THE ADVI SORY COWM TTEE ALSO RECOMMENDED THAT WE AVAI T
THE FI NDI NGS CF OTHER COWM TTEES CONSI DERI NG MODALI Tl ES OF
ESTABLI SHI NG THE PROPOSED AFRI CAN ECONOM C COMMUNI TY BEFORE
ADOPTI NG THE NEW STRUCTURE OF THE GENERAL SECRETARI AT. | AM
OF THE VIEW THAT | F THE | DEA OF | NTEGRATI NG THE AFRI CAN
ECONOM C COMWWUNI TY W THI N THE QAU, AS PROPCSED, GAI NS
GENERAL ACCEPTANCE, | T WLL PROVI DE THE UNI QUE OPPORTUNI TY
TO REVI EW THE STRUCTURES OF THE GENERAL SECRETARI AT AND
PROVIDE I T WTH THE ORGANS THAT WOULD ENABLE OUR

ORGANI ZATI ON TO TACKLE | TS NEW RESPONSI BI LI TI ES AND LI VE UP
TO THE NEW CHALLENGES I T HAS TO FACE.

THE COWM TTEE HAS ALSO MADE SOVE PROPCSALS Al MED AT

I MPROVI NG THE CONDI TI ONS OF SERVI CE OF STAFF MEMBERS OF THE
GENERAL SECRETARI AT. THE ADVI SORY COW TTEE DECI DED THAT I N
VI EW OF THE FI NANCI AL CONSTRAI NTS FACI NG THE ORGANI SATI ON
ONLY 1X PART OF ' THE PACKACE OF PROPOSED REFORMS | S TO BE
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SUBM TTED FOR ADOPTI ON TO THI S COUNCI L UNDER THE 1990/ 1991
BUDCETARY YEAR. | URGE THI'S COUNCI L TO DETERM NE TO WHAT
EXTENT SOVE ADDI TI ONAL EFFORT WOULD BE MADE TO ADOPT A
_BROADER APPROACH TOMRDS THE ENTI RE SET OF PROPCSALS, TAKI NG
| NTO ACCOUNT OF COURSE, THE FI NANCI AL SI TUATI ON FACI NG THE
MEMBER STATES. | AM THI NKI NG SPECI FI CALLY OF THE EDUCATI ON
GRANT WHI CH HAS BEEN RAI SED BUT WHI CH, ON THE RECOMVENDATI ON
OF THE ADVI SORY COW TTEE, SHOULD APPLY TO FOUR | NSTEAD OF
SI X CHI LDREN. SUCH A MEASURE, VWHI CH | S DEFI NI TELY
UNDERSTANDABLE CONSI DERI NG THE ECONOM C SI TUATI ON OF ALL
MEMBER STATES ' SHOULD NOT HOAEVER APPLY TO THE OFFI CERS
WHOSE CHI LDREN ARE PRESENTLY ENTI TLED TO SUCH AN ALLOAMANCE.
FROM MY EXPERI ENCE | N NATI ONAL GOVERNMENT, | AM FULLY

CONSCI QUS OF THE ACUTE ECONOM C CONSTRAI NTS FACI NG ALL OUR
COUNTRI ES ALMOST W THOUT EXCEPTI ON. TO THAT EXTENT | AM
THEREFORE, SENSI TI VE TO THE | MPLI CATI ONS OF | NCREASED

FI NANCI AL COW TMENTS OF THE ORGANI ZATION. | AM SIM LARLY
SENSI TI VE TO THE NEED TO RESPOND, EVEN IN A LIM TED WAY TO
THE LEG TI MATE FI NANCI AL NEEDS OF THE STAFF. FOR EVEN I N
NATI ONAL GOVERNMENT, ATTEMPTS HAVE CONSTANTLY BEEN MADE TO
STRI KE A BALANCE BETWEEN THE ABI LI TY OF THE TREASURY TO PAY
AND THE NEED TO M Tl GATE THE ADVERSE | MPACT OF THE RI SI NG
COST OF LIVING TO THE WORKFORCE. THIS IS WHY | HOPE YOU W LL
G VE SYMPATHETI C CONSI DERATI ON ' N) THE PROPCSAL ' TO EFFECT

| NCREASES EVEN NOM NALLY OF STAFF SALARI ES AND POST
ADJUSTMENT | ALLOMNCES WH CH HAVE REMAI NED FROZEN FOR THE
LAST DECADE, NOTW THSTANDI NG THE RI SE I N THE COST OF LI VI NG
MR CHAI RMVAN,

SINCE | ASSUMED CFFI CE, | HAVE ENDEAVOURED TO HAVE

AS MANY CONTACTS AS POSSI BLE W TH MEMBER STATES. AS A RESULT,
| HAVE HAD THE HONOUR AND OPPORTUNI TY TO MEET SEVERAL HEADS
OF STATE AND GOVERNMVENT AND A GOOD NUMBER OF M NI STERS OF
FORElI GN AFFAI RS (H. MEMBER. STATES. | CONSULTED . EXTENSI VELY
WTH ALL OF THEM ON PROBLEMS OF CONCERN TO QUR CONTI NENT



CM 1570(LIl) Part |

page 6

AND ON THE WAYS AND MEANS OF ENHANCI NG THE EFFI CI ENCY,
EFFECTI VENESS AND CREDI BI LI TY OF OQUR ORGANI SATI ON.

THE ADVI CE | RECEI VED, WAS MOST GRATI FYI NG AND

ENCOURAG NG. TO ALL THESE LEADERS, | DI D NOT FAIL TO DRAW
ATTENTI ON TO THE DI STRESSI NG FI NANCI AL SI TUATI ON OF THE
ORGANI SATI ON . AND CF MOST COF | TS SPECI ALI SED ACGENCI ES
RESULTI NG | N PART FROM THE ACCUMJULATED ARREARS OF

CONTRI BUTI ONS FROM MEMBER STATES. | WOULD LI KE TO RENEW
THE APPEAL THAT | MADE TO MEMBER STATES TO PAY THEI R

CONTRI BUTI ONS. | NEED NOT OVER STRESS THE FACT THAT THE
PRBCARI QUS FI NANCI AL SI TUATI ON OF QUR ORGANI SATI ON

JEOPARDI SES | TS EFFECTI VENESS AND HENCE PLACES | TS

CREDI BILITY I N DOUBT. | DARE HOPE THAT IN SPITE OF THEIR

FI NANCI AL DI FFI CULTI ES, MEMBER STATES WLL BEAR IN M ND THE
| MPERATI VE NEED TO DEMONSTRATE THEI R COVM TMENT TO THE
ORGANI SATI ON, IN A PRACTI CAL WAY. | MJST STRESS THAT | F W\
WANT THE OUTSI DE WORLD TO TAKE OUR ORGANI ZATI ON SERI QUSLY,
THEN I T I S ABSOLUTELY | MPERATI VE THAT AFRI CAN STATES
THEMSELVES SHOULD SO TREAT THE ORGAN ZATI ON. MEETI NG

FI NANCI AL OBLI GATI ONS TO THE ORGANI ZATI ON | S ONE SUCH

MANI FESTATI ON OF SERI OUSNESS.

AT THE LEVEL OF THE GENERAL SECRETARI AT, WE ARE

COW TTED TO THE | NTRODUCTI ON OF GREATER STRI NGENCY | N THE.
MANAGEMENT OF THE BUDGETARY APPROPRI ATIONS. | | NTEND TO
TAKE THE NECESSARY STEPS, | N COLLABORATI ON W TH THE ADVI SCRY
COW TTEE, TO ENSURE GREATER TRANSPARENCY | N THE

ADM NI STRATI VE AND FI NANCI AL MANAGEMENT OF THE GENERAL
SECRETARI AT | N CONSONANCE W TH THE RULES AND REGULATI ONS OF
THE ORGANI SATI ON.

| SHALL COUNT ON THE CO- OPERATI ON AND SUPPORT OF MEMBER
STATES | N ELABORATI NG MORE EFFI Cl ENT PLANNI NG OF WORK

W THI N THE ORGANI SATION. | AM ENCOURAGED I N THI' S RESPECT BY
THE FAVOURABLE FEEDBACK | OBTAI NED W TH REGARD TO WY
PROPOSAL TO SET A FI XED DATE FOR THE SUWM TS.
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SEVERAL HEADS COF STATE AND GOVERNMENT HAVE REPLI ED

FORVALLY 1N SUPPORT OF THE | DEA OF HOLDI NG THE SUM T ON THE
SECOND MONDAY OF JULY. SOVE SUGGESTED MAY OR JUNE. BUT

APART FROM SUCH DI VERGENT VIEWs AS TO. THE TIM NG OF THE
SUM T WHI CH COULD, IN MY VIEW BE EASILY CLEARED THROUGH

" CONSULTATI ONS AMONGST YOURSELVES, HONOURABLE M NI STERS, | AM
HAPPY TO REPORT THAT' A UNANIM TY COF VI EWs EXI STS ON THE

PRI NCI PLE OF HOLDI NG THE SUM T ON A FI XED DATE.

TH S DESI RE TO STREAMLI NE OQUR ACTI Vi TES SHOULD ALSO

MAKE US TURN OQUR ATTENTI ON TO THE PROBLEM OF SCHEDULI NG OF
MEETI NGS, LIM TI NG THEI R NUMBER, RECONSI DERI NG THE FREQUENCY
OF SUCH MEETI NGS AND RATI ONALI ZI NG THE WORK OF THE COUNCI L
AND THE SUMM T. THIS IS THE CHALLENGE THAT ALL OF US,

VEMBER STATES AND SECRETARI AT ALI KE, HAVE TO FACE, |F VWE ARE
TO | MPROVE THE EFFI Cl ENCY OF THE ORGANI SATI ON.

THE REDUCTI ON I N THE NUMBER OF MEETI NGS WOULD CUT DOWN

ON THE VOLUME OF DOCUMENTS W THOUT HAMPERI NG THE PROPER
FUNCTI ONI NG OF THE ORGANI SATI ON. GREATER EMPHASI S SHOULD BE
ON THE QUALITY OF THE DOCUMENTS AND THEI R CONCI SENESS. AND
FOR THE NEED OF PROPER RECORD TO DOCUMENT THE PROCEEDI NGS OF
KEY ORGANS OF THE QAU PERHAPS | T MAY BE OPPORTUNE TO

RECONSI DER YOUR DECI SI ON AGAI NST THE PREPARATI ON OF SUMVARY
RECORDS OR VERBATI M RECORDS WHERE EXPRESSLY REQUI RED.

MR CHAI RVAN,

SI NCE THE FI FTI ETH SESSI ON OF YOUR COUNCI L, AFRI CA AND

THE WORLD HAVE W TNESSED THE UNFCLDI NG OF MAJOR EVENTS I N
AFRI CA AND I N EURCPE. | N NAM BI A, WE OBSERVED THE ELECTI ONS
VWHI CH CULM NATED i N A RESOUNDI NG VI CTORY FOR SWAPO. THE

VI CTORY OF THE PEOPLE OF NAM BI A WAS HAILED AS THAT COF

AFRI CA AS A WHOLE AND THE TRI UMPH OF JUSTI CE AND OF THOSE
STRI VING FOR PEACE IN THE WORLD. THI'S VI CTORY IS FORM DABLE
EVI DENCE THAT AFRI CA'S CAUSE CANNOT BUT SUCCEED IF IT

ENJOYS THE UNANI MOUS SUPPORT AND UNDI VI DED COVM TMENT OF
AFRI CAN COUNTRI ES.



| PAID A WORKING VISIT TO NAM Bl A TWO WEEKS BEFORE THE
ELECTONS. DURI NG THAT VISIT, | HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO VISIT
THE COUNTRY, TALK TO THE ELECTORATE AND CONSULT W TH THE

. SWAPO LEADERSHI P. | USED THI' S VI SIT TO DEMONSTRATE OUR
ORGANI SATI ON' S COW TMENT TO THE PEACE PROCESS AND

SCLI DARI TY W TH - THE NAM BI AN PEOPLE UNDER SWAPO. VH LE
CONCERN EXI STED OVER CERTAI N ASPECTS OF THE PHYSI CAL
ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE ELECTI ONS, | LEFT NAM Bl A SATI SFI ED
THAT THE | BASI C CONDI TI ONS EXI STED FOR FREE AND FAI R

ELECTI ONS AND CONFI DENT OF A COVMANDI NG SWAPO VI CTORY.
APART FROM MY VISIT, | WSH TO UNDERLI NE THE MODEST

BUT EFFECTI VE ROLE PLAYED BY THE OAU DURI NG THE ELECTORAL
PROCESS ?I N NAM Bl A. QUI TE APART FROM THE GRANT OF FI VE

M LLI ON US DOLLARS OF FI NANCI AL ASSI STANCE TO SWAPO, WE SET
UP AN QOBSERVER M SSI ON | N W NDHOEK. A REMARKABLE JOB WAS
DONE BY OQUR TEAM | N CLOSE COLLABCORATI ON W TH THE SPECI AL
REPRESENTATI VE OF THE UN SECRETARY GENERAL, THE LI Al SON
OFFI CE OFVTHE FRONTLI NE STATES AND, OF COURSE, THE SWAPO
LEADERSHI P. 3 | WOULD LI KE TO RECALL HERE THAT THE FI VE

M LLI ON DOLLARS WAS DRAWN, AS AN ADVANCE, FROM THE REGULAR
BUDGET- OF THE OAU. | THEREFORE W SH TO APPEAL TO THOSE
MEMBER STATES VWHO HAVE NOT PAI D THEI R CONTRI BUTI ON TO THE
SPECI AL FUND FOR SWAPO TO DO 50 AND THUS ENABLE OUR

ORGANI SATI ON TO OFFSET THE SHORTFALL OF US $ 1.8 M LLION
STILL OUTSTANDI NG

THE POST- ELECTORAL PROCESS |'S MOVI NG AHEAD OF SCHEDULE

AND | NDEPENDENCE | S SET FOR MARCH 21. CELEBRATI ONS ASI DE,
THE NAM BI AN LEADERSHI P HAS EXPRESSED THE W SH THAT . QAU
SHOULD CONTI NUE TO BE PRESENT I N THE EARLY DAYS OF

| NDEPENDENCE. A RECOMVENDATI ON HAS ACCORDI NGLY BEEN

SUBM TTED TO YOUR COUNCI L TO OPEN AN QAU COFFI CE | N W NDHOEK.
THI'S OFFI CE, WHICH WLL HAVE A ONE YEAR TENURE - 1990/ 1991
FI NANCI AL YEAR - W LL SERVE AS THE LI Al SON BASE BETWEEN THE
RAM BI AN AUTHORI TI ES AND THE MEMBER STATES OF THE

) RGANI SATI ON VI A THE GENERAL SECRETARI AT AND A DEMONSTRATI ON
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OF OUR CONTI NUED SCLI DARI TY W TH THE NAM BI AN PEOPLE. | TS
TENURE MAY BE RENEWED SUBSEQUENTLY AFTER THE FI RST YEAR
DEPENDI NG ON THE Cl RCUMSTANCES.

MR CHAI RMVAN,

DESPI TE SUCH FAVOURABLE DEVELOPMENTS, THE NAM Bl AN

S| TUATI ON REMAI NS RATHER DELI CATE AND CALLS FOR VI G LANCE ON
OUR PART. | NDEED, WE WOULD BE ENGAG NG I N W SHFUL THI NKI NG
| F WVE WERE TO ASSUME THAT THE LONG AWAI TED PEACE AND

STABI LITY WLL NOW COVE TO THAT PART OF OUR CONTI NENT AND
TO NAM Bl A WHI LE THE REPREHENSI BLE SYSTEM OF APARTHEI D
CONTI NUES TO THRI VE I N SOUTH AFRI CA.

THE RELEASE OF NELSON MANDELA AND OTHER POLI TI CAL

PRI SONERS, THE RELAXATI ON OF SOME OF THE STATE OF EMERCGENCY
MEASURES, THE UNBANNI NG OF THE ANC, PAC AND OTHER ANTI -
APARTHEI D ORGANI SATI ONS CONSTI TUTE NO DOUBT A SI GNI FI CANT
STEP I N THE RI GHT DI RECTI ON WHI CH SHOULD BE WELCOVED BY THE
QAU AND THE | NTERNATI ONAL COVMUNI TY AS A WHOLE. | NDEED, WE
I N THE SECRETARI AT | SSUED A STATEMENT WELCOM NG THE RELEASE
OF MR MANDELA AND COMMVENDI NG THE BOLD ACTI ON OF MR. DEKLERK.
IN My MESSAGE TO MR MANDELA, | EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT HE
WLL FIND I T POSSI BLE TO PAY THE QAU A VISIT HERE I N ADDI S
ABABA. | | NTEND TO FOLLOW UP THI'S | NVI TATION I N THE DAYS TO
COVE. | EMPHASI ZED THAT THESE MEASURES WHI CH WE WARMLY
WELCOVE ARE, MOREOVER, THE END- RESULT OF THE STRUGGLE AND
SACRI FI CE OF THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH AFRI CA AND THE OQUTCOVE OF
THE | NTERNATI ONAL PRESSURE EXERTED ON THE PRETORI A REGQ ME.
BUT | ALSO NOTED THAT THESE DECI SI ONS DO NOT ADDRESS THE
ROOT CAUSE OF THE STRUGGLE OF THE SOUTH AFRI CAN PEOPLE.

WE HAVE EVERY REASON TO BE JUBI LANT AT THE ACHI EVEMENT

OF THESE I NI TI AL BUT | MPORTANT CONCESSI ONS FROM THE
APARTHEI D REG ME. WE SHOULD | NDEED REJO CE AT THE LI BERATI ON
OF NELSON MANDELA. BUT WE SHOULD EXERCI SE CAUTI ON AND NOT
ALLOW THI S SENSE OF EUPHORI A TO SI DETRACK US FROM THE
FUNDAMENTALS OF THE STRUGGLE. THE STRUGGLE | S ABOUT THE



ELI M NATI ON OF APARTHEI D AS , SYMBCLI ZED BY THE

VARI QUS DRACONI AN LEG SLATI ON AND THE ESTABLI SHVENT OF A
DEMOCRATI C, NON- RACI AL AND UNI TARY SOUTH AFRI CA ON THE BASI S
OF ONE MAN ONE VOTE. I T IS ONLY UNTIL THEN THAT WE W LL HAVE
" THE JUSTI FI CATI ON AND BASI S TO REVI EW OUR PCSI TION. I N THE
MEANTI ME, WE HAVE THE HARARE DECLARATI ON, NOW UNI VERSALLY
ACCEPTED AS A BLUE- PRI NT FOR PEACE | N THE COUNTRY. THE PACE
OF MEETI NG THE TERMS OF THAT DECLARATI ON SHOULD BE THE
YARDSTI CK BY VWHI CH WE SHOULD MEASURE THE SERI QUSNESS OF THE
APARTHEI D AUTHORI TI ES TO EMBRACE THE PRI NCI PLE OF A

NEGOT| ATED SETTLEMENT.

CONSEQUENTLY, THIS IS NOT THE TI ME TO RELAX THE

| NTERNATI ONAL PRESSURE ON THE PRETORI A REG ME. ON THE
CONTRARY, WE ARE MORALLY BOUND MORE THAN EVER BEFORE TO CALL
FOR CONTI NUED | NTERNATI ONAL PRESSUAE TO BE EXERTED ON THAT
REG ME SO THAT I'T WOULD BE COVPELLED TO MOVE RESCLUTELY
TOMNRDS DI SMANTLI NG THE APARTHEI D SYSTEM AND CREATI NG THE
APPROPRI ATE ATMOSPHERE FOR DI ALOGUE ON THE ESTABLI SHVENT OF
A DEMOCRATI C AND NON- RACI AL SOCI ETY I N SOUTH AFRI CA.

TH' S WAS THE W SH EXPRESSED BY THE ANC LEADERSHI P I N
REACTION TO MR DE KLERK' S STATEMENT. | T WAS ALSO My OMN
SUMVATI ON AFTER THE LENGTHY DI SCUSSI ONS | HELD AT THE

LI BERATI ON COVWM TTEE HEADQUARTERS | N DAR- ES- SALAAM W TH THE
ANC LEADERS | NCLUDI NG WALTER SI SULU, GOVAN MBEKI AND THEI R
COVPANI ONS WHO WERE RECENTLY RELEASED FROM DETENTI ON BY THE
?RETORIA REG ME. ABOVE ALL IT I'S THE UNEQU VOCAL PCSI TI ON OF
NELSON MANDELA HI MSELF. HE REI TERATED HI S PCSI TI ON AND
ARGUED NOT ONLY FOR THE MAI NTENANCE OF POLI TI CAL PRESSURE
AND ECONOM C SANCTI ONS, BUT TO COVPLEMENT THEM W TH

CONTI NUED ARMED STRUGGLE.

I T 1S THEREFORE NOW | MPERATI VE FOR THIS COUNCI L TO

EXAM NE THE SI TUATI ON MORE CLOSELY AND CHART OUT A COURSE
FOR THE CONTI NENT” S POLI TI CAL DI RECTI ON. ABOVE ALL, WE NEED
TO COCRDI NATE OUR RESPONSE TO THE EVOLVI NG SI TUATION I'N
SCQUTH AFRI CA. AND AT ALL TIMES WE MJUST ENSURE THAT NOTHI NG
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'S DONE TO ABORT THE PROCESS OF CHANGE WH CH HAS BEGUN Ty
MANI FEST | TSELF I N THAT COUNTRY.

VR. CHAI RIVAN,

ALTHOUGH THE SI TUATI ON | N SOUTH AFRI CA AND NAM BI A

CALLS FOR GREATER MOBI LI SATI ON AND VI G LANCE, | T CANNOT MAKE
US SHI RK OUR RESPONSI BI LI TY W TH RESPECT TO THE NUMEROUS

| NTERNAL AND | NTER- STATE CONFLI CTS THAT SOW DEATH AND SORROR
N CUR CONTI NENT. THESE FRATRI Cl DAL CONFLI CTS, WH CH ADD OK
TO THE ALREADY HUGE NUMBERS OF REFUGEES AND DI SPLACED
PERSONS | N AFRI CA AND DEPRI VE AFRI CAN COUNTRI ES OF PRECI QUS
MANPOAER AND MATERI AL RESOURCES, MJST CONTI NUE TO BE 07?

SERI QUS CONCERN TO THE ORGANI SATI ON. THE QAU QUGHT TO PLAY A
MORE CONSTRUCTI VE ROLE I N THE SEARCH FOR PEACEFUL SOLUTI ONS
TO CONFLI CTS AND DI SPUTES | NVOLVI NG MEMBER STATES. I T
CANNOT BE | NDI FFERENT TO THE | NTERNAL CONFLI CTS THAT SPREAD
DEATH AND SORROW AND RUI N MEMBER STATES AND SVWAY THEM AWAY
FROM THEI R EFFORTS TO FOSTER THEI R SOCI O- ECONOM C
DEVELOPMENT. THE OAU SHOULD BE ENCOURAGED, IN THI S RESPECT,
BY THE TRUST PLACED IN IT BY THE MEMBER STATES AND PARTI ES
I N CONFLI CT.

ITISWTHTH S CONVICTION IN M ND THAT, I N THE COURSE

OF THE LAST FI VE MONTHS, | HAVE UNDERTAKEN M SSI ONS TO

VARI QUS COUNTRI ES AND CONFLI CT AREAS. | HAVE USED THESE
VISI TS TO GET ACQUAI NTED AT CLOSE QUARTERS W TH THE NATURE
AND EXTENT OF THE CONFLICTS , HEAR THE VI EWs OF THOSE

DI RECTLY | NVOLVED AND CONSULT BROADLY W TH THE VARI QUS
LEADERS ON AN AFRI CAN AGENDA WHI CH ADDRESSES | TSELF ON THE
SEARCH FOR A COVPREHENSI VE AND LASTI NG SETTLEMENT TO THESE
PROBLEMS. | AM GLAD TO REPORT THAT I N ALL THESE TRAVELS AND
CONSULTATI ONS, | HAVE FOUND ENTHUSI ASTI C SUPPORT AND
ENCOURAGEMENT. THI' S POSI TI VE THI NKING | FOUND TO BE ROOTED
IN THE STRONG BELI EF THAT ULTI MATELY AFRI CA SHOULD RE- SEI ZE
THE | NI TI ATI VE AND PLAY A CENTRAL ROLE I N FI NDI NG REALI STIC
SOLUTI ONS TO AFRI CAK PROBLEMS. THI' S CONVI CTI ON HAS

REI NFORCEB My OAN AND My DETERM NATI ON TO SEEK YOUR MANDATE
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TO GRADUALLY TO PUT THE QAU AT THE CENTRE AND I N THE SERVI CE
OF THE CONTI NENT.

I N " NOVEMBER LAST YEAR, | UNDERTOCK A FACT- FI NDI NG

M SSI ON TO SENEGAL AND MAURI TANI A WVHERE | WAS PRI VI LEGED TO
CONSULT BROADLY W TH PRESI DENTS ABDOU DI OQUF AND OULD TAYA
AND OTHER SENI OR LEADERS. | WAS ALSO ABLE TO VI SIT THE CAWPS
OF RBFUGEES AND DI SPLACED PEOPLE. THE SUFFERI NG, | N

PARTI CULAR OF THE CHI LDREN, SOVE OF THEM ORPHANS, SENSI Tl ZED
ME TO THE NEED TO PERSI ST I N OUR EFFORTS AT FI NDI NG A SPEEDY
AND PEACEFUL SOLUTI ON TO THI S UNFORTUNATE CONFLI CT. WH LE

" THE PCLI TI CAL POSI TI ONS OF THE PARTI ES REMAI NED DI VERGENT, |
LEFT THE COUNTRI ES ENCOURAGED BY THE CONFI DENCE THAT BOTH
PARTI ES CONTI NUE TO HAVE I N THE MEDI ATI ON EFFORTS OF OUR
ORGANI ZATI ON AND OF | TS CURRENT CHAI RVAN. | REPORTED THESE

| MPRESSI ONS OF DEEP SUFFERI NG OF THE PECPLE AND OPTI M SM ON
MY PART TO PRESI DENT MJUBARAK | N CAI RO FOLLOWN NG MY VI SI TS.

I VISITED CHAD I N JANUARY THI S YEAR AND HELD EXTENSI VE

TALKS W TH PRESI DENT HI SSEI N HABRE. HE BRI EFED ME (M THE

SI TUATION IN H'S COUNTRY AND HI 'S COUNTRY' S POSI TI ON ON THE

. CONFLI CT WTH LIBYA | LEFT NDJAMENA, ENCOURAGED BY H S
EXPRESSI ONS OF CONFI DENCE I N THE QAU AND I TS ABILITY TO
CONTRI BUTE POSI TI VELY TO THE RESOLUTI ON OF THE CONFLI CT. |
WAS ALSO HEARTENED BY HI S ENCOURAGEMENT. SIM LARLY, THE

LI BYAN AUTHORI TIES, WHOM | I NTEND TO MEET SOON I N TRI PCLI,
HAVE EXPRESSED CONFI DENCE AND W LLI NGNESS TO CO OPERATE.
WTH GOCDW LL ON BOTH SIDES, IT IS MY HOPE THAT A SOLUTI ON
WOULD BE FOUND | N PURSUANCE OF THE ALG ERS AGREEMENT AND | N
LINE WTH THE SEARCH FOR A PEACEFUL SOLUTI ON TO THE DI SPUTE
UNDER THE AUSPI CES COF THE QAU. IN THI S RESPECT, THE ROLE OF
THE CAU AD HOC COWM TTEE ON THE CHAD- LI BYA DI SPUTE UNDER THE
W SE LEADERSHI P OF THE PRESI DENT OF GABON, AL HADJ OVAR
BONGO | S PI VOTAL.

ON THE WHOLE, THE GENERAL SECRETARI AT | NTENDS TO TAKE

HORE SERI QUSLY AND ENHANCE QAU S ROLE AS AN ACTI VE PARTNER

I N EFFORTS TO RESOLVE | NTER- AFRI CAN DI SPUTES. IN THI S

L4.



CM1S70CLI) Part |

page 13

SPIRIT, THE QAU WLL CONTI NUE TO WORK W TH THE UNI TED

NATI ONS TO SET THE STAGE FOR A REFERENDUM | N VESTERN SAHARA
IN CONFORM TY W TH THE QAU PEACE PLAN ENDORSED BY THE UNI TED
NATIONS. | HAD THE OPPORTUNITY |10 DI SCUSS THI S | SSUE W TH
SECRETARY GENERAL JAVI ER PEREZ DE CUELLAR DURI NG THE LAST
REGULAR SESSI ON OF THE UNI TED NATI ONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY. |
ALSO CONSULTED THE CURRENT CHAI RVAN ON THE | NSTI TUTI ONAL
ROLE THAT CUR ORGANI SATI ON SHOULD PLAY I N THE WESTERN
SAHARA PEACE PROCESS AND ON HOW TO GUARANTEE CONTINUITY I N
MONI TORI NG THE EVOLUTI ON OF THE SITUATION. I T IS MY HOPE
THAT. THE | MPENDI NG VI SI TS OF THE REPRESENTATI VE' OF THE

UNI TED NATI ONS SECRETARY GENERAL AND OF THE SECRETARY
GENERAL HI MSELF TO THE REG ON WOULD FACI LI TATE THE

RESUVPTI ON OF DI ALOGUE BETWEEN ' MOROCCO AND THE _PCLI SARI O
FRONT AND CREATE NEW AVENUES FOR PEACE.

ALTHOUGH NOT DI RECTLY | NVOLVED, THE SECRETARI AT WLL
ENCOURAGE EFFORTS BY | NDI VI DUAL OR A GROUP OF COUNTRI ES AT
FI NDI NG SOLUTI ONS TO THE VARI QUS CONFLI CTS I N AFRI CA. THAT
SCLUTI ONS TO THE CONFLI CTS I N ANGOLA AND MOZAMBI QUE. |

. COMMEND ALL THOSE COUNTRI ES | NVOLVED. THE SECRETARI AT W LL
G VE ALL SUPPORT NECESSARY TO THE PEACE TALKS THAT HAVE BEEN
I NI TIATED WTH A VIEW TO BRI NG NG THE UNFORTUNATE

FRATRI Cl DAL CONFLI CTS I N ETH OPI A AND SUDAN TO AN END.

I WSH IN TH' S CONNECTI ON TO EXPRESS APPRECI ATI ON TO

THE PARTIES TO THE PDRE/ EPLF PEACE TALKS IN I NVI TING THE QAU
TO TAKE PART AS AN OBSERVER YET I T IS DI STURBI NG THAT AT A
TI ME WHEN PEACE HOPEQ HAVE BEEN RAI SED, THERE HAS BEEN A
DRANMATI C ESCALATI ON I N THE CONFLI CT W TH THE ATTENDANT
SUFFERI NG AND CASUALTIES. THI S SI TUATI ON CAUSES US GREAT
CONCERN. THIS IS THE TI ME AND PLACE TO EXPRESS OUR FERVENT
W SH AND HOPE FOR AN END TO THE FI GHTI NG AND THE RE-

ESTABLI SHVENT OF MJUTUAL CONFI DENCE AMONG THE PARTI ES SO THAT
SUBSTANTI VE TALKS CAN BEG N WTH A VI EW TO USHERI NG | N

PEACE AND STABI LI TY.
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BUT QUI TE APART FROM THI S PERI PHERAL | NVOLVEMENT,

?ERHAPS TI ME HAS COVE TO EXPLORE WAYS BY VWH CH THE OAU CAN
BE ALLONED TO BE MORE ORI G NAL AND | MAG NATI VE | N TACKLI NG
AFRI CAN PROBLEMS. | AM CONVI NCED THAT WE SHOULD TAKE A FRESH
LOOK | NTO HOW QUR ORGANI SATI ON CAN PLAY | TS ROLE ESPECI ALLY
IN THE FI ELD OF CONFLI CT PREVENTI ON, MANAGEMENT AND

" RESOLUTI ON.

VR CHAI RVAN,

THI'S CONVI CTI ON ON A NEW QUTLOOK WAS REI NFORCED BY THE

TRAQ C EVENTS | N COMOROS WHI CH | NVOLVED THE ASSASSI NATI ON OF
PRESI DENT ABDALLAH. AFRI CA WAS FACED W TH A GRAVE Sl TUATI ON
#HERE A BAND OF MERCENARI ES W TH THE FORCE OF ARMS HAD TAKEN
AN ENTI RE PECPLE HOSTAGE. THE SOVEREI GNTY AND TERRI TORI AL

I NTEGRI TY OF A MEMBER STATE WAS TRANSGRESSED AND AFRI CA
STOOD BY AND WATCHED | N APPARENT HELPLESSNESS. WHI LE THERE
VWERE EXPRESSI ONS BY A COUPLE OF COUNTRIES OF W LLINGNESS TO
TAKE SOME FI RM ACTI ON, AFRI CA LACKED THE FRAMEWORK AND
MECHANI SM TO COCRDI NATE | TS RESPONSE | N THE FACE OF A

FORM DABLE CHALLENCE.

| CONDEMNED THE MERCENARY | NTERVENTI ON AND CALLED FOR

. | NTERNATI ONAL ACTI ON TO RESTORE TO THE PECPLE OF COMOROS
THEI R FREEDOM AND DI GNI TY. BUT THAT WAS NOT ENOUGH. fHIS IS
3HY | AM CONVI NCED THAT THERE IS NEED TO ESTABLI SH A

MECHANI SM TO COORDI NATE A CONTI NENTAL POSI TION I N SUCH
EVENTUALI TI ES.

DESPI TE THESE UNFORTUNATE EVENTS, THE COMOROS HAS

REGAI NED HER FEET AND | S NOW ON COURSE TOWARDS A DEMOCRATI C
GOVERNMENT. WE HAVE RECEI VED A REQUEST FROM THE ACTI NG

PRESI DENT FOR THE QAU TO SEND AN OBSERVER M SSI ON TO OBSERVE
AND CERTI FY THE VALI DI TY OF THE ELECTI ONS WHI CH WERE HELD
YESTERDAY. | | NFORVED PRESI DENT SAI D MOHAMED DIOHAR THAT
SUCH A M SSI ON WHI CH CALLED FOR SPECI AL ARRANGEMENTS

REQUI RED A DECI SI ON AND GUI DANCE OF THE POLI CY- MAKI NG BODI ES
JP OUR ORGANI ZATION. IN THE LI GHT OF THE FACT THAT THI S
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COUNCI L IS TAKI NG PLACE ONE DAY AFTER THE POLLI NG DAY, I,
THEREFORE, SUGGESTED AS AN ALTERNATI VE TO WHI CH HE AGREED,
THAT | SEND A SPECI AL REPRESENTATI VE OF THE SECRETARY-
GENERAL TO MONI TOR THE BALLOTI NG PROCESS. | HAVE ENTRUSTED
TH' S DUTY TO AMBASSADCOR JOLACSO, THE HEAD OF THE QAU
OBSERVER M SSI ON | N NAM BI A, ACCOVPANI ED BY TWO OTHER
VEMBERS OF THE SECRETARI AT. THEY HAVE BEEN I N MORONI S| NCE
15TH FEBRUARY. | SHALL I N DUE COURSE BE REPCRTI NG ON THI S

M SSI ON.

ITIS ALSO My HOPE THAT THE QAU WOULD BE ABLE TO PLAY

A CREATER ROLE | N PROMOTI NG ENTENTE AND UNDERSTANDI NG AMONG
THE PEOPLES OF AFRI CA AND I N AVERTI NG CONFLI CTS AMONG MEMBER
STATES. IT IS IN’'TH S RESPECI® THAT | HAVE FOLLONED W TH
ATTENTI ON THE EVENTS THAT OCCURED I N LI BERI A AND THE
RESULTANT TENSION WTHI N THE REG ON. I N VI EW OF THE | NHERENT
Rl SK OF ESCALATION, | TOOK THE .| N TI ATI VE TO DESPATCH A
SPECI AL ENVOY TO LIBERIA, COTE D | VO RE AND GUI NEA TO CONVEY
THE DEEP CONCERN OF OUR ORGANI SATI ON AND APPEAL FOR

RESTRAI NT SO AS TO LONER THE TENSION I N THE REG ON AND PRE-
EMPT ANY RI SKY ESCALATI ON OF HOSTI LI TI ES.

VR CHAI RVAN,

SINCE 1973, THI'S COUNCI L HAS NOT FAILED TO RECOGN ZE

THE COVPLEMENTARI TY OF THE STRUGGLE OF THE PALESTI NI AN
PECPLE W TH THAT OF AFRI CA FOR LI BERTY AND JUSTI CE, SELF-
DETERM NATI ON AND | NDEPENDENCE. THI S ATTACHMVENT OF THE
COUNCI L TO THE DEVELOPMENTS IN THE M DDLE- EAST IS ROOTED I N
OUR SHARED CONVI CTI ON THAT OUR STRUGGLES ARE LI NKED AND THAT
OUR BONDS OF COVMON HI STORY AND DESTI NY COMPEL US TO ACT IN
CONCERT. WE HAVE, WTHI N THI S CONTEXT, SALUTED THE HERO C
RESI STENCE OF THE PALESTI NI AN PEOPLE UNDER "I NTI FADA". WE
CONTI NUE TO APPLAUD THEI R UNDAUNTED SPI RI T OF RESI STANCE

I NSPI TE OF THE | MVENSE SACRI FI CE I N LI FE AND PROPERTY. THEIR
STRUGGLE | S A JUST FI GHT WAGED TO RECOVER THEI R BASI C HUVAN
Rl GHTS AND TO EXERCI SE THEI R | NALI ENABLE RI GHTS TO SELF-
DETERM NATI ON AND | NDEPENDENCE.
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WE NOTE THE CURRENT EFFORTS UNDERWAY TO FI ND A JUST

AND LASTI NG SOLUTI ON TO THE M DDLE- EAST QUESTI ON AS WE DO
THOSE BEI NG EXPENDED BY THE PLO LEADERSHI P I N CLCSE
COOPERATI ON W TH PRESI DENT HOSNI MUBARAK TO SET THE STAGE
FOR DI ALOGUE BETWEEN | SRAEL AND THE PALESTI NI ANS AND FOR THE
CONVENI NG OF AN | NTERNATI ONAL CONFERENCE ON PEACE | N THE

M DDLE- EAST. WE SHARE THE STRONG FEARS EXPRESSED W TH REGARD
TO THE | SRAELI PCLI CY OF RESSETLI NG JEW SH | MM GRANTS FROM
THE SOVI ET UNION I N OCCUPI ED ARAB TERRI TORIES. THI'S W LL NOT
ONLY PREEMPT THE PEACE PROCESS BUT | T WLL WORSEN AN ALREADY
COVPLEX SI TUATI ON.

OVER AND ABOVE THI S PRI NCI PLED SUPPORT FOR THE JUST

CAUSE COF THE PALESTI NI AN PEOPLE AND COWM TMENT TO THE
SEARCH FOR A JUST AND LASTI NG SOLUTI ON TO THE M DDLE EAST
CONFLI CT, AFRI CAS RELATI ONS W TH THE ARAB WORLD | S BASED ON
SHARED CONCERNS . AND ASPI RATIONS. I T IS NECESSARY IN TH S
RESPECT TO VI EW THE CO- OPERATI ON FROM THE VANTAGE PO NT COF
THE COVMON DESTI NY BI NDI NG THE PEOPLES OF BOTH COVMUNI Tl ES-
A BOND VWHI CH CANNOT BE DI SRBGARDED BECAUSE COF TEMPORARY

DI FFI CULTIES ; I N OTHER WORDS, EFFORTS HAVE TO BE MADE ON
BOTH SI DES TO SUSTAIN THI S BOND AND CREATE AN ATMOSPHERE
THAT 1S CONDUCI VE TO THE CONSCLI DATI ON AND ENHANCEMENT OF
AFRO- ARAB CO- OPERATI ON, SO THAT I T CAN SERVE AS AN EXAMPLE
OF SOUTH SQUTH CO- OPERATI ON. WE SHOULD, ABOVE ALL, DRAW

| NSPI RATI ON FROM OUR PAST EXPERI ENCE TO ENSURE A BETTER
PREPARATI ON, COCORDI NATI ON AND ATTENDANCE AT OUR MEETI NGS
WTH A VI EW TO ELABCRATI NG CONCRETE PROGRAMS OF COOPERATI ON.
VE SHOULD ENDEAVOUR TO DEMONSTRATE REQUI SI TE PCLI TI CAL W LL
| F WVE ARE TO TRANSLATE THE LOFTY | DEAL OF AFRO- ARAB
COOPERATI ON | NTO A LI VI NG REALITY.

MR CHAI RVAN,

I NOWWSH TO TURN TO THE ECONOM C SI TUATI ON OF OUR

CONTI NENT WHI CH HAS DETERI ORATED CONSI DERABLY I N THE LAST
FEW YEARS. MJCH HAS BEEN SAI D ABOUT THE CRI TI CAL SOCI O
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ECONOM C Sl TUATI ON OF AFRI CA. A LOT OF MEETI NGS, SEM NARS
AND SYMPOSI A HAVE BEEN CORGANI SED TO TACKLE THE PROBLEM MANY
STRATEGQ ES FOR AFRI CA' S DEVELOPMVENT HAVE BEEN AND ARE BEI NG
MAPPED QUT | N THE MAJOR FI NANCI AL CAPI TALS WHI LE OUR

CONTI NENT 1S SI NKI NG DEEPER | NTO SOCI O- ECONOM C DOLDRUNMS.

. THE RESOURCES REQUI RED FOR | TS RECOVERY NO LONGER FLOW I NTO
OUR CONTI NENT AT A TIME WHEN I T IS CAUGHT IN THE GRIPS OF A
VICIQUS CIRCLE FROMVWHICH I T WLL NOT BE EASY TO EMERGE

| NDEED SI NCE 1980, WE HAVE W TNESSED A REVERSAL DETRI MENTAL
TO THE | NTERESTS OF OUR CONTI NENT, OF THE NET FLOW OF
RESOURCES BETWEEN AFRI CA AND THE DEVELOPED COUNTRI ES. AS AN
| LLUSTRATI ON, ACCORDI NG TO THE BRANDT COWM SSI ON REPCRT, I N
1980, THERE WAS A REPORTED POSI TI VE NET TRANSFER OF
RESOURCES OF US $ 50 BILLI ON FROM NORTH TO SOUTH. TODAY THE
AMOUNT OF TRANSFER | S ALMOST THE SAME BUT I N THE OPPCSI TE

DI RECTI ON, FROM SOUTH TO NORTH.

AFRI CA HAS BEEN BY PAR THE HARDEST HIT IN TH S

SI TUATI ON. FOR NOT ONLY HAVE THERE BEEN A DI SPROPORTI ONATE
NET OUTFLOW OF CAPI TAL, OUR ABILITY TO M Tl GATE THE
CONSEQUENCES OF THI 'S PHENOMENON | S SERI OQUSLY CONSTRAI NED BY
THE WEAK ECONOM C BASE OF OUR COUNTRIES ECONOM ES. THUS
AFRI CA HAS BEEN DOUBLY HI T - BY THE FALL OF COWODI TY PRI CES
AND THE RESULTI NG PLUMMETI NG OF REAL EARNI NGS AND THE
OUTFLOW OF CAPI TAL.

AFRI CA HAS MADE SOVE EFFORTS. WE HAVE PROCEEDED TO
ELABORATE STRATEG ES WHI CH SEEK TO DELI VER OUR COUNTRI ES
FROM THE ECONOM C MORASS TO A SOUND FOOTI NG | N TANDEM W TH
STRUCTURAL ADJUSTMENT PROGRAMS, WE HAVE PURSUED OUR OMW
PROGRAMS FOR ECONOM C REFORM  BUT THESE ARE SHORT TERM
MEASURES Al MBD AT CONTAI NI NG THE DELI BI TATI NG EFFECTS COF THE
ECONOM C SI TUATION IN THE I NTERFM FOR THE LONG TERM AND THE
VEDI UM TERM WE HAVE THE LAGOS PLAN OF ACTION. I T SETS OQUT A
PROCGRAM AND | DENTI FI ES PRI ORI TY AREAS UPON VWHI CH AFRI CA MUST
EMBARK, IN UNISON, IF WE ARE TO SURVI VE ECONOM CALLY AND
LOOK TO THE FUTURE W TH CONFI DENCE.
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MR CHAI RVAN,

THE LAGOS PLAN OF ACTI ON EMBCDI ES THE COLLECTI VE DESI RE

AND DETERM NATI ON TO PURSUE POLI CI ES WHI CH EMPHASI ZE
COLLECTI VE SELF- RELI ANCE AND THE NEED TO STEER THE CONTI NENT
GRADUALLY AWAY FROM THE VI Cl QUS CYCLE OF DEPENDENCE. WH LE
THE LARGER PART OF THAT HI STORI C DOCUMENT RENMAI NS AN | DEAL,
TANG BLE PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE AT THE SUB- REG ONAL LEVEL
FOR A PI ECEMEAL APPROACH TO THAT OBJECTI VE. THE VARI QUS SUB-
REG ONAL ORGANI ZATI ONS SUCH AS PTA, SADCC, ECCAS, NMAGHREB
UNI ON AND ECOMS, SYMBCLI ZE I N CONCRETE TERMS THI S

DETERM NATI ON TO WORK TOMARDS AN AFRI CAN COVMON MARKET AND
COMVMUNI TY. BUT I N CRDER TO BE MEANI NGFUL W THI N THE CONTEXT
OF THAT ULTI MATE OBJECTI VE, THESE SUB- REG ONAL ORGANI SATI ONS
SHOULD NOT BE AN END | N THEMSELVES BUT AN | NTEGRAL PART OF
THE PROCESS TOWARDS THE OBJECTI VE.

MR CHAI RMVAN,

THE PEOPLES OF AFRI CA, OVER AND ABOVE ALL, NEED PEACE

AND STABI LI TY W THOUT WH CH DEVELOPMENT BECOMES A FUTI LE
ENTERPRI SE. THE | NTERNAL AND | NTER- STATE CONFLI CTS WHI CH
PLAGUE QOUR CONTI NENT TOGETHER W TH THE DESTABI LI SATI ON AND

I NSECURI TY THAT HAUNT A LOT OF AFRI CAN COUNTRI ES SERI QUSLY
DEPLETE THE HUMAN, MATERI AL AND FI NANCI AL RESOURCES OF THE
COUNTRI ES CONCERNED. THEY ALSO CREATE A SOCI AL Sl TUATI ON
THAT IS INIM CAL TO THE ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT COF THE

CONTI NENT. THERE | S NO DOUBT THAT | F AFRI CA'S CONFLI CTS ARE
RESCLVED AND A CLI MATE OF PEACE AND STABILITY IS

ESTABLI SHED, ALL OUR ENERG ES WOULD BE LI BERATED AND

DI RECTED AT THE SOCI O- ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT OF OUR COUNTRI ES.
MOREOVER, | T IS DI FFI CULT TO CONSI DER ANY GENUI NE

ECONOM C RECOVERY FOR AFRI CA W TH THE PRESENT LEVEL OF

| NDEBTEDNESS WHI CH, FOR THE MOST PART, IS DUE TO THE

| NTERNATI ONAL ECONOM C SI TUATI ON THAT WORKS AGAI NST THE

| NTERESTS OF OUR CONTI NENT. THERE | S NO DOUBT THAT ANY

SERI OQUS EFFORT TO STREAMLI NE AFRI CA* S SCCI O ECONOM C
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SI TUATI ON MUST BE ACCOMPANI ED BY MEASURES TO ALLEVI ATE

AFRI CA' S DEBT BURDEN AND CREATE A MORE EQUI TABLE ECONOM C
FRAMEWORK AT THE | NTERNATI ONAL LEVEL. THIS IS AN

| LLUSTRATI ON OF THE EFFORT AT SCOLI DARI TY THAT | S REQUI RED
OF AFRI CAN COUNTRI ES I N OCRDER THAT COMMON POSI TI ONS CAN BE
. ADOPTED SO AS TO ENABLE AFRI CA EXERCI SE THE MAXI MUM

I NFLUENCE | N | NTERNATI ONAL NEGOTI ATl ONS.

ABOVE ALL, AFRICA HAS TO MAKE UP ITS M ND TO ENGAGE I N

A REAL PROCESS OF ECONOM C | NTEGRATION WHICH IS THE ONLY
ANSVER TO THE CHALLENGES NOW FACI NG OUR CONTI NENT. WE SHOULD
IN THI'S RESPECT ACKNOALEDGE, W TH PLEASURE, THE EFFORTS

BEI NG MADE TOMRDS THI' S OBJECTI VE AT THE REQ ONAL LEVEL. THE
OAU SECRETARI AT WLL EXTEND I TS UNQUALI FI ED SUPPORT TO THE
REG ONAL ECONOM C GROUPI NGS AND ENCOURAGE THE ESTABLI SHVENT
OF A CLOSE AND HARMONI QUS FRAMEWORK OF RELATI ONS BETWEEN
THEM W THI N THE PROPOSED AFRI CAN ECONOM C COMVUNI TY. IT IS
WTH N THI S AFRI CAN EDI FI CE THAT SECTORAL DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAMMVES HAVE TO BE FITTED I N A PRAGVATI C AND REALI STIC
MANNER AND DEPENDI NG ON THE PRI ORI TI ES THAT HAVE BEEN SET AT
THE CONTI NENTAL AND REG ONAL LEVELS.

AMONG THESE PRI ORI TI ES, SPECI AL ATTENTI ON NEEDS TO BE

A FOCUSSED ON | NTRA- AFRI CAN CO- OPERATI ON | N TRADE AND
TRANSPORT VWHI CH ARE BOTH MAJOR FACTORS THAT ENG NEER

| NTEGRATI ON. THE DEVELOPMENT OF AGRI CULTURE, W TH THE END-
PURPCSE OF ACHI EVI NG FOOD SELF- SUFFI Cl ENCY, SHOULD ALSO
CONTI NUE TO BE THE TOPMOST PRI ORI TY FOR AFRI CAN COUNTRI ES.
WE SHOULD GO THROQUGH THE VI TAL STAGES | N EVERY FI ELD -
EDUCATI ON, SCI ENCE, TECHNOLOGY, CULTURE AND HEALTH | N ORDER
TO | MPROVE THE CONDI TI ON OF THE PECPLES OF. AFRI CA. WE
SHOULD ALSO ENSURE THAT THE WOMEN PLAY THE ROLE THAT IS

Rl GHTFULLY THEIRS I N THE DEVELOPMENT OF OUR COUNTRI ES.

THE PROBLEM OF THE DEGRADATI ON OF THE ENVI RONMENT 1S

ACQUI R NG NEW URGENCY AND SHOULD | NCREASI NGLY BE G VEN

A APPROPRI ATE ATTENTI ON. DROUGHT, DESERTI FI CATI ON AND TOXI C
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WASTES ARE THREATENI NG THE ECOLOG CAL BALANCE OF OUR ECO
SYSTEM

I T 1S ESTI MATED THAT IN THE EARLY 19805, MORE THAN 740

M LLI ON HECTARES OF LAND OR ROUGHLY 26 % OF THE CONTI NENT’ S
LAND AREA WAS UNDERGO NG DESERTI FI CATION. I T IS CURRENTLY
ESTI MATED THAT THE DESERT | S ENCROACHI NG ON OUR GREEN LAND
AREAS AT THE RATE OF SI X M LLI ON HECTARES PER YEAR. TH' S
PROCESS OF DESERTI FI CATI ON, COVPOUNDED  BY DROUGHT, HAS
VROUGHT HAVOC TO AGRI CULTURE AND CONDEMND M LLI ONS OF OUR
PEOPLE TO STARVATI ON.

THE NEW PHENOVENON OF TOXI C WASTES MUST BE ADDRESSED

W TH RENEVED URGENCY. I N THI S RESPECT, | W SH TO URGE

QUI CKER PROGRESS | N THE ELABORATI ON OF THE AFRI CAN

CONVENTI ON ON THE TRANSBOUNDARY_ MOVEMENT OF HAZARDQOUS
WASTES. SOLUTION TO ALL THESE WLL REQUI RE THAT AFRICA IS
UNI TED AND | S WLLING TO ACT TOGETHER. WE ONE | T TO
OURSELVES AND TO OUR FUTURE GENERATI ON.

MR CHAI RVAN,

RESOLUTI ON OF CONFLI CTS AND ECONOM C DEVELOPNMENT I N

AFRI CA W LL BE MOST MEANI NGFULY ONLY | F THEY ARE
COVPLEMENTED BY CORRESPONDI NG PROGRESS ON HUMAN RI GHTS. SUCH
PROGRESS CAN BE BROUGHT ABOUT THROUGH DELI BERATE ACTI ON BY
GOVERNMENTS TO TAKE LEQ SLATI VE MEASURES AND PUT | NTO PLACE
STRUCTURES AND | NSTI TUTI ONS Al MED AT ENHANCI NG AND

| NTEGRATI NG THE PROTECTI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS | NTO THE FABRI C
OF THE AFRI CAN PCLI TI CAL PROCESS. ONE | MPORTANT

DEMONSTRATI ON OF SUCH RESCLVE | S THE RATI FI CATI ON BY
GOVERNMENTS OF THE AFRI CAN CHARTER ON HUVAN AND PECPLE' S

RI GHTS. |, THEREFORE, W SH TO COMVEND THOSE WHO HAVE
RATIFIED | T AND APPEAL TO THOSE WHO HAVE NOT, TO DO SO SOON.
V-My.. v_ .., .V ., - T W4 s WL -H L

a ...
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VR CHAI RVAN,

AFRI CA HAS THE SAD DI STI NCTI ON OF HAVI NG THE LARCEST

NUMBER OF REFUGEES OF ANY CONTI NENT. WE SHOULD ENDEAVOUR TO
REVERSE THI S CONTI NUI NG HUMAN SAGA AND SHI RK OFF THE
UNFORTUNATE | MAGE OF AFRI CA AS A CONTI NENT WHERE HUMAN
SUFFERING IS ENDEM C . I T IS | NACCEPTABE THAT MORE THAN FI VE
M LLI ON AFRI CANS SHOULD CONTI NUE TO LANGU SH I N CAMPS AS
REFUGEES AND TWELVE M LLI ON MORE AS DI SPLACED PERSONS. AT A
TI MVE WHEN AFRI CA HAS ADOPTED | TS CHARTER ON HUMAN AND
PEOPLE' S RIGHTS, | T DOES NOT REFLECT WELL ON OUR COVM TMENT
TO THE PRI NCI PLES OF JUSTICE |F WE FAIL TO TAKE CONCRETE
MEASURES TO PUT AN END TO SUCH SUFFERI NG, THE ROOT CAUSES OF
THI S PROBLEM ARE VERY VELL KNOMN. VE ONLY | NEED TO
DEMONSTRATE THE NECESSARY PCLI TI CAL WLL AND TAKE FI RM

ACTI ON. AS WE SEEK TO STEM THE TI DE OF REFUGEES, WE SHOULD
ENDEAVOUR TO CARE FOR THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN FORCED TO FLEE
FROM THEI R HOVES AND CREATE CONDI f 1 ONS FOR THEI R VOLUNTARY
RETURN.

I WSH TO PAY TRI BUTE TO | NTER- GOVERNVENTAL

ORGANI SATI ONS ESPECI ALLY THE OFFI CE OF THE UNI TED NATI ONS

H GH COW SSI ONER FOR REFUGEES, GOVERNMENTAL AND NON-
GOVERNMENTAL ORGANI ZATI ONS FOR ALL THE EFFORTS THEY HAVE
DEPLOYED TO ALLEVI ATE THE SUFFERI NG OF AFRI CA' S REFUGEES AND
Dl SPLACED PERSONS. BUT QUI TE CLEARLY G VEN THE MAGNI TUDE OF
AFRI CA' S REFUGEE PROBLEM MORE | NTERNATI ONAL ASSI STANCE | S
REQUI RED. AND | N ALLOCATI NG RESOURCES FOR THE WORLD S
UPROOTED COMVUNI TI ES, WE EARNESTLY APPEAL TO THESE

ORGANI ZATI ONS TO APPLY THE TWO- FOLD PRI NCI PLE OF EQUI TY AND
FAI RNESS BETWEEN THE REG ONS OF THE WORLD, BE IT IN TERVMS OF
FUNDI NG OR STAFFI NG BUT CLEARLY THE WORK OF THESE

I NSTI TUTI ONS " WOULD BE EASI ER. AND THE REFUGEES THEMSELVES

I NFI Nl TELY THANKFUL | F MEMBER STATES WERE TO SUMMVON THE
NECESSARY PCLI TI CAL COURAGE TO PUT A DECISI VE END TO THI' S
SCOURGE.
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VR CHAI RVAN,

THE WORLD 1S GO NG THROUGH A PHASE OF FUNDAMENTAL

CHANGE. THE RAPI D CHANGES | N EASTERN EUROPE HAVE RADI CALLY
ALTERED THE POLI TI CAL THI NKI NG AND STRATEGQ C CONSI DERATI ONS
OF THE WEST. THESE TWO MUTUAL PROTAGONI STS ARE NO LONGER
STANDI NG TALL, FACE TO FACE W TH EACH OTHER, PO SED FOR
MUTUAL DESTRUCTI ON. NOW THEY ARE REACHI NG OQUT FOR

COOPERATI ON. THE OLD RELATI ONS OF | DEOLOG CAL CONFRONTATI ON
AND NON- COVPATI BI LI TY ARE G VI NG WAY TO DI ALOGUE AND
PARTNERSHI P. THE DEBATE I N EUROCPE IS NOT ANY LONGER WHETHER
TO | NTEGRATE BUT WHEN AND VWHAT FORM OF | NTEGRATI ON WOULD BE
MOST SUI TED FOR A NEW EUROPE.

THE GOAL OF EUROPEAN UNI TY AND ECONOM C | NTEGRATION | S

| NCREASI NGLY BECOM NG A REALITY. I N TWO YEARS, WESTERN
EURCPE |'S EXPECTED TO BE UNITED IN A SI NGLE MARKET. ALL THI S
I S PARTLY A RESULT OF A REALI SATION IN EUROPE THAT IT IS
ONLY THE LARGER AND ECONOM CALLY STRONG WHO W LL | MPACT ON
THE AFFAI RS OF THE NEXT CENTURY. |F THOSE RI CHER AND
PONERFUL COUNTRI ES IN THE | NDUSTRI ALI ZED WORLD FIND I T

| MPERATI VE TO REGROUP AND POCOL THEI R RESOURCES, WHAT ABOUT
OUR CONTI NENT ?

THE NEED FOR OUR ECONOM C UNITY IS MADE ALL THE MORE

URGENT IN THE FACE OF THE SHI FT OF PRICRITY BY THE WEST TO
EASTERN EUROCPE AND THE CORRESPONDI NG FURTHER CONTRACTI ON OF
CONCESSI ONARY RESOURCE FLOW TO AFRI CA. VEE WLL HAVE TO FACE
THE FUTURE W TH LESS RESOURCES AND FEWER EXTERNAL PARTNERS
I N DEVELOPMENT. WE WLL HAVE TO ADJUST TO A EURCPE MORE

I NVARD LOOKI NG, MORE RESPONSI VE TO I TS OAN NEEDS FI RST.

YOU ARE ALSO CONVENI NG AT A TI ME WHEN MAJOR CEO

STRATEGQ C DESI GNS ARE BEI NG MAPPED QUT | N THE NORTHERN

HEM SPHERE W TH - THE COUNTRI ES OF THE SOUTH, PARTI CULARLY
AFRI CA, BEI NG EXCLUDED. ARE WE ONCE MORE DOOMED TO YI ELD TO
A FRAVEWORK OF RELATI ONS THAT HAS BEEN ESTABLI SHED I N OUR
ABSENCE ? WLL AFRICA BE AN ACTOR IN THE NEW WORLD OR SHALL
IT BE SIDELINED LIKE IN THE PAST '3 WLL AFRI CA BE A PARTNER
[l THE NEW CONCERT OF NATIONS OR WLL I T BE TOO PRECCCUPI ED
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BY I TS POVERTY, BACKWARDNESS AND | NTERNAL CONFLI CTS TO BE OF
ANY CONSEQUENCE ? THESE ARE PERTI NENT QUESTI ONS. BUT AFRI CA,
VWHI CH ENCOVPASSES A S| ZEABLE PROPORTI ON OF THE WORLD
COVMUNI TY, SHOULD DEFI NI TELY BE | NVOLVED I N THE SETTI NG UP
OF THE STRUCTURE WHI CH W LL TOMORROW GOVERN RELATI ONS
BETWEEN THE WORLD FAM LY. | T SHOULD BE PREPARED TO DERI VE
MAXI MUM BENEFI T FROM THE NEW ATMOSPHERE PREVAI LI NG AT THE

| NTERNATI ONAL LEVEL.

WE WLL HAVE NO CHO CE BUT TO UNDERTAKE A COVPREHENSI VE
AND GLOBAL EVALUATI ON OF THE POLI TI CAL AND SOCI O- ECONOM C
SI TUATI ON OF OUR CONTI NENT BEFORE AFRI CA'S ANSWER TO THESE
NEW CHALLENGCES | S FORMULATED. SUCH AN ANSVER WHICH | S
URGENTLY REQUI RED, SHOULD BE CONSI STENT CONTI NENT- W DE,
FORWARD- LOCKI NG I N I TS FORMULATI ON, REALI STI C AND

PROCGRESSI VE I N I TS | MPLEMENTATI ON AND SHOULD | NCORPORATE
NATI ONAL AND REQ ONAL EFFORTS. | T SHOULD BE EQUAL TO THE
CHALLENGES FACI NG OUR CONTI NENT AND MEASURE UP TO THE HOPES
OF THE AFRI CAN PECPLES WHO EXPECT THE QAU TO MAP OUT A
COVPREHENSI VE STRATEGY FOR AFRI CA.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTI ON.



